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Mabeline Barcus, 82, rural
Portland

Majel Tucker, 99, Deer-
field

Milton Lotz, 88, Monticello
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  75 degrees Tues-
day. The low was 55.

Tonight’s low will be in the
low 60s. Expect mostly sunny
skies Thursday with the high
climbing to 84. Highs are
expected to stay in the 80s
through at least Tuesday.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

The Commercial Review
will publish a new special sec-
tion about summer/fall festi-
vals and events May 28. To
make sure your festival or
event is listed, email details to
news@thecr.com.

Thursday — Coverage of
today’s The Portland Founda-
tion annual meeting.

Saturday — Results from
Friday’s JCHS softball game at
Richmond.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371

The Commercial Review

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY ––
The village has OK’d a
contract to purchase the
site of  the current high
school baseball field.

Mayor Dave Kaup and
fiscal officer Roberta Stau-
gler signed the purchase
agreement Monday follow-
ing a Fort Recovery Vil-
lage Council meeting. 

In April 2017, Fort
Recovery Diamond Club
cited limited facilities,
poor location and

drainage problems with
the field located at the
west end of  Caldwell
Street. Fort Recovery
Local Schools is planning
to build a new baseball
diamond just south of  the
current softball field on
the east side of  the Fort
Recovery
Elementary/Middle prop-
erty

“Short-term plans are to
keep it as it is as a ball dia-
mond,” explained village
administrator Randy
Diller.

In the future, the proper-
ty could be used for a new
water plant or something
else, he added.

Initial plans for the high
school’s new facility
include a new press box,
restrooms, concession
building, bleachers with
canopies and a batting
cage for the softball team.
At an estimated $1 mil-
lion, the construction is
being funded by local
donations in addition to a
loan.

Fort Recovery School

Board members in Febru-
ary authorized superin-
tendent Larry Brown and
treasurer Deanna Knapke
to enter into an agreement
with Fort Recovery Athlet-
ic Boosters for the project.
Construction is expected
to begin this year.

Also Monday, council
decided to request a four-
way stop at the intersec-
tion of  Wayne and Broad-
way streets after it
becomes the highway
truck route. The proposed
signs will need to be

requested through Ohio
Department of  Trans-
portation before they can
be placed. (The street
turns into Ohio 49 going
northwest out of  Fort
Recovery.)

Council made the deci-
sion after debating
whether a two-way or four-
way stop would be best.
Some noted they would
like to see the stop made
safer, while others said it
would be easier to add stop
signs later if  needed.

See Purchase page 2

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY ––
The numbers are better
than expected.

Fort Recovery School
Board received an
overview of  its five-year
financial forecast during a
work session before its
meeting Monday. Ohio’s
economic issues as a result
of  the coronavirus pan-
demic are not as bad as pro-
jected, treasurer Deanna
Knapke explained.

Fort Recovery Local
Schools is projected to fin-
ish fiscal year 2021, which
ends June 30, with a budget
surplus of  $256,270. That
would bring its year-end
cash balance to more than
$7.1 million, continuing a
trend of  budget surpluses
from the last several years.

The new forecast shows
an improvement over
November, when a budget
deficit of  $156,819 was pro-
jected for fiscal 2021.

The financial forecast
presented Monday projects
budget deficits beginning
at $101,736 in 2022, $439,439
in 2023, $880,608 in 2024 and
more than $1.2 million in
2025. Those deficits would
drop the district’s year-end
balance to $4.4 million by
the end of  fiscal year 2025.
(In the November forecast,
it was predicted by 2025 the
year-end balance would fall
to $2.7 million.)

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine
cut about $300 million from
K-12 public school funding
in May 2020 for the remain-
der of  the fiscal year. In
January 2021, DeWine
ordered the restoration of
about $160 million in pub-
lic school funds, meaning
Fort Recovery schools only
took a loss of  $78,000. (State
funding accounts for about
54% of  the school’s budg-
et.)

See Outlook page 5

FR now
projecting
a budget
surplus

this year

School
financial
outlook
improves

Village to purchase baseball field

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Engineering and advanced
manufacturing teacher Kyle
Love imagined having five or six
local industries attend the inau-
gural Jay County Signing Day.

About 18 companies
expressed interest in attending
the event intended to help sen-
iors find jobs at local industries.

“When they all started
responding, I was like … we’re
going to have to figure some-
thing out,” Love said. “We had a
lot more involvement from the
industrial partners than I
expected.”

Several local manufacturers
and other businesses met with

students Tuesday at Jay County
Junior/Senior High School for
Jay County Signing Day. It con-
tinues today for juniors and sen-
iors to get interview experience
and possibly find part-time sum-
mer work or full-time employ-
ment.

The inaugural event –– it was
originally scheduled for last
year and canceled because of
the coronavirus pandemic
— kicked off  interviews for the
first time Tuesday and conclud-
ed interviews at the end of  the
school day today. An official
“signing day” for students sign-
ing into new positions is
planned June 2.

See ‘Signing’ page 5

Title
best

Jay County High
School’s Elisa Parazzi
celebrates after setting
a new career-best mark
of 5 feet, 6 inches, in
the high jump during
Tuesday’s sectional
meet at Delta. The
Italian exchange
student had already
secured the sectional
championship as the
only athlete to clear 5,
feet, 5 inches, her
previous best, before
continuing on to a new
career apex. Senior
Kinsey Shannon
successfully defended
her 100-meter dash
sectional title as she
earned the only other
win for the Patriots, who
were third in a 13-team
field. For more on the
meet, see page 8.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Adam Homan (left) of POET Biorefining speaks with Jay County High School
senior Mitchell Winner on Tuesday at the inaugural Jay County Signing Day. The event drew
about 18 companies to the school. They interviewed juniors and seniors interested in
internships, summer jobs or full-time employment after graduation.

New event seeks to connect
businesses with local youth

‘Signing’
students
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NOW OPEN

R&C Flowers
4345 E 900 N • Bryant, IN
• Hanging Baskets • Annuals 
• Ferns • Perennials
• Bedding Plants • Roses
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Mabeline Barcus
Sept. 1, 1938-May 17, 2021

Mabeline L. Barcus, age 82, a resi-
dent of  rural Portland, passed away
on Monday, May 17, 2021, at her son’s
home in rural Portland. She was a
former resident of  Pennville. 

Mabeline was born on Sept. 1,
1938, in Poneto, Indiana, the daugh-
ter of  Gerald and Olive (Onweller)
Bower. She graduated
from Poling High
School in 1956 and
married Ken Barcus
on Sept. 27, 1957. 

Mabeline was a
member of  Union
Chapel church where
she served as pianist
for many years, Sun-
day School teacher,
youth leader and choir director.
She retired from USDA Farm Serv-
ice Agency in Portland in 1999 after
26½ years of  service. 

Survivors include:
Her husband of  63 years — Ken

Barcus, rural Portland, Indiana 
One daughter — Tina O’Dell

(husband: Ron), Pennville, Indiana 
Two sons — Steve Barcus (wife:

Brenda), rural Portland, Indiana,
and Kevin Barcus (wife: Wanda),
rural Redkey, Indiana 

One sister — Marge Barger,
Bluffton, Indiana 

Seven grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren

Visitation will be held on
Wednesday from 4 to 7 p.m. at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland. 

Funeral services will be held on
Thursday at 11 a.m. at Union
Chapel Church, 6200 N. 375 West,
Bryant, Indiana. Visitation will be
held one hour prior to the service
at the church. Burial will be held in
I.O.O.F. Twin Hill Cemetery in Pen-
nville, Indiana. 

In lieu of  flowers, the family
requests memorials be directed
towards Union Chapel Church.
Donations to the church may be
given at tithe.ly/give?=1521093. 

Condolences may be expressed at
williamsonspencer.com. 

Majel Tucker
April 10, 1922-May 17, 2021

Majel Marcielle Tucker, age 99, a
resident of  Deerfield, passed away
on Monday, May 17, 2021, at Luther-
an Life Villages in
Kendallville, Indi-
ana.

Marcielle was born
on April 10, 1922, in
Jefferson Township,
Jay County, Indiana,
the daughter of  Wade
and Ruth (Whaley)
DeBoy. She graduat-
ed from Gray High
School and married Charles Leo
Tucker on Feb. 7, 1942. He passed
away on July 10, 2000. 

Marcielle worked at Randolph
County Hospital for 10 years and
Jay Garment in Portland. She
attended Deerfield United
Methodist Church where she was a
member of  the United Methodist
Women. Marcielle was a 50-year
member of  the Eastern Star where
she played piano for 24 years. 

Survivors include:
Two daughters — Virginia Hillard

(husband: Jerry), Galion, Ohio, and
Majel Jordan (husband: Russ), Port-
land, Indiana

Fourteen grandchildren and 26
great-grandchildren

She was preceded in death by her
husband; a son, Carl Tucker; and
her siblings, Hubert DeBoy, Gerald
DeBoy, Edwin DeBoy and Lucille
Cook. 

An Eastern Star service will be
held at noon on Friday at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland. Visita-
tion will follow the Eastern Star
service from noon to 2 p.m. at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland. Funeral
services will follow at 2 p.m. on Fri-
day at the funeral home with burial
at Lawndale Cemetery, west of  Deer-
field. 

Memorials may be directed to the
Redkey Chapter of  the Eastern Star
or Muncie Mission. 

Condolences may be expressed at
williamsonspencer.com.

Milton Lotz
Oct. 18, 1932-May 13, 2021

Milton B. “Milt” Lotz, 88, of  Mon-
ticello passed away at 11:45 p.m.
Thursday, May 13, 2021, at White
Oak Health Campus.

He was born on Oct. 18, 1932, in
Portland, Indiana, to the late Lester
“Les” and Lois (Buckmaster) Lotz.
He married the for-
mer Ida Pearl Brown
on Sept. 10, 1960, in
the United Methodist
Church in Portland
and she preceded him
in death on April 18,
2012.

Milt was a 1950
graduate of  Portland
High School. Milt
enlisted in the United States Navy
in September of  1951 from which he
served until September of  1955 and
was honorably discharged as an
electricians mate first class. He was
a 1959 graduate of  Tri-State College
in Angola (now Trine University),
where he earned his bachelor of  sci-
ence degree in electrical engineer-
ing.

Milt joined Northern Indiana
Public Service Company on Sept. 15,
1959, as a junior engineer. He was
later transferred and worked in
offices in Hammond as a substation
engineer, Michigan City as engi-
neering supervisor of  district engi-
neering, and later back to Monticel-
lo as superintendent of  the Monti-
cello district. In June of  1987 he was
promoted to manager of  the Monti-
cello District from which he retired
March of  1993 after a 33-year career
with NIPSCO.

Milt was a member of  Monticello
Jaycees where he served in all
offices and was a past president. He
served as president of  the Monticel-
lo Community Recreation and
Swimming Pool. Milt was a Ham-
mond Jaycees member, Calumet
region Toastmaster Club, Dunes
chapter of  Professional Engineers,
Michigan City Chapter of  Kiwanis
Club and Monticello Kiwanis Club.
He was a member of  the American

Legion, Monticello Chamber of
Commerce, Monticello Industrial
Foundation and Lake Shafer Wel-
fare Association. Milt was a Boy
Scouts of  America council and advi-
sor. He was president of  Twin Lakes
School Board from 1985 to 1988 and
vice president from 1983 to 1985.
Milt served as trustee of  the Monti-
cello United Methodist Church
finance committee, board of  direc-
tors of  the State and Savings Bank,
and on the board of  advisors at the
Monticello Banking Center. Milt
was a judge for electrical 4-H proj-
ects at the White County Fair. He
served on the Twin Lakes School
Corporation Wage Council for
building projects.

Milt created and established the
Shafer and Freeman Lakes Environ-
mental Conservation Corporation,
which served the purposes of  clean-
ing, maintaining, improving the
lakes and protecting the economies
of  Monticello and surrounding
areas. It was later donated by NIP-
SCO and became the SFLECC. 

He is survived by his children,
Teresa A. (Brian) Shaffer of  Monti-
cello, Michael V. (Sarah) Lotz of
Monticello and Eric W. Lotz of
Lafayette; sister-in-law Helen (Jack)
Rouch of  Portland; companion
Donna Carr of  Monticello; grand-
children Christopher George
Manis, Joseph Buckmaster Manis,
Scott Dylan Manis, Katie Joan Lotz,
Levi Michael Lotz, Tessa Mae Lotz,
Lia Marie Lotz and Tanner Zane
Lotz; step-grandchildren Kevin
Ryan Shaffer and Kimberly Ann
Shaffer; and great-grandchildren
Brailyn Rae Catherine Manis, Eli-
jah Dylan Doughty Manis, Trey
Christopher Manis, Calleigh Jo
Manis and Brynn Marie Manis.

He was also preceded in death by
a brother, Meredith J. Lotz; and sis-
ters, Harriett Adair and Lois Jane
England.

Visitation will be from noon until
the time of  services celebrating
Milt’s life at 2 p.m. Saturday, May 22,
2021, at Springer-Voorhis-Draper
Funeral Home of  Monticello. Close
family friend Rick Forrester will
officiate services. 

Funeral services will also be
streamed live at 2 p.m. Saturday,
May 22, 2021, at
webcasts.lifetributes.com/1138409
and will be available for 70 days
thereafter.

Private burial will be in Hughes
Cemetery.

Memorial contributions may be
given to the Paralyzed Veterans of
America or to Wounded Warriors.
Envelopes will be available at the
funeral home or donors may send
contributions directly to the charity
of  choice listed if  more convenient.

Family and friends are encour-
aged to share a photo, a memory, or
a message of  condolence at
springerfuneralhome.com.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of  residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

SERVICES
Thursday

Chrisman, Cheryl: 10 a.m.,
Bryant Wesleyan Church, 209 S.
Hendricks St., Bryant.

Barcus, Mabeline: 11 a.m.,
Union Chapel Church, 6200 N.
375 West, Bryant.

Friday
Huntsman, Patsy: 1 p.m.,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Tucker, Majel: 2 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Saturday
Lotz, Milton: 2 p.m.,

Springer-Voorhis-Draper Funer-
al Home, 202 S. Illinois St., Mon-
ticello.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

Obituaries

Barcus

Lotz

Tucker

By TOM DAVIES
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Abortion
rights groups asked a federal
judge on Tuesday to block a new
Indiana law that would require
doctors to tell women undergoing
drug-induced abortions about a
disputed treatment for potential-
ly stopping the abortion process.

The lawsuit filed with the U.S.

District Court in Indianapolis
argues that the requirement
would confuse patients and
increase the stigma associated
with obtaining an abortion, while
also forcing doctors to give what
they regard as dubious medical
information. The groups want a
judge to block the new so-called
“abortion reversal” law from tak-
ing effect as scheduled in July.

Republican Gov. Eric Holcomb
last month signed the bill, which
GOP legislators argued would
ensure that a woman had infor-
mation about halting a medica-
tion-induced abortion if  she
changes her mind after taking
the first of  the two drugs used in
the procedure and takes another
drug instead.

The lawsuit maintains the

requirement wrongly singles
out doctors providing abortion
drugs and their patients.

“No other healthcare
providers are required to inform
their patients about experimen-
tal medical interventions, the
safety and efficacy of  which are
wholly unsupported by reliable
scientific evidence, and no other
patients are required to receive

such information as a condition
of  treatment,” the lawsuit said.

Six states already have similar
requirements in place, while
such laws in North Dakota,
Oklahoma and Tennessee have
been blocked by legal chal-
lenges, according to the
Guttmacher Institute, a research
group that supports abortion
rights.

Continued from page 1
Fort Recovery’s water

tower will be receiving
some maintenance repairs,
including another clean-
ing, new paint and a ure-
thane coating over the
entire tower, Diller said.
The project will cost about

$45,000, and the coating
will last about 10 to 15
years.

Council approved a
request from Fort Recovery
Local Schools to close Fre-
mont Street between
Williams and Wagoner
streets between 11 a.m. and

3 p.m. Friday for the high
school’s “seniorfest” activi-
ties.

It also approved a
request submitted by Matt
Wendel to close a section of
Black Eagle Drive for a pri-
vate party starting at 3 p.m.
July 31.

Purchase ...

Today
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Thursday
6 p.m. — Redkey Town

Council, park cabin, 200
S. Mooney St.

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, com-
missioners’ room,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

3:30 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Solid Waste Manage-
ment District, 5948 W.
Indiana 67, Portland.

4 p.m. — 10 a.m. —
Portland Board of
Works special meeting,
council chambers, fire
station, 1616 N. Franklin
St.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................6.79
Wheat......................76.62

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................6.93
June corn ................6.93

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................6.78
June corn ................6.78
Beans ......................15.74
June beans ............15.74
Wheat ...................... 6.71
June wheat.............. 6.71

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................6.73
June corn ................6.73
Beans ......................15.64
Sept. beans ............13.16
Wheat ...................... 6.71

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.75
June corn ................6.78
Beans ......................15.44
June beans ............15.44
Wheat ......................6.36
July wheat................6.36

Lotteries

On May 19, 1967, the
Soviet Union ratified a
treaty with the United
States and Britain, ban-
ning nuclear and other
weapons from outer
space as well as celestial
bodies such as the moon.
(The treaty entered into
force in October 1967.)

In 1536, Anne Boleyn,
the second wife of  Eng-
land’s King Henry VIII,
was beheaded after being
convicted of  adultery.

In 1913, California
Gov. Hiram Johnson
signed the Webb-Hartley
Law prohibiting “aliens
ineligible to citizenship”
from owning farm land, a
measure targeting Asian
immigrants, particularly
Japanese.

In 1920, ten people
were killed in a gun bat-
tle between coal miners,
who were led by a local
police chief, and a group
of  private security
guards hired to evict
them for joining a union
in Matewan, a small

“company town” in West
Virginia.

In 1943, in his second
wartime address to the
U.S. Congress, British
Prime Minister Winston
Churchill pledged his
country’s full support in
the fight against Japan;
that evening, Churchill
met with President
Franklin D. Roosevelt at
the White House, where
the two leaders agreed on
May 1, 1944, as the date
for the D-Day invasion of
France (the operation
ended up being launched
more than a month later).

In 1971, a sudden
storm created chaos in
Jay County, with limbs
strewn all over. A limb
fell on a moving vehicle
on Meridian Street and
lightning struck a tree at
210 E. Water St.

In 2019, “Game of
Thrones” aired its 73rd
and final episode on
HBO, with a record-set-
ting number of  viewers.

—AP and The CR

CR almanac
Thursday

5/20
Friday
5/21

Saturday
5/22

Sunday
5/23

Monday
5/24

84/63 86/63 87/65 88/66 87/66
Summer-

like weather
is setting in
as the high
climbs to 84
degrees
under mostly
sunny skies.

Expect a
high tempera-
ture of 87
under mostly
sunny skies.

Mostly
sunny skies
are in the fore-
cast again
with a high of
88.

Expect
mostly sunny
skies again
with a high of
86.

The high
temperature
will be 87
under mostly
sunny skies.

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$201 million

Mega Millions
03-05-56-61-66
Mega Ball: 4
Megaplier: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$475 million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 2-3-6
Daily Four: 6-7-9-0
Evening
Daily Three: 7-6-2
Daily Four: 7-4-3-9
Quick Draw: 03-05-10-

11-12-15-16-26-27-30-40-41-
45-46-51-62-66-70-76-80

Cash 5: 06-07-22-26-41
Estimated jackpot:

$127,500

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 5-4-2
Pick 4: 0-0-3-9
Pick 5: 8-2-9-5-6
Evening
Pick 3: 7-4-4
Pick 4: 3-7-2-1
Pick 5: 8-2-9-5-6
Rolling Cash: 01-08-14-

18-26
Estimated jackpot:

$172,000

Judge asked to block new abortion law



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday at Harmo-
ny Cafe, 121 N. Meridian St. 

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-

nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call Pastor Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.

STRESS AND ANXIETY
CLASS — Meets each
Wednesday at 2nd Chance
at Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland. For
more information, call

(206) 726-9625 or (260) 703-
0534.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Thursday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

SENIOR CITIZENS
CARD CLUB — Will meet
at 1 p.m. on the first, sec-
ond, third and fifth Thurs-
day of  each month at Jay
Community Center.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winchester,

in community room 1. For
more information, call
Kimberly Sibery at (765)
964-6075 or Nikki Bosworth
at (765) 584-6452.

EN AVANT CLUB —
Meets at 1 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month.

ORGAN TRANSPLANT
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet at 3 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month  in
the IU Health Blackford
main conference room.

JAY COUNTY HUMANE
SOCIETY — Will meet at
5:30 p.m. the third Thurs-
day of  each month at Jay
County Public Library. The
public is welcome.

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. the third Thursday of
the month at Portland
Lions Civic Center, 307 W.
100 North. 

Friday
DUNKIRK HISTORICAL

SOCIETY — Is open from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. on the first
and third Friday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113. S. Main St., Dunkirk.

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will meet at
noon Friday, May 21, at Har-
mony Cafe in Portland.

Community Calendar

Joshua A. Morgan, 32, Indianapo-
lis, and Holly M. Abernathy, 29,
Dunkirk

Dylan I.D. Noles, 28, Portland, and
Sierra I. Sabato, 27, Portland

Andrew P. Wright, 44, Portland,
and Rita C. Lawrence, 38, Portland

Morgan M. Burkhart, 21,
Dunkirk, and Brett A. Rowles, 25,
Dunkirk

Henry D.M. Schwartz, 22,
Bryant, and Elizabeth G.S.
Schwartz, 21, Bryant

Ervin W. Schwartz, 22, Decatur,
and Barbara H. Wickey, 21, Bryant

Ethan N. Myers, 21, Portland,
and Alayna E. Aparicio, 21, Port-
land

Marcus E. Girod, 21, Geneva, and
Ada W. Wickey, 21, Bryant

Faith J. Fisher, 22, Redkey, and
Sean A. Harrison, 23, Winchester

Kendrick L. Brown, 38, Muncie,
and Angela M. Hug, 37, Portland

Sylinda D.M. Elam, 39, Portland,
and Felicia A. Teeter, 40, Portland

Ervin E. Schwartz, 23, Berne, and
Edna L. Wickey, 21, Bryant

Marcus M. Bailey, 35, Portland,
and Alisha L. McClure, 40, Portland

By KWAME DAWES
The insane birds in  

“Almost Forty,” by the
always elo quent and emo-
 tion al ly gen er ous poet,
Ada Limón, seem to be
warn ing of  the com ing of
win ter, but it is time,
real ly, and its pass ing,
that they anthem. 

Yet, Limón finds
strained but nec es sary
com fort in the defi ance
that comes from desir ing
a long life and good
health. She has written

five books of  poetry. She
has been a finalist for the
National Book Award,
the Kingsley Tufts Poetry
Award and the National
Book Critics Circle
Award.

Comfort found
in life’s defiance

Almost Frosty
The birds were being so bizarre today,
we stood static and listened to them insane

in their winter shock of  sweet gum and ash.
We swallow what we won’t say: Maybe

it’s a warning. Maybe they’re screaming
for us to take cover. Inside, your father

seems angry, and the soup’s grown cold
on the stove. I’ve never been someone

to wish for too much, but now I say,
I want to live a long time. You look up

from your work and nod. Yes, but
in good health. We turn up the stove

again and eat what we’ve made together,
each bite an ordinary weapon we wield

against the shrinking of  mouths.

American Life in Poetry
is made possible by The
Poetry Foundation (poetry-
foundation.org), publisher
of  Poetry magazine. It is
also supported by the
Department of  English at
the University of  Nebraska-
Lincoln. Poem copyright

©2018 by Ada Limón,
“Almost Forty” from The
Carrying, (Milkweed Edi-
tions, 2018). Poem reprinted
by permission of  Permis-
sions Company, LLC and
the publisher. Introduction
copyright © 2021 by The
Poetry Foundation.

American
Life in Poetry

Jay County Public
Library is celebrating
military service mem-
bers this month in
honor of  Armed Forces
Day and Memorial Day.

Until Saturday, the
library will collect
items — beef

jerky/meat sticks, pro-
tein bars, snack pack-
ages, card games, puz-
zle books and other
items — for care pack-
ages to be sent to active
duty service members
with a connection to
Jay County. They are

scheduled to be mailed
next week.

Indiana author
Kayleen Reusser will
also visit the library
for three events. She
will speak Thursday
about women who vol-
unteered in the mili-

tary during World War
II, Monday about the D-
Day invasion and Tues-
day about her inter-
views with seven men
who were captives of
German and Japanese
forces. All three events
will begin at 6:30 p.m.

JCPL celebrates military service

DEAR ABBY: My brother
“Patrick” and I have known
“Bobby” for about 20 years. Patrick
is closer friends with him because
they live in the same town. Recently,
we found out that Bobby’s best
friend was arrested for child
pornography. While Bobby knew
nothing about this before the
arrest, he still wants to support his
friend. 

I told Patrick he will no longer be
welcome in my home (I host for all
the holidays) if  he doesn’t cut off
all contact with Bobby. My brother
says I’m being too harsh because
you can disapprove of  someone’s
behavior and still be a friend. I
think that child pornography is
morally and ethically wrong and
there is no middle ground here.
What do you think? Should Bobby
have a seat at our table? (He has no
other living family.) — NOT WEL-
COMED IN THE EAST

DEAR NOT WELCOMED: I do
not think you should excommu-
nicate your brother because of
something Bobby’s friend did. I
believe the Bible says that while
you can hate the sin, you should
still love the sinner, and that is
what Bobby is doing. If  you wish
to check the reference, you may
discover you have a copy some-

where in your home. You can
review that chapter with your
brother at your holiday table.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I am 35, and my

boyfriend is 31. We met at work and
moved in together. It has been five
years now and still no proposal. I
thought we were on the same page,
but he just purchased a brand-new
muscle car and is only concerned
about that, buying new sneakers (he
has a sneaker obsession) and mak-
ing more money. I currently share a
rental lease with him and am con-
sidering going my separate way in
three months, mainly because he is
complacent and our relationship
has become stagnant. It is going
nowhere. Please help. — HOPED
FOR MORE IN PENNSYLVANIA

DEAR HOPED FOR MORE:
Getting to know someone takes
time. Be glad you have realized
this man isn’t husband material

before you wasted more time
waiting for him to mature. Hang
in there until the lease is up,
then move resolutely on, parting
I hope, as “friends.”

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I have been married

to my best friend since I was 15. I am
now 50. I have never had an orgasm.
I want to experience one so badly
that I am willing to cheat. We have
talked about our sex life, and how it
has not been satisfying for me.
Please tell me what I can do. —
MISSING IT IN INDIANA

DEAR MISSING: Before look-
ing for sexual fulfillment outside
your marriage, you and your
husband should ask your doctor
for a referral to a sex therapist.
You both married very young,
and he may never have learned
how to please a woman. This
does not mean he isn’t capable of
learning. Frankly, because you
have never experienced an
orgasm, YOU may need some
coaching or some “pointers.” 

••••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abigail

Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at DearAbby.com or P.O.
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Marriage licenses

Host is ready to ban brother
Dear
Abby
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Monday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

JAY COUNTY DUST 
CONTROL PROGRAM 

(400 Ft. Minimum)
Cost. .. $0.625 per foot

Must come to Jay County Highway Dept. to

2) Specify dust control location &
specify footage

3) Make payment to the
Jay County Highway Dept.

ONE APPLICATION ONLY 
DEADLINE: May 21, 2021

LAST DAY FOR PAYMENT 
PAYMENT MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE

Jay County Highway Department 
1035 E 200N 

PORTLAND, INDIANA 47371

For More Information, 
call 726-8701 

FOUNDATIONTHE PORTLAND 

The Portland Foundation seeks an experienced 
and energetic person to join our team as

ensure effective communication in all aspects of donor relations

• Excellent computer and telephone techniques

• Excellent written and oral communication skills

The position will be 30 hours per week with competitive 

 Send resume to Doug Inman, Executive Director, 
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Ray Cooney’s words echoed in
my head as I went out the door.

“You do this every year,” he
said.

An exaggeration? Sure.
But there was an element of

truth in what he said.
My wife and I tend to get a lit-

tle premature when it comes to
spring and baseball.

In part, that’s because her
birthday falls close on the calen-
dar to opening day.

The first 10 days of  April roll
around, and we’re ready to hear
the crack of  the bat.

Unfortunately, when the first
10 days of  April roll around, our
snow shovels are as likely to be
as active as any team’s bats.

Yes, we’ve attended early sea-
son baseball in the snow.

More than once.
At one memorable Indianapo-

lis Indians game, the two of  us
along with daughter Sally and

now son-in-law Ben were fea-
tured on the Jumbotron. Why?
Because there were so few peo-
ple crazy enough to be in the
stands.

On at least two occasions —
once when we were playing host
to a visiting Russian friend and
once when our grandsons were
visiting from Boston — the
weather was so crappy and so
wintry that nobody took to the
field.

And then there was an open-
ing-week Cincinnati Reds game
to celebrate Connie’s birthday
when the weather was not only
miserable but I became the tar-

get for a pigeon. I still remember
the “splat” sound when it hit my
shoulder and the chorus of
“ooooh” from the folks seated
behind us.

But this year, I told myself,
would be different.

COVID-19 was a factor in that.
While we had made a couple
Portland Rockets games last
summer, there was no season for
the Fort Wayne TinCaps or the
Indy Indians. And Major League
Baseball was essentially played
in the Twilight Zone.

With every hint that spring
might finally arrive, I started
thinking baseball.

When I checked the TinCaps
website and saw there was no
information on the 2021 season, I
grew frustrated and contacted
Brent Haring. Brent’s the group
sales ticket guru for the Tin-
Caps, and he’s been a familiar
face in Jay County over the
years.

He got back to me almost

immediately and brought me
down to earth.

The problem, as Brent
explained it, was that under the
ever-changing COVID restric-
tions, the “bowl” of  Parkview
Stadium would be limited to 25%
occupancy.

And more than 25% of  those
seats had already been sold to
season ticket holders — season
ticket holders who didn’t get a
chance to see a single game last
year.

Figuring out how to free up
some seats for sale to the general
public and more casual fans —
we traditionally have gone to
four or five TinCaps games each
year — was incredibly complicat-
ed.

It was a matter of  both diplo-
macy and negotiation.

Still, Brent assured me, they
would figure it out.

In other words, I was told to
cool my jets and be patient. So I
did just that.

When I finally gave in and
checked back on the website, I got
lucky, securing four good seats on
the first-base line with great
sight lines.

A couple of  emails later and
we’d made a date with friends in
Fort Wayne.

The tickets were for a Sunday
afternoon game. They were, in
fact, for a game on Sunday, May 9.

You might remember that day.
It rained. It rained a lot. The

temperature never made it above
41 degrees.

The day before had been per-
fect. The day after was nice.

But the day we had tickets for
was a disaster.

The good news is that the day
was so bad that the game was
canceled and our rain checks
were valid.

Now, if  all goes well, we’ll join
our friends for a Sunday after-
noon in July.

Snow is unlikely to be in the
forecast.

Weather thwarts plans for baseball

Bloomberg Opinion
On May 12, 113 days into

his presidency, Joe Biden
finally sat down with lead-
ers of  the House and Sen-
ate — Chuck Schumer,
Mitch McConnell, Nancy
Pelosi and Kevin
McCarthy. It’s surprising
and disappointing that
this took so long to hap-
pen. Here’s hoping many
more such meetings follow.

Biden invited the lead-
ers of  both parties to the
Oval Office to discuss
infrastructure, taxes and
other issues. He began by
saying, “When I ran, I said
I wasn’t going to be a Dem-
ocratic president, I was
going to be president for
all Americans.” That’s a
promise the country needs
him to keep. Until now,
unfortunately, he has
largely left Republicans
out in the cold.

To win Republican sup-
port for an infrastructure
bill, the president could
have invited McConnell
and McCarthy to help for-
mulate a plan shortly after
his inauguration. Instead,
the White House released
a $2.3 trillion wish list that
it knew stood little chance
of  garnering a single
Republican vote in the
Senate. Allies praised its
scope, which stretched
“infrastructure” to
include expanding access
to long-term care under
Medicaid; this antago-
nized Republicans, who
attacked it relentlessly.
Both sides understood it
was a dead letter. It’s hard
to take any of  this serious-
ly, and six weeks later,
nothing has happened.

No wonder Americans
think poorly of  Washing-
ton.

It’s true that Biden does-
n’t need Republican votes
to pass an infrastructure
bill. The Senate parlia-
mentarian has ruled that
it can be taken up as part
of  budget reconciliation,
with passage requiring
only a simple majority.
But that doesn’t mean
Schumer should try to
ram it through on a party-
line vote with Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris
breaking the tie.

The fact is, Republicans
have good ideas that ought
to be considered, includ-
ing on the topic that will
be the biggest point of
contention: how to pay for
it all. Biden and Democ-
rats want to roll back the
2017 tax cuts and raise
other taxes. That’s a non-

starter for most Republi-
cans. Senator Mitt Rom-
ney has worked with Sena-
tor Shelley Moore Capito
and a group of  20 lawmak-
ers on a counter-proposal
financed partly through
user fees. As Romney said,
“The pay-for ought to
come from people who are
using it. So if  it’s an air-
port, the people who are
flying. If  it’s a port, the
people who are shipping
into the port. If  it’s a rail
system, the people who
are using the rails. If  it’s
highways, it ought to be
gas if  it’s a gasoline-pow-
ered vehicle.”

Capito has said she’s
open to raising the gas tax,
which is long overdue, or
to a charge based on vehi-
cle miles traveled. Utah
has recently begun a VMT
pilot program, which has
the benefit of  generating
revenue even as electric
vehicles become increas-
ingly common. A mix of
user fees and taxes — in
other words, a compro-
mise — would be ideal.

Republican senators
met with Biden on May 13
to discuss these ideas and
called the talks produc-
tive.

Enlisting Republicans
can be helpful to Democ-
rats in other ways, too. For
instance, Schumer could
blame the other side for
ditching Biden’s Medicaid
provision (which belongs
in a health-care bill) and
the president’s proposal to
require that projects use
unionized labor (which
will raise costs). There are
better ways to help work-
ing people than excluding
non-union workers and
reducing the amount of
infrastructure that can be
built and repaired.

The president was right
to campaign as a bridge-
builder. But building
bridges — and roads and
other infrastructure —
requires cooperation, flex-
ibility and pragmatism, as
any engineer will tell you.
To succeed, Biden will
need to keep showing
more of  those virtues, and
not just on taxes and infra-
structure. It’s a worthy
goal for the next hundred
days, and well beyond.

Compromise can
serve the country

By HENRY OLSEN
Special To The Washington Post

Republicans and businesses have
been complaining that workers are
not taking available jobs because
they can make more on unemploy-
ment. As Republican-led states
repeal the federal supplemental
unemployment benefits program, we
will soon know whether this com-
plaint has merit.

Congress adopted the unprecedent-
ed supplement of  state unemploy-
ment benefits in the first COVID-19
relief  bill in March 2020. That provi-
sion gave states the option of  giving
its unemployed citizens an extra $600
a week on top of  the regular state-
financed unemployment check. This
temporary provision expired on July
31, but as the pandemic continued, it
was modified — first by executive
order and twice more by law. Current
law gives unemployed workers a flat,
federally financed $300 a week on top
of  the state payments. This measure
will expire on Sept. 6.

Many Republicans have argued
that this payment creates perverse
incentives. Their logic was simple:
The extra flat benefit plus state-level
check meant many low-wage workers
could earn as much or nearly as
much staying at home than taking a
job. The $300 check alone equaled
$7.50 an hour for someone working a
40-hour week, more than the federal
$7.25 minimum wage. The rest of  the
payments vary by state and depend
on how much people earned before
losing their jobs, but even low-wage
workers in stingy states could expect
to earn at least a significant portion
of  their pre-unemployment wage in
state benefits. If  someone can earn
$10 to $15 an hour whether they sit at
home or go to work, it’s pretty clear
what many rational people would
choose to do.

The weak April unemployment
report brought this debate to a head.
Economists had expected employers
to create roughly 1 million new jobs;

instead, the report showed only
266,000 were added. Democrats
denied that the supplemental bene-
fits were to blame, but data from the
Bureau of  Labor Statistics show that
there were a record-high 8.1 million
job openings in March. BLS data also
show there are only 1.2 unemployed
people for each opening, a figure his-
torically associated with low unem-
ployment and a booming economy. So
there are plenty of  jobs to take; for
some reason, people aren’t taking
them.

Republican-led states are betting
that the federal supplements are the
reason. By Monday, five red
states –– Alabama, Arkansas, Missis-
sippi, Montana and South Caroli-
na –– had announced that they were
pulling out of  the federal program.
That number has grown to at least
16, including the large states of  Geor-
gia, Ohio and Arizona. The details
differ in each state, but unemployed
workers in all of  them will stop
receiving their extra $300 a week no
later than mid-July.

Many will replace the unemploy-
ment benefit with a substantial re-
employment bonus. Arizona is
emblematic of  that effort, as Republi-
can Gov. Doug Ducey announced
Thursday. Ducey, who was chief  exec-
utive of  the Cold Stone Creamery ice
cream chain before entering politics,
said unemployed workers whose new
job paid $25 an hour or less can qual-
ify for a $2,000 back-to-work bonus.
He also said the state would provide
three months of  child-care assis-
tance for bonus-eligible workers who
return to work, as well as scholar-

ships for community college or GED
preparation for those who want to
upgrade their skills. Montana also
has a back-to-work bonus for unem-
ployed workers, and Republicans in
Louisiana and the U.S. House have
introduced bills to adopt the idea.

This stampede creates a natural
experiment that will test whether
supplemental benefits are an impedi-
ment to working. If  job openings are
filled faster in states ending their
participation in the program than in
states still participating, we’ll have a
clear case that they are creating a dis-
incentive to work. This should show
up pretty quickly in federal data,
either through decreases in a state’s
unemployment rate, an increase in a
state’s labor force participation rate
or (ideally) both. If  these states don’t
see better results, however, it should
be clear that the benefits were not
significantly affecting employment
decisions.

This experiment’s outcome will
also have a partisan dimension. To
date, no Democratic-controlled state
has suspended its participation in
the federal supplementary benefit
program. If  that continues, and if  the
GOP-led states demonstrate better
employment outcomes, Republicans
will crow that their business-friendly
approach is better for American
workers. That’s not something Presi-
dent Joe Biden will want to hear as
he moves into the midterm elections.
But if  Republican states’ policies
don’t result in more jobs, expect
Democrats to attack Republicans for
being heartless and television news
shows to highlight wrenching per-
sonal stories of  families who lost
their benefits.

We almost never get to see a real-
life test of  an economic theory’s
validity. Republican governors are
giving the country that test now;
much rides on the outcome.

••••••••••
Olsen is a senior fellow at the Ethics

and Public Policy Center.

Answer will come soon

Back 
in the
Saddle

Guest
Editorial

Henry
Olsen
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Continued from page 1
Schools received federal funding

through the Elementary and Second-
ary Schools Education Relief  Funds
(ESSER) and the federal Coronavirus
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security
Act, which have both been used to off-
set expenses, Knapke said. She noted
the school received about $60,000
from ESSER funds and about $45,000
from the CARES Act. Those monies
were used for technology, cleaning
and other coronavirus-related mate-
rials. 

Another two rounds of  ESSER
funds, about $229,000 and $515,000, are
expected in the future, she added,
although Knapke did not include
those figures in the forecast.

“Nothing’s been told at this time as
to what is going to happen with our
state funding, so we are keeping our
state funding pretty much flat
throughout the forecast,” she said.

Knapke also noted a few upcoming
changes, including that employees
will begin paying 12% of  their insur-
ance costs starting in January and
13% in January 2023. (At present,
staff  pay 10%.)

Board members approved a con-
tract with Fort Recovery Education
Association effective August 1
through July 31, 2024. According to a
press release from the board, the
association –– which represents
about 46 members –– and school
board agreed to a 1.9% salary
increase for teachers and counselors
in August 2021 and 2022, and a 2.2%
salary increase starting in August
2023. There were also other changes
in areas such as health care benefits
and use of  personal leave, according
to the release. 

The school board authorized Knap-
ke and Brown to enter into an agree-

ment with Navigate 360, a safety plan-
ning and monitoring program. The
emergency management suite offers
digital safety plan charts, which can
be accessed via mobile devices.
Brown indicated this can be helpful to
teachers so they can have access to
needed plans anywhere.

Along with an interactive map and
360-degree photos of  each room in the
building, it also can create safety
plans –– Fort Recovery Local Schools’
safety plans will need to be reviewed
and re-approved in 2022 –– and it
offers a place for officials to upload
safety drill information.

In other news, board members
Anne Guggenbiller, Jake Knapke,
Greg LeFevre, Don Wendel and Nick
Wehrkamp:

•Learned from elementary school
principal Kelli Thobe that the school
is nearly maxed out of  its preschool
registration for next year with 99 stu-
dents (it can register 100 total). 

•Heard about several construction
projects slated for the summer,
including resurfacing the high school
parking lot and replacing carpets or
pouring floor treatments in several
elementary and middle school areas.
Also, about 20 new internet switches
and 90 new access points will be
added for the upcoming school year.

•Authorized an agreement between
the school and Rehabilitative Servic-
es Inc. of  Coldwater for athletic train-
ers, physical therapists and other cer-
tified personnel from July 1 through
June 30, 2022.

•Approved a contract with West
Central Ohio Assistive Technology
Center for July 1 through June 30,
2022. Brown explained its services are
used mainly for special education
purposes such as those with visual
impairments.

•Renewed or entered contracts
with the following staff: elementary
principal Kelli Thobe, building
maintenance and custodial supervi-
sor Kevin Will, district technology
coordinator Ryan Fullenkamp, soph-
omore class advisor Julie Billenstein
and substitute bus driver Tim Smith
for the 2021-22 school year; also Ryan
Thien as high school softball head
coach, Carrie Schoen as high school
softball varsity assistant coach,
Mandy Gerlach as junior high girls
basketball head coach, Kim
Niekamp as junior high track head
coach, Bob Heitkamp as junior high
track assistant coach, Bob Leverette
as the assistant boys basketball
coach and Alan Evers as the assis-
tant junior high boys basketball
coach. (Board members chose to
table hiring Charlie Vasey as high
school assistant track coach and
Brian Patch as the high school assis-
tant baseball coach until the head
coaches for each sport were hired.)

•Hired Holly Gann for help transi-
tioning with the current
athletic/transportation director
from Monday through July 31 on an
as-needed basis. She’ll be paid $278
per day with a limit of  eight days
total.

•Approved an overnight FFA offi-
cer retreat to Marysville June 1 and
2, and an overnight Ohio FFA camp
field trip to Camp Muskingum in
Carrollton from July 7 through 11.

•OK’d bus driver Mo Johnson to
switch from an afternoon route to a
morning and afternoon route start-
ing in August.

•Accepted nearly $720 in dona-
tions, including a $500 donation from
the VFW Post 6515 for the new mid-
dle school auditeria audio equip-
ment.

Continued from page 1
There were 24 tables set

up around the school’s
commons area for local
industries to interview
with juniors and seniors.
Two stations with repre-
sentatives from May
Financial and First Mer-
chants Banks were also
set up for students to
practice interview skills
without hiring expecta-
tions.

“If  we get just a couple
of  students hired and we
get interview experience
for the rest, I consider it a
win,” said Jay County
Development Corpora-
tion executive director
Travis Richards. A sum-
mer job could transition
into a long-term position,
he said, which is how he
started his career. 

Richards worked for
Body Company in Union
City each summer while
in high school and transi-
tioned to its sister compa-
ny, Workhorse, after the
factory closed. Once he
graduated from college,
Richards started at the
industry as a full-time
worker.

“You might have an
opportunity like that for
somebody here,” he said.

And while the focus is
on industries, all local
businesses are welcome
to attend, Richards
added.

Jeremy Freel, produc-
tion manager at Sonoco
Protective Solutions, has
a background in teach-
ing. He worked for 10
years as a physical educa-
tion teacher and athletics
director at the Indiana
School for the Blind and
Visually Impaired. Freel
shared excitement Tues-
day to be spending time
with students again.

“I think this is where
we need to focus a lot of
the attention –– at the
school level,” Freel said.

Businesses all over Jay
County are hiring. Sever-
al companies at the event
expressed interest in hir-
ing seniors –– or even
juniors as part-time help
–– to fill vacancies. The
event drew attention
from beyond Jay County,
with senior engineer
Dave Lochtefeld of  Celi-
na Aluminum Precision
Technology in Ohio
among the particpants. 

“There’s no workers
left over there, so we’ll go
wherever we have to try
and find help,” said
Lochtefeld. 

Brenda Funk, human
resources manager at
Motherson Sumi Systems
Limited (MSSL) of  Port-
land, had several stu-
dents visit her table
Tuesday. She compli-
mented juniors and sen-
iors on their interview
skills.

In this setting, she
explained, she wasn’t
looking for resumes but
instead asked questions
about which courses each
student has taken, such
as trade classes, and
about part-time jobs they
have worked. MSSL is
currently working to fill
50 open positions.

Because it’s the first
time Jay County has ever
hosted the event, Love
explained, he plans to
learn and improve it
moving forward. He’s

thinking about combin-
ing Signing Day with
Manufacturing Day in
the fall when students
have the opportunity to
visit local industries. It
was also canceled
because of  the ongoing
pandemic.

“We’re trying to get the
COVID cobwebs off  and
get things back to some-
what of  a normal rou-
tine,” Love said.

He hopes to start plan-
ning for Jay County Sign-
ing Day at the beginning
of  the school year to get
more students excited
and make more parents
aware of  it. Even college-
bound students, he
added, have the potential
to make connections for a
future career.

He referenced senior
Mitchell Winner, who
interviewed with POET
Biorefining general man-
ager Adam Homan. Win-
ner is planning to study
computer science in col-
lege.

“That applies to a lot of
these places,” Love
explained. “Computer
science, you don’t neces-
sarily immediately think,
‘Oh, I can go work at
POET,’ but they have peo-
ple that do that. I’m just
trying to show them
there’s more opportunity
here than (they) may
think.”

Minnich Poultry opera-
tions manager Matt Min-
nich said Signing Day is a
good opportunity for
local industries to intro-
duce themselves to young
adults. Sometimes stu-
dents may be a great fit
for a company (and vice
versa) but don’t know of
each other yet, he added. 

“I think they have the
potential,” he said.
“We’ve just got to help
them see it.”

Senior Dominic Huff-
man said he was possibly
interested in working at
MSSL or Minnich Poul-
try. The 18-year-old noted
he would make a higher
salary at either facility
than from his current
part-time position.

Another senior, Rieley
Brewster, plans to attend
Ball State University in
the fall to study elemen-
tary education. She prac-
ticed interviewing dur-
ing the event Tuesday.

And although she does-
n’t plan on picking up a
part-time position this
summer, she is thinking
about looking into a job
when she’s on break from
college in the next few
years.

“I thought it was a very
good opportunity for all
high school students to
get out there,” Brewster
said.

By TOM DAVIES
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Indiana
will drop out of  the federal pro-
gram providing an extra $300 in
weekly payments to unem-
ployed workers and other pro-
grams that expanded unem-
ployment benefits during the
COVID-19 pandemic, the gover-
nor announced Monday.

The changes taking effect
June 19 could cut off  or reduce
unemployment benefits to more
than 220,000 people. Republican
Gov. Eric Holcomb signed an
executive order last week that
reinstates a requirement that
those receiving unemployment
benefits will again have to show
they are actively searching for
work as of  June 1.

The changes come as many
businesses blame the extra $300
weekly payment and the ease of
obtaining unemployment bene-

fits with making it more diffi-
cult to fill job openings.

At least a dozen other states
led by Republican governors
have already announced they
will stop paying the extra $300
benefit as soon as June or July.

Indiana is also ending its par-
ticipation in a federal program
that made gig workers and the
self-employed eligible for assis-
tance for the first time and
another that provides extra
weeks of  aid. 

Holcomb said jobs are avail-

able around the state and point-
ed to Indiana’s 3.9% unemploy-
ment rate for April, which was
down from the pandemic peak
of  16.9% a year earlier.

“I am hearing from multiple
sector employers that they
want and need to hire more
Hoosiers to grow,” Holcomb
said in a statement. 

The $300 payments have more
than doubled Indiana’s average
$280 weekly unemployment
payment, which has a maxi-
mum of  $390 a week. Indiana

has had nearly 170,000 people
collecting the extra $300 pay-
ments, according to the state’s
Department of  Workforce
Development. 

As of  late April, about 123,000
Indiana residents were receiv-
ing payments from the federal
program for gig workers and
the self-employed who lost
income during the pandemic,
according to federal reports.
About 67,000 people from Indi-
ana were collecting benefits
under the federal program

extending payments beyond the
previous 26-week limit of
unemployment benefits.

Republican legislative lead-
ers have urged Holcomb to
withdraw Indiana from those
federal programs.

The governor’s order from
last week means that those
seeking unemployment bene-
fits must submit a weekly
report on their job-seeking
efforts, which can include
applying for work, attending
job fairs or participating in
state workshops.

An analysis by Bank of
America economists found that
people who had earned up to
$32,000 in their previous jobs
can receive as much or more
income from jobless aid. Some
unemployed people say the
extra benefit allows them to
take more time to look for work,
which can make hiring harder. 

Outlook ...

‘Signing’ ...

Indiana ending enhanced benefits
State will eliminate extra $300

in weekly unemployment June 19

‘I think they
have the
potential.
We’ve just
got to help

them see it.’
—Matt Minnich,
Minnich Poultry

The Commercial Review/Jack Ronald

Planting preparation
John Goodrich (left), Rob Weaver (center) and Travis Richards of Portland Rotary Club work

together on the process of bagging trees Saturday morning for distribution to fourth graders again
this year. The club has been providing trees to students annually for about 40 years.

Bringing
baritone

Issac LeFevre sings a solo
during the “Let’s Groove”
song at the Fort Recovery
Local Schools choir concert
Sunday. LeFevre received a
superior rating in Baritone
Class C in the Ohio Music
Education Association District
III Solo and Ensemble event
this year. 
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4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available! Get
GotW3 with lightning fast
speeds plus take your
service with you when
you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-877-327-
0930
ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $340.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
AT&T TV - The Best of
Live & On-Demand On
All Your Favorite
Screens. CHOICE Pack-
age, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Pre-
mium Channels at No
Charge for One Year!
Anytime, anywhere.
Some restrictions apply.
W/ 24-mo. agmt (TV
price higher in 2nd year.)
Regional Sports Fee up
to $8.49/mo. is extra &
applies. Call IVS 1-844-
412-9997
ATTENTION: OXYGEN
Users! Gain freedom
with a Portable Oxygen
Concentrator! No more
heavy tanks and refills!
Guaranteed Lowest
Prices! Call the Oxygen
Concentrator Store: 866-
770-6849
BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution. Call
for Your Free Author`s
Guide 1-888-965-1444
or visit http://dorrancein-
fo.com/hoosier

COMPUTER ISSUES?
GEEKS ON SITE pro-
vides FREE diagnosis
REMOTELY 24/7 SERV-
ICE DURING COVID19.
No home visit necessary.
$40 OFF with coupon
86407! Restrictions apply.
888-715-8176
DENIED SOCIAL Security
Disability? Appeal! If
you’re 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attorneys
can help get you
approved! No money out
of pockets! Call 1-855-
995-4758
DIAGNOSED WITH
LUNG CANCER? You
may qualify for a substan-
tial cash award. NO Obli-
gation, NO risk! We’ve
recovered millions. Let us
help you!! Call 24/7, 844-
284-4920
DIRECTV - Watch your
favorite live sports, news
and entertainment any-
where. More top premium
channels than DISH.
Restrictions apply. Call
IVS - 1-888-885-8931
DISH Network. $64.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo.
(where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100 Visa
Gift Card. FREE Voice
Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL
Devices. Call today! 1-
855-551-9764
DONATE YOUR CAR TO
CHARITY! FAST FREE
PICKUP-24 HR
RESPONSE! Help Chil-
dren in Need, Support
Breast Cancer Educa-
tion/Prevention or Veter-
ans. Tax Deduction 844-
820-9099
EARTHLINK HIGH
Speed Internet. As Low As
$49.95/month (for the first
3 months.) Reliable High
Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call
Earthlink Today 1-855-
977-7069
GUARANTEED LIFE
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy will
only be cancelled for non-
payment. 833-535-1043

HIGH-SPEED INTER-
NET. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing,
availability to find the
best service for your
needs. Starting at
$39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-
961-0666
LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-
gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call
Now 833-226-3105
LOOKING TO SELL your
Home? Save time &
money, connect with the
Top Agents in your area
to get more MONEY and
close FASTER! Call 317-
854-9781
NEED HELP with Family
Law? Can’t Afford a
$5,000 Retainer?
www.familycourtdirect.co
m/Family/Law - Low Cost
Legal Services - Pay As
You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help
Now! Call 1-888-417-
4602 Mon-Fri 7am to 4
pm PCT
NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894
NEW STARTING Base
Pay - .60 cpm w/ option
to make .70 cpm for
Class A CDL Flatbed
Drivers, Excellent Bene-
fits, Home Weekends,
Call 800-648-9915 or
www.boydandsons.com
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
SMART HOME Installa-
tions? Geeks on Site will
install your WIFI, Door-
bells, Cameras, Home
Theater Systems &
Gaming Consoles. $20
OFF coupon 42537!
(Restrictions apply) 855-
668-0067
WESLEY FINANCIAL
Group, LLC - Timeshare
Cancellation Experts -
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational pack-
age and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 
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Wednesday, May 19, 2021

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

ROD PENROD, LICENSED AGENT

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Drug Plans
Medicare Advantage
Senior Life Insurance

Local Agent

260-418-9492

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Hi and Lois

Agnes

Rose is Rose

Peanuts

SPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

Beetle Bailey

Snuffy Smith

Blondie

Funky Winkerbean

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

READ  THE CR
THEN RECYCLE

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com



30 30 LOST, STRAYED
OR FOUND

OST, STRAYE   D OR
90 SALE CALENDAR

OST, STRAYE   D OR
90 SALE CALENDAR

190 FARMERS
110 HELP WANTED 110 HELP WANTED

190 FARMERS                       

190 FARME            RS
200 FOR RENT

190 FAR           MERS
200 FOR RENT

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane socie-
ty can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We cannot
be responsible for more
than one days incorrect
copy. We try hard not to
make mistakes, but they
do happen, and we may
not know unless you call
to tell us. Call before
12:00 pm for corrections.
The Commercial Review,
309 W Main, Portland,
Indiana 260-726-8141. 

50 RUMMAGE SALES

BARN SALE 3167 E 200
S, Wed, Thurs, Fri. 9-6,
Sat 9-2 Primitives, Wom-
ens name brand small,
4XL, Harley  
926 W 7TH PORTLAND
Thurs-Fri 8-6, Sat 8-?.
Crocks, Pottery, Jewelry,
XL Adult clothing, Tools,
Fishing, Barrow Fan. 260-
726-4086 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exteri-
or remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations. 260-
726-5062, leave mes-
sage. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing and
Alterations, Quilts, Baby
Blankets, Fleece Blan-
kets, Appliqué, Zippers,
Hemming, Memory T-
Shirt, Special Orders
260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing seam
metal roofs. When Quality
Counts, Count On US. A
company you can trust.
Member of the BBB. New
Installation and repairs.
Call Rodney Thornbury,
owner 765-509-0191 
EVERMAN STUMP
GRINDING LLC STUMP
GRINDING AVAILABLE!
Fully insured! Call for a
free quote today 419-953-
6145

E & M BLACKSMITH
SHOP

10th Annual 
Consignment Auction 
Saturday, June 5, 2021 

8:30 a.m.
2404W 350S, Berne, IN
Horses; Ponies; Horse-
Drawn Machinery; Pro-
duce Equipment; Bug-
gies; Harness Carts;
New Tack Saddles;

Shop Tools; Lawn/Gar-
den Tools; Sausage
Grinder/Stuffers;

New/Used Furniture;
Washing Machines; Hay,

Straw, Firewood. 
Accepting consignments
every evening that week 
from 4pm-8pm and all

day 
Thursday, June 3rd/Fri-
day, June 4th from 7am-

8pm. 
Auctioneers 

John P. Troyer 
AU10900141 
Lonnie Miller 
AU10300135 

Also with J. S. Auctions 
AU10700049 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located at the Jay
County Fairgrounds
Bubp Exhibition Hall 
Saturday Morning May

22,2021
10:00 A. M. 

HOUSEHOLD OLD &
COLLECTOR ITEMS 
Frigidaire front load,
Heavy duty washer &
dryer, 3pc Blonde Oak
bedroom suite, Sleeper
sofas, Sectional sofa,
Dressers w/ mirror,

Jenny Lind baby bed,
Orgasonic organ w/
bench, Panasonic
microwave, Singer

sewing machine in cabi-
net, Cricut machine, Old
English Ironstone set of
dishes, Pyrex cookware,
Easter & Christmas dec-
orations, Cookbooks,
and many other items

not listed. 
TOOLS-LAWN ITEMS
Toro riding mower,

Craftsman 10” radial
arm saw, Cement lawn
decorations, and many
other items not listed.

Loy Auction
AC#31600027 
260-726-2700
Auctioneers 

Gary Loy AU01031608 
Ben Lyons AU10700085 

Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Troy Foust

AU19800068  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, May 22, 2021 

10:00 A.M. 
LOCATION:   9502 N
250 W, Ridgeville, Indi-

ana
Allis Chalmers D-17,
Allis Chalmers B, Allis

Chalmers G,
Allis Chalmers 60 All
Crop Combine, metal
working machinery and
tools, garage items, yard

items,
household, old Marvel

comic books
Go to auctionzip.com
search auctioneer 9332
for full listing and pic-

tures
Mrs. Harold (Ruth)
McCormick,  Owner

Whitey’s
Auction Company

Where the SON shines
at every auction
2 Corinthians 8:21
(765)730-2350
Auctioneers:

Gary M. “Whitey” White
AU19800069
Laci Smitley
AU10600051

SURPLUS AUCTION
Location: Bricker Auction

Building 
414 N Meridian St. Port-

land, IN
Saturday, May 22nd

10:30 AM
This auction will contain
items from The Jay

County Sheriff Depart-
ment, Highway Depart-
ment, and other county
buildings.   This Auction
will be a webcast auc-
tion so you may attend
and bid live or bid online
at www.bidbricker.com.
There will be several
trucks, cars, tools, vin-
tage filing cabinets,
laser, level and more.
Tel: 260-251-4445 
Cell: 260-703-0839

Bricker Auction Compa-
ny

Chad Bricker-Auctioneer
AU11600027 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

CDL OTR DRIVER -
Flexible home times.
2019 Coronado 13 spd /
Cascadia/Auto. Can get
$1500+ weekly. 3 yrs.
CDL exp. req. RGN, SD
exp. helpful. All miles,
drops, downtime, and
weekends paid if out.
Call 260- 273-1245  
THE DUNKIRK PARK
BOARD is accepting
applications for the fol-
lowing position until May
19th, certified life guards.
Applications can be
picked up at the City
Building from 8:00 am -
4:30 pm Monday-Friday.
EOE 

ADVERTISING
ACCOUNT

Representative(s)
Full & Part-Time. 

Seeking a hard-working,
motivated, self-starter
with a winning attitude
who enjoys a challenge
and will attract new

clients to print and digi-
tal media. 

Responsibilities: Devel-
op and manage revenue
producing relationships
with current clients and
agencies. Prospect for
new business and build
a full pipeline of sales
products. Analyze client
marketing goals and
develop needs based
solutions to achieve
them. Qualifications:

Strong problem solving
and analytical skills.
Have basic computer
skills. Be able to work
on a deadline. Have
good communications
skills. Be organized and
have a positive attitude.
Be able to pay attention

to detail. 
Have reliable transporta-

tion & valid driver
license.

Prior experience with
digital & print advertising
sales experience pre-

ferred but not necessary,
we will train. 

Apply in person along
with your resume or mail
in your resume to: The
Commercial Review

PO Box 1049, 
309 W. Main St.,
Portland, IN 47371 

Attn: Business Manager
or e-mail gpcbusi-

ness@embarqmail.com 
RETAIL SALES days,
nights & weekends.
Clean work environment,
good hourly pay. Must be
21 or older. Apply @
Northside Carry Out,
1226 N. Meridian, Port-
land, IN. Attn: Ruth  
AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR DRIVER Prefer
with van. Jacob D. Eich-
er, 8316 N 250 E, Bryant,
IN 47326 
EXPERIENCED SEMI
DRIVER needed in Port-
land, IN. Monday-Friday
dedicated run only,
$0.60/mile, 2500-3000
miles/week. Lots of ben-
efits included. Call
260.251.7839 or email
customerservice@tjx-
pservice.com $2000
SIGN ON BONUS 

CLEANING needing a
cleaning lady 1 day a
week please call 260-
766-1455  
Amish crew looking for a
person to drive and work.
Leave message 260-
750-1004  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 
TRIPLE J FARMS CUS-
TOM BAILING For cus-
tom hay mowing, raking
or bailing and straw for
sale call Joe 260-251-
9271 

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�
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READ  THE CR THEN RECYCLE

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS
You never know

what you might find in
The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to
a new home, to a

new job,
the Classifieds

deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call  
260-726-8141

Public Notice
ORDINANCE 2021-W & S

AN AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE 2020 RELATING TO THE WATER AND SEWAGE
RATES AND GALLON USAGE THE TOWN OF PENNVILLE DOES HEREBY AMEND
THE ORDINANCE 2020 SECTION 1 OF WATER RATES IS HEREBY AMENDED AS
FOLLOWS:
(A) Consumption per Month Rate Per 1,000 Gallons

Next 5,000 $12.39
Next 15,000 $10.30
Next 30 000 $11.47
Next 50,000 $6.16
Over 50,000 $4.13

(B) Minimum Charge
Each User shall pay a minimum charge in accordance with the size of the meter installed,
for which the user will be entitled to the quantity of water set in the metered schedule of
rates. This charge will be for up to 3,000 gallons usage.

Size of Meter
5/8 - 3/4 inch meter $34.49 up to 3,000 gallons
1 inch meter $61.93
1 1 /4 inch meter $113.66
1 1 /2 inch meter $165.40
2 inch meter $289.48

(C) Flat Rate
The minimum flat rate charge per month shall be

$34.49 5/8-3/4" meter up to 3,000 gallons
$61.93 1" meter
$113.66 1 1/4" meter
$165.40 1 1 /2" meter
$289.48 2" meter

based on the size of meter service that you have.
There is no charge to have your service turned off.
(D) Fire Hydrant Rental
Public and private hydrant rental shall be Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) per year.
(E) Tap Charges
A tap charge shall be collected from each customer, prior to connection to the water
system, in an amount sufficient to reimburse the Town for the labor and material
necessary for tapping the main and installation of service from the main to the curb stop
and the cost of furnishing and installing a suitable water meter. The charge for the 5/8" -
3/4" installation shall be in the amount of Four Hundred Dollars ($400 00). The charge for
a 1" or larger service shall be labor and material cost incurred.
(F) Water Deposit
A water deposit in the amount of One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00) shall be collected
from each customer prior to service of the water. Your service starts from the day it is
turned on, be it one day or 30 for the month you will be charged a minimum bill.
A property owners deposit shall be reimbursed after one year of no delinquent payments.
For renters the Deposit Shall be returned to the renter upon payment of all bills and
after moving. After 30 days the deposit shall be be applied to any balance due.
(G) Collection and Deferred Payment Charges
All bills shall be due and payable monthly, and bills unpaid more than 10 days following
the date of billing shall include a collection charge of 10% on the balance of unpaid water
billing. An additional charge of Seventy Five Dollars ($75.00) shall be collected for
turning off or turning on thereafter any water service that is delinquent in payment .
(H) Real Estate Owner Liability
That the owners of all real estate located in the Town of Pennville, Jay County, Indiana
be liable and responsible for the payment of all water services furnished by the Town of
Pennville to the Owners of said real estate.
SECTION 2
All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed, provided,
however that the existing schedule of water rates and charges shall remain in full force
and effect until the schedule of rates and charges fixed by this ordinance shall be
approved by the Pennville Town Council.
SECTION 3
This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by the Pennville
Town Council.
SECTION 3 OF SEWAGE RATES IS HEREBY AMENDED AS FOLLOWS
(A) The quantity of water used per month by all user classes shall be as follows

Quantity of Water Used Rate Per Month Per 1,000 Gallon
Per Month User Debit Total
By All User Classed Charge Service
Next 5,000 gallons $4.48 $2.42 $10.97
Next 15,000 gallons $4.48 $1.64 $10.19
Next 30,000 gallons $4.48 $0.87 $9.42

All over 30,000 gallons $4 48 $0.10 $8.65
Domestic users who do not have a metered municipal supply of water shall be charged a
Flat Rate of $31.43 per month.
(B) The minimum charge for any service where the user is a metered water customer shall
be based on the size of such water meter and shall be as follows

Size of Meter Per Month
5/8 - 3/4 inch meter $22.72
1 inch meter $43.78
1 1 /4 inch meter $62 56
1 1/2 inch meter $93 81
2 inch meter $171 91 school
3 inch meter $281 27
4 inch meter $546 93
6 inch meter $1,093 81

(C) Tap Charge
A tap charge shall be collected from each customer, prior to connection to the sewage
system, in an amount sufficient to reimburse the town for labor and material necessary
for tapping the sewer main to the property line and the cost of furnishing and installing
a suitable sewage system. The charge shall be in the amount of Six Hundred Dollars
$600.00
In all other respects said ordinance shall remain in full force and effect April 6, 2021.
Passed and adopted by the Pennville Town Council, Pennville, Indiana, on the 6th day of
April, 2021
Alicia Corwin 
Town Council President
Millie Ellis
Town Council Member
Tim Smith
Town Council Member
Attest:
Krista M Scholer
Clerk-Treasurer, Town of Pennville
CR 5-19-2021-HSPAYLP

Public Notice
NOTICE TO BIDDERS FOR

THE JAY SCHOOL 
CORPORATION
"Roof Project"

Location: Jay County Jr-Sr
High School
2072 WSR67

Portland, IN 47371
Notice is hereby given, that
the Board of School Trustees
of the Jay School Corporation
(the Owner) will receive
sealed bids for the replace-
ment of two roof sections at
the Jay County Jr-Sr High
School in 2021.
Bids will be accepted at the
Jay School Corporation, Ad-
ministration Office, 414 Flo-
ral Avenue, Portland, IN un-
til 1:00 pm on Wednesday,
June 16, 2021.
The roof specifications and
subsequent inspection of the
roof sections may be ob-
tained by contacting Mark
Myers, Maintenance/ Facility
Director, Jay School Corpo-
ration,(260) 251-0097.
The roof sections scheduled
for replacement are the fol-
lowing:

Bid Item 4A - Roof Section
# 1, Approximately 36,193
sq. ft.
Bid Item 4B - Roof Section#
2, Approximately 6,720 sq.
ft.

The contract will be awarded
to the lowest responsive and
responsible bidder, comply-
ing with the conditions for
bidding, provided the bid is
reasonable and it is the best
interest of the Owner to ac-
cept it. The Owner reserves
the right to reject the bid of
any or all bidders in accor-
dance with Indiana Code 36-
1-12.
Bids not reaching said office
by 1 :00 pm, June 16, 2021 will
not be opened and will be re-
turned unopened to the orig-
inal bidder.

Dated this 19th day of May
2021

Board of School Trustees
The Jay School Corporation
CR/NS 5-19,26-2021 HSPAXLP

Public Notice
The following county operat-
ing claims have been filed
with the Auditors Office And
will be presented to the
Board of Commissioners Jay
County, IN, at the regular ses-
sion on May 24, 2021.
Cardmember Service $92.48
Cleaver Cabling 

& Consulting $155.00
David Fernandez $270.00
Four-U Office 

Supplies Inc $127.43
Progressive Office 

Products $166.62
Ricoh USA $41.20
Ronald May $30.00
Verizon Wireless $30.00
Wells Fargo 

Financial Leasing$143.66
witness my hand and seal of
the Board of Commissioners,
Jay County, IN, Monday, May
24, 2021.
Anna Culy
Jay County Auditor
CR/NS 5-19-2021 Hspaxlp
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Continued from page 8
Curts gave up just one

unearned run on two hits in the
complete-game win. He struck
out 13 and didn’t issue a walk.

Morris also threw seven
innings. He fanned four, walked
one and gave up three earned

runs on six Patriot hits.

Tennis blanked
ALEXANDRIA — Jay Coun-

ty’s girls tennis team came up
empty in a 5-0 loss to the Alexan-
dria-Monroe Tigers on Tuesday.

Grace Brewster lost her No. 1

singles match to Reiley Hiser 6-0,
6-0, and Lyric Garringer fell to
Gracyn Hosier at No. 2 singles 6-
0, 6-2. Brenna Haines dropped a
6-2, 6-1 No. 3 singles contest to
Rylee Pyle.

Jay County’s No. 1 doubles
team of  Madison Dirksen and

Rachel Muhlenkamp lost to Car-
lie Remington and Taylor Stine-
field 6-0, 6-1, while Lauren Dun-
gan and Ally Honeycutt handed
Jay County’s No. 2 doubles
squad of  Lilly Hedges and Holly
Hemmelgarn a 7-6 (7-5), 6-0
defeat.
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Local ...
Local schedule

Today
Jay County — Girls tennis sectional

semifinal vs. Winchester – 5 p.m.; Base-
ball vs. Adams Central – 5 p.m.; JV base-
ball at Adams Central – 5 p.m.;

Fort Wayne TinCaps vs. Lansing
Lugnuts – 7:05 p.m.

Thursday, May 20
Jay County — Boys track sectional at

Muncie Central – 5 p.m.; Girls tennis
sectional final vs. TBA – 5 p.m.; Softball
vs. Northeastern – 5 p.m.

On tap
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Sports
Wednesday, May 19, 2021Grab Thursday’s paper for

coverage of tonight’s
JCHS girls tennis
sectional semifinal

Jay County boys track
sectional is Thursday,

see On tap page 7

By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY — Bulldog
pitchers had a tough time finding the
strike zone.

When they were accurate, the Indi-
ans let the ball fly.

Fort Recovery High School’s base-
ball team exploded for seven hits, four
walks and 15 runs — just in the third
inning — in thrashing the Ada Bull-
dogs 17-1 in five innings during the
Division IV Coldwater District sec-
tional semifinal it hosted on Tuesday.

“Gosh, we just got it rolling,” said
FRHS coach Jerry Kaup. “They
couldn’t throw some strikes and we
did a nice job as a team of  not helping
them.

“We waited on strikes. We hit good
pitches, otherwise we didn’t chase
their pitches out of  the zone. I think
that was key.”

Fort Recovery (9-16), the district’s
No. 6 seed, advances to the sectional
final at 5 p.m. Thursday against No.
5 seed Crestview Knights. The
Knights topped the Indians 5-4 April
3.

Already ahead 2-0 thanks to an
RBI single from Brock Dues in the
first inning and an RBI groundout
from Kendrick Wendel in the sec-
ond, Fort Recovery sent 21 batters to
the plate in the third.

Ryne Post, got the scoring started
with an RBI double and hustled his
way home from second on a wild
pitch after he already got a good
jump trying to steal third. He later
hit a bases-clearing triple to knock
in a game-high four runs, all in the
same inning.

“He did a great job,” Kaup said of
Post. He’s been our best hitter. He
played with some real hustle and

energy scoring from second base on
a wild pitch.

“We were hoping to see a lot more
of  that. He’s a talented young man
and when he plays with that kind of
fire it certainly gets us going.”

After Post’s three-run triple, Dues,
who finished with three stolen bases,
doubled to score the inning’s 10th
run. Derek Lochtefeld later hit a two-
run double, and Wendel recorded his
second RBI. Also in the inning, Cobe
Wendel, Alex Dues and Landon Post
drew bases-loaded walks, and Bo
Thein had an RBI.

Post drew three of  the Tribe’s eight
free passes, and seven of  the nine
spots in the Fort Recovery lineup
scored two runs apiece.

Dillan Evers started for the Indians
and pitched 2 2/3 innings. He gave up
one earned run on five hits with four
strikeouts and a pair of  walks.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

MUNCIE — Elisa Parazzi som-
ersaulted, threw her arms in the
air and ran to celebrate with her
teammates.

Kinsey Shannon looked ques-
tioningly at her coach while
bending over, hands on knees, to
catch her breath.

The reactions were different,
the results the same. Both had
won sectional championships.

Parazzi and Shannon each
earned individual sectional
titles Tuesday as they led the Jay
County High School girls track
team to a third-place finish in the
meet at Delta.

The two victories combined
with four runner-up finishes and
two third-place efforts as the
Patriots scored 99.5 points. (The
top three competitors in each
event advance to the regional
meet.)

“We ran virtually as well as we
could have run,” said JCHS
coach Joe Imel. “Going into it, I
was just trying to get as many
girls as we could to regional. … I
think the girls did a really good
job today.”

Yorktown and Delta each won
five events, with the former scor-
ing 153.5 points to run away with
the title while the host Eagles
placed second with 113.5. Muncie
Central was fourth in the 13-
team field with 73 points.

Parazzi provided the first
thrilling moment of  the evening
for JCHS shortly after dancing to
Michael Jackson’s “Thriller” as
it played over the public address
system. Upon clearing the bar on
her second attempt at 5 feet, 5
inches — Delta’s Rhian Cline,
the only other jumper remain-
ing, would then miss on her third
try — she somersaulted across
the pit, jumped out of  it with
both arms thrown in the air and
feet kicked up and ran to her
teammates.

She had much the same reac-
tion a few minutes later, though
minus the somersault, as she
achieved a new career best on
her third attempt at 5 feet, 6 inch-
es. (In 2019, a jump of  5 feet, 6
inches, was good for fifth at the
state finals.)

“It felt amazing,” said Parazzi,
an exchange student from Italy
who was also seventh in the long

jump. Her best high jump prior
to this season was 5 feet, 3 inch-
es. “I wanted it for such a long
time. When I cleared the bar, it
was like, ‘Oh my God, I really did
it.’”

While Parazzi knew exactly
where she stood in her event,
Shannon was unsure about her
place in the 100-meter dash field.
She had pulled back a bit in the
preliminaries, cruising in with a
time of  13.81 seconds that gave
her the fifth seed and put her in
lane two. So when she hustled
her way down the track in the
finals and crossed the finish line,
she didn’t know if  she had done
enough to knock off  the sprint-
ers several lanes to her right.

An exhausted, questioning
glance at coach Joe Imel con-
firmed that she had.

Shannon was the only runner

to break the 13-second mark, fin-
ishing in 12.97 seconds to take
the top spot ahead of  Yorktown’s
Brooke Miles (13.19). She and
Delta’s Makayla Robles (3,200
run) were the only athletes to
successfully defend their sec-
tional titles from 2019. (The 2020
season was canceled because of
the coronavirus pandemic.)

“My block was on point and
it’s normally a little rough.
That’s what probably helped
me,” said Shannon, who was also
second in the 400 dash and ran a
blistering final leg of  the 4x400
relay to bring the Patriots back
to edge Yorktown for third place
and the final regional berth. “I
feel like I normally stand up too
quick and I just kind of  glided
through the air it felt like.”

Senior Abby Benter earned
Jay County’s only other runner-

up finish on the track, posting a
time of  49.11 in the 300 hurdles.
Caitlyn Campbell of  Winchester
ran away with the sectional title
in 46.96.

The Patriots throwers joined
with Parazzi to give the team a
strong day in the field events.
Sophomore Gabi Bilbrey was the
runner-up in the discus at 100
feet, 3 inches, trailing only York-
town’s Gretchen Moore (103 feet,
10 inches). Kylie Klopfenstein
launched the shot put 36 feet, 5
inches, to finish in the No. 2 spot
behind Winchester’s Anastasia
Von Strauss (38 feet, 3.5 inches).

“This year was our first year
where we have a designated
throws coach for boys and girls,”
said Imel, referencing assistant
coach Brian Miles. “And it has
paid off. We’ve seen some big div-
idends, some gains with our

throwers, both boys and girls.”
Sophia Fugiett, Molly Muh-

lenkamp, Willow Hardy and
Lindy Wood opened the meet
with a third-place finish in the
4x800 relay. Shea Bailey, Makin-
sey Murphy and Benter ran the
first three legs of  the 4x400 relay
before Shannon rallied for the
third-place finish.

The Patriots came up one spot
short of  a regional berth in four
events. Placing fourth were Ben-
ter in the 100 hurdles, Fugiett in
the 800 run, Bailey in the 200
dash and the team of  Bralee Van-
Skyock, Natalie Wehrly, Murphy
and Bailey in the 4x100 relay.

Also scoring points for JCHS
were Wood (fifth – 3,200 run),
Wehrly (fifth – 200 dash), Murphy
(sixth – 300 hurdles), Cash Hol-
lowell (seventh – 100 hurdles)
and Bilbrey (eighth – shot put).

HARTFORD CITY —
Austin Curts and Ethan
Morris were locked in a
dual for six innings.

They combined for 14
strikeouts, only allowed
four hits and walked just
one batter.

Curts kept his domi-
nance going. The Patriots
finally got to Morris.

Three singles and a balk
helped the Jay County High
School baseball team score
three runs in the seventh
inning in a 3-1 win over the
Blackford Bruins on Tues-
day.

Kess McBride hit an RBI
single and Dusty Pearson
knocked in a run to break a

scoreless tie with two outs
in the seventh inning. A
Morris balk allowed the
final run to come home for
the Patriots (11-7). Black-
ford scored in the bottom of
the seventh but couldn’t tie
the game.

Sam Dunlavy led the
JCHS offense with two hits,
and Gavin Myers also had a
single.

See Local page 7

Curts, Patriots
beat Blackford

Elite, repeat
Parazzi sets new career-best to win high jump;
Shannon successfully defends 100-meter title

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School senior Kinsey Shannon crosses the finish line first in the 100-meter dash Tuesday to
successfully defend the sectional title she won in 2019. She and Elisa Parazzi (high jump) accounted for the Patriots' two
wins as the team placed third behind Yorktown and Delta. 

Tribe trounces Bulldogs

The Commercial Review/Chris Schanz

Fort Recovery High School freshman
shortstop Troy Homan throws to second for a force
out during the top of the first inning of the Division IV
sectional semifinal on Tuesday. The Indians beat Ada,
17-1, in five innings.

Local
roundup


