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Leda Mock-Axe, 74, Red-
key

Details on page 2.

Jay County’s high tempera-
ture hit 88 degrees Tuesday.
The low was 68.

There is a chance of  rain
tonight with a low of  55.
Expect mostly sunny skies
Thursday with a high near 78
before possible thunderstorms
in the evening.

See page 2 for an extended
forecast.

Need to fill out a birth
announcement, engagement
or wedding form to have your
special event announced in
the newspaper? They’re now
available electronically. Just
go to thecr.com, hover over
“Forms” and select the form
you’d like to fill out.

Thursday — Results from
tonight’s JCHS baseball sec-
tional opener.

Saturday — Photos from
Fort Recovery’s monument
lighting ceremony.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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Local unemployment
had already returned to
pre-pandemic levels.

Now Jay County has one
of  the lowest rates in the
state.

Coming in with 2.7%
unemployment in April
according to the Indiana
Department of  Workforce
Development estimates
released this week, Jay
County recorded the sev-
enth-lowest unemploy-
ment rate among the
state’s 92 counties.

Adams County had the
lowest rate at 2.1%.

After seeing its unem-
ployment rate climb to as
high as 19.9% in April 2020
at the height of  Indiana’s
coronavirus pandemic
shutdowns, Jay County
consistently saw its num-
bers drop through the rest
of  the year. By January,
the local rate had dipped
back to pre-pandemic lev-
els at 3.7%.

The county was among
the top 20 for lowest unem-
ployment rate in January
(17th) and February (19th)
before tying for the 29th-
lowest rate in March.
April was even better.

It marked the lowest for
Jay County since it
recorded a rate of  2.4% in
September 2019. And it
was surpassed only by
Adams, LaGrange (2.3%),
Union (2.4%), Daviess
(2.5%), Boone (2.5%) and
Hamilton (2.6%) counties.
Wells County was right
behind Jay, tied with
Dubois County with a rate
of  2.8%.

Indiana showed similar
improvement as the
statewide unemployment
rate dropped to 4.2% in
April, the lowest mark
since before the pandemic.
It had been 4.65% in March.

See Seventh page 2
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Murder may not seem like
humorous fare for the stage.

But when mixed with sweet
whipped cream and airy pie
crusts, it does the trick.

Jay County High School Thes-
pian Troupe 574 will perform the
comedic murder mystery “Offed
at the Bake-Off” this weekend.

“We’re just trying something a
little different that people
haven’t seen here,” said director
Cain Bilbrey. “And it would be
something fun.”

“It’s super funny,” said JCHS
senior Sky Renner, who plays
Majorie Margarine. “It’s full of
utter ridiculousness.”

The play by Matt and Mike
Steele opens on a stormy night at
the Knotting Inn on the Jersey
Shore as various guests arrive
for an annual bake-off. Contest-
ants range from the egotistical
defending champion to an elder-

ly woman accompanied by her
husband to a teacher to the inn’s
proprietor.

Eventually, the Helen Hager-
ty’s students (and perhaps some
others) die.

Enter the aptly named Detec-
tive Detective (Alex Ardizzone),
who both narrates the show in a
film noir style and seeks to find
out which of  the contestants and

other guests at the inn is the
killer.

“The whole play is pretty
much spent trying to figure out
who murdered the students,”
said Caleb Weaver, a JCHS sen-
ior who plays inn owner Clyde
Chesterfield. “It’s a comedy,
but it’s also a little bit of  a
murder mystery. But mostly
comedy. It’s a lot of  people

scrambling around, a lot of
visual humor … 

“We’ve had a lot of  serious
shows (in the past),” he said, ref-
erencing “Bang Bang You’re
Dead” and “The Miracle Work-
er,” among others. “I’ve done
funny shows in the past. I like
this one because it strikes a nice
middle ground. … This show I
think does a pretty good job of
balancing it out and giving some
nice beats to a show that’s mostly
slapstick comedy.”

Weaver said he’s also excited
for the opportunity to do some
improv, as part of  the show
includes audience participation
with the performers then given
the opportunity to respond.

It marks the first live produc-
tion for the thespian troupe since
it crammed three — “Almost,
Maine,” “Junie B. Jones” and
“Bang Bang You’re Dead” — into
a single month in 2019.

See Fly page 5

Pies will fly
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Jay County High School senior Caleb Weaver (Clyde Chesterfield) addresses Alex Ardizzone (Detective Detective)
as Ruth Maitlen and Logan Zimmerman (Ethel and Ernest Edinberg) watch Monday during rehearsal for this weekend’s
production of “Offed at the Bake-Off.” 

Jay County High School thespians will present
comical murder mystery ‘Bake Off’ this weekend

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — A for-
mer Indiana mayor accused of
taking a bribe in exchange for a
public contract has struck a
plea deal with federal prosecu-
tors. 

Former Muncie Mayor Den-
nis Tyler, 78, has agreed to plead
guilty to one felony count of
theft. The plea agreement was
signed Tuesday by Tyler,
defense attorney James Voyles
and Assistant U.S. Attorney
Tiffany Preston.

In the plea agreement, Tyler
admitted to receiving $5,238 to
steer Public Board of  Works

contracts to an unnamed compa-
ny. The contracts included ones
involving a housing develop-
ment intended for people experi-
encing homeless and disabled
veterans. It also involved a site
for two new car dealerships.

Tyler was indicted in Novem-
ber 2019 on theft of  government
funds charges. Federal prosecu-
tors alleged Tyler accepted the
bribe from an unidentified com-
pany in exchange for the award-
ing of  public works projects in
Muncie. 

Tyler allegedly received the
cash between 2014 and Aug. 25,
2016 through Tracy Barton, the
Muncie Sanitary District’s for-
mer superintendent of  sewer
maintenance and engineering.
Barton was indicted in 2018 on
charges of  conspiracy to com-
mit wire fraud, falsification of
documents and witness tamper-
ing. He pleaded guilty earlier
this month to conspiracy to
commit wire fraud.

See Plead page 2

Former Muncie
mayor will plead

Unemployment
rate was

2.7% in April

Jay is
ranked
seventh
lowest

On the stage
Jay County High School Thespian Troup 574 will return to the

stage with its first live show since November 2019 this weekend
with its production of “Offed at the Back-Off.” Details are below.

7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday
and 2:30 p.m. Sunday in the JCHS auditorium

Tickets are $5 and are available at the door

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Derby benefit
A group of cars collide Saturday evening during a benefit demolition derby

for the McLaughlin and Barnett families. Curt McLaughlin died of cancer in March.
Brian Barnett has been diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. Both have been long-time
supporters of demolition derby events.

Tyler reaches
deal on federal
theft charge
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Leda Mock-Axe, Redkey,
Dec. 7, 1946-May 24, 2021.
Services were at 1 p.m. today
at Williamson-Spencer and
Penrod Funeral Home in Port-
land.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  serv-
ices. There is a charge for
obituaries, which are accept-
ed only from funeral homes
or mortuary services.

Obituaries
Theft

A Redkey man was arrested
Sunday for theft.

David L. Chilcote III, 37, 11807 W.
Indiana 28, was preliminarily
charged a Level 6 felony for theft
and a Class A misdemeanor for
criminal trespassing. He was
released from Jay County Jail on a
$4,000 bond.

Failed to appear
A Portland woman was arrested

Tuesday for failing to appear in
court.

Brandi N. Paris, 31, 113 S. Mun-
son Ave., has an original charge for

possession of  methamphetamine,
a Level 6 felony, and operating a
vehicle while under the influence,
a Class C misdemeanor. She is
being held in Jay County Jail with-
out bond.

Probation violation
An Osgood man was arrested

Tuesday for violating his proba-
tion.

Zachary T. Bennett, 28, 5669 N.
Baseline Road, has an original
charge for dealing in a schedule II
controlled substance, a Class A
felony. He was released from Jay
County Jail on $10,000 bond.

Neglecting dependent
A Portland man and woman

were arrested Monday for neglect-
ing a dependent.

Korey L. Ellsworth, 34, 322 N.
Pleasant St., and Misty D.
Ellsworth, 33, 322 N. Pleasant St.,
were preliminarily charged two
Level 6 felonies for maintaining a
common nuisance and neglect of
a dependent.

Korey Ellsworth was also
charged a Class A misdemeanor
for possession of  marijuana. He
was released from Jay County Jail
on $7,500 bond.

Misty Ellsworth was also

charged a Class B misdemeanor
for possession of  marijuana and a
Class C misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  paraphernalia. She was
released from Jay County Jail on
a $7,000 bond.

Corrections violation
A Bluffton woman was arrested

today for a Jay County Communi-
ty Corrections violation.

Angela L. Rowles, 23, 820 W.
Market St., has an original charge
for possession of  methampheta-
mine, a Level 5 felony. She’s being
held in Jay County Jail on $5,000
bond.

SERVICES
Today

Walter, Georgia: 2:30 p.m.,
Center Cemetery, rural Port-
land.

Thursday
Minch, John: 10:30 a.m., Holy

Trinity Catholic Church, 7321
Indiana 67, Bryant.

Friday
Moore, Todd: 6 p.m., Baird-

Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

Pet of
the week
Bob Evans, a domestic long

hair car that is neutered and
up to date on vaccinations, is
available for adoption. He can
be adopted for $35 from Jay
County Humane Society,
1313 Shadeland Ave.,
Portland. The shelter can be
reached at (260) 726-6339.

Photo provided

Intersection collision
Damage is estimated

between $25,000 and $50,000
after a Montpelier woman
failed to yield to oncoming
traffic at the intersection
of  county roads 250 West
and 400 South about 5:15
p.m. Friday.

April L. Frasher, 50,
Portland, was driving her
2018 Jeep Grand Cherokee
south on county road 250
West and began to cross
the intersection with coun-
ty road 400 South. Chelsey
M. Staver, 28, was driving
her 2018 Ram 3500 west on
county road 400 South. She
failed to yield the right of
way to Frasher, according
to a Jay County Sheriff ’s
Office report. Their vehi-
cles collided. (There is a
stop sign on 400 South but
not on 250 West.) 

Frasher was treated at
the scene for her injuries,
and Staver refused medical
treatment for a minor leg
wound. Both vehicles were
towed.

Barn hit
A Redkey man drove

through a barn on Indiana
67 in Redkey about 4:15
p.m. Saturday.

Jason M. Bunch, 48,
was driving a 2017 Nissan

Versa on Indiana 67 near
Spencer Street when he
left the road. He entered a
ditch and continued
through the barn located
at 8789 W. Indiana 67,
according to a Jay Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office report.
Bunch was intoxicated
on a prescription medi-
cine. He said he had been
abusing his Xanax, the
report said. 

Bunch’s vehicle was
towed. Damage is esti-
mated between $25,000
and $50,000.

Turning left
A Portland semi driver

struck a Muncie teen’s
vehicle while turning
onto Indiana 1 about 3:45
p.m. Monday.

Chelsea L. Lykins, 17,
was stopped on Indiana
26 in a 2020 Toyota Camry
when a 2007 Internation-
al semi, driven by 67-
year-old Bruce W.
McLaughlin, began turn-
ing onto the highway
from Indiana 1. The semi
struck the car Lykins
was driving.

McLaughlin told Jay
County Sheriff ’s Office
he thought he had
enough room to turn. 

McLaughlin’s semi is

registered to KBL Trans-
port of  Berne. The vehi-
cle Lykins was driving is
registered to Jonathan P.
Cave of  Dunkirk, and it
was towed from the
scene. Damage is estimat-
ed between $2,500 and
$5,000.

Tree hit
A Pennville man drove

off  the road and into a
tree about 3:30 p.m. Tues-
day. 

Brian A. Jobe, 53, was
driving a 2007 Pontiac
Torrent east on county
road 200 South when he
drove off  the road and
into the property at 081
W. 200 South, striking a
tree. 

His vehicle was towed,
with damages estimated
between $1,000 to $2,500.

Deer hit
A Portland man hit a

deer with his vehicle
about 11 p.m. Thursday.

David M. Grayson, 42,
was driving his 2000
Dodge Ram 1500 east on
county road 75 South
near county road 300
West when he drove into
the animal. Damage is
estimated less than
$1,000.

Felony arrests

Capsule Reports

Continued from page 1
The highest unemployment rate in the

state last month was in Lake County,
which was by far the worst at 7.6%. 

Howard County was next at 6.1%,
LaPorte County came in at 6% and Marion
County was next at 5.3%.

Area rates are as follows:
Adams County: 2.1%, down 0.9 percent-

age points, lowest.

Blackford County: 4.1%, down 0.7 per-
centage points, t-25th highest.

Delaware County: 4.5%, down 0.4 per-
centage point, t-15th highest.

Jay County: 2.7%, down 1.1 percentage
points, seventh lowest

Randolph County: 3.7%, down 0.8 per-
centage points, t-38th highest.

Wells County: 2.8%, down 0.6 percentage
points, t-eighth lowest.

Seventh ...

Continued from page 1
Tyler is a Democrat who

was mayor for eight years
after serving in the Indi-
ana House. He did not seek
reelection in 2019.

Tyler’s indictment came
amid a federal investiga-
tion that resulted in
Muncie’s former building
commissioner pleading
guilty to money launder-
ing and wire fraud. Craig
Nichols was sentenced to
two years in prison and
ordered to pay nearly
$218,000 in restitution to
the City of  Muncie, the
Muncie Sanitary District
and developer Dannar
Construction.

Prosecutors alleged
Nichols used sham bid-
ding practices and submit-
ted fake invoices to steer
work to companies he
owned.

Plead ...

Today
5 p.m. — Dunkirk

Park Board, Dunkirk
City Park.

Tuesday, June 1
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion, Community

Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

7 p.m. — Portland
Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Pennville
Town Council, town
hall, 105 N. Washington
St.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................6.66
Wheat ......................6.49

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................6.87
June corn ................6.64

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................6.57
June corn ................6.57
Beans ......................15.56
June beans ............15.56
Wheat ...................... 6.39
June wheat.............. 6.29

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................6.54
June corn ................6.54
Beans ......................15.57
Sept. beans ............13.06
Wheat ...................... 6.40

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.56
May corn..................6.59
Beans ......................15.33
May beans ..............15.35
Wheat ......................6.06
July wheat................6.06

Lotteries

On May 26, 1940,
Operation Dynamo, the
evacuation of  some
338,000 Allied troops
from Dunkirk, France,
began during World War
II.
In 1864, President

Abraham Lincoln
signed a measure creat-
ing the Montana Terri-
tory.
In 1938, the House

Un-American Activities
Committee was estab-
lished by Congress.
In 1954, explosions

rocked the aircraft car-
rier USS Bennington off
Rhode Island, killing 103
sailors. (The initial blast
was blamed on leaking
catapult fluid ignited by
the flames of  a jet.)
In 1971, the Pennville

High School baseball
team topped Norwell 5-2
in the sectional tourna-
ment at Bluffton. It
marked the Bulldogs’
first sectional win in
five seasons.

In 1972, President
Richard M. Nixon and
Soviet leader Leonid
Brezhnev signed the
Anti-Ballistic Missile
Treaty in Moscow. (The
U.S. withdrew from the
treaty in 2002.)
In 1977, George

Willig scaled the outside
of  the South Tower of
New York’s World Trade
Center; he was arrested
at the top of  the 110-
story building.
In 1981, 14 people

were killed when a
Marine jet crashed onto
the flight deck of  the air-
craft carrier USS Nimitz
off  Florida.
In 2004, nearly a

decade after the Oklaho-
ma City bombing, Terry
Nichols was found
guilty of  161 state mur-
der charges for helping
carry out the attack.
(Nichols later received
161 consecutive life sen-
tences.)

—AP and The CR

CR almanac
Thursday

5/27
Friday
5/28

Saturday
5/29

Sunday
5/30

Monday
5/31

78/55 65/46 64/43 70/48 75/55
There is a

90% chance of
rain and thun-
derstorms.
Otherwise,
mostly cloudy.

Memorial
day is expect-
ed to be most-
ly sunny all
day with some
clouds appear-
ing at night.

Sunny
skies are
expected Sun-
day with highs
reaching the
70s.

More show-
ers are in the
forecast for Fri-
day with a 80%
chance of thun-
derstorms after
2 p.m.

Mostly
sunny skies all
day with highs
in the lower
60s. Clear
evening skies.

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$236 million

Mega Millions
14-21-31-34-54
Mega Ball: 11
Megaplier: 3
Estimated jackpot: $22

million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 2-3-6
Daily Four: 6-7-9-0
Evening
Daily Three: 7-6-2
Daily Four: 7-4-3-9
Quick Draw: 1-5-6-8-9-

10-17-18-19-25-42-47-55-58-
59-64-68-69-78-79

Cash 5: 3-18-19-30-42
Estimated jackpot:

$241,000

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 9-1-1
Pick 4: 5-0-6-3
Pick 5: 9-8-5-3-5
Evening
Pick 3: 0-4-8
Pick 4: 6-4-3-3
Pick 5: 3-3-3-6-3
Rolling Cash: 9-13-20-

21-37
Estimated jackpot:

$150,000



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.

Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

STRESS AND ANXIETY
CLASS — Meets each
Wednesday at 2nd Chance
at Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information, call
(206) 726-9625 or (260) 703-
0534.

EUCHRE CLUB — Will
meet at 2 p.m. the fourth
Wednesday of  each month
at Chalet Village Health
and Rehabilitation in the
North Lounge.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-

ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792. 

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Thursday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

LAWYERS IN
LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consultations
with a lawyer are avail-
able from 10 a.m. to noon
at Jay County Public
Library, 315 N. Ship St.,
Portland. Consulting is
available on topics includ-
ing divorce, custody,
guardianship, tenant-
landlord issues, bankrupt-
cy, debt collection, estates
and immigration. Those
interested in participating
should sign up in advance
at the library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.

DAUGHTERS OF THE
AMERICAN REVOLU-
TION MISSISSINEWA
CHAPTER — Will meet at
6:30 p.m. Thursday, May
27, at the Jay County His-
torical Society. Chapter
treasurer Judy Crull will
speak about Phillip Reiff,
a Pennsylvania lieu-
tenant. Any woman over
the age of  18 years of  age
may join the National
Society of  the American
Revolution if  she has an
ancestor who gave patriot-
ic service during the
American Revolution.  

Saturday
PORTLAND FARMERS

MARKET — Is open from
8 a.m. to noon each Satur-
day in the parking lot at
The Rock Church.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. upstairs at True
Value Hardware, Meridi-
an Street, Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 729-2532.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Community Calendar

By KWAME DAWES
Some times defin ing what we

mean by love caus es us to fum-
 ble around, until we find the
right lan guage, or, as in this
case, the per fect lived image
that cap tures it all. 

Tyree Daye does this here in
his poem,  “Ode to the Com mon
Clothes Moth,” which is tru ly
an ele gant ode to his love for De
Lissa.

Daye is from Youngsville,
North Carolina, and an assis-
tant professor at UNC-Chapel
Hill. He is the author of  two
poetry collections — “River
Hymns,” the 2017 APR/Honick-

man First Book Prize winner,
and “Cardinal” (Copper
Canyon, 2020). He won the 2019
Palm Beach Poetry Festival
Langston Hughes Fellowship
and was awarded a 2019 Diana
and Simon Raab Writer-In-Resi-
dence at UC Santa Barbara and
a 2019 Whiting Writers Award.

Song of the moths
captures spirit of love

Ode to the Common Clothes Moth
In these days of  less and less sun your love points and I follow
like the blind moths you beg me not to kill
half-asleep and the sun lesser than a minute before
I’ll let you go into the night and you say and I follow your love
of  winged things to the back door
watch you empty your hands into the sky

In the morning you will wake before me
and walk out into the yard
the sun acts like a father as if  it never left
moths sing of  you from wherever
moths go to sing

American Life in Poetry is
made possible by The Poetry
Foundation
(poetryfoundation.org), publish-
er of  Poetry magazine. It is also
supported by the Department of
English at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln. Poem copy-

right ©2016 by Tyree Daye, “Ode
to The Common Clothes Moth”
from Cardinal, (Copper Canyon
Press 2016). Poem reprinted by
permission of  Permissions Com-
pany, LLC and the publisher.
Introduction copyright © 2021 by
The Poetry Foundation.

American
Life in Poetry

DEAR ABBY: When I was
16, my cousin “Mary” came
from Georgia to New York
to stay with us for the sum-
mer. After a short time we
began experimenting with
French kissing, which led
to more things happening
between us. Mary went
home at the end of  summer. 

We are both 50 now, and I
recently learned she
became pregnant back then
with a daughter and never
married. The DNA indi-
cates she is mine. My ques-
tion is, how do I explain to
my wife that I need to be

there for my daughter? I
never had any other kids,
as my wife can’t have chil-
dren. Please help me. —
PAST HISTORY IN OKLA-
HOMA
DEAR PAST HISTO-

RY: Is your wife aware

of  the short affair you
had with your cousin?
If  not, start the conver-
sation by telling her
about your youthful
“adventure.” Once she
has digested the infor-
mation, explain that
you intend to get to
know your daughter. Do
NOT tell her the reason
is that she couldn’t give
you children, which
would be cruel and
unnecessary. 
Understand, however,

that your “child” is now
a grown woman in her

mid-30s. She may have
no interest in getting to
know you because you
have been absent all her
life.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I have

been married for 32 years.
My husband has been
cheating on me for the
past three of  them. He’s
an international airline
captain who has taken
advantage of  his “free-
dom.” I recently learned
that he paid $91,000 on an
apartment. (He has an
inheritance from his

father that he has drawn
from.) 

My therapist suggests
that he’s a narcissistic per-
sonality with volatile ups
and downs. My husband
refuses to talk to me. He
actually walks away from
me when I bring up his girl-
friend. He talks to her and
texts her regularly. The
monthly phone bills usual-
ly total over $400. I need
help in trying to get him to
talk to me before it ends. —
TURNING POINT IN MAS-
SACHUSETTS
DEAR TURNING

POINT: Your interna-
tional airline captain
appears to have para-
chuted out of  your mar-
riage. Clearly he isn’t
interested in trying to
save what’s left of  it.
Because he is unwilling
to talk to you about it,
it’s important YOU talk
to someone who will.
Consult a lawyer about
what your options are as
a wife of  more than
three decades. You have
my sympathy, and I’m
glad you sought help
from a therapist.

Man learns he fathered child as a teen
Dear
Abby

Photo provided

Eagle Scout
Mitchell Brown (left) of Boy Scout Troop 202 of Portland recently achieved

the rank of Eagle Scout. He completed his Eagle Scout project by sewing 180 reusable
cold/hot packs for East Elementary School. School nurse Cindy Hudson (right) was
given the packs to be used as needed. Brown is a senior at Jay County High School
and is active in band and the school’s computer gaming program.
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Here’s a modest proposal.
It’s something that has

occurred to me before, but I found
myself  thinking about it about a
week or so ago during the Jay
County Chamber of  Commerce
Jay County Community Awards.

Like most organizations of  its
type, the chamber often finds
itself  in need of  reliable revenue.
Events like the community
awards banquet are, at least in
part, fundraisers.

The chamber could raise dues,
but that would be counterproduc-
tive. After all, for the chamber to
operate most effectively it needs
to have as many business mem-
bers as possible. Boost the dues,
and you lose the little guys, the
small, mom and pop businesses
that the chamber most wants to
help.

Meanwhile, there’s another
organization doing chamber-
like functions that has the most
reliable revenue stream imagi-
nable: tax dollars.

I’m talking about Jay County
Visitors and Tourism Bureau.
Its revenue stream comes from
innkeeper’s taxes paid by folks
who spend nights in local hotels
and motels.

You don’t pay it. I don’t pay it.
Visitors pay it.

When the tourism bureau was
launched, that made sense. It

was a countywide approach to
countywide promotion of
tourism.

Besides, at that point, there
was no Jay County Chamber of
Commerce.

There was the Portland Area
Chamber of  Commerce. There
was the Dunkirk Chamber of
Commerce. There was the Red-
key Chamber of  Commerce.
And there were businesses that
banded together now and then
in Pennville and Bryant, usually
around local festivals.

The late Vicki Tague’s great-
est accomplishment was to cor-
ral all those community boost-
ers together into a single, coun-
ty chamber of  commerce.

From the outset, revenue to
support the venture was a prob-
lem.

A huge gap existed between
what Portland chamber mem-

bers paid in terms of  dues and
what businesses in Dunkirk and
Redkey were prepared to pay.

Somehow, Vicki managed to
pull it together.

But I’ll always believe an
opportunity was missed.

It was all a matter of  timing.
The tourism bureau had been

put in place before Vicki was
able to bring all those communi-
ties together under one cham-
ber umbrella.

So here’s my modest proposal:
Fold the tourism bureau’s tent
and have Jay County Chamber
of  Commerce contract with the
county to provide tourism and
promotion services.

Those services would be com-
pletely in line with the cham-
ber’s mission, and there would
undoubtedly be economies of
scale if  the chamber simply
added tourism to its other roles

as an advocate for business and
a catalyst for retail promotion.

With the benefit of  the
innkeeper’s tax revenue stream,
the countywide chamber could
make sure its dues structure
was affordable to every enter-
prise in the county, widening its
base while making chamber
membership easy and attrac-
tive.

Freed of  the emphasis on
fundraising, the chamber would
be able to focus on the work at
hand, promoting businesses,
boosting tourism, service as an
advocate for business in the pub-
lic sector and charting an agen-
da for the county’s future.

OK, I know that like most
“modest proposals” this one will
find plenty of  opponents.

But, just for the record, I
think it makes a great deal of
sense.

Chamber and tourism should unite

Tribune-Star (Terre Haute) 
The horsepower of

America’s economy is a
hot topic right now.

Critics of  the federal
government’s COVID-19
relief  efforts insist the
generous benefits to Amer-
icans who lost jobs in the
pandemic, or feared con-
tracting the virus if  they
returned to their work-
places, are now causing a
labor shortage. The poli-
cies “pay people not to
work,” said Mitch
McConnell, leader of  the
Senate’s Republican
minority.

Skeptics of  the $300
weekly federal checks to
the jobless also see those
payouts, and the $1.9-tril-
lion overall pandemic
relief  package, as a match
lighting an inflation fire.
Employers say they have
jobs available but cannot
find anyone to fill them.
Thus, Indiana Gov. Eric
Holcomb has joined other
Republican-led states in
turning away federal job-
less relief  funds, starting
June 19.

But supporters of  Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s response
to the economic catastro-
phe he inherited say his
efforts have revived and
sustained families and
small businesses trying to
start over after 15 rocky
months. The turnaround
is real. In Indiana, the
unemployment rate in
April 2020 stood at 16.9%.
This April, the jobless rate
among Hoosiers was 3.9%.
Nationwide, the number
of  Americans applying for
unemployment aid fell to
440,000 last week, the low-
est since the pandemic
began. The national job-
less rate in April 2020 hit
14.8%, the highest since
1948, but stood at 6.1% this
April.

As for employers being
unable to find workers,
such complaints existed
long before the pandemic.
Previously, shortages of
workers were attributed to
a lack of  “soft skills” —
like showing up on time,
or passing a drug test — or
technical skills. Today, the
low wages of  many newly
open jobs, the health risks
of  working around unvac-
cinated coworkers, and the
inability of  many people
to find or afford child care
are influencing the num-
ber of  Americans return-
ing to the labor force.

Many economists also
contend inflation is a natu-
ral byproduct of  such a
dramatic recovery, espe-
cially after production of
materials for now-high-

demand goods had been
idled for so long. Inflation
should level off  through
the bedrock economic
principle of  supply and
demand, those economists
say. Unrelated causes also
triggered some products’
prices to climb. Gasoline
prices surged after a
cyberattack on the Colo-
nial Pipeline, for example.

The arguments over
which political side is
right will go on ad nause-
um.

In the meantime, the
most effective tactic to
restore American jobs and
workplaces, and to help
the country vault past the
crippling effects of  the
pandemic, is the COVID-19
vaccine.

The presence of  a vacci-
nated population has given
restaurants and shops the
confidence that they can
safely reopen more fully.
Vaccinated workers signif-
icantly reduce the risk of
virus spreading through a
staff, causing the disrup-
tions that have plagued
businesses since March
2020.

The latest weekly
“Return to Normal” sur-
vey by Morning Consult, a
market data research firm,
showed “the upward shift
among vaccinated Ameri-
cans drove the overall
level of  consumer comfort
to a record high of  49%.”
Forty-five percent of  vacci-
nated adults now feel com-
fortable with a variety of
leisure activities, fueling
those industries, up 6 per-
centage points from last
week. And, the percentage
of  vaccinated Americans
comfortable enough to
dine in restaurants or
shop inside stores rose 11
and 9 points, respectively.

Other activities more
appealing this week to vac-
cinated Americans are fly-
ing on an airliner, taking a
cruise or watching a
movie in theater, a benefit
to those hard-hit indus-
tries.

COVID-19 vaccinations
are safe, free and easy to
get. Each new recipient
bolsters the economic
recovery.

Any debate over policies
should begin with a ques-
tion for each participant:
Are you fully vaccinated
yet?

Vaccinations
key to recovery

By GARY ABERNATHY
Special To The Washington Post

I hear often from people on the left
who swear they don’t personally
know anyone who supported Donald
Trump for president. As a result,
they cannot fathom such support, let
alone comprehend a world in which
Trump could win the White House.
Similarly, many on the right are so
insulated from people who think dif-
ferently that they were convinced
Trump could not possibly lose the
2020 election. Everyone they associ-
ate with was voting for Trump, so if
he lost, well, the election must have
been stolen.

When substantial numbers of  citi-
zens on the extreme ends of  our polit-
ical spectrum dismiss any successes
enjoyed by their adversaries as evi-
dence of  wrongdoing, our polariza-
tion moves from the realm of  merely
regrettable to physically calamitous,
as we have seen through various
events over the past year or so, but
especially on Jan. 6 in Washington.

While everyone acknowledges our
division and the social and cultural
isolation at its core, doing something
about it takes effort. Be of  good cheer.
There are those dedicated to doing
just that, including organizations
such as Business for America, Cross-
ing Party Lines, the National Insti-
tute for Civil Discourse, FixUS, Lis-
ten First Project and Unify America,
to name a few. They and others are
joining forces for an innovative proj-
ect the weekend of  June 12 and 13
called America Talks, which should
be interesting.

Kicking off  a National Week of
Conversation, the goal of  America
Talks is to engage at least 10,000 “con-
versation participants” through the
magic of  video conferencing in one-
on-one, face-to-face dialogues based
on political differences. “Each con-
versation will provide a repairing
stitch to America’s frayed social fab-
ric, as participants shift perspective

from ‘us and them’ to ‘you and me,’”
according to the program descrip-
tion. Sign-ups are happening now.

Yes, it’s a lofty undertaking, and a
ripe target for cynics and naysayers.
It’s not designed for the denizens of
most digital message boards, where
snark and insolence flourish, abated
by anonymity. It’s for people who
yearn to expand their universe, bet-
ter understand each other and per-
haps even make new friends through
productive and respectful conversa-
tion.

There are always groups affiliated
with “bipartisan” outreach efforts
that give pause to people considering
participation. This group is too far
left, or this one leans too far right.
But allowing the perfect to be the
enemy of  the good is how we remain
stagnant.

Emerging from our comfortable
bubbles isn’t easy. We’re encouraged
by many of  the most popular person-
alities on cable news to marginalize,
demonize and even hate anyone who
disagrees with us. We deliver that
hate to the Internet, where social
media welcomes us with open arms
to share our vitriol with the world —
and if  we say something cleverly cut-
ting enough, it might get amplified
by our favorite cable host. Round and
round we go.

With all the fun stuff  to watch on
Netflix and other services, I seldom
watch cable news in the evenings. But
if  I do choose to focus on politics, I try
to watch something other than Fox
News to be presented a point of  view
I don’t already share. I also enjoy

occasional lunchtime conversations
with people who disagree with me.
But in a society dedicated to separa-
tion, finding verbal sparring partners
for amicable debates over club sand-
wiches or salads is challenging.

Our stubborn devotion to political
tribalism deters us from opening our-
selves to different ideas — some of
which might actually turn out to be
good — or making new acquaintanc-
es — some of  whom might turn out to
be interesting and intellectually
stimulating.

One of  my favorite activities is to
visit schools where the faculty and
the student population are over-
whelmingly liberal. I’m usually
there, ostensibly, to help them under-
stand people and attitudes in Trump
Country. At first, I usually feel like a
specimen being studied prior to dis-
section. But after we dance around
each other for a while, the mood
lightens and constructive dialogues
break out. Hopefully, they learn
something from me, but I always
learn from them.

After I wrote a column recently on
supporting reparations for descen-
dants of  enslaved people, a faculty
member from a very liberal school
that has hosted me several times
emailed me saying, “I smiled when I
read your reparations piece. I
thought maybe we had some influ-
ence.” There is no doubt.

Those who haven’t tried it should
know that it can be fun to make
friends with people who disagree
with you politically. Not only can you
expand your horizons, you can also
discover the many nonpolitical
things there are to like about each
other once you start talking. Ameri-
cans used to know that, and nourish
it, before social media and cable news
started driving us apart.

••••••••••
Abernathy, a contributing colum-

nist for The Post, is a freelance writer
based in southwestern Ohio.

Befriend someone you disagree with

Back 
in the
Saddle

Hoosier
Editorial

Gary
Abernathy



By LISA MASCARO
and JONATHAN LEMIRE 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Sen-
ate Republicans revived
negotiations over Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s sweeping
investment plan, prepar-
ing a $1 trillion infra-
structure proposal that
would be funded with
COVID-19 relief  money as
a counteroffer to the
White House ahead of  a
Memorial Day deadline
toward a bipartisan deal.

The Republicans said
Tuesday they would dis-
close details of  the new
offer by Thursday, sound-
ing upbeat after both sides
had panned other offers.

At the White House,
press secretary Jen Psaki
declined to address the

new plan but said: “We
expect this week to be a
week of  progress.”

Talks over the infra-
structure investment are
at a crossroads as Biden
reaches for a top legisla-
tive priority. The White
House is assessing
whether the president can
strike a bipartisan deal
with Republicans on his
American Jobs Plan or
whether he will try to go it
alone with Democrats if
no progress is made in the
days ahead. 

Yet the administration
and the GOP senators
remain far apart over the
size and scope of  the
investment needed to
reboot the nation’s roads,
bridges and broadband —
but also, as Biden sees it,

the child care centers and
green energy investments
needed for a 21st-century
economy. They also can’t
agree on how to pay for it.

Biden had dropped his
$2.3 trillion opening bid to
$1.7 trillion, and Republi-
cans had nudged their ini-
tial $568 billion offer up by
about $50 billion late last
week, but talks teetered as
both sides complained the
movement was insuffi-
cient.

The Republicans have
uniformly rejected
Biden’s plan to pay for the
investments by raising
the corporate tax rate,
from 21% to 28%. Instead,
the GOP senators want to
shift unspent COVID-19
relief  funds to infrastruc-
ture, which may be a non-

starter for Democrats.
Republicans also want to
rely on gas taxes, tolls and
other fees charged to driv-
ers to pay for the high-
ways and other infra-
structure.

The Republicans said
their new proposal would
be aligned with what they
discussed with Biden.
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The Portland Police Department 
is accepting applications for 

TWO FULL-TIME 
SWORN POLICE OFFICERS

�e hiring process is open now through June 11, 2021. All applications 
must be turned in by June 11, 2021. Any late applications will not be 
accepted. Applicants must meet the entry level physical agility require-
ments mandated by the Indiana Law Enforcement Academy, which 
will be held on June 12th.
Upon the successful completion of the physical agility an interview 
process, background check, and a pre-employment voice stress will be 
conducted.
Bene�ts include a starting base salary of $46,391, an excellent insur-
ance plan of 90/10 coverage, a $500 deductible single and $750 deduct-
ible for family coverage, excellent dental coverage, and a Police/Fire 
1977 Retirement Fund pension.
Applications can be picked up at the Portland Police Department located 

at 319 N Meridian Street anytime or online at 

https://thecityofportland.net/Police-Department-Opening.

Quality Drive Away, Inc. needs CDL drivers with EXPERIENCE to
deliver Motorhomes, Trucks, Buses, and Tractors throughout

the USA. We have 20+ pickup locations. Must have DOT
physical and bewilling to keep logs. No DUIs in last 10

years, and cleanMVR. Some Non-CDL positions available.

Driven to Be the Best! TM

OVER 30 YEARS OF SERVICE

Apply Online at
www.qualitydriveaway.com

or call 574-642-2023

By TOM DAVIES
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Indiana’s
attorney general argues in new
legal filings that the governor is
wrongly trying to use the courts
to expand his powers with a law-
suit challenging the authority
state legislators have given them-
selves to intervene during public
emergencies.

Republican Gov. Eric Holcomb
asked a judge last month to block
the new law passed by the GOP-
dominated Legislature following
criticism from many conserva-
tives over the statewide mask
mandate and other COVID-19
restrictions that Holcomb
imposed by executive orders.

Attorney General Todd Rokita,

also a Republican and past Hol-
comb rival, claims in court docu-
ments filed late Monday that he is
within his legal authority to turn
down Holcomb’s request to take
the dispute to court after the Leg-
islature overrode the governor’s
veto of  the new law. His office’s
court filing repeatedly calls the
governor’s lawyers “unautho-
rized counsel” in asking for them
to be removed from the case.

“A lawsuit by the Governor
against legislators to invalidate a
law enacted over the Governor’s
veto amounts to a demand for a
‘super’ veto via the judiciary,” the
attorney general’s court filing
said. “It is no small thing for one
branch of  government to drag
another branch of  government to

account before the third branch
of  government. No constitutional
provision secures to officials of
any branch such extraordinary
power.”

Holcomb’s lawyers argued last
week that Rokita was making
“absurd” arguments that he
alone has the legal authority to
represent the state in court and
can decide whether the new law
is constitutional.

John Trimble, Holcomb’s lead
lawyer with the Indianapolis firm
Lewis Wagner, referred questions
Tuesday to the governor’s office,
which didn’t immediately reply
to a request for comment.

The governor and some legal
experts maintain the state consti-
tution doesn’t allow the new

process under which legislative
leaders could call the General
Assembly into what it calls an
“emergency session.” The gover-
nor’s lawsuit argues that the Leg-
islature is “usurping a power
given exclusively to the gover-
nor” under the state constitution
to call lawmakers into a special
session.

The Marion County judge han-
dling the case hasn’t yet set any
hearings or indicated when a rul-
ing might be issued.

Rokita sought the Republican
nomination to run for governor
in 2016 but lost to Holcomb and is
widely seen as wanting to suc-
ceed the term-limited governor
after the 2024 election. He said
during last year’s election cam-

paign that he supported curtail-
ing the governor’s emergency
powers and he didn’t defend Hol-
comb from criticism of  his coron-
avirus restrictions.

The attorney general’s latest
filing renewed the argument that
Holcomb’s against legislators
isn’t allowed to proceed now
under state law because the Gen-
eral Assembly technically is still
in session despite concluding its
regular business for the year on
April 22. That’s because lawmak-
ers extended the deadline for this
year’s legislative session from
April 29 until Nov. 15 because of
delays in receiving census data so
they can approve new congres-
sional and legislative election dis-
tricts.

Rokita argues governor overstepped
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Continued from page 1
It is also the JCHS directori-

al debut for Bilbrey, who took
over leadership of  the drama
program following Carol
Gebert’s retirement at the end
of  the 2019-20 school year. 

Bilbrey is a 1989 JCHS grad-
uate who went on to Ball State
University. He did his equity
actor apprenticeship at The
Barn Theatre in Michigan,
toured with Ballet Interna-
tionale of  Indianapolis and has
worked as a technical director
at various stops including
Raleigh, North Carolina, and
Muncie Civic Theatre.

His recent on-stage roles
include Gandalf  in 768 Players’
production of  “Fellowship!”
and Shrek in Jay County Civic
Theatre’s production of
“Shrek the Musical.”

“I just can’t get away from
theatre,” he joked.

“We’re going to do every-
thing we can to keep live the-
atre alive in Jay County,” he
added. “I want our program
working with other programs
in the community. 

“That’s important.”
Bilbrey noted that one of  the

biggest challenges for young
performers is portraying char-
acters and feelings they may
have never experienced. For
instance, Logan Zimmerman
and Ruth Maitlen play elderly
couple Ethel and Ernest Edin-
berg. Samuel Harding and
Ozlynn Detro are married as
Paul and Pauline Pingleton.  

“They’re growing,” Bilbrey
said. “They take their notes.
We’ve went leaps and bounds.”

The cast also includes Joce-

lyn Nelson as Thelma Pittle-
fish, Hannah Littler as Hager-
ty, McKenna Vore as Sally
Scarsdale, Ralyn Chaffins as
Carolyn Chesterfield, Talon
Harvey as Sister Mary Martha,
Thomas Charles as Wally Wall-
ford, Gabriela Bilbrey as Bru-

tus Badour, Marisa Gallegos
Vargas as the mysterious
woman, Sammie Sager as
Velma Pittlefish, Cassandra
Coffin as Blanche Pittlefish
and Hannah Boggs as Gabby
Goober.

Performances are scheduled

for 7:30 p.m. Friday and Satur-
day as well as 2:30 p.m. Sunday
in the JCHS auditorium. Tick-
ets are $5 and will be available
at the door.

“It's a really, really fun
show,” said Weaver. “You’re
going to have trouble finding

just 30 seconds of  space where
you’re not going to be laugh-
ing. It’s really great because
it’s a show where you kind of
get to laugh with the people on
stage.”

Added Renner: “It’s going to
be hilarious.”

Senate GOP prepares counter

Fly ...

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

From left, Hannah Boggs (Gabby Goober), Gabriela Bilbrey (Brutus Badour), McKenna Vore (Sally Scarsdale) and Sky
Renner (Marjorie Margarine) react on stage during Monday’s rehearsal of the Jay County High School Thespian Troupe 574
production of “Offed at the Bake-Off.” Shows are scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday as well as 2:30 p.m. Sunday.
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4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available! Get
GotW3 with lightning fast
speeds plus take your
service with you when
you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-877-327-
0930
ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $340.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
AT&T TV - The Best of
Live & On-Demand On
All Your Favorite
Screens. CHOICE Pack-
age, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Pre-
mium Channels at No
Charge for One Year!
Anytime, anywhere.
Some restrictions apply.
W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price
higher in 2nd year.
Regional Sports Fee up
to $8.49/mo. is extra &
applies. Call IVS 1-844-
412-9997
ATTENTION: OXYGEN
Users! Gain freedom
with a Portable Oxygen
Concentrator! No more
heavy tanks and refills!
Guaranteed Lowest
Prices! Call the Oxygen
Concentrator Store: 866-
770-6849
BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution. Call
for Your Free Author`s
Guide 1-888-965-1444
or visit http://dorrancein-
fo.com/hoosier

COMPUTER ISSUES?
GEEKS ON SITE pro-
vides FREE diagnosis
REMOTELY 24/7 SERV-
ICE DURING COVID19.
No home visit necessary.
$40 OFF with coupon
86407! Restrictions apply.
888-715-8176
DENIED SOCIAL Securi-
ty Disability? Appeal! If
you’re 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attorneys
can help get you
approved! No money out
of pockets! Call 1-855-
995-4758
DIAGNOSED WITH
LUNG CANCER? You
may qualify for a substan-
tial cash award. NO Obli-
gation, NO risk! We’ve
recovered millions. Let us
help you!! Call 24/7, 844-
284-4920
DIRECTV - Watch your
favorite live sports, news
and entertainment any-
where. More top premium
channels than DISH.
Restrictions apply. Call
IVS - 1-888-885-8931
DISH Network. $64.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo.
(where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100 Visa
Gift Card. FREE Voice
Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL
Devices. Call today! 1-
855-551-9764
DONATE YOUR CAR TO
CHARITY! FAST FREE
PICKUP-24 HR
RESPONSE! Help Chil-
dren in Need, Support
Breast Cancer Educa-
tion/Prevention or Veter-
ans. Tax Deduction 844-
820-9099
EARTHLINK HIGH
Speed Internet. As Low
As $49.95/month (for the
first 3 months.) Reliable
High Speed Fiber Optic
Technology. Stream
Videos, Music and More!
Call Earthlink Today 1-
855-977-7069
FREON WANTED: We
pay $$$ for cylinders and
cans. R12 R500 R11
R113 R114. Convenient.
Certified Professionals.
Call 312-291-9169 or visit
RefrigerantFinders.com

GUARANTEED LIFE
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy
will only be cancelled for
non-payment. 833-535-
1043
HIGH-SPEED INTER-
NET. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing,
availability to find the
best service for your
needs. Starting at
$39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-
961-0666
LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-
gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call
Now 833-226-3105
LOOKING TO SELL your
Home? Save time &
money, connect with the
Top Agents in your area
to get more MONEY and
close FASTER! Call 317-
854-9781
NEED HELP with Family
Law? Can’t Afford a
$5,000 Retainer?
www.familycourtdirect.co
m/Family/Law - Low Cost
Legal Services - Pay As
You Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help
Now! Call 1-888-417-
4602 Mon-Fri 7am to 4
pm PCT
NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894
NEW STARTING Base
Pay - .60 cpm w/ option
to make .70 cpm for
Class A CDL Flatbed
Drivers, Excellent Bene-
fits, Home Weekends,
Call 800-648-9915 or
www.boydandsons.com
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
SMART HOME Installa-
tions? Geeks on Site will
install your WIFI, Door-
bells, Cameras, Home
Theater Systems &
Gaming Consoles. $20
OFF coupon 42537!
(Restrictions apply) 855-
668-0067
WESLEY FINANCIAL
Group, LLC - Timeshare
Cancellation Experts -
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational pack-
age and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

ROD PENROD, LICENSED AGENT

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Drug Plans
Medicare Advantage
Senior Life Insurance

Local Agent

260-418-9492

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Hi and Lois

Agnes

Rose is Rose

Peanuts

SPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

Beetle Bailey

Snuffy Smith

Blondie

Funky Winkerbean

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956
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ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display

$6.95/ per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The
deadline for Mondays
paper is 12:00 p.m. Fri-

day. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real
estate and mobile

homes.  

30 LOST, STRAYED
OR FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an
information center. 260-
726-6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be
sure to check your ad
the first day it appears.
We cannot be responsi-
ble for more than one
days incorrect copy. We
try hard not to make
mistakes, but they do
happen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review,
309 W Main, Portland,
Indiana 260-726-8141. 

50 RUMMAGE SALES

GENEVA RAINBOW
LAKE

Annual Garage Sales
May 28-29th 8:00am to
Dusk. Furniture, Appli-
ances, Antiques, Tools,
Toys, Clothes all sizes,

misc. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334  
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 
EVERMAN STUMP
GRINDING LLC STUMP
GRINDING AVAILABLE!
Fully insured! Call for a
free quote today 419-
953-6145  

90 SALE CALENDAR

E & M BLACKSMITH
SHOP

10th Annual 
Consignment Auction 
Saturday, June 5, 2021 

8:30 a.m.
2404W 350S, Berne, IN
Horses; Ponies; Horse-
Drawn Machinery; Pro-
duce Equipment; Bug-
gies; Harness Carts;
New Tack Saddles;

Shop Tools; Lawn/Gar-
den Tools; Sausage
Grinder/Stuffers;

New/Used Furniture;
Washing Machines; Hay,

Straw, Firewood. 
Accepting consignments
every evening that week 
from 4pm-8pm and all

day 
Thursday, June 3rd/Fri-
day, June 4th from 7am-

8pm. 
Auctioneers 
John P. Troyer 
AU10900141 
Lonnie Miller 
AU10300135 

Also with J. S. Auctions 
AU10700049 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, June 5th,

2021 
Time 10:00 A. M. 

Located 17101 State
Route 167, Dunkirk, IN 

ANTIQUES
Metal toy trucks, Die-

cast cars,
Porcelain/Metal/Card-
board/Canvas signs, Old
gas cans, Old bicycles,
Camel-back and other
trunks, Crocks and jugs,
Round cherry dining
room table with exten-
sions/6 chairs/Matching
hutch, Large lot of primi-
tive tools, Commemora-
tive coins, Old stamps,
Comic books POWER
EQUIPMENT-SHOP
TOOL John Deere
LT133 Riding mower
with 32’ cut, Craftsman
radial arm saw, Forney
easy-weld 20p Plasma
cutter, Generator with
Wisconsin Engine, Sala-

manders, Pepsi
machine. 

SKID-LOADER
ATTACHMENTS-LOGS-
MISCELLANEOUS 

Pro-tech 10’ Snow Box,
1998 Buick Century (for
parts), Chrome rims and
tires, Small utility trailer,
and much more items
not listed. OWNER: Eric

Bowler 
Statements made sale
day take precedence
over written ad.

Shawver Auctioneering 
and Real Estate 
AC31800004 
AUCTIONEERS 
Pete D. Shawver

AU19700040
260-726-5587
Zane Shawver 
AU10500168 
260-729-2229 

More photos available at
www.auctionzip.com &
www.auctionsoft.com  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located:  Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall, Jay County

Fairgrounds
Monday Morning May

31,2021
9:30  A.M. 

ANTIQUES – OLD AND
COLLECTORS ITEMS-

HOUSEHOLD
Dining room suit to
include table with 4

chairs, buffet, china cab-
inet, and server; grand-
father clock; fireplace
mantle top; fireplace
set;Sleep Number king
size bed with metal
headboard; Thomas

Kincaid picture “Garden
Beyond Spring Gate”;
Kitchen Aid mixer;
Keurig coffee maker;
wood doors; and many
other items not listed.

TOOLS
Troy Bilt 3550 watt gen-
erator; Troy Bilt weed
eater; Weed Eater gas
edger; broadcaster; tree
trimmer; Craftsman gas
blower; garden cultiva-
tor; hand tools; and
many other items not

listed.
CROWN FAMILY
Loy Auction
AC#31600027 
260-726-2700
Auctioneers 

Gary Loy AU01031608 
Ben Lyons AU10700085 

Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Troy Foust
AU19800068 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

ADVERTISING
ACCOUNT

Representative(s)
Full & Part-Time. 

Seeking a hard-working,
motivated, self-starter
with a winning attitude
who enjoys a challenge
and will attract new

clients to print and digi-
tal media. 

Responsibilities: Devel-
op and manage revenue
producing relationships
with current clients and
agencies. Prospect for
new business and build
a full pipeline of sales
products. Analyze client
marketing goals and
develop needs based
solutions to achieve
them. Qualifications:
Strong problem solving
and analytical skills.
Have basic computer
skills. Be able to work
on a deadline. Have
good communications
skills. Be organized and
have a positive attitude.
Be able to pay attention

to detail. 
Have reliable transporta-

tion & valid driver
license.

Prior experience with
digital & print advertising
sales experience pre-
ferred but not necessary,

we will train. 
Apply in person along
with your resume or mail
in your resume to: The
Commercial Review
PO Box 1049, 
309 W. Main St.,
Portland, IN 47371 

Attn: Business Manager
or e-mail gpcbusi-

ness@embarqmail.com 
RETAIL SALES days,
nights & weekends.
Clean work environment,
good hourly pay. Must be
21 or older. Apply @
Northside Carry Out,
1226 N. Meridian, Port-
land, IN. Attn: Ruth  
AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR DRIVER Prefer
with van. Jacob D. Eich-
er, 8316 N 250 E, Bryant,
IN 47326 

EXPERIENCED SEMI
DRIVER needed in Port-
land, IN. Monday-Friday
dedicated run only,
$0.60/mile, 2500-3000
miles/week. Lots of ben-
efits included. Call
260.251.7839 or email
customerservice@tjx-
pservice.com $2000
SIGN ON BONU 
WANTED Amish crew
looking for a person to
drive and work. Leave
message 260-750-1004  
JAY COUNTY
CLERK’S OFFICE is
looking to hire a part
time employee. Records
scanning is the majority
of the responsibilities.
21-28 Hours, Hours are
8:30am -4:30pm (1 Hour
Lunch), Any 3-4 days
(except week-ends),
Start date approximately
June7, 2021, Hourly
rate of $13.54 Call Jon
Eads at the Clerk’s
Office (260-726-6915)
by June 1,2021 to set up
an interview time  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS
COLUMN

AG RENTAL Spread-
ers: BBI, Artsway Verti-
cal. New Holland 228
skid loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 
TRIPLE J FARMS CUS-
TOM BAILING For cus-
tom hay mowing, raking
or bailing and straw for
sale call Joe 260-251-
9271 

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�
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√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

BANNERS

40” x 13”

BUY ONE
FOR 
$695
GET 

ONE FOR
$350
Birthdays,

Anniversaries,
Get Well,

Just Because,
Valentine’s

Day,
and Many
Others.

Graphic Printing,

309 West Main St.,

Portland.

Open 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Tuesday-Friday
Custom sizes
available.

The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery

Comments or
Problems?
Call our 

Circulation
Hotline

260-251-9588
After 5:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery Deadlines
Tuesday - Friday: 6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St., Portland.

Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Circulation Department Hours:

10:30 am - 5:00 p.m.

T   
    

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know

what you might find in

The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to

a new home, to a

new job,

the Classifieds

deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call  

260-726-8141

Public Notice
NOTICE TO BIDDERS FOR

THE JAY SCHOOL 
CORPORATION
"Roof Project"

Location: Jay County Jr-Sr
High School
2072 WSR67

Portland, IN 47371
Notice is hereby given, that
the Board of School Trustees
of the Jay School Corporation
(the Owner) will receive
sealed bids for the replace-
ment of two roof sections at
the Jay County Jr-Sr High
School in 2021.
Bids will be accepted at the
Jay School Corporation, Ad-
ministration Office, 414 Flo-
ral Avenue, Portland, IN un-
til 1:00 pm on Wednesday,
June 16, 2021.
The roof specifications and
subsequent inspection of the
roof sections may be ob-
tained by contacting Mark
Myers, Maintenance/ Facility
Director, Jay School Corpo-
ration,(260) 251-0097.
The roof sections scheduled
for replacement are the fol-
lowing:

Bid Item 4A - Roof Section
# 1, Approximately 36,193
sq. ft.
Bid Item 4B - Roof Section#
2, Approximately 6,720 sq.
ft.

The contract will be awarded
to the lowest responsive and
responsible bidder, comply-
ing with the conditions for
bidding, provided the bid is
reasonable and it is the best
interest of the Owner to ac-
cept it. The Owner reserves
the right to reject the bid of
any or all bidders in accor-
dance with Indiana Code 36-
1-12.
Bids not reaching said office
by 1 :00 pm, June 16, 2021 will
not be opened and will be re-
turned unopened to the orig-
inal bidder.
Dated this 19th day of May

2021
Board of School Trustees

The Jay School Corporation
CR/NS 5-19,26-2021 HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF PROPOSED 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS                      
Notice is hereby given the taxpayers of Jay County, Indiana that
the proper legal officers of Jay County Council at the Jay Coun-
ty Court House, at 7:00 o'clock p.m., on the 9th day of June 2021
will consider the following additional appropriations in excess
of the budget for the current year.
COUNTY GENERAL
1000-232-30-0021 Postage $750.00
DRUG FREE COMMUNITIES
1148-001-30-0126 Jay County Organization $20,141.42
COURT INTERPRETER
4018-001-30-0158 Court Translation Service $1,482.13
INFRASTRUCTURE
4908-001-30-0215 Jay County Fairgrounds $70,000.00
4908-001-30-0145 Courthouse Project $80,000.00
Total $172,373.55
Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be
heard.  The additional appropriation as finally made will be re-
ferred to the Department of Local Government Finance. The
DLGF will make a written determination as to the sufficiency of
funds to support the appropriations made within fifteen (15)
days of receipt of a certified copy of the action time.

Anna Culy
Jay County Auditor

CR/NS 5-26-2021-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF 
ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION

Notice is hereby given the taxpayers of the City of Portland, Jay
County, Indiana that the proper legal officers of the City of Port-
land at their meeting place at the City of Portland Council
Chambers, 1616 Franklin Street, Portland, Indiana 47371, on
June 7, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. will consider the following additional
appropriation in excess of the budget for the current year.
249-001-472.100 LOIT Police Equipment $26,556.00
Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be
heard.  The additional appropriation as finally made will be re-
ferred to the Department of Local Government and Finance.
THE DLGF will make a written determination as to the suffi-
ciency of funds to support the appropriations made within fif-
teen (15) days of receipt of a certified copy of action taken.

Lori Phillips
Clerk Treasurer
City of Portland

CR 5-26-2021-HSPAXLP
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Continued from page 8
“I really didn’t think I had to

because those two girls were kick-
ing it in,” said an out-of-breath
Shannon to her teammates after
the race.

She trailed only defending state
champion Ramiah Elliott (55.72) of
North Central and Kacyra Sim-
mons (58.93) of  the host Giants
with her career-best time of  59.47.

“I just kept going,” added Shan-
non. “I was dead on the last stretch
but I was like, ‘Just finish.’ … And,
I don’t know. I just did it. It was a
killer. …

“It’s a shock, finally, as a senior
going to state. It’s amazing. I did
not think I was ever going to get
past regional.”

As shocked as Shannon was, it’s
difficult to imagine anyone having
had a more surprising seven days
than Benter.

The Patriot senior placed fourth
in the 100-meter high hurdles at

the Delta sectional. Only the top
three are guaranteed to move on to
the regional meet.

But her time proved good
enough to earn her a spot filling
out the regional field. It was so
good, she entered the meet seeded
ninth of  16 runners.

Then she ran the seventh-fastest
time — her career-best mark of
16.24 — in the preliminaries to
earn a spot in the finals. She could-
n’t quite match that time in the last
race of  her career, but still climbed
two more spots for a fifth-place
regional finish. (She was just one
hundredth of  a second behind
fourth-place finisher Ella Garvin
of  New Castle in 16.35 while each
of  the top three broke the 16-sec-
ond mark.)

“I was just surprised,” said Ben-
ter, who was also 12th in the 300
hurdles in 49.91. “I was lucky if  I
could get ninth. That’s how I felt.”

Bilbrey also climbed the ladder

in the closing weeks of  her sopho-
more season.

After knocking on the door to
triple digits for most of  the year,
she finally broke through last
week with her runner-up sectional
toss of  100 feet, 3.5 inches. That dis-
tance made her the No. 11 seed,
just on the outside of  the top nine
required to make finals.

Like her teammates, she deliv-
ered when the pressure was on.
Bilbrey qualified for the finals and
improved her career-best distance
with a throw of  102 feet, 1 inch, to
place seventh.

“Gabi has been all year between

95 and 98 feet in the discus,” said
Imel. “I knew — we all knew —
that she could throw 100 or over
100. She’s just a really hard work-
er.”

Kylie Klopfenstein, the only
other individual Patriot compet-
ing Tuesday, had a toss of  35 feet,
0.5 inches, for 11th in the shot put.

Sophia Fugiett, Lindy Wood,
Molly Muhlenkamp and Willow
Hardy posted a time of  11 minutes,
0.56 seconds, for 13th in the 4x800
relay. Shea Bailey, Makinsey Mur-
phy, Shannon and Benter were
14th in the 4x400 relay in 4 min-
utes, 24.75 seconds.

STATE ...
‘It’s a shock, finally, as a senior going to
state. It’s amazing. I did not think I was

ever going to get past regional.’
—Kinsey Shannon,
Jay County senior

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Baseball sectional
semifinal vs. Guerin Catholic at York-
town – 7:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track regional at
Troy – 4:30 p.m.

Fort Wayne TinCaps at South Bend
Cubs – 7:05 p.m.

Thursday
Jay County — Boys track regional at

Lawrence Central – 5:30 p.m.; Boys golf
at Adams Central – 4:30 p.m.; Softball
sectional semifinal vs. TBA at Hamilton
Heights – 5 p.m.

Fort Wayne TinCaps at South Bend
Cubs – 7:05 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Boys golf vs. Wes-Del –

4:30 p.m.; Baseball sectional semifinal
vs. TBA at Yorktown – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track regional at
Troy – 4:30 p.m.

Fort Wayne TinCaps at South Bend
Cubs – 7:05 p.m.

Saturday
Portland Rockets doubleheader vs.

Midland Tribe – 1 p.m.
Fort Wayne TinCaps at South Bend

Cubs – 7:05 p.m.

Sunday
Portland Rockets doubleheader vs.

Midland Tribe – 1 p.m.

On tap
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for coverage of tonight’s
JCHS baseball sectional
opener vs. Guerin Catholic

Want to order sports
photos? Call our office to
place your order today!

WINCHESTER — Kyle
Sanders and Caleb DeRome
each birdied twice in helping
the Jay County High School
boys golf  team finish first on
Tuesday in a match at Winches-
ter Golf  Course.

The Patriots had a team total
of  178, with Union City Indians
(186) runner-up and Randolph
Southern Rebels (237) third.

Sanders birdied both the par-
5 sixth and par-5 seventh holes
while DeRome was 1-under on
the seventh and par-4 eighth.

Griffin Mann also birdied the
sixth hole on his way to a team-
best round of  42, earning match
medalist honors over Union
City’s Brayden Hoggett by one
stroke.

Sanders and DeRome both
shot 44, and Simon Pryor com-
pleted the team score with his
round of  48.

Brock DeHoff  also competed,
but his 51 did not factor into the
team total.

Season ends in semifinal
MARION —  The Jay County

girls tennis team had its season
end in the regional semifinal on
Tuesday with a 4-1 loss to the
host Marion Giants.

Madison Dirksen and Rachel
Muhlenkamp had the Patriots’
only win, getting a 6-3, 6-4 victo-
ry at No. 1 doubles.

Lilly Hedges and Holly Hem-
melgarn dropped their No. 2

doubles match, 6-3, 4-6, 6-2.
At No. 1 single, Grace Brew-

ster fell to Jaden Sebastian by a
6-0, 6-1 margin, and Lyric Gar-
ringer ended her career with a
6-1, 6-0 defeat to Anna Wuertley.

Kierston Blunk fell at No. 3
singles, 6-2, 6-0.

Jay walks off
Jay County’s junior varsity

baseball team scored three runs
in the bottom of  the seventh
inning on Tuesday for a 11-10
walk-off  win against the Bish-
op Dwenger Saints.

Ryne Goldsworthy hit two
doubles, a single and knocked
in three runs to lead the Patri-
ots (8-11). Jackson Edwards and
Peyton James both had two sin-
gles and two RBIs, while Con-
ner Specht hit two singles and
had an RBI as well.

Kenny Carducci finished

with two singles, and Tavin
Wasson also singled.

Edwards was credited with
the win. He allowed one hit and
struck out one in 1 1/3 innings
of  relief.

Matt’s outlasts Barnett’s
Matt’s Garage outlasted Bar-

nett’s Auto Parts in a high-scor-
ing affair, 23-21, on Tuesday in
Portland Junior League’s Rook-
ie baseball division.

Blake Jellison hit a triple,
two doubles, a single and
recorded seven RBIs for Matt’s
which also got a double and
three singles from Easton
Steed, Liam Ridenour and Lex-
ton Dakin. Ridenour and Dakin
both had three RBIs, while
Steed finished with two RBIs. 

Saywer Hemmelgarn home-
red twice, tripled, singled and
collected five RBIs for Bar-

nett’s. Tuck Hemmelgarn also
hit a home run, doubled and tal-
lied three singles and four
RBIs.

Big win
Pak-A-Sak picked up a big

win, 23-1, against Williams
Auto Parts on Tuesday in PJL’s
Rookie baseball action.

Cash Reynolds and Colton
Garringer each had two dou-
bles, three singles and four
runs for Pak-A-Sak. Darby
Cruz, Henry Teeter and Sawyer
Young all doubled, with Cruz
adding four singles, Young sin-
gling three times and Teeter
contributing two singles.

Liam Schreiber led Williams
with two singles. Parker Hunts-
man singled and scored a run,
while LJ Carter, Ethan Wilson
and Leo Page all singled in the
loss.

Local
roundup

Jay County boys golf tops Indians, Rebels

By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review

ARCADIA — Alanah
Jones was virtually unhit-
table.

Through four innings,
the Patriots made contact
with just six of  her pitches,
but they all went foul.

After five innings, she
still hadn’t allowed a hit,
and struck out all but one
of  the possible 15 outs.

When the Patriots finally
put the ball in play it was
far too late.

Jay County High
School’s softball team had a
tough time against Jones
and the top-ranked York-
town Tigers on Tuesday in
an 8-0, season-ending loss
in the Class 3A Sectional 24
quarterfinal game at
Hamilton Heights.

“That’s the best pitcher
we’ve faced all year,” said
first-year JCHS coach
Trisha Green, whose team
ends its season 17-8. “She
was good. She was quick.
When you go from slow
pitchers to fast pitchers it’s
hard to adjust.

“We came out at the end
of  the game and we were
starting to hit her but you

can’t come back from eight
runs at the end of  the
game.”

Aside from a six-pitch
walk to Rieley Brewster in
the top of  the first inning,
Jones struck out 13 of  the
first 14 batters she faced, all
but three of  them were
swinging.

With one out in the top of
the fourth inning, Haley
Gillette reached on an
error as Jay County’s first
baserunner of  the game.
But a fly out to center and
Jones’ 14th punchout left
Gillette standing at first
base.

After Jones’ 15th strike-
out to start sixth inning,
Mady Fraley and Aubrie
Schwieterman broke up
her no-hit bid with consec-
utive singles.

Brewster battled with
Jones, getting down 0-2 but
fighting back to a 2-2 count.
She fouled off  four pitches,
including one over the out-
field fence but about 15 feet
foul, but bounced into a
fielder’s choice, and Renna
Schwieterman struck out
to end the Patriots’ only
real threat of  the night.

“We knew she was quick

but we weren’t quite sure
what we were coming
into,” Green said. Jones
finished with 18 strikeouts,
allowed two hits and one
walk. “We had a couple
that were trying to bunt,
but bunting on a fast pitch-
er is not easy to do when
you’re not used to it any-
ways.”

Yorktown (23-5), the 2019
state runner-up which
meets Hamilton Heights in
the sectional semifinal, did
just about everything to
score runs; doubles to the
outfield fence, bunts,
groundouts and sacrifice
flies.

The Tigers played one
run in the second on a

Jenna Sylvester RBI
groundout, and added two
in the third on a sacrifice
fly and a wild pitch. In the
fourth, an error kicked off
a stretch of  three straight
scoring plays as Yorktown
led 6-0 after the fourth
inning.

Another error and a bunt
single brought home two

more runs in the fifth for
Yorktown.

“They’re a good, solid
team,” Green said. Ainsley
Phillips, Lexi Morris, Kate-
lyn Knott and Jones each
had two hits. “They were
able to get some bunts
down and throw us off. 

“We got a little rattled,
but we know how to handle
the bunts. I think they just
placed them well or hit
them a little further than
some of  the girls were
expecting.”

Tuesday marked the end
of  the JCHS career for four
starters: Maddy Rinker,
Aubrie Schwieterman,
Gillette and Brewster. 

Brewster, Schwieterman
and Gillette ended the sea-
son first, second and fourth
in batting, and Brewster
smashed a team-best 12
home runs. She also had 37
runs, 35 RBIs, 11 doubles,
all of  which led the team.

Schwieterman, however,
will continue to play soft-
ball at Indiana Wesleyan.

“They’re all leaders,”
Green said. “They’re great
players. They’re the glue to
the team right now. I’m
proud of  them.”

Tigers’ Jones shuts down Patriot offense
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Jay County High School senior third baseman Reiley Brewster
reaches to place a tag on Yorktown’s Alanah Jones on a steal attempt during
the second inning of the Class 3A Sectional 24 quarterfinial on Tuesday at
Hamilton Heights. Top-ranked Yorktown beat Jay County, 8-0.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

INDIANAPOLIS — Elisa
Parazzi missed on her first
attempt at three heights in a row.

Kinsey Shannon was slower
out of  the blocks than she would
have liked.

At the regional level, misses
and milliseconds can be season-
ending. For the pair of  Patriots,
they served simply as motivation
to make sure they would see
another week.

Parazzi earned the first
regional championship in a
decade for Jay County High
School’s girls track team and
Shannon joined her in securing
a state berth at Tuesday’s meet at
Ben Davis. It marks the first time
in school history that the Patri-
ots have sent multiple athletes to
the girls track state finals.

Abby Benter and Gabi Bilbrey
also added top-eight finishes as
JCHS scored 22 points to place
11th out of  28 scoring teams.
North Central won the title with
79, followed by Cathedral (64) and
Bishop Chatard (61.75).

“I couldn’t be prouder of  the
girls,” said Jay County coach Joe
Imel, whose team posted the pro-
gram’s best regional finish since
placing ninth in 2011. “This is
the time where you run the best
that you can and run the best
times that you’ve ran all year,
and they answered that.

“And two to state is absolutely
amazing.”

Parazzi was the favorite enter-
ing the regional after recording a
career-best leap of  5 feet, 6 inch-

es, to win the sectional title last
week at Delta. But after clearing
the bar easily at each of  the first
two heights and then passing at 5
feet, 1 inch, she missed her first
attempt at 5 feet, 2 inches, before
making it over on her second try.

Again at 5 feet, 3 inches, the
bar came tumbling down for the
Patriot on try No. 1 while Victo-
ria Hardnett of  Muncie Central
sailed over on her first attempt.
Parazzi again came through on
her second opportunity, but the
previous miss put Hardnett in
the driver’s seat to win the
regional. (Misses are the
tiebreaker in high jump.)

Needing to clear the bar at 5

feet, 4 inches, for a chance at the
regional title, Parazzi again
missed on her first attempt. But
so did the other four remaining
jumpers. 

Just over three minutes later,
she soared.

Parazzi slipped over the bar on
her second try at 5 feet, 4 inches,
clapped as she popped out of  the
pit and jogged an eighth of  a lap
clockwise around the outside of
the track to hug her exchange
student sister Stefanie Dietrich
in celebration.

No one else was able to match
her, making Parazzi the Patriots’
first regional champion since
Maria Murphy in discus in 2011.

“You have three attempts, and
if  you fail the first one, it doesn’t
matter, you have other
attempts,” said Parazzi, an
exchange student from Italy, who
will return to Ben Davis June 5
to compete in the IHSAA Girls
Track and Field State Finals.
“That’s what helped me because
I failed all first attempts I had.
But I was sure I wanted to do it. I
wanted to win. And I won.”

Shannon was the No. 3 seed for
the 400-meter dash Tuesday —
the top three athletes in each
event earn a state berth — but
her odds of  advancing quickly
diminished.

The JCHS senior didn’t get out

of  the blocks as quickly as she
would have liked. At the mid-
point of  the race, she was near
the back of  the field. As the run-
ners made the turn for the home
stretch, it appeared her career in
her best event was over.

Then, suddenly, with 10 meters
left, she was in it.

A week after rallying the Patri-
ots’ 4x400 relay team for a region-
al berth, Shannon fought for a
personal comeback. She surged
through the final steps, edging
ahead of  Heritage Christian’s
Carsyn Burdine at the finish line
to claim third place by just 12
hundredths of  a second.

See STATE page 7

TWO TO STATE
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Jay County High School’s Elisa Parazzi arches her body over the bar Tuesday evening during the high jump
competition in the regional meet at Ben Davis. Parazzi was the only competitor to clear 5 feet, 4 inches, winning the Patriots’
first regional championship in 10 years.

Patriots have
two qualifiers
for first time

in team history


