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Robin Stults, 57, Bluffton
Marjorie Loyd, 75, rural

Portland
Juanita Buening, 83, Cold-

water, Ohio
Gloria Miller, 84
Details on page 2.

The high temperature
Thursday in Jay County was
64 degrees. The low was 43.
The forecast calls for a low

of  30 tonight. Expect mostly
sunny skies Saturday with a
high of  51. 
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
have recycling trailers avail-
able Saturday. Trailers will be
open from 9 a.m. to noon in the
shopping center at 220 Lincoln
St., Portland, and Dunkirk
City Park.

Saturday — Results from
tonight’s junior high ACAC
swim meet.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Jay School Board
meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Work underway

By CASEY SMITH
Associated Press and
Report for America
INDIANAPOLIS — Offi-

cials in Indiana Gov. Eric
Holcomb’s administration
on Thursday defended his
use of  emergency powers
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic as lawmakers con-
tinued to push bills that
would limit the governor’s
executive orders authority.
A half  dozen top Hol-

comb staffers told a state
Senate committee the gov-
ernor’s capacity to quickly
address emergencies has
been critical to the state’s
response, arguing limita-
tions to those powers could
hinder the state’s current
progress and delay urgent
reactions to future public
health emergencies or nat-
ural disasters.
Their testimony came as

a response to bills advanced
by the House and Senate
that would curb a gover-
nor’s authority to impose
emergency restrictions
such as mask rules and

business closures. The dif-
fering proposals would set
up ways to either force the
governor to call lawmakers
into a special session dur-
ing a long-lasting emer-
gency or give legislative
leaders new authority to
take such action.
Senators contended

they’ve been shut out of
conversations about how to
respond to emergency situ-
ations, however. They said
the proposed legislation
wouldn’t impede how the
state responds to emergen-
cies, but instead would
involve lawmakers in deci-
sion-making.

“I find it interesting that
so many members of  the
administration find it
threating that legislators
want a seat at the table,”
said Republican Sen. Susan
Glick of  LaGrange. “We are
part of  the Constitution, we
are a branch of  this govern-
ment. For a year now, we’ve
been very patient. But
we’ve been simply ignored
on many occasions. We
have attempted to deal with
the governor’s office… and
state government, and we
have repeatedly, like our
constituents, been
stymied.”
See Defended page 2

Powers defended 

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Caden at Cabaret
Eighth grader Caden Marchal

performes “Lies” on Sunday during Cabaret
2021, which featured performances by
members of the Fort Recovery high school
and junior high choirs.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
Jay County’s hospital is in the

midst of  a year-long makeover.
Work is already underway at

IU Health Jay on projects that
were announced in December
and will continue throughout
2021.
The hospital work stems from

$5 million that IU Health set
aside for capital improvements
as part of  its integration with
Jay County Hospital. (The
agreement was reached in
November 2017, with integra-
tion following a few months
later.)
The IU Health Jay Board was

responsible for deciding what to
do with those funds and in
December announced plans for
projects to relocate outpatient
physical therapy, outpatient

behavioral health and cardiac
and pulmonary outpatient reha-
bilitation from satellite build-
ings to the hospital and expand
the Family First practice. Those
projects are expected to cost
about $3.75 million. The remain-
ing $1.25 million has been trans-
ferred to The Portland Founda-
tion to establish the IU Health
Jay Hospital Legacy Endow-
ment Fund to “benefit the
health and well-being of  the res-
idents of  Jay County.”
IU Health Jay president Jon

Vanator explained that when
looking at how to spend the $5
million, the board focused on
investments that would serve
the hospital well for the long
term. They used market and
demographic data as part of
that evaluation.
“What sort of  things do we

think are going to grow?” said
Vanator, noting oncology, cardi-
ology and orthopedics tend to
be at the top of  the list. “And
those have been IU Health’s
three target areas for the last
couple of  years and it’s really
no different here.”
Primary care and surgery are

two other key areas. But Vana-
tor noted they are both going
through significant change,
specifically citing the shift to
telemedicine for primary care
during the ongoing coronavirus
pandemic.
He added staff  leaders were

consulted to help cultivate
ideas.
“A lot of  them really helped

with input on the plans,” he
said. “We can incorporate a lot
of  those good ideas that people
have always had tucked away in

the back of  their head into our
plans.”
One part of  the renovations is

already complete, with a new
educational area created at the
southeast corner of  the hospi-
tal’s second floor. That area
includes classroom space as
well as a former patient room
which now serves as a simula-
tion room. The renovations
were handled by IU Health’s in-
house maintenance staff.
The first of  the four major

portions of  the renovations is
underway with three others to
follow.

Family First
The Family First offices,

which are situated at the center
of  the hospital on its south side,
will be expanded to the north.

See Underway page 5

Capital improvements at IU Health Jay are
expected to be complete by the end of 2021
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Renovation work has already begun at IU Health Jay to expand the Family First practice. Three other projects are
scheduled for this year, with new spaces to be created for the hospital’s cardiac and pulmonary outpatient rehabilitation
unit, outpatient physical therapy unit and outpatient behavorial health unit.

A Jay County man died
following a traffic accident
Thursday.
Eric B. Yager, 57, was

found dead after a single-
vehicle accident late
Thursday on county road
400 North.
According to informa-

tion from Jay County coro-
ner Michael Brewster,
Yager was driving on
county road 400 North
when his vehicle went off
the road. The crash
occurred just east of  the
intersection with county
road 650 West.
Yager was found dead

when first responders
arrived to the scene. His
2005 Dodge Caravan was
upside down and appeared
to have rolled, Brewster
explained.
Additional details were

not available as of  press
time.
An autopsy has been

scheduled, Brewster said.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
Not much changed for

Jay County Plan Commis-
sion this year.
The commission re-elect-

ed its officers from last
year for 2021 at its organi-
zational meeting Thursday.
Re-elections included

Scott Hilfiker as president,
Steve Ford as vice presi-
dent and Matt Minnich as
secretary. The commission
also designated Pati
McLaughlin as recording
secretary and Bill Hinkle
as legal council. 
McLaughlin noted Tom

Laux resigned from his
position this week on Jay
County Plan Commission.
(He had also served as the
county plan commission’s
ex-officio representative
on Portland Plan Commis-
sion.) Jay County Commis-
sioners will need to reap-
point a new citizen mem-
ber to his position later,
and the county plan com-
mission will need to name
a new ex-officio represen-
tative to the city’s plan
commission.
McLaughlin also men-

tioned there is outdated
language in the current
zoning ordinance that
needs to be changed,
although she didn’t name
specific examples. She said
the plan commission will
likely begin working on it
in the summer.
Jay County Commis-

sioner and plan commis-
sion member Chad Aker
brought up the Indiana
House Bill 1381.
“If  this House Bill 1381

passes, then that may
affect some of  our ordi-
nances –– the wind farm
and the solar farm ordi-
nances we’ve got,” Aker
said.
The bill would establish

standards for setbacks and
other requirements for
wind and solar operations. 

See ’21 page 5

Officers
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Officials say governor’s
ability to act quickly

was crucial in pandemic
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Continued from page 1
Indiana State Health Commis-

sioner Dr. Kristina Box said the
governor’s emergency orders
allowed the state health depart-
ment to “quickly and directly”
work with hospitals to address
statewide shortages of  staff  and
equipment early in the pandemic.
An order last fall suspending non-
emergency procedures at hospi-
tals also ensured a swift solution
to patient surges, she said.

“Our ability to respond effi-
ciently and effectively to this
once-in-a-lifetime emergency has
been tied to the governor’s execu-
tive orders,” Box said. “This was
especially crucial in those first
several months when we had to
deal with issues as they arose and
address them immediately.”
The executive orders have addi-

tionally streamlined the state’s
access to federal funding and
allowed health and safety agen-

cies to expedite the rollout of
COVID-19 vaccines, said Indiana
Homeland Security Executive
Director Steve Cox. Lapses in
emergency declarations could
“jeopardize” those resources, Cox
said, and “potentially affect our
ability to save lives.”
“If  this continues to move for-

ward, introducing a new layer of
approvals and analysis into deci-
sions that need to be made with
extreme urgency could drastical-

ly change the way Indiana
responds to emergencies in the
future,” Cox said. “Currently,
we’re in the middle of  this pan-
demic … this response still. We
have many lessons to be learned,
and I think it would be very good
for us to make sure that we go
through that process before we
make substantive changes.”
The debate arrives as the state

reaches a full year under a public
health emergency from the pan-

demic, which has killed some
12,800 in Indiana, according to the
state health department.
Action to stem the coronavirus

spread occurred soon after Indi-
ana lawmakers ended their 2020
session, with Holcomb issuing a
stay-at-home order that closed
businesses deemed nonessential
two weeks later. The Legislature
didn’t meet again until Novem-
ber, despite some lawmakers call-
ing for a special session.

Defended ...

SERVICES
Today

Hardymon, Nancy: 2 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Monday
Buening, Juanita: 10:30 a.m.,

Holy Trinity Catholic Church,
120 E. Main St., Coldwater, Ohio.

Loyd, Marjorie: 1 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

Robin Stults
Robin Stults, 57, a former Port-

land resident, died Tuesday at her
home in Bluffton. 
Services are pending at

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland.

Marjorie Loyd
Dec. 24, 1945-March 11, 2021

Marjorie Loyd, age 75, a resident
of  rural Portland, passed away on
Thursday, March 11, 2021, at her
home. 
Marjorie was born on Dec. 24,

1945, in Portland, the daughter of
Curney and Anna
Fern (Reef) Lindsey.
She graduated from
Bryant High School
in 1963, worked at
CTS in Berne for
many years and
retired from W&M
Manufacturing after
23 years.
She was a member

of  West Walnut Street Church of
Christ in Portland.
Marjorie married James Loyd on

April 9, 1967. 
Survivors include:
Her husband of  53 years — James

Loyd, rural Portland, Indiana 
Two daughters — Misty Runyon

(husband: Brandt), Portland, Indi-
ana, and Myra Brotherton (hus-
band: Mark), Dunkirk, Indiana 
Two sisters — Mary Lou Frye,

Bryant, Indiana, and Margaret
Lindsey, Portland, Indiana 
One brother — Dave Lindsey

(wife: Mary Ann), Bryant, Indiana 
Six grandchildren, two step-

grandchildren, one great-grandson
and three step-great grandchildren
Visitation will be held on Monday

from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Williamson-
Spencer and Penrod Funeral Home
in Portland. Services to celebrate
Marjorie’s life will follow at 1 p.m.
on Monday at the funeral home. Pas-
tor Gil Alicea will officiate the serv-
ice and burial will follow at a later
date in Green Park Cemetery in
Portland. 
Memorials may be directed

towards State of  the Heart Hospice
or West Walnut Street Church of
Christ. 
Condolences may be expressed at

williamsonspencer.com. 

Juanita Buening 
Jan. 1, 1938-March 10, 2021

Juanita M. Buening, 83, of  Cold-
water, Ohio, died Wednesday, March
10, 2021, at Briarwood Village, Cold-
water.
She was born Jan. 1, 1938, at her

home in Indiana to the late Linus
and Esther (Krieg) Muhlenkamp.
On Aug. 31, 1957, she
married Paul H.
Buening who died
Jan. 22, 2010. 
She is survived by

four children, Susan
(Michael) Ripploh of
Minster, Ohio, Janice
(Jeff) Muhlenkamp of
Geneva, Larry Buen-
ing of  Coldwater and
Jean (Bernard) Hummel of  Kalama-
zoo, Michigan; eight grandchildren;
four great-grandchildren; siblings
and in-laws, Lou Ann Knoth of
Coldwater, Tom Carlisle of  Dayton,
Ohio, Kathy Coon of  Little Rock,
Arkansas, Elmer Kuess of  Celina,
Ohio, Janet Muhlenkamp of  Port-
land, Ivan (Sue) Muhlenkamp of
Saint Joseph, Michigan, Lavaughn
(Doris) Muhlenkamp of  Portland,
Ben (Susan) Muhlenkamp of  Bald-
win, Missouri, Dorothy Buening of
Coldwater, Betty Jane Buening of
Coldwater, Mary DeMange of  Anso-
nia, Ohio, and Marita (Tony) Gril-
liot of  Celina.
She was preceded in death by a

son, Dale Buening; a daughter, Mary
Buening; siblings and in-laws Alvin
(Dolores) Muhlenkamp, Ernest
Muhlenkamp, Cletus Knoth, Irma
Kuess, Elaine Carlisle, Ernest Buen-
ing, Urban (Rita) Buening, Albert
Buening, Greg (Helen) Buening,
Roman (Norma) Buening, Robert
DeMange, Louis Buening and
Clarence Buening.
She was a member of  Holy Trini-

ty Catholic Church in Coldwater,
Coldwater Eagles and the Coldwater
American Legion Auxiliary, and
was past president of  the St. Cecilia
Knights of  St. John. Juanita worked
at Coldwater Community Hospital
for 20 years and for 10 years as
housekeeper at Holy Trinity
Catholic Church rectory, and was
bookkeeper for Larry’s Mowing
Service for 25 years.
A Funeral Mass following all Cen-

ters for Disease Control and Preven-

tion guidelines will be held at 10:30
a.m. on Monday, March 13, 2021, at
Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Cold-
water, with live stream at coldwater-
cluster.org/information/watch-
mass-online. Burial will follow in St.
Elizabeth Cemetery, Coldwater.
Family may call from 4 to 5 p.m.

on Sunday. Public viewing from 5 to
7 p.m. Sunday and 9 to 10 a.m. Mon-
day at the Hogenkamp Funeral
Home in Coldwater.
Memorials may be made to Mer-

cer County Council on Aging or Arc
of  Mercer County, serving people
with intellectual and mental disabil-
ities.
Condolences may be expressed at

hogenkampfh.com.

Gloria Miller
Dec. 3, 1936-March 6, 2021

Gloria Jean Miller, a Portland
native, died March 6, 2021. She was
84.
Gloria was born on Dec. 3, 1936, in

Portland, the daughter of  Hugh and
Luella Miller. 
She attended Portland High

School and was a drum majorette
for the marching band. She attended
Hanover College and graduated
from Pacific Lutheran University in
Parkland, Washington.
Gloria married William David

Hill of  Portland on Feb. 14, 1957. She
was employed by Catholic Commu-
nity Services.
She was active in Job’s Daughter’s

and attained the status of  honored
queen of  her local chapter.
She lived in Fort Benning, Geor-

gia, Fort Leonhardwood, Florida,
Fort Lewis, Washington, and Fort
Richardson, Alaska.
She is survived by her children,

U.S. Navy Cmdr. Paul Hill of  Texas
and Karin Bradley of  Washington.
She was preceded in death by her

parents; brother Dr. Charles Miller
of  Portland; and sister Patricia
Miller of  Los Angeles.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of  residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

By MIKE GRANT
Washington Times Herald
The Daviess County Council received a

report on plans to develop an infrastruc-
ture development zone covering the entire
county. The zone would be used as part of
a public-private partnership to bring high-
speed internet to every business and home
in the county.
“The EDC and Commissioners are work-

ing with RTC Communications to estab-
lish this,” said Bryant Niehoff, executive
director for the Daviess County Economic
Development Corp. “What we saw during
the recent COVID pandemic is that there is
a lot bigger need for expanded broadband
availability. We saw that with our students
trying to do elearning from home and with
people trying to work from home.”
“We are looking to improve the quality

of  life in Daviess County,” said County
Commissioners President Michael Taylor.
“A broadband expansion would be huge for
the entire county.”
The formal plan is expected to be pre-

sented at the next commissioners meeting.
It calls for a 10-year tax exemption for RTC
for installing the broadband network. RTC
CEO Kirk Lehman told the council the
company has already invested $30 million
in the last 10 years in expanding broad-
band and under the latest plan will spend
another $25 million in the next five years
to bring broadband to all the homes and
businesses in the county.
Officials project the tax exemption over

10 years would be around $1-million. “We
are taking advantage of  every grant and
program out there,” said Lehman. “The
tax exemption would be part of  this fund-
ing.”
“This is an absolutely good thing for the

county,” said President of  the Daviess
County Council Tony Duncheon. “This not
just good for business development, but as
we saw during the COVID outbreak it is
good for our students. It is also something
positive for our farmers. High speed inter-
net has become a necessity for a communi-
ty to grow.”

Broadband plan considered

Obituaries

Loyd

Buening

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$169 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$79 million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 9-8-0
Daily Four: 7-7-1-1
Evening
Daily Three: 5-4-9
Daily Four: 0-2-9-7
Quick Draw: 2-11-12-

17-18-21-23-27-28-33-36-37-

48-66-69-70-71-74-77-80
Cash 5: 6-17-31-32-44
Estimated jackpot:

$423,000

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 2-6-7
Pick 4: 6-0-7-7
Pick 5: 9-3-6-9-8
Evening
Pick 3: 0-6-1
Pick 4: 2-4-8-2
Pick 5: 2-4-7-4-3
Rolling Cash: 1-10-16-

27-37
Estimated jackpot:

$140,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets

On March 12, 2020,
the stock market had its
biggest drop since the
Black Monday crash of
1987 as fears of  economic
fallout from the coron-
avirus crisis deepened;
the Dow industrials
plunged more than 2,300
points, or 10%.
In 1664, England’s

King Charles II granted
an area of  land on the
East Coast of  present-day
North America known as
New Netherland to his
brother James, the Duke
of  York.
In 1864, Lt. Gen.

Ulysses S. Grant
assumed command as
General-in-Chief  of  the
Union armies in the Civil
War.
In 1912, the Girl

Scouts of  the USA had its
beginnings as Juliette
Gordon Low of  Savan-
nah, Georgia, founded
the first American troop
of  the Girl Guides.
In 1933, President

Franklin D. Roosevelt
delivered the first of  his
30 radio addresses that
came to be known as
“fireside chats,” telling
Americans what was
being done to deal with

the nation’s economic
crisis.
In 1947, President

Harry S. Truman
announced what became
known as the “Truman
Doctrine” to help Greece
and Turkey resist Com-
munism.
In 1955, legendary jazz

musician Charlie “Bird”
Parker died in New York
at age 34.
In 1976, Teamsters

Local 135 was seeking
recognition as the official
bargaining agent for
employees of  Coca-Cola
Bottling Co. in Portland.
In 1980, a Chicago

jury found John Wayne
Gacy Jr. guilty of  the
murders of  33 men and
boys. (The next day, Gacy
was sentenced to death;
he was executed in May
1994.)
In 1994, the Church of

England ordained its
first women priests.
In 2009, disgraced fin-

ancier Bernard Madoff
pleaded guilty in New
York to pulling off  per-
haps the biggest swindle
in Wall Street history; he
would be sentenced to 150
years behind bars.

—AP and The CR

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................5.45
Wheat ......................6.07

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................5.51
April corn ................5.56

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................5.45
April corn ................5.45
Beans ......................14.10
April beans ............14.03
Wheat ...................... 6.41
April wheat ............ 6.41

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................5.37
April corn ................5.39
Beans ......................13.98
April beans ............13.98
Wheat ...................... 6.28
July wheat .............. 6.04

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................5.37
April corn ................5.44
Beans ......................13.95
April beans ............14.00
Wheat ......................5.91
April wheat ..............6.46

Lotteries

Monday
4 p.m. — Jay School

Board executive session,
General Shanks, 414 E.
Floral Ave., Portland.
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.
6:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-

ery School Board, confer-
ence room, high school,
400 E. Butler St.
7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-

ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

CR almanac
Saturday

3/13
Sunday
3/14

Monday
3/15

Tuesday
3/16

Wednesday
3/17

51/34 52/31 47/39 57/37 52/32
Mostly

sunny by day
and night, with
warmer tem-
peratures
through the
rest  of the
weekend.

Tempera-
tures will
begin to drop
again after
Wednesday.
Mostly cloudy
skies.

30%
chance of rain
before 1 p.m.
Otherwise
mostly cloudy
with warm
temperatures.

60%
chance of rain
during the day
and night. Oth-
erwise skies
will be mostly
cloudy.

Skies will
be mostly
cloudy, with 5
to 10 mph
winds moving
northeast in
the morning.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. upstairs at True
Value Hardware, Meridian
Street, Portland. For more
information, call (260) 729-
2532.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.
BRYANT AREA COM-

MUNITY CENTER —
Walking from 9 to 10 a.m.
every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.
EUCHRE — For those 55

and older from 12:30 to 3
p.m. at West Jay Commu-
nity Center in Dunkirk.
PREGNANCY CARE

CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.
JAY COUNTY DRUG

PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at 3:30
p.m. the third Monday of
each month in room 106 at
John Jay Center for Learn-

ing, 101 S. Meridian St. in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 251-3259.
BREAD OF LIFE COM-

MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come. 
TAKE OFF POUNDS

SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 5:30
p.m., with the meeting at 6
p.m., in the fellowship hall
at Evangelical Methodist
Church, 930 W. Main St.,
Portland. New members
welcome. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-5312. 
NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 6
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.
PORTLAND EVENING

OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the first and
third Monday of  each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.
PENN HUSKY

HOOSIER HOTSHOTS 4-H
CLUB — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. Monday, March 15, at
Pennville United
Methodist Church.

Tuesday
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.
ALZHEIMER'S CARE-

GIVER SUPPORT GROUP
— Will meet at 5:30 p.m.
the third Tuesday of  each
month at Jay County Pub-
lic Library community
room. For more informa-
tion, call Deb Tipton at
(260) 729-2806 or Elasha
Lennartz at (765) 729-4567.
THE LANDING — A 12-

step program for those in
sixth through 12th grade
will meet at 5:55 p.m. each
Tuesday at 2nd Chance at
Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 703-0777 or (260) 726-
5273.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: I recently got
into a huge fight with my
boyfriend, which caused us to
break up and me to move two
hours away to stay with my mom.
We have a beautiful 6-month-old
daughter, and I still love him very
much. He has begged me to move
back and has shown me he still
has feelings for me. 
Because of  past abuse from

family and previous partners, I
find it very hard to trust. I would
love to go back, but I keep being
told that it would be a mistake. I
want to be a family again, but I
don’t want the people who tell me
it’s a mistake to be mad at me.
Must I give in and stay away or
follow my heart and go back? —
MIXED UP IN MISSOURI
DEAR MIXED UP: I wish

you had disclosed more about
the fight that caused you to
move away and take the baby.

It must have been a doozy. Was
he cheating? Physically or
emotionally abusive? If  it was
any of  those, I don’t think it is
advisable to reconcile. 
Why are “people” advising

you not to go back with him?
Are their reasons valid? If
they aren’t, perhaps you
should worry less about pleas-
ing them and more about
accepting responsibility for
your own choices. 
Should you follow your

heart? Yes, if  it leads you and

this man to a licensed couples
counselor for help in resolv-
ing your problems before
they get out of  hand again,
and deciding what would be
in the best interest of  your
child.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My husband and

I just got married. We have only
one problem: his ex-girlfriend.
She used to be my best friend,
but we fell out years ago. 
She hadn’t contacted him in a

long time, but since she found
out we got married, she has been
texting him begging to meet up.
She messaged me once asking
for all of  us to get together, but
she messages him to meet her
alone and “talk.” He ignores her
and shows me the messages. 
Should I step in and tell her to

back off  or ignore her as he is
doing? I trust and love my hus-

band, but she’s becoming a pest
and starting to annoy me and
him. — TROUBLED IN TEN-
NESSEE
DEAR TROUBLED: Because

silence hasn’t successfully
conveyed the message that
you and your husband aren’t
interested in renewing the
relationship, HE should be
the one to tell her — in plain
English. If  he doesn’t do that,
then you should.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: Last year was a

tough one for me and my family.
In addition to the COVID mess, I
lost my best friend of  30 years,
and one of  my sisters-in-law lost
her best friend of  50 years. 
We were talking about each of

our losses recently, and she men-
tioned that she has no pictures
of  her and her friend together. I
said the same about my friend.

Right then I decided that no mat-
ter how bad my hair, makeup,
etc. looked, I wouldn’t shy away
from having my photo taken.
Sometimes we don’t realize how
much a candid snapshot can
mean until it is too late. Do you
agree? — MOMENT IN TIME IN
TEXAS
DEAR MOMENT: Yes, as a

matter of  fact, I do. I have
been guilty of  photo-dodging,
and I am sure many others
have been, too. After reading
your letter, I am resolving to
do better in the future. Thank
you!

••••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Mom longs to reunite despite friends’ advice
Dear
Abby

Student art is on display.
The Regional Student

Art Exhibit is now open to
the public at Arts Place in
Portland.
The exhibit features

work from students in Jay
County and the surround-
ing area. It is open during
regular Arts Place hours
— 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday
through Thursday, and 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday.

Activites scheduled
Minnetrista has a variety

of  activities scheduled for
this month, including a Bob
Ross Painting workshop
Saturday. The workshop,
which is for teens, will run
from 3 to 6 p.m.
Other events this month

include:
•St. Patrick’s Day Brunch

— 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. March
14.
•Glass Workshop — Par-

ticipants will create Easter
eggs in 45-minute sessions
from 9 a.m. to noon.

•Family Adventure Day
— Event features a
“choose-your-own-adven-
ture” in addition to vir-
tual activities with ses-
sions from 10 a.m. to
noon, 1 to 3 p.m. and 4 to
6 p.m.

Photo contest open
Jay County Public

Library is looking to
highlight the best local
photos with its Picture
Jay County: Smartphone
Photography Contest.
To participate, submit up

to three photos by email to
jaylibrary315@gmail.com
by March 17.
For more information,

visit jaycpl.lib.in.us.

Art exhibit
is underway

Taking
Note

Photo provided

Officers installed
Cincinnatus League of Jay County installed new officers at its March 5 meeting. New

officers are president Drew Houck, vice president Cheryl Lucas, treasurer, Judith Zearbaugh and
secretary Karen Bailey. Pictured, outgoing president Barbara Street passes the gavel to Houck
while Zearbaugh (left) and Lucas (right) watch.
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To the editor:
Adolph Hitler, the author

of  “Mein Kampf,” said: “If
you tell a big enough lie
and tell it frequently
enough, it will be
believed.”
There are, ostensibly,

enough Republicans that
are willing to believe the
“big lie” of  Donald Trump
as well. 
I have previously written

a letter to the editor in
regard to some states seek-
ing to reform their, accord-
ing to them, “inadequate”
voting laws. It has been
pretty well disseminated
over the last week or so as
to just how sincere, yet
malicious, this effort is
evolving in placing barri-
ers to citizens exercising
their constitutional rights.
Some Republicans seem

willing to enact a 21-centu-
ry version of  the old “Jim
Crow” laws in order to
ensure future election “vic-
tories.” Their solution

seems to be, “let’s break it
so we can fix it.”
Or to use Orwellian dou-

ble-speak: the fewer people
who vote the better.
Hitler also said: “A man

who has no sense of  histo-
ry, is like a man who has no
ears or eyes.”
“Democracy Dies In

Darkness” are the words
under the banner of  The
Washington Post.
And it remains to be

determined whether we
will cover our ears and
close our eyes, and thus,
give our consent to the
darkness and the death of
our democracy.
Michael Kinser
Portland

Will we be lost
in the darkness?

By IDA AUKEN
Special To The Washington Post
It must be extremely expen-

sive to eat at McDonald’s in Den-
mark, or so Americans could be
forgiven for thinking after Rep.
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, D-
New York, noted that the chain’s
workers here in Denmark are
paid $22 an hour and get six
weeks’ paid vacation a year.
“It is utterly embarrassing

that ‘pay people enough to live’
is a stance that’s even up for
debate,” she tweeted, as her fel-
low lawmakers battled over
whether to include a $15-an-
hour minimum wage mandate
in the pandemic relief  bill mak-
ing its way through Congress.
Well, our Big Macs are not

that expensive. A burger in Den-
mark costs roughly a dollar
more that it costs in the United
States.
But this has nothing to do

with a minimum wage. We don’t
have one. 
What we have is the Danish

labor-market model, also known
as “flexicurity” because it offers
flexibility and security for
workers and employers alike.
Ocasio-Cortez is right to look to
us Danes for inspiration; she is
not right in linking Danish
McDonald’s workers’ pay to her
call for a government-controlled
minimum wage.
The Danish model is a decen-

tralized system in which pay
and working conditions are
established by collective-bar-
gaining agreements between
trade unions and employers’
organizations. Our unions are
strong, mostly because employ-
ers and employees both gain
from the relationship. If  the
labor agreements are not
respected, workers have the
right to go on strike and, con-
versely, the employers have the
right to lock out workers. The
state interferes only if  negotia-
tions break down. They rarely
do.
Workers benefit from flexicu-

rity because the social safety
net includes universal health
insurance and paid sick leave,
and collective-bargaining agree-
ments generally include paid
maternity leave and a pension
plan, as well as good wages. 
Workers who pay into an

unemployment insurance fund
get up to two years of  unem-
ployment benefits after losing
their jobs, and the government
runs aggressive training and
counseling services to help
them return to work quickly. 
As for employers, they can

shed workers easily because
severance pay and termination

notices are limited, there are
few procedural hurdles, and the
government picks up the tab on
benefits such as health care.
That same streamlining allows
employers to hire workers back
quickly when demand for their
products or services goes up.
Win-win.
In Denmark, we have very few

working poor who can’t sustain
themselves and their families
with a full-time job. Not even a
low-skilled or unskilled worker
has to take multiple jobs to
make a living, if  they work in
the parts of  the labor market
covered by collective-bargain-
ing agreements. 
All public employees are

organized according to such
agreements.
For the private labor market,

they account for three out of
four companies. Danes do have
industries that aren’t covered
by collective agreements, espe-
cially those that include compa-
nies arising from the growth of
the platform economy. This is a
problem, and we have started
looking for solutions.
Yes, the Big Mac aside, goods

are generally more expensive
here, and taxes are high, but the
costs are offset by the strong
social safety net.
We are a wealthy country

with a very high employment
rate. 
In the fourth quarter last

year, even during a pandemic, 74
percent of  the working-age pop-
ulation was employed, com-
pared to 67.9 percent in the Unit-
ed States, according to the
Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development.
We recover more quickly from
crises because of  the flexicurity
model, too. 
Just as companies can easily

scale down during economic
downturns, they can scale up
fast.
When COVID-19 shut down

our society, Denmark saw rising
unemployment just as other
countries did. But we also saw
an immediate positive influence
on the statistics as soon our
working life got back closer to
normal. And the people who lost
their jobs did not need to fear
for their future because of  our
high levels of  social protection

and vigorous labor market poli-
cy.
According to the Employment

Relations Research Centre at
the University of  Copenhagen,
Danes in general are happy with
the Danish model, not only
because it makes economic
sense but also because it creates
a sense of  common purpose that
ensures the dignity of  every cit-
izen. It can also encourage
social mobility.
For example, my colleague

Leif  Lahn, a fellow member of
the Danish Parliament, grew up
in a poor family 50 years ago.
His father was an unskilled
worker at the harbor in Aarhus,
Denmark’s second-largest city.
Leif  recalls how he lived in an
impoverished neighborhood,
and how his dad pointed to the
rich families in the wealthy
neighborhood: “You will never
be able to live like them,” he
would tell Leif. 
History proved his father

wrong. 
Leif  began his working life

driving trucks at the harbor.
Because of  collective bargain-
ing, he and his fellow workers
were ensured decent pay. In
1995, he moved into the very
neighborhood his dad had said
was beyond his reach. He still
lives there.
Leif ’s story is not uncommon

in Denmark, where the working
class can be lifted into the mid-
dle class. This mobility stabi-
lizes our society and ensures
that our cities are mixed. 
By and large, we have avoided

being split into gated communi-
ties and projects.
Our kids grow up getting to

know children of  other econom-
ic, educational and social back-
grounds, which means less of
the political polarization we see
in other democracies and rein-
forced by social media.
The United States, by con-

trast, is experiencing rising
inequality. The median income
has risen nearly 40 percent
since 1980. But if  you look at the
median income of  just the mid-
dle class, it has increased only
marginally.
Fighting inequality is one of

the most pressing tasks facing
world leaders today. 
Is a mandated minimum wage

the answer? 
Not in Denmark. 
And perhaps not in the United

States, either, if  other economic
policies do not change, as well.

••••••••••
Auken is a Social Democratic

Party member of  the Danish par-
liament.

Wage isn’t the only option

Letters to
the Editor

By MORTON J. MARCUS
Spring must be near.
The clocks will need to

be changed. Waterfowl fly
northward across the sky.
The creek behind the
house travels fast and full
from the runoff  of  develop-
ments upstream. Tiny
green shoots appear in the
garden.
So too did Faye of  the

Forest, as before perched
on the deck rail.
“You’ve seen it?” she

asked.
“Yes,” I said. “The map

from the Department of
Metropolitan Development
highlighting encroach-
ment on environmentally
sensitive areas in Marion
County; it’s most concern-
ing.”
“Most concerning?” she

sneered. “Don’t your eyes
tell you that right here in
your backyard is the center
of  the most concentrated
amount of  residential
development in all of  Mari-
on County?”
I fell silent before a flood

of  words rivaling the flow
of  the creek just yards
away.
“Don’t you see the need

to stop development, not
only here, but in most
counties of  this state?”
I knew this was a decla-

ration, not a question.
“Frankly, Faye,” I flut-

tered, “I don’t see that. If
development is stopped, it
will just spill over into
adjoining counties. We’ll
be repeating errors of  the
past, turning farmland,
open space and timbered
acres into more roofs tops
and paved areas, generat-
ing more automotive and
truck traffic.”
“But,” she challenged,

“wherever more people,
buildings, cars and trucks
locate means more pollu-
tion, congestion and pres-
sure on every resource. It
would chock the city, the
driver of  growth for the
entire state?”
“And what would you, a

figment of  cerebral fer-
mentation, do?” I asked.
“Deny people the right to
live where and how they
please?”
“I’d have strict enforce-

ment of  regional zoning
based on strengthening the
entire metro area,” she
responded. “We’ve seen the
results when developers
and irresponsible local gov-
ernments chase the easy
dollar. Design transporta-
tion corridors for tomor-
row’s technologies not just

rebuilding and extending
the past. Let’s end the silly
contests for power, glory
and property taxes among
the competing suburbs.”
“It’s been thought of,” I

objected, “and it doesn’t
work.”
“That’s the whole point,”

she said, emphasizing each
syllable. “Indianapolis is
too important to be left to
Marion County residents
alone.”
“So!” I had her now. “You

support Republican efforts
to take power away from
the city and give it to the
surrounding parasites.
You’d prefer a dysfunction-
al conglomeration over the
well-entrenched chaos we
have now?”
“Look,” Faye smiled at

me. “If  the suburbs don’t
understand how metro
areas thrive through join-
ing forces, sharing
resources and building
strong networks, they’ll
suffer. It is not about jug-
gling power but joining in
purposeful progress.”
She was on a roll.
“Every bit of  under-uti-

lized, previously developed
ground in every core city
needs to be incorporated
into today’s world,” she
continued, “either through
preservation, redevelop-
ment, or by set-aside to
maintain environmental
quality.”
“Sure,” I said, “and let

me sell you shares in a
bridge from my home-
town.”
But Faye had faded.

••••••••••
Marcus is an economist.

Email him at mortonjmar-
cus@yahoo.com.

Developed land
must be converted
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It is not
about

juggling power
but joining

in purposeful
progress.

Ida
Auken
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Continued from page 1
The project, which is already

underway, will expand the prac-
tice by about 1,500 square feet to a
total of  6,040 square feet.
The practice will get additional

space for evaluating patients and
will be generally repurposed to
better utilize space.
“It helps by adding more exam

rooms, but also it helps with the
workflow too,” said Jennifer Dale,
regional facility manager for IU
Health. “We had a lot of  exam
rooms that were there that were
tied up with being employee
areas.”
It is scheduled to be complete

by the end of  June, with a new
doctor expected to join the prac-
tice July 1. The expansion is esti-
mated at a cost of  $767,500.
The expansion of  Family First

was planned to include the hospi-
tal’s Healthy Beginnings pro-
gram, which was implemented
last year as the facility phased out
birthing services. But the pro-
gram has grown faster than
expected. For that reason,
Healthy Beginnings will get its
own dedicated space, located
across the hallway west of  First
Family.
“With all the stuff  they’ve got

going, it won’t even fit in the back
(of  Family First),” said Vanator.
Like the educational area on

the second floor, the new Healthy
Beginnings space is being han-
dled by in-house staff.
“They’ve got some space

carved out now,” said Vanator.
“That was kind of  a late addition
to the plan, but it fit nicely.”

Cardiac and pulmonary
IU Health Jay’s cardiac and

pulmonary outpatient rehabilita-
tion services will be shifted from
its current home in the Jay Fami-
ly Medicine building to space on
the hospital’s second floor.
Like Family First, the unit will

get expanded space, from about
1,191 square feet to 3,500 square
feet. But just as important is the
space will be designed specifical-
ly for cardiac and pulmonary
rehabilitation. The current unit
is located is space which previ-
ously served as Dr. Stephen
Myron’s office.
“They have a really small blue-

print over there at Jay Family
Medicine,” said Dale. “They’re
going to be increasing their foot-
print and then also making it
much more efficient as far as
their space goes.”

Rather than being split off  into
rooms, the new unit will have
more of  an open concept modeled
after the one at IU Health Ball
Memorial Hospital in Muncie. It
will include a short track for
walking and testing.
“It’s a pretty big improvement

as far as the facility space goes,”
said Vanator.
The work, estimated at

$821,100, is scheduled to begin in
May, with the unit to open in Sep-
tember.

Physical therapy
IU Health Jay’s outpatient

physical therapy service will
make the move from the former
Vormohr building on county
road 100 South to the area of  IU
Health Jay which at one time
housed inpatient behavioral
health on the north side of  the
hospital. That unit was shut
down in early 2020 and the rooms
were converted to negative pres-
sure for treatment of  COVID-19
patients.
For the outpatient physical

therapy unit, it will represent an
increase to 4,500 square feet from
the current 3,265 square feet.
And, like the cardiac and pul-
monary rehabilitation unit, the

space will be designed for physi-
cal therapy (modeled after the
unit at IU Health Blackford)
rather than being converted for-
mer medical offices.
“It was just a space where we

put something to make it work
whereas this will be much better
for patient flow and having every-
thing in one specific location,”
said IU Health Jay chief  nursing
officer Christina Schemenaur.
The renovation will also

include the addition of  an exam
room for the adjacent emergency
department.
The project is estimated at $1.26

million with plans to start con-
struction in June and open in
October.

Behavioral health
Like physical therapy, IU

Health Jay’s outpatient behav-
ioral health unit will shift from
the former Vormohr building to
the hospital. Current administra-
tive office space on the north side
of  the hospital will be slimmed
down to accommodate the unit.
Like the other relocations, the

move is intended to make the unit
more user friendly for both
patients and health care
providers. (The total space will

stay the same at about 3,500
square feet.) The goal is also to
make sure proper technology is
in place to accommodate new
services, such as the Virtual
Intensive Outpatient Program
that was implemented last sum-
mer.
“A lot of  the stuff  is getting

more high tech,” said Vanator.
There will also be a direct

patient entrance for the behav-
ioral health unit on the north side
of  the building to improve priva-
cy. The hospital’s employee
entrance will be moved to the
northwest corner of  the building.
In addition to the various

improvements to the facilities,
Vanator added it will be helpful to
have staff  on a single campus.
(Once the former Vormohr build-
ing is vacated by hospital staff, it
will be put up for sale.)
“There’s something to be said

about having people together,”
said Vanator.
The outpatient behavior health

work, estimated at a cost of  $1.16
million, is expected to begin late
this summer and be completed no
later than Dec. 31.
“The intent is to have all of

these projects finished by the end
of  the year,” said Dale.

Underway ...

License suspended
An Auburn man was

arrested this morning for
violating his license sus-
pension.
Paul E. Carpenter, 46,

1858 W. Auburn Drive, was
preliminarily charged a
Level 6 felony for being a
habitual traffic violator
with a lifetime suspension.
Carpenter was released
from Jay County Jail on
$3,000 bond.

Intersection crash
A Portland woman driv-

ing through the intersec-
tion of  Meridian and Wal-
nut streets in Portland
crashed into the back of  a
tractor trailer about 9:18
a.m. Wednesday.
Cynthia L. Stewart, 66,

was driving her 2005 Honda
Pilot north on Meridian
Street and following behind
a 2018 International Trac-
tor when it stopped. She
later told Portland police
she was unable to stop
because of  a leg cramp and
crashed into the vehicle
driven by Quentin Hine, 68,
Millersburg.
The tractor trailer is reg-

istered to Rush Truck Leas-
ing Inc. of  Chicago. Dam-
age is estimated between
$2,500 and $5,000.

Felony
arrests

Capsule
Reports

Continued from page 1
It would limit local gov-

ernment units from imple-
menting regulations that
are more restrictive than
those standards.
Aker said the bill has met

with opposition from vari-
ous commissioners around
the state. As written,
though, Jay County’s ordi-
nances will likely not need
to change much because
they are less restrictive
than the state’s proposal, he
explained.

’21 ...

Farms honored
Two local farms were recently honored

with Hoosier Homestead Awards, which
recognize owned and maintained by the same
family for 100 years or longer. Recognized this
year from Jay County were the Johnson farm
(family pictured at left), which received a
Sesquicentennial Award, and the Rockwell farm,
which received a Centennial Award. To be
eligible, farms must be 20 acres or larger or
produce more than $1,000 worth of agricultural
products per year.

Photo provided
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J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

ÌSEAMSTRESS NANÎ
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Fleece
Blankets, AppliquÈ, Zip-
pers, Hemming, Memory
T-Shirt, Special Orders
260.766.9334

WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776

GOODHEWÍS ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, March 13,

2021 11:00 am 40 Acres
on St. Rt. 49 Rockford,

OH  
Auction to be conducted
at 9920 St. Rt. 49 Chat-
tanooga, OH next to the
Chattanooga Fire

House.
This Real Estate Parcel
of real estate contains
40 acres more or less
with 39.4610 acres till-
able and 0.0830 acres of
woods, the farm has
average tilling.  

Terms on real estate:
$30,000 down day of
auction, balance at clos-
ing within 30 days.  The
Real estate will selling
with no contingencies.
Possession to be the
day of auction.  The
taxes and assessments
will be prorated to the
day of closing.

Note: Contact the auc-
tioneers, Frank Arling or
Brandon Arling for infor-

mation packet.
Owner:  Paul E. Wrenn
Jr. & Burt Worthing

Trust, Lisa Harper Suc-
cessor  Trustee for Paul

E. Wrenn Jr.
Terms:  Any statements
made day of sale super-
sedes prior statements
or advertisements, not
responsible for acci-
dents.  Portions of this
auction may be record-
ed.  Auctioneer licensed
by the State of Ohio.
Licebsed Real Estate
Agent in Ohio.  Go to
our website at

www.arling-evers.com or
auctionzip.com

Frank (Wills) Arling-
Osgood, OH

419-582-3801 or 937-
670-6886

Brandon Arling-Maria
Stein, OH

567-644-4851

100 JOBS WANTED  

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.

110 HELP WANTED  

THE TOWN OF RED-
KEY IS accepting appli-
cations for a Full Time
and Reserve Police Offi-
cers. Applications may
be picked up at the The
Redkey Town Hall, 8922
West State Road 67,
Redkey, IN. Applications
must be submitted
before 4 p.m. on March
16th, 2021.

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

ROD PENROD, LICENSED AGENT

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Drug Plans
Medicare Advantage
Senior Life Insurance

Local Agent

260-418-9492

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Hi and Lois

Agnes

Rose is Rose

Peanuts

SPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

Beetle Bailey

Snuffy Smith

Blondie

Funky Winkerbean

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com
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GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS
You never know

what you might find in

The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to

a new home, to a

new job,

the Classifieds

deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call  

260-726-8141

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

    In order for your
advertisement to
appear in the next
day’s paper, or for
a correction or
stop order to be

made
for an ad already
appearing,

we must receive
the ad, correction

or
cancellation

before
12:00 pm

Tuesday-Friday.

Deadline for
Tuesday is 

12:00 pm on the
previous
Monday.

Deadline for
The News
and Sun is

3:00 pm Friday. 

The
Commercial
Review

309 W. Main
Portland, Indiana

260-726-8141



Continued from page 8
The Low-A West league will

also adopt on-field timers previ-
ously used at other levels with
additional regulations to reduce
game length and improve pace
of  play.
The coronavirus pandemic

wiped out the 2020 minor league
season and is expected to delay
the start of  the 2021 schedule
until around the first week of
May. The Fort Wayne TinCaps, a
High-A Central — formerly the

Midwest League — affiliate of
the San Diego Padres, open their
season May 4.
The minors were contracted

from 160 teams to 120 this offsea-
son following the expiration of
the Professional Baseball Agree-
ment governing the relationship
between MLB and National
Association of  Professional
Baseball Leagues, which operat-
ed the minors. MLB has since
assumed full control of  the
enterprise.

“The game on the field is con-
stantly evolving, and MLB must
be thoughtful and intentional
about progressing toward the
very best version of  baseball — a
version that is true to its essence
and has enough consistent
action and athleticism on dis-
play to entertain fans of  all
ages,” said former Red Sox and
Cubs executive Theo Epstein,
now a consultant to MLB. 
“These rules experiments will

provide valuable insight into

various ways to create a playing
environment that encourages
the most entertaining version of
the game. What we learn in the
Minor Leagues this year will be
essential in helping all parties
chart the right path forward for
baseball.”
MLB also will continue its

partnership with the Atlantic
League and said it may
announce additional rules
experiments there in the coming
weeks.

The Commercial Review
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Terps win
INDIANAPOLIS —

Eric Ayala scored 21
points, Aaron Wiggins
added 19 and Mary-
land dominated Michi-
gan State in the sec-
ond half  to take a 68-57
win in a first-round
Big Ten tournament
game on Thursday.
The eighth-seeded

Terrapins (16-12) gave
their NCAA Tourna-
ment hopes a big boost
but now face top-seed-
ed and No. 4 ranked
Michigan in the quar-
terfinals on Friday.
The Wolverines won
both regular-season
matchups by a com-
bined 35 points.
Maryland erased a

12-point first-half
deficit to lead 34-30 at
halftime and scored
the first eight points
of  the second half
before the Spartans
ended a field-goal
drought of  nearly 12
minutes spanning
both halves. Maryland
led by as many as 19
with seven minutes
remaining in the
game.

Fined
MIAMI — The NBA

has fined Meyers
Leonard $50,000, the
maximum allowed by
league policy, and sus-
pended him from
using all Miami Heat
facilities and activities
for one week in
response to his use of
an anti-Semitic term.
Commissioner

Adam Silver, in
announcing those
sanctions, also said
that he believes
Leonard “is genuinely
remorseful” for using
the slur.
Leonard will also be

required by the league
to participate in a cul-
tural diversity pro-
gram. He has already
met with representa-
tives from the Anti-
Defamation League, a
prominent Jewish
organization that
works to stop extrem-
ism and delivers anti-
bias education.
It was not immedi-

ately clear how the
penalties issued by the
NBA would affect
Leonard’s standing
with the team going
forward. The Heat,
within hours of  the
video coming out, said
Leonard would be
away from the team
indefinitely.

—Associated Press

In review

The Commercial Review/Chris Schanz

Peyton
pushes

Peyton Yowell of
the Jay County Junior
High School boys
swim team pushes
his way through the
water during the
breaststroke leg of
the 100-yard
individual medley
during a meet
Tuesday against the
South Adams
Starfires. The
Patriots host the
Allen County Athletic
Conference
championships at
5:15 p.m. tonight.

Minor ...

Scoreboard
Men’s college basketball

Rutgers 61, Indiana 50
Baylor 74, Kansas State 68
Ohio State 79, Minnesota 75
Oklahoma State 72, West Virginia 69
Kansas 69, Oklahoma 62
Texas 67, Texas Tech 66
Georgetown 72, Villanova 71
Virginia 72, Syracuse 69
Creighton 87, Butler 56
San Diego State 69, Wyoming 66
North Carolina 81, Virginia Tech 73
Toledo 91, Ball State 89 F/OT
Oregon State 83, UCLA 70 F/OT
UConn 94, DePaul 60
Wisconsin 75, Penn State 74

NBA basketball
Charlotte 105, Detroit 102
Brooklyn 121, Boston 109
Atlanta 121, Toronto 120
Philadelphia 127, Chicago 105
Milwaukee 134, New York 101
Miami 111, Orlando 103
Minnesota 135, New Orleans 105
Oklahoma City 116, Dallas 108
Phoenix 127, Portland 121
Sacramento 125, Houston 105
L.A. Clippers 130, Golden State 104

Local schedule
Friday

Jay County — Junior high swimming
hosts ACAC championships – 5:15 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball scrimmage
at Coldwater – 4:30 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Junior high wrestling in

ACAC championships at South Adams – 9
a.m.

TV schedule
Friday

2 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:
Ohio State vs. Purdue (BTN); Florida vs.
Tennessee (ESPN)

3 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:
Cincinnati vs. SMU (ESPN2)

6 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:

Georgetown vs. Seton Hall (FS1)
6:30 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:

Oklahoma State vs. Baylor (ESPN); Rut-
gers vs. Illinois (BTN)

9 p.m. — Men’s College Basketball:
North Carolina vs. Florida State (ESPN)’
UConn vs. Creighton (FS1); Wisconsin vs.
Iowa (BTN)

10:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Indiana
Pacers at Los Angeles Lakers (FSIN)

11:30 p.m. — Men’s College Basket-
ball: Colorado vs. USC (ESPN)

Saturday
11 a.m. — Men’s College Basketball:

UMass Lowell at Hartford (ESPN2)
10 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Indiana

Pacers at Phoenix Suns (FSIN)

Local notes
Registration opens Saturday

Portland Junior League will have two
registration days beginning on Saturday.

The session will be from 9 a.m. to noon
on Saturday and March 20 at Jay Commu-
nity Center, 115 E. Water St., Portland.

Registration forms can be picked up at
JCC, or they’re available online at PJL’s
Facebook page.

The league is open to boys and girls
ages 5 to 15.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

By ARNIE STAPLETON
AP Pro Football Writer
DENVER — Teams

searching for an antidote to
the high-octane offenses
and mobile quarterbacks
that dominate the modern
NFL won’t have to wait
around for the draft.
Free agency this year

promises a deeper pool of
possibilities than usual
because the league’s lost
revenues during the coron-

avirus pandemic in 2020
resulted in the  first
decrease in the salary cap
in a decade.
“You’re going to see more

veteran guys released for
cap purposes than you
would otherwise,” ex-NFL
GM and Hall of  Famer Bill
Polian said after the league
announced a salary cap of
$182.5 million in 2021, an
8% reduction from last
year.

COVID-19 also produced
an irregular college season
complete with opt-outs and
cancellations, including the
East-West Shrine Game. 
Then, the league scuttled

its annual scouting com-
bine in Indianapolis, mak-
ing it harder still for teams
to evaluate the incoming
class.
“In the draft, you’re just

shooting from the hip
because you just haven’t

really spent any time
around players,” former
Bucs GM Mark Dominik
said. 
Society has turned to

videoconferences and
remote work over the last
year, and the NFL is no dif-
ferent. With scouts unable
to visit schools and do their
usual vetting of  players,
personnel departments are
relying on hour-long Zoom
calls to get to know these

prospects. 
“It’s just a lot more diffi-

cult to gauge character,”
Dominik said. “So, that
might just make somebody
be a little bit more aggres-
sive in free agency.”
While the veteran possi-

bilities come with the
caveat of  more wear and
tear, they also carry fewer
unknowns, making the
risk/reward equation easi-
er to stomach. 

Free agency an antidote for offensive fireworks

ACCCEPTING APPLI-
CATIONS FOR Wait-
ress. 20-30 hours per
week or part-time. Must
be 18 years old. Applica-
tion can be filled out at
The American Legion in
Ridgeville, IN.

EXPERIENCED SEMI
DRIVER needed in Port-
land, IN. Monday-Friday
dedicated run only,
$0.60/mile, 2500-3000
miles/week. Lots of ben-
efits included. Call/text
260.251.7839 or email
customerservice@tjx-
pservice.com

JAY COUNTY PUBLIC
LIBRARY - Applications
now being accepted for
the full-time position of
Library Assistant. Job
requires both strong cus-
tomer service skills and
attention to detail. Job
description available at
the library and on the
libraryís website at
www.jaycpl.lib.in.us.
Applications accepted
until position is filled

FULL TIME DENTAL
HYGIENIST wanted to
add to the team at Dunn
Family Dental Care, 110
W North St, Portland,
IN. Please email resume
to drdunn@dfdcpc.com
or call our office at 260
726-8007 for more infor-
mation

THE DUNKIRK PARK
BOARD is accepting
applications for the fol-
lowing positions until
April 16th pool manager,
assistant manager, certi-
fied life guards, conces-
sions, admissions, park
labor. Applications can
be picked up at The City
Building is open from
8:00 am - 4:30 pm Mon-
day-Friday EoE

130 MISC. FOR SALE  

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial

Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT  

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJís U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631.

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS  

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Masseyís Towing

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocumís Salvage

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�
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Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY,SS:

IN THE JAY
SUPERIOR/CIRCUIT

COURT
CIVIL DIVISION ROOM

CASE NO: 
38C01-2102-DN-018

Hope Powell Petitioner 
VS 

Clifton Powell Respondent
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR
DISSOLUTION OF MAR-

RIAGE
Hope Powell whose mailing
address is PO Box 2 Bryant,
IN 47326, And whose resi-
dence is in Jay County, Indi-
ana hereby gives notice that
Hope Powell Has filed a peti-
tion in the Jay Superior /Cir-
cuit Court Civil Division
Room Requesting the mar-
riage of Hope Powell and
Clifton Powell be dissolved.
Notice is further given that
the hearing will be held on
said Petition on the 23rd day
of April, 2021 at 2 o’clock pm.

Hope Powell
Bryant, IN 47326

CR 3/12,19,26-2021-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
JAF Trans., LLC

2323 Chalk Hill Road, Dallas

214-763-6409

2011 Freight-Liner Cascadia

Vin 1FBUGADV6BSAV4938

Left for repairs of $13,555 plus

storage will be sold 30 days

from this posting 3-12-2021

CR 3-12-2021HSPAXLP

Public Notice
Alcohol & 

Tobacco Commission
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC

HEARING
The Alcohol Beverage Board of
Jay County, Indiana will hold a
public hearing at 11:00 am on
March 23, 2021 virtually 
through Microsoft Teams, to in-
vestigate the propriety of hold-
ing an alcoholic beverage per-
mit by the applicants listed 
below. Information on access-
ing the virtual meeting can be
found at 
https://www.in.gov/atc/alcohol-r

esources/alcohol-
beverage-information/#lb-

Hearing .
RR3816123 Beer Wine &
Liquor -Restaurant (210) RE-
NEWAL
GREAZY PICKLE LLC 211
WEST MAIN STREET  Port-
land IN
D/B/A GREAZY PICKLE
THOMAS EMERICK 836
EAST MAIN STREET  Port-
land, Secretary
CHRIS GRIESHOP 1843
EAST 100 SOUTH  Portland,
President
CH3830019 Beer Wine &
Liquor - Catering Hall RE-
NEWAL
RICHARDS RESTAU-
RANTS INC 8341 N 400 E
Bryant IN
D/B/A BEARCREEK FARMS
RR3834124 Beer Wine &
Liquor - Restaurant (210-1)
RENEWAL
KEY DINER LLC 123 S
MERIDIAN ST  Redkey IN
D/B/A KEY PALACE THE-
ATRE
DL3832079 Beer Wine &
Liquor - Package Store RE-
NEWAL
Indiana Liquor Group LLC
1102 S. Main St.  Dunkirk IN
D/B/A Save On Liquor
NATHAN FELTMAN 12585
CHYERTON CIR  Carmel,
Secretary
David Hartley 4449 Majestic
Oak Ct.  Westfield, President

CR 3-12-2021-HSPAXLP
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AP and staff reports
NEW YORK — Major

League Baseball will exper-
iment with several rule
changes in the minor
leagues this season, includ-
ing an automated strike
zone, restrictions on defen-
sive positioning and larger
bases.
The league said in a state-

ment Thursday the
“changes being tested are
designed to increase action
on the basepaths, create
more balls in play, improve

the pace and length of
games, and reduce player
injuries.”
The league’s automatic

ball-strike system will be
used at some Low-A South-
east League games, the
closest that computer
umpires have come to the
majors. ABS has already
been used in the independ-
ent Atlantic League and the
Arizona Fall League. It got
mixed reviews from play-
ers, with complaints  about

how the TrackMan system
grades breaking pitches
down in the zone.
Infielders at Double-A

will have to keep both feet
in the infield at the start of
every play. While a defen-
sive team must have at least
four players within the
outer boundary of  the
infield dirt, there won’t be a
ban on shifting three or
more defenders to either
side of  second base,
although the league may
experiment with such a
rule pending results of  the
initial experiment.
Triple-A is getting larger

bases, expanding first, sec-
ond and third from 15 by 15
inches to 18 by 18. MLB said
it hopes to reduce player
injuries and collisions, and
also that the shortened dis-
tance between bases should

“have a modest impact”
increasing stolen bases and
infield hits.
Pitchers at the lower lev-

els will also be restricted in
their ability to hold
baserunners. At all High-A
levels, pitchers will have to
fully disengage from the
rubber prior to throwing to
a base under penalty of  a
balk. The rule will elimi-
nate the most effective style
of  pickoff  move used by
left-handed pitchers — per-
haps most effectively by
Steve Carlton and Andy
Pettitte. 
In all Low-A leagues,

pitchers will be limited to
two step offs or pickoff
attempts per plate appear-
ance with at least one run-
ner on base. Pitchers may
attempt a third pickoff  in
the same plate appearance,

but if  the runner returns
safely to his base, the pitch-
er will be charged with a
balk. MLB says it will con-
sider limiting pitchers to
one step off  or pickoff  per
plate appearance, pending
the results of  the initial
experiment.
“We are listening to our

fans,” said Michael Hill,
MLB senior vice president
of  on-field operations.
“This effort is an important
step towards bringing to
life rules changes aimed at
creating more action and
improving the pace of
play.”

See Minor page 7
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Come back here!
Ethan Theurer, a University of Saint Francis sophomore defensive end, reaches to stop

and grab a hold of Taylor running back Brendan Lamb during the second quarter of their game
Saturday at Bishop D’Arcy Stadium. Theurer, a 2018 Jay County High School graduate, got the
start and tallied three total tackles in the NAIA No. 9 Cougars’ 24-10 victory in their season
opener.

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) —
Ron Harper Jr. and Jacob
Young scored 13 points
each as Rutgers knocked
tenth-seeded Indiana out of
the second round of  the Big
Ten Tournament on Thurs-
day, 61-50.
Rutgers (15-10) was seed-

ed seventh into the tourna-
ment, its highest seed ever,
and will square off  against
second-seeded, and No. 3-
ranked, Illinois (20-6) in a
Friday quarterfinal. Rut-
gers beat the Illini 91-88 in
their only meeting this sea-
son.
The Hoosiers (12-15) led

by as many as 10 in the first
half, and Rutgers needed to
close on a 14-4 pace in order
to lead at the break, 33-32,
on Geo Baker’s dunk.
Trayce Jackson-Davis

scored 19 points to lead
Indiana, but six came after
halftime. He threw down
consecutive dunks midway
through the second half,
each time cutting the Rut-
gers lead to three, and he
also blocked two shots
down the stretch.
Aljami Durham added

nine points, two after half-
time as Indiana’s shooting

fell off  to 28% after the
break (8 of  29).
Armaan Franklin lifted

Indiana to a 48-47 lead with
just under 10 minutes left,
but Young scored with a
jumper to give the Scarlet
Knights the lead for good
and consecutive 3-pointers
from Paul Mulcahy boosted
Rutgers ahead 55-48 lead by
the final TV timeout with
3:14 remaining.
The baskets gave Mulc-

ahy 10 points, his first dou-
ble-digit scoring since Dec.
29. Myles Johnson also
scored 10 points and
grabbed 13 rebounds for
his eighth double-double.
The Hoosiers, mean-

while, went scoreless for
6:36 as Rutgers inched
away. Indiana missed nine
shots in a row and also
whiffed on a pair of  free
throws before Durham
sank two from the line with
2:35 remaining.
Caleb McConnell put an

exclamation point on Rut-
gers’ third win over Indi-
ana this season with his
fast-break dunk with 43
seconds left after Harper
rebounded an Indiana
miss.

Rutgers ousts
IU from tourney

By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Sports Writer
NEW YORK — With coach

Greg McDermott back on the
bench after a one-game suspen-
sion, No. 17 Creighton seemed
to put a tense 10 days behind
and have some fun.
The veteran Bluejays cruised

into the semifinals of  the Big
East Tournament with an 87-56
victory against Butler on
Thursday night. 
Second-seeded Creighton (19-

7) moves on to face No. 3 seed
Connecticut on Friday night at
Madison Square Garden after
the Huskies routed DePaul 94-
60 in the last quarterfinal. 
McDermott was suspended

for the final game of  the regu-
lar season for making racially
insensitive remarks to his play-
ers. The 56-year-old coach creat-

ed a firestorm by twice using
the term “plantation” as part of
an analogy urging team unity
after a recent loss. 
“I’m proud of  those guys in

the locker room,” McDermott
said in a postgame interview
with FS1. “They were really
forced to mature a lot in the last
10 or 12 days because someone
they really trusted made a mis-
take. And it was a hurtful mis-
take to them. We had to work
our way through it. I’m proud
that they allowed me to pour
my heart out to them and at the
same time poured their heart
out to me so that we could come
on this court tonight, come
together and try to put our best
foot forward. And obviously
they did that. It’s been a tough
10 days, without question, and
that’s all on me.”

The university suspended
McDermott indefinitely after
he coached the team in a loss
last week at Villanova. He
missed the season-finale victo-
ry at home against Butler on
Saturday and was reinstated
Monday.
“We’ve had a lot of  conversa-

tions obviously over the last 10
days. Especially in New York.
More one-on-one with me. Just
continuing to work through
this process,” McDermott said
in his postgame news confer-
ence. “But the message I left all
of  them with is you have to
enjoy this.” 
McDermott’s return went off

drama-free in a mostly empty
MSG, pulling his face mask up
and down to periodically give
directions.
Creighton scored the first

seven points and was never
challenged. 
Damien Jefferson scored 11

points in the first eight minutes
and Marcus Zegarowski led the
Bluejays with 18 points.
Zegarowski made two 3-point-

ers within the first two minutes
of  the second half  to put
Creighton up by 20. 
McDermott was able to clear

the bench over the final six
minutes and let little-used
reserves such as Devin Davis
and Andrew Merfeld, son of
longtime assistant coach Steve
Merfeld, get on the scoreboard.
That got a charge out of  the

small contingent of  Creighton
fans in the building as well as
the Bluejays starters on the
bench.
“We’re at our best when we’re

hootin’ and hollerin’ and smil-

ing and laughing. That’s when
this team functions at its best,”
McDermott said.
Zegarowski re-iterated his

support for his McDermott.
“He’s not only a great coach,

he’s a great person to have in
your corner,” Zegarowski said.
“He’s a real role model for all of
our guys.”
The junior guard added: “It’s

great to have him on our side. I
feel really good when he’s out
there coaching us up.”
Bryce Nze had 21 points to

lead No. 10 seed Butler (10-15),
which trailed by 33 in the sec-
ond half  after edging seventh-
seeded Xavier 70-69 in overtime
Wednesday night.
“When they got away from us,

we just couldn’t reel them back
in,” Butler coach LaVall Jordan
said.

McDermott, No. 17 Creighton rout Butler

Minor leagues to experiment with robo umps


