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E. Grant Fager, 77,
Dunkirk

Stanley Peterson, 65,
Beechgrove, Tennessee

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  64 degrees Tues-
day. The low was 50.

The forecast calls for
tonight’s low to dip into the
30s. Rain is expected Thursday
with thunderstorms possible
in the afternoon. The high will
be 61.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

The Jay County treasurer’s
office will be open for extend-
ed hours for the next two days.
It will be open from 8:30 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. Thursday and Friday.
The office will return to regu-
lar hours (8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.) Monday.

Jay County Clerk’s Office
will be closed through at least
May 12 because of  a COVID-19
outbreak. No marriage licens-
es will be issued and child sup-
port payments will not be
accepted. Child support pay-
ments can be made online at
jaycounty.net.

The office will be available
via phone at (260) 726-4951.

Deaths Weather In review In review
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By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review

A Portland woman
convicted of  murder
will spend more than
half  a century behind
bars.

Jay Circuit Court
Judge Brian Hutchison
sentenced Esther J.
Stephen to 55 years in
prison for the Jan. 12,
2020, murder of  31-year-
old Shea Briar.

“I respect the judge’s
decision,” said Jay
County prosecutor Wes
Schemenaur, who
argued for the maxi-
mum 65-year penalty.
“And I think the judge is
ultimately correct. The
aggravating factors that
I argued, they were
aggravating factors that

are listed in the statute
but that’s not the exclu-
sive list, but it’s the
safest course, I think,
probably for the court to
stick with what’s in the
statute.

“He’s probably cor-
rect, a 65-year sentence
wouldn’t withstand
appeal.”

Murder in Indiana
carries a sentence of  45
to 65 years with an advi-
sory sentence of  55
years.

Brandon Murphy, who
represented Stephen
after her initial defense
attorney Jill Gonzalez
died April 11, and
Stephen will appeal the
sentence.

Stephen, 30, with
whom Briar shared a

child, is the first con-
victed of  murder in con-
nection with Briar’s
death. She was found
guilty on March 19 after
a five-day trial during
which the jury of  eight
women and four men
deliberated for nearly
two and a half  hours
before coming to a unan-
imous verdict.

Shelby Hiestand, Port-
land, and Hannah Knap-
ke, Fort Recovery, both
19, have also been
charged with murder.
Hiestand’s trial is sched-
uled to start Aug. 9,
while Knapke is set to
stand trial beginning
Nov. 15.

In arguing for the
maximum sentence,
Schemenaur said the

aggravating circum-
stances outweighed that
of  any potential mitiga-
tors. He said Briar’s
murder was not a spur-
of-the-moment decision
and had been plotted for
several weeks; Stephen,
as a former coach and
mentor who lured Hies-
tand and Knapke into
the plot that was to her
benefit; and Briar’s suf-
fering was greater than
necessary.

“I don’t want to imag-
ine what went through
his mind as he lay there
knowing he was going to
die,” he said.

Shortly before
announcing the sen-
tence, Hutchison said
the fact Stephen had no
prior contact with the

court system was a
strong mitigating factor,
and another was the fact
she is unlikely to com-
mit another crime
because Stephen was to
spend at least 45 years in
prison. But he also refer-
enced what he saw as a
lack of  contrition for
her actions.

“I have not seen the
first bit of  remorse out
of  you from the initial
hearing until now,” he
said. “The only emotion
I’ve seen is fear.

“You planned this
thing out. You recruited
two young women to
help. You lured Shea out
… You denied the child
an opportunity to learn
about its father.”

See Sentenced page 2

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Grant Fager, former
mayor, council member
and firefighter, died Mon-
day.

He was 77.
Fager served two terms

as mayor of  Dunkirk.
A Republican, he was

first elected mayor in
1987, defeating Democrat
Charles DeCamp 436-297.
He won all of  the city’s
four precincts.

“I’m ready to put poli-
tics behind and get busy,”
he told The Commercial
Review after his victory.
“Basically, I’m satisfied.
I’m optimistic with the
bunch we’ve got.”

He succeeded fellow
Republican Jack Mink,
who served two terms
and chose not to seek a
third.

Fager was uncontested
in earning a second term
in 1991. He chose not to
seek a third term in 1995
and was succeeded by fel-
low Republican Robert
Davenport. (No Dunkirk
mayor has served more
than a single term since
Fager left office.)

The 1961 Dunkirk High
School graduate also
served two terms on
Dunkirk City Council
prior to being elected
mayor. He was council
president for four years.

As a councilman and
mayor, Fager was an
advocate for creating the
city’s industrial park. He
emphasized the need for
community involvement.

“The survival of
Dunkirk or any other
small community
depends on the leader-
ship we provide now,”
Fager said during his
campaign for mayor.

See Mayor page 2

55 years

Portland’s Stephen sentenced for
January 2020 murder of Shea Briar

The Commercial Review/Chris Schanz

Esther J. Stephen (center), 30, is escorted out of Jay County Courthouse Tuesday afternoon after receiving a 55-
year sentence for the Jan. 12, 2020, murder of 31-year-old Shea Briar. Stephen is the first of three women to be convicted
after being charged with murder in the shooting death of Briar. 

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

The water park will open on
Memorial Day weekend.

What the hours will be and
when weekday hours will begin
remains up in the air.

Portland Park Board on Tues-
day confirmed that Portland
Water Park will be ready to
open May 29, but staffing short-
ages forced other details about
the coming season to be left
unanswered.

The board also discussed the
ongoing process of  developing
the next five-year park plan and
gave the OK for an aspiring
Eagle Scout to add a feature at
Hudson Family Park.

Portland Water Park manager
Missy Bader reported at Tues-
day’s meeting that she has
seven returning full-time life-
guards and two or three part-
time. Seven potential new life-
guards have applied and started
the training process.

Even if  all seven are added,

though, it will still leave the
staff  well below the 25-plus life-
guards the facility had during
the coronavirus-shortened 2020
season. If  that is the case, hours
may need to be reduced and
rentals may not be possible.

“We can’t be open all those
hours with what I have right
now,” said Bader, noting that
other pools in the area are fac-
ing similar issues. “People are
just going to have to be flexi-
ble.”

The facility’s schedule for the
year is also complicated by the

fact that Jay Schools will be in
session through June 11
because the start of  the school
year was delayed in response to
the ongoing coronavirus pan-
demic.

The board agreed to have the
pool open Memorial Day week-
end (May 29 through 31) and
then revisit the schedule at its
June 1 meeting.

Board members again dis-
cussed the 2022-2026 five-year
park plan, which needs to be
complete by the end of  the year.

See Hours page 5

Hours may be limited

The Commercial Review/Nate Fields

Emma James keeps watch over the pool at Portland
Water Park during summer 2018. The water park is currently
short on lifeguards for the 2021 season, which may result in
reduced hours. The facility is scheduled to open May 29.

Fager led
city for

two terms,
also served
on council

Former
Dunkirk
mayor
dies at
age 77

Water park will open May 29,
but lifeguard shortage leaves 
other details still in question
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E. Grant Fager
Aug. 24, 1943-May 3, 2021

E. Grant Fager, Jr. passed
away peacefully on May 3, 2021,
at the age of  77 years old.

Grant was
born on Aug. 24,
1943, in Portland,
Indiana, to par-
ents E. Grant Sr.
and Helen (Todd)
Fager. He grew
up in Dunkirk,
and graduated a
Speedcat from
Dunkirk High
School in 1961 where he man-
aged the basketball team.

He met the love of  his life,
Martha “Lana” VanHorn, of
Pennville, in March 1962 and
they married on Sept. 7, 1963.
He was a lifetime resident and
ardent supporter of  the
Dunkirk community where he

served as mayor, on city coun-
cil and on the Dunkirk Fire
Department for 25 years. He
worked for Stewart Brothers
Furniture in downtown
Dunkirk for 44 years, and West
Jay Middle School for six
years.

Those who know Grant knew
him as a selfless, proud and
loving husband, father, grand-
father and great-grandfather,
an avid fan of  the Indiana
Hoosiers, an infectious lover
of  dogs, a wandering outdoors-
man and as a serial spreader of
wisdom (and of  ever-so-slight-
ly tall tales). You couldn’t
spend more than a moment in
his presence without leaving
with a smile on your face.

Grant is survived by his wife
of  57 years, Lana Fager; son
Doug (Karen) Fager; daughter
Jill (Mike) Wells; grandsons
Tyler (Amanda) and Ethan

(Erin) Fager, and Spencer and
Grant Wells; and great-grand-
son Clark Fager.

He was preceded in death by
his parents; brother Ralph
Fager; and sister June Ellen
Messersmith.

Arrangements have been
made by Wilson Shook Funeral
Home, Dunkirk Memorial
Chapel, and private graveside
services will be held at a later
date. 

Condolences may be sent to
Lana Fager, and donations may
be made in Grant’s name to the
Church of  the Nazarene in
Dunkirk.

Condolences may be expressed
at wilsonshookfh.com.

Stanley Peterson
Sept. 6, 1955-April 29, 2021

Stanley Lee Peterson, age 65,
of  Beechgrove, Tennessee, left

his earthly home
on Thursday,
April 29, 2021.

He was an
employee at Nis-
san Inc. in Smyr-
na, Tennessee
and formerly
worked at
Whirlpool Inc.
for 25 years.

He was born in Portland,
Indiana, on Sept. 6, 1955, to the
late Paul Gene and Betty Bows-
er Peterson.

He is survived by his loving
wife of  15½ years Sheila Peter-
son; children Rob (Andrea)
Peterson, Jessica (Lee) Cox,
Paul (Shanda) Peterson, Melis-
sa Geasley, April (Phillip) Vin-
son and  Lindsey (Jesse) Smith;
grandchildren Spencer,
McKenzie, Anne Marie, Emma,
Cayden, Katelyn, Evelyn,
Jacob and Eliza; great-grand-

child Darrico; brother Alan
(Becky) Peterson; sister Anita
Childers; step-mother Camille
Centers Peterson; and also by
his #1 child Maggie.

Stanley loved woodworking
and fishing.

Visitation and services were
held Sunday at Murfreesboro
Funeral Home.

To send flowers to the family
or plant a tree in memory of
Stanley Peterson, please visit
murfreesborofuneralhome.com.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those
with a connection to our cover-
age area free of  charge.  They
include the name, city of  resi-
dence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only
from funeral homes or mortu-
ary services.

Obituaries

Fager

Peterson

SERVICES
Saturday

Stults, Florence: 10:30 a.m.,
Sugar Grove United Methodist

Church, 11515 W. 600 South,

Redkey.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

Bus accident
Damage is estimated between $5,000

and $10,000 after a Jay School Corpora-
tion bus driver abruptly slowed before
approaching a stop sign about 2:45 p.m.
Tuesday, causing another vehicle to strike
the bus.

Kristeena Beatrice, 31, Redkey, was
driving a 2021 school bus with 18 students
inside east on Indiana 26. John A. Lan-
caster, 51, Montpelier, was driving behind
the bus and was unable to stop in time,
hitting the rear of  the bus with his 2015
Ford Transit. 

Beatrice later told Jay County Sheriff ’s
Office she slowed her vehicle before com-
ing to the stop sign because of  an oncom-

ing semi she thought might turn in front
of  her. Lancaster’s Ford was towed from
the scene.

Tools stolen
Around $8,000 in tools and materials

were stolen from a trailer Monday in
Dunkirk.

Terry Finnerty called Jay County Sher-
iff ’s Office to report several items —
including battery operated hand tools,
saws, sheet metal, wood, a generator and
tool box — missing from a trailer sitting
at the property of  10846 W. 150 South. The
trailer belongs to Dave Franks, who was
completing some contracted work at the
address.

Continued from page 1
Fager was also involved with the

formation of  Jay County Develop-
ment Corporation and served on Indi-
ana Lt. Gov. John Mutz’s task force
that sought to keep Indiana Glass Co.
in Dunkirk. He was a firefighter for
the city for 25 years.

In addition to his government serv-

ice, Fager worked at Stewart Brothers
Furniture in Dunkirk for 44 years
and at West Jay Middle School for six
years.

Fager was born on Aug. 24, 1943, in
Portland to E. Grant Sr. and Helen
(Todd) Fager. He grew up in Dunkirk
and married Martha “Lana” Van-
Horn of  Pennville on Sept. 7, 1963.

Survivors include his wife; son
Doug (Karen) Fager; daughter Jill
(Mike) Wells; four grandsons; and one
great-grandson.

Wilson Shook Funeral Home is
handling arrangements. A private
graveside service will be held at a
later date. His full obituary appears
elsewhere on this page.

Mayor ...

Continued from page 1
Murphy called four witnesses to

argue for a lesser sentence. They
included Beth Stephen, Esther’s
mother, and Murphy questioned each
about Esther’s involvement with the
community and church in an effort
for a reduced sentence.

“This is a small town,” Hutchison
said. “This has rocked the communi-
ty … All this talk about church, but
‘Thou shall not kill.’

“You showed callous disregard for
Shea Briar’s life.”

In the sentencing hearing that last-
ed nearly an hour, Schemenaur called
four witnesses to the stand, including
Briar’s mother, grandmother and
aunt. Each of  them read from a pre-
pared statement.

“The pain of  losing Shea is some-
thing I’ll never get over,” said Tiffany

McLaughlin, Briar’s aunt. “I’ll never
hear his goofy laugh. He was sense-
lessly taken from us.”

Sharon Taylor, Briar’s grandmoth-
er who also testified during Stephen’s
trial, held back tears as she read her
statement.

“I will never again prepare Shea’s
favorite meal,” she said. “I want to
erase Jan. 12, 2020, from my memory.

Jan. 12, 2020, will forever be my new
reality.”

According to court documents, the
three women picked Briar up at his
Portland home with plans to “hang
out” and proceeded to drive in Knap-
ke’s vehicle to the county road 125
West bridge over Loblolly Creek, just
south of  county road 850 North.
There, Stephen distracted Briar to
allow Hiestand to retrieve a gun from
the vehicle. Hiestand then shot Briar
once in the back. Knapke was stand-
ing next to Hiestand at the time of  the
shooting.

Briar was found on the bridge
about 2 a.m. Jan. 12 and died later the
same day at Lutheran Hospital in
Fort Wayne.

Hiestand and Knapke are being
held in Jay County Jail pending their
trials.

Sentenced ...

Judge Gail Dues
Fined and sentenced

Jimmie A. Cearo, 33, 4434
Holton St., Fort Wayne,
pleaded guilty to driving
with a suspended license, a
Class A misdemeanor ––
He was sentenced to 60
days in Jay County Jail and
given 20 days credit for 10
days served, and he was
assessed court costs of
$185.50.

Andrea M. Bailey, 38, 321
N. Dalton Ave., Albany,
pleaded guilty to driving

with a suspended license, a
Class A misdemeanor ––
She was sentenced to 90
days in Jay County Jail and
given 76 days credit for 38
days served. She was fined
$25 and assessed court
costs of  $185.50.

Cases filed
Indiana v. Angela C.

Dixon, Level 6 felony
TD Bank USA v. Sarah

Lee, civil collection
Indiana v. Aaron C

Shawver, Level 6 felony

LVNV Funding LLC v.
Pamela Jeffers, civil collec-
tion

Indiana v. Rodney W. Lin-
der, Level 6 felony

Indiana v. Kayla N.
Cloud, Level 6 felony

Indiana v. Debrandon M.
Robinson, criminal misde-
meanor

Indiana v. Melissa M.
Buzzard, criminal misde-
meanor

Indiana v. Shane L.
Williams, Level 6 felony

Indiana v. Parker M.

Squier, criminal misde-
meanor

LVNV Funding LLC v.
Julie Cadwallader, civil col-
lection

Indiana v. Daryl L. Coop-
er, criminal misdemeanor

Indiana v. Mark W.
Kitchen, Level 6 felony

Indiana v. Dewayne G.
Harrington, criminal mis-
demeanor

Indiana v. Rebecca N. Foy,
Level 6 felony

Indiana v. Michael R.
Coleman, Level 6 felony

Capsule Reports

Jay Superior Court

Additional trials
scheduled for
August and
November

Thursday
5 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Plan Commission, audi-
torium, Jay County
Courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................7.36
Wheat ......................7.10

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................7.31
June corn ................7.46

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................7.31
June corn ................7.31
Beans ......................16.03
June beans ............16.03
Wheat ...................... 7.23
June wheat.............. 7.13

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................7.19
June corn ................7.20
Beans ......................16.01
Sept. beans ............13.24
Wheat ...................... 7.01

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................7.36
June corn ................7.29
Beans ......................15.64
June beans ............15.64
Wheat ......................6.85
July wheat................6.85

Lotteries

On May 5, 1925, school-
teacher John T. Scopes
was charged in Ten-
nessee with violating a
state law that prohibited
teaching the theory of
evolution. (Scopes was
found guilty, but his con-
viction was later set
aside.)
In 1494, during his sec-
ond voyage to the West-
ern Hemisphere,
Christopher Columbus
landed in Jamaica.
In 1818, political
philosopher Karl Marx,
co-author of  “The Com-
munist Manifesto” and
author of  “Das Kapital,”
was born in Prussia.
In 1891, New York’s
Carnegie Hall (then
named “Music Hall”)
had its official opening
night, featuring Russian
composer Peter Ilyich
Tchaikovsky as a guest
conductor.

In 1942, wartime sugar
rationing began in the
United States.
In 1945, in the only
fatal attack of  its kind
during World War II, a
Japanese balloon bomb
exploded on Gearhart
Mountain in Oregon,
killing the pregnant
wife of  a minister and
five children.
In 1961, astronaut Alan
B. Shepard Jr. became
America’s first space
traveler as he made a 15-
minute suborbital flight
aboard Mercury capsule
Freedom 7.
In 1971, Pennville High
School’s boys track
team closed its season
with a 65-53 victory over
Marion Bennett. Senior
Ralph Frazee led the
Bulldogs with wins the
100-yard dash and 220
dash.

—AP and The CR

CR almanac
Thursday

5/6
Friday
5/7

Saturday
5/8

Sunday
5/9

Monday
5/10

61/38 59/36 60/43 57/41 60/41
There is a

70% chance of
rain and thun-
derstorms.
Otherwise
mostly cloudy
with light winds
possible.

Mostly
sunny all day
with clouds
coming out at
night. No rain
expected.

Rain will
continue with
a 60% chance
of rain under
mostly cloudy
skies.

More poten-
tial rain with a
40% chance of
showers. Skies
will be mostly
sunny with wind
gusts up to 25
mph.

A sunny day
with a 60%
chance of rain
late at night.
Otherwise mod-
erate tempera-
tures.

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$142 million

Mega Millions
4-27-32-57-63 
Mega Ball: 22
Megaplier: 3
Estimated jackpot:

$370 million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 1-8-9
Daily Four: 0-4-0-3
Evening
Daily Three: 4-2-4
Daily Four: 3-8-8-3
Quick Draw: 1-9-11-12-

13-17-18-20-24-29-36-43-46-
56-57-59-63-73-79

Cash 5: 11-18-20-23-34
Estimated jackpot:

$758,000

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 9-2-1
Pick 4: 5-6-9-5
Pick 5: 7-6-0-3-2
Evening
Pick 3: 5-7-4
Pick 4: 2-3-7-3
Pick 5: 4-9-3-6-3
Rolling Cash: 3-19-21-

37-39
Estimated jackpot:

$212,000



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.

Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

STRESS AND ANXIETY
CLASS — Meets each
Wednesday at 2nd Chance
at Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information, call
(206) 726-9625 or (260) 703-
0534.

PENNVILLE FAIR
BOARD — Will meet at 7
p.m. the first Wednesday
of  each month at the Pen-
nville Community Center.  

SINGLES AND SEPA-
RATES SUPPORT GROUP
— For anyone who’s lost a
loved one or has a spouse
living in long-term care or
suffering from an illness,
the group will meet at 2
p.m. the first Wednesday

of  each month in the
Arthur & Gloria Musel-
man Wellness Pavilion in
Berne. For more informa-
tion, call Sarah Conrad at
(260) 589-4496.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792. 

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Thursday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet the
first Thursday of  the
month at Portland Lions
Civic Center, 307 W. 100
North. The meal will be
served at 6:30 p.m. and the
meeting will begin at 7
p.m.

SENIOR CITIZENS
CARD CLUB — Will meet
at 1 p.m. on the first, sec-
ond, third and fifth Thurs-
day of  each month at Jay
Community Center.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winches-
ter, in community room 1.
For more information, call
Kimberly Sibery at (765)
964-6075 or Nikki
Bosworth at (765) 584-6452.

Friday
CINCINNATUS

LEAGUE — Will meet at
noon Friday, May 7, at Har-
mony Cafe in Portland.
Members are encouraged
to wear a face mask and
practice social distancing.

Community Calendar

By KWAME DAWES
I have a mem o ry of

Lucille Clifton respond ing
to a young poet who asked
her how she man aged to be
a pro duc tive pub lish ing
poet despite hav ing to raise
six chil dren, by say ing,  “I
wrote short er poems.” Of
Clifton’s many bril liant
truths, this stays with me.

And this pithy ele gy,  
“5/23/67 R.I.P.”, select ed by
Aracelis Gir may in a
remark able new gath er ing
of  Clifton’s poet ry, would
have been writ ten when
her chil dren were young,

and when Amer i ca was
burn ing with upris ings,
and when Langston Hugh-
 es died. She accept ed the
heavy man date passed on
to her by Langston Hugh-
 es, to  “remem ber now like/ 
it was,” and we are the bet-
 ter for it. 

Short poems
carry meaning

5/23/67
R.I.P.

The house that is on fire
pieces all across the sky
make the moon look like
a yellow man in a veil

watching the troubled people
running and crying
Oh who gone remember now like
it was,
Langston gone.

American Life in Poetry is
made possible by The Poetry
Foundation (poetryfounda-
tion.org), publisher of  Poet-
ry magazine. It is also sup-
ported by the Department of
English at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln. Poem
copyright ©2020 by Lucille

Clifton, “5/23/67 R.I.P.”
from “How to Carry Water;
Selected Poems of  Lucille
Clifton,” (BOA, 2020). Poem
reprinted by permission of
Permissions Company, LLC
and the publisher. Introduc-
tion copyright © 2021 by The
Poetry Foundation.

American
Life in Poetry

May is a time to cele-
brate service.

Jay County Public
Library will be celebrating
military service members
this month in honor of
Armed Forces Day on May
15 and Memorial Day on
May 31.

Until May 22, the library
will collect items — beef
jerky/meat sticks, protein
bars, snack packages, card
games, puzzle books and
other items — for care
packages to be sent to

active duty service mem-
bers with a connection to
Jay County. They will be
mailed the week of  May 24. 

Indiana author Kayleen
Reusser will also visit the
library for three events.

She will speak May 20
about women who volun-
teered in the military dur-
ing World War II, May 24
about the D-Day invasion
and May 25 about her inter-
views with seven men who
were captives of  German
and Japanese forces. All
three events will begin at
6:30 p.m.

Cheerleaders named
Jay County High School

has named its cheerleaders
for the 2021-22 school year.

Making up the Patriots’
varsity squad are Mattie
Ardizzone, Maddy Fraley,
Marianna Lopez, Kaden
Norris and Lilly Rodgers.

On the junior varsity
squad are Coryn Blalock,
Adriene Denney, Jocelyn
Haggard, Karcie Hopkins,
Sydney Huftel, Jordyn
Hutzler, Emma Lemaster
and Erin Ring.

Enrollment open
Throughout May, Ivy

Tech Community College

is offering Virtual Express
Enrollment.

Students will be able to
sign up virtually for class-
es that begin June 7.
Those interested must
RSVP and visit
IvyTech.edu/EEDay for
their campus’s event dates
and information.

Camps are open
Minnetrista has opened

registration for a series of
summer camps for chil-
dren ages 8 through 14.

The Muncie facility
will host glass artist
camps June 7 through 11
for 11 through 14 year
olds and June 14 through
19 for 8 through 10 year
olds. 

Young cooks camps are
scheduled for July 5
through 9 for 8 through
10 year olds and July 12
through 16 for 11 through
14 year olds.

Registration deadlines
vary. For more informa-
tion, visit minnetrista.net.

Library celebrating military service

DEAR ABBY: I just found out
my husband has been looking at
escorts in the local area. I know he
has watched porn, but that never
bothered me. When I confronted
him about seeing his search for
escorts, he said he just clicked on a
link that popped up on a porn site.
(I have seen them, so I know it can
happen.) 

However, I now know he created
another email address and joined
an escort review site. I can’t say
anything to him because I snooped
on his phone. I’m heartbroken and
want to believe him, but this is too
much. Please help me. —  NERV-
OUS IN NEW JERSEY

DEAR NERVOUS: First
things first. Call your doctor
and make an appointment to be
checked for STDs. Next,
because you know your hus-
band hasn’t been truthful, do
more “snooping.” Learn every-
thing you can about your fami-
ly finances (if  you don’t
already know) — the debts and
assets, credit card expenses,
bank account numbers, etc. 

Once you have that informa-
tion and there will be no sur-
prises, tell your husband you
checked his phone AND WHY
YOU FELT THE NEED TO DO
IT. Do not allow him to make
you feel guilty. Ask him what
he is getting from escorts that
he isn’t getting from you, and if
the only answer he can come

up with is “variety,” talk to a
lawyer because your exclusive
marital relationship is history.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: Our son “Leo,” 24,

has bipolar/schizoaffective disor-
der. He is single, lives 2,000 miles
from us and is homeless. He refus-
es treatment. 

I see him about every three
months when I go and find him.
His relationship with his dad, my
husband, is not good. My husband
has made many approaches to
Leo, but our son rejects him. 

My husband told me that when
he dies, I should not say anything
to Leo, and he wants me to agree
on that. I agreed, but I think that is
too hard. Do you think my hus-
band is right on that request? —
PROBLEM FAMILY IN PUERTO
RICO

DEAR PROBLEM FAMILY:
Yes, I do. Your husband is being
realistic, having made repeated
approaches to Leo and being
rejected. When he’s gone, your
son won’t miss him, so please
respect your husband’s wishes

if  it will bring him peace of
mind.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I hosted a dinner

party at my home and invited
three longtime friends. They had
been drinking before they came
over and showed up drunk. My
husband and I were highly offend-
ed and told them to leave. I’m
extremely upset about this
because I found it very disrespect-
ful. How should I resolve the
issue? — INCONSIDERATE IN
THE MIDWEST

DEAR INCONSIDERATE:
You and your husband were
certainly within your rights to
react as you did. Cross your fin-
gers that your friends were
able to return safely to their
homes in the condition they
were in.

How you should resolve the
issue depends upon whether
this is the only time it hap-
pened. If  they aren’t habitual
problem drinkers and it was a
one-time thing, be forgiving
when they call to apologize.
However, if  you don’t hear
from them, there will be noth-
ing to resolve.

••••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abigail

Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at DearAbby.com or P.O.
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Wife discovers secret interest

Taking
Note

Dear
Abby
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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The Republic (Columbus) 
With one week remaining in

the 2021 legislative session,
the biennial budget plan
opened up for legislators.

On April 15, after four
months of  crafting the bill,
lawmakers learned they
would get an additional $2 bil-
lion to spend over the next two
years thanks to a favorable
revenue forecast.

The unprecedented increase
was attributed to greater sales

tax receipts, but also an addi-
tional $3 billion coming direct-
ly from the federal American
Rescue Plan program.

After receiving the news,

House Speaker Todd Hutson
(R-Fishers) said legislators
should focus on using the
money to pay down debt, bet-
ter fund schools, and make
one-time investments that
would pay off  in the long term.

Hutson’s priorities were
right, and lawmakers followed
suit.

Thanks to the increase, $1.9
billion will now go towards K-
12 schools over the next two
years — more than double

what was originally proposed
by the General Assembly. The
increase will play a vital role
in improving teacher pay,
which has long lagged behind
neighboring states.

Other programs that will
see increased funding include
$900 million in the infrastruc-
ture fund, $500 million in
regional development, and
$250 million in broadband
expansion.

In addition, more than $1

billion has also been set aside
to pay down the state’s debt.

The new budget achieved his-
toric bipartisan support, which
is fitting given how usual the
budget cycle proved. It passed
96-2 in the House — with two
Republicans objecting — and
46-3 in the Senate, with three
Democrats saying “nay.”

The budget isn’t perfect, but
there’s plenty of  reason to cele-
brate as growth continues to
trend up in Indiana.

Budget forecast offers optimism

By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

Every once in awhile in the
news business, you get to do a
story that makes you smile forev-
er.

The community lost Steve Gib-
son at age 68 a couple of  weeks
back, and I lost another friend.

But his story, as told in this
piece from November 2012, bears
repeating.

Sure, it’s a re-run. But it’s worth
another read.

Here it is:
Tell Steve Gibson that he makes

people happy, and he’s likely just
to wave his hand and say, “That’s
what I’m here for.”

He may be right.
But there was a time no one

expected him to be here at all, cer-
tainly not as an adult who has just
celebrated a 60th birthday.

His older brother, Rick, recalls a
time when their parents — Don
and Delores Gibson of  Portland —
came home after a somber visit
with the doctors. They’d been told
that Steve would never live to start
school.

“They diagnosed him with a
hole in his heart,” said Rick.

Don and Delores were excited to
become the parents of  twins; they
ran in the family.

But one twin, Stanley, was
strong and healthy. The other,
Steve, born three minutes later,
was smaller and weaker.

And though the family didn’t
know it immediately, Steve’s men-
tal development had been affected,
probably because of  a deficiency
of  oxygen at a critical time.

Still, when the Gibsons brought
their twin sons home from the
hospital in October of  1952, their
real concern was making sure
both boys grew up healthy and
happy.

The family was living in Belle-
fountain at the time. Don worked
at Portland Forge and would later
serve as a Jay County Sheriff ’s
Reserve. The Gibsons had two
children already, Rick and his sis-
ter Vicky. They would later have a
daughter, Donna, who died two
years ago, and a son, Doug, who
now works for a U.S. company in
Qatar.

But when the twins came home,
it was just mom, dad, Rick, Vicky,

and the newly-arrived infants, one
of  them much weaker and smaller
than the other.

At first, the focus was simply on
Steve’s physical health. There were
multiple trips to Riley Hospital for
Children in Indianapolis, but even-
tually the hole in his heart mend-
ed.

New problems surfaced when he
started attending Noble School.

“Everybody just thought he was
a little slow,” recalled twin brother
Stan, now fire chief  in Coos Bay,
Ore.

“We just thought he was slow,”
agreed Rick. “We just kind of
learned to deal with it.”

When Steve started bringing
home report cards in the first
grade with F’s on them, his father
treated him the way he treated all
his kids who misbehaved. He
warmed his bottom.

“He was never favored,” said
Rick.

Then, in second grade, said Stan,
“They did some testing and found
out about the mental retardation.
We probably didn’t realize it.”

In the middle of  that year, Steve
was moved from Noble to a small
building west of  what is now East
Jay Middle School. Over the years,
it would transform itself  into what
is now Jay-Randolph Developmen-
tal Center.

But back then, it had a simpler
name: The Pink Alley School.

Many of  downtown Portland’s
alleys have platted names. That
one happens to be Pink Alley, and
that’s where a group of  dedicated
volunteers, including Fannie Gille-
spie and Florence Coldren, did
their best to provide educational
opportunities for kids who didn’t
fit into the usual one-size-fits-all
nature of  public schools in the
1950s.

“He went down to Pink Alley
(school) and really loved it,” said
Rick.

“I liked everything,” said Steve,

recalling those early classmates
like Bob Gillespie, Judy Moore,
and Marilyn Coldren.

He flourished in that new envi-
ronment, and he’s been flourish-
ing ever since.

“It was amazing as we were
growing up,” said Stan. “He
belonged to the community. The
entire community helped raise
him.”

It helped to have a strong family.
While protective of  Stan with

the outside world, his parents
treated him just like the rest of
their children. If  he got in trouble,
discipline followed.

Neither Rick nor Stan could ever
recall an instance when their
smaller, slower brother was bul-
lied. If  he had been, there were
plenty of  other kids to come to his
defense.

He started tagging along with
older brother Rick and picked up a
nickname that stays with him to
this day.

“I was playing (Junior League
baseball) for the Elks,” said Rick.
And for some reason another play-
er started calling Rick, Bobo.

When his little brother showed
up, that was quickly shortened to
its current form: Bo.

Steve has been Bo ever since.
Growing up in a sports-oriented

family, young Bo wanted to com-
pete. But the delays in his physical
development made that complicat-
ed.

When Bo wanted to play Junior
League baseball, he wasn’t physi-
cally able to compete with kids in
the same age range.

While Stan played B-league base-
ball with other kids in the 10 to 12
bracket, Bo was too small. And
when he physically matured
enough to be able to compete, he
was out of  the age bracket.

According to the rules, he
shouldn’t have been allowed to
play.

But something happened. The
board of  directors of  Portland
Junior League met and, thanks to
the leadership of  Frank Inman
and others, decided to make an
exception.

Bo could play. Chronological age
was set aside, so that developmen-
tal age could take its place.

“That’s just exceptional for the
community,” said twin brother

Stan. “It just shows how much the
community cared for him.”

And once Bo started playing
sports, he never seemed to stop.

He kept playing in local softball
leagues longer than he should
have, hitting the outfield fence in
pursuit of  a fly ball more than
once. 

He was an active participant in
Special Olympics and proved to be
a great shot on the basketball floor.

Today, at 60, his athletic endeav-
ors are behind him.

But he’s still working, and he’s
still deeply engaged in the commu-
nity that helped raise him.

“This man knows everyone,”
said Diane Smith at JRDS, where
Bo is a client, working a regular
schedule. “I don’t think he knows a
stranger. He’s accepted every-
where.”

“He’s probably the most likeable
guy in Portland in so many ways,”
said Dave Hull at Ponderosa, where
Bo worked until a fall at home
required surgery on both legs.
“He’s like everybody’s best friend.”

Bo’s nephew agrees.
“Bo has been able to live that

happy-go-lucky lifestyle,” said Josh
Gibson, who is Rick’s son. “He’s
always looked on the positive side
of  things, and he wants very little.
He just loves everybody.”

Now living with Dennis Mikel,
the husband of  his late sister
Donna, Bo has a regular Saturday
walk, checking in on people he
cares about. There are at least 15
stops. 

“He’s got a lot of  favorite peo-
ple,” said Rick.

His twin brother Stan has reflect-
ed more than once that while he
has lived a rewarding life himself,
Steve’s has been even richer.

On paper, that may not make
sense. 

After all, Stan was a firefighter
for nine years with the Union City
Fire Department, worked for the
Indiana State Fire Marshal for five
years, served eight years with
Perry Township Fire Department
in Indianapolis, and has been chief
at Coos Bay since 1997. 

It has been an impressive career.
But the way Stan does the math,

factoring in the community’s love
and affection, it’s no contest. His
brother is the winner.

“I’m lucky too,” said Bo.

Bo knew how to make us smile

Tribune-Star (Terre Haute) 
The coronavirus pan-

demic cast a heavy shadow
over policy debates during
the 2021 leg-
islative ses-
sion. Public
health, edu-
cation, budgeting — all
areas of  Indiana govern-
ment felt the urgency of
dealing with an unpre-
dictable crisis as well as
preparing for what havoc it
may wreak in the future.

Hoosier lawmakers were
largely relegated to the
sidelines in the early
months of  the pandemic as
Gov. Eric Holcomb and his
administration wrestled
with the initial social, cul-
tural and economic impact
of  COVID-19 on health care
systems, long-term care
facilities, schools, business-
es and other community
institutions.

The demands on execu-
tive leadership were
unprecedented.

Holcomb handled a diffi-
cult situation skillfully. He
did so within the confines
of  Indiana law and used the
health and safety of  the
Hoosier public as his guide.

While Holcomb has been
generally praised for his
handling of  the public
health crisis, some conser-
vatives have bellowed and
blustered about their free-
doms being infringed upon
by such measures as mask
mandates and other restric-
tions devised to slow the
spread of  the virus.

A crisis of  the magnitude
presented by COVID-19 cre-
ated a need for legislative
review and oversight.

In some areas, lawmak-
ers met the challenge
and made sensible adjust-
ments in state law to help
manage such a crisis in the
future. In other areas, how-
ever, they overstepped the
bounds of  reason and set
the state hurtling to what
will likely be a constitution-
al battle in court.

The Republican-dominat-
ed House and Senate passed
a law that establishes a new
process under which leg-
islative leaders can call the
General Assembly into an
emergency session.

Holcomb, also a Republi-
can, vetoed the law, citing
legal questions about the
legislature’s authority to
call itself  into a special ses-
sion. The constitution gives
the governor the sole power
to do that.

The governor’s objec-
tions were ignored and the
legislature voted to over-
ride his veto. That sets up
the potential court fight, a
costly confrontation that
serves little purpose.

This battle over execu-
tive power is unfortunate
and unnecessary. It makes
managing an emergency
more difficult for a gover-
nor in the future and
serves the interests of
Hoosiers far less.

General
assembly
oversteps
on power

Back 
in the
Saddle

Hoosier
Editorial

Hoosier
Editorial
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JAY COUNTY DUST 
CONTROL PROGRAM 

(400 Ft. Minimum)
Cost. .. $0.625 per foot

Must come to Jay County Highway Dept. to

2) Specify dust control location &
specify footage

3) Make payment to the
Jay County Highway Dept.

ONE APPLICATION ONLY 
DEADLINE: May 21, 2021

LAST DAY FOR PAYMENT 
PAYMENT MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE

Jay County Highway Department 
1035 E 200N 

PORTLAND, INDIANA 47371

For More Information, 
call 726-8701 
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By TOM DAVIES
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Indiana’s
governor vetoed a bill on Tues-
day that would limit the author-
ity of  county or city health
departments by allowing local
elected officials to block public
health orders issued during
emergencies.

Republican Gov. Eric Hol-
comb wrote in a veto message
that the ability of  local health
officials to act quickly has been
critical to the state’s COVID-19
response. The governor said he
believed it was “prudent to
avoid any unnecessary disrup-
tion or wholesale changes to
our existing local public health
authorities.”

“Right now it is critical that
we maintain our local health
expertise, flexibility and all the
tools needed to respond,” Hol-
comb said. “We must not do
anything that jeopardizes this
as our heroic local health offi-
cials remain critical in the
months to come as we acceler-
ate our recovery and work to
vaccinate many more
Hoosiers.”

Legislative Republican sup-

porters said the bill was meant
to provide a “check and bal-
ance” protecting the rights of
business owners following
complaints about COVID-19
orders closing or limiting busi-
nesses. 

The bill would require any
local public health orders more
stringent than one issued by
the governor go before elected
county commissioners or city
councils for approval. Hol-
comb’s coronavirus-related
executive orders over the past
year have allowed local offi-
cials to establish tougher regu-

lations — an authority he fre-
quently cited in defending his
decisions lifting various
statewide travel, crowd size
and business restrictions.

The state Senate voted 37-12
and House members voted 65-29
in favor of  the bill two weeks
ago. Indiana legislators can
override Holcomb’s veto by a
simple majority vote in both
chambers, with that action
potentially taking place during
a one-day meeting next week.

Republican Senate President
Pro Tem Rodric Bray said in a
statement that he believed the

bill “created another produc-
tive check and balance on our
government.” Bray said he
would discuss the veto with fel-
low Republican senators for
before deciding what to do next.

Legislative Republicans
voted last month to override
Holcomb’s veto of  another bill
giving themselves more author-
ity to intervene during
statewide emergencies declared
by the governor. Holcomb has
filed a lawsuit against the Leg-
islature, arguing that new law
violates the state constitution.

Some medical and health
organizations opposed the
county health authority bill,
arguing against shifting
authority away from public
health professionals to local
elected officials who largely
don’t have such experience. 

Democratic state Rep. Rita
Fleming of  Jeffersonville, an
obstetrician and gynecologist,
called the bill “dangerous” dur-
ing debate in the House. She
compared allowing local elect-
ed officials to block county
health orders to those officials
allowing a dangerous bridge to
remain open over the objec-

tions of  engineers because of
complaints from businesses.

“They may be virtuous people
but they’re not epidemiolo-
gists,” Fleming said of  elected
officials. “They don’t under-
stand vectors and incubation
periods.”

The bill would also give local
elected officials hiring authori-
ty over local health officers and
create a procedure allowing the
public to appeal enforcement
actions such as citations, fines
or an order to close a business to
an elected county or city board. 

Holcomb said there were
“only rare instances” of  local
health officials and elected lead-
ers not working closely together
during the coronavirus out-
break. The governor’s letter
said that while the current focus
was on COVID-19, other illness-
es such as rabies, HIV, Legion-
naires’ disease and meningitis
could demand immediate public
health action.

“One reason Indiana has
weathered the storm so well is
due to coordination with local
health experts and the flexibili-
ty in law to be fast, nimble and
targeted,” Holcomb said.

INDIANAPOLIS (AP)
— The Indiana State Fair
will return with some
changes this summer, a
year after the coron-
avirus pandemic forced
its cancellation, fair offi-
cials announced on Tues-
day.

This year’s fair will
run from July 30 through
Aug. 22 and be focused on
the theme of  “celebrating
all things Indiana and the
resiliency of  the Hoosier
Spirit,” fair officials said
in a news release.

This year’s state
fair will add a weekend to
the front end of  the fair’s
schedule, while the fair-
grounds will be closed on
Mondays and Tuesdays
each week of  its run.

“We know this year’s
State Fair may look a lit-
tle different, and we are
prepared for that. By

adding an additional
weekend, it allows us to
spread Fair attendance
across a new weekend,”
Cindy Hoye, executive
director of  the Indiana
State Fair Commission,
said in a news release.

Fair officials said they
have been actively work-
ing with the Indiana
Department of  Health on
planning the fair’s return
a year after it was called
off  during the pandemic.

Hoye said fair organiz-
ers “are confident that
with our 250+ acre, most-
ly outdoor campus we
will be able to host our
Fair late this summer,”

She said the fair plans
to bring back the fairgo-
ers’ favorite attractions,
including carnival rides,
unusual fair food, 4-H
competitions and free
entertainment.

State fair is
set to return

Continued from page 1
Goals of  the plan — including

increasing public awareness, promot-
ing programs and identifying priori-
ties — will likely remain much the
same as in the current plan. Rural
Portland resident John Moore, who is
helping develop the plan, said goals
will also be shaped by the public’s
responses to an upcoming survey.

The board discussed questions for
that survey. Some potential questions
include:

•What do you usually do at the
park?

•What parks do you visit?
•Do you participate in park activi-

ties?
•What would you like to see added

to the parks?
The board’s timeline calls for the

survey to be launched in June. Infor-
mation about the survey will be dis-
tributed with water bills, posted on
the city’s website and announced via
local media.

Board members Giles Laux,
Brian Ison, Chris Compton, Glen
Bryant and Shawna Runkle also
approved Ares Hambrock’s request
to install a bicycle repair station in
Hudson Family Park.

Hambrock, 14, of  Boy Scout
Troop 206 of  Portland, said he came
up with the idea to install the
repair station while seeing the
equipment on a trip in Michigan.
The stations provide equipment to
fill tires, repair chains and handle
other bicycle maintenance.

The new equipment will come at
no cost to the city — Hambrock will
raise funds and handle the installa-
tion — and street and parks depart-
ment staff  will help select the loca-
tion.

Matt Shauver of  the city’s parks
department also noted that vandal-
ism continues to be a problem at
the parks, especially Hudson Fami-
ly Park. For that reason, the rest-
rooms at the park amphitheater

will be closed except during sched-
uled events. Some of  the vandalism
has been caught on video, and
Shauver said violators will be pros-
ecuted.

He asked for the public’s help in
preventing vandalism.

“If  the public’s there, just call,”
said Shauver. “Call the police and
maybe that will stop this stuff.”

Shauver also reported the follow-
ing: work has begun on new roofs
on shelter houses at Haynes, Port-
land Memorial and Milton Miller
parks; new shuffleboard stencils
are in and work will begin on the
courts at Portland Memorial Park
as weather allows; tennis courts
have been removed from Milton
Miller Park and the area will be
filled and seeded in the coming
months; a group of  local residents
raised money and purchased break-
away rims to be installed at the bas-
ketball court at Weiler-Wilson
Park.

Hours ...

Bill to limit health orders is vetoed

By MIKE STOBBE
AP Medical Writer

NEW YORK — The
U.S. birth rate fell 4%
last year, the largest
single-year decrease in
nearly 50 years, accord-
ing to a government
report being released
Wednesday.

The rate dropped for
moms of  every major
race and ethnicity, and
in nearly every age
group, falling to the
lowest point since fed-
eral health officials
started tracking it
more than a century
ago.

Births have been
declining in younger
women for years, as
many postponed moth-
erhood and had small-
er families.

Birth rates for
women in their late 30s
and in their 40s have
been inching up. But
not last year.

“The fact that you
saw declines in births
even for older moms is
quite striking,” said
Brady Hamilton, of  the
U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Pre-
vention, the lead
author of  the new
report.

The CDC report is
based on a review of
more than 99% of
birth certificates
issued last year. The
findings echo a recent
Associated Press
analysis of  2020 data
from 25 states showing
that births had fallen
during the coronavirus
outbreak.

CDC researchers are
working on a follow-up
report to better parse
out how the decline
unfolded, Hamilton
said.

Birth
rate is
lowest
since
1960s

‘We must not do anything
that jeopardizes this as our heroic

local health officials remain critical
in the months to come as we

accelerate our recovery and work
to vaccinate many more Hoosiers.’

—Eric Holcomb, Indiana governor
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4G LTE Home Internet
Now Available! Get
GotW3 with lightning fast
speeds plus take your
service with you when
you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo! 1-877-327-
0930
ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as lit-
tle as $340.00 with one
order and paying with
one check through ICAN,
Indiana Classified Adver-
tising Network. For Infor-
mation contact the clas-
sified department of your
local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association,
(317) 803-4772.
AT&T TV - The Best of
Live & On-Demand On
All Your Favorite
Screens. CHOICE Pack-
age, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Pre-
mium Channels at No
Charge for One Year!
Anytime, anywhere.
Some restrictions apply.
W/ 24-mo. agmt (TV
price higher in 2nd year.)
Regional Sports Fee up
to $8.49/mo. is extra &
applies. Call IVS 1-844-
412-9997
ATTENTION: OXYGEN
Users! Gain freedom
with a Portable Oxygen
Concentrator! No more
heavy tanks and refills!
Guaranteed Lowest
Prices! Call the Oxygen
Concentrator Store: 866-
770-6849
BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being
reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consulta-
tion, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution. Call
for Your Free Author`s
Guide 1-888-965-1444
or visithttp://dorrancein-
fo.com/hoosier

COMPUTER ISSUES?
GEEKS ON SITE pro-
vides FREE diagnosis
REMOTELY 24/7 SERV-
ICE DURING COVID19.
No home visit necessary.
$40 OFF with coupon
86407! Restrictions
apply. 888-715-8176
CWS – Owner Operators
CDL Class A. 1 year driv-
ing experience. Dedicat-
ed round trips paid week-
ly per mile, regular home
time. Call 1-800-832-
7036 ext 1626
DENIED SOCIAL Secu-
rity Disability? Appeal! If
you’re 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attor-
neys can help get you
approved! No money out
of pockets! Call 1-855-
995-4758
DIAGNOSED WITH
LUNG CANCER? You
may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award. NO
Obligation, NO risk!
We’ve recovered mil-
lions. Let us help you!!
Call 24/7, 844-284-4920
DIRECTV - Watch your
favorite live sports, news
and entertainment any-
where. More top premi-
um channels than DISH.
Restrictions apply. Call
IVS - 1-888-885-8931
DISH Network. $64.99
for 190 Channels! Blaz-
ing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & Get a
FREE $100 Visa Gift
Card. FREE Voice
Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL
Devices. Call today! 1-
855-551-9764
DONATE YOUR CAR
TO CHARITY! FAST
FREE PICKUP-24 HR
RESPONSE! Help Chil-
dren in Need, Support
Breast Cancer Educa-
tion/Prevention or Veter-
ans. Tax Deduction 844-
820-9099
EARTHLINK HIGH
Speed Internet. As Low
As $49.95/month (for the
first 3 months.) Reliable
High Speed Fiber Optic
Technology. Stream
Videos, Music and More!
Call Earthlink Today 1-
855-977-7069

GUARANTEED LIFE
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy
will only be cancelled for
non-payment. 833-535-
1043
HEARING AIDS!! Buy
one/get one FREE!
Nearly invisible, fully
rechargeable IN-EAR
NANO hearing aids
priced thousands less
than competitors! 45-day
trial! Call: 1-866-438-
0164
HIGH-SPEED INTER-
NET. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing,
availability to find the
best service for your
needs. Starting at
$39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-
961-0666
LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-
gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call
Now 833-226-3105
LOOKING TO SELL your
Home? Save time &
money, connect with the
Top Agents in your area
to get more MONEY and
close FASTER! Call 317-
854-9781
NEED HELP with Family
Law? Can’t Afford a
$5,000
Retainer?www.family-
courtdirect.com/Family/L
aw - Low Cost Legal
Services - Pay As You
Go - As low as $750-
$1,500 - Get Legal Help
Now! Call 1-888-417-
4602 Mon-Fri 7am to 4
pm PCT
NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894
NEW STARTING Base
Pay - .60 cpm w/ option
to make .70 cpm for
Class A CDL Flatbed
Drivers, Excellent Bene-
fits, Home Weekends,
Call 800-648-9915
orwww.boydandsons.co
m
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
SMART HOME Installa-
tions? Geeks on Site will
install your WIFI, Door-
bells, Cameras, Home
Theater Systems &
Gaming Consoles. $20
OFF coupon 42537!
(Restrictions apply) 855-
668-0067
WESLEY FINANCIAL
Group, LLC - Timeshare
Cancellation Experts -
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational pack-
age and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

ROD PENROD, LICENSED AGENT

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Drug Plans
Medicare Advantage
Senior Life Insurance

Local Agent

260-418-9492

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Hi and Lois

Agnes

Rose is Rose

Peanuts

SPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

Beetle Bailey

Snuffy Smith

Blondie

Funky Winkerbean

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

READ  THE CR
THEN RECYCLE



30 LOST, STRAYED OR
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OST, STRAYE   D OR
90 SALE CALENDAR

190 FAR               MERS
90 SALE CALENDAR

190 FARMERS
90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR

190 FARMERS                       

110 HELP WANTED
190 FARM            ERS
130 MISC. FOR SALE

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Fleece
Blankets, Appliqué, Zip-
pers, Hemming, Memory
T-Shirt, Special Orders
260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

CONSIGNMENT
ONLINE AUCTION
Online Bidding: 

Monday, May 10, 2021
@ 6PM 

Soft Close Starts- Sun-
day, May 16, 2021 @

6PM 
2019 Country Clipper;
72” Boss EL; Simplicity
Riding Mower; Crafts-
man Push Mower; Con-
crete Tools; Drywall

Tools; Sockets/wrench-
es/hand tools; Wood
Smoker; School Bells;

Coins. 
Bern Developers, LLC 
& Others, Owners. 

Rob Green 
260-589-8474 

See
www.soldongreen.com
for details, photos, and

flyers. 
Rob Green AU19500011 
Bill Liechty AU01048441  
E & M BLACKSMITH

SHOP
10th Annual 

Consignment Auction 
Saturday, June 5, 2021 

8:30 a.m.
2404W 350S, Berne, IN
Horses; Ponies; Horse-
Drawn Machinery; Pro-
duce Equipment; Bug-
gies; Harness Carts;
New Tack Saddles;

Shop Tools; Lawn/Gar-
den Tools; Sausage
Grinder/Stuffers;

New/Used Furniture;
Washing Machines; Hay,

Straw, Firewood. 
Accepting consignments
every evening that week 
from 4pm-8pm and all

day 
Thursday, June 3rd/Fri-
day, June 4th from 7am-

8pm. 
Auctioneers 

John P. Troyer 
AU10900141 
Lonnie Miller 
AU10300135 
Also with J. S. 

Auctions 
AU10700049 

LAND AUCTION
Monday, May 17th, 2021 

Time 6:00 P. M.
Located: Take US High-
way 27 to County Road
100N on the North edge
of Portland, head West
1¾ miles to the farm
(south side of road) 
2 LAND AUCTIONS

HELD ON SAME SITE –
SAME DAY & TIME

FARM ONE
45 Acres located in Sec-
tion 18 of Wayne Twp in
Jay County with 42

acres of tillable land; the
balance consisting of
open ditch and road

frontage.  Road frontage
is along County Road

100 N.
Owners: Dave & Susan

Schrock
FARM TWO

18.2 Acres with 8 acres
of tillable and 10 acres
of wooded land. Proper-
ty access is via an ease-
ment off of County Road
100 N, and can also be
accessed by the proper-
ty listed in Farm One

above.
Owners: Howard &
Martha Ontrop

Terms on  Real Estate:  
Cash With 10% Non-

Refundable Deposit Day
of Auction.  Balance due
at closing.  Sale is not
subject to buyer  obtain-
ing financing.  Arrange
financing if needed prior
to Auction. Land sold
subject to owner confir-

mation.
Statements made sale
day take precedence

over written ad.
Shawver Auctioneering

& Real Estate
AC31800004 

Pete D. Shawver 
AU19700040 
260-726-5587 
Zane Shawver 
AU10500168 
260-729-2229

More photos availabe at
www.auctionzip.com  &
www.auctionsoft.com 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 333 Blaine

pike, 
Portland IN 

May 6, at 4:30 P.M. 
HOUSEHOLD GOODS-
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Frigidaire washer and
dryer, 3 pc bedroom
suit, King size bed, 8
drawer dresser, Haier
small freezer, Versus
slot machine, Sanyo

flatscreen TV, Lazy Boy
recliner, 2pc lighted

hutch, Lift chairs, Wood
rocker, Kitchen table
with 6 chairs and 2

leaves,  3 glider rockers,
Cast iron pot, Milk cans,
Small kitchen appli-

ances, Barbies, Cook-
ware, Clocks, Lamps,
Heaters, Sets of dishes,
Glassware, Games and
many other items not

listed.
TRUCKS-GUNS-TOOLS
2003 Chevrolet 3500
Dura Max Diesel Crew
cab 4x4 dually truck with
automatic transmission
and 180,000 miles, 2000
Chevrolet S-10 Extend-
ed cab 47x4 pickup with
automatic transmission
and 140,000 miles,

Winchester Model 1890
pump .22 caliber rifle,
Stevens Model 73 bolt
action .22 caliber rifle,
Remington Model 514
bolt action .22 caliber

rifle, Stevens Model 41P
bolt action .22 caliber
rifle, Stevens Model 83
bolt action .22 caliber
rifle, Stevens 12 gauge
single shot shotgun,

Winchester, Huskee 28”-
8 hp electric start snow
blower, Murray push

mower, and many more
items not listed. 

EVERETT CROWE 
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 
260-726-2700
Auctioneers 
Gary Loy   

AU01031608 
Ben Lyons
AU10700085 
Travis Theurer 
AU11200131 
Troy Foust
AU19800068  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 914 West 7th

St. 
Portland, IN 

Saturday, May 8th 
10:00 A.M.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS-
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Jazzy pride mobile
scooter,  GE profile
washer and dryer,

Sanyo flatscreen TV, Lift
chair, Lazy Boy

recliner/rocker, Emerson
flatscreen TV, 4 drawer
dresser, Frigidaire dorm
size refrigerator, Sam-
sung flatscreen TV, Gun

cabinet, Gas grill,
Longaberger baskets

and pottery items, Small
kitchen appliances,
Clocks, Vera Bradley
bags, Pyrex mixing
bowls, Jewelry, Beer

steins, Cast iron skillets
to include Griswold and
Wagner, 3 legged Cast
iron pot, Pro Tech tread-
mill, Christmas decora-
tions, Afghans, 9’X9’ pop

up gazebo,
SUV -MOWERS -

TOOLS - 
2014 Chevy Captiva
with leather heated

seats and only 78,000
miles , Simplicity Hydro-
stat 27 hp zero turn
mower with 60” deck,
Simplicity 23 hp mower
with 52” deck, Yardman
6 1/2 hp push mower,

Sanborn 5 hp upright air
compressor, Snap On 2
pc tool cabinet, 5 speed
drill press, McCulloch
Mac 130 chain saw,
Auto Craft 18V tools,

Motorcycle lift, Yardman
gas blower, and many
other items not listed. 

JANET
SCHWARTZKOPF

ESTATE
by Becky Schwartzkopf

Loy Auction
AU31600027 
260-726-2700
Auctioneers 

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons

AU10700085
Travis Theurer
AU11200131 

Troy Foust AU19800068  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, May 15, 2021

TIME 10:00 A.M. 
LOCATED: Sapphires
Reception Center 

(1100 W Votaw St, Port-
land IN)

ANTIQUES-FURNI-
TURE-APPLIANCES- 
Metal carousel horse,

Ornate oak dresser, Vic-
torian loveseat, Oval

marble top stand, Ornate
easel, 5 gallon milk can,
Antique pictures and
frames, Antique hand
painted pictures, Cane
chest, Vollmond cuckoo
clock, Ice cream set with
four chairs, Small cast

iron bell, Oil lamps, Large
cedar blanket chest,

Shadow box with mirror,
Antique and globe style
collectible lamps, Galva-
nized and porcelain tubs,
Wooden rocking chair,
Lincoln and JFK busts,
Large set of amber sand-
wich glassware, Large lot
of Indiana glass, Pottery,

Glass jugs and jar-
dinieres, Large lot of

carousels, 4 piece wicker
full size bedroom set,
Wicker dresser, Wicker
daybed with trundle, 55
inch flat screen TV, Ele-
ment 32 inch flat screen
TV, Amana double door
refrigerator, much more
not listed. VEHICLE-
TRAILER_COINS
TOOLS_MISC. 

1998 Buick Park Avenue,
1987 14-foot Wells Cargo
trailer, 1941 Walking Lib-
erty half dollar, Old pen-
nies, Eisenhower dollars,
Kennedy half dollars, Old
stamps, Large lot of hand
and power tools and
many more items.

COVID-19 Information:
To protect both our cus-
tomers and employees,
please remember to

social distance. Limited
supply of masks and san-

itizer is available. 
Terms on personal prop-
erty: Cash – Good Check

– Credit Card
OWNER: Jerry and
Sarah Miller Estate

Statements made sale
day take precedence

over written ad.
Shawver Auctioneering 

and Real Estate
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Pete D. Shawver

Lic# AU19700040
260-726-5587
Zane Shawver

Lic# AU10500168   
260-729-2229                                                           

More Photos available at
www.auctionzip.com &
www.auctionsoft.com.
PUBLIC AUCTION

Saturday, May 8, 2021
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED:  2344 E 900
N Ridgeville, IN. 

ANTIQUES-FURNI-
TURE-APPLIANCES 
Porcelain top cabinet,

Duncan Phyfe table, Aunt
Rhody glassware, Steel
wheel, Galvanized tubs,
Old headlights and hub
caps, Wooden ladders,
Estey spinet piano, Col-
lectible dishware, Fig-
urines and miniatures,

Square dining room table
with four chairs, Tempus
Fugit grandfather clock,
Guitar, 3 piece queen
size bedroom suite, Full
and twin size beds, Pio-
neer stereo, glass door
display cabinet, LP

heater, Handicap acces-
sories, GE smooth top
stove, GE and Magic
Chef refrigerators, GE

upright freezer, Kenmore
washer and dryer, 2 GE
window air conditioners,
Bissell sweeper, Small
kitchen appliances, 550
gallon LP tank, Sears
battery charger, Sears

portable air  compressor,
Log chains, Large lot of
shop and hand tools as
well as lawn and garden

tools. 
COVID-19 Information:
To protect both our cus-
tomers and employees,
please remember to

social distance. Limited
supply of masks and san-

itizer is available. 
Terms on personal prop-
erty: Cash – Good Check

– Credit Card
OWNER: Vicky Fellers
Statements made sale
day take precedence

over written ad.
Shawver Auctioneering 

and Real Estate
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Pete D. Shawver

Lic# AU19700040
260-726-5587
Zane Shawver

Lic# AU10500168   
260-729-2229                                                           

More Photos available at
www.auctionzip.com &
www.auctionsoft.com.

PUBLIC AUCTION
Thursday, May 6th, 2021

TIME 5:00 P.M. 
LOCATED:  107 Bitter-
sweet Lane, Portland, IN

47371
CAR-RIDING MOWER-

TOOLS
2005 Buick Le Sabre

loaded with 3800 engine
and 72,300 miles, Sim-
plicity Broadmore 14hp
38in. cut riding mower,
Cub Cadet 42” Lawn
sweeper, Contractor
3000w Generator,

Craftsman 12 gal Air
Compressor, Craftsman
Roll-away tool box, Vari-

ety of tools.
ANTIQUES-APPLI-

ANCES-HOUSEHOLD
Oak Wall Phone, Oak
Round Dining Room

Table with  chairs, Cuck-
oo Clock, Lane Cedar
Chest, Portland Forge
Anvils, Wicker Furniture,
GE Profile Washer and
Dryer, GE Refrigerator,
4-cushion Sofa, Patio
set, Corning ware, Tup-
perware, Picnic Tables,

Lawn chairs.
Note: Owner is a 90 year
old who has kept things
very well maintained.
Terms : Cash – Good
Check – Credit Card

OWNER: Wanetta F. Mil-
lett

Statements made sale
day take precedence

over written ad.
Shawver Auctioneering 

and Real Estate
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Pete D. Shawver

Lic# AU19700040
260-726-5587
Zane Shawver

Lic# AU10500168   
260-729-2229                                                           

More Photos available at
www.auctionzip.com &
www.auctionsoft.com

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

EXPERIENCED SEMI
DRIVER needed in Port-
land, IN. Monday-Friday
dedicated run only,
$0.60/mile, 2500-3000
miles/week. Lots of bene-
fits included. Call/text
260.251.7839 or email
customerservice@tjx-
pservice.com 
RETAIL SALES days,
nights & weekends.
Clean work environment,
good hourly pay. Must be
21 or older. Apply @
Northside Carry Out,
1226 N. Meridian, Port-
land, IN. Attn: Ruth 
THE DUNKIRK PARK
BOARD is accepting
applications for the fol-
lowing position until May
19th, certified life guards.
Applications can be
picked up at the City
Building from 8:00 am -
4:30 pm Monday-Friday.
EOE 

ADVERTISING
ACCOUNT

Representative(s)
Full & Part-Time. 

Seeking a hard-working,
motivated, self-starter
with a winning attitude
who enjoys a challenge
and will attract new

clients to print and digital
media. 

Responsibilities: Develop
and manage revenue
producing relationships
with current clients and
agencies. Prospect for
new business and build
a full pipeline of sales
products. Analyze client
marketing goals and
develop needs based
solutions to achieve
them. Qualifications:

Strong problem solving
and analytical skills.
Have basic computer

skills. Be able to work on
a deadline. Have good
communications skills.
Be organized and have
a positive attitude. Be
able to pay attention to

detail. 
Have reliable transporta-

tion & valid driver
license.

Prior experience with
digital & print advertising
sales experience pre-

ferred but not necessary,
we will train. 

Apply in person along
with your resume or mail
in your resume to: The
Commercial Review

PO Box 1049, 
309 W. Main St.,
Portland, IN 47371 

Attn: Business Manager
or e-mail gpcbusi-

ness@embarqmail.com 

CDL OTR DRIVER -
Flexible home times.
2019 Coronado 13 spd /
Cascadia/Auto. Can get
$1500+ weekly. 3 yrs.
CDL exp. req. RGN, SD
exp. helpful. All miles,
drops, downtime, and
weekends paid if out.
Call 260- 273-1245  
HELP WANTED – PART

TIME
Water Office City 

of Portland
Additional part-time help
is needed at The City of
Portland Water Office.
Hours and days will

vary. 
Duties will include

accepting payments and
making change at our
drive-thru and inside
counter, answering

phone calls and assist-
ing with new customers.
Applicant must be able
to work in a fast-paced
atmosphere while pro-
viding excellent cus-

tomer service. 
Applications are Avail-

able at the
Portland Water Office

in City Hall,
321 North Meridian

Street, 
Portland, Indiana 47371, 
8:00 AM to 4:30 PM
thru May, 14, 2021. 

Application deadline is
May 14 

at 4:30 PM.
No applications will be
accepted after this time. 
The City of Portland is
an Equal Opportunity

Employer.  
HELP WANTED – CER-

TIFIED
Lifeguard

City of Portland 
The Portland Water Park
is looking to hire CERTI-
FIED lifeguards on a full
time and part time basis
for the 2021 season.
There is a potential

need for admission and
concession employees

as well. 
The guards need to be
certified in Lifeguarding,
CPR and First Aid Train-
ing and Aquatic Attrac-

tion. 
There are courses being
offered in the surround-
ing area if you would like

to become certified.
The starting pay is $9

per hour. 
The Water Park is open
7 days per week and
employees will be

expected to work week-
ends. 

If you are interested in
becoming a lifeguard at

the 
Portland Water Park, 

please contac
Missy Bader at bader-
swimming@yahoo.com 
The City of Portland is
an Equal Opportunity

Employer  

GRADUATION SPE-
CIAL

Werlings in Burkettsville
All 28oz. Canned Meats 

12 Packs 
$80.00

April 26 thru May 8th 
M-F 7-4
Sat. 8-1  

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 
LAND FOR RENT For
rent 15 Acres of pasture
Call 260-726-8976  

200 FOR RENT

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 
TWO-BEDROOM
APARTMENT 712 N
Main, Dunkirk.
Stove/refrigerator fur-
nished. Total electric.
$350 plus deposit. 765-
748-2379. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 
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GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS
You never know

what you might find in

The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to

a new home, to a

new job,

the Classifieds

deliver!

Go to thecr.com 

or call  

260-726-8141 SPRING
CONSIGNMENT

ONLINE AUCTION
OPEN HOUSE: MONDAY, MAY 10, 2021 4-6PM

119 West Main Street, Portland, IN 47371

Online bidding: 
Monday, May 10, 2021 

6:00 PM Soft close starts

Sunday, May 16, 2021
Tools:  2019 Country Clipper 72” Boss XL;
Simplicity Mower-New Battery-Serviced-50” Deck-
756 Hrs.; Craftsman Push Mower with bagger;
Graco Sprayer; NAPA Air Compressor; Concrete
Vibrator; Concrete Tools; John Deere T55 Heater;
Homelite Power Washer; Drywall Stilts; Drywall
Lift; Drywall Trowels; Shop-Vac; Nut & Bolt
Storage; Napa Toolbox; Step Ladders; C-clamps;
Vise; DeWalt Chop Saw; DeWalt Drill; Senco
Nailers; Hitachi Nailer; Milwaukee Saws; Extension
Cords; Tarps; Pipe Wrench; Sockets; Drill Bits;
Shovels; Rakes; Pitch Forks; Scoop Shovels; Snow
Shovels; Smoke Hollow Wood Smoker
Collectibles: Coins; No. 35 Planer; Penn Scale;
Craftsman Hammer; International Harvester Co. Oil
Can; Galvanized tubs; Oak drop leaf table; Sports
Cards (Basketball; Football; Baseball); Steam
Whistle; Harley Davidson

Pick up Monday, May 17, 2021 3-6PM
Bern Developers LLC & Others,

Owners
SoldonGreen.com

HiBid.com    Auctionzip.com
Rob Green – AU19500011
Bill Liechty AU01048441

CR 5-5-2021

  

260 PUBLIC AUCTION



FREE Mammogram 
Screenings
During the month of May
(Must be scheduled by May 31, 2021.)

Eligibility Requirements:
  Women over the age of 40

Uninsured
  Resident of Jay County or immediate surrounding 

 Indiana county
  Have not had a mammogram in the past year
  Never had breast implants

No personal history or symptoms breast cancer

*Additional testing, views, or procedures after the initial screening 
is the �nancial responsibility of the patient.

Funding provided by: IU Health Jay Volunteers

Schedule your
FREE Mammogram
Screening today!
260.726.1868 

**Screening for state-
assisted insurance will 
be completed prior to 
scheduling.

500 W. Votaw St. Portland, IN

©2021 IUHealth 04/27/21

iuhealth.org

www.thecr.com The Commercial ReviewPage 8

Sports
Wednesday, May 5, 2021

JC baseball, softball, tennis
and golf all home Thursday,
see On tap

Want to purchase sports
photos? Call our office

to place your order today!

BERNE — The Patriots had
their two-run lead slip away in
the bottom of  the third inning.

They went ahead for good a
half  inning later.

Maddy Rinker drove in the
eventual game-winning run and
the Patriots added a pair of  insur-
ance runs in the sixth inning to
get a 5-2 victory against the South
Adams Starfires on Tuesday in
Allen County Athletic Confer-
ence play.

Jay County improves to 8-4 (1-1
ACAC), while South Adams dips
to 7-7 (1-2 ACAC).

Olivia Bright singled to begin
the fourth inning and reached
second on an infield single from
Riah Champ. After stealing third,
Bright scored when Rinker
bounced out to second base.

Bright doubled home a run in
the sixth inning, and Haleigh
Clayton knocked in another run
on a double later in the frame.

Mady Fraley led the Patriot
offense with three hits, including
a home run, and a walk. Bright

also finished with three hits and
an RBI.

Clayton picked up the win,
allowing two unearned runs on
four hits. She struck out nine and
issued one walk in the complete-
game effort.

Best not enough
NEW HAVEN — The Jay Coun-

ty boys golf  team had its best
round of  the season but it wasn’t
enough as it finished second in a
three-team match Monday at
Whispering Creek Golf  Club.

Heritage shot 156 to take first,
with Jay County two strokes
behind. Woodlan shot 193 for
third.

Griffin Mann led the Patriots,

shooting a 2-over-par 38, and
Caleb DeRome was one stroke
behind. Kyle Sanders shot 40, and
Brock DeHoff  completed the
team score with his round of  41.

Simon Pryor also competed,
but his 45 did not factor into the
team total.

Rally comes up short
Seven runs over the last three

innings wasn’t enough as the Jay
County junior varsity softball
team lost to South Adams on
Monday, 14-12.

South Adams scored two or
more runs in each of  the first
four innings for a 13-5 lead over
the Patriots, before the home
team staked its rally that eventu-
ally came up short.

Tricia Ison hit a three-run
home run for the JCHS offense.
Veronique Coppock ended her
day 3-for-3 with a triple, while
Makayla Brainerd hit a double,
singled and knocked in three
runs. Angel Clairday collected
four RBIs on three hits.

Late runs sink Jay
Jay County’s junior varsity

baseball team allowed two runs
in the seventh inning and only
got one back in a 5-4 loss to the
South Adams Starfires on Tues-
day.

Jay County (4-5) led 3-0 after the
first inning before South Adams
tied the game with three runs in
the top of  the fourth.

The Starfires broke the tie with
two runs in the top of  the sev-
enth, and the Patriots had their
rally come up short.

Ryne Goldwsorthy doubled on
his way to a three-hit night for
Jay County. He also knocked in a
run. Kenny Carducci had two
RBIs on one hit, while Christian
Runkle, Jackson Edwards and
Cody Rowles all had singles.

Boys third
PONETO — Jay County Junior

High School’s boys track team
took third Monday in the South-
ern Wells Relays.

Adam Alig had the best indi-
vidual finish for the Patriots,
placing second in shot put.

Gabe Pinkerton was third in
both the 100- and 200-meter dash
races. Joseph Boggs (1,600-meter
run), Creed Beiswanger (800
run) and Alig (high jump) were
also third in their respective
events.

Chris Compton placed fourth
in shot put and Joquin Johnson
took fifth in discus.

JH golfers win
The Jay County junior high

golf  team opened its home
schedule with a 133-158 victory
against Winchester Driver on
Monday in a six-hole match at
Portland Golf  Club. 

Cody DeHoff  led the Patriots
with his round of  32, while
Jacob Monroe was second with
33. Isaac Homan and Luke Fugi-
ett each shot 34 to complete the
team score.

Maddy Snow shot 38, but did
not factor into the team total.

Rinker’s RBI lifts softball past Starfires

The Commercial Review/Chris Schanz

Gavin Myers, a Jay County High School senior, prepares to place a tag on Tim Davidson of
South Adams during a game Tuesday at Harry F. Anderson Field at SAHS. The Patriots lost, 7-2. 

By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review

BERNE — The Patriots managed
to get hits off  the Starfires’ ace.

They just weren’t able to string
them together to consistently score
runs.

And the defense didn’t do them
many favors, either.

Jay County High School’s base-
ball team didn’t quite capitalize on
chances offensively and committed
four errors in a 7-2 loss to the South
Adams Starfires on Tuesday at
Harry F. Anderson Field.

“They answered everything we
did which is the mark of  a good
team,” said JCHS coach Lea Selvey,
whose team dips to 5-4 (1-1 Allen
County Athletic Conference).
“First inning we left them off  the
hook, then they came and put a run
up.

“I don’t want to use young as an
excuse, but you’re looking at a
(Starfire) group that is pretty good.
They took advantage of  us.”

Jay County, which hosts Shenan-
doah tonight, had runners on the
corners with one out in the top of
the first inning, but they were both

thrown out on a botched double
steal.

Then the Starfire offense got the
game’s first run on an RBI single
from Adam Besser, who also got the
win on the mound.

South Adams went ahead 2-0 in the
bottom of  the third before the Patri-
ots ended the shutout with a run in
the top of  the next inning. And in the
fourth, the Starfires added a pair of
two-out RBI singles to go on top, 4-1.

Down 5-1 in the sixth, Jay County
started the frame with three consec-
utive singles but only managed to
push across one run. Then a pair of
errors in the bottom of  the inning
gifted the Starfires the final runs of
the game.

“There were stretches where we
didn’t stay within our approach of
what we wanted to do,” Selvey said.
“We were our own demise, I felt
like.”

The aforementioned Besser kept
the Patriots off  balance most of  the
night, working in his curveball to
keep hitters guessing. Although he
scattered six hits, he gave up two
earned runs with seven strikeouts
and two walks in 6 2/3 innings.

“For one, he’s a guy that knows
how to pitch and he knows how to
pitch in a big game,” South Adams
coach Brad Buckingham said. “That
can’t be underestimated. We have
some guys that have some good arms
but they don’t have the same game
experience, they don’t have the same
— I guess you could say moxie — that
he has on the mound.

“For our team when he’s on the
mound everybody can breathe a lit-
tle bit easier.”

Blake Caldwell led the JCHS
offense with a double and two sin-
gles. Crosby Heniser, who suffered
the loss on the hill for the Patriots,
also had two singles. Austin Curts
recorded the team’s only RBIs.

Offensively, Besser led the
Starfires with a double, two singles
and two RBIs. Aidan Wanner, AJ
Dull and James Arnold each had hits
as well.

“We’ve had games this year where
we’ve had mistakes by the other
team and we haven’t been able to cap-
italize,” Buckingham said. “Tonight
we could. That’s big when you can
scratch a run across. It puts a little
breathing room.”

Jay County
roundup

VISALIA, Calif. — Nick
Thwaits is finally part of  a
full-season professional
team.

He made his debut dur-
ing the first game of  the
season.

Thwaits, a 2018 Fort
Recovery High School
graduate, came out of  the
bullpen for the Lake Elsi-
nore Storm and threw
three innings in an 8-7 vic-
tory over the Visalia
Rawhide on Tuesday at
Valley Strong Ballpark.

The 15th-round draft
pick and two-time Midwest
Athletic Conference Player
of  the Year started the
fourth inning while the
Storm, the San Diego
Padres’ Low-A affiliate,
had a 4-2 lead. 

Thwaits surrendered a
three-run home run to the
fourth batter he faced. One
out later, he gave up an
infield single to Jorge Bar-
rosa, who was later caught
stealing.

In the fifth inning,
Sheng-Ping Chen singled
with one out to score
Wilderd Patino, who was
hit by a pitch to begin the
inning. Thwaits ended his
outing with back-to-back
strikeouts to start the
sixth inning and got an
inning-ending grounder to
short.

When he exited the game
after the sixth inning, Lake
Elsinore (1-0) and Visalia
(0-1), the Low-A affiliate of
the Arizona Diamond-
backs, were tied 6-6. 

The Rawhide scored
once in the bottom of  the
seventh inning but Lake
Elsinore scored twice in
the top of  the eighth for the
win.

In three innings of  work,
Thwaits allowed four
earned runs on three hits.
He struck out three and
didn’t issue a walk to any
of  the 14 batters he faced.
Of  the 56 pitches he threw,
36 of  them went for strikes.

COLDWATER, Ohio —
Mara Pearson is the best
jumper in school history.

Pearson, a Fort Recovery
High School freshman,
broke the long jump school
record for the Tribe girls
track and field team as it
competed in the first day of
the Mercer County Knights
of  Columbus meet Tuesday
at Coldwater.

Pearson had a leap of  17
feet, 1 inch, breaking Jackie
Kaup’s 23-year-old record
of  16 feet, 6.5 inches. Pear-
son won the event by more
than a foot.

She is also seeded third
in the 200-meter dash when
the meet concludes on
Thursday. 

Owen Moorman will be
the top seed in the same
event, running a time of
23.92 seconds in Tuesday’s
preliminaries. 

In other completed
events, Gavin Thobe was
third in high jump, with
Ross Pearson placing sixth
in the same event. Whitley
Rammel finished fifth in
discus.

Evers shines for FR
VERSAILLES, Ohio —

Evers limited the Versailles
Tigers to just two hits and
was at the plate when
Brock Dues scored the
eventual game-winning
run in the fourth inning as
the Fort Recovery High
School baseball team
picked up a 3-0 win Tuesday.

It marked back-to-back
wins for the Indians (6-12, 3-
4 Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence), who topped
Arcanum 5-2 on Monday to
snap an eight-game losing
skid.

Evers was efficient on
the mound, allowing a two-
out single in the first
inning and not giving up

another hit until the fifth.
In that inning, he allowed a
leadoff  triple but kept the
shutout intact. He didn’t
issue a walk and struck out
three in seven innings. He
threw 87 pitches, 63 of  them
for strikes.

Dues was 2-for-3 to lead
the FRHS offense. Riggs
Tobe had a hit and drove in
the team’s only run. Ryne
Post, Cobe Wendel, Landon
Post and Derek Lochtefeld
all singled as well.

Grisez lifts Tribe
FORT RECOVERY —

Chloey Grisez hit a walk-
off  single in leading the
Fort Recovery softball team
to a 4-3 victory over the Ver-
sailles Tigers on Tuesday.

The Indians move to 13-9
and 2-2 in Midwest Athletic
Conference play with the
victory.

Cali Wendel drew a one-
out walk to start the home
half  of  the seventh inning,
and Brenna Homan dou-
bled to put runners on sec-
ond and third. Grisez then
singled to left to bring home
Wendel for the win.

Homan tripled and sin-
gled to lead the FRHS
offense, which led 3-0 after
the fourth inning. Grisez
finished with two hits, and
Sophie Pearson singled as
well. Kensey Gaerke and
Abby Knapke both had
RBis.

Jackie Homan earned
the win, allowing three
unearned runs on eight
hits. She struck out four
and walked one. 

Patriots fall at SA

Pearson sets
school record

Fort Rec.
roundup

Thwaits makes
Storm debut

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Baseball vs. Shenan-
doah – 5 p.m.; Junior high girls track at
Adams Central Relays – 5 p.m.

Fort Wayne TinCaps vs. West Michigan
Whitecaps – 7:05 p.m.

Thursday
Jay County — Boys golf vs. Bellmont

and Bluffton – 4:30 p.m.; Softball vs.
Bluffton – 5 p.m.; Baseball vs. Bluffton – 5
p.m.; Girls tennis vs. Adams Central – 5
p.m.; JV baseball at Bluffton – 5 p.m.; JV
softball at Bluffton – 5 p.m.; Junior high
golf vs. Monroe Central – 4:30 p.m.; Junior
high track at Adams Central Relays – 5:30
p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track in Mercer Coun-
ty Meet at Coldwater – 4 p.m.; Baseball vs.
New Bremen – 5 p.m.; Softball at New Bre-
men – 5 p.m.; JV baseball at New Bre-
men – 5 p.m.

Fort Wayne TinCaps vs. West Michigan
Whitecaps – 7:05 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Softball vs. Adams Cen-

tral – 5 p.m.; Baseball vs. Adams Central –
5 p.m.; JV baseball at Adams Central – 5
p.m.; JV softball at Adams Central – 5
p.m.;  Track at Hagerstown – 5:15 p.m.

Fort Recovery — JV baseball vs.
Wapakoneta – 5 p.m.

On tap


