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Practice

ReSprout

Therapy For Neuro-Developm
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Emily Reynolds opened her pediatric practice, ReSprout Therapy, in January. Her program differs from traditional
therapy processes, instead focusing on development in the central nervous system and creating a customized plan for each
patient. Reynolds treats children with developmental, learning, behavioral, sensory, coordination and emotional deficits.

Reynolds has opened a neuro-development
therapy for children in the John Jay Center

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Emily Reynolds wants
to help children grow to
their full potential.

That’s why she
recently opened her
specialized  practice,
ReSprout Therapy, at
John Jay Center for
Learning.

Reynolds’ drug-free
therapy for neuro-devel-
opment differs from tra-
ditional practices.

She identifies under-
developed parts of the
central nervous system,
which gives insight into

a child’s neurological
development. Her doors
opened in January for
children and teens with
developmental, learn-
ing, behavioral, senso-
ry, coordination and
emotional deficits.

“We take the brain
back through (those
early stages),” she
explained. “So it will
kind of fill in these
gaps and the brain, it
just starts to Kkick in,
and these areas start to
improve.”

She looks at early
brain development —

specifically the brain
stem — to understand
from where an issue
may have started. Her
practice name,
ReSprout Therapy, orig-
inated from the nature
of her work.

“I figured it’s unique,
and it kind of lightly
describes the level of
the brain I'm working
at,” she explained.

Once parents com-
plete the initial ques-
tionnaire and phone
consultation, Reynolds
begins searching for the
root of the problem by

reviewing the child’s
prenatal and birth his-
tory. Potential compli-
cations in the past
along with deficits and
difficulties, she said,
can help lead to the
cause.

Human brains follow
a specific formation
sequence before birth.
Reynolds identifies
where developmental
issues may have
occurred and starts
working the brain for-
ward in a normal pro-
gression. Issues can
begin as far back as six

to eight weeks after con-
ception, she explained.
After identifying the
underdeveloped area,
she creates customized
brain exercises for the
patient.

Improvements made
are expected to last a
lifetime, she said.
Reynolds tells parents
they should expect to
see improvements in
balance, coordination
and eye movements.
She noted that itisnot a
“cookie cutter” pro-
gram for each child.

See Sprouts page 2
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Walt
Rodgers

dies at
age 100

Dunkirk man
served as
commissioner,
legion post
commander

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

Walt Rodgers, farmer,
veteran, one-time deputy
sheriff, two-term Jay
County Commissioner and
longtime community
leader, died Friday at
Miller’s Merry Manor in
Dunkirk.

He was 100.

Rodgers was heavily
involved in his community,
being elected Jay County
Commissioner for the
southern district and serv-
ing eight years. He also
served as a deputy sheriff
from 1963 to 1967, an era
when the entire depart-
ment was composed of the
sheriff and two deputies.

He had also served on
the Jay County Sheriff’s
Merit Board for 12 years,
on the Dunkirk Glass Days
Committee for 10 years and
on the Jay County Develop-
ment Corporation board
for eight years. He was
inducted into the Jay
County FFA Hall of Fame
in 1992 and the Cincinna-
tus League Hall of Fame in
2003.

Born May 13, 1920, in
Blackford County, Walter
R. “Walt” Rodgers was the
son of Alonzo G. and Orla
Gay (Needler) Rodgers.

He graduated from
Matthews High School in
Grant County and served
in the US. Army during
World War II. Of his three
and a half years in the
service, he spent 33 months
overseas.

“I was in three years, six
months and eight days,”
said Rodgers in an inter-
view for a story about his
100th birthday last year.
(He was less than a month
away from his 101st birth-
day at the time of his
death.) “I never had a fur-
lough from the time I got in
until I got out.”

He married Margaret
Vivian (Glascock) Rodgers
on Feb. 21, 1948. She pre-
ceded him in death on Aug.
11, 2008.

See Rodgers page 2

Retrospect

Chamber honored Diener

Twenty-five years ago this
week, Dunkirk paid tribute to
one of its longtime civic lead-
ers.

The April 18, 1996, edition
of The Commercial Review
featured coverage of Dunkirk
Area Chamber of Commerce’s
annual dinner, which includ-
ed honoring Al Diener.

A crowd of about 100 came
to honor Diener, who had
recently moved to Westmin-
ster Retirement Village in
Muncie with his wife, Aure-
lia.

Diener had a long record of
service in Dunkirk and Jay
County, including as a mem-
ber of Jay County Council
and board member for Jay

County Development Corpo-
ration. He had worked at
Hart, Armstrong-Cork and
Kerr Glass, eventually becom-
ing its assistant plant manag-
er.

“Warm, considerate, car-
ing, very friendly, fiscally con-
servative, yet a giving per-
son,” said master of cere-
monies Robert Wyne, describ-
ing Diener.

He noted that Diener was
one of the first to jump on
board with the idea that
Dunkirk and Portland should
work together for the overall
betterment of Jay County.

He is “just a very, very con-
siderate and wonderful man,”
said Wyne.

He had humorous stories
about his friend as well.

“Al’s only landscaping fail-
ure came when he tried to
coax ivy to grow on the side of
his home,” Wyne said. “Only
after several trips to a skin
doctor did her realize that he
was cultivating poison ivy.”

Jay School Corporation
administrator Sam Shoemak-
er described Diener as some-
one who “led by example in a
forceful way.”

Jodell Frazier presented
Diener with a letter opener
from those who worked with
him over the years in the
glass factory.

standing ovation.
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Al Diener, center, was honored April 17, 1996,
during a dinner hosted by Dunkirk Area Chamber of
The evening ended with a Commerce. Pictured with Diener are chamber president
Jane Ford and chamber executive director Sam Hubbard.
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Rodgers, 100,

Weather

In review

Jay County had a high tem-

Coming up

““ |

perature of 61 degrees Friday.

Skies will be partly sunny
today with a high of 57.
Tonight’s low will be 35 with
patchy frost expected. Sun-
day’s high will be 59, and the
low will be 40. Monday’s fore-
cast calls for a high of 65.

For an extended outlook,
see page 2.

An American Red Cross
blood drive is scheduled for 2
to 7 p.m. Tuesday at Bryant
Wesleyan Church, 209 S. Hen-
dricks St., Bryant.

To schedule an appoint-
ment visit redcrossblood.org
or call (800) 733-2767.

Tuesday — Results from
Monday’s JCHS girls tennis
match against Winchester.

Thursday — Coverage of
Wednesday’s Portland Board
of Aviation meeting.
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Rodgers ...

Continued from page 1

Together, they purchased 120
acres of farmland northeast of
Dunkirk in March 1956 after
Rodgers saw an advertisement
for the property. They would later
add another 60 acres to what
would become the Rodgers fami-
ly farm.

“I was kind of interested in
getting my own place then,” he
said. “The barn was one of the
best in the county.”

In addition to working on his

farm, he was also employed at
Indiana Glass Co. in Dunkirk for
13 years and at MJS Mortuaries
in Dunkirk, Redkey and
Ridgeville for more than 15 years.

His time in the military led
him to join the American
Legion. He was an active mem-
ber for 76 years, serving as com-
mander of the Dunkirk post in
1961 and ’62 and from 2002
through 2016.

He was sergeant at arms for 47
years and was in charge of the

CR almanac

color guard and firing squad for
parades and military rites.

“I was the one that started this
color guard and drill team in
Dunkirk,” he said in April 2020.
“We bought some new uniforms
and got to parading all over the
county. Wherever there was a
parade, we were usually there.”

He estimated that he served in
the color guard for military rites
for between 300 and 400 funerals
for U.S. military veterans.

“I just took control,” he

Obituaries

laughed. “We’re not going to be
in a parade unless we were in
step.”

He was also a member of VEW
Post 7081 in Dunkirk.

Rodgers is survived by two
sons, Gary (wife: Sharon) and
Dennis (wife: Chris); five grand-
children, Jeff Blakely, Randy
Blakely, Rich Rodgers, Shellie
Rodgers and Derek Rodgers; 10
great-grandchildren; a step-
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by

his wife, Vivian; brothers Everett
and Howard Rodgers; stepson
Ronald Blakely; and granddaugh-
ter Danielle Rodgers.

Visitation for Rodgers will be
from 4 to 8 p.m. Monday at MJS
Mortuaries — Redkey Chapel.
Funeral services will be 1 p.m.
Tuesday at the funeral home with
Pastor Joe Hines officiating. Bur-
ial will follow in Dunkirk IOOF
Cemetery with military honors.

His full obituary appears
below.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
4/18 4/19 4/20 4/21 4/22
’ :~‘jl
61/41 | 66/44 | 62/31 | 44/32 | 55/38
Some sun Mostly Cloudy Sunshine Mostly
during the | cloudy during | skies with a | and clouds | sunny with 15
morning only |the day, with | 60% chance of | throughoutthe | to 25 mph
to be followed | winds reaching | rain at night | day. ~ Winds | winds during
by a slight | between 10 | transitioning to | may  reach | the day. Clear
chance of rain | and 20 mph. snow late. One | between 10 | skies planned
later. inch snow | and 20 mph. | at night.
expected.
Lotteries
Hoosier Pick 4: 2-9-8-4
Midday Pick 5: 1-9-0-2-2
Daily Three: 0-1-5
Daily Four: 5-9-2-3 Powerball
Quick Draw: 1-2-12-15- : ; .
23-24-28-32-42-43-46-48-55- $755t1{?&ted Jackpot:
62-64-69-70-72-74-76 mition
Ohio Mega Millions
Midday Estimated jackpot:
Pick 3:1-7-9 $240 million

Markets

Cooper Farms

Fort Recovery
(070) iy s VRN 5.96
Wheat .....ccocoenveneee. 6.30

POET Biorefining
Portland

(070) i 1 O 6.09
May corn.................. 6.11

The Andersons
Richland Township

(070) iy s VNN 5.89
May corn.................. 5.93
Beans.........cccoeuue.. 14.55
May beans.............. 14.55
Wheat .....ccoeeeneenee. 6.45
May wheat .............. 6.45

Central States

Montpelier

(670) 5 o DUNSSUURUUTR 5.87
May corn.................. 5.88
Beans......coeeenee. 14.58
Sept. beans ............ 12.29
July wheat .............. 6.25
Sunrise

St. Anthony

(670) 5 o DUSUSUUURURR 5.95
May corn.................. 5.95
Beans..........c.......... 14.41
May beans.............. 14.44
Wheat .....cocoeeneenee. 6.07
July wheat................ 6.10

Today in history

On April 17, 1970,
Apollo 13 astronauts
James A. Lovell, Fred W.
Haise and Jack Swigert
splashed down safely in
the Pacific, four days
after a ruptured oxygen
tank crippled their space-
craft while en route to the
moon.

In 1492, a contract was
signed by Christopher
Columbus and a repre-
sentative of Spain’s King
Ferdinand and Queen
Isabella, giving Colum-
bus a commission to seek
a westward ocean pas-
sage to Asia.

In 1895, the Treaty of
Shimonoseki ended the
first Sino-Japanese War.

In 1905, the U.S.
Supreme Court, in
Lochner v. New York,
struck down, 54, a New
York State law limiting
the number of hours that
bakers could be made to
work. (This ruling was
effectively overturned in
1937.)

In 1961, some 1,500
CIA-trained Cuban exiles
launched the disastrous
Bay of Pigs invasion of
Cuba in an attempt to
topple Fidel Castro,
whose forces crushed the
incursion by the third

day.
In 1969, a jury in Los
Angeles convicted

Sirhan Sirhan of assassi-

nating Sen. Robert F
Kennedy.

In 1971, the Portland
Rockets opened their sea-
son with a 5-2 victory
over the Hartford City
Red Sox with Jerry
Abbott scoring the decid-
ing run on a single from
Larry Bubp.

In 1972, the Boston
Marathon allowed
women to compete for
the first time; Nina Kusc-
sik was the first officially
recognized women’s
champion, with a time of
3:10:26.

In 1973, Federal
Express (later FedEx)
began operations as 14
planes carrying 186 pack-
ages took off from Mem-
phis International Air-
port, bound for 25 US.
cities.

In 1986, at London’s
Heathrow Airport, a
bomb was discovered in
the bag of Anne-Marie
Murphy, a pregnant
Irishwoman about to
board an El Al jetliner to
Israel; she’d been tricked
into carrying the bomb
by her Jordanian fiance,
Nezar Hindawi.

In 1991, the Dow
Jones industrial aver-
age closed above 3,000
for the first time, ending
the day at 3,004.46, up

17.58.
—AP and The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Monday

4 p.m. — Jay School
Board executive ses-
sion, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, fire sta-
tion, 1616 N. Franklin
St.

6:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery School Board,
conference room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

7.30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Walt Rodgers
May 13, 1920-April 16, 2021

Walter R. “Walt” Rodgers, 100, of
Dunkirk, Indiana, passed away
peacefully Friday, April 16, 2021, at
Miller’s Merry Manor in Dunkirk,
Indiana.

Walt was born in Blackford Coun-
ty, Indiana, on May 13, 1920, a son of
the late Alonzo G. and Orla Gay
(Needler) Rodgers. He
was the loving hus-
band of Margaret
Vivian (Glascock)
Rodgers who he hap-
pily married on Feb.
21, 1948, and sadly lost
on Aug. 11, 2008.

Walt was a gradu-
ate of Matthew’s High
School of Jefferson
Township in Grant County, Indiana,
and a lifelong farmer, and proudly
served his country in World War II
as a member of the United States
Army.

He continued his service to coun-
try and community as a member of
the township ASCS committee in the
1950s and ’60s, as Jay County deputy
sheriff from 1963 to 1967, a member
of Jay County Sheriff’s Merit Board
for 12 years, a Jay County Commis-
sioner for eight years and a Jay
County Development Corporation
board member for eight years. He
was a 10-year member of Dunkirk
Glass Days Committee and was an
active member of the American
Legion for 76 years, serving as ser-
geant at arms for 47 years, in charge
of the color guard and firing squad
in all parades and military rites,
conducting over 350 military honor
guard services for his fellow veter-
ans, and was commander of the
Dunkirk post in 1961, 1962 and from
2002 to 2016.

Walt was also a life member of
Indiana Farm Bureau, Indiana
Farmers Union, Indiana Sheriff’s
Association, VFW Post 7081 in
Dunkirk and Voiture #9388 Jay -
Blackford 40-8. He was inducted into
Jay County FFA Ag Hall of Fame in
1992 and Jay County Cincinnatus
League Hall of Fame in 2003.

His dedication and strong work

Rodgers

ethic reflected throughout his life as
he was employed by Indiana Glass in
Dunkirk for 13 years, and MJS Mor-
tuaries Dunkirk, Redkey and
Ridgeville chapels for over 15 years.
But among the many years of serv-
ice his heart was always on the farm
and with his family, working side by
side with his two sons, Gary and
Dennis; and two grandsons, Richie
and Derek.

Walt is survived by his two sons,
Gary Rodgers (wife: Sharon) and
Dennis Rodgers (wife: Chris); five
grandchildren, Jeff Blakely, Randy
Blakely, Rich Rodgers, Shellie
Rodgers and Derek Rodgers; 10
great-grandchildren, Jordan Blake-
ly, Justin Blakely, Dustin Rodgers,
Garrett Rodgers, Eric Smitley, Isabel
Rodgers, Alaina Rodgers, Draydon
Rodgers, Sloane Rodgers and Vivian
Rodgers; one step-great-grandchild,
Brittany Muhlenkamp.

He is preceded in death by his par-
ents; wife Vivian; and two brothers,
Everett and Howard Rodgers; step-
son, Ronald Blakely; and grand-
daughter, Danielle Rodgers.

Friends are invited to call Monday,
April 19, 2021, from 4 to 8 p.m. at MJS
Mortuaries — Redkey Chapel. Funer-
al services will be held on Tuesday,
April 20, 2021, at 1 p.m. at MJS Mor-
tuaries — Redkey Chapel with Pastor
Joe Hines officiating. Burial will fol-
low in Dunkirk IOOF Cemetery,
Dunkirk, Indiana, with military
honors presented by the United
States Army, Dunkirk, Ridgeville
and Randolph County veterans,
VFW and American Legion posts.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Calvary United
Methodist Church in Dunkirk, Indi-
ana, or The American Heart Associ-
ation.

Please be assured that for your
health and safety, all Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, gov-
ernment and local health depart-
ment recommendations and guide-
lines are followed (county metrics
maximum with social distancing,
masks are still to be worn while in
attendance, hand sanitizer will be
available, extra cleaning and disin-
fecting measures have been taken).

Arrangements have been entrust-

Sprout ...

Continued from page 1

“It’s a slow program, and not every-
body has that amazing response right
away,” she admitted. Depending on the
child and situation, they may see more

improvements.

Reynolds, an occupational therapist
for Jay School Corporation, has a mas-
ter’s degree in occupational therapy
and a certification from The Dyslexia
Institute of Indiana Inc. In 2020, she
completed a one-year post graduate
program with The Institute for Neuro-
Physiological Psychology (INPP) of the

United Kingdom.

Regular check-ins are about every

eight weeks.

In between appointments, it’s up to
the parents to make sure their child is
doing the daily exercises, she said,

although she stays in contact with par-

ents, as needed.

site at resprouttherapy.com.

lives,” Smith said,

there.”

Reynolds is currently accepting new
patients. Those interested can call (812)
480-0654 or email emily@resproutthera-
pyv.com for more information. There is
also a screening questionnaire link on
her website under the “Get Started” tab.

Reynolds emphasized the support her
family gave as she navigated schooling
and starting her business. Her sister,
Jenna Smith, helped to launch her web-

“Just hearing her talk, there’s a lot of
kids that it can completely change their
adding
Reynolds’ practice can help children on
special medication. “That — as a parent
— that can be a game changer right

ed to MJS Mortuaries — Redkey
Chapel.

Gre§0r3y Pirrone
ept. 3 1963-April 11, 2021

Gregory W. Pirrone, 57, of New
Castle passed away on Sunday, April
11, 2021, at his home.

He was born in Muncie, Indiana,
on Sept. 3, 1963, and was the son of
Emanuel and Linda (Curtis) Hicks
who preceded him in death.

Greg is a graduate of Muncie
Southside High School (1983). He
was a talented painter who worked
for several years at
Walt Disney World.
Most recently, he
worked for more than
15 years at Brook’s
Painting in Muncie.

Greg loved to fish.
One of his favorite
places to be was on a
boat in the middle of
a lake. He enjoyed
watching television and attending
flea markets in Strawtown and
Muncie. He will be fondly remem-
bered for his sense of humor and the
nicknames (and playful harassment)
that his friends and family happily
endured.

Greg is survived by one sister,
Doris McMahan of Portland; two
sons, Tyler Hicks of Georgia and
Zach Pirrone of Florida; one step-
daughter, Joy Pirrone of Florida;
four grandchildren; two nieces and
two nephews. Greg’s loving compan-
ion of 17 years, Thelma Day of New
Castle, also survives and will miss
him dearly.

A celebration of Greg’s life will be
held at a later date.

Arrangements entrusted to Keller
Mortuary Services.

Condolences may be offered
online at KellerMortuary.com.

The Commercial Review publishes
death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

SERVICES

Today
Kahlig, Donald: 10 a.m,, St.
Paul Catholic Church, 517 Meir-
ing Road, Fort Recovery.
Gonzalez, Jill: 2 p.m,, Baird-
Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Monday
Rodgers, Walt: | p.m., MJS
Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian St.,

that | Redkey.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

you-can-eat Fish &

Mission Fund!

»

¥

YOU ARE INVITED...

Join us for our first Annual all-

Dinner and help support our

»® April 23 from 3:30pm — 7:30pM
Drive up, carryout, or dine-in.

Fish or chicken strips, curly
fries, cabbage salad. Drinks
and dipping sauce included.
Homemade ice-cream and
cobbler also available.

Adults $12 ; Children 4-10 $8;
Children 3 and under free.

® Berne Christian Fellowship,
5045 W 800 S, Geneva, IN.
(1 mi south of Linn Grove &

<)

&l ®

Chicken S

Fort Recovery Industries, Inc.

ummer Employment Opportunit

Fort Recovery Industries

(FRI) needs you!

We are hiring High School/College students
to fill our open Production Positions
at all three FRI Locations!
18 years of age or older

How to Apply

applications@fortrecoveryindustries.com,

www.fortrecoveryindustries.com

~

Email Resume to:

Apply Online at:

In Person at:

1% mile east of State Rd 116).

2440 St. Rt. 49, Fort Recovery, Oh 45846
Hours between 8:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

o /
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There are still almost
two months of school
left, but it’s time to
start thinking about
summer camps.

John Jay Center for
Learning is now
accepting registrations
for its VEX Robotics
summer camps and
clinics.

John Jay will host
camps for all levels of
robotics participants
from June 21 through
25 and June 28 through
July 2. Morning and
afternoon sessions will
be available.

The registration fee
is $50. Attendance will
be limited, so registra-
tion in advance is
required.

To sign up, stop in at
John Jay at 101 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

Registration open
for robotics camps

Taking
Note

Concert is Sunday

The Jay County High
School Patriot Band
program will host its
taco dinner and concert
Sunday.

The taco dinner, for
which the band will
accept free-will dona-
tions, will run from
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
The concert will follow
at 2 p.m.

The performance will
feature the Patriot con-
cert and jazz bands as
well as the school’s win-
ter guard.

FRHS honor roll announced

Fort Recovery High School recent-
ly announced its honor roll for the
third quarter.

Marking the all-A honor roll were
seniors Ava Bubp, Kendra Dues, Rus-
sell Gehle, Emmy Guggenbiller,
Brenna Homan, Britney Klenke,
Dylan Langenkamp, Drek Lochte-
feld, Sarah Siefring, Shelby Stam-
men, Caitlin Weigel, Anna Wendel
and Hope Wendel.

Also juniors Paige Bihn, Jalyn
Bruns, Matt Bruns, Ashlyn Dil-
worth, Makena Ellenberger, Caleb
Evers, Abbie Francis, Emma Ful-
lenkamp, Marissa Gaerke, Chloey
Grisez, Grace Guggenbiller, Olivia
Hawk, Alyssa Heinrichs, Henry
Knapke, Isaac Knapke and Madelyn
Knapke.

Also sophomores Elizabeth Alig,
Megan Diller, Maddie Guggenbiller,
Paul Homan, Chase Kaiser, Abby
Knapke, Megan Knapke, Alayna
Laux, Isaac LeFevre, Megan Metzger,
Miranda Metzger, Sophie Pearson
and Faith Wendel.

Also freshmen Myah Breen, Natal-
ie Brunswick, Chloe Bubp, Alex
Dues, Alex Evers, Megan Evers,
Teigen Fortkamp, Carson Grube,

Paige Guggenbiller, Trevor
Heitkamp, Addy Jenkins, Abby
Keller, Allison Knapke, Ella Kremer,
Joscelyn LeFevre, Saige Leuthold,
Mara Pearson, Matthew Romer,
Libby Schlarman, Marissa Schoen,
Brynn Stammen and Riggs Tobe.

Making the A-B honor roll were
seniors Jake Bechtol, Megan
Bergman, Nicole Brunswick,
Autumn Burk, Jacob Diller, Dillan
Evers, Paige Fortkamp, Trisha
Gaerke, Tommy Hart, Maria Hart-
ings, Logan Hartnagel, Derek Jutte,
Colin Knapke, Olivia Laux, Seth
Lochtefeld, Hanna Metzger, Kendra
Metzger, Owen Moorman, Nicole
Ontrop, Isaac Rammel, Shai
Rodriguez, AJ Romer, Clay Schmitz,
Kristen Siefring, Alli Vaughn, Cobe
Wendel, Kierra Wendel, Alan West-
gerdes and Riley Will.

Also juniors Shelby Acheson,
James Adsit, Bailey Bergman, Miley
Briner, Macy Brunswick, Ben Dues,
Bethany Dues, Marcus Gaerke, Ben
Grieshop, Faith Grube, Kim Hart,
Bruce Heitkamp, Jackie Homan,
Makayla Kaffenberger, Emma
Kahlig, Aubrey Knapke, Lyvia Kunk,
Zander Kunkler, Abigail Lauber,

MaKenna Laux, Lilie Leuthold, Sum-
mer Lofton, Cole Muhlenkamp,
Marie Nachtsheim, Alissa O’Connor,
Whitley Rammel, Devin Schoenlein,
Macy Shinabery, Hailey Stammen,
Faith Weagant, Ben Wellman and
Kendrik Wendel.

Also sophomores Danielle Braun,
Lydia Brunswick, Audra Bubp,
Ethan Evers, Jacob Hartke, Jacob
Heitkamp, Makensie Kaffenberger,
Parker Klingshirn, Pete Klingshirn,
Derek Lennartz, Ava Schoen, Isaac
Timmrman, Caitlin Weitzel, Alexis
Wendel, Lindsey Wendel and Alaina
Will.

Also freshmen Lucas Acheson,
Wes Bechtol, Arwyn Beitler, Drew
Bihn, Katie Bruns, Kenadie Ervin,
Reece Evers, Kensey Gaerke, Reece
Guggenbiller, Jenna Hart, Liz Hart-
ings, Troy Homan, Autumn Jutte,
Nate Jutte, Lydia Kahlig, Conner
Kaikala, Owen Knapke, Drew Lan-
genkamp, Rex Leverette, Kiana Gar-
land, Carmyn McEldowney, Liberty
Pohlman, Cole Schoemaker, Olivia
Smith, Austin Steinbrunner, Tiffany
Taft, Britney Tebbe, Cali Wendel,
Sage Wendel, Ella Westgerdes, Ellie
Will and Brooklyn Wyerick.

Distance tests the strength of engagement

DEAR ABBY: I've been in a
long-distance relationship for 2
1/2 years. We are now engaged,
but haven’t set a date for our
wedding.

We are both in the military,
and we have maintained this
relationship well. But there
was a time before we dated that
I was dating someone else. I
ended that relationship, but
haven’t healed from it because I
see him at work often, and I still
have feelings for him.

He lives in my neighborhood,
and I enjoy talking to him. Ilike
the attention he gives me, and
I'm attracted to him. I blame
the geographical distance from
my fiance for this. I want some-
one close, and I would love for it
to be the person I am engaged
to, but although I try to abstain
from this other person, I find

myself drawn to him.
CAUGHT BETWEEN TWO

DEAR CAUGHT: You say
you have been together with
your absent fiance for 2 1/2
years, but are still carrying
on an emotional affair with
the man you broke up with.
When you say you are “try-
ing to abstain” from this per-
son, clearly you can’t.

What is going on isn’t fair
to the man you are engaged
to. If he knew, I'm sure he

would agree. Do not chalk
this up to “when I'm not
with the man I love, I love
the one I'm with.” Be honest
about what you really want,
follow through, and you
won’t be writing me again
years from now asking what
to do.

DEAR ABBY: I am a hairstyl-
ist with a client who was
referred to me by a mutual
friend, “Rita,” from high
school. Rita is also a client, and
we go back 20-plus years. The
client, who’s close friends with
Rita, is picky and a terrible tip-
per.

She box colors her hair at
home, but comes to me for her
haircuts. I offer her 10% off of
her haircut for prebooking, so
she gets a $35 service for $31.50.

She usually tips me $3.50. She
keeps asking me to sell her hair
products at a wholesale cost,
which I do for my family and
for Rita, but no one else.

Cutting her hair is a chore,
because she’s never completely
happy with the service and has
asked to come back for free
retouching. If she were anyone
else, I'd part ways with her, but
because of her close relation-
ship with Rita, she sometimes
comes to dinner with us on
girls’ nights and is involved in
our group chats.

Is there a discreet way to end
this business/client relation-
ship without screwing up my
friendship with my high school
pal? I'm tired of dealing with
her, but I don’t know how to get
out. — CUTTING HER OUT

DEAR CUTTING: Handle

this by telling Rita what you
have written to me and
explaining that the two of
them may be friends, but you
no longer want the woman as
a client. Then sweetly tell
the woman the next time she
calls that your professional
relationship doesn’t seem to
be a good fit because she has
voiced dissatisfaction with
your work. Then offer to
refer her to someone else.
Not every client is a good fit
and vice versa. It’s a fact of
business life.

Dear Abby is written by Abi-
gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or PO. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.
Today

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. upstairs at True
Value Hardware, Meridian
Street, Portland. For more
information, call (260) 729-
2532.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Monday

PORTLAND BREAK-
FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

BRYANT AREA COM-
MUNITY CENTER
Walking from 9 to 10 a.m.

every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — For those 55
and older from 12:30 to 3
p.m. at West Jay Commu-
nity Center in Dunkirk.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260) 726-
8636. Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
t0 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will

Sudoku

Level: Advanced

Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a

nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and

each of the nine three-by-

three boxes (also called

blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only

one time each.

meet for weigh-in at 5:30
p.m., with the meeting at 6
p.m., in the fellowship
hall at  Evangelical
Methodist Church, 930 W.
Main St., Portland. New
members welcome. For
more information, call
(260) 726-5312.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the first and
third Monday of each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.

Tuesday

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

THE LANDING — A 12-
step program for those in
sixth through 12th grade
will meet at 5:55 p.m. each
Tuesday at 2nd Chance at
Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 703-0777 or (260) 726-
5273.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-

based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. each Tuesday at
Church of God of Prophe-
cy, 797 N. Creagor Ave. in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-9334.

ALZHEIMER'S CARE-
GIVER SUPPORT GROUP
— Will meet at 5:30 p.m.
the third Tuesday of each
month at Jay County Pub-
lic Library community
room. For more informa-
tion, call Deb Tipton at
(260) 729-2806 or Elasha
Lennartz at (765) 729-4567.

FRIENDS OF JAY
COUNTY LIBRARY —
Will meet at 6 p.m. the
third Tuesday of each
month at the library.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 am. in
the east room of Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

Seeing is believing.
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Dealer today'

888-885-8931

For Jay County Schools
April 19-23, 2021

Monday: Main Entrees: WG Cinnamon glazed french toast
sticks, Turkey sausage link, syrup Alternate
Entrees: Pancake fun lunch, Turkey & cheese
salad, saltine crackers, light ranch dressing Sides
for all meals: Hash brown patty

Tuesday: Main Entrees: BBQ beef riblet sandwich, pickles
Alternate entrees: Muffin & goldfish fun lunch,
turkey & cheese salad, saltine crackers, light
ranch dressing Sides for all meals: Oven baked
curly fries

Wednesday Main Entrees: Soft beef whole grain tacos,
shredded lettuce, shredded cheddar cheese, salsa
Alternate Entrees: Pancake fun lunch, Turkey &
cheese salad, saltine crackers, light ranch
dressing Sides for all meals: Mexican style
refried beans

| WJC®§>

Thursday: Main entrees: Classic chicken sandwich Alternate
entrees: Muffin & goldfish fun lunch, turkey &
cheese salad, saltine crackers, light ranch
dressing Sides for all meals: Seasoned corn

Friday: Main Entrees: Classic cheese pizza Alternate
Entrees: Pancake fun lunch, Turkey & cheese
salad, saltine crackers, light ranch dressing Sides
for all meals: Savory green beans

765-768-1544

125 Hoover St.
Dunkirk, IN

Ask about our
Memberships & Room
Rental

WEST JAY
COHMUNI'I'Y
CENTER °
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We need to work to find solutions

Here we are again.

And this time, close to home.

Late Thursday night, a gun-
man opened fire at a FedEx facil-
ity on the west side of Indi-
anapolis. He Kkilled eight people
before turning the gun on him-
self.

As of this writing, not many
other details are known.

The Associated Press story in
Friday’s newspaper noted that
there has been a string of mass
shootings recently. It includes
eight killed at Atlanta area mas-
sage businesses and 10 killed at a
grocery store in Boulder, Col-
orado.

Panel ought to
listen to Breyer

Editorial

In Indianapolis alone, five
were Killed in an incident in Jan-
uary and four in another in
March.

Thursday’s shooting hit closer
to home for some of us at The
Commercial Review. A former
colleague’s mom works at the
FedEx facility in Indianapolis.

(Fortunately, a tweet early Fri-
day morning indicated that she
was not injured in the shooting.)

While there seemed to be a lull
in mass shootings for while dur-
ing the ongoing coronavirus pan-
demic, the scourge has now
returned.

As we typically see following
incidents like this, Democrats
have called for more stringent
gun-control laws. Republicans,
as always, have pushed back
against restrictions on firearms.
All offer their thoughts and
prayers, which are nice enough,
but are small consolation when a
relative or friend has fallen vic-

tim to violence we see over and
over again with little action
taken to attempt to end the trend.

So, what can be done?

Background checks for all gun
purchases?

Increased funding for mental
health services?

Better gun safety training?

Improved security measures?

Expanded flag laws?

A greater focus on law enforce-
ment-community relations?

All are worth talking about.
And that’s the point.

Too often this conversation
immediately devolves into a
guns vs. no guns standoff that

eliminates any type of produc-
tive discussion. It’s paralyzing.

We need to be having open con-
versation about all potential
solutions. If not gun control,
what? If not increased funding
for mental health, what? If not
improved security, what?

Let’s stop talking about what
we shouldn’t do and start talking
about what we should do.
Because we have to do some-
thing.

When people are dying in
supermarkets, movie theaters,
schools, churches and business-
es, the only wrong answer is to
do nothing. — R.C.

HECK, NO!
I AINT GETTING
NO VACCINE.

THE INTERNET
SAYS THERE'S A

By MICHAEL MCGOUGH
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

President Joe Biden has
turned to a familiar Wash-
ington institution — the
blue-ribbon commission —
to try to defuse a political
problem. Progressive
activists have been press-
ing the president to sup-
port an enlargement of the
Supreme Court — “court-
packing” in Washington
parlance.

Such a position would be
a reversal for Biden, who
in 2019 said: “I'm not pre-
pared to go on and try to
pack the court, because
we’ll live to rue that day.”

The 36-member commis-
sion announced on Friday
will look at “the merits and
legality of particular
reform proposals,” That
would include not only
court-packing but also a
proposal that justices serve
lengthy fixed terms — an
idea endorsed by the Los
Angeles Times Editorial
Board.

But to some progres-
sives, court-packing is the
only way to ensure that a
majority of Republican-
appointed justices won’t
thwart the agenda of
Biden and a Democratic
Congress.

There’s also an element
of revenge in the call for a
larger court: Democrats
are still fuming, under-
standably, about Sen.
Mitch McConnell’s refusal
in 2016 to let the Senate
consider President Barack
Obama’s nomination of
Merrick Garland (now the
U.S. attorney general) to
replace Justice Antonin
Scalia, who had died unex-
pectedly.

McConnell argued that
when a vacancy occurs in
an election year, the Amer-
ican people “should have a
voice in the selection of
their next Supreme Court
justice.” McConnell blithe-
ly violated that invented
principle in 2020 when the
Republican-controlled Sen-
ate rushed to confirm Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s elec-
tion-year nomination of
Judge Amy Coney Barrett.

Yet court-packing could
set off a chain reaction of
court enlargement every
time the Senate and the
White House changed
hands. As Biden put it in
2019: “We had three jus-
tices. Next time around, we
lose control, they add three
justices. We begin to lose
any credibility the court
has at all.”

That’s not the only argu-
ment against court-pack-
ing.

In a speech last Tuesday
at Harvard Law School,
Justice Stephen Breyer —
the court’s senior Demo-
cratic appointee — sug-
gested that advocates of
court-packing and other

Michael
McGough

... court-
packing
could

set off

a chain
reaction
of court
enlargement
every time
the Senate
and the
White House
changed
hands.

structural changes in the
court should “think long
and hard before they
embody those changes in
law.”

Breyer said that the
court’s authority relies on
“a trust that the court is
guided by legal principle,
not politics.” He then
warned: “Structural alter-
ation motivated by the per-
ception of political influ-
ence can only feed that lat-
ter perception, further
eroding that trust.”

Breyer’s comments were
a variation of a now
famous statement by Chief
justice John G. Roberts Jr.:
“We do not have Obama
judges or Trump judges,
Bush judges or Clinton
judges.”

Roberts’ description of a
federal judiciary free of
politics was too simple (as I
wrote here). But the notion
that the Supreme Court is
a partisan body is also a
distortion.

The Supreme Court —
including three Trump
appointees — didn’t come
to Trump’s rescue when he
and his allies contested the
result of the election, a fact
alluded to by Breyer. Less
well-known is the fact that
Democratic-appointed jus-
tices have ruled against
Democratic presidents in
significant cases.

Members of Biden’s
commission will hear from
people who want to expand
the court. They also should
listen to Breyer.

McGough is the Los
Angeles Times’ senior edito-
rial writer, based in Wash-
ington, D.C.
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Measure not cost,

By MICHAEL J. HICKS

The chances are that folks learn
most of what they know about eco-
nomics in their late teens or 20s, in a
high school or college class.

It is also often the case that the per-
son teaching that class learned most
of their economics 30 or 40 years
before that. So, it may easily come to
pass that an adult nearing age 60 is
attached to economic ideas that are
really 75 years old.

I am not the first to observe this.
John Maynard Keynes noted that
“practical men, who believe them-
selves to be quite exempt from any
intellectual influences, are usually
slaves of some defunct economist.”

Of course, there are abundant les-
sons to be had in the economic ideas
of old. Someone today could get on
quite well in most professions know-
ing nothing more than economists
knew about the world in 1946. Indeed,
Keynes died in April of that year, and
his influence lingers still today. But,
as a profession, economists have
come to learn more about the world
in the past 75 years than in the 75 cen-
turies before it. Some of those things
have usefulness today.

Forty years ago, when I was a bud-
ding undergraduate economist, the
policy world was eagerly tackling
high tax rates. An advisor to Ronald
Reagan, Art Laffer, received a great
deal of attention explaining the bene-
fits of reducing the 70% tax rate on
high-income earners.

What became known as the Laffer
curve, asserted that government rev-
enues could increase following a tax
cut. In some cases, that is surely true.
So, Mr. Reagan signed legislation that
cut taxes on the very rich from 70% to
50% to 37%. However, that tax cut did-
n’t pay for itself, even in the 1980s.

At the same time, an important eco-
nomic growth model developed in the
1950s enjoyed widespread acclaim. It
predicted that poor nations would
grow faster than rich nations. The
reason for this is that places where
capital investment is scarce would
offer higher rates of return to busi-
nesses who invested there. So, poor
places would naturally attract more
capital and grow faster, while rich
places would slow. The two would
converge over time.

All this means that if you were an
undergraduate student in the late
1970s or ’80s, you were taught that low

Michael
J. Hicks

tax rates and capital investment were
the key to growth and prosperity.
While the Laffer curve was never
mainstream economics, it was com-
mon in policy circles. The capital-led
growth model received a Nobel Prize
in 1987.

Fast forward 40 to 45 years, and
those once fresh-faced college Kkids
are now governors, serve in legisla-
tures and run local economic devel-
opment policies all over the country.
But, the lessons absorbed in the late
1970s and "80s seems not to have been
updated. That’s too bad, because
economists made important new dis-
coveries on both taxes and capital
investment.

The Laffer curve died a pretty
quick death. The failure of the Rea-
gan tax cuts to pay for themselves
killed it. But, a variant held on to pub-
lic imagination — the notion that
while tax cuts might not pay for them-
selves among existing businesses,
they might cause families and busi-
nesses to relocate to a city. That would
cause tax revenues to rise.

That idea, too, was quickly
debunked in dozens of studies from
economists of all stripes. But, one
really interesting fact surrounding
the question emerged. It turns out,
people and businesses didn’t move to
the low-tax cities and states. They
were actually flocking to high-tax
cities and states. Over the past three
decades, that trend has accelerated.
Today, almost all population and
employment growth occurs in places
with higher taxes.

By the 1980s, the predictions of
poor countries growing faster than
rich counties failed to materialize.
This attracted a great deal of
research, which settled on an answer
that today is obvious. It’s not capital
that causes economic growth, but
human capital. Workers and their
education, skills, drive and capacity
to adapt are the causal factors in eco-
nomic growth.

This finding changed development

but value

policy in the third world, and helped
fuel more poverty reduction in the
past 30 years than the 30 centuries
that preceded it. It also explains why
people, and especially businesses,
might move to high-tax places.

Generally, places with higher taxes
spend more on education, which has
a positive, albeit loose, effect on
school performance. Better schools
mean more Kids finishing high school
and heading to college or strong post-
secondary training. Higher taxes
often mean better healthcare servic-
es, so more productive workers. Often
it means communities with more liv-
able neighborhoods, less crime, better
sidewalks and well-maintained
parks. So, for businesses and house-
holds, the anguish of higher taxes is
moderated by the better public serv-
ices that accompany it.

The lesson in all this is that policy-
makers who 40 years ago were told
that capital and low taxes drove pros-
perity, might wish to revisit what
they know about the matter. Modern
economic research reveals a far more
complete picture. To summarize it,
families search for value, not cost, in
the places they choose to live. They do
this when they buy a car, a TV or
their dinner; it stands to reason they
do so in the place they live.

Businesses are even more attentive
to value, moving businesses to where
they are most productive, rather than
where they are cheapest. But, we
don’t need economic research to
reveal this. If families and businesses
ignored value for “cheap,” then Indi-
ana and Mississippi would be eco-
nomic powerhouses, and Massachu-
setts and Washington would be vast
economic wastelands.

The obsessive focus on lower tax
rates infantilizes the decisions of
families and businesses. Unless your
vision is to make your city or state the
“discount store” of communities, it is
time to focus on value, not cost. If not,
you risk being the intellectual devo-
tee of some long-discredited econo-
mist, or worse, steering your commu-
nity away from prosperity.

Hicks is the director of the Center for
Business and Economic Research and
the George and Frances Ball Distin-
guished Professor of Economics in the
Miller College of Business at Ball
State University. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.
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Ribbon
cutting

Jay County Chamber of
Commerce hosted a ribbon-
cutting ceremony Tuesday
for the new Reclaiming
Design showroom at 415 W.
Water St., Portland. The
business, owned by LeeAnn
Miller, focuses on design
consulting and  offers
products including cabinets,
countertops, tile, lighting,
furniture and décor.

Meeker ranks 21st on Midas List

A Portland native is consid-
ered the top female tech investor.

Mary Meeker was 21st overall
and the top-ranked woman on
the 2021 Midas List that was
released this week.

The Midas List, which has
been published for 20 years,
ranks the world’s top 100 tech
investors. It is produced by
Forbes magazine in partnership
with TruBridge Capital Part-
ners.

MeekKker, a Portland native and
Jay County High School gradu-
ate, is a general partner at
BOND Capital. The Midas List
included Instacart as her
“notable deal” of the year. She
was ranked eighth on the 2020
list.

BOND recently raised its sec-
ond fund, bringing in $2 billion
in capital commitments. A
Forbes piece noted the firm’s
high-profile investments in Indi-
ana education technology com-
pany Byjus and Australian
design platform Canva.

While working at Kleiner
Perkins, Meeker was involved in
investments in Airbnb,
DocuSign, LegalZoom, Peloton,
Pinterest and Spotify.

Cutting scheduled

Jay County Chamber of Com-
merce will host a ribbon-cutting

R

Business
roundup

ceremony at noon Friday for
Deer Park Boutique.

The boutique opened its new
location at 204 N. Meridian St. in
November and a ceremony was
not held because of the coron-
avirus pandemic. The chamber
will hold the ribbon-cutting next
week in celebration of both the
new location and the third
anniversary of the opening of
the business.

Swiss Village hires

Swiss Village has promoted
Danielle Bryan to become its
new assistant food service direc-
tor.

Bryan is currently the Swiss
Village healthcare activities
assistant and will shift to her
new position May 3. She has a
bachelor’s degree in business
management from Internation-
al Business College and previ-
ously worked as a kitchen super-
visor and event coordinator for
Nine Mile Restaurant in Fort
Wayne.

“I am excited to have Danielle
be part of our food service
staff,” said Patty Habegger,
Swiss Village director of food
service. “She has a great deal of
experience which will be invalu-
able in meeting the department
goals and objectives. I am confi-
dent that Danielle will be a
strong asset to our team.”

Purdue selected

Purdue University announced
this week that it has been cho-
sen by Big Idea Ventures to be
involved with a new fund
designed to commercialize uni-
versity intellectual property.

Big Idea’s new Generation
Food Rural Partners is a $125
million target fund. According
to a press release, the money
will be used to help commercial-
ize food technology, protein
innovation and agricultural
technology developed at univer-
sities.

“We are proud to join a select
group of universities for this
new opportunity focused on
commercialization, higher edu-
cation and rural economies,”
said Purdue Research Founda-
tion vice 