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Jay County had a high temper-
ature of  46 degrees Tuesday. The
low was 34.

Tonight’s low will be in the
low 40s with rain expected after
10 p.m. and winds gusting to 20

miles per hour. More rain is in
the forecast for Thursday with
winds gusting to 40 miles per
hour and a high of  47.

See page 2 for an extended out-
look.

Need to fill out a birth
announcement, engagement
or wedding form to have your
special event announced in
the newspaper? They’re now
available electronically. Just
go to thecr.com, hover over
“Forms” and select the form
you’d like to fill out.

Thursday — Coverage of
today’s Portland Board of  Avi-
ation meeting.

Saturday — Results from
the first round of  the NCAA
men’s basketball tournament.

Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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Trial underway

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

The first of three murder trials in connection with the death of Shea Briar, 31, Portland, got underway with opening
statements Tuesday morning. Jay County prosecutor Wes Schemenaur alleges that Esther J. Stephen, 30, Portland, was part
of a plot to kill Briar, with whom she shared a child. Defense attorney Jill Gonzalez says Stephen was unaware of any plan
to shoot Briar on the county road 125 West bridge (pictured) over Loblolly Creek.

By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review

Prosecutors say a Portland
woman was the mastermind
behind a murder.

The defense argues she was
oblivious to any potential plot.

The prosecution and defense
each presented their opening
statements and the former
began making its case Monday
as Esther J. Stephen, 30, Port-
land, appeared in Jay Circuit
Court on Tuesday to stand trial
for the Jan. 12, 2020, murder of
Shea Briar.

The proceedings were sched-

uled to resume at 8:30 a.m.
Wednesday with the first testi-
mony being a recording of  a
Jan. 14, 2020, interview of
Stephen by Jay County Sher-
iff ’s Office detectives Mitch
Sutton and Ben Schwartz.

In his opening statement
Tuesday morning, Jay County
prosecutor Wes Schemenaur
said Stephen, who goes by the
nickname “EJ,” told police,
“Things would just be easier
without him.” (Stephen and
Briar shared a child.)

According to probable cause
affidavits filed in connection

with the case, Stephen and
Sheby Hiestand, a 19-year-old
rural Portland resident, admit-
ted to police they plotted to kill
Briar, 31, over a custody dis-
pute. A third suspect, Hannah
Knapke, 19, Fort Recovery, has
also been charged with Briar’s
murder. Hiestand’s trial is
scheduled for August, while
Knapke’s is set for September.

Jill Gonzalez, Stephen’s
attorney, responded in her
opening statement by saying
prosecutors have to prove
Stephen knowingly and inten-
tionally committed murder.

Gonzalez said that was not the
case.

“EJ didn’t know what was
happening until it happened,”
Gonzalez said.

Probable cause affidavits
filed in connection with the
case say Stephen distracted
Briar while Hiestand retrieved
a gun and shot him once in the
back, resulting in his death.

Schemenaur called nine wit-
nesses to testify in the first of
three scheduled murder trials
connected to Briar’s shooting
death.

See Trial page 2

Prosecution alleges woman led murder plot;
defense says Stephen was unaware of any plan

By KATE BRUMBACK
Associated Press

ATLANTA — A series of
shootings over nearly an
hour at three Atlanta-area
massage parlors left eight
people dead and raised
fears that the attack was yet
another hate crime against
Asian Americans. 

Police arrested a 21-year-
old Georgia man and said
the motive wasn’t immedi-
ately known, though many
of  the victims were women
of  Asian descent.

The attacks began Tues-
day evening, when five peo-
ple were shot at Youngs
Asian Massage Parlor in
Acworth, about 30 miles (50
kilometers) north of
Atlanta, Cherokee County
Sheriff ’s Office spokesman
Capt. Jay Baker said. Two
people died at the scene,
and three were taken to a
hospital where two died,
Baker said.

About an hour later,

police responding to a call
about a robbery found
three women dead from
apparent gunshot wounds
at Gold Spa near Atlanta’s
Buckhead area, where tat-
too parlors and strip clubs
are just blocks away from
mansions and skyscrapers
in one of  the last ungentri-
fied holdouts in that part of
the city. While there, the
officers learned of  a call
reporting shots fired at

another spa across the
street, Aromatherapy Spa,
and found another woman
apparently shot dead. 

“It appears that they may
be Asian,” Atlanta Police
Chief  Rodney Bryant said.

White House press secre-
tary Jen Psaki said Presi-
dent Joe Biden has been
briefed on the “horrific
shootings” and administra-
tion officials have been in
contact with the mayor’s
office and the FBI.

Surveillance video
recorded a man pulling up
to the Acworth business
about 10 minutes before the
attack there, authorities
said. The same car was
spotted outside the Atlanta
businesses.

A manhunt was
launched, and Robert
Aaron Long, of  Woodstock,
was taken into custody in
Crisp County, about 150
miles south of  Atlanta,
Baker said.

Eight die in Georgia

By CASEY SMITH
Associated Press
and Report for America

INDIANAPOLIS — A
Senate bill aimed at ensur-
ing Indiana’s public schools
receive full funding for all
students during the coron-
avirus pandemic is headed
to the governor after law-
makers fast-tracked its pas-
sage Tuesday.

The bill redefines what
constitutes a “virtual stu-
dent” and ensures schools
receive full funding for all
students, regardless of
whether they are receiving
instruction virtually or in
the classroom due to the
coronavirus pandemic.

A twice-yearly count of
students attending schools
is used to determine how
much money the state
allots to each facility.
According to the Senate
bill, students will not be
counted as “virtual” in the
most recent fall and spring
counts, even if  most or all
of  their learning takes
place online.

Without that change, an
estimated $160 million
would be on the line for
schools using hybrid for-
mats or offering instruc-
tion online only as a means
to minimize the potential
spread of  COVID-19. Cur-
rent state law caps per-
pupil funding for students
who take at least half  their
classes virtually at 85% of
full in-person student fund-
ing.

Most Indiana schools
offered both in-person and
online options this school
year, though some have
gone fully virtual at times
during periods of  peak
coronavirus spread.

The bill covers only the
spring 2021 semester. State
officials in September
approved a similar method
to maintain full funding for
school districts during the
fall semester. 

Indiana
Senate
OKs bill

on school
finances

‘Virtual
students’
will be
fully
funded

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Empowering performance
Just Treble, including sophomore Laci McGinnis (front),

performs Monday during a special concert at Jay County High School.
The JCHS show choir group, which performed a show with an
empowerment theme, concluded its season Saturday with a third-place
finish in the Garrett Railroader Rush Invitational.

Atlanta-area
shootings
seem to

target Asian
Americans
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Pet of the week
Ollie, a 2-year-old chihuahua/terrier mix that is spayed

and up to date on vaccinations, can be adopted for $100 from Jay
County Humane Society, 1313 Shadeland Ave., Portland. The
shelter can be reached at (260) 726-6339.

SERVICES
Today

Zorn, Paul: 2 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Thursday
Ramey, Shirley: 1 p.m.,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Stephens, Bernie: 2 p.m.,
Meacham Funeral Service, 648
W. State St., Albany.

Friday
Jenney, John: noon, 1911 S.

Main St,, Goshen.
Yager, Eric: 3 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

Continued from page 1
Witnesses included the Gene-

va reserve police officer who
was the first to respond to a
bridge over Loblolly Creek on
county road 125 West, just south
of  county road 850 North, where
Briar was found about 2 a.m.
Jan. 12. Two Indiana State Police
investigators, an ISP forensic
scientist and the forensic pathol-
ogist who performed Briar’s
autopsy, were also called to the
witness stand.

Kristi Sibray, a rural Portland
resident who babysat the child
Stephen and Briar shared on the
night of  Briar’s death, testified
Stephen and Hiestand had previ-
ously met with her a half  dozen
times to discuss ways they could

“get rid of ” Briar,” and that
Stephen had allegedly put
crushed pills in a tea she gave to
Briar. Sibray later said she did-
n’t take those discussions or the
alleged incident with pills seri-
ously.

Sibray also testified she
babysat for Stephen on the night
of  the murder not knowing
exactly why a babysitter was
needed. Sibray said she tried to
ask what Stephen was doing dur-
ing the time she cared for the
child but was unable to get a
straight answer. She added
Stephen later said, “You’ll hear
about it in a couple days.”

According to forensic patholo-
gist Dr. Scott Wagner’s autopsy,
Briar died of  a single gunshot

wound to the back. Wagner con-
cluded a bullet — the caliber
could not be identified —
entered Briar’s back, punctured
his aorta and passed through
three chambers of  his heart.
Two metal fragments were dis-
covered in the lining of  Briar’s
heart.

Indiana State Police Sgt. John
Petro, a field support region
supervisor and crime scene
investigator, testified Tuesday
he obtained a .22-caliber rifle
while searching Hiestand’s
home at 1391 W. 200 North.
Stacey Hartman, a forensic sci-
entist in the ISP’s Fort Wayne
Regional Laboratory’s forensic
firearms identification unit, tes-
tified she could not match the

bullet fragment to the .22-caliber
rifle obtained from underneath
what was determined to be Hies-
tand’s bed.

Stephen was calm entering
the courtroom as the trial began.
She wiped away the occasional
tear and appeared to cry during
recess in the afternoon but oth-
erwise sat attentive without
showing any other emotion.

The trial, which is scheduled
for five days, opened Monday,
with jury selection taking most
of  the day. The process wrapped
up about 3 p.m., with Judge
Brian Hutchison then calling a
recess for the day and schedul-
ing opening statements for Tues-
day morning.

Court documents filed in the

case allege that Stephen, Hies-
tand and Knapke picked Briar
up at his Portland home with
plans to “hang out” and drove
Knapke’s vehicle to the road 125
West bridge over Loblolly Creek.
There, they say, Stephen dis-
tracted Briar to allow Hiestand
to retrieve a gun from the vehi-
cle and shoot Briar once in the
back. Briar was found on the
bridge about 2 a.m. Jan. 12 and
died later the same day at
Lutheran Hospital in Fort
Wayne.

All three women are being
held in Jay County Jail without
bond, pending their trials.

In Indiana, murder carries a
sentence of  45 to 65 years, with
an advisory sentence of  55 years.

Trial ...

Judge Donald Gillespie
Fined and sentenced

Phillip J. Ball, Redkey, driving with a
suspended license, $160.50; Robert L.
Brannon, Muncie, driving with false
plates ($160.50) and driving with a sus-
pended license ($25).

Failed to appear
Donnie A. Seeley, Connerville, driv-

ing with a suspended license.

Trials scheduled
Denny A. Clark, Eaton, driving with

a suspended license, May 5; Jason M.
Kable, Portland, driving with false
plates, March 24; Paul M. LeMaster,
Portland, driving an off-road vehicle on
the highway, May 5; Spencer M.
Parkhurst, Noblesville, driving with-
out insurance, May 5.

Deferrals
Rayven Potts, Garland Heights, Ohio,

speeding 41 mph in a 30 mph zone,
$195.50.

Waivers
Chandler O. Atkins, Upland, speed-

ing 79 mph in a 55 mph zone, $171;

Drew B. Elliott, Marion, speeding 76
mph in a 55 mph zone, $171; Blake W.
Clabough, Rockford, Ohio, driving
without a valid license, $160.50; Justin
L. House, Farmland, speeding 69 mph
in a 55 mph zone, $149.50; Duncan T.
Homan, Indianapolis, expired plates,
$169.50; Heather D. Jones, Portland,
speeding 50 mph in a 40 mph zone,
$145.50; Donna S. Chenoweth, Portland,
disregarding auto signal, $160.50; Kam-
ran R. Miller, Portland, driving with-
out registration ($160.50) and driving
without a valid license ($25); Daniel
Willoughby, Dunkirk, driving without
a valid license ($160.50); Connie K.
Shannon, Muncie, driving with
expired plates, $160.50; Estaban A.
Gomez-Rochan, Dunkirk, driving with
false plates ($160.50) and driving with-
out a valid license ($25); Stephanie L.
Smith, Hartford City, speeding 74 mph
in a 55 mph zone, $154.50; Christopher
M. Wright, Ridgeville, illegal display
of  a blue light, $160.50; Tyler A. Mar-
tinez-Crews, Celina, Ohio, driving
without a valid license, $160.50; Antho-
ny W. Dibattiste, Dunkirk, driving with
expired plates, $160.50; Landon J. Pat-
terson, Muncie, failing to register his
vehicle, $160.50.

Portland City Court

Resisting officers
A Portland man was

arrested Monday for resist-
ing law enforcement.

Robert A. Songer, 32, 997
S. Boundary Pike, was pre-
liminarily charged a Level
6 felony for resisting law
enforcement and a Class A
misdemeanor for driving
with a suspended license.
He bonded from Jay Coun-
ty Jail for $25,500.

Drug possession
Two Portland residents

were arrested early Tues-
day for drug possession.

Nathan M. Ross, 38, 702 S.
Western Ave., was prelimi-
narily charged a Level 6
felony for possession of
cocaine, methampheta-
mine or narcotic drugs. He
was also preliminarily
charged a Class A misde-
meanor for possessing a
firearm, a Class B misde-
meanor for possession of
marijuana and a Class C
misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  paraphernalia. Ross
was released from Jay
County Jail on $4,500 bond.

Ashley A. Robinette, 33,
120 W. Bittersweet Lane,
was preliminarily charged
a Level 6 felony for posses-
sion of  cocaine, metham-
phetamine or narcotic
drugs, a Class B misde-
meanor for possession of
marijuana and a Class C
misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  paraphernalia. She
was booked into Jay Coun-
ty Jail on $4,500 bond.

Felony
arrests

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$184 million

Mega Millions
10-41-46-52-69 
Mega Ball: 8
Megaplier: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$105 million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 3-9-2
Daily Four: 3-6-7-2
Evening
Daily Three: 5-9-6
Daily Four: 6-6-0-5
Quick Draw: 5-7-15-16-

18-23-32-33-40-42-44-47-52-
59-60-65-66-70-76-78

Cash 5: 17-20-26-30-38
Estimated jackpot:

$544,500

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 5-4-9
Pick 4: 2-7-2-4
Pick 5: 9-3-8-9-7
Evening
Pick 3: 8-2-9
Pick 4: 9-9-2-3
Pick 5: 6-7-4-2-8
Rolling Cash: 2-12-23-

24-31
Estimated jackpot:

$110,000

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets

On March 17, 1762,
New York held its first
St. Patrick’s Day parade.

In 1776, the Revolu-
tionary War Siege of
Boston ended as British
forces evacuated the city.

In 1936, Pittsburgh’s
Great St. Patrick’s Day
Flood began as the
Monongahela and
Allegheny rivers and
their tributaries, swollen
by rain and melted snow,
started exceeding flood
stage; the high water
was blamed for more
than 60 deaths.

In 1941, the National
Gallery of  Art opened in
Washington, D.C.

In 1966, a U.S. Navy
midget submarine locat-
ed a missing hydrogen
bomb that had fallen
from a U.S. Air Force B-
52 bomber into the
Mediterranean off
Spain. (It took several
more weeks to recover
the bomb.)

In 1970, the United
States cast its first veto

in the U.N. Security
Council, killing a resolu-
tion that would have con-
demned Britain for fail-
ing to use force to over-
throw the white-ruled
government of  Rhode-
sia.

In 1971, Portland
Mayor Robert Ford filed
to run for re-election.
Also filing were Larry
Baldauf  for Portland
City Council and Jack
White for Dunkirk City
Council.

In 1988, Avianca
Flight 410, a Boeing 727,
crashed after takeoff
into a mountain in
Colombia, killing all 143
people on board.

In 2003, edging to the
brink of  war, President
George W. Bush gave
Saddam Hussein 48
hours to leave his coun-
try. Iraq rejected Bush’s
ultimatum, saying that a
U.S. attack to force Sad-
dam from power would
be “a grave mistake.”

—AP and The CR

Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................5.59
Wheat ......................6.08

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................5.69
April corn ................5.73

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................5.60
April corn ................5.60
Beans ......................14.24
April beans ............14.17
Wheat ...................... 6.43
April wheat ............ 6.43

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................5.53
April corn ................5.55
Beans ......................14.25
April beans ............14.25
Wheat ...................... 6.29
July wheat .............. 6.01

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................5.53
April corn ................5.60
Beans ......................14.10
April beans ............14.15
Wheat ......................5.92
April wheat ..............6.47

Lotteries

Today
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Thursday
6 p.m. — Redkey Town

Council, park cabin, 200
S. Mooney St.

7 p.m. — Jay County
Board of  Zoning Appeals,
Community Resource
Center, 118 S. Meridian
St., Portland.

CR almanac
Thursday

3/18
Friday
3/19

Saturday
3/20

Sunday
3/21

Monday
3/22

47/28 44/26 54/32 60/38 62/45
Rain will

begin in the
morning and
continue all
day. Wind
gusts may
reach as high
as 40 mph.

Tempera-
tures will con-
tinue to
become
warmer under
mostly sunny
skies. Cloudy
at night.

Another
sunny day with
clear skies
and warm
afternoon tem-
peratures.
Cool evening.

The week-
end will contin-
ue with
warmer days
and sunny
skies. Nights
will be cooler,
near freezing.

Sunny skies
by day and
clear skies at
night. Other-
wise below
freezing in the
late evening.
Windy.



CHICAGO — Award-
winning poet, author and
editor Kwame Dawes this
week published his first
weekly column as Amer-
ican Life in Poetry editor,
in partnership with the
Poetry Foundation and
University of  Nebraska-
Lincoln, and relaunches
a new and engaging web-
site to connect people to
poetry through interests,
geography and represen-
tation.  

Dawes carries the col-
umn forward after found-
ing editor and curator,
Ted Kooser, retired after
15 years as project cre-
ator and editor. The first
poem featured is “They
Dance Through Granel-
li's” by Pat Emile — an
homage to the recently
retired editorial assis-
tant of  the project for 15
years. Dawes seeks to
maintain and expand the
original vision for the
column by continuing to
reach readers through
local news media outlets,
as well as subscribers to
the newsletter that pub-
lishes weekly on Mon-
days. 

“This column is rooted
in the everyday, the
broad sense of  Ameri-
canness that eschews
elitism and that
embraces a democratic
sense of  lives that make
sense to a vast cross sec-
tion of  the population,”
Dawes said. “I welcome
readers who can engage
in a wide section of
American life, can find
poetry that speaks to var-
ious aspects of  American
existence, and that some-
how embraces the full
range of  this America.”

Along with a complete-
ly refreshed visual state-
ment, the website fea-
tures increased browsing
and discovery capabili-
ties, new photography,
and an increased social
media presence. Front
and center allows users
the ability to browse past

columns by theme and
region.

“The site allows for
readers to dig deeper into
what they may see in the

newsletter or on social
media,” Dawes said. “We
want readers to stay on
the site for awhile and
get comfortable with

poetry, or to find new
ways to engage with
poems whether that’s
through a love of  sports
or geography.”

Dawes hopes new read-
ers will connect with
American Life in Poetry
by finding columns that
are approachable and
speak to their interests,
particularly for new
poetry readers. With over
60 different themes that
can be combined while
searching, users can find
a poem that speaks to
gardening and unrequit-
ed love from the archive
which includes more
than 800 poems.

Dawes is the author of
22 books of  poetry and
numerous other books of
fiction, criticism, and
essays. His collection,
“Nebraska,” was pub-
lished in 2020. He is
George W. Holmes Uni-
versity Professor of  Eng-
lish, Glenna Luschei Edi-
tor of  Prairie Schooner
at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln and
also teaches the Pacific
MFA Program. He is
Director of  the African
Poetry Book Fund and
Artistic Director of  the
Calabash International
Literary Festival. Dawes
is a Chancellor of  the
Academy of  American
Poets and a Fellow of  the
Royal Society of  Litera-
ture.  

His awards include an
Emmy, Nation al Press
Club Joan Frieden berg
Award for Online Jour-
 nal ism, the For ward
Poet ry Prize, the Mus-
 grave Sil ver Medal for
con tri bu tion to the Arts
in Jamaica, the Gover-
nor’s Award for ser vice
to the arts in South Car-
 oli na, a Guggen heim Fel-
 low ship and the Wind-
 ham Camp bell Prize for
Poet ry. In 2009, he was
induct ed into the South
Car oli na Acad e my of
Authors.

Poetry column relaunched

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,

122 W. Main St. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call Pastor Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.

FRIENDS OF THE
OPERA HOUSE — The
Friends of  Fort Recovery
Opera House committee
will have an open meeting
at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday,
March 17, in the Fort Recov-
ery Elementary/Middle
School Auditeria. The pub-
lic is welcome. Check the
Facebook page (Fort Recov-
ery Morvilius Opera
House) for potential
rescheduling or cancella-
tions.

STRESS AND ANXIETY
CLASS — Meets each
Wednesday at 2nd Chance
at Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland. For

more information, call (206)
726-9625 or (260) 703-0534.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will meet at
noon Friday at Harmony
Cafe in Portland. Members
are encouraged to wear a
mask and practice social
distancing.

SENIOR CITIZENS
CARD CLUB — Will meet
at 1 p.m. on the first, sec-
ond, third and fifth Thurs-
day of  each month at Jay
Community Center.

EN AVANT CLUB —
Meets at 1 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month.

ORGAN TRANSPLANT
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet at 3 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month  in
the IU Health Blackford
main conference room.

JAY COUNTY HUMANE
SOCIETY — Will meet at
5:30 p.m. the third Thurs-
day of  each month at Jay
County Public Library. 

AMERICAN LEGION
POST 211 AUXILIARY —
Will meet at 6 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 11 at the Ameri-
can Legion building, 211 W.
Walnut St., Portland.

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. the third Thursday of
the month at Portland
Lions Civic Center, 307 W.
100 North. 

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Thursday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

WABASH CANNON-
BALLS 4-H CLUB — Will
meet at 7 p.m. Thursday,
March 18, at Trinity
Catholic Church.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Jay County D  
Corpor

Now Seeking:   
Community Developer

Responsibilities include collaborating with communities and 
organizations to develop plans, researching and applying for grants 
essential for community development projects  
for implementation and oversight of grants, pro   
for fundraising initiatives, and developing ties among Jay County 
communities and organizations. This position r
degree in urban/regional planning, community development, or 
relevant social science and a minimum three y    
planning or community/economic development.
Interested candidates may see a full job description or lear
at www jaycountydevelopment.org or by calling 260-726-9311. 

  Development 
ration

 : Jay County 
 Developer

    mmunities and 
 nd applying for grants 

s, providing support 
oviding support 

      among Jay County 
   requires a bachelor’s 

   development, or 
 ears’ experience in 

   nt.
       iption or learn more 

   g 260-726-9311. 
        , Ste B, Portland, IN 

at www.jaycountydevelopment.org or by calling 260-726-9311. 
Resumes may be mailed to 118 S Meridian St, Ste B, Portland, IN 
47371 or emailed to jhayes@jaycodev.org.

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: I have seen
letters in your column
from people upset that
their guests don’t help
them after dinner. I am the
opposite. I held onto a poem
you printed years ago and
had it perma-plaqued and
posted on a kitchen cabi-
net.

For more than 20 years,
my husband and I hosted a
dinner every Sunday after
church. I set the table for 10,
but we often had more.
When guests offered to
help, I handed them a copy
of  that poem. Could you
print it again for your read-
ers? — FAITHFUL FOL-
LOWER IN MASSACHU-
SETTS

DEAR FOLLOWER:
Gladly. That poem has
been requested many
times over the years. It
resonates with hosts who
are territorial about
their space when enter-
taining. It is included in
my booklet “Keepers,”
which is a collection of
poems, essays and letters
readers have told me
they clipped and saved to
reread until they were
yellowed with age and
fell apart. You were
clever to perma-plaque
yours. It can be ordered
by sending your name
and address, plus check
or money order for $8
(U.S. funds) to Dear Abby
Keepers Booklet, P.O.
Box 447, Mount Morris,
IL 61054-0447.

It’s a quick and easy
read as well as an inex-
pensive gift for newly-
weds, pet lovers, new
parents and anyone
grieving or recovering
from an illness.

STAY OUT OF MY
KITCHEN by Susan
Sawyer

Please stay away from
my kitchen

From my dishwashing,
cooking and such;

You were kind to have
offered to pitch in

But thanks, no, thank
you so much!

Please don’t think me
ungracious

When I ask that you
leave me alone;

For my kitchen’s not
any too spacious

And my routine is
strictly my own.

Tell you what: You stay
out of  my kitchen

With its sodden, hot,
lackluster lures —

When you’re here, stay
out of  my kitchen

And I promise to stay
out of  yours!

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I had

weight-loss surgery six
months ago. I haven’t had
the dramatic transforma-
tion that some people expe-
rience. I’ve only lost about
50 pounds. 

My problem is, friends
who know I had the opera-
tion keep asking me how
much weight I lost. I think
it’s a rude question and
none of  their business. I
understand people are curi-
ous, especially since they
haven’t seen me in person
because of  COVID restric-
tions. How do I answer
without saying, “None of
your business”? — LOSING
IN NEW JERSEY

DEAR LOSING: Your
friends may just be curi-
ous and want to congrat-
ulate you on a big loss,
and 50 pounds is one.
That said, you do not
have to answer every
question. All you need to
say is, “I’ll let you guess
once you see me again.”
If  they ask for a hint,
stick to your guns and
change the subject. Then
consider this: They may
be gauging the success of
your surgery for them-
selves.

Happy host 
declines help

By KWAME DAWES
Pat Emile, who

served as assis tant
edi tor to Amer i can
Life in Poet ry for
over a decade, was
described by past
edi tor, Ted Koos er, as
the  “Jill-Of-All-
Trades for this col-
 umn.” I was for tu-
 nate enough to enjoy
her sen si tive ear for
the right ly tuned
poem, and her gen-
 eros i ty as a liai son
with poets, pub lish-
 ers and our col lab o-
 rat ing peri od i cals,
as a nec es sary com-
 po nent of  the train-

 ing for my tenure. It
all makes sense, as
Emile is, her self, a
poet of  fine taste,
love ly insight and,
as evi denced in this
poem,  “They Dance
Through Granelli’s,”
a poet with a
remark able eye for
sen su al detail.
Thank you, Pat, for
all you have done for
Amer i can Life in
Poet ry, and for your
gift of  delight ful
verse. Her poem is a
fit way to start this
excit ing re-launch
of  Amer i can Life in
Poet ry.

They Dance Through Granelli’s
He finds her near the stack
of  green plastic baskets waiting to be filled
and circles her waist with his left arm,
entwines her fingers in his, pulls her toward him,
Muzak from the ceiling shedding a flashy Salsa,
and as they begin to move, she lets
her head fall back, fine hair swinging
a beat behind as they follow
their own music—a waltz—past the peaches
bursting with ripeness in their wicker baskets,
the prawns curled into each other
behind cold glass, a woman in a turquoise sari,
her dark eyes averted. They twirl twice
before the imported cheeses, fresh mozzarella
in its milky liquid, goat cheese sent down
from some green mountain, then glide past
ranks of  breads, seeds spread across brown crusts,
bottles of  red wine nested together on their sides.
He reaches behind her, slides a bouquet
of  cut flowers from a galvanized bucket, tosses
a twenty to the teenaged boy leaning
on the wooden counter, and they whirl
out the door, the blue sky a sudden surprise.

American Life in
Poetry is made possi-
ble by The Poetry
Foundation (poetry-
foundation.org), pub-
lisher of  Poetry mag-
azine. It is also sup-
ported by the Depart-
ment of  English at
the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln.

Poem copyright
©2016 by Pat
Hemphill Emile,
“They Dance
Through Granelli's.”
Poem reprinted by
permission of  Pat
Hemphill Emile.
Introduction copy-
right ©2021 by The
Poetry Foundation.

Dear
Abby
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To the editor:
I come before you as a con-

cerned citizen and taxpayer of
this community.

U.S. Aggregates, the present
owner of  the old Meshberger
Brothers stone quarry, is asking
Portland Plan Commission to
rezone the 109-acre former Con-
fer farm on the south side of
Tyson Road and across from Jay
County High School from agri-
cultural/residential to industri-
al. This move would allow them
to mine the property. I am con-
cerned about blasting, putting
contaminants in the air and
decreasing property values in
the neighborhood.

The rumble felt from the

blasting within the high school
will be a frontal assault. U.S.
Aggregates will tell you that
Indiana regulations have a
strict limit of  1 inch per second
vibration per blast and that they
are well below this number. This
measurement is taken outside
the building and does not
include the effects of  the blast
inside the structure. At present,

the high school rumbles, homes
shake, windows and dishes rat-
tle and U.S. Aggregates wants to
move closer to the school and
city. This makes no sense.

Portland has the potential of
growth to the west with residen-
tial housing; housing that would
be close to the high school, our
hospital and state highways. A
stone quarry move to Tyson
Road prevents this housing
growth from happening. Who
would develop that piece of
land? Who would want to live
that close to the stone quarry? 

It doesn’t seem to me that U.S.
Aggregates did its homework
very well. When I gave an
assignment in my classroom I

expected my students to do their
homework. Did U.S. Aggregates
contact Jay School Corporation,
local businesses and the people
who live on the west side of
Portland or Portland itself
when they bought the land two
and a half  years ago?

I haven’t heard from anyone
who believes the stone quarry
should move across from our
junior-senior high school or this
close to the city. It’s not a good
neighborhood move. 

U.S. Aggregates put the cart
before the horse when they
bought the land before contact-
ing their future neighbors — the
1,000-plus students and staff  at
Jay County Junior-Senior High

School, residents of  the west
side of  Portland, including the
Beacon Heights and Sheffer
Acres developments.

As a retired teacher of  38
years, I would not accept the
work that U.S. Aggregates is
submitting today. They want
this to be a done deal and us
naysayers to go away.

U.S. Aggregates needs to go
back to the drawing board and
do the assignment as it should
have been done two and a half
years ago.

Look elsewhere, not so close
to Portland. 

Respectfully submitted,
Florine M. Golden
Portland

Location is bad for a stone quarry

By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

As I write this, it is
“haircut eve.”

Tomorrow, if  all goes
well, my wife and I will
finally be getting much
needed grooming.

We haven’t completely
forgone haircuts during
the pandemic, but they
happened less often. And
as the second surge took
place in the autumn, we
were more inclined to let
it grow.

While Connie has con-
tinued to be not only pre-
sentable but lovely over
the past several months, I
have often been disrep-
utable.

Scruffy is another word
that comes to mind.

And that, in turn, led to
one amateur trim a
month or so ago.

My mane, if  you can
call it that, was complete-
ly out of  control. That
was especially true at the
back.

It wasn’t enough for a
ponytail or even a man-
bun. But it was thick.

Apparently, that’s how
hair works.

Years ago, Joe Biden —
now President of  the
United States — under-
went a hair plug treat-
ment to combat the thin-
ning stuff  on top. Where
did they get the good
stuff  to transplant? From
the back of  the head, of
course.

So a couple of  months
back, Connie took a
whack at it. (That is
undoubtedly the most
accurate phrase.)

She cut and she
whacked. And while she
wasn’t thrilled with the
results, I knew it was an
improvement.

I looked less like a
mountain man, less like
Bigfoot and less like one
of  the Berenstain Bears.

Still, with a real hair-
cut on the horizon and a
sense of  anticipation, I
find myself  thinking
back to haircuts past:

•There was the time my
mother decided to econo-
mize and bought a home
barber kit. Apparently,
the price jump from 25
cents to 50 cents at
Antrim’s was more than
she could bear. All went
well until that afternoon
when I was about 12
when one of  the trim
guides fell off  and she
gave me a haircut that
was variously described
as a “reverse Mohawk”
and “an accident with a
buzzsaw.”

•There was the time my
freshman year of  college
that I agreed to get a hair-
cut as a “gift” for my
father’s birthday. (I have

written about this
before.) After I’d sat
down in the barber’s
chair, someone hung a
coat in front of  the near-
est mirror. That provided
free license to cut it far
shorter than I ever would
have asked for. (My father
liked it.)

•There was the time I
came back from a summer
hitchhiking across
Europe with locks
bleached by the sun that
hung down nearly to my
shoulders. At my request,
my girlfriend/fiancée/now
wife of  nearly 50 years
gave me a haircut, some-
thing she’d never done
before. A bowl was not
used. But it looked like a
bowl had been used. If
you’ve ever seen a label on
Dutch Boy Paint, you’ll
have an idea of  what I
looked like afterward.

But tomorrow will be
different.

Amanda hasn’t much
to work with. Thinning
hair, long hair, graying
hair. But she’ll make it
work.

And maybe, just
maybe, it will be one of
those important steps as
we attempt to get back to
living the way we used to
live before we ever heard
a word about COVID-19.

Haircut is a step
toward normalcy

By GENE POLICINSKI
Freedom Forum

There’s a reason we need a free
press, despite its faults and foibles:
Democracy won’t work without it.

The grand experiment in self-gov-
ernance that is the United States is
rooted in trust and confidence we all
will work toward the greater good.
But the nation’s founders had experi-
ence with a king and his expected
benevolence — and what could hap-
pen when things didn’t work out.

So, they provided for three branch-
es of  government to balance each
other, along with periodic elections
and the rights for us to assemble  and
seek change when we think things
have gone astray.

All fine, but also relatively long-
term solutions. How do we know
what our government is doing, how
well it is operating or whether our
elected officials are up to the job?

Enter the only profession men-
tioned in the Constitution: A free
press, to serve as a “watchdog on gov-
ernment.” A free press the  govern-
ment cannot control, to offer an inde-
pendent, regular update on  behalf  of
the rest of  us.

Let’s stop to acknowledge that
many of  us are dissatisfied with the
free press we have. Survey after sur-
vey shows low public trust in our
news outlets and in the journalists
who staff  them.

But in those same Freedom Forum
surveys about the First Amendment
that began in 1997, the desire for that
watchdog role remains high,  often
supported by a majority of  people
questioned.

How can these two results co-exist?
The answers rest in what kind of
press we mean. Much of  the highly
visible kerfuffle on social sites  today
concerns national reporting, and
more narrowly, the political  pundits
on cable TV and the tiny percentage
of  journalists who are the  White
House press corps.

For most of  us, today’s journalism
is something different — and much
more relevant to us. We see a news
media bringing us the day-to-day
information we need to live our lives:
What local officials are saying,

weather forecasts and crime, health
and safety reports for our  communi-
ties. The work of  journalists helps us
get things done. Reporters  ask the
questions we would ask if  we could
be there.

Jurors in Des Moines, Iowa, this
week appeared to support the role of
journalists as watchdog when they
acquitted reporter Andrea Sahouri,
who was arrested while covering a
Black Lives Matter protest despite
her repeated protestations that she
was a journalist.

Local journalists, who are the vast
majority of  the 24,000-plus on  the job
today, live in the communities on
which they report. In just the  past
month, they have reported on COVID-
19 vaccination programs — both  the
successes and failures by officials we
depend upon to keep us safe  and fight
the pandemic.

Other recent stories told by big and
small news operations alike will ben-
efit hundreds of  thousands, if  not
millions of  us.

A report on nursing homes in New
York state disclosed they may have
tested unproven COVID-19 treat-
ments on residents, despite safety
warnings, without telling family
members. A news partnership in
South  Carolina found the state has
dropped virtually all oversight of
local  officials’ activities, leading to
“questionable or illegal perks of
holding public office.” In Mississippi,
residents now know a biodiesel  plant
is accused of  illegally dumping haz-
ardous material into public  water-
ways.

Throughout our nation’s history, it
has been a free press that has  probed,
prodded and produced safer food and
medicines and helped reveal  waste,
fraud and abuse of  public trust.

Reporters uncover these stories
only by poring over records,  review-
ing court documents and interview-
ing sources — activities most of   us
don’t have the time, skill or opportu-
nity to do.

The guarantee that a press is free
does not guarantee it will always  be
good or correct, or that we will like
what it presents. But there are  more
ways than ever to get news and infor-
mation and to find reports we  can
trust or verify.

Ironically, the newest source for
news and information has helped
create some of  the greatest threats to
a free press in the nation’s  history:

The web has decimated financial
support for traditional media, and
newer media is not yet robust enough
to take its place. This results in “news
deserts,” where no regular sources of
journalism exist.

Misinformation can now spread
across the globe in milliseconds, sow-
ing doubt, confusion and mistrust of
the reports and motives of  a free
press.

The free press in any form has been
weakened by cuts in staff, with sur-
veys showing the ranks to be less
than half  of  what they were 20 years
ago.

Not all the news about a free press
is bleak. New financial models  are
being tested. Collaborations between
news organizations and  nonpartisan
expert collectives have shown results.
New attention is  focused on regrow-
ing the ranks of  local journalism. But
more is needed,  from increased pub-
lic support to new revenue sources to
regaining the  public trust.

On March 16, we celebrate the
birthday of  James Madison, the  prin-
cipal author of  the First Amendment
and the rest of  the Bill of   Rights. He
called a free press “one of  the great
bulwarks of  liberty.”

This generation, perhaps unlike
any other, is being called on to defend
that bulwark and, in the process, pro-
tect our liberty.

••••••••••
Policinski is a senior fellow for the

First Amendment at the Freedom
Forum. Email him at
gpolicinski@freedomforum.org.

Democracy requires free press

Letters to
the Editor

Back 
in the
Saddle

A bowl was
not used.

But it
looked like
a bowl had
been used.
If you’ve
ever seen

a label
on Dutch

Boy Paint,
you’ll have

an idea
of what I

looked like
afterward.
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“This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider.”

Geneva
Shores

Apartments
One - Two - Three

Bedroom Apartments
295 S. Hale St.

Geneva, IN 46740
Website: genevashores.net
Now Accepting
Applications

Criminal Background Check
& Landlord references

required.
Applications can be picked

up in front office
Hours:

Mon. 9-3  Thurs. 9-3
(260) 368-9129
TTD 1-800-743-3333

DURING THE DARK TIMES

NEWSPAPERS SHINE THE LIGHT
As the news media industry celebrates Sunshine Week recognizing the importance of access 

to public information, we thank you for your continued support and patronage. 

Newspapers provide sunshine in the darkness.

The coronavirus has transformed our lives 

and all levels of government have taken 

signi�cant steps to address the pandemic. 

These changes highlight your need for 

meaningful, accurate information about 

government action, and transparency is 

more crucial than ever. Our reporters use 

public access laws to shine a light so you can 

understand what’s happening, have a voice 

in your government and hold public of�cials 

accountable.

“Were it left for me to decide

whether we should have

government without newspapers

or newspapers without government

I should not hesitate

to prefer the latter.”

— Thomas Jefferson
The Commercial Review

309 W. Main St.
Portland, IN
thecr.com

Sandra S. Ireland and
Sandra S. Schwieterman
to Mariana Gutierrez,
warranty deed — Part of
Lots 9 and 10, Block 10,
original plat of  Portland

Yvonne M. Thomas and
Jack D. Thomas
(deceased) to Yvonne M.
Thomas, death deed —
Part of  Section 18, Pike
Township, 10.34 acres;
Part of  Section 13, Jeffer-
son Township, about 5.18
acres

Clemmons Properties
LLC to Helen M. Basing,
warranty deed — Lot 5,
Block 43, Sutton Subdivi-
sion, Dunkirk

Marvin R. McBride Sr.
and Vera S. McBride to
Brandon W. Scott, warran-
ty deed — Part of  Section

5, Pike Township, 1.09
acres

Elbert L. Keihn Jr. to
himself  and Amelia Keihn,
warranty deed — Section
30, Jackson Township, 4
acres

Michael G. and Dawn M.
Keller to Snyder Homes
Inc., warranty deed — Part
of  Outlots 3 and 4, Bakers
Addition, Portland

Lindsey K. Mann to Joel
R. Posner, warranty deed —
Part of  Section 32, Jackson
Township, 4 acres

Tomas Marentes Chavar-
ria to Kristin L. Coleman
and Jason M. Foster, war-
ranty deed — Lot 53, Denny
Subdivision, Portland

Byron Flesher to Byron
and Wilma Flesher, quit
claim deed — Part of  Sec-

tion 27, Pike Township, 1.4
acres

Byron and Wilma J.
Flesher to Jerid A.
Conatser and Stephanie R.
Morgan, quit claim deed —
Part of  Section 27, Pike
Township, 1.44 acres

Davis S. Brown to Sky-
crest Solar Energy LLC and
Invenergy LLC, deed affi-
davit — Part of  Section 11,
Penn Township, 64 acres

Larry J. and Martha Rob-
bins to Champ Properties
LLC, warranty deed — Lot
14, Coon Second, Redkey

Secretary of  Housing
and Urban Development to
Kelsie Walter, warranty
deed — Woodlawn Park
Addition, Portland

Jocelyn N. Loyd Mann to
herself  and Joshua M.

Loyd, quit claim deed —
Part of  Section 27, Penn
Township, Pennville

Jocelyn N. Loyd and
Joshua M. Loyd to Jordan
Bechtol, warranty deed —
Part of  Section 27, Penn
Township, Pennville

Logan and David Rosen-
beck to Jacob M. Hilty, war-
ranty deed — Part of  Sec-
tion 5, Wabash Township,
Bryant, 0.29 acres; Lots 3, 4,
6 and 7, Block 2, Section 5,
Wabash Township, Bryant

Patrick Krieg to himself
and Christine Krieg, quit
claim deed — Part of  Sec-
tion 21, Wayne Township

Ramon N. and Lavetha
M. Loucks to Erik C.
Loucks, warranty deed —
Part of  Section 30, Wayne
Township, 1 acre

Appointed
INDIANAPOLIS —

A legislator from
Evansville who is the
second-ranking officer
in the state Republican
Party was sworn in
Tuesday as Indiana’s
new secretary of  state,
taking over an office
that oversees election
issues statewide.

Gov. Eric Holcomb
announced his selec-
tion of  Republican
state Rep. Holli Sulli-
van for the position.
Sullivan replaced out-
going Secretary of
State Connie Law-
son, who said last
month she was resign-
ing with nearly two
years left to her elected
term.

Sullivan was first
elected to the Indiana
House in 2014 and won
a new term in last
November’s election. 

Putin OK’d
WASHINGTON —

Russian President
Vladimir Putin
authorized influence
operations to help
Donald Trump in last
November’s presiden-
tial election, according
to a declassified intelli-
gence assessment that
found broad efforts by
the Kremlin and Iran
to shape the outcome
of  the race but ulti-
mately no evidence
that any foreign actor
changed votes or oth-
erwise disrupted the
voting process.

The report released
Tuesday from the
Office of  the Director
of  National Intelli-
gence represents the
most detailed assess-
ment of  the array of
foreign threats to the
2020 election. These
included efforts by
Iran to undermine
confidence in the vote
and harm Trump’s
reelection prospects as
well as Moscow opera-
tions that relied on
Trump’s allies to
smear Joe Biden, the
eventual winner.

Court rules
TOKYO — A Japan-

ese court for the first
time ruled Wednesday
that same-sex mar-
riage should be
allowed under the
country’s constitution,
a moral victory that
does not have any
immediate legal conse-
quence but could bol-
ster efforts for legal-
ization.

The Sapporo District
Court said sexuality,
like race and gender, is
not a matter of  indi-
vidual preference,
therefore prohibiting
same-sex couples from
receiving benefits
given to heterosexual
couples cannot be jus-
tified.

—Associated Press

In review

By HYUNG-JIN KIM
and KIM TONG-HYUNG
Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — Ameri-
ca’s top diplomat on Wednesday
criticized North Korea’s human
rights record and reiterated a vow
to strip the country of  its nuclear
program, a day after Pyongyang
warned Washington to “refrain
from causing a stink” amid dead-
locked nuclear negotiations.

U.S. Secretary of  State Antony
Blinken arrived in South Korea
with Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin earlier Wednesday as part
of  their regional tour aimed at
boosting America’s Asian
alliances to better deal with grow-
ing challenges from China and
North Korea. 

“The authoritarian regime in
North Korea continues to commit
systematic and widespread abuses
against its own people,” Blinken
said at the start of  his meeting

with South Korean Foreign Minis-
ter Chung Eui-yong. “We must
stand with people demanding
their fundamental rights and free-
doms and against those who
repress them.” 

Blinken called North Korea’s
nuclear and missile programs “a
threat to the region and to the
world.” He said the United States
will work with South Korea, Japan
and other allies to achieve the
denuclearization of  North Korea.

How to get North Korea to
return to talks was sure to be a
major focus of  meetings between
Blinken and Austin and South
Korean officials. 

When Austin separately met his
South Korean counterpart Suh
Wook on Wednesday, he said their
countries’ alliance “has never
been more important” given “the
unprecedented challenges posed
by” North Korea and China.

The two top U.S. officials are to

hold a joint “two plus two” meet-
ing with Chung and Suh on Thurs-
day in the first such contact
between the two countries in five
years. 

U.S.-led diplomacy on North
Korea’s nuclear program has been
in limbo since a February 2019
summit between President Donald
Trump and North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un collapsed over dis-
putes on U.S.-led sanctions. Kim
has since threatened to enlarge
his nuclear arsenal in protest of
what he called U.S. hostility. 

On Tuesday, Kim’s sister and a
senior official in her own right,
Kim Yo Jong, slammed the United
States over its ongoing regular
military drills with South Korea,
which North Korea sees as an
invasion rehearsal. 

“We take this opportunity to
warn the new U.S. administra-
tion,” Kim Yo Jong said in a state-
ment. “If  it wants to sleep in peace

for (the) coming four years, it had
better refrain from causing a stink
at its first step.”

Some experts say Kim Yo Jong’s
statement was a pressure tactic
and that Pyongyang may try to
further raise animosities with
weapons tests to boost its leverage
in future negotiations with Wash-
ington. 

North Korea didn’t immediately
react to Blinken’s comments
Wednesday. 

While in Tokyo on Tuesday,
Blinken said that Washington
reached out to North Korea
through several channels starting
in mid-February, but it hasn’t
received any response. He said the
Biden administration was looking
forward to completing its policy
review on North Korea in coming
weeks and was looking both at
possible “additional pressure
measures” and “diplomatic
paths.”

Hall of
Famer

Ron Boeckman,
former funeral director
at Brockman-
Boeckman Funeral
Home, speaks after
accepting the award as
2020 Hall of Fame
inductee at the Fort
Recovery Chamber of
Commerce awards
banquet Sunday.
Boeckman retired in
January after about 44
years as a licensed
funeral director and
embalmer in Fort
Recovery. 
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4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available! Get
GotW3 with lightning fast
speeds plus take your
service with you when
you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-877-327-
0930
ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $340.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
AT&T TV - The Best of
Live & On-Demand On
All Your Favorite
Screens. CHOICE Pack-
age, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Pre-
mium Channels at No
Charge for One Year!
Anytime, anywhere.
Some restrictions apply.
W/ 24-mo. agmt (TV
price higher in 2nd year.)
Regional Sports Fee up
to $8.49/mo. is extra &
applies. Call IVS 1-844-
412-9997
ATTENTION: OXYGEN
Users! Gain freedom
with a Portable Oxygen
Concentrator! No more
heavy tanks and refills!
Guaranteed Lowest
Prices! Call the Oxygen
Concentrator Store: 866-
770-6849
BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submis-
sions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution. Call
for Your Free Author`s
Guide 1-888-965-1444
or visit http://dorrancein-
fo.com/hoosier

COMPUTER ISSUES?
GEEKS ON SITE pro-
vides FREE diagnosis
REMOTELY 24/7 SERV-
ICE DURING COVID19.
No home visit necessary.
$40 OFF with coupon
86407! Restrictions
apply. 888-715-8176
DENIED SOCIAL Secu-
rity Disability? Appeal! If
you’re 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you
approved! No money out
of pockets! Call 1-855-
995-4758
DIAGNOSED WITH
LUNG CANCER? You
may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award. NO
Obligation, NO risk!
We’ve recovered mil-
lions. Let us help you!!
Call 24/7, 844-284-4920
DIRECTV - Every live
football game, every
Sunday - anywhere - on
your favorite device.
Restrictions apply. Call
IVS - 1-888-885-8931
DISH Network. $64.99
for 190 Channels! Blaz-
ing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & Get a
FREE $100 Visa Gift
Card. FREE Voice
Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL
Devices. Call today! 1-
855-551-9764
DONATE YOUR CAR
TO CHARITY! FAST
FREE PICKUP-24 HR
RESPONSE! Help Chil-
dren in Need, Support
Breast Cancer Educa-
tion/Prevention or Veter-
ans. Tax Deduction 844-
820-9099
EARTHLINK HIGH
Speed Internet. As Low
As $49.95/month (for the
first 3 months.) Reliable
High Speed Fiber Optic
Technology. Stream
Videos, Music and More!
Call Earthlink Today 1-
855-977-7069
FREON WANTED: We
pay $$$ for cylinders and
cans. R12 R500 R11
R113 R114. Convenient.
Certified Professionals.
Call 312-291-9169 or
visit
RefrigerantFinders.com

GUARANTEED LIFE
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy
will only be cancelled for
non-payment. 833-535-
1043
HEARING AIDS!! Buy
one/get one FREE!
Nearly invisible, fully
rechargeable IN-EAR
NANO hearing aids
priced thousands less
than competitors! 45-day
trial! 844-932-3007
HIGH-SPEED INTER-
NET. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing,
availability to find the
best service for your
needs. Starting at
$39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-
961-0666
LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-
gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call
Now 833-226-3105
LOOKING TO SELL your
Home? Save time &
money, connect with the
Top Agents in your area
to get more MONEY and
close FASTER! Call 317-
854-9781
MOVING OUT of state in
the next 30-60 days?
Don’t get taken for a ride!
Moving APT offers a
PRICE MATCH GUAR-
ANTEE and RISK FREE
RESERVATIONS. Carri-
ers are all licensed and
bonded. Free quote! Call
1-844-875-1997
NEED HELP with Family
Law? Can’t Afford a
$5,000 Retainer?
www.familycourtdirect.co
m/Family/Law - Low Cost
Legal Services - Pay As
You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help
Now! Call 1-888-417-
4602 Mon-Fri 7am to 4
pm PCT
NEW STARTING Base
Pay - .50 cpm w/ option
to make .60 cpm for
Class A CDL Flatbed
Drivers, Excellent Bene-
fits, Home Weekends,
Call 800-648-9915 or
www.boydandsons.com
OWN LAND IN INDI-
ANA? Our Hunters will
Pay Top $$$ to lease
your land. Call now for
free info packet 1-866-
309-1507 www.Base-
CampLeasing.com /
Ref# IN11721
SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
SMART HOME Installa-
tions? Geeks on Site will
install your WIFI, Door-
bells, Cameras, Home
Theater Systems &
Gaming Consoles. $20
OFF coupon 42537!
(Restrictions apply) 855-
668-0067
WESLEY FINANCIAL
Group, LLC - Timeshare
Cancellation Experts -
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational pack-
age and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

ROD PENROD, LICENSED AGENT

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Drug Plans
Medicare Advantage
Senior Life Insurance

Local Agent

260-418-9492

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Hi and Lois

Agnes

Rose is Rose

Peanuts

SPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

Beetle Bailey

Snuffy Smith

Blondie

Funky Winkerbean

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com
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to publication. The
deadline for Mondays
paper is 12:00 p.m. Fri-

day. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-

takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom
built homes, new
garages, pole barns,
interior/ exterior remod-
eling, drywall, windows,
doors, siding, roofing,
foundations. 260-726-
5062, leave message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Fleece
Blankets, Appliqué, Zip-
pers, Hemming, Memory
T-Shirt, Special Orders
260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL
SEASON Construction-
Specializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

ACCCEPTING APPLI-
CATIONS FOR Wait-
ress. 20-30 hours per
week or part-time. Must
be 18 years old. Applica-
tion can be filled out at
The American Legion in
Ridgeville, IN. 
EXPERIENCED SEMI
DRIVER needed in Port-
land, IN. Monday-Friday
dedicated run only,
$0.60/mile, 2500-3000
miles/week. Lots of ben-
efits included. Call/text
260.251.7839 or email
customerservice@tjx-
pservice.com 
FULL TIME DENTAL
HYGIENIST wanted to
add to the team at Dunn
Family Dental Care, 110
W North St, Portland, IN.
Please email resume to
drdunn@dfdcpc.com or
call our office at 260 726-
8007 for more informa-
tion 
THE DUNKIRK PARK
BOARD is accepting
applications for the fol-
lowing positions until
April 16th pool manager,
assistant manager, certi-
fied life guards, conces-
sions, admissions, park
labor. Applications can
be picked up at The City
Building is open from
8:00 am - 4:30 pm Mon-
day-Friday EoE 
RETAIL SALES days,
nights & weekends.
Clean work environment,
good hourly pay. Must be
21 or older. Apply @
Northside Carry Out,
1226 N. Meridian, Port-
land, IN. Attn: Ruth 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

ALUMINUM SHEETS

23”x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-
2642 or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker!
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CLASSIFIEDS

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

190 FARMER
40 NOTICES

190 FARMERS
110 HELP WANTED

A             RMERS   C
130 MISC. FOR SALE

A             RMERS   C
200 FOR RENT

A             RMERS   C
230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

THE 
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Find it 
Buy It
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141 

BANNERS

40” x 13”

BUY ONE

FOR 

$695
GET 

ONE FOR

$350
Birthdays,

Anniversaries,

Get Well,

Just Because,

Valentine’s

Day,

and Many

Others.

Graphic Printing,

309 West Main St.,

Portland.

Open 

8 a.m. - 4

p.m.

Custom sizes

available.

GUN & KNIFE SHOW 
Jay County Fairgrounds 
Saturday, March 20,9-5, 
Sunday March 21 9-3

Admission $5. Buy, Sell and Trade. All state
and federal laws apply. 

For more info 765-993-8942 

  

150 BOATS, SPORTING EQUIPMENT

Public Notice
NOTICE OF REAL PROPERTY

COMMISSIONERS’ CERTIFI-
CATE SALE
Jay County Indiana

Beginning 10:00 AM, April 28,
2021 Local Time

STATE OF INDIANA
JAY COUNTY

Pursuant to the laws of the Indi-
ana General Assembly and by

resolution of the Jay County Com-
missioners, notice is hereby given

that the following described
tracts or items of real property

are listed for sale for delinquent
taxes and / or special assess-

ments.
The minimum sale prices listed

below are less than the minimum
sale prices when offered in the
immediately preceding county

tax sale held under Section 5 of
IC 6-1.1-24 and include all fees
and expenses of the county di-

rectly attributable to the Commis-
sioners’ Certificate Sale.  The Jay

County Commissioners will ac-
cept bids for the certificates of
sale, for the price referred to in

IC 6-1.1-24-6.1(a)(3), by public auc-
tion on April 28, 2021 at 10:00 AM
Courthouse Time at the Commis-
sioners’ Room. At the discretion

of local officials, the sale may
switch to an online format. If

those measures are taking place,
the public auction will be con-

ducted as an electronic sale un-
der IC 6-1.1-24-6.3(c) at

www.zeusauction.com commenc-
ing on the same date / time listed
above. All location updates will

be posted at www.sriservices.com
prior to the sale.

Pursuant to IC 6-1.1-24-5.1, a busi-
ness entity that seeks to register
to bid in an Indiana Commission-
ers’ Certificate Sale must provide
to the county treasurer, a Certifi-
cate of Authority from, or proof of
registration with the Secretary of

State.
Pursuant to IC 6-1.1-24-3(e), prop-
erty descriptions may be omitted
for properties appearing on the

certified list in consecutive years.
A complete property list may be
obtained at www.sriservices.com
or in an alternative form upon re-

quest.
A person redeeming each tract or

item of real property after the
sale of the certificate must pay:
(A) the amount of the minimum

bid under Section 5 of IC 6-1.1-24
for which the tract or item of real
property was last offered for sale;

(B) ten percent (10%) of the
amount for which the certificate

is sold; (C) the attorney's fees and
costs of giving notice under IC 6-
1.1-25-4.5; (D) the costs of a title
search or of examining and up-

dating the abstract of title for the
tract or item of real property; (E)
all taxes and special assessments
on the tract or item of real prop-
erty paid by the purchaser after

the sale of the certificate plus in-
terest at the rate of ten percent

(10%) per annum on the amount of
taxes and special assessments

paid by the purchaser on the re-
deemed property; and (F), all

costs of sale, advertising costs,
and other expenses of the county
directly attributable to the sale of

the certificate.

If the certificate is sold for an
amount more than the minimum
bid under Section 5 of IC 6-1.1-24
for which the tract or item of real
property was last offered for sale

and the property is not re-
deemed, the owner of record of

the tract or item of real property
who is divested of ownership at
the time the tax deed is issued
may have a right to the tax sale

surplus.
Indiana law prohibits a person

who owes delinquent taxes, spe-
cial assessments, penalties, inter-
est, or costs directly attributable
to a prior tax sale, from purchas-
ing tracts or items of real prop-

erty at a tax sale. Prior to bidding
at a tax sale, each bidder must af-
firm under the penalties for per-
jury that he or she does not owe
delinquent taxes, special assess-
ments, penalties, interest, costs
directly attributable to a prior

tax sale, amounts from a final ad-
judication in favor of a political
subdivision in this county, any

civil penalties imposed for the vi-
olation of a building code or ordi-
nance of this county, or any civil

penalties imposed by a health de-
partment in this county. Further,
each bidder must acknowledge
that any successful bid made in
violation of the above statement
is subject to forfeiture.  In the

event of forfeiture, the bid
amount shall be applied to the

delinquent taxes, special assess-
ments, penalties, interest, costs,
judgments, or civil penalties of
the ineligible bidder, and a cer-

tificate will be issued to the
county executive.

The Commissioners specifically
reserve the right to withhold from

the sale any parcel which has
been listed in error, or which oth-

erwise becomes ineligible for
sale either prior to the start or
during the duration of the auc-
tion. The Auditor's Office does
not warrant the accuracy of the

key numbers or street addresses
published herein and any mis-
statement in the key number or

street address does not invalidate
an otherwise valid sale.

Dated:  03/17/2021
Tax Unit Name:Pennville Town

Owner of Record:  Thad & Sons
LLC 

Sale ID#:  382000009
Property ID#:  38-01-34-104-

010.000-011
Brief Legal Description:  LOT 4

BLK 8   EAST ADD
Property Address:  295 S Washing-

ton St PENNVILLE 47369 
Minimum Bid:  $135.13

Tax Unit Name:Dunkirk City
Owner of Record:  Fisher Howard 

Sale ID#:  382000015
Property ID#:  38-09-08-103-

005.000-014
Brief Legal Description:  LOT 19

BLK 37   O P
Property Address:  Vacant Lot W
Washington St DUNKIRK 47336 

Minimum Bid:  $73.13
Owner of Record:  Jones Audrey

& Clifford Richrd W/full Rights of
Surv 

Sale ID#:  382000016
Property ID#:  38-09-08-103-

007.000-014
Brief Legal Description:  40 X 130

O L 5 O P
Property Address:  Vacant Lot W
Commerce St DUNKIRK 47336 

Minimum Bid:  $101.27
Owner of Record:  Nibarger

Jenifer 
Sale ID#:  382000018

Property ID#:  38-09-08-103-
111.000-014

Brief Legal Description:  60'
LOTS 1 & 2 BLK 14 OP

Property Address:  410 S Franklin
St DUNKIRK 47336 

Minimum Bid:  $473.80
Owner of Record:  Duty Donna 

Sale ID#:  382000020
Property ID#:  38-09-08-104-

083.000-014
Brief Legal Description:  LOT 5

RAILROAD ADD
Property Address:  Vacant Lot E

Railroad St DUNKIRK 47336 
Minimum Bid:  $4.83

Owner of Record:  Duty Donna J
& Ellen Kathleen Jt W/rghts Of

Surv 
Sale ID#:  382000021

Property ID#:  38-09-08-104-
084.000-014

Brief Legal Description:  LOT 6 &
W 1/2 LOT 7 RAILROAD ADD

Property Address:  225 Railroad
St DUNKIRK 47336 

Minimum Bid:  $45.90
Owner of Record:  Rq Tax Lien
Investment Inc Richard Quizon 

Sale ID#:  382000025
Property ID#:  38-09-08-402-

086.000-014
Brief Legal Description:  LOT 8

EVANS & WILSON ADD
Property Address:  Vacant Lot Or-

ange Ave DUNKIRK 47336 
Minimum Bid:  $174.52

Owner of Record:  Turner Bruce 
Sale ID#:  382000030

Property ID#:  38-09-09-202-
099.000-014

Brief Legal Description:  LOT 140
MT AUBURN ADD

Property Address:  Vacant Lot
Johnson St DUNKIRK 47336 

Minimum Bid:  $242.71
Owner of Record:  Turner Bruce

L & Leslie 
Sale ID#:  382000031

Property ID#:  38-09-09-202-
100.000-014

Brief Legal Description:  LOT 141
& 25' W SIDE OF LOT 142 MT

AUBURN ADD
Property Address:  Vacant Lot
Johnson St DUNKIRK 47336 

Minimum Bid:  $192.78
Owner of Record:  Anderson

Cindy 
Sale ID#:  382000032

Property ID#:  38-09-09-202-
134.000-014

Brief Legal Description:  PT W PT
O L 39

Property Address:  Vacant Land
Located Between E High St &
Johnson St DUNKIRK 47336 

Minimum Bid:  $181.35
Owner of Record:  Morehead

Steven Michael 
Sale ID#:  382000033

Property ID#:  38-09-09-203-
003.000-014

Brief Legal Description:  LOT 1 -
2 J M SMITH SUB DIV

Property Address:  Vacant Lots E
High St DUNKIRK 47336 

Minimum Bid:  $352.97
Owner of Record:  Norris Logan

James & Casey Rae Brock 
Sale ID#:  382000036

Property ID#:  38-09-09-203-
093.000-014

Brief Legal Description:  LOT 8-
10 SNIFF & JOHNSON SD

Property Address:  509 E North St
DUNKIRK 47336 

Minimum Bid:  $134.01
Owner of Record:  Dutch LLC 

Sale ID#:  382000037
Property ID#:  38-09-09-203-

101.000-014
Brief Legal Description:  LOT 7
SNIFF & JOHNSON SUB DIV

Property Address:  Vacant Lot E
North St DUNKIRK 47336 

Minimum Bid:  $466.02
Owner of Record:  Botts Deloris

Janet & Hare John R 
Sale ID#:  382000038

Property ID#:  38-09-09-203-
130.000-014

Brief Legal Description:  PT LOT
3 45 X 150   PT LOT 3 45 X 60 SUL-

LIVAN ADDITION
Property Address:  422 E Wash-

ington St DUNKIRK 47336 
Minimum Bid:  $108.83

Owner of Record:  Johargy Terek 
Sale ID#:  382000039

Property ID#:  38-09-09-302-
052.000-014

Brief Legal Description:  LOTS 6
& 7 & PT LOT 5 (3' ON W END & 1
1/2' ON E END) D P COLES ADD
Property Address:  116 S Fourth

St DUNKIRK 47336 
Minimum Bid:  $321.12

Owner of Record:  Nickley
Lawrence W & Freda J 

Sale ID#:  382000040
Property ID#:  38-09-09-302-

060.000-014
Brief Legal Description:  LOT 16

C P COLES ADD
Property Address:  147 E Third St

DUNKIRK 47336 
Minimum Bid:  $26.52

Tax Unit Name: Bryant
Owner of Record:  Miller

Jonathan W 
Sale ID#:  382000045

Property ID#:  38-03-17-204-
027.000-021

Brief Legal Description:  LOT 6
BLK 3

Property Address:  Lot Behind Or
E Of 102 E Elm St BRYANT 47326 

Minimum Bid:  $2,061.98
Owner of Record:  Hanlin Perry L

& Jacqueline L Whitcomb   Jt
W/rts Surv 

Sale ID#:  382000047
Property ID#:  38-03-17-204-

054.001-021
Brief Legal Description:  LOT 7

BLK 7 OP
Property Address:  104 W Main St

BRYANT 47326 
Minimum Bid:  $4,817.77

Owner of Record:  Robinson
Amanda Crystal 

Sale ID#:  382000048
Property ID#:  38-03-17-301-

018.000-021
Brief Legal Description:  65' S

END OF LOT 4 BLK 14
Property Address:  103 S Hen-

dricks BRYANT 47326 
Minimum Bid:  $2,025.44

Tax Unit Name:Jackson Twp
Owner of Record:  Taylor Rick D 

Sale ID#:  382000053
Property ID#:  38-02-16-300-

013.003-023
Brief Legal Description:  PT NE

1/4 SW 1/4 S16 T24 R13 .79 A
Property Address:  Vacant Land

W 650 N BRYANT 47326 
Minimum Bid:  $50.92

Tax Unit Name: Jefferson
Owner of Record:  Garringer

Brian Lee 
Sale ID#:  382000058

Property ID#:  38-10-15-403-
028.000-024

Brief Legal Description:  LOT 8 W
ADD   NEW MT PLEASANT S15

T22 R13
Property Address:  Vacant Lot-

Main St New Mt Pleasant PORT-
LAND 47371 

Minimum Bid:  $66.72
Tax Unit Name: Pike
Owner of Record:  Farris Betty E 

Sale ID#:  382000078
Property ID#:  38-11-15-100-

008.000-029
Brief Legal Description:  PT NE
1/4 NE 1/4 S15 T22 R14.50A PER

SURVEY
Property Address:  Land -bound-

ary Pike PORTLAND 47371 
Minimum Bid:  $31.17

Tax Unit Name: Redkey
Owner of Record:  Fugiett Rod-

ney F 
Sale ID#:  382000087

Property ID#:  38-09-23-101-
054.000-031

Brief Legal Description:  PT NE
PT OF W 1/2 LOT  34 & SECOND

STORY OF BLDG ON ALL LOT 34
O P

Property Address:  2nd Story of
Building on Lot REDKEY 47373 

Minimum Bid:  $3,189.30
Owner of Record:  Appenzeller

Harry H Jr 
Sale ID#:  382000091

Property ID#:  38-09-23-101-
114.000-031

Brief Legal Description:  N PT
LOT 46   O P

Property Address:  Vacant Land
Union St REDKEY 47373 

Minimum Bid:  $128.27
Owner of Record:  Russell

Richard W Ii 
Sale ID#:  382000094

Property ID#:  38-09-24-201-
022.000-031

Brief Legal Description:  LOT 33
CADWALLADER & EDGER 2ND

ADD
Property Address:  301 E Bell Ave

REDKEY 47373 
Minimum Bid:  $75.51

Owner of Record:  Lanning Lisa 
Sale ID#:  382000096

Property ID#:  38-09-24-201-
039.000-031

Brief Legal Description:  LOTS
25-28    MARIETTA GLASS CO

Property Address:  237 E
Delaware St REDKEY 47373 

Minimum Bid:  $827.88
Owner of Record:  Crabtree Ru-

ble M & Connie R 
Sale ID#:  382000099

Property ID#:  38-09-24-203-
045.000-031

Brief Legal Description:  E 1/2
LOTS 111-113 MJ DAUGHERTY

ADD
Property Address:  418 E Logan

REDKEY 47373 
Minimum Bid:  $52.70

Owner of Record:  Forrester John
D 

Sale ID#:  382000102
Property ID#:  38-09-24-302-

007.000-031
Brief Legal Description:  LOT 11

CURRENT S SD ADD
Property Address:  Lot- E Grand-

view St REDKEY 47373 
Minimum Bid:  $34.36

Owner of Record:  Forrester John
D 

Sale ID#:  382000103
Property ID#:  38-09-24-302-

008.000-031
Brief Legal Description:  LOT 12
CURRENTS SOUTH SIDE ADD
Property Address:  120 E Grand-

view Ave REDKEY 47373 
Minimum Bid:  $40.63

Tax Unit Name:Portland City

Owner of Record:  Baileys of Port-
land Inc 

Sale ID#:  382000112
Property ID#:  38-07-20-104-

126.000-034
Brief Legal Description:  E 1/2 OF

LOT 1 BLK 18 O P
Property Address:  201 W Main St

PORTLAND 47371 38-07-20-104-
126.000-034, 38-07-20-104-126.001-

034, and 38-07-20-104-
126.002-034 are to be sold and re-

deemed together.
Minimum Bid:  $1,876.53

Owner of Record:  Baileys of Port-
land 

Sale ID#:  382000113
Property ID#:  38-07-20-104-

126.001-034
Brief Legal Description:  E 1/2 OF

LOT 2 BLK 18
Property Address:  205 W Main St

PORTLAND 47371 38-07-20-104-
126.000-034, 38-07-20-104-126.001-

034, and 38-07-20-104-
126.002-034 are to be sold and re-

deemed together.
Minimum Bid:  $701.70

Owner of Record:  Baileys Furni-
ture Store 

Sale ID#:  382000114
Property ID#:  38-07-20-104-

126.002-034
Brief Legal Description:  W 1/2

OF LOT 1 BLK 18 O P
Property Address:  203 W Main St

PORTLAND 47371 38-07-20-104-
126.000-034, 38-07-20-104-126.001-

034, and 38-07-20-104-
126.002-034 are to be sold and re-

deemed together.
Minimum Bid:  $717.26

Owner of Record:  Beymer Robert
O 

Sale ID#:  382000126
Property ID#:  38-07-21-203-

076.000-034
Brief Legal Description:  11FT

SPT LOT 2 BLK 11 OP   11FT NPT
LOT 3 BLK 11 OP

Property Address:  123 N Merid-
ian St PORTLAND 47371 

Minimum Bid:  $277.55
Owner of Record:  Community

Care Care Centers Inc 
Sale ID#:  382000999

Property ID#:  38-07-20-203-
026.001-034

Brief Legal Description:  PT OL3
(85' X 281') WPA ADD S20 T23 T14
Property Address:  200 N Park St

PORTLAND 47371 
Minimum Bid:  $6,632.02

Total Number of Properties:  34
I hereby certify that the above

real properties have been offered
in one tax sale, have not received
a bid for at least the amount re-
quired under I.C. 6-1.1-24-5 and

have been identified in a resolu-
tion of the Board of Commission-
ers for Jay County, Indiana, to be

offered for sale.

Given under my hand and seal on
03/17/2021.

Anna Culy, Auditor, Jay County
Indiana.

CR/NS 3-3,10,17-2021ß-HSPAXLP
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Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT

COURT
38C01-2103-EU-000009

IN THE MATTER OF THE
UNSUPERVISED ESTATE

OF:
CAROL J. METTERT

(Deceased) )
NOTICE OF UNSUPER-

VISED ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that
Brad Mettert was appointed
as Personal Representative
of the estate of Carol J. Met-
tert, deceased, on the 10th
day of March, 2021, who died
on the 20th day of December,
2020.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether
or not now due, must file the
claim in the office of the
Clerk of this Court within
three (3) months from the
date of the first publication
of this notice, or within nine
(9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is
earlier, or the claims will be
forever barred.
Dated this 11th day of March,
2021.

Jon Eads
CLERK OF THE JAY CIR-

CUIT COURT
COLDREN, FRANTZ &

SPRUNGER
Attorneys at Law

P.O. Box 1013
Portland, IN 47371

CR 3-17,24-2021 HSPAXLP

Public Notice
The following county operat-
ing claims have been filed
with the auditors office and
will be presented to the
Board of Commissioners Jay
County, IN, at the regular ses-
sion on March 22, 2021.
Charlene Leist 

Herald $270.00
Craig E Buckles $742.50
Dilcia Ruth Ruiz $125.00
Four-U Office 

Supplies Inc $47.81
Jay County Community 

Corrections $20.00
Jessica Morgan $90.00
Laboratory Corporation 

Of Amer $76.50
Matthew Bender 

And Company $335.31
Meridian Services 

Corp $5,200.00
Progressive Office 

Products $25.75
Ronald May $60.00
Telea K Wormer $270.00
Verizon Wireless $30.00
Wells Fargo Financial 

Leasing $143.66
Witness my hand and seal of
the Board of Commissioners,
Jay County, IN, Monday,
March 22, 2021.

Anna Culy
Jay County Auditor

CR/NS 3-17-2021 HSPAXLP
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Sports
Wednesday, March 17, 2021

NCAA men’s basketball
tourney starts Thursday,
see Sports on tap

Want to purchase sports
photos? Call our office to

place your order today

Rippin’
Ryne

Ryne Post of the
Fort Recovery High
School baseball
team rips a hit
during batting
practice on Monday
evening in the
Student Activity
Center at FRHS. Post
and the Indians are
set to begin their
2021 season March
20 at Celina.

The Commercial Review/Chris Schanz

The Patriots capped their
year with a couple notches
in the win column.

Jay County Junior High
School’s boys and girls
swim teams concluded
their respective seasons by
beating the Adams Central
Jets on Tuesday.

The girls won 186-93 for a
5-1 record, while the boys
ended 2-4 with their 132-45
victory.

Lincoln Clamme was the
lone dual winner for the
Patriot boys, taking first in
both the 200-yard freestyle
and 100 breaststroke. He
had times of  3 minutes, 1.14
seconds, and 1:39.56, respec-
tively. Clamme also joined
George Clemmons,
Matthew Fisher and Peyton
Yowell to win both the 200
medley relay (2:31.51) and
200 freestyle relay (2:15.3).

Josh Monroe (100 indi-
vidual medley –1:28.55),
David Keen (400 free–
6:12.07), Fisher (50 butterfly
– 39.59 seconds) and Yowell
(100 freestyle – 1:15.11) all
had individual victories as
well.

Brasen Glassford, Aryan
Montes, Monroe and Keen
were uncontested in the 300
freestyle relay.

Aubrey Millspaugh and
Lauren Fisher were both
double winners for the
Patriot girls. Millspaugh
handled the 200 freestyle
(2:37.01) and 400 freestyle
(5:27.98) while Fisher won
the 50 butterfly (30.98) and
100 breaststroke (1:25.62).

Getting individual wins
were Maddy Snow (diving –
1:26.65), Morgan DeHoff
(100 IM – 1:14.22), Sophia
Hoevel (100 freestyle –
1:10.36) and Avery Wentz
(100 backstroke – 1:14.73) 

Wentz, Fisher, DeHoff
and Millspaugh combined
to win the 200 medley relay
in 2:20.03, while Fisher,
Millspaugh, Hoevel and
DeHoff  won the 200
freestyle relay in 2:03.3).

Jay tops AC in
season finale

Patriot boys
win every 

event while
girls take 

all but two

By TIM REYNOLDS
AP Basketball Writer

LeBron James is becoming a
part-owner of  the Boston Red
Sox.

A person with knowledge of
the situation said Tuesday that
James — the Los Angeles Lakers
star — and his longtime business
partner Maverick Carter are now
partners in the Fenway Sports
Group. The person, who did not

reveal the size of  the investment
made by James or Carter, spoke
to The Associated Press on condi-
tion of  anonymity because none
of  the parties involved had
announced the moves publicly.

The Boston Globe first report-
ed the news,  and The New York
Times and ESPN also reported
that James and Carter were
becoming partners.

Fenway Sports Group is the

parent company of  the Red Sox as
well as the Liverpool Football
Club of  the English Premier
League and the Roush Fenway
Racing NASCAR team.

Fenway Sports Group Chair-
man Tom Werner did not imme-
diately respond to an email from
The Associated Press seeking
comment. A spokeswoman for the
Red Sox and FSG declined to com-
ment.

It is a most unusual relation-
ship in one respect: James has
long professed to being a New
York Yankees fan, though he has
also shown allegiances to the
Cleveland Indians and Los Ange-
les Dodgers in recent years.

And now, he’ll be linked to the
Red Sox — the Yankees’ biggest
rival.

James has had a relationship
with FSG since 2011, when he

signed a marketing deal in
exchange for a small ownership
stake in Liverpool.

The move only enhances
James’ business empire. The
four-time NBA champion with
Miami, Cleveland and the Lakers
is believed to have the NBA’s top
endorsement portfolio. He also
has the media company Uninter-
rupted and a production compa-
ny, SpringHill Entertainment.

James takes stake in Red Sox ownership

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Parts of  the
NCAA’s finely honed plan for playing
March Madness amid the pandemic came
into question Tuesday just as teams began
gearing up for practices to tune up for the
games later this week. 

One referee tested positive for COVID-
19, forcing him and five others who went
out to dinner with him, out of  the tourna-
ment. 

Their excursion ran counter to a proto-
col that called on all players and staff  to
eat at their NCAA hotels, but because the
refs’ rooms weren’t ready and there was no
food available, they were given a pass. 

It resulted in a big shake-up of  the offici-
ating corps for the games, 52 of  which take
place Thursday through next Monday at
different arenas in Indianapolis, Bloom-
ington and Purdue. Though the NCAA
brought plenty of  backup referees, the
mass departure served up yet another
illustration of  how things can go wrong. 

“It’s not ever going to be perfect in a pan-
demic,” NCAA vice president Dan Gavitt
said. “It’s an unfortunate and disappoint-
ing circumstance for all involved. But I
don’t think there’s something that can be
pinpointed as a kind of  failure here. Just
an unfortunate set of  circumstances.”

Earlier, questions arose after coach Rick
Pitino ran a late-night practice with his
Iona team as part of  the NCAA’s late and
unannounced change in testing protocol,

first reported by The New York Times. 
Gavitt portrayed that as a “practical

adjustment,” and not a major change.
He said players were initially going to be

required to pass two COVID-19 tests no less
than 12 hours apart on different calendar
days to be eligible to practice after they
arrived. Iona took its two tests in the same
day, and Gavitt said the change had been
OK’d by the NCAA medical advisory
group and the local health department. 

Pitino said he was given the green light
for the Sunday night workout, and so, he
went. Iona missed 60 days in the middle of
the season because of  the virus.

“I gave four guys the night off,” Pitino
said. “We practiced a lot of  the other guys
who didn’t get a lot of  minutes” in Iona’s
league championship game win Saturday. 

On another front, Georgia Tech coach
Josh Pastner announced a member of  his
school’s traveling party tested positive. He
did not disclose whether it was a player,
but noted the person will not be back
unless the Yellow Jackets advance to the
Sweet 16.

“It’s a gut punch,” Pastner said. “It
stinks.”

Gavitt said there were five positive tests
out of  2,300 that had been analyzed so far
in Indianapolis, but that those five did not
necessarily involve team personnel, and
could also have included staff  with access
to arenas. 

Six officials out of tourney

Local schedule
Thursday

Fort Recovery — Baseball scrimmage
at Tri-Village – 5 p.m.; Softball scrim-
mage at Perry – 5 p.m.

Saturday
Fort Recovery — Softball scrimmage

vs. Lima Senior – 11 a.m.

Monday
Fort Recovery — Baseball scrimmage

vs. Perry – 5 p.m.; Softball scrimmage
vs. Celina – 5 p.m.

Thursday
Fort Recovery — Baseball scrimmage

at Cory-Rawson – 5:30 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

7 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Indiana
Pacers vs. Brooklyn Nets (FSIN); Milwau-
kee Bucks at Philadelphia 76ers (ESPN)

9:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Los
Angeles Clippers at Dallas Mavericks
(ESPN)

Thursday
5:10 p.m. — Men’s College Basket-

ball: NCAA Tournament – Texas Southern
vs. Mount St. Marys (truTV)

6:27 p.m. — Men’s College Basket-
ball: NCAA Tournament – Drake vs. Wichi-
ta State (TBS)

8:40 p.m. — Men’s College Basket-
ball: NCAA Tournament – Appalachian
State vs. Norfolk State (truTV)

9:57 p.m. — Men’s College Basket-
ball: NCAA Tournament – UCLA vs. Michi-
gan State (TBS)

On tap


