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Larry Sizemore, 77, Red-
key

Joe Alexander, 83, Mon-
roeville

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  68 degrees Mon-
day. The low was 41.

There is a chance of  show-
ers and thunderstorms
tonight with winds gusting to
25 miles per hour and a low of
54. More rain is possible
Wednesday.

See page 2 for an extended
forecast.

Jay County Soil and Water
Conservation District will
meet at 6 p.m. Wednesday at
Barry Miller’s property at 705
E. 300 North, Portland.

Wednesday — Coverage of
tonight’s COVID-19 update
from Indiana Gov. Eric Hol-
comb.

Thursday — Coverage of
Wednesday’s meeting regard-
ing flooding in the City of
Portland.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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Agreements set

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Solar energy is on the hori-
zon for Jay County.

Jay County Commissioners
on Monday signed two agree-
ments — one for road use and
one for a decommissioning plan
— with the sustainable energy
company Invenergy for its pro-
posed Skycrest Solar facility.

Commissioners will need to
sign an economic development
agreement before July 5, per
the two other agreements, to get
to project rolling.

Invenergy, a global firm
with headquarters in Chicago,
is planning a $150 million, 155-
megawatt facility located on
about 2,500 acres in Penn and
Jackson Townships. 

The company estimates it
would generate about $30 mil-
lion in property taxes over the
life of  the facility in addition
to $40 million in lease pay-
ments to participating
landowners.

The timeline for the project
calls for permitting this year
with construction to begin in

2022 and the facility to be oper-
ational as early as 2024.

Invenergy and Jay County
officials have been negotiating
the agreements for the last four
months, county attorney Bill
Hinkle noted. They are similar
to road use and decommission-
ing agreements the county
signed with NextEra Energy
and Scout Clean Energy for
wind farm projects.

The road use agreement will
identify roads used for the solar
project, which will be deter-
mined closer to the time of  con-

struction. It also requires the
company’s contractor to notify
Jay County Highway Depart-
ment whenever it anticipates
closing or having heavy
machinery on the roads. The
agreement also requires Inven-
ergy to document the condition
of  the property before construc-
tion begins, Hinkle said.

The decommissioning plan
for the solar panels lays out the
requirements for the removal
of  equipment when the facility
is no longer operational.

See Agreements page 5

Photo provided/Invenergy

Jay County Commissioners on Monday signed decommissioning and road use agreements with Invenergy for its
proposed Skycrest Solar facility in Penn and Jackson townships. Invenergy is hoping to build a $150 million, 155-megawatt
solar farm in northwest Jay County, with construction possible as soon as 2022.

Jay County Commissioners take next step toward
a solar facility in Penn and Jackson townships

A Dunkirk man was
found dead Sunday at Port-
land Water Park.

Nicholas Overla, 22, was
found about 4:10 p.m. Sun-
day in the water park park-
ing lot. He was pronounced
dead at the scene.

The investigation into
his death led to the arrests
of  four men and one
woman on drug-related
charges.

As of  Monday afternoon,
no charges had been filed
related to Overla’s death or
leaving his body at the
water park. Jay County
prosecutor Wes Scheme-
naur said he had no infor-
mation about potential
additional charges.

Jay Emergency Medical
Service arrived just a few
minutes after being called
and pronounced Overla
dead. The cause of  his
death is still pending toxi-
cology results, said Jay
County coroner Michael
Brewster.

Police later reviewed
video footage and identi-
fied two Jay County resi-
dents — Chaz M. Tiller, 30,
209 E. Highland Ave.,
Dunkirk, and Alissa L.
Bunch, 26, Redkey —
removing an unconscious
Overla from the front pas-
senger seat of  Tiller’s vehi-
cle earlier that day. Tiller
and Bunch then left the
scene, according to the
release.

Portland and Dunkirk
police later found Tiller
and Bunch at Overla’s
home at 208 Mount Auburn
in Dunkirk and arrested
them both.

See Dead page 5

By ROSE SKELLY
The Commercial Review

DUNKIRK — Council has
given its approval for the sale of
alcohol in Dunkirk City Park.

Dunkirk City Council split its
vote 3-2 to allow alcohol sales in
the park with a permit and
prior approval from council and
Dunkirk Park Board.

Council members also heard
the city will be receiving almost
half  a million dollars in federal
relief  funds.

According to the new alcohol
ordinance, vendors will be able
to sell alcohol at Dunkirk City
Park as long as they have the
proper permits and have
obtained permission from the
city. Previously, consumption
and sale of  alcohol had been for-
bidden at the park. Several resi-
dents were in attendance at
Monday’s meeting to express
their concern with the change.

Gloria Hamilton told council
she opposed the policy because
the park is a place for families. 

“If  there’s families there and
children, I don’t feel there
should be alcohol because you
can’t always control people who
drink it,” Hamilton said. “I just
feel it’s better to not have it
when there’s children present.”

According to the ordinance,

both council and Dunkirk Park
Board have to approve any sale
of  alcohol at the park.

“We all have to say that event
is going to happen,” said coun-
cil member Lisa Street. “Obvi-
ously, I’m not going to vote to let
them sell alcohol where there’s
going to be children, primarily.”  

Carol Jones, another resi-
dent, wondered if  the city
would be liable if  someone who
drank at the park later got into
an accident.

“Could that family come back
on the city and sue the city for
giving them the alcohol?” Jones
asked. “Do we want to be known
as the city who’s going to pro-
vide somebody the right to be
able to get drunk and to do
other things that could be
harmful?”

Dunkirk Mayor Jack Robbins
clarified the city wouldn’t be
liable for drunk-driving acci-

dents, as vendors — not the city
— would be serving the alcohol.  

“We’re not opening up the
park to alcohol. This is for a spe-
cial permit,” Robbins said.
“They’ll have to go through the
park board, then the city, they
have to have a state permit.”

Council split its vote on the
ordinance, with Jesse Bivens,
Tom Johnson and Street voting
in favor and Bryan Jessup and
Kevin Hamilton voting against.
Hamilton echoed concerns
about liability after his vote
against, mentioning a fatal
vehicle accident that occurred
the same week the ordinance
change was put in motion.

Also Monday, council mem-
bers heard that the city is slated
to receive about $470,000 from
the federal American Rescue
Plan Act over the next two
years.

See Council page 2

Council OKs alcohol policy

Consumption, sale allowed
in parks with permit, approval

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Ag at the library
LouAnne Zimmerman reads a book to children

Monday afternoon during an “Ag in the Classroom”
session led by Jay County Farm Bureau at Jay County
Public Library. The event was part of a series of spring
break activities being held at the library this week.

Investigation
led to five
arrests on

drug charges

Man
found
dead at
water
park
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Larry Sizemore
May 5, 1943-March 21, 2021

Larry Sizemore, 77, Redkey, died
Sunday, March 21, 2021, at his
daughter’s home following an
extended illness.

Born in Logan, West Virginia,
on May 5, 1943, he was a longtime
resident of  Redkey. 

He was a receiving department
forklift operator at Indiana Glass
Co., Dunkirk, for over 40 years
until retiring when
the plant closed. In
earlier years, he
worked for the
National Forestry
Service and was a
taxi cab driver.

Larry was a true
patriot and hard
worker who taught
his family the impor-
tance of  character and doing the
job right. He cherished his family
and enjoyed nature and exploring
the outdoors.

Survivors include two daugh-
ters, Shawnee Morton (husband:
David), Redkey, and Sandi Kay
Fravel (husband: Lonnie), Berne;
two sisters, Mary Farris and Sarah
Legg, both of  Logan, West Vir-
ginia; seven grandchildren Alex
Morton (wife: Stormi), Franklin,
Jamie Morton (wife: Ryane),
Muncie, Tiffany Lowe (husband:
Chase), Honolulu, Makayla Moore,
Albany, Kacy Meyer, Fort Wayne,

Jared Sizemore, Winchester, and
Jake Moore, Lafayette; nine great-
grandchildren; and several nieces
and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his
wife of  30 years, Sondra Sue
(Kelly) Sizemore; and his parents
Wanna Ray “Beecheye” Sizemore
and Edna Mae (Riffe) Browning.

Graveside services will be 10
a.m. Wednesday, March 24, 2021, at
Hillcrest Cemetery, Redkey. Burial
will follow.

Memorial contributions may be
sent to the National Rifle Associa-
tion.

Condolences and other expres-
sions of  sympathy may be offered
at MeachamFuneralService.com.

Joe Alexander
Oct. 26, 1937-March 20, 2021

Joe L. Alexander, 83, of  Mon-
roeville, Indiana, passed away
early morning Saturday, March 20,
2021, at Adams Heritage in Mon-
roeville.

He was born on Oct. 26, 1937, in
Adams County, Indiana, to the late
Everett L. Alexander and the late
Flossie (Kiser) Alexander. 

Joe was a member of  Antioch
Lutheran Church in Hoagland and
in addition a member of  the Sons
of  the American Legion Mon-
roeville Legion Post #420.

He was the owner of  NAPA Auto
Parts and the Village Café in Mon-
roeville. He also served his coun-

try in the Indiana
National Guard. 

Joe is survived by
two sons, Tracy L.
Alexander of  Mon-
roeville, Indiana,
and Randy L. (Gail)
Alexander of  Mon-
roeville, Indiana; six
grandchildren; and
nine great-grandsons and one on
the way.

He was preceded in death by a
son, John E. Alexander, in 2018;
and two sisters, Lois Cole and Jes-
salyn Valentine.

A memorial service will be held
at 11 a.m. Saturday, March 27, 2021,
at Antioch Lutheran Church in
Hoagland with Pastor David Tay-
lor officiating. 

The family will receive friends
one hour prior to the service on
Saturday.

Preferred memorials can be
given to Antioch Lutheran
Church. 

To sign the guest book, visit hsh-
funeralhom.com.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publish-

es death notices for those with a
connection to our coverage area free
of  charge. 

They include the name, city of
residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funer-
al homes or mortuary services.

Battery
Two Jay County residents

were arrested Friday for bat-
tery.

Dakota C. Nicklay, 27, 260
Mount Auburn, Dunkirk, was
preliminarily charged two
Level 6 felonies for aggravated
battery and possession or use of
a legend drug or precursor. He
was also preliminarily charged
a Class A misdemeanor for
criminal trespassing and a
Class C misdemeanor for disor-
derly conduct. He was booked

into Jay County Jail and is
being held on $4,500 bond.

Mitchell C. Ferguson, 21, 33 N.
Spencer St., Redkey, was prelimi-
narily charged a Level 6 felony for
domestic battery, a Level 6 felony
for domestic battery by strangula-
tion and a Class C misdemeanor
for public intoxication. He was
booked into Jay County Jail and
is being held on $4,500 bond.

Drug possession
A Portland man was arrested

Friday for the third time in the

span of  a week on drug-related
charges.

Nathan M. Ross, 38, 702 S. West-
ern Ave., was preliminarily
charged with two counts of  pos-
session of  methamphetamine (a
Level 5 and Level 6 felony), two
counts of  possession of  marijua-
na (both Class A misdemeanors),
a Class A misdemeanor for car-
rying a handgun without a
license and a Class C misde-
meanor for possession of  para-
phernalia.

Ross was also arrested March

16 and Thursday for similar
charges, and he was released
later each day on bond. He was
booked into Jay County Jail Fri-
day and is being held on $15,500
bond.

Also, two Pennville residents
were arrested Friday for drug
possession.

Brian S. Bickel, 25, 445 E.
Maple St., was preliminarily
charged two Level 6 felonies for
unlawful possession of  a syringe
and possession of  cocaine,
methamphetamine or narcotic

drugs, and a Class A misde-
meanor for possession of  para-
phernalia. He was booked into
Jay County Jail and is being held
on $4,500 bond.

Michelle L. Grigsby, 42, 340 E.
Maple St., Pennville, was prelim-
inarily charged two Level 6
felonies for possession of  a con-
trolled substance and unlawful
possession of  a syringe, and a
Class A misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  paraphernalia. She was
booked into Jay County Jail and
is being held on $14,500 bond.

SERVICES
Wednesday

Sizemore, Larry: 10 a.m.,
Hillcrest Cemetery, Redkey.

Saturday

Alexander, Joe: 11 a.m.,
Antioch Lutheran Church, 14908

Minnich Road, Hoagland.

April 2

Stults, Robin: 2 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod

Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-

merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

Obituaries

Sizemore

Alexander

Felony arrests

Continued from page 1
It is meant to make up

for lost revenue as a
result of  the coronavirus
pandemic and to help pay
for needed infrastructure
updates. 

Half  of  the money is
slated to come in the next
60 days and the second
half  in 2022.

In other business,
council members Bryan
Jessup, Johnson, Bivens,
Street and Hamilton:

•Were invited to a walk-
through of  the Westlawn
Elementary School build-
ing later this week. Rob-
bins told council that Jay

County School Corpora-
tion is considering donat-
ing it to the city, but that
he would like to examine
the school for potential
problems and come up
with ideas for the build-
ing.

•Heard that Brooks
Construction of  Fort
Wayne had the low bid of
$142,716 for the city’s
paving work to be com-
pleted this year as part of
the Indiana Department
of  Transportation’s Com-
munity Crossings pro-
gram. The bid is about
$58,000 below the engi-
neers’ estimate to pave

Moore Avenue, Walsh
Court and Ellis and
Layne drives.

•Approved paying K&L
Tractor Sales Inc.
$1,100.24 to fix the park’s
tractor.

•Heard that Robbins’
State of  the City address
will be at 7 p.m. April 27
at West Jay Community
Center.

•Gave final approval to
an ordinance that will
keep the basketball
courts at Dunkirk City
Park open until 3 a.m.  

•Approved donating
$300 to the Westlawn Ele-
mentary parent teacher

organization for school
supplies.

•Paid claims of
$117,486.68.

•At the Dunkirk Board
of  Works and Public Safe-
ty meeting Monday,
board members Dan Wat-
son, Street and Robbins
approved paying $11,270
to Leary Construction
Company for its water
tower maintenance annu-
al contract, $1,460.31 to
W.W. Williams for repairs
to a generator at the
water department and
$1,303.40 to Robinson Cor-
poration for repairs to
the salt spreader.

Rear-end collision
A Portland man drove his vehicle

into the back of  a Portland woman’s
car at the intersection of  Ship and
Arch streets in Portland about 3:15
p.m. Saturday.

Donald W. Burress, 59, was driv-
ing south on Ship Street when he
failed to see a 2004 GMC Envoy driv-
en by Angela L. Shultz of  Portland
in front of  his vehicle. Shultz was
stopped at the intersection of  Ship

and Arch streets when Burress’ 1999
Oldsmobile Bravada collided with
her vehicle.

Damage is estimated between
$1,000 and $2,500.

Mirrors strike
Jay County residents driving

opposite directions on county road
250 West collided with the other’s
side view mirrors about 8:45 p.m.
Friday.

Jeffrey L. Trinidad, 24, Dunkirk,
told Jay County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment he was driving north on the
road while Randy K. Massie, 60,
Portland, was driving south. When
Trinidad’s 2013 Ram 1500 passed
Massie’s 2009 Dodge Ramp Pickup,
their side view mirrors struck each
other. Trinidad’s mirror then swung
into his window and broke it.

Damage is estimated less than
$1,000.

Council ...

Capsule Reports

Powerball
Saturday
1-6-22-42-61
Powerball: 4
Power Play: 3
Estimated jackpot: $220

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $122

million 

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 4-6-4
Daily Four: 1-9-2-9
Evening
Daily Three: 2-4-5
Daily Four: 3-3-9-3
Quick Draw: 1-2-3-4-5-8-

9-12-18-19-28-30-31-37-41-46-
56-58-70-80

Cash 5: 7-30-34-37-39

Estimated jackpot:
$100,000 

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 1-0-9
Pick 4: 9-3-3-6
Pick 5: 0-4-1-9-3
Evening
Pick 3: 1-7-2
Pick 4: 3-3-9-9
Pick 5: 4-9-7-9-3    
Rolling Cash 5: 5-24-31-

32-36
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000
Classic Lotto: 5-20-28-

32-37-46
Kicker: 4-6-7-0-0-3
Jackpot: $6.1 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................5.63
Wheat ......................6.07

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................5.71
April corn ................5.75

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................5.62
April corn ................5.62
Beans ......................14.49
April beans ............14.49
Wheat ...................... 6.33
April wheat ............ 6.33

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................5.54
April corn ................5.56
Beans ......................14.40
April beans ............14.40
Wheat ...................... 6.18
July wheat .............. 5.92

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................5.54
April corn ................5.61
Beans ......................14.35
April beans ............14.37
Wheat ......................5.81
July wheat................5.77

Lotteries

Wednesday
6 p.m. — Jay County

Soil and Water Conser-
vation District, Barry
Miller residence, 705 E.
300 North, Portland.

Thursday, April 1
10 a.m. — Portland

Board of  Works,
mayor’s office, city
hall, 321 N. Meridian
St.

6 p.m. — Portland
Plan Commission,
auditorium, Jay Coun-
ty Courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

CR almanac
Wednesday

3/24
Thursday

3/25
Friday
3/26

Saturday
3/27

Sunday
3/28

70/49 65/44 55/38 62/43 56/34
Mostly

sunny skies
with a chance
of rain. Wind
gusts as high
as 30 mph are
possible.

Skies will
be mostly
clear through-
out the day
and night as
temperatures
begin to drop.

The fore-
cast calls for a
sunny day with
a chance of
rain at night.
Cloudy in the
evening.

Showers
likely before 8
a.m. Other-
wise mostly
cloudy with a
slight breeze. 

There is a
70% chance of
rain during the
day and night.
Thunderstorms
possible in the
afternoon.

On March 23, 1775,
Patrick Henry delivered
an address to the Vir-
ginia Provincial Conven-
tion in which he is said
to have declared, “Give
me liberty, or give me
death!”

In 1792, Joseph
Haydn’s Symphony No.
94 in G Major (the “Sur-
prise” symphony) had
its first public perform-
ance in London.

In 1806, explorers
Meriwether Lewis and
William Clark, having
reached the Pacific
coast, began their jour-
ney back east.

In 1933, the German
Reichstag adopted the
Enabling Act, which
effectively granted Adolf
Hitler dictatorial pow-
ers.

In 1942, the first
Japanese-Americans
evacuated by the U.S.
Army during World War

II arrived at the intern-
ment camp in Manzanar,
California.

In 1965, America’s
first two-person space
mission took place as
Gemini 3 blasted off
with astronauts Virgil I.
“Gus” Grissom and John
W. Young aboard for a
nearly 5-hour flight.

In 1971, Ridgeville
Town Council voted to
retain town marshals
Arnold Norton and Dana
Cox. The vote came after
controversy as to
whether the town had
recently been left with-
out police protection, an
allegation the marshals
refuted.

In 2003, during the
Iraq War, a U.S. Army
maintenance convoy
was ambushed in
Nasiriyah; 11 soldiers
were killed, and six were
captured.

—AP and The CR



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

THE LANDING — A 12-
step program for those in
sixth through 12th grade
will meet at 5:55 p.m. each
Tuesday at 2nd Chance at
Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 703-0777 or (260) 726-
5273.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal

starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. each Tuesday at
Church of  God of  Prophe-
cy, 797 N. Creagor Ave. in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-9334.

JAY COUNTY PASTORS
AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 8 a.m. on the fourth
Tuesday of  each month at
Richard’s Restaurant.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB

— Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in
the Zion Lutheran Church,
218 E. High St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at (765)
369-2085.

STRESS AND ANXIETY
CLASS — Meets each
Wednesday at 2nd Chance
at Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland. For
more information, call
(206) 726-9625 or (260) 703-
0534.

EUCHRE CLUB — Will
meet at 2 p.m. the fourth
Wednesday of  each month
at Chalet Village Health
and Rehabilitation in the
North Lounge.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Thursday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: My older sister
moved in with me after she
was placed on furlough
because of  the pandemic. I was
resistant to her moving in
because she likes to run the
show, she has taken financial
advantage of  every family
member, never admits she’s
wrong, and I was worried
she’d take over. But I wanted to
help her save money, so I said
yes. 

Now it’s like I’m walking on
eggshells. Every time I make a
simple request, she accuses me
of  trying to act like her moth-
er! After six months she asked
if  I’d prefer she move in with
our parents, and I said yes.
Now she’s upset, and my par-
ents are begging me to let her
stay because they don’t want
to deal with her. I just want my
peace back. What should I do?
— TIRED LITTLE SISTER

DEAR TIRED: I’ll tell you
what NOT to do. Do not
relent. She asked if  you’d
prefer she move in with
your parents, and you
answered her honestly. Set a
date for her to be out and

stick to it. It will save your
sanity.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I’m a very

hands-on person, recently
retired, and I would like to do
volunteer work. Sounds sim-
ple, right? Well, it seems no
one needs volunteers. I have
been looking for something,
preferably ecological in
nature, for two years. But
whenever I inquire, I’m flood-
ed with appeals for money. I
was hoping you might give me
some more ideas. — BROKE
BUT AVAILABLE

DEAR BROKE: You
describe yourself  as hands-
on with an interest in
things that are ecological.
Because your efforts are not
needed at the organizations

you contacted, modify your
search. 

Would you be interested
in helping to keep your
neighborhood clean and
free of  trash, starting a veg-
etable garden to feed the
needy, performing yard and
gardening chores for elder-
ly members of  your commu-
nity who can no longer do it
themselves? How about
teaching a class in ecology
at a community center? 

If  that is not to your lik-
ing, would you deliver meals
to shut-ins for a while? An
animal hospital or pet res-
cue group may be able to use
a willing hand in exercising
the animals in their care.
The options are there. Sam-
ple them until you find
something to your liking.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I am a 40-some-

thing woman and have been
with my partner for four
years. I am the mother of  three
boys; he’s a father of  two girls.
We live at my house. 

Whenever his youngest
comes to visit (she’s 16), she

insists on his every second of
attention. He eats it up. It’s so
frustrating. They both ignore
the fact that I am here. It’s very
upsetting and, I don’t think it’s
normal. What about you? —
MIFFED IN MICHIGAN

DEAR MIFFED: Have you
discussed this with your
partner? I don’t know how
often the girl comes to visit,
but clearly she is starved for
her father’s attention. I
don’t think you should
begrudge it unless her visits
last for an extended period.
Of  course, your partner and
his daughter should be
respectful and not treat you
like an old piece of  furni-
ture or a servant, but you
might be less upset if  you
use some of  that time to
pursue interests or relation-
ships of  your own.

••••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Sister has turned good deed bad

Jay County Public
Library has a series of
activities scheduled for
April.

The library’s activities
for the month begin with a
virtual field trip to Port-
land Police Department. It
will be shared on the
library’s Facebook page at
10 a.m. April 2.

April also marks the
return of  Story Time and
Mother Goose in the Com-
munity Room at the library.
The first story time session
for preschool children and
younger, with their caregiv-
er, will be at 10 a.m. April 6.
The first Mother Goose ses-
sion for toddlers and
preschoolers will be at 11:30
a.m. April 9.

At 6 p.m. April 27, the
library will host an author
event with evangelist Phill
Jellison. 

The library will also have
make ’n’ take craft bags
available April 12.

Library
activities
are set
for April

By DIANA DOLECKI
Special to The Commercial Review

Sometimes all a person needs
is to watch a video of  a
dinosaur on a skateboard speed-
ing down the middle of  a dead
end street. It puts everything
into perspective.

Earlier in the week I had
called to tell grandson, Jacob,
happy birthday. Instead of  hear-
ing Jacob’s voice, our daughter,
Beth picked up the phone. They
were on the way to the doctor’s
to get Jacob checked out. He had
been feeling tired and lethargic
lately. It is unusual for him to
not have enough energy to do
what he wants to.

When Beth called me back
she said that he had tested posi-
tive for COVID-19. That has to
be the most unwanted birthday

present ever. In addition to the
usual fears about what the
virus could do, there was the
business of  having to keep both
boys at home for the next two
weeks.

The restrictions in Texas are
different from what they are in
Indiana. The grandchildren
have been going to school for
most of  the school year. Remote
learning is an option if  needed.
None of  them like remote learn-
ing. Plus, someone has to

babysit while the parents are at
work. Beth’s step-sister, Rachel
and her new baby, Astrid, were
called on to help out. There was
one small thing nobody knew
about before Rachel and her
baby moved in for an extended
visit. Rachel had asymptomatic
COVID-19. If  they had known
ahead of  time, they wouldn’t
have asked her to babysit. If  she
had known ahead of  time, she
wouldn’t have accepted the job.

As of  the last time I talked to
them, Rachel and baby were
sequestered upstairs as much
as possible. It seems a little like
closing the barn doors after the
horses got out. We are hoping
that is enough to keep Nicholas
from getting the virus.

Granddaughter, Emma, is
stuck at her dad’s house for the

next two weeks. There are no
guarantees that this will keep
her from getting the virus, but
it should help lessen her
chances of  getting sick.

I check to see if  the skate-
boarding dinosaur is still where
I last saw him. Apparently the
dinosaur is now playing basket-
ball with Jacob. This tells me
two things, one, a dinosaur cos-
tume doesn’t slow down my
youngest grandson, Nicholas,
and two, Jacob has enough ener-
gy to beat him at basketball.
This is good news for both of
them.

The costume itself  makes it
look like a stuffed dinosaur ate
Nicholas. The boy’s face looks
out from the costume’s neck.
You’ve heard of  getting a frog
stuck in your throat? Well, this

is Nicholas stuck in a
dinosaur’s throat. 

It reminds me of  when they
were little and we would go down
for a visit. For a while, none of
the kids wore regular clothes.
They lived in superhero cos-
tumes. Nicholas would hand me
whichever costume he wanted
and demand that I put it on him. I
thought they had outgrown that
until I saw Nicholas playing in
the street. I doubt if  either of  his
siblings wear costumes any
more. 

With all the gloom and doom
we are surrounded with these
days a little sunshine is always
welcome. What better way of
defeating all the negatives than to
watch a dinosaur skateboarding
in the middle of  the street or play-
ing basketball with his brother? 

Skateboarding dino is good for soul
As I

See It

Dear
Abby
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To the editor:
Where did you grow up?

Where do you live now? Hope-
fully, it’s better than the for-
mer. As people we try to better
ourselves, our situation, our
dwellings. We aren’t dealt the
same cards, some good, some
bad. Then in this life we have
advances — an inheritance, a
win of  sorts, good health. We
also have setbacks — medical
problems, death of  loved ones,
divorce — life goes on.

As a resident of  Beacon
Heights, I do not want a mining
operation within a stone’s

throw of  my house. Yes, Port-
land needs industry, but it also
needs places for nice housing
expansion as well. People want
to live close to town, not neces-
sarily in it, close to a high-
way(s), school, and west Port-
land is a very good start

between Tyson Road and coun-
ty road 100 South.

Regarding U.S. Aggregates,
they bought land wanting to
expand their business. They
own or operate at least 18
mines in Indiana, which is
more than homeowners in Bea-
con Heights. They have tried to
reassure people in Beacon
Heights, Sheffer Acres, Oak
Street, Rose Drive, Tyson
Foods and the school board
that their expansion will not
harm our properties and
health (dust, blasting, wells,
property values and the

unsightliness of  a quarry). We,
the residents, are not so sure
or convinced. They try to con-
vince us that they’re a good
neighbor, going to install
berms, nicely mowed, to block
the ugly.

Proverbs 24:30-31 mentions
thorns and nettles. I look out
the front of  my house and see
brush piles, scrub brush, side
ditches in weeds, piles of  stone
higher than berms, etc. on
properties that they now and
have owned. Check out the
berms now surrounding the
current site. Not great. No one

lives out there. They aren’t
that good of  a neighbor in my
opinion.

I don’t want a rezone but
cannot do much other than
lobby the Portland Plan Com-
mission as these members are
all appointed. Should the
rezone go through, will the city
council have the fortitude to
make big business comply with
respect for the residents this
expansion affects?

Respectfully submitted,
Kathleen Clark
Tim Sheffer
Portland

Residents don’t want new neighbor

By SETH J. FRANTZMAN
Bloomberg Opinion

New economic and secu-
rity alliances are emerg-
ing in the Middle East and
Eastern Mediterranean,
tying Arab states to
Greece, Cyprus and Israel,
with potentially transfor-
mative effects on both
regions. The relationships
are based on rapidly con-
verging interests —
among them, tensions
between these countries
and regional powers Iran
and Turkey — and under-
girded by energy and secu-
rity partnerships.

The new alliances repre-
sent geopolitical and eco-
nomic realities that have
changed a great deal since
the end of  the Cold War,
which had for decades
formed the basis of
regional alignments. More
recently, the overthrow of
dictators from Iraq to
Libya, coupled with
diminishing American
appetite for involvement
in the Middle East, led to a
power vacuum that Iran
and Turkey have sought to
fill.

This in turn has
prompted countries in the
region to band together in
ways previously thought
impossible — or unneces-
sary. The threat of  Iran
helped the UAE and
Bahrain overcome their
longstanding hostility
toward Israel, leading to
the Abraham Accords.
Greece is not in the same
neighborhood as Saudi
Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates, but the
three countries share a
wariness of  Turkish ambi-
tions in their respective
backyards, and are seek-
ing closer security ties.
Emirati and Saudi jets
have joined Greek mili-
tary drills.

Aside from multination-
al military exercises,
there have also been mul-
tilateral diplomatic gath-
erings, such as the Philia
Forum in Athens last
month, attended by
Greece, Israel, Cyprus,
Saudi Arabia, Egypt,
Bahrain and the UAE. And
then there are economic
arrangements, such as the
East Mediterranean Gas
Forum, which brings
together Greece, Cyprus,
Egypt, Israel, Jordan and
the Palestinian Authority,
along with Italy and
France.

For the U.S. and Europe,
these groupings represent
new opportunities as well
as new challenges. Cooper-
ation between Israel and
Arab states, for instance,
may reduce the security
burden on American
shoulders, but their com-
bined opposition to a
nuclear accommodation
with Iran will also greatly

complicate President Joe
Biden’s efforts to resume
diplomacy with the Islam-
ic Republic.

The Europeans — and
especially the French —
will be glad to share the
policing of  the Eastern
Mediterranean against
Turkish expansion. They
will also welcome gas sup-
plies that reduce their
dependence on Russia and
pipelines running through
Turkey. But some Euro-
pean leaders, mindful of
last summer’s collision
between a Greek and
Turkish warship, will also
worry about maritime
feuds getting out of  hand.

For their part, Iran and
Turkey have responded
very differently to the new
alliances. The regime in
Tehran seems to be dou-
bling down on its hostility
to Israel and the Gulf
Arab states, and on its
longstanding strategy of
using proxy militias — in
Lebanon, Gaza, Iraq and
Yemen — to attack them.
But Turkey is taking a
more conciliatory
approach.

In recent weeks, the gov-
ernment of  President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has
signaled an interest in
mending fences with the
Arab world, most notably
with Egypt and Saudi Ara-
bia. This outreach has
been interpreted as a reac-
tion to a change of  guard
in the White House, but it
is also informed by the
growing cooperation
among of  Ankara’s rivals.

There are also economic
reasons for Erdogan’s out-
reach to Egypt: His foreign
minister has said Turkey
is keen to make a bound-
ary agreement on the mar-
itime zones claimed by the
two countries in the East-
ern Mediterranean.

In turn, the Saudis and
Emiratis have signaled
they are open to better
relations with the Turks,
but the sticking points
between the two sides —
such as Erdogan’s support
for the Muslim Brother-
hood and the wider Turco-
Saudi contest for influ-
ence in the Muslim world
— will be hard to recon-
cile.

For the foreseeable
future, the new alliances
are likely to grow deeper
and stronger.

••••••••••
Frantzman covers Mid-

dle East affairs for the
Jerusalem Post. 

New alliances
likely to grow

By MICHAEL J. HICKS
With a minimum wage increase

once again prominently featuring a
policy debate, it seems wise to treat
the issue a bit differently. Instead of
outlining the positive and negative
effects of  a particular increase of  the
minimum wage, I’ll offer the best
arguments for and against any mini-
mum wage. In so doing I’ll attempt an
ideological Turing test, making the
arguments so clearly that a reader
cannot discern my personal position.
By explaining the best arguments on
both sides, I hope to achieve two
goals. The first is to make clear the
need for compromise. The second is
to maximize angry comments from
readers. Wish me luck.

The best argument for a minimum
wage involves several labor market
failures that affect low-wage workers.
It begins with the fact that most low-
wage workers are in a poor position
to negotiate wages. They may be
young, inexperienced, poorly educat-
ed or speak little English. Employers
have enormous bargaining power
over them in ways they do not with
better-skilled, better-educated, more
mature workers.

At the same time, labor markets
have become increasingly concentrat-
ed, thus employers are more able to
exert market power over workers.
Information technology, such as
online help wanted ads, permits
employers to engage in tacit collusion
in setting salaries for low wage work-
ers. Likewise, human resource pro-
fessionals in many cities and indus-
tries meet frequently to discuss wage
and benefits standards. While this is
so plainly illegal that the U.S. DOJ
issued a recent warning to HR profes-
sionals, state-level anti-trust enforce-
ment is sadly almost non-existent.

At the same time, the social safety
net provides many health, food and
social benefits to low-wage workers.
In a perfectly free labor market, work-
ers would require extra pay to sup-
port their families and would demand
higher wages. In that way, taxpayers
subsidize low-wage workers in ways
that benefit employers and those who
buy their goods or services. For all
these reasons, we should have a mini-
mum wage in order to protect work-
ers and taxpayers from the existing
labor market’s failures.

The best argument in opposition to
a minimum wage is that government
should not, and cannot, be in the
wage- or price-setting business. Gov-
ernment has no role in a great many
high-stakes personal decisions. Gov-
ernment cannot tell us what language
to speak, what church to attend, who
to marry or with whom to form a fam-
ily.

No government may tell us adults
how much alcohol we may consume,
whether or not we can smoke tobacco,
nor increasingly whether or not we
may freely purchase cannabis or
other drugs. Government cannot tell
us whether or not we may own a gun
or what type of  house, automobile or
boat we may own. Government isn’t
permitted to do these things because
free people won’t allow government
to do these things.

There is also a simple competence
issue. Our federal government spent
more than $100 million each for an F-
35A fighter, paid for most of  Boston’s
Big Dig debacle and wholly funded a
bridge to nowhere in Alaska. Given
these enormous limitations in knowl-
edge, no government can reasonably
tell an ice cream shop owner in Loo-
gootee what she should pay a high
school student or tell the high school
student how little he should be will-
ing to work for. The mere existence of
a minimum wage infantilizes Ameri-
cans, while depriving them of  an
essential freedom of  free exchange.

There are other respectable argu-
ments for and against a minimum
wage, as well as many poor ones. Still,
I hope I have done a fair job outlining
these two viewpoints, which I consid-
er the best for and against a mini-
mum wage. If  I have done so, and you,
dear reader, are honest with yourself,
you must admit that both the argu-
ment for and against hold a great deal
of  truth. I would go so far as to say
that both arguments are essentially
true.

The policy environment facing
functioning democracies is almost
always like the minimum wage
debate. Both sides offer argument
possessed of  both supportive facts
and truth. Yet, entirely reasonable,
educated and well-meaning people
still disagree. It is a hallmark of  a lib-
eral democracy that our policy
debates are dominated by matters in
which compromise is not just possi-
ble, but necessary. That is largely
because we’ve solved most of  those
problems where compromise is not
possible. So, give thanks for this type
of  political disagreement; it marks us
as an advanced, functioning democra-
cy.

Those nations that lack a well-func-
tioning democracy have fewer
debates that lead to compromise. In
those unhappy places, simple facts
are often in dispute, and the most
mundane of  policy matters marked
with cultural or national conse-
quence. Citizens outside of  democra-
cy often view compromise as losing,
as a lack of  patriotism or as cavorting
with the enemy. We must not admire
the politics of  these sad, insecure and
failing places.

Our circumstance is to be envied.
Our Constitution, our norms and our
culture permit us to debate matters
with respect and understanding. So,
within a liberal democracy, we do not
have enemies over public policy. Our
only domestic enemies are those who
seek to undermine those bonds,
break our Constitutional norms or
exclude some of  us from deliberation.

As Congress commences a debate
on increasing the minimum wage, we
should view this as a crucial moment
for our Republic. We have just passed
through the most significant assault
on our Constitution since the Civil
War. Our ability to overcome that and
prevent it in the future depends in
part on how effectively we compro-
mise over legislation. We should view
the minimum wage as a good place to
start.

•••••••••
Hicks is the director of  the Center for

Business and Economic Research and
the George and Frances Ball distin-
guished professor of  economics in the
Miller College of  Business at Ball
State University. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.

What role should government play?

Letters to
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Continued from page 1
While at the residence, they

also arrested Spencer Hobbs,
30, Muncie, and Andrew Jes-
sup, 18, 323 W. Washington St.,
Dunkirk. 

Police discovered an alleged
drug dealing operation as a
result, leading to the arrest of

Aaron L. Burress, 35, 605 Hart
Drive, Dunkirk.

Preliminary charges for each
of  those arrested are as follows:

•Bunch, a Level 5 felony for pos-
session of  methamphetamine.
(She also has two charges — a
Level 6 felony for unlawful pos-
session of  a syringe and a Class B

misdemeanor for public intoxica-
tion — for which she failed to
appear for in court.) She was
booked into Jay County Jail on
$15,000 bond.

•Burress, a Level 4 felony for
dealing cocaine, methampheta-
mine or narcotic drugs and a
Level 6 felony for possession of

cocaine, methamphetamine or
narcotic drugs. He was booked
into Jay County Jail on $18,000
bond.

•Jessup, a Level 6 felony for pos-
session of  cocaine, methamphet-
amine or narcotic drugs. He was
booked into jail on $3,000 bond.

•Tiller, a Level 6 felony for

maintaining a common nuisance.
He was booked into Jay County
Jail on $4,500 bond.

Also, Hobbs was arrested for
failing to appear in court for a
previous Class A misdemeanor
for driving with a suspended
license. He’s being held in jail
without bond.

Dead ...

Continued from page 1
Decommissioning can begin if

there is no electricity generated
for 12 consecutive months or
within 60 days from the end of
the project, which is projected to
last about 35 years. Invenergy is
also responsible for removing all
panels and equipment from the
property and restoring the land
to its prior condition, Hinkle
explained.

Hinkle noted there is currently
legislation moving through the
Indiana Senate that, if  passed,
could potentially alter the eco-
nomic development agreement,
although he said he does not
anticipate the legislation being a
problem for the county. (The leg-
islation would establish stan-
dards for setbacks and other
requirements for wind and solar
operations.) He plans to wait
until the end of  the Indiana Gen-
eral Assembly session next
month before finalizing it.

Also Monday, representatives
from Jay County Humane Socie-
ty and Midwest Pet Refuge
agreed to continue providing
animal control services to the
county for another three months.

Commissioner Brian McGal-
liard said officials from Jay
County municipalities have
voiced their approval to join a
countywide animal control con-
tract. The current agreement,
which was made following the
retirement of  animal control
officers Bill and Kathy Fields in
December, only covers the coun-
ty. However, the humane society
has been taking calls regardless
of  location, humane society pres-
ident Mindy Weaver told com-
missioners.

Weaver agreed to speak with
the humane society board about
considering a year-long formal
contract with the county to pro-

vide countywide animal control
services.

She also asked if  commission-
ers planned to contribute funds
toward a new building for the
shelter. (Commissioners in Janu-
ary rescinded a previous com-
mitment to provide up to $275,000
for the project, citing concerns
about its projected cost of  $1.3
million.)

Both commissioner Chad Aker
and McGalliard voiced approval
toward committing an unspeci-
fied amount of  funding. Aker
later noted the county’s contri-
bution will be for all Jay munici-
palities.

Animal control task force
chair Julie Forcum noted con-
tractors need a location before
they can do a rendering of  the
proposed facility. Commissioners
had requested that step be taken
before considering a new fund-
ing commitment.

Commissioners also signed a
general services agreement with
Valparaiso-based Core Facilities
Inc., a project management and
consulting firm. As discussed by
president Matthew Stechly at the
meeting, Core will be responsible
for seeking bids for the new cam-
era system at Jay County Sher-
iff ’s Office. His company will also
oversee the contractor during the
system installation process to
ensure proper procedures are fol-

lowed and to prevent unneces-
sary charges to the county.

The agreement lists an hourly
rate for time and materials at $150
with a cap at $27,550. There is also
a clause that allows either party
to terminate the agreement with-
out cause after a 10-day notice.

Stechly — who has worked
more than 20 years in contractual,
maintenance and repair and relat-
ed fields — originally proposed an
agreement in August to provide
his services for hiring local
employees and implementing an
improved maintenance program.
At the time, he suggested hiring
an “in-house” position to oversee
maintenance at the facility.

Currently, jail maintenance
service comes from Havel, a cor-
porate maintenance and repair
business. The 2021 contract with
Havel was automatically renewed
in December. 

Sheriff  Dwane Ford said it may
be difficult to find systems that
would work with Havel software,
and he advocated for the agree-
ment with Core at the meeting
Monday.

“Probably somebody with his
knowledge might be a lot better,”
Ford noted, mentioning it may
save the county money in the
future.

Also, commissioners heard a
request from Deb Gillespie of  Jay
County Fair Board for $50,000 to

go toward the inaugural lighting
festival at the fairgrounds that is
scheduled for late November
through the end of  December. The
festival will be a drive-through
light display with regular visits
from Santa Claus. Gillespie said
the fair board plans to charge at
the gate and also will be taking
canned food donations.

Commissioners sent the
request to the Jay County Eco-
nomic Development Income Tax
(EDIT) Advisory Board for its
review.

In other news, commissioners:
•OK’d a mutual agreement

between Jay Emergency Medical
Service and Southern Mercer
County Joint Ambulance District
of  Ohio to aid one another as
needed. Also approved spending
$4,125 — most of  which is covered
by Coronavirus Aid, Relief  and
Economic Security (CARES) Act
funding — for three new King
Vision Video Laryngoscopes,
which are digital intubation
devices, for JEMS.

•Approved a request for Jay
County Coroner’s Office to take
possession of  former county engi-
neer Dan Watson’s work vehicle, a
2019 Dodge Ram 1500 with an
extended cab. The department
plans to use the truck for regular
business. Staff  had been using
personal vehicles for calls.

•Appointed Dru Mercer to Jay
County Plan Commission. Mercer
will be replacing Tom Laux, who
resigned two weeks ago.

•Paid the following claims:
$79,973.03 for a new roller for Jay
County Highway Department,
$27,500 for the Jay-Randolph
Developmental Services budget;
$61,112 for two vehicles at the
sheriff ’s office; $27,350 for a truck
at the surveyor’s office; $14,215 for
a LUCAS chest compression sys-
tem for JEMS.

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) —
Officials in Indiana have
opened vaccinations for the
COVID-19 virus to state res-
idents 40 and older.

Health care workers,
long-term care residents,
first responders who are
regularly called to the
scene of  an emergency to

render medical assistance,
and educators and school
support staff  through 12th
grade also are eligible to
receive the vaccine.

More than 2.3 million
vaccine doses have been
administered in Indiana
and 954,578 residents have
been fully vaccinated.

Eligibility age is 40

Agreements ...

Humane society, Midwest
commit to another three
months of animal control

By JOSEPH DITS
South Bend Tribune

On Saturday, the
Indiana Democratic
Party chose a South
Bend native as its new
state chairman: Mike
Schmuhl, who man-
aged both the mayoral
and presidential cam-
paigns of  his child-
hood friend, Pete
Buttigieg.

Party officials voted
to choose Schmuhl to
the four-year term, a
full-time paid role, at a
meeting of  their
party’s state central
committee.

It marks the first
time someone from
South Bend has led
the state party since
former mayor Jerry
Miller in the 1970s.

Schmuhl, 38,
replaces state party
Chairman John Zody,
who announced in
November that he
wouldn’t seek reelec-
tion to the position
that he’d held for eight
years through devas-
tating election losses
for the party.

One of  the two other
candidates for the
post, Trish Whitcomb,
withdrew her bid
Monday after her son
died unexpectedly last
Sunday. She’d said in a
statement that she
couldn’t continue her
candidacy following
the “unimaginable
loss.” Whitcomb was
the manager of  Demo-
crat Glena Ritz’s suc-
cessful 2012 campaign
for state school super-
intendent and was the
daughter of  former
Republican Gov. Ed
Whitcomb.

The other chal-
lenger for state party
chair was former Mor-
gan County Democrat-
ic Chairman Tom Wal-
lace of  Martinsville,
who ran unsuccessful-
ly for a state Senate
seat last year.

The party also elect-
ed Schmuhl’s running
mate, Myla Eldridge,
as co-chair. She was
elected Marion Coun-
ty clerk in 2014 and
2018. She is described
as the first Black clerk
in Marion County and
an advocate for voting
rights and fair elec-
tions in Indiana.

In this non-election
year, Schmuhl said
Saturday that he’ll
focus on hiring his
own staff, building
party resources for
the years ahead and
“partnering with
Democrats around the
state … so we can win
again.” He expects to
renew energy in the
party since, also on
Saturday, the party
decided to hold its
statewide convention
in person in Indi-
anapolis in 2022.

He also said Democ-
rats also plan to
debate Republicans on
any redistricting
efforts that might
cause districts to favor
the GOP.

A month ago,
Schmuhl said that the
biggest reason he was
running was to
“reimagine the future
of  the Democratic
Party,” noting that he
wants to start from a
“blank canvas” and
employ the sorts of
technology and social
media that he used in
Buttigieg’s presiden-
tial run.

Schmuhl
chosen
to lead
Dems in
Indiana



STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

STATEWIDE
40 NOTICES

STATEDE

STATEWIDE
90 SALE CALENDAR

CLASSIFIED ADS
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ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

REDKEY TOWN
BOARD, YOU HAVE
$1,300,177.92 of our
towns’ money and you
can’t give the town water
Spring Rates for the
summer? 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Fleece
Blankets, Appliqué, Zip-
pers, Hemming, Memory
T-Shirt, Special Orders
260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

CONSIGNMENT AUC-
TION

Located: Bob Schmit
Memorial Hall, Jay Co

Fairgrounds, 
806 E Votaw St., Port-

land, IN 
Saturday March 27,

2021, 
10:00 AM/10:30 am
(Double Ring) House-
hold; Collectibles; Primi-
tives; Furniture;Garage
Items; few tools; Misc. 2
cargo trailers full and
already packed-not list-
ed yet! Full auction ad &
pictures-Auctionzip.com
#11389 Mel Smitley’s
Real Estate & Auction-

eering 
260-726-6215 Office
Laci Smitley (260)-729-
2281- Cell AU10600051 
Gary White AU19800069  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibition
Hall, Jay County Fair-
grounds, Portland, IN
Saturday, March 27th ,

2021
9:30 am

Antique-Old & Collector
items-Guns-Household:
Walnut tall ornate bed,
Walnut wardrobe, Oak
round table with 6

chairs, Standard and
Kendall double sided
signs, Ohio Farms Ins
Co 1924 statue, Indian
Statue,Stevens Bicycle
Rifle, Italy 50 cal black
powder muzzle loader,
Stevens Rolling Block
22, Marlin 22 S/L LR
pump, Cross bow,

School bells, Mayon-
naise churn, Fenton sev-
eral pieces including
Favrene, Crockery and
Stoneware, Model T
lights,Weather vane
arrows, Mower and

Tools, John Deere x540
Multi Terrain riding
mower with 54” deck
and 900 hours. Many
other items not listed.

Auctioneers Note: Al and
Janet have sold their

home and are downsiz-
ing. The auction offers a
great variety of quality
items. Auction preview
will be held on Friday

March 26th from 2:00 to
5:30 p.m. Please visit

Auction Zip for photos or
contact our office at

(260) 726-2700 with any
questions.

It is recommended you
follow COVID-19 guide-
lines by wearing a facial
mask and social distanc-

ing
Al & Janet Huston

Loy Auction
AU31600027
260-726-2700
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons AU10700085

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Aaron Loy AU11200112
Troy Foust AU19800068 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

EXPERIENCED SEMI
DRIVER needed in Port-
land, IN. Monday-Friday
dedicated run only,
$0.60/mile, 2500-3000
miles/week. Lots of ben-
efits included. Call/text
260.251.7839 or email
customerservice@tjx-
pservice.com 
FULL TIME DENTAL
HYGIENIST wanted to
add to the team at Dunn
Family Dental Care, 110
W North St, Portland, IN.
Please email resume to
drdunn@dfdcpc.com or
call our office at 260 726-
8007 for more informa-
tion 
THE DUNKIRK PARK
BOARD is accepting
applications for the fol-
lowing positions until
April 16th pool manager,
assistant manager, certi-
fied life guards, conces-
sions, admissions, park
labor. Applications can
be picked up at The City
Building is open from
8:00 am - 4:30 pm Mon-
day-Friday EoE 
RETAIL SALES days,
nights & weekends.
Clean work environment,
good hourly pay. Must be
21 or older. Apply @
Northside Carry Out,
1226 N. Meridian, Port-
land, IN. Attn: Ruth 

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

ROD PENROD, LICENSED AGENT

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Drug Plans
Medicare Advantage
Senior Life Insurance

Local Agent

260-418-9492

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Hi and Lois

Agnes

Rose is Rose

Peanuts

SPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

Beetle Bailey

Snuffy Smith

Blondie

Funky Winkerbean

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com
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GET IT IN THE
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You never know

what you might find in
The Commercial
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From a  new car to
a new home, to a

new job,
the Classifieds

deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call  
260-726-8141

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com
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PORTLAND POLICE
DEPARTMENT will be
accepting applications for
part-time dispatcher. All
applicants must be 18 yrs
or older, high school
diploma or GED equiva-
lent. Applications can be
pick up at the Portland
Police Department 319 N
Meridian St., Portland, IN
starting Wed., March
19th-26th. or on our web-
site thecityofportland.net.
Applications need to be
in by March 26th, 2021
by 5pm. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick. Clean

and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial Review,
309 W Main, Portland

260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate hours:
8:00-8:00 daily. Pearl
Street, Portland. 260-
726-2833 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, distri-
bution, offices, inside and
outdoor storage. Easy
access to major high-
ways and railroad access
with loading docks and
overhead cranes avail-
able. Contact Sycamore
Group, 419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 
PIEDMONT APART-
MENTS, 778 W 7th
Street, Portland, Indiana,
accepting applications
for 1, 2, 3 bedroom
apartments, no applica-
tion fee. Rent base on
30% of your gross
income. Call 260-726-
2920, TDD 800-743-
3333. This is an Equal
Opportunity Housing
Complex. This institution
is an Equal Opportunity
Provider and Employer. 

FOR SALE 16.24
ACRES BARE LAND on
south side of 200 N west
of 300 E Portland. Good
building land. Contact
Ben B. Girod 11464 S
150 E Geneva, IN 46740  

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�
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Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT

COURT
2021 TERM

No. 38CO1-2103-EU-000008
In the Matter of the Unsu-

pervised 
Administration 
of the Estate of:

Jerry B. Miller, Deceased
NOTICE OF 

ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that
Twila E. Teegarden and Crys-
tal J. Cline were, on the 9th
day of March, 2021, appointed
Personal Representatives of
the estate of Jerry B. Miller
deceased, who died on Jan-
uary 6th, 2021. 
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether
or not now due, must file the
claim in the office of the
Clerk of this Court within
three (3) months from the
date of the first publication
of this notice, or within nine
(9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is
earlier, or the claims will be
forever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana,
this 11th day of March, 2021.

Jon Eads
Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana
HINKLE, RACSTER &

SCHEMENAUR                      
121 W. High Street
Portland, IN  47371 

Attorney 
CR 3-16,23-2021- HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT

COURT
2021 TERM

No. 38CO1-2103-EU-000007
In the Matter 

of the Unsupervised 
Administration 
of the Estate of:

Kelley Dixon, Deceased
NOTICE OF 

ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that

Randy Noble was, on the 8th
day of March, 2021, appointed
Personal Representative of
the estate of Kelley Dixon de-
ceased, who died on March 1,
2021, 2020. 
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether
or not now due, must file the
claim in the office of the
Clerk of this Court within
three (3) months from the
date of the first publication
of this notice, or within nine
(9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is
earlier, or the claims will be
forever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana,
this 11th day of March, 2021.

Jon Eads
Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana
HINKLE, RACSTER &

SCHEMENAUR                      
121 W. High Street
Portland, IN  47371

Attorney
CR 3-16,23-2021 HSPAXLP

CONSIGNMENT
AUCTION
Jay County Fairgrounds

Bob Schmit Memorial Hall
806 E. Votaw St.
Portland, IN

Saturday, March 27, 2021
10:00 A.M./10:30 A.M. (Double Ring)
COLLECTIBLES – HOUSEHOLD –

PRIMITIVES - MISC
Collectibles: 1897, 1957, (2) 1989, 1990, (3) 1991
directory; 1821-1971 Sesquicentennial Souvenir
book; 2-wooden nickels; JC Interim Report Book;
1836-1986 JC Sesquicentennial book; 1971 Portland
Typhoon;
HOUSEHOLD – PRIMITIVES – FURNITURE:
Tiffany style hanging lamp; China cabinet; (2) Brass
Buckets w/ lids; metal egg bskt; dec lamp; Oak
coffee table; end tables; table lamps; Elec knife;
milk can; pots & pans; kitchen misc; 6 ft metal arch;
jewelry boxes; wedding cake misc; Rug beater; cast
iron table & 4 chairs; oil lamp; red, amber, & misc
glass; vint wing back loveseat; vint chase lounge;
Norman Rockwell & misc dec plates; old cast iron
fireplace screen; Oak serving table; wicker furn;
books/cookbooks; granite pans; 
Tools & Misc: Sm yard ornaments; Sm Windmill;
Elec Smoker; 3 English saddles; Horse tack & misc;
light bars; crochet set; lawn chair; patio table; metal
patio chairs;

2 cargo trailers full and already packed 
not listed yet!

Full auction ad & pictures
Auctionzip.com #11389

D’s Grilling will be serving lunch!!
Consignors - Owners

Mel Smitley’s Real Estate & Auctioneering
(260)-726-6215 – Office

Laci Smitley – AU10600051
(260) 729-2281

Gary White – AU19800069
CR 3-23-2021
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By PATTY NIEBERG
and THOMAS PEIPERT 
Associated Press

BOULDER, Colo. — A
shooting at a crowded Col-
orado supermarket that
killed 10 people, including
the first police officer to
arrive, sent terrorized
shoppers and workers
scrambling for safety and
stunned a state and a
nation that has grieved sev-
eral mass killings. A lone
suspect was in custody,
authorities said.

Hundreds of  police offi-
cers from throughout the
Denver metropolitan area
responded to the Monday
afternoon attack, converg-
ing on a King Soopers
supermarket in a busy
shopping plaza in southern
Boulder. 

SWAT officers carrying
ballistic shields slowly
approached the store as
others quickly escorted
frightened people away
from the building, some of
its windows shattered. Cus-
tomers and employees fled
through a back loading
dock to safety. Others took
refuge in nearby shops.

One suspect was in cus-
tody, a tearful Boulder
Police Chief  Maris Herold
said late Monday. Authori-
ties didn’t identify the sus-
pect, though Boulder Coun-
ty District Attorney
Michael Dougherty said
the suspect was the only
person injured and was
receiving medical care. 

Officers had escorted a
shirtless man in handcuffs,
blood running down his
leg, from the store during
the siege. Authorities
would not say if  he was the
suspect. Foothills Hospital
in Boulder was treating
one person from the shoot-
ing scene but declined fur-
ther comment, said Rich
Sheehan, spokesman for
Boulder Community
Health, which operates the
hospital.

“This is a tragedy and a
nightmare for Boulder
County,” Dougherty said.
“These were people going
about their day, doing their
shopping. I promise the
victims and the people of
the state of  Colorado that
we will secure justice.”

Herold identified the
slain officer as Eric Talley,
51, who had been with Boul-

der police since 2010. He
was the first to arrive after
responding to a call about
shots fired and someone
carrying a rifle, she said. 

“He was by all accounts
one of  the outstanding offi-
cers of  the Boulder Police
Department, and his life
was cut too short,”
Dougherty said.

Dozens of  police and
emergency vehicles, their
lights flashing, escorted an
ambulance carrying the
slain officer from the shoot-
ing scene after nightfall.
Some residents stood along
the route, their arms raised
in salute.

The identities of  the
other nine victims were
not disclosed because
police said they were still
notifying their family
members. 

Dougherty said it was
too early to speculate on a
motive and that the investi-
gation involving local, state
and federal law enforce-
ment agencies would take
days.

The attack in Boulder,
about 25 miles (40 kilome-
ters) northwest of  Denver
and home to the University
of  Colorado, stunned a
state that has seen several
mass shootings, including
the 1999 Columbine High
School massacre and the
2012 Aurora movie theater
shooting.

Monday’s midafternoon
attack was the seventh
mass killing this year in the
U.S., following the March 16
shooting  that left eight peo-
ple dead at three Atlanta-
area massage businesses,
according to a database
compiled by The Associat-
ed Press, USA Today and
Northeastern University. 

It follows a lull in mass
killings during the coron-
avirus pandemic in 2020,
which had the smallest
number of  such attacks in
eight years, according to
the database, which tracks
mass killings defined as
four or more dead, not
including the shooter.

Rep. Joe Neguse, a Demo-
crat whose district
includes Boulder, said
Tuesday on “CBS This
Morning” that “enough is
enough” when it comes to
political impasses that
keep gun control laws from
passing Congress.

Ten were killed in
Colorado shooting

By MICHELLE FAY CORTEZ,
JASON GALE
and SUZI RING
Bloomberg

AstraZeneca Plc said it will release
up-to-date results from the final stage
trial of  its coronavirus vaccine with-
in 48 hours, responding to criticism
from a U.S. science agency that had
said that its analysis of  the shot's
effectiveness included old informa-
tion.

Results published Monday were
based on an interim analysis of  data
through Feb. 17, AstraZeneca said in
a statement. The company will
“immediately engage” with the inde-
pendent panel monitoring the trial to
share its analysis with the latest effi-
cacy data.

In a brief  statement last night, the
National Institute of  Allergy and
Infectious Diseases said the monitor-
ing board charged with ensuring the
safety and accuracy of  the vaccine
trial had expressed concern that
results included outdated informa-
tion.

The institute, headed by Anthony
Fauci, urged AstraZeneca to work
with the data and safety monitoring
board to “ensure the most accurate,
up-to-date efficacy data be made pub-
lic as quickly as possible.”

The disclosure marks the latest
hitch for AstraZeneca, which said on
Monday that the vaccine was found to
be 79% effective in preventing
COVID-19 in a U.S. clinical trial of

more than 30,000 volunteers. The
shot, developed with the University
of  Oxford and viewed as a front-run-
ner to help curb the pandemic, has
been beset by complications.

It’s now at the center of  a supply
showdown with the European Union,
just days after concerns about blood
clots prompted a dozen countries to
suspend immunizations.

“The last thing this vaccine needs
is more concern when we kind of
thought we were at that point now
where we’d put to bed all the other
concerns,” said Paul Griffin, an asso-
ciate professor of  medicine at the
University of  Queensland in Bris-
bane, who is conducting clinical stud-
ies in Australia on four coronavirus
vaccine candidates.

After the vaccine was cleared for
use in the U.K. and many other
nations, AstraZeneca is preparing to
seek approval from the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration. That green-
light may now be delayed.

The efficacy rate in the U.S. trial
was stronger than the 70% figure
AstraZeneca reported from an earlier

study. But those data were an average
of  different readings — 62% and 90%
— from two arms of  the trial.
Because of  a manufacturing error,
one group of  participants had
received a lower first dose, which pro-
duced the higher reading, compared
with those getting two standard
doses. Further analysis suggested it
was the greater dosing gap rather
than amount that had created the dif-
ference.

The Data and Safety Monitoring
Board, an independent panel, also
brought its concerns about the U.S.
trial results to the British drugmaker
and to the Biomedical Advanced
Research and Development Authori-
ty, a U.S. agency that partially funded
the shot’s development.

“It was referring to outdated infor-
mation, and it’s kind of  hard to imag-
ine how outdated information could
be included when these vaccines are
all fairly new,” said Griffin, an infec-
tious-disease physician and microbi-
ologist. “The impression I got was
that it seemed to be something very
significant they were alluding to.”

Update to be issued

Bloomberg/SeongJoonCho

A nurse fills a syringe with a dose of the AstraZeneca coronavirus vaccine Feb. 26 at a public
health center in Incheon, South Korea. In a brief statement last night, the National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases said the monitoring board charged with ensuring the safety and accuracy of the
vaccine trial had expressed concern that results included outdated information. AstraZeneca said this
morning it plans to issue a trial updated.

U.S. agency said AstraZeneca
vaccine data were outdated
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Sports
Tuesday, March 23, 2021Grab the April 7 issue

of The Commercial Review
for the 2021 Spring
Sports Preview section

Registration for PJL
will be March 31,
see Sports on tap

Scoreboard
Men’s college basketball

NCAA Tournament
Oregon 95, Iowa 80
Gonzaga 87, Oklahoma 71
UCLA 67, Abilene Christian 47
Creighton 72, Ohio 58
Michigan 86, LSU 8
Florida State 71, Colorado 53
Alabama 96, Maryland 77
USC 85, Kansas 51

NBA Basketball
Sacramento 119, Cleveland 105
Oklahoma City 112, Minnesota 103
Charlotte 100, San Antonio 97
Utah 120, Chicago 95
Milwaukee 140, Indiana 113
Houston 117, Toronto 99
Memphis 132, Boston 126 F/OT
L.A. Clippers 119, Atlanta 110

MLB Spring Training
Pittsburgh 6, Baltimore 5
Boston 10, Tampa Bay 4
Minnesota 4, Atlanta 2
Houston 5, N.Y. Mets 4
Miami 7, St. Louis 2
San Diego 9, Kansas City 9
Chicago White Sox 7, San Francisco 2
Milwaukee 6, Cleveland 3
Arizona 4, Oakland 4
L.A. Angels 15, Chicago Cubs 7
Colorado 5, Texas 4
Philadelphia 4, N.Y. Yankees 0
Toronto 4, Detroit 3
Seattle 7, L.A. Dodgers 3

Local schedule
Thursday

Fort Recovery — Softball at National
Trail – 5 p.m.Baseball scrimmage at
Cory-Rawson – 5:30 p.m.

Saturday
Fort Recovery — Softball at Delphos

Jefferson – 11 a.m.; JV baseball double-
header vs. Russia – 11 a.m.

Monday
Fort Recovery — Baseball vs. Celi-

na – 5 p.m.; Softball at Ansonia – 5
p.m.; JV baseball at Celina – 5 p.m.

April 1
Fort Recovery — Softball at South

Adams – 5 p.m.; Track at Crestview
quad – 5 p.m.; Freshman baseball at St.
Henry – 5:30 p.m.; Junior high track
hosts quad – 4:30 p.m.

Jay County — Track at Madison-
Grant – 5:30 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

7:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Los
Angeles Lakers at New Orleans Pelicans
(TNT)

10 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Philadel-
phia 76ers at Golden State Warriors
(TNT)

Wednesday
7 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Indiana

Pacers vs. Detroit Pistons (FSIN)
7:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball:

Boston Celtics at Milwaukee Bucks
(ESPN)

10 p.m. — NBA Basketball; Brooklyn
Nets at Utah Jazz (ESPN)

Thursday
7:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Port-

land Trail Blazers at Miami Heat (TNT)
10 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Philadel-

phia 76ers at Los Angeles Dodgers
(TNT)

Friday
7:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Boston

Celtics at Milwaukee Bucks (ESPN)
8:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Indi-

ana Pacers at Dallas Mavericks (FSIN)
10 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Atlanta

Hawks at Golden State Warriors (ESPN)

Local notes
Registration is March 31

Portland Junior League another regis-
tration day on March 31.

The session with be from 6 to 8 p.m.
at Jay Community Center, 115 E. Water
St., Portland.

Registration forms can be picked up
at JCC, or they’re available online at
PJL’s Facebook page.

The league is open to boys and girls
ages 5 to 15.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

The Commercial Review/Chris Schanz

Tebbe tosses
Brittney Tebbe of the Fort Recovery High School softball team tosses a pitch during a

scrimmage against the Celina Bulldogs on Monday at FRHS. The Indians will open their season
at 5 p.m. Thursday at National Trail in New Paris.

By STEVE MEGARGEE
AP Sports Writer

MILWAUKEE — Playing without
Giannis Antetokounmpo, the Mil-
waukee Bucks rolled to another win.

Jrue Holiday led the way.
Holiday had 28 points and 14 assists

to help the Bucks breeze past the Indi-
ana Pacers 140-113 on Monday night
for their seventh consecutive victory.

Milwaukee played without Ante-
tokoumpo due to a sprained left knee,
but the Bucks still shot 61.5% (24 of
39) from 3-point range and 56.4% over-
all.

“When somebody like our best
player is not playing that night, we
kind of  lock in,” Holiday said.
“Everybody has to do a little bit more.
It’s a testament to the team we have.”

Coach Mike Budenholzer was
unsure about Antetokounmpo’s sta-
tus for Wednesday’s game against
Boston. Budenholzer said he thinks
the reigning two-time NBA MVP got
hurt during a 120-113 victory  over the
San Antonio Spurs on Saturday.

“We’re hoping it’s shorter rather
than longer, but we’ll see how these
first 48 to 72 hours go and we’ll know

more then,” Budenholzer said before
Monday’s game.

With Antetokounmpo out of  the
lineup, Pat Connaughton made his
first start of  the season and collected
20 points and nine rebounds while
shooting 6 of  7 from 3-point range.
Khris Middleton had 25 points, eight
rebounds and six assists. The Bucks
also played without reserve forward
P.J. Tucker because of  a sprained left
ankle. Tucker played 12 minutes and
was scoreless Monday in his second
game since he was acquired in a trade
with Houston last week.

Milwaukee trounces Pacers

By JIM LITKE
AP Sports Writer

Considering how every-
thing else has gone this
past year, March was bound
to be mad. So far, it hasn’t
disappointed. 

The last perfect NCAA
Tournament bracket was
busted before the first
round was over. The second
round just wrapped with an
even dozen upsets already
in the books — a record for
the opening 48 games and
just one shy of  the mark for
the entire tournament —
with all kinds of  possibili-
ties still out there. 

“You gotta bring that
fire,” said Gonzaga big man
Drew Timme, whose team
is the tournament’s overall
top seed. “Because all it
takes is one good game and
you can be out.”

Oklahoma, in fact, played
a very good game against
Timme’s Bulldogs and still
got crushed, 87-71. So did
No. 10 Maryland, bounced
by No. 2 Alabama 96-77, and
fifth-seeded Colorado, sent
packing 71-53 by No. 4 Flori-
da State.

Ditto for the five other
teams that lost Monday —
by the lopsided average of
18 points. 

Sixth-seeded USC beat
No. 3 Kansas by 34, but
failed to meet the NCAA
definition of  an upset:
“defined as a win by a team
seeded five spots lower than
their opponent.” No. 7 Ore-
gon’s win over second-seed-
ed Iowa qualified, even
though it was by “only” 15.
No. 1 seed Michigan finally
wriggled free of  LSU, 86-78,
in the day’s only really
close game. 

Seedings can seem off  in
any year, but never moreso
than in this one. The pan-
demic wreaked havoc on
nearly every team, but hit
some harder than others,
and at different times. 

Kansas, for example, had
one star, David McCorma-
ck, who cleared the COVID-
19 protocol just hours
before its first-round game,
and another, Jalen Wilson,
just a day before he came
off  the bench against USC.
Widely considered the
toughest league this past
season, the Big Ten Confer-
ence got nine invites and is
down to Michigan. West
Coast teams, often over-
looked and rarely overrat-
ed, may have finally bene-
fitted from being underrat-
ed this time around.

Unbeaten Gonzaga was a
lock to be the tourney’s top
seed, but the rest of  the Left
Coast contingent that made
it to the Sweet 16 — USC (a
No. 6), Oregon (7), UCLA
(11) and Oregon State (12),
all Pac-12 Conference mem-
bers — were supposed to be
in disarray. Suddenly,
though, they look like
ringers descending on the
local country club for those
annual member-guest
handicap golf  tourna-
ments.

Oregon gambled by play-
ing up-tempo out of  the
gate and focusing its
defense on every Hawkeye
but Luka Garza, every-

body’s player of  the year.
Garza wound up with 36
points in the final game of
a storied college career, but
it was clear by halftime
even he couldn’t beat the
Ducks by himself. 

“It hit me all at once that
this is the last time I’ll put
on this jersey,” Garza said,
fighting back tears. “I feel
bad I wasn’t able to lead
this team where it needs to
go. … It’s something that’s
going to haunt me forever.”

For all the chaos
unleashed in the first two
rounds, Gonzaga still looks
like the class of  the field.
The Bulldogs are balanced,
deep, capable of  playing
fast or slow and have two of
the best players in the
game, Jalen Suggs and
Corey Kispert. Most impor-
tant, perhaps, they were
among the best at handling
the disruptions of  a rocky
season as it began, then
progressed and seem even
more comfortable in the
midst of  all the craziness
swirling around the tourna-
ment now.

Much of  the credit
deservedly belongs to coach
Mark Few, who has won
just about everything but
the national championship
that would validate all
those other achievements.
The Bulldogs play
Creighton next, in their
sixth straight Sweet 16
appearance, on a roll of  32
straight wins dating to last
season, but Few won’t let
his players get caught up
looking too far ahead.

“We’ve been celebrating
every one of  these wins. We
celebrated the other night.
We celebrated this one,” he
said after beating Oklaho-
ma. 

“If  we’re lucky enough to
get another one, we’re
going to celebrate like
crazy for that one. This
tournament,” he concluded
after the win against Okla-
homa, “needs to be cele-
brated.”

Tourney hasn’t
disappointed

Jim
Litke

Sports on tap

Seedings can
seem off in

any year, but
never moreso
than in this

one. The
pandemic

wreaked havoc
on nearly

every team,
but hit some
harder than

others, and at
different times. 

HOUSTON (AP) — Six
more women on Monday
filed lawsuits accusing
Houston Texans quarter-
back Deshaun Watson of
sexual assault and harass-
ment, bringing the total
number of  such lawsuits
against the NFL player to 13. 

The claims in the six new
suits, which were filed in a
Harris County state district
court, are similar those in
the earlier cases. One of  the
latest lawsuits was filed by a
woman who alleges Watson
assaulted her on March 5 in
Atlanta and that his behav-
ior “is part of  a disturbing
pattern of  preying on vul-
nerable women.”

Watson, 25, has broadly
denied he acted inappropri-
ately and said last week in a
statement he looks forward
to clearing his name. 

The 13 women are each
seeking compensatory and
punitive damages, as well as
court costs.

More
suits
filed


