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Jay County got about 2.25 inch-
es of  rain Thursday and had a
high temperature of  64 degrees.
The low was 46.

Tonight’s low will be in the mid

30s with winds gusting to 20 miles
per hour. Expect a windy, warm
Saturday with a high of  73 and
gusts up to 30 miles per hour. See
page 2 for an extended forecast.

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
have recycling trailers avail-
able from 9 a.m. to noon Satur-
day in the shopping center at
220 Lincoln St., Portland, the
parking lot east of  Redkey
Post Office and the parking lot
south of  Salamonia Fire Sta-
tion.

Saturday — A look back at
the 1996 Jay County Invita-
tional. Retrospect.

Wednesday — Coverage of
Tuesday’s Portland Park
Board meeting.

Weather In review Coming up
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REDKEY — The town will
see some paving this year.

Indiana Department of
Transportation announced
Thursday that Redkey was
approved for a $151,317 Com-
munity Crossings grant for
paving six streets. 

“Oh, wonderful,” said Red-
key Town Council president
Dottie Quakenbush upon
receiving news of  the grant
this morning. “That is awe-
some. That’s great news.

“I think it’s just wonder-
ful. It’s much-needed for our
town. … These small towns
get so bogged down with bro-
ken down buildings and
stuff, and anything we can
do for the looks of  the town
is worth every bit.”

The grant requires a 25%
match — $50,439 — from Red-
key.

The paving will include
the following:

•High Street between
Meridian and Railroad
streets

•Railroad Street between
High and Main streets

•Sheridan Street between
Meridian and Butler streets

•Grandview Street
between Meridian and But-
ler streets

•Butler Street between
Sheridan and Grandview
streets

•Oak Street between Main
and Vine streets

“It will be a nice asset to
the town,” said Quakenbush.
“Everybody needs good
streets.”

Redkey was one of  218
municipalities and counties
to receive grants totaling
just over $100 million. Jay
County Development Corpo-
ration gathered information
necessary for the grant and
Ryan Lefeld of  Choice One
Engineering put together
the application.

See Grant page 2

By MEG KINNARD
Associated Press

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Former
Vice President Mike Pence,
positioning himself  for a possi-
ble return to elected office, told
an audience in early-voting
South Carolina that he will
spend the coming months
“pushing back on the liberal
agenda” he says is wrong for
the country.

“We’ve got to guard our val-
ues … by offering a positive
agenda to the American people,
grounded in our highest
ideals,” Pence told an audience
of  several hundred on Thurs-
day at a Columbia dinner spon-
sored by a conservative Chris-
tian nonprofit. “Now, over the
coming months, I’ll have more
to say about all of  that.”

Pence, whose relationship
with President Donald Trump
frayed as Trump pressured
Pence to block certification of
the presidential election
results, praised Trump’s tenure
as “four years of  promises
made, promises, kept.” 

The choice of  South Carolina
for Pence’s first public address
since the end of  the Trump
administration has definite
political overtones, helping
him develop exposure for a
potential 2024 presidential bid.
The state holds the first presi-

dential primaries in the South,
and candidates of  both major
parties typically spend more
than a year in South Carolina
ahead of  those votes, introduc-
ing themselves and trying to
secure support.

Republican candidates use
South Carolina as a proving
ground to test their “pro-life”
mettle. Thursday’s event, host-
ed by Palmetto Family Council,
also gave Pence a backdrop for
some of  the issues for which he
long advocated as an Indiana
congressman-turned-governor,
such as restrictions on abortion
and support for the overturn of
Roe v. Wade. 

Palmetto Family — which
lobbies for what it considers to
be “biblical values,” such as
heterosexual marriage — most
recently helped push through a
ban on most South Carolina

abortions, a law now being
challenged in federal court.

“We will stand with the right of
every American, of  every faith, to
live, to work, to speak and to wor-
ship according to the dictates of
their conscience,” Pence said.

Pence, who since leaving office
has been doing work with the
Heritage Foundation and Young
America’s Foundation, has not
indicated if  he plans a future run.
As vice president, he made
numerous trips to South Caroli-
na, meeting several times with
Gov. Henry McMaster for coron-
avirus-related forums and cam-
paigning in the state for U.S. Sen.
Lindsey Graham and U.S. Rep.
Nancy Mace.

But the question of  whether
Pence’s former boss will run
again still looms large for the pos-
sible Republican field. 

See Pence page 5

Pence mulling ’24 run
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Weed removal
Fort Recovery High School student council

members Abby Knapke, left, and Elizabeth Alig help
remove weeds from the flower beds beside the historical
museum Tuesday. The group visited places around the
village to help with community service work.

Skyler support

Photo provided

The Esparza family learned of Skyler’s leukemia diagnosis early in January. He started treatment two days later.
Now, almost four months following his diagnosis, Skyler is gearing up for his last chemotherapy treatment. Pictured, bottom
row, from left, are Skyler and Jasmine Esparza. Top row, from left, are Jennifer, Tony and Darius Esparza.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Four days after New
Year’s Eve, 11-year-old
Skyler Esparza was diag-
nosed with leukemia.

Two days later, he start-
ed chemotherapy.

Less than two weeks

after, donations for his
treatment began pouring
in from the Jay County
community. 

Even now, nearly four
months following
Skyler’s diagnosis, there
are still fundraising
efforts in the works.

“Everything’s hap-
pened so quickly,” said
Tony Esparza, Skyler’s
dad. “There’s so many
things that people have
done or (are) doing.”

Diagnosis
Tony and Jennifer

Esparza, Skyler’s moth-
er, took their son to the
doctor initially at the
end of  December. He
was diagnosed with
strep throat. After five
days on antibiotics,
nothing had changed.
Skyler still had a

swollen throat and
lymph nodes, and no
appetite.

A quick blood draw at
Skyler’s next appoint-
ment Jan. 4 helped deter-
mine the real cause:
leukemia.

See Support page 2

Jay County community has come through to help
11-year-old who was diagnosed with leukemia

Town will
upgrade

six streets

Redkey
receives
grant for
paving

Former VP says he
will be ‘pushing back
on the liberal agenda’



Continued from page 1
No other Jay County

communities applied dur-
ing this round of  grant
funding. Portland,
Dunkirk and Bryant were
awarded Community
Crossings grants in
December.

Grants to other area
communities announced
Thursday included: $1 mil-
lion for Winchester;
$999,719.39 for Adams
County; $758,554 for
Muncie; $604,066.75 for
Delaware County;
$587,907.65 for Wells Coun-
ty; $231,201.44 for Union
City; $197,657.85 for Ran-
dolph County; $137,615.25
for Montpelier; and
$88,870.24 for Selma.

“Community Crossings
is a major asset to Indiana
cities, towns and counties
as they build and modern-
ize local roads and
bridges,” INDOT Com-
missioner Joe McGuin-
ness said in a press

release. “The state’s fund-
ing partnership allows
local partners to tackle
larger scale project more
quickly than would other-
wise be possible, maxi-
mize their resources to
complete more projects
and achieve the best pos-
sible value for Hoosiers.”

Redkey was also award-
ed a $120,000 Community

Crossings grant in April
2020. That funding covered
paving for two sections of
Main Street — between
Railroad and Sycamore
streets, and between
Union and Meridian
streets — as well as parts
of  High Street between
George and Butler streets,
and Butler Street between
High and Bell streets.
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Thank YouThank You
To our neighbors, friends & family for your 
kind thoughts & prayers.  To the Portland 
American Legion Honor Guard & Pastor 

Darrell Borders for the lovely service.  Also to 
our friends at the Westchester U.M.C. for food 

brought to us.

The Family of Jim Jackson

10 years have passed since you left us, 
and yet not a day goes by where your 
name is not spoken or a story of you 

told by someone who loved you! 
You are forever in our hearts!

The Family of Matt Aker

SERVICES
Today

Brackman, Virgil: 2 p.m.,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,

221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Saturday
Lanning, Lulu Joyce: 3 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod

Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-

merce St., Portland.

Monday
Zimmerman, Angeline: 11

a.m., Williamson-Spencer and

Penrod Funeral Home, 208 N.

Commerce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

Grant ...

Continued from page 1
Skyler was taken immediately

to Riley Hospital for Children in
Indianapolis for further treat-
ment.

He was diagnosed with acute
myelogenous (or myeloid)
leukemia, a type of  cancer that
starts in the bone marrow and
can move quickly into the blood
and to other parts of  the body.
According to the American Can-
cer Society website, it can
progress rapidly if  not treated.

Its treatment also uses higher
doses of  chemo over a shorter
period of  time, which can cause
serious potential risks.

Seeking donations
After Skyler’s diagnosis, his

brother, Darius, hosted a
fundraiser on his video game
Fortnite livestream. Tony’s life-
long friend, Brock Myers —
“Uncle Brock” to Skyler and his
siblings — asked Darius to do a
fundraiser livestream again so
he could push it on Facebook.

That soon led to incentivizing
fundraising goals and shaving
heads and beards for the cause.

“It kind of  took off  from
there,” Tony explained.

Several fundraisers and other
donation methods –– such as
change jars –– cropped up in the
county in January and February.
A few local efforts included the
following:

•Some of  Skyler’s friends’
moms, Mandi Glassford (son
Cooper) and Amy Mikulski (son
Julian), worked with T-Flyerz
owner Chase Ainsworth to
design a t-shirt and sell it, with
all profits going to the family.

•Erin Bright handled a silent
auction online with more than
200 items donated.

•East Jay Elementary and East
Elementary schools hosted a
dress-up week to collect dona-
tions and sold more than 620 t-
shirts.

•Jay Community Center held a
laundry detergent fundraiser.

Also, Chris Snow walked door-

to-door to local businesses ask-
ing for support and spreading
the word about the Esparzas.
Snow read about Skyler’s condi-
tion on Facebook while sitting in
the dentist’s office.

“I’m reading this, and I’m get-
ting tears in my eyes,” Snow
recalled. He thought of  his son,
Nick, who is the same age as
Skyler, and decided he would
help by asking for donations
from local businesses.

“The outpouring of  support
for that family –– it makes me
proud to be a part of  this com-
munity,” Snow said.

Looking ahead
Both Tony and Jennifer take

turns staying with Skyler while
he’s receiving treatment in Indi-
anapolis. (Current coronavirus
restrictions only allow one par-
ent to stay at a time.)

Skyler was in remission in
February. According to the can-
cer society website, between 85%
and 90% of  children with acute

myeloid leukemia go into remis-
sion after induction, the first
main phase of  chemotherapy.
Although no signs of  the
leukemia are present at this
point, it doesn’t necessarily
mean it has been cured.

“He’s been pretty much the
same … he’s an 11-year-old kid
that’s stuck on a hospital floor,”
Tony said in a February inter-
view.

In April, Skyler spent two
weeks in the intensive care unit
for an infection during his third
round of  chemo. Skyler had
some brain bleeding and paraly-
sis on his right side, so he also
did rehabilitation treatment for
a week and a half  before recover-
ing.

(Despite COVID-19 restric-
tions, both Tony and Jennifer
were allowed to be present simul-
taneously when their son was
deemed in critical condition and
moved to intensive care.)

Skyler was able to return
home this week. On Wednesday,

he will turn 12. He’s also starting
his last chemotherapy treatment
next week.

“(We) had a scary third
round,” Tony admitted. “We’ve
just got to cross our fingers for
round four.”

Grateful family
The Esparzas noted they’re

grateful for all the donations.
Tony added if  the fundraising
surpasses their financial needs,
they will find a way to give back
to the community.

“A very big thank-you out to
everyone,” Jennifer said.
“There’s just no way to personal-
ly thank every single person.”

“Let’s Ride 4 Sky,” a benefit
ride for the Esparza family, is
scheduled for May 22 at the Port-
land American Legion. Registra-
tion begins at 11 a.m. Tickets
cost $20 per bike or $25 with a
rider and $10 per car load. For
more information, check the
Facebook event page at
bit.ly/3nBbwm4.

Support ...

Photo provided

Proclaimed
Portland Mayor John Boggs recently signed a proclamation declaring May 2 through 8

as Respect, Appreciation and Support for Law Enforcement Week in the city. Pictured behind
Boggs are Portland Breakfast Club president Jeff Bowen, Portland Evening Optimist Club
president Deb Imel, West Jay Optimist Club president Sandy Rogers, Portland Police Chief Josh
Stephenson and Portland officers Mitchell Rigby, Luke Darby and Erica Post.

Drug possession
Several people pleaded guilty to

drug-related charges recently.
Heather R. Best, 35, 410 E. Pleas-

ant Lot 1, Pennville, pleaded guilty
to possession of  methamphetamine,
a Level 4 felony, in Jay Circuit
Court. She was sentenced to eight
years in the Indiana Department of
Correction with four years suspend-
ed and given credit for 183 days
served. She was assessed court costs
of  $185, fined $1 and ordered to pay
$200 for a drug abuse, prosecution,
interdiction and correction fee. As
part of  her plea agreement, a Class
A misdemeanor charge for driving
with a suspended license and a
Class B misdemeanor charge for

possession of  marijuana were dis-
missed.

Mindy M. Cline, 40, 720 W. Centen-
nial Ave., Muncie, pleaded guilty to
possession of  methamphetamine, a
Level 5 felony, in Jay Circuit Court.

She was sentenced to five years in
the Indiana Department of  Correc-
tion with two years suspended and
given two days credit for time served.
Three years of  her sentence will be
served on house arrest, provided she
remains employed and continues sup-
porting her dependents.

She will be placed on probation for
two years following completion of  the
Delaware County Community Cor-
rections Program. She was assessed
$185 of  court costs and ordered to pay

a $200 drug abuse, prosecution, inter-
diction and correction fee. 

As part of  her plea agreement, a
Class A misdemeanor for possession
of  marijuana and a Class C misde-
meanor for possession of  parapher-
nalia were dismissed.

Cassandra R. Myers, 43, 202 N.
Meridian St., Portland, pleaded guilty
to possession of  methamphetamine, a
Level 6 felony, in Jay Superior Court.

She was sentenced to 150 days in
Jay County Jail and given 108 days
credit for 54 days served. She was
assessed court costs of  $185 and
ordered to pay a $200 drug abuse,
prosecution, interdiction and correc-
tion fee.

See page 5

Felony court news

Monday
1:30 p.m. — Jay Coun-

ty Commissioners
executive session, Hin-
kle, Racster and
Schemenaur offices,
121 W. High St., Port-
land.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council,

village hall, 201 S. Main
St.

Tuesday
7 p.m. — Portland Park

Board, council cham-
bers, fire station, 1616 N.
Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Pennville
Town Council, town hall,
105 N. Washington St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Center.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................7.05
Wheat ......................7.00

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................7.07
May corn..................7.07

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................6.85
May corn..................6.85
Beans ......................15.61
May beans ..............15.61
Wheat ...................... 7.14
May wheat .............. 7.14

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................6.85
May corn..................6.86
Beans ......................15.61
Sept. beans ............12.73
July wheat .............. 7.15

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.85
May corn..................6.85
Beans ......................15.24
May beans ..............15.24
Wheat ......................6.89
July wheat................6.80

Lotteries

CR almanac
Saturday

5/1
Sunday

5/2
Monday

5/3
Tuesday

5/4
Wednesday

5/5

73/56 78/60 74/54 66/47 63/42
Sunny all

day with a few
clouds at night,
leading to a
warm Sunday.
Winds may
reach as high
as 30 mph.

More rain
with a 30%
chance of
showers.
Mostly cloudy
skies all day.

Another
rainy day with a
50% chance of
showers and
mostly cloudy
skies.

Mostly
sunny all day
with a 20%
chance of rain
in the after-
noon. Other-
wise warm tem-
peratures.

90%
chance of rain
and thunder-
storms starting
in the after-
noon.

On April 30, 1975,
the Vietnam War ended
as the South Vietnamese
capital of  Saigon fell to
Communist forces.

In 1789, George Wash-
ington took the oath of
office in New York as the
first president of  the
United States.

In 1803, the United
States purchased the
Louisiana Territory
from France for 60 mil-
lion francs, the equiva-
lent of  about $15 million.

In 1945, as Soviet
troops approached his

Berlin bunker, Adolf
Hitler took his own life
along with that of  his
wife of  one day, Eva
Braun.

In 1968, New York
City police forcibly
removed student demon-
strators occupying five
buildings at Columbia
University.

In 1971, Hook Drugs
of  Indianapolis con-
firmed plans to build a
new store in the north
900 block of  Meridian
Street.

—AP and The CR

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$129 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$319 million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 9-4-3
Daily Four: 5-4-2-3
Evening
Daily Three: 0-7-5
Daily Four: 7-3-2-5
Quick Draw: 6-9-15-16-

17-18-21-24-30-34-41-43-44-

46-49-50-54-57-65-67
Cash 5: 15-18-27-32-44
Estimated jackpot:

$614,500

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 7-4-7
Pick 4: 8-5-5-7
Pick 5: 9-4-0-5-3
Evening
Pick 3: 5-1-9
Pick 4: 7-3-4-7
Pick 5: 0-4-3-6-8
Rolling Cash: 16-23-35-

36-37
Estimated jackpot:

$110,000



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. upstairs at True
Value Hardware, Meridi-
an Street, Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 729-2532.

MUSEUM OF THE
SOLDIER — Is open from
noon to 5 p.m. the first
and third Saturday and
Sunday of  the month. It is
located at 510 E. Arch St.,
Portland. The website is
museumofthesoldier.com.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will

meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

BRYANT AREA COM-
MUNITY CENTER —
Walking from 9 to 10 a.m.
every Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to
noon each Monday at Jay
Community Center.

EUCHRE — For those
55 and older from 12:30 to
3 p.m. at West Jay Com-
munity Center in
Dunkirk.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free preg-
nancy testing with ongo-
ing support during and
after pregnancy. The cen-
ter is located at 216 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
Hours are 1 to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. For

more information or to
schedule an appointment,
call (260) 726-8636. Walk-
ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist
Church, 204 E. Arch St. in
Portland. Everyone is
welcome. 

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 5:30
p.m., with the meeting at
6 p.m., in the fellowship
hall at Evangelical
Methodist Church, 930 W.
Main St., Portland. New
members welcome. For
more information, call
(260) 726-5312. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

CAREGIVER SUP-
PORT GROUP — Will
meet at 1 p.m. the first
Monday of  each month at
Portland Place, 430 W.
Lafayette St. For more
information, call (800)
589-1121.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the first
and third Monday of  each
month at Richards
Restaurant.

Tuesday
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE —
Will be played at 1 p.m.
each Tuesday. The public
is welcome.

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: I am a 48-year-
old woman, divorced for 10
years. During that time, I have
been in two serious relation-
ships. I’m no prude, but it
seems like everyone I date, and
who my friends and I talk to,
and articles I see are all about
sex, having sex, rushing to sex.
It’s like there’s no emphasis on
actually getting to know a per-
son anymore.

I’d like to believe that sex is
something people who are
already emotionally intimate
can share. But by the third date,
sex is not only expected but
considered “normal.” When I
say that it’s too soon for me, I’m
not called back for another
date. If  I do go forward with
sex, I feel compromised and
cheapened when the “relation-
ship” ends. These men didn’t

take the time to actually know
ME.

Please understand. I’m
mature enough to handle this,
but I’m deterred from dating
because of  it. Are there any men
out there who want a connec-
tion that isn’t just physical? —
NOT CONNECTING IN MIS-
SOURI

DEAR NOT CONNECTING:
Yes, there are. But in our
hookup culture, it may take
time to find them. I agree

that we live in a sex-obsessed
society, as we are constantly
reminded in print, television,
film and online media. Many
men in your age group avoid
emotional intimacy because
they have been divorced and
don’t want to quickly jump
back into a committed rela-
tionship. 

It’s possible you might have
better luck if  you join activi-
ty groups in which the mem-
bers have common interests
besides running right off  to
the bedroom. You should
never allow yourself  to be
coerced into doing anything
you don’t feel ready for.
Unlike what some people may
believe, sex does not automat-
ically go with the dinner.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My husband

and I have been together for 10
years and were legally married
a year ago. Our wedding was
last-minute because my mother
asked us to move the date up and
make it happen fast. We obliged
because she was very sick at the
time, and we put the wedding
together in nine days. The cere-
mony was beautiful. My mother
passed away days later. It is
obvious to me now that she
knew she was terminal; howev-
er, I did not.

Since the date of  her death is
so close to our anniversary, it’s a
very emotional and hard time
for me. I would prefer to cele-
brate on a different day, perhaps
the anniversary of  our first
date. My husband tells me that
while he understands it’s hard
for me, the date of  our legal cer-
emony is important to him and

worthy of  celebration. I just
don’t feel much like celebrating.
Although I know it’s not fair to
him, all I want to do is mourn
the loss of  my mother. How
should I handle this? — BIT-
TERSWEET MEMORIES IN
FLORIDA

DEAR BITTERSWEET: A
compromise is in order.
Explain again to your hus-
band that because you lost
your mother only a year ago,
and this will be the first
anniversary after her death,
you would prefer to either
forgo a celebration this year
or celebrate on a different
date. Assure him that your
sadness will lessen eventual-
ly, and when it does, you will
be fine celebrating your wed-
ding anniversary with him in
the future.

It’s time to start thinking
about getting ready for
kindergarten.

Registration is now open
for Jay County Public
Library’s Kindergarten
Prep School (KiPS) pro-
gram.

The program is designed
as a “jumpstart” into
kindergarten. It will be
held from 9 a.m. to noon
each Wednesday from June
23 through Aug. 15.

Registration forms are
available at the library, 315
N. Ship St., Portland. The
deadline is May 15.

The library is also in
need of  volunteers for the
KiPS program. Adults or
teens who are interested
can pick up an application
at the library.

For more information,
contact Shana Neuen-
schwander at shaman@jay-
cpl.lib.in.us or (260) 726-
7890.

Sign-up
open for
KiPS
program

Culture has led dating experience to suffer
Dear
Abby

Photos provided

Five generations
Pictured are five generations of the Hamilton/Bailey/Lowe family and Hamilton/Bailey/Lowe/Horn family.

Above left are Wayland John Hamilton with his father Nathan Hamilton of Coldwater, Ohio, grandmother Erin Bailey,
Portland, great-grandfather David Lowe of Dunkirk and great-great-grandmother Deloris Lowe of Winchester. Above right
are Wayland Hamilton, being held by his great-grandmother Linda Lowe of Dunkirk, father Nathan Hamilton,
grandmother Erin Bailey and great-great-grandfather George Horn of Dunkirk.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Jay County Optimist Clubs

Respect for Law Week

The Jay County Optimist Clubs are honoring all the Police Officers that work in 
Jay County. It is our hopes and wishes that the citizenry of Jay County will also 
show respect for our Law Officers always, but make a special effort during the 
Respect for Law Week May 2 through May 8, 2021.
Through the Jay County Optimist Respect for Law Week Jay County Optimist 
Members will honor and show respect for all city, county and state Law Officers 
in Jay County and well wishes from the Jay County Optimist Clubs.
We believe it is important as citizens to abide by the law, respect Law Enforcement 
and do what we can do to maintain peace. We hope that our project lets officers 
know that we appreciate them and what they do and will help in this effort.
Optimism in Jay County was started in 1975 when the Breakfast Optimist Club 
was established with The Portland Evening Club in 1988 and West Jay Optimist 
Clubs established later. Over $2,000,000 of Optimist Projects have come to 
fruition since the establishment of the first Optimist Club in Jay County.
Optimist International is one of the Largest Service Club Organizations with 
clubs in The United States, Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean and throughout 
the world including Jay County. Respect for Law is one of the organizations 
most popular programs with more than 1,500 clubs participating annually. 
Carrying the motto “Bringing out the Best in Kids,” Optimists conduct positive 
service projects that reach more than seven million young people each year. To 
learn more about the Optimist Clubs in Jay County please contact Jeff Bowen,  
President of the Portland Breakfast Optimist at 260-251-5024,  Debra Imel, 
President of The Portland Evening Optimist Club at 260-726-5736, or Sandy 
Rogers, President of the West Jay Optimist Club 
at 765-209-0226.

Jay County Optimist 
Respect for Law Week

Thank an Officer! 

May 2
thru

May 8

Calvary U.M. 
Church

Drive In - Drive Thru
Chicken n’ Noodle 

Dinner
$8.00

May 1 11am-2pm
In Back of Church
301 N. Main Street

Dunkirk, IN
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To the editor:
The Jay County Optimist

clubs are honoring all police
officers who work in Jay County.
It is our hope and wish that the
residents of  Jay County will
also show respect for our law
officers always, but make a spe-
cial effort during Respect for
Law Week May 2 through 8.

Through the Jay County Opti-
mist Respect for Law Week, Jay
County Optimist members will
honor and show respect for all
city, county and state law offi-

cers in Jay County and offer
well wishes from the Jay County
Optimist clubs.

We believe it is important as
citizens to abide by the law,
respect law enforcement and do

what we can do to maintain
peace. We hope that our project
lets officers know that we appre-
ciate them and what they do and
will help in this effort.

Optimism in Jay County was
started in 1975 when the Break-
fast Optimist Club was estab-
lished, with the Portland
Evening Optimist Club follow-
ing in 1988 and the West Jay
Optimist Club established later.
Over $2 million of  Optimist
projects have come to fruition
since the establishment of  the

first Optimist Club in Jay Coun-
ty.

Optimist International is one
of  the largest service club organ-
izations, with clubs in the United
States, Canada, Mexico, the
Caribbean and throughout the
world, including in Jay County.
Respect for Law is one of  the
organization’s most popular pro-
grams, with more than 1,500
clubs participating annually.

Carrying the motto, “Bringing
Out the Best in Kids,” Optimists
conduct positive service projects

that reach more than 7 million
young people each year.

To learn more about the Opti-
mist clubs in Jay County, please
contact Jeff  Bowen, president of
Portland Breakfast Optimists, at
(260) 251-5024, Debra Imel, presi-
dent of  Portland Evening Opti-
mists, at (260) 726-5736, or Sandy
Rogers, president of  the West
Jay Optimist Club, at (765) 209-
0226.

Leland LeMaster
Optimist chair
Respect for Law Week

Show respect for law enforcement

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Health class always
made me nauseous as a
kid.

There’s just something
about looking at the inside
of  a body illustration that
makes me squeamish. And
don’t get me started about
blood.

I can remember one day
from seventh grade. We
had some extra time to kill
at the end of  class, so our
health teacher flipped on a
surgery video. One of  my
good friends, Punit Patel,
watched in awe the entire
time. (He later attended
Purdue University for a
biology degree with plans
to become a pediatrician.)
Me, well, I made friends
with the white board on
the side wall. No internal
organs there, although the
video sounds were enough
to make me gag.

The moment I see
exposed organs or fresh
blood, I find myself  reach-
ing for the nearest trash
can. It’s not a fear, I’ve real-
ized, but it is something
that makes me extremely
uncomfortable.

In eighth grade, I ripped
open my knee after falling
off  my bike at my grand-
parents’ house. I should’ve
gotten stitches –– I still
have the scar to prove it ––
but instead we wrapped it
with a few of  my grand-
pa’s old socks and called it
a day.

Normally, watching so
much blood drip down my
leg would’ve been enough
to make me pass out. But, I
needed to find help, so I
limped to the woods until I
found my grandma driv-
ing her four-wheeler down
one of  the paths.

I’ll always be grateful
Gramma didn’t go ballistic
when she saw my wound.
She calmly took me back
to the house to clean and
dress it.

Justin, my boyfriend,
also gets squeamish
around blood, but he’s had
to act on several occasions
regardless of  that senti-
ment. 

Michael, his little broth-
er, is the kid who is always
getting hurt –– he’s broken
several bones. One day, the
boys were playing outside,
and someone threw a stick
at Michael. Like an arrow
to its target, the stick
punctured Michael’s eye.

Justin ruined his
favorite shirt that day
while carrying his brother
to his parents. The shirt
was drenched in blood by
the end of  the whole
ordeal.

Michael’s eye healed.
Modern medicine is amaz-
ing. He’ll never forget that
day, though. It would’ve
been a lot worse if  Justin
hadn’t taken action imme-
diately.

My philosophy is this:
when someone is hurt, the

first words out of  your
mouth shouldn’t be, “this
is bad.” Be calm. Act
quickly and efficiently,
and try not to make the
victim any more scared
than they already are. You
can go hurl to your heart’s
content later if  need be.
(Maybe that’s the former
lifeguard in me coming
out.)

Sometimes I think
maybe I just get squeam-
ish about myself, because
the idea of  getting surgery
also horrifies me. If  I need
it, I’m going to ask the doc-
tor to knock me out. Too
bad I won’t be able to do
that for childbirth some-
day.

Vaccines are also a
tricky thing for me. As
long as I’m not watching
the needle go in, though,
I’m generally OK. I won’t
lie –– it does bother me, but
I’ve found ways to distract
myself  until it’s done.

Speaking of  shots, I got
my second dose of  the
COVID-19 vaccine Tues-
day. Just thinking about it
made me squeamish
because I was worried I’d
have side effects.

And, I did. The next day,
my whole body was sore, I
had a raging headache and
upset stomach, and I
couldn’t decide if  I was hot
or cold.

But vaccines are
designed to help your body
build its immunity defens-
es. My brother and I also
got sick after we had a
nasal injection of  the
swine flu vaccine. If  any-
thing, having a reaction is
proof  the vaccine is doing
its job.

Compared to actually
contracting the virus, I’ll
take the side effects, and
I’ll take the uncomfortable
shot that comes with it.
I’m thankful to have con-
tributed my part in mov-
ing on from the coron-
avirus pandemic.

Just don’t ask me to look
at my bloodied bandage,
because I won’t.

Blood always
leads to nausea

By JOE KIRBY
The Fulcrum
Tribune News Service

A fourth-generation South
Dakotan and a lifelong Republican, I
was once again disappointed this
month when another legislative ses-
sion came to an end marked by
senseless disputes between far-right
Republicans and their slightly more
moderate brethren on issues of  lit-
tle importance to most of  us.

They debate issues such as limit-
ing the rights of  the small number
of  transgender people in our state to
participate in sports or use public
bathrooms — or undoing what the
voters approved through initiatives
in the previous election. Meanwhile,
issues such as economic develop-
ment, health care, election reform,
infrastructure improvement and
other projects designed to make our
state better are all neglected.

Politics in Pierre has become a
broken record. It’s not hard to
understand why.

My state’s election system is bro-
ken, as it is in so many one-party
states across the country. It gives
absolute power to the majority
party. That’s not who we’re sup-
posed to be. South Dakotans love
competition — Republicans in par-
ticular. In fact, our state party cele-
brates free enterprise and capital-
ism in its platform.

So why does it fear competition in
our elections?

In South Dakota, the primary is
the only election that matters. The
winner of  the Republican nomina-
tion is the winner of  the general
election almost every time. But only
registered Republicans may partici-
pate in the GOP contest, even
though our state’s “members only”
primaries are paid for by all the tax-
payers.

Democrats claim 27% of  our reg-
istered voters, while 24% are inde-
pendents and 48% are Republicans.
I suspect the GOP number is inflat-
ed somewhat by independents —
and even Democrats who plug their
noses and join a party they do not
support just so they can exercise a
meaningful vote. Still, while Repub-
lican-affiliated voters make up less

than half  the electorate of  the state,
they get to call all the shots.

And that includes redrawing leg-
islative districts every 10 years to fur-
ther protect their democracy-thwart-
ing advantage.

Which leads to an odd result. A
majority of  active registered voters
in South Dakota have little to no voice
in state government. Our election
system is rigged so that a majority of
the voters are largely irrelevant.

It’s a political monopoly, pure and
simple. And any honest conservative
will tell you that monopolization
leads to subpar results.

It’s bad enough that candidates
who emerge from the Republican pri-
mary have either no challenger at all
or only a token competitor in the gen-
eral election. But the Republican pri-
maries themselves are also uncom-
petitive. The GOP nominees for
statewide office have often faced only
nominal opposition in the primary,
because party leaders make sure the
fix is in.

And once those candidates cruise
to victory and enter office, those same
leaders ensure these officials hew
close to the party agenda or else face
the threat of  a well-financed and
more dogmatic opponent in the next
primary.

The Republicans have even
reduced the right of  voters to use the
state’s initiative and referendum
process. In recent years, they have
put up difficult roadblocks for good-
faith efforts by South Dakotans who
want to petition for change.

So it looks like they not only don’t
want competition, they also don’t
trust the people.

A good recent example is how Gov.
Kristi Noem and the Legislature
mounted attacks this spring on the
medical and recreational legaliza-
tions of  marijuana — both approved

overwhelmingly by the voters in
November.

Monopolies, whether they are eco-
nomic or political, never favor citi-
zens. Just like the marketplace, with-
out competition in our politics there
are no incentives to be responsive to
public opinion. The result is stagna-
tion and dysfunction, not innovation.

It’s not good for our state and it’s
not good for my party, the Republican
Party. Competition makes you better.
It makes you more creative, more pro-
ductive and stronger. Competition
produces desirable results.

We need to develop the incentives
for new voices to be heard, not
because we would necessarily agree
with them, but because they would
challenge our Republican Party to
think deeper and do better. And there
are proposed reforms that would go a
long way toward achieving that goal.
Alaska, Washington and Nebraska all
have different forms of  nonpartisan
open primaries that require all candi-
dates to compete on an even footing
and let all voters vote.

Ranked-choice elections and other
alternative voting systems allow vot-
ers to express their preferences more
accurately — allowing voters to avoid
the either/or choice among some-
times repugnant options. There are
models of  nonpartisan redistricting
that put citizens in charge of  drawing
legislative districts. We should
explore and debate all of  them.

South Dakota Republicans support
competition in business. They are
proud of  the state’s business climate,
which they use effectively to attract
new businesses to the state. Their
platform expresses support for the
free enterprise system and the bene-
fits of  capitalism. But if  open compe-
tition is good for our economy and
consumers, why don’t we have it at
the ballot box?

Let’s fix our elections and build a
stronger, and more productive future
for our state.

••••••••••
Kirby is a retired insurance compa-

ny executive in South Dakota and a
volunteer spokesman for Open Pri-
maries, which advocates for allowing
all voters to participate in nominating
elections.

Competition is a good thing
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The moment
I see exposed
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I find myself
reaching for
the nearest
trash can.
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Hundreds of  hanging 
baskets, urns, window 
boxes, deck planters!

Also lots of:

• Annuals
• Perennials
• Succulents

• Assorted Vegetables
and much more...

Eicher’s 
Greenhouse

8238 N. 250 E.
Bryant, IN 47326

Hwy 2
7

Hwy 18

25
0 

E

Eicher’s

Hwy 67

Take Hwy 18 across Hwy 
27 which turns to Hw 67 to 
250 E, go north 1 1/4 miles 

o� of 67

Continued from page 1
Trump has not explicitly

stated his plans but has teased
a possible bid, saying Thursday
on Fox Business that he’s
“100%” thinking about run-
ning in 2024 — and would even
possibly consider Florida Gov.
Ron DeSantis as his running
mate.

Earlier this month, another
possible GOP contender, for-
mer U.N. Ambassador Nikki
Haley, said when asked about
2024 by The Associated Press
that she would stand down if

Trump opted to run again. For-
mer Secretary of  State Mike
Pompeo has launched an
aggressive schedule, visiting
states that will play a pivotal
role in the 2024 primaries and
signing a contract with Fox
News Channel. DeSantis has
been courting donors, includ-
ing in Trump’s backyard, with
a prominent speaking slot
before the former president at
a GOP fundraising retreat din-
ner at Mar-a-Lago, the Florida
resort where Trump now lives.

On Thursday, Pence high-

lighted accomplishments of
the Trump administration,
including three successful con-
firmations of  U.S. Supreme
Court justices, withdrawal
from the Iran nuclear deal and
relocation of  the U.S. Embassy
in Israel to Jerusalem. 

He also recalled fondly their
2016 campaign, saying that
Trump told him at the close of
that year’s GOP convention in
Cleveland that the two of  them
would campaign hard, “and
then he looked over at me, and
he hit me in the shoulder, and

he said, ‘And then it’s going to
be great.’”

“And I’ve got to tell you, it
was,” Pence went on. “It was
four years of  consequences,
four years of  results, and four
years of  promises made, prom-
ises kept.”

Earlier this month, Trump
told Republican donors he was
“disappointed” in Pence.

South Carolina Democratic
Chair Trav Robertson said
Pence was coming to the state
to “try and salvage his relation-
ship” with Trump supporters

irked that Pence didn’t support
efforts to block certification of
the 2020 presidential election.

On Thursday, Pence pledged
to reveal more of  his ideas
soon, promising that he would
be challenging the Biden
administration’s “avalanche of
liberal policies” as he ramps up
speaking engagements around
the country.

“We have the winning agen-
da,” Pence said. “And now it’s
incumbent upon us to take that
winning agenda to the Ameri-
can people.”

Pence ...

Farmers and Merchants
State Bank to Susan L.
Brabaw, corporate war-
ranty deed –– Part of  Sec-
tion 27, Pike Township,
2.59 acres

Melvin G. Smitley to
Vicki J. Smitley, quit claim
deed –– Tract 1, Part of  Lot
17, Jackson and Reed Sub-
division; Tract 1, Part of
Lot 6, Stroble Addition;
Tract 2, Lots 74 and 75,
Votaws First Addition

Linda S. and Ned Rees
to themselves, death deed
— Unit E002, Heritage
Commons Portland

Lovina J. and Simon L.
Troyer to Ida J. and
Samuel R. Girod, warran-
ty deed –– Part of  Section
3, Bearcreek Township,
13.46 acres

Ford Family Farm LLC,
Jill A. and Phillip D. Ford
to Sun Chief  Solar Farm
LLC, easement –– Part of
Section 4, Richland Town-
ship

Marjorie R. and Ronald
D. Fifer to Jennifer M. and
Troy L. Emery, warranty
deed –– Parts of  Section
14, Bearcreek Township,
about 46 acres

Mary C. Juillerat to her-
self, death deed –– Unit
G002, Heritage Commons
Portland

Beth C. and Leslie R.
Roberts to themselves,
death deed –– Section 15,
Madison Township, about
2 acres

Harvest Land Coop Inc
to Co Alliance Coopera-
tive Inc, deed affidavit ––
Parts of  Section 8,
Bearcreek Township,
about 8 acres

Susan L. Brabaw to
Alan D. and Mary A.

Adair, easement –– Parts
of  Section 27, Pike Town-
ship, about 3.68 acres

Alan D. and Mary A.
Adair to Susan L. Brabaw,
easement –– Parts of  Sec-
tion 27, Pike Township,
about 3.68 acres

Ruth E. Fellers and
Mike Fellers (deceased) to
Kimberly S. Nuckols, quit
claim deed –– Part of  Sec-
tion 21, Pike Township,
1.338 acres

Dewayne C. Goss and
France E. Goss (deceased)
to Gary L. Goss, quit
claim deed –– Part of  Sec-
tion 12, Bearcreek Town-
ship, 15 acres

Roger C. Geesaman and
Cheryl A. Geesaman
(deceased) to Roger C.
Geesaman, deed affidavit
–– Section 33, Wayne
Township

Tonya and Jeff  Upp to
Eli Properties LLC, war-
ranty deed –– Lot 130,
Woodlawn Park Addition

Thomas L. Sherwood,
Rosemary Dean and Linda
Olson to Oxbo Acres LLC,
warranty deed –– Lots 2, 4,
5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, Bartlett and
Hanlin Addition

Louis R. and Marcella
A. Dirksen to Alan P. and
Victoria S. Dirksen, war-
ranty deed –– Part of  Sec-
tion 12, Knox Township,
79.85 acres

Charles S. Keen and
Roberta S. Keen
(deceased) to Ronald
Mills, quit claim deed –
– Lot 10, Block 3, original
plat of  Salamonia

Rose Marie Archer
Stipp to Mary Schwartz,
warranty deed –– Part of
Section 13, Jefferson
Township, 5 acres

Invasion, resisting
An Albany man was

arrested Thursday for
invasion of  privacy and
resisting an officer.

Michael R. Coleman, 47,
10001 Sharpbend Road,
was preliminarily
charged Level 6 felonies
for invasion of  privacy
and resisting an officer.
He was booked into Jay
County Jail and is being
held without bond.

Probation violation
A Whitestown man was

arrested Thursday for vio-
lating probation.

Neal E. Fields, 43, 6007

Perry Worth Road, was
originally charged two
Level 6 felonies for deal-
ing in methamphetamine
and residential entry. He
was booked into Jay
County Jail and is being
held on $1,200 bond.

Domestic battery
A Portland man was

arrested for domestic bat-
tery Wednesday.

Brandon C. Jenkinson,
27, 1024 N. State Line
Road, was preliminarily
charged a Level 6 felony.
He was released from Jay
County Jail on $5,000
bond.

Continued from page 1
As part of  her plea agreement, a

Class B misdemeanor charge for
possession of  marijuana and a Class
C misdemeanor charge for posses-
sion of  paraphernalia were dis-
missed.

Jennifer L. Cook, 45, 3395 S. 1150
W., Dunkirk, pleaded guilty to pos-
session of  methamphetamine, a
Level 6 felony, in Jay Superior Court.

She was sentenced to 272 days in
Jay County Jail and given 110 days
credit for 55 days served. She was
assessed court costs of  $185 and
ordered to pay a $200 drug abuse,
prosecution, interdiction and correc-
tion fee.

As part of  her plea agreement, two
Class C misdemeanor charges for
possession of  paraphernalia and
operating a vehicle while intoxicated
were dismissed.

Whitney N. Hough, 413 E. Logan
St., Redkey, pleaded guilty to posses-
sion of  methamphetamine, a Level 6
felony, in Jay Superior Court.

She was sentenced to one year in
Jay County Jail and given credit for
83 days served. Hough was assessed
$185 of  court costs and ordered to
pay a $200 drug abuse, prosecution,
interdiction and correction fee.

As part of  her plea agreement, two
Level 6 felonies for maintaining a
common nuisance and unlawful pos-
session or use of  a legend drug and a
Class C misdemeanor for possession
of  paraphernalia were dismissed.

Hough also pleaded guilty to
unlawful possession of  a syringe, a
Level 6 felony, in Jay Circuit Court.

She was sentenced to one year in
Jay County Jail (to be served consec-
utively with the previous sentence)
with 185 days suspended and given
credit for four days served.

She was assessed more court costs
of  $185.

As part of  her plea agreement, two
Level 6 felony charges for maintain-
ing a common nuisance and posses-
sion of  methamphetamine, a Class B

misdemeanor charge for possession
of  marijuana and a Class C misde-
meanor charge for possession of
paraphernalia were dismissed.

Jadeh C. Hildebrandt, 23, 8182 S.
600 W., Portland, pleaded guilty to
possession of  methamphetamine, a
Level 6 felony, in Jay Superior Court.

He was sentenced to one year in
Jay County Jail and given four days
credit for two days served. He was
assessed court costs of  $185 and
ordered to pay a $200 drug abuse,
prosecution, interdiction and correc-
tion fee.

As part of  his plea agreement, a
Class A misdemeanor charge for pos-
session of  marijuana and a Class C
misdemeanor charge for possession
of  paraphernalia were dismissed.

Unlawful possession
A Portland man was sentenced to

jail after pleading guilty to unlawful
possession of  a syringe, a Level 6
felony, in Jay Superior Court.

Colin J. Bradburn, 45, 203 1/2 W.
Water St., was sentenced to one year
in Jay County Jail with all but six
months suspended and given 30 days
credit for 15 days served. He was
placed on probation for six months
and ordered to submit an evaluation
within 30 days for substance abuse
counseling. He was also ordered to
serve 75 days of  his sentence on
home arrest and assessed court costs
of  $185. 

Bradburn failed to appear in court
six days later on a Jay County Com-
munity Corrections violation.

Battery
A Portland man was sentenced to

prison after pleading guilty to bat-
tery resulting in bodily injury to a
person younger than 14 years old, a
Level 5 felony, in Jay Circuit Court.

Seth W. Litton, 23, 2884 W. Indiana
67, was sentenced to three years in
the Indiana Department of  Correc-
tion with one year suspended and
two years on house arrest. He was

given five days credit for time served.
Litton was assessed a $100 adminis-
tration fee for probation, ordered to
pay a monthly $15 fee for probation
until it is completed and assessed
court costs of  $185.

Drunk driving
Two Jay County men recently

pleaded guilty to operating a vehicle
while intoxicated, a Level 6 felony, in
Jay Superior Court.

James A. Loden, 65, 7054 W. 400 S.,
Redkey, was sentenced to one year in
Jay County Jail with all but 20 days
suspended and given eight days cred-
it for four days served. He was placed
on probation for 345 days, assessed
court costs of  $185.50, ordered to pay
a $200 alcohol and drug countermea-
sures fee and ordered to submit an
evaluation within 30 days for sub-
stance abuse counseling. The court
recommended Indiana Bureau of
Motor Vehicles suspend his license
for one year from Oct. 5, 2020.

As part of  his plea agreement, a
Level 6 felony charge of  operating a
vehicle with alcohol concentration
equivalent to .08 or more was dis-
missed.

Timothy S. Southerland, 42, 631 E.
North St., Portland, was sentenced to
one year in Jay County Jail with all
but 70 days suspended and given 70
days credit for 35 days served. He
was placed on probation for 295 days,
assessed court costs of  $185.50 and
ordered to pay a $200 alcohol and
drug countermeasures fee. Souther-
land was also ordered to submit an
evaluation within 30 days for sub-
stance abuse counseling.

The court recommends Indiana
Bureau of  Motor Vehicles suspend
Southerland’s license for one year
starting June 8, 2020.

As part of  his plea agreement, a
Level 6 felony charge of  operating a
vehicle with an alcohol equivalent of
.15 or more and a Class A misde-
meanor charge of  driving with a sus-
pended license were dismissed.

Felony court news

For The Washington Post/Maddie McGarvey

Under investigation
Demonstrators stand outside Columbus, Ohio, City Hall on Sunday to protest the fatal

police shooting of 16-year-old Ma’Khia Bryant. The Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation is
investigating the case, which has raised questions about police officers’ use of deadly force. 

Felony arrests

Intersection crash
A Union City teen drove

into the back of  a Portland
woman’s vehicle at the
intersection of  Wayne and
Main streets about 4:45
p.m. Wednesday.

Isabelle G. Miller, 17,
told Portland police she
was driving a 2014 Ford
Focus east on Wayne
Street at the intersection

with Main Street. She did-
n’t notice the 2016 Nissan
Rogue, driven by 37-year-
old Megan E. Martin,
heading south on Wayne
Street. (Main Street does
not have a stop sign at the
intersection.) Miller drove
into the back of  Martin’s
Nissan, causing between
$1,000 and $2,500 in esti-
mated damage.

Capsule Reports

Deeds
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CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,

wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate

and mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

50 RUMMAGE SALES

HUGE GARAGE SALE
April 28- May 1, 9AM-?,
Tons of clothing. Junior,
Adult sizes, some plus
sizes, Patio Furniture,
Household, Lots of misc.
3527 St. Peter Rd. Ft
Recovery, Ohio.  
MOVING SALE Thurs-
Sat, 2396 W. Dorothy Dr,
Portland Items Queen
bedroom set, Freezer,
Leather couch, Chair
Ottoman and more.  

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations. 260-
726-5062, leave mes-
sage. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Fleece
Blankets, Appliqué, Zip-
pers, Hemming, Memory
T-Shirt, Special Orders
260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing seam
metal roofs. When Quali-
ty Counts, Count On US.
A company you can trust.
Member of the BBB. New
Installation and repairs.
Call Rodney Thornbury,
owner 765-509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

LAND AUCTION
Monday, May 17th, 2021 

Time 6:00 P. M.
Located: Take US High-
way 27 to County Road
100N on the North edge
of Portland, head West
1¾ miles to the farm
(south side of road) 
2 LAND AUCTIONS

HELD ON SAME SITE –
SAME DAY & TIME

FARM ONE
45 Acres located in Sec-
tion 18 of Wayne Twp in
Jay County with 42 acres
of tillable land; the bal-
ance consisting of open
ditch and road frontage.
Road frontage is along
County Road 100 N.

Owners: Dave & Susan
Schrock

FARM TWO
18.2 Acres with 8 acres
of tillable and 10 acres of
wooded land. Property
access is via an ease-
ment off of County Road
100 N, and can also be
accessed by the property

listed in Farm One
above.

Owners: Howard &
Martha Ontrop

Terms on  Real Estate:  
Cash With 10% Non-

Refundable Deposit Day
of Auction.  Balance due
at closing.  Sale is not
subject to buyer  obtain-
ing financing.  Arrange
financing if needed prior
to Auction. Land sold
subject to owner confir-

mation.
Statements made sale
day take precedence

over written ad.
Shawver Auctioneering

& Real Estate
AC31800004 

Pete D. Shawver 
AU19700040 
260-726-5587 
Zane Shawver 
AU10500168 
260-729-2229

More photos availabe at
www.auctionzip.com  &
www.auctionsoft.com  
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

ROD PENROD, LICENSED AGENT

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Drug Plans
Medicare Advantage
Senior Life Insurance

Local Agent

260-418-9492

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Hi and Lois

Agnes

Rose is Rose

Peanuts

SPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

Beetle Bailey

Snuffy Smith

Blondie

Funky Winkerbean

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�
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110 HELP WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE

CONSIGNMENT
ONLINE AUCTION
Online Bidding: 

Monday, May 10, 2021
@ 6PM 

Soft Close Starts- Sun-
day, May 16, 2021 @

6PM 
2019 Country Clipper;
72” Boss EL; Simplicity
Riding Mower; Crafts-
man Push Mower; Con-
crete Tools; Drywall

Tools; Sockets/wrench-
es/hand tools; Wood
Smoker; School Bells;

Coins. 
Berne Developers, LLC 
& Others, Owners. 

Rob Green 
260-589-8474 

See
www.soldongreen.com
for details, photos, and

flyers. 
Rob Green AU19500011 
Bill Liechty AU01048441

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 333 Blaine

pike, 
Portland IN 

May 6, at 4:30 P.M. 
HOUSEHOLD GOODS-
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Frigidaire washer and
dryer, 3 pc bedroom
suit, King size bed, 8
drawer dresser, Haier
small freezer, Versus
slot machine, Sanyo

flatscreen TV, Lazy Boy
recliner, 2pc lighted

hutch, Lift chairs, Wood
rocker, Kitchen table
with 6 chairs and 2

leaves,  3 glider rockers,
Cast iron pot, Milk cans,
Small kitchen appli-

ances, Barbies, Cook-
ware, Clocks, Lamps,
Heaters, Sets of dishes,
Glassware, Games and
many other items not

listed.
TRUCKS-GUNS-TOOLS
2003 Chevrolet 3500
Dura Max Diesel Crew
cab 4x4 dually truck with
automatic transmission
and 180,000 miles, 2000
Chevrolet S-10 Extend-
ed cab 47x4 pickup with
automatic transmission
and 140,000 miles,

Winchester Model 1890
pump .22 caliber rifle,
Stevens Model 73 bolt
action .22 caliber rifle,
Remington Model 514
bolt action .22 caliber

rifle, Stevens Model 41P
bolt action .22 caliber
rifle, Stevens Model 83
bolt action .22 caliber
rifle, Stevens 12 gauge
single shot shotgun,

Winchester, Huskee 28”-
8 hp electric start snow
blower, Murray push

mower, and many more
items not listed. 

EVERETT CROWE 
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 
260-726-2700
Auctioneers 
Gary Loy   

AU01031608 
Ben Lyons
AU10700085 
Travis Theurer 
AU11200131 
Troy Foust
AU19800068  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, May 8, 2021

TIME 10:00 A.M. 
LOCATED:  2344 E 900

N Ridgeville, IN. 
ANTIQUES-FURNI-
TURE-APPLIANCES 
Porcelain top cabinet,
Duncan Phyfe table,

Aunt Rhody glassware,
Steel wheel, Galvanized
tubs, Old headlights and
hub caps, Wooden lad-
ders, Estey spinet piano,
Collectible dishware, Fig-
urines and miniatures,

Square dining room table
with four chairs, Tempus
Fugit grandfather clock,
Guitar, 3 piece queen
size bedroom suite, Full
and twin size beds, Pio-
neer stereo, glass door
display cabinet, LP

heater, Handicap acces-
sories, GE smooth top
stove, GE and Magic
Chef refrigerators, GE

upright freezer, Kenmore
washer and dryer, 2 GE
window air conditioners,
Bissell sweeper, Small
kitchen appliances, 550
gallon LP tank, Sears
battery charger, Sears

portable air  compressor,
Log chains, Large lot of
shop and hand tools as
well as lawn and garden

tools. 
COVID-19 Information:
To protect both our cus-
tomers and employees,
please remember to

social distance. Limited
supply of masks and
sanitizer is available. 

Terms on personal prop-
erty: Cash – Good
Check – Credit Card
OWNER: Vicky Fellers
Statements made sale
day take precedence

over written ad.
Shawver Auctioneering 

and Real Estate
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Pete D. Shawver

Lic# AU19700040
260-726-5587
Zane Shawver

Lic# AU10500168   
260-729-2229                                                           

More Photos available at
www.auctionzip.com &
www.auctionsoft.com.

PUBLIC AUCTION
Thursday, May 6th, 2021

TIME 5:00 P.M. 
LOCATED:  107 Bitter-
sweet Lane, Portland, IN

47371
CAR-RIDING MOWER-

TOOLS
2005 Buick Le Sabre

loaded with 3800 engine
and 72,300 miles, Sim-
plicity Broadmore 14hp
38in. cut riding mower,
Cub Cadet 42” Lawn
sweeper, Contractor

3000w Generator, Crafts-
man 12 gal Air Compres-
sor, Craftsman Roll-away
tool box, Variety of tools.
ANTIQUES-APPLI-

ANCES-HOUSEHOLD
Oak Wall Phone, Oak
Round Dining Room

Table with  chairs, Cuck-
oo Clock, Lane Cedar
Chest, Portland Forge
Anvils, Wicker Furniture,
GE Profile Washer and
Dryer, GE Refrigerator,
4-cushion Sofa, Patio
set, Corning ware, Tup-
perware, Picnic Tables,

Lawn chairs.
Note: Owner is a 90 year
old who has kept things
very well maintained.
Terms : Cash – Good
Check – Credit Card

OWNER: Wanetta F. Mil-
lett

Statements made sale
day take precedence

over written ad.
Shawver Auctioneering 

and Real Estate
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Pete D. Shawver

Lic# AU19700040
260-726-5587
Zane Shawver

Lic# AU10500168   
260-729-2229                                                           

More Photos available at
www.auctionzip.com & 
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located: 914 West 7th
St. 

Portland, IN 
Saturday, May 8th 

10:00 A.M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS-
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Jazzy pride mobile
scooter,  GE profile
washer and dryer,

Sanyo flatscreen TV, Lift
chair, Lazy Boy

recliner/rocker, Emerson
flatscreen TV, 4 drawer
dresser, Frigidaire dorm
size refrigerator, Sam-
sung flatscreen TV, Gun

cabinet, Gas grill,
Longaberger baskets

and pottery items, Small
kitchen appliances,
Clocks, Vera Bradley
bags, Pyrex mixing
bowls, Jewelry, Beer

steins, Cast iron skillets
to include Griswold and
Wagner, 3 legged Cast
iron pot, Pro Tech tread-
mill, Christmas decora-
tions, Afghans, 9’X9’ pop

up gazebo,
SUV -MOWERS -

TOOLS - 
2014 Chevy Captiva
with leather heated

seats and only 78,000
miles , Simplicity Hydro-
stat 27 hp zero turn
mower with 60” deck,
Simplicity 23 hp mower
with 52” deck, Yardman
6 1/2 hp push mower,

Sanborn 5 hp upright air
compressor, Snap On 2
pc tool cabinet, 5 speed
drill press, McCulloch
Mac 130 chain saw,
Auto Craft 18V tools,

Motorcycle lift, Yardman
gas blower, and many
other items not listed. 

JANET
SCHWARTZKOPF

ESTATE
by Becky Schwartzkopf

Loy Auction
AU31600027 
260-726-2700
Auctioneers 

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons

AU10700085
Travis Theurer
AU11200131 

Troy Foust AU19800068

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, May 1, 2021

TIME 10:00 A.M. 
LOCATED: 1854 West

State Route 28,
Ridgeville, IN

. ( 1 mile East of
Ridgeville on State

Route 28 ) 
TRACTORS-FARM

EQUIPMENT-LAWN &
GARDEN 

Oliver 1650 Tractor with
Dunham Hydraulic
Loader, Minneapolis
Moline 445 WF, John
Deere B Tractor, King

Cutter 6ft. 3pt. Rototiller,
5ft. 3pt. Rotary Mower,
7ft. Sickle bar Mower,
15ft. Hay Wagon with
metal bed, 17ft. Hay

Elevator Hydraulic Drive,
1 Bottom King Cutter
Plow, 3pt. Boom, (3)
Troybilt Rototillers,

Horse Pony & Junior,
Lawnboy Push Mower,
Craftsman 5 hp Chip-
per/Shredder, Lawn
sweeper, 12 Bales of

straw. ANTIQUE & COL-
LECTIBLES

1 Bottom wood beam
plow, Garden plows,
Cast Iron Pots/Skillets,
Cast Iron Dinner Bell,
Bushel Baskets, Large
Crocks, Crock Butter
Churn, Glass- doored
Cabinet, Griffith Labora-
tories Produce Scale,

Platform Scales, Antique
Band Saw, Galvanized
Tubs, Fence Stretchers.
SHOP TOOLS-BEE

EQUIPMENT-MISCEL-
LANEOUS

Michelin 5 gal. Air
Compressor, Craftsman
15 in. Drill Press, Parts
Washer, Knipco Sala-
mander, Chainsaws,

Large lot of Bee equip-
ment, Electric Range,

Small Chest Type Freez-
er, Porch Swing, Large
lot of canning jars, Hand
tools, Power tools, Lawn
& Garden tools, Large
metal corn crib ( buyer

to disassemble ).
Terms on personal prop-

erty:
Cash – Good Check –

Credit Card
OWNER: Max Winning-

ham
Statements made sale
day take precedence

over written ad.
Shawver Auctioneering 

and Real Estate
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Pete D. Shawver

Lic# AU19700040
260-726-5587
Zane Shawver

Lic# AU10500168   
260-729-2229                                                           

More Photos available at
www.auctionzip.com &
www.auctionsoft.com.

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exibition
Hall at Jay County Fair-
grounds, Portland IN on
Saturday Morning. May

1st at 10:00 A.M.
ANTIQUES - OLD &

COLLECTORS ITEMS -
TOOLS Cherry three

corner cupboard, Cherry
dovetailed blanket chest
with ball feet, Victorian
inlaid sewing stand with
9 small drawers inside
main drawer, Old hickory
glider, Country Hepple-
white mule chest with

three drawers, Kentucky
Cherry inlaid one drawer
stand, Early painted
blanket chest with 1

drawer, Early large farm
house table with center
drawer, Federal blanket

chest with original
Salmon paint graining,
Sheraton Cherry/Birds-
eye maple bowfront

chest, !8th century Chip-
pendale side chair, Ken-

tucky long rifle with
Cherry stock, Shaker

revolving spinning stool,
Birch Bark canoe, Rare
period William and Mary
armchair with Sausage
turnings, CROCKS AND
STONEWARE- James
Hamilton & CO 1 gallon
canning jar, 3 gallon-4
gallon-5 gallon-6 gallon
Bee Sting, 3 gallon Bee
sting jug, 3 gallon Bee
sting churn, #3 and #5
Bee sting jugs with
turkey droppings, # 5
Western stoneware,

1930’s Aeroflite wagon
mwith original tires, Vic-
torian croquet stakes

with original paint, 1929
Louisville Electric Pio-
neer lawnmower,

Inlaid/dovetailed Fedral
bible box, Disney Seven
Dwarf dolls, Jewelry, 2 
Liter Pepsi crates, TOYS
-  Sand/Gravel truck,
Wind up metal tank,
Cast Iron motorcycle

with rider, Watch Joe Go
military Jeep, and other
vintage toys, Pottery,

Quilts, Clocks, Precious
moments, Welding sup-
plies, Air tools, Misc.
Hardware, Hand Tools
and many many other

items not listed.  
See pictures on Auc-
tionzip, Auctioneer

#12987 
SMITH FAMILY
Loy Auction

AU31600027 260-726-
2700

Auctioneers 
Gary Loy AU01031608

Ben Lyons
AU10700085
Travis Theurer
AU11200131 

Troy Foust AU19800068 
www.auctionsoft.com

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

ADVERTISING
ACCOUNT

Representative(s) Full &
Part-Time. Seeking a

hard-working, motivated,
self-starter with a win-
ning attitude who enjoys
a challenge and will
attract new clients to
print and digital media.
Responsibilities: Devel-
op and manage revenue
producing relationships
with current clients and
agencies. Prospect for
new business and build
a full pipeline of sales
products. Analyze client
marketing goals and
develop needs based
solutions to achieve
them. Qualifications:

Strong problem solving
and analytical skills.
Have basic computer
skills. Be able to work
on a deadline. Have
good communications
skills. Be organized and
have a positive attitude.
Be able to pay attention
to detail. Have reliable
transportation & valid
driver license. Prior

experience with digital &
print advertising sales

experience preferred but
not necessary, we will
train. Apply in person
along with your resume
or mail in your resume
to: The Commercial
Review PO Box 1049,
309 W. Main St., Port-
land, IN 47371 Attn:

Business Manager or e-
mail

gpcbusiness@embarq-
mail.com 

EXPERIENCED SEMI
DRIVER needed in Port-
land, IN. Monday-Friday
dedicated run only,
$0.60/mile, 2500-3000
miles/week. Lots of ben-
efits included. Call/text
260.251.7839 or email
customerservice@tjx-
pservice.com 
AIR MANAGEMENT
TECHNIQUES is hiring!
$12 an hour to start.
Please contact 765-287-
0055 for more informa-
tion.  
DENTAL ASSISTANT
Dunn Family Dental Care
is looking to add a full-
time Dental Assistant to
our team. Radiology cer-
tification required. EFDA
preferred, but not neces-
sary. Paid holidays,
vacation and retirement
benefits available. Email
resume to drdunn@dfd-
cpc.com or send to 110
W. North St. Ste. A, Port-
land. Come be a part of a
great team!  
RETAIL SALES days,
nights & weekends.
Clean work environment,
good hourly pay. Must be
21 or older. Apply @
Northside Carry Out,
1226 N. Meridian, Port-
land, IN. Attn: Ruth 
CDL OTR DRIVER -
Flexible home times.
2019 Coronado 13 spd /
Cascadia/Auto. Can get
$1500+ weekly. 3 yrs.
CDL exp. req. RGN, SD
exp. helpful. All miles,
drops, downtime, and
weekends paid if out.
Call 260- 273-1245  
THE DUNKIRK PARK
BOARD is accepting
applications for the fol-
lowing position until May
19th, certified life guards.
Applications can be
picked up at the City
Building from 8:00 am -
4:30 pm Monday-Friday.
EOE 
ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT Wanted
Arts Place in Portland
seeks to fill 30 hour
Administrative Assistant
position. Pay ranges
from 12.50 to 15.00 /hr.
For more information,
visit artsland.org/avail-
able-positions 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 
GRADUATION SPE-

CIAL
Werlings in Burkettsville
All 28oz. Canned Meats 

12 Packs 
$80.00

April 26 thru May 8th 
M-F 7-4
Sat. 8-1  

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 
Sunday May 2nd, 8 a.m.-
4 p.m. at the Fairgrounds
in Wapakoneta, OH. Info:
419-394-6484. 

The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery

Comments or Problems?
Call our 

Circulation Hotline
260-7251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.  Leave Message Please.
Carrier Delivery Deadlines
Monday - Friday: 6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St., Portland.

Front Office Hours:
8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department Hours:
10:30 am - 5:00 p.m.

READ  THE CR THEN RECYCLE

   SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE

COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW

up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 

thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

T   
    

PART-TIME INSERTER
POSITION AVAILABLE

Hours vary each week.
Apply at:

The Commercial Review
Tuesday-Friday

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
No phone calls please.

  

110 HELP WANTED

Public Notice
The following will be sold

for charges: 
2467 E 200 N PORTLAND 
On 05/18/2021 @ 10:00 AM 

2006 BUICK
2G4WD582961214995

$1,725.00 
2001 HARLEY DAVID-

SON
1HD1CGP191K113632

$1,520.00 
2007 HONDA

5FNRL38677B042069
$1,110.50

CR 4-30-20201-HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS
You never know

what you might find in
The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to
a new home, to a

new job,
the Classifieds

deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call  
260-726-8141

Continued from page 8
Ballard could have gone

with Virginia Tech offen-
sive tackle Christian Dar-
risaw still available as the
likely replacement for
longtime left tackle
Anthony Castonzo, who
retired in January.

But with two starting
spots open on the defen-
sive line, the greater need
was finding someone who
could make an immediate
impact. Paye fit the bill.

“I’ve made some pretty
easy picks where you just
kind of  knew and pulling
the card for Kwity Paye
was very easy,” Ballard

said. “He stands for every-
thing we want. We think
he’s got really good
upside, we think he’s
going to get better and we
think he’s going to add to
our (defensive) front.”

Paye earned second-
team All-Big Ten honors
in 2019 when he recorded
50 tackles, 12 for loss and 6
1/2 sacks in 12 games.
Last season, he was
named a captain at Michi-
gan and was an honorable
mention all-conference
selection despite missing
two games with injury. He
finished 2020 with 16 tack-
les and two sacks. And he

was named Rhode Island’s
2016 Gatorade Player of
the Year as a two-way star.

“Last night I was kind
of  anxious, excited,” he
said. “I woke up this
morning, I was cool. Once
I got picked, turned
around and saw my family
there, it was kind of
heartwarming.” and I
remembered the hard
work put in throughout
the years.”

The Colts still have
picks to make, starting
with their second-round
slot, No. 54 overall, today
and could find a left tackle
with that.

Colts ...
Local schedule

Today
Jay County — Girls tennis at Rich-

mond – 5 p.m.; Boys track at New Cas-
tle – 5:30 p.m.; Baseball at Woodlan –
6 p.m.; Softball  at Woodlan – 6 p.m.;
JV baseball vs. Southern Wells – 5
p.m.

Fort Recovery — Softball at
Arcanum – 5 p.m.; JV baseball vs.
Ansonia – 5 p.m.; Junior high track at
Coldwater Invitational – 4:30 p.m.

Saturday, May 1
Jay County — Boys golf at Winches-

ter Invitational – 8 a.m.; Girls track at
Muncie Relays – 10 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball double-
header at Russia – 5 p.m.; JV baseball
at Crestview – 1 p.m.

Monday, May 3
Jay County — Junior high boys track

at Southern Wells Relays – 5:30 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Baseball vs.

Arcanum – 5 p.m.; Softball at Marion

Local – 5 p.m.; JV baseball at
Arcanum – 5 p.m.

Tuesday, May 4
Jay County — Softball at South Adams –

5 p.m.; Baseball at South Adams – 5 p.m.;
Girls tennis at Muncie Central – 5 p.m.;
Boys golf at Woodlan – 5:30 p.m.; JV base-
ball vs. South Adams – 5 p.m.; JV softball
vs. South Adams – 5 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track in Mercer Coun-
ty Meet at Coldwater – 4 p.m.; Baseball at
Versailles – 5 p.m.; Softball vs. Ver-
sailles – 5 p.m.; JV baseball vs. Ver-
sailles – 5 p.m.

Fort Wayne TinCaps vs. West Michigan
Whitecaps – 7:05 p.m.

Local notes
Card show is May 15

A sports card and collectible show is
set for May 15 in Fort Wayne.

The show will be from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. at Exhibit Building 4 at Allen County
Fairgrounds.

There will be 120 tables of dealers

from the tri-state region buying, selling and
trading both sport and non-sport cards and
collectables.

The show is free and the public is invit-
ed to attend. All health mandates and
social distancing requirements will be fol-
lowed, and attendance limits will be
enforced.

For more information, contact Brian
Mayne at (260) 824-4867 or
mscards@icloud.com.

Wrestling club hosting event
The Jay County Wrestling club will be

hosting INVASION II on May 16.
The event will be held at the Bubp

Building at Jay County Fairgrounds. Doors
open at 1 p.m. with action set to begin at
2 p.m.

Tickets are $20 for front-row seats and
$10 for general admission, and they are
available at Wings & Rings in Portland and
from Jay County High School wrestlers.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap
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latest breaking news and
to view photo galleries

Jay County wrestling
to host INVASION II,

see Sports on tap

By MICHAEL MAROT 
AP Sports Writer

INDIANAPOLIS —
Kwity Paye just wanted a
chance to hear his name
called during the NFL draft
so he could tell his mother,
Agnes, she no longer had to
work.

The Indianapolis Colts
made it all possible with
one call.

General manager Chris
Ballard took the highly
touted pass rusher from
Michigan with the 21st
overall pick Thursday
night, capping an incredi-
ble story that began with
Paye’s mother fleeing
Liberia’s civil war near the
turn of  the century and
eventually raising two sons
in America.

“It means everything
that was my goal my whole
life,” Paye said shortly after
the selection. “Just seeing
how hard she worked is
what made me work hard.
So being able to tell her that
she’s done (working), it
means a lot.”

The 6-foot-2, 261-pound
Paye could mean a lot for
the Colts, too.

Ballard has been looking
for a young, consistent pass
rusher ever since he took
the Indy job following the
2016 season. The need
became only greater this
year when the Colts opted
not to to re-sign last sea-
son’s two starting defensive
ends, Denico Autry and
Justin Houston. Autry
signed with division rival
Tennessee. Houston
remains unsigned.

So when Paye slid
through the top 20 picks,
Ballard ended a three-year
run of  trading first-round
picks.

Indy moved down three
spots in 2018 before taking
All-Pro guard Quenton Nel-
son, traded out of  the first
round in 2019 when they
selected cornerback Rock
Ya-Sin and sent last year’s
first-rounder to San Fran-
cisco for All-Pro defensive
tackle DeForest Buckner.

This time, Ballard simply
couldn’t pass on an impact
player living the American
dream.

Paye was born in a
refugee camp in Guinea
before coming to America.
Here, he became a citizen
and learned how to play
football well enough to
wind up at Michigan.
There, he turned himself
into an NFL prospect and
on Thursday, the payoff
came when NFL Commis-
sioner Roger Goodell
announced Paye’s name as
the Colts’ selection.

“I saw the video and I
almost got teary-eyed
watching it,” Ballard said.
“His mother, just what a
tremendous lady and what
she did for her kids and
what they went through,
she deserves a lot of  cred-
it.”

See Colts page 7

Colts
pick
Paye

Michigan
pass rusher
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FORT RECOVERY — The
Indians finally broke through
in the fifth inning. But it just
wasn’t enough.

Fort Recovery High School’s
baseball team wasn’t able to
string together much offense
Thursday in a 2-1 loss to the
Minster Wildcats.

It was the sixth consecutive
loss for the Indians, who dip to
4-10 (2-4 Midwest Athletic Con-
ference). The Wildcats
improved to 7-7 (3-3 MAC).

Justin Nixon put Minster
ahead in the top of  the third
inning with a two-out single,
scoring Eric Schmidt after he
walked and reached second on a
stolen base.

One inning later, consecutive
errors gave the Wildcats run-
ners on first and third ahead of

a Kody Richard groundout that
scored Nathan Oldiges.

In the home half  of  the fifth,
Derek Lochtefeld doubled to
left, scoring Landon Post for the
Tribe’s only run. Johnny Nixon
then retired the final eight Indi-
ans.

Justin Nixon led Minster
with three hits. In addition to
Lochtefeld’s double, the Indians
got singles from Riley Will,
Brock Dues and Daniel Patch.

Johnny Nixon struck out five,

walked one and allowed one
earned run on four hits in the
complete-game win. Patch suf-
fered the loss for the Indians.
He gave up two runs — one
earned — on four hits with six
strikeouts and four walks over
five innings.

Girls third
FORT RECOVERY — Despite

winning 11 events, Fort Recov-
ery’s girls track team placed
second in a meet it hosted with
South Adams and Marion Local
on Thursday.

South Adams scored 80.5
points for first, leaving Fort
Recovery second with 71 points.
Marion Local totaled 23.5 points
for third.

South Adams’ boys won as

well for the Starfire sweep, scor-
ing 81 points. Marion Local (43)
was second and Fort Recovery
(37) was third.

Whitley Rammel won three
field events, earning the top
spot in high jump (5 feet, 2 inch-
es), discus (89 feet, 6 inches) and
shot put (36 feet, 5 inches).

Kierra Wendel (800 run – 2
minutes, 38.33 seconds), Natalie
Brunswick (1,600 run – 5:38.48),
Ellie Will (3,200 run – 12:22.17)
and Mara Pearson (long jump –
15 feet, 4.5 inches) also had indi-
vidual wins.

The Tribe girls swept all four
relays as well.

Trevor Heitkamp accounted
for the only two wins for the
Tribe boys. He had a time of
4:59.26 to win the 1,600, and
10:52.5 for first in the 3,200 run.

Fort Recovery High
School catcher Riley
Will reaches to place
a tag on Minster’s
Justin Nixon for the
final out of the third
inning Thursday.
Nixon earlier hit an
RBI single in leading
the Wildcats to a 2-1
victory over the
Indians.
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INDIANAPOLIS —
Brooklyn Nets coach Steve
Nash realizes that some-
times there’s no need to
overthink situations, espe-
cially when working with
great players such as
Kevin Durant.

Nash let Durant do his
thing on Thursday night,
and the superstar
responded with a season-
high 42 points as the Nets
glided to a 130-113 victory
over the depleted Indiana
Pacers.

“What can I say? I have
the luxury of  coaching
Kevin Durant,” Nash said.
“You stick him in the game
and good things happen.”

Durant scored 22 points
in the third quarter as the
Nets stretched their lead to
21 points.

The All-Star forward
took particular pleasure in
drawing the attention of
extra defenders, which
opened up the offense for
teammates. Durant fin-
ished with 10 assists. He
was plenty efficient when
he took his own shots, con-
necting on 16 of  24 in his
eighth start since being
sidelined for nearly two
months with a hamstring
injury.

“I want to create that
double team,” Durant said.
“But when I have scoring
opportunities, I like to
take advantage as well.”

It was his third game of
30 points or more since his
return, which was also
interrupted for three
games by a thigh injury.

“It makes it easy for me
when he’s scoring points,”
said Nets reserve forward
Alize Johnson, who had 20
points and 21 rebounds.
“It’s fun to watch.”

Johnson was drafted by
the Pacers in 2018, but did-
n’t have a job as recently
as last month.

“The energy was there
from the moment I walked
into the building,” John-
son said. “I was ready to go
out there and prove that I

belong.”
“Incredible stat line,”

Nash said of  Johnson. “He
played with energy and
brings it never night.”

Playing without Kyrie
Irving and James Harden,
the Nets built a double-
digit lead by the second
quarter and were never
seriously threatened.

The Nets are 29-8 since
Feb. 10, best in the league,
and have clinched a play-
off spot.

Caris LeVert scored 12
of  his 36 points in the first
quarter for the Pacers, but
the Nets still led 35-28 after
one behind Jeff  Green’s 12
points in the period.
Brooklyn’s advantage
reached 66-52 by halftime.

Edmond Sumner added
16 points and Doug McDer-
mott scored 15 for the Pac-
ers, who lost point guard
Malcolm Brogdon in the
second quarter with a sore
hamstring.

“It’s definitely tough,”
LeVert said. “As I continue
to say, this has been a
weird year. We’ve just got
to continue to fight. We
fought hard. (But) we defi-
nitely dug ourselves a
huge hole.”

The Pacers dropped to
11-19 at home. At 29-33,
they’re on track for their
second losing season since
2011.

Durant, Nets
torch Pacers

Local
roundup

Rally short for 6th straight loss


