
By RAY COONEY
and BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

A tornado ripped across
northeast Jay County and
into Mercer County near
Fort Recovery late Friday
afternoon, leaving a swath
of  destruction in its wake.

The tornado destroyed
at least half  a dozen
homes, including several
in the area of  county
roads 450 East and 500
North. A complete
accounting of  the damage
was not available at press
time.

The one piece of  good
news as of  Friday evening
was that the residents of
Jay and Mercer counties
escaped the tornado
unscathed. No injuries
were reported in Jay or
Mercer counties as of  8
p.m. Friday.

“No injuries, thankfully,
have been reported,” said
Amy Blakely, director of
Jay County Emergency
Management Agency,
adding that her agency,
Jay Emergency Medical
Service, Jay County High-
way Department, local law
enforcement and others
were all in the area work-
ing to get a handle on the
situation. “We’ve got peo-
ple out trying to assess
how bad things are and get
things clear.”

The hardest hit location
based on initial observa-
tions was in the area of
county roads 450 East and
500 North.

“That’s apparently the
worst of  it,” Blakely said.

Homes with severe dam-
age in that area included
those owned by Keith and
Melissa Brunswick at 5396
N. 450 East — it no longer
had a roof  — and Matt and
Betsy Minnich just to the
south at 5212 N. 450 East.

At the time the twister
hit, Betsy Minnich and
her children were 2 miles
south helping her parents
with a garage sale. Matt
was at Minnich Poultry
instructing other workers
to buckle down for the
storm.

“We could see the torna-
do,” Matt Minnich said.

“We saw the debris flying,
(I) didn’t think it was
mine. Apparently it was.”

In the aftermath, the
Minnichs walked over
broken glass, loose bricks
and other pieces of  their
house scattered across the
yard in order to assess the
damage. Their outbuild-
ing was flattened, half  of
their home’s roof  was
missing and their garage
was reduced to nothing
but a shell of  strand
boards and concrete.

The tornado also hit an
unoccupied building at
5183 N. 450 East owned by
H&G Agriculture Hold-
ings. Grain bins and out-
buildings lay in the field
or around the property.

Several buildings were
wiped out at the Edward
and Paula Davidson prop-
erty at 5006 E. 500 North.

A series of  utility poles
was also torn down along
the east side of  county
road 450 East north of
county road 500 North.

Trent Muhlenkamp said
his wife Kelsi first saw the
weather taking a bad turn
from their home at 6263 E.
Indiana 67.

“I didn’t think much of
it at the time,” he said.
“Then I kind of  got up and
looked. It’s like, ‘OK, it’s
time to go to the base-
ment.’ And then, it was
just like that, it was
done.”

See Tornado page 2
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Jessica Roop, 31, Con-
nersville

Charles Klingel, 86,
Muncie

Details on page 2.

Jay County’s high tempera-
ture peaked at 77 degrees Fri-
day.

After severe weather,
including a tornado, blew
through the county Friday,
more showers and thunder-
storms are expected today. The
high will be 86.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Dunkirk Public Library
Board has scheduled an execu-
tive session for 6 p.m. June 28
at the library. A special meet-
ing will follow at 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday — Coverage of  Jay
County High School’s gradua-
tion ceremony and Monday’s
Jay School Board meeting.

Wednesday — Results from
the Jay County Summer Swim
Team’s meet against Wells
Community.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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Twenty-five years ago
this week, Portland was
preparing for visitors.

The June 22, 1996, edi-
tion of  The Commercial
Review featured cover-
age of  the city making
preparations for the
arrival of  the Corel
Great American Race.

They included:
•Hanging 40 banners

to decorate Jay County
Courthouse in patriotic
colors

•Decorating dozens of
downtown buildings

•Converting Main
Street on the west side
of  downtown into a pit
area for the 82 drivers
who were headed toward
Jay County.

“This is a town that’s
different from any place
on earth,” said Rosie
Grapner, chair of  the pit
stop committee, noting
the hours of  volunteer-
ing that had gone into
getting ready for the
event.

The Great Race, a
time-speed-endurance
rally for pre-World War
II vehicles, had started
June 16 in Tacoma,
Washington. Drivers
were slated to begin
their drive June 26 in
Peoria, Illinois, with a
pit stop late in the day in
Portland before an
overnight stop in Lima,
Ohio.

The pit area on Main

Street was to be decked
out with a red, white and
blue balloon arch, with
tape designating the pit
areas. Food stands were
also to be set up on
Court Street, with an
announcer’s stand at the
intersection of  Court
and Main streets.
(George Reitenour, a
Portland man who par-
ticipated in the Great
Race four times, was set
to be the announcer and
his car — Spirit of  Jay
County — was going to
be on display.)

“I think Portland is
going to do as good a job
as has ever been done
on a pit stop,” Reitenour
said.

Retrospect

City prepped for race

The Commercial Review/Jack Ronald

Portland’s Les Eads, an old car collector and active volunteer for
the Portland Great Race pit stop, had the yard in front of his Main Street
home decked out in preparation for the event.

TORNADO HITS
Storm destroys several homes in northeast Jay,

continues path of damage into Fort Recovery area

Special to The Commercial Review/Josh Stephenson

A tornado ripped through northeast Jay County and into Mercer County late Friday afternoon. The aerial photo above
taken via drone by Portland Police Chief Josh Stephenson shows the destruction at the property of Edward and Paula
Davidson, 5006 E. 500 North. Below, clean-up begins at the Matt and Betsy Minnich home, 5212 N. 450 East, where the roof
and the front of the garage were torn off. Damage continued southeast through Jay County and into Mercer County, with the
tornado passing along the north side of Fort Recovery.

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline
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 DUNKIRK 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL

765.768.7704 • Dunkirk

DIGNIFIED • COMPASSIONATE
AFFORDABLE

$1,295$1,295
DIRECT CREMATION
Includes crematory fee and 

simple urn

$5,895$5,895
TRADITIONAL BURIAL

Includes Service, Casket 
and Burial Container.

SERVICES
Saturday

Markley, Jackie: 5 p.m., 5
p.m., Williamson-Spencer and
Penrod Funeral Home, 208 N.
Commerce St., Portland.

Monday
Glass, Gregory: 5 p.m., MJS

Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian St.,
Redkey.

Sunday
Coons, Jalen: 4 p.m., MJS

Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian St.,
Redkey.

Monday
Caylor, Harry: 7 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Tuesday
Klingel, Charles: 1 p.m.,

Eden Church, 11205 Indiana 3,
Muncie.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

Continued from page 1
The storm continued on a general-

ly southeast trajectory, destroying a
barn at the 6428 E. 300 North property
of  Gregory Wright and Michael
White’s home across the road at 6137
E. 300 North.

Matt White, Michael’s brother, who
grew up in the home that was hit Fri-
day, watched the storm from a dis-
tance.

“It was a big funnel cloud,” he said,
noting that his own house had been
hit by a tornado in 2007.

“This was devastating here,” he
continued, pointing across the road to
the Wright property. “It physically
pulled posts out of  the ground.
They’re 4 foot deep and square. …
And that building’s been there since I
was a kid.”

The Wrights were in the process of
trying to account for livestock shortly
after the storm.

The roof  of  at least one building
was ripped off  at Fort Recovery Lum-
ber Company, 2550 Wabash Road, just
north of  the village.

The storm skirted the north side
and east sides of  Fort Recovery, con-
tinuing a line of  damage from near
the intersection of  Fort Recovery-
Minster Road and St. Peter Road
southeast toward Fox Road and
Township Line Road.

Pieces of  twisted siding, pink fiber-
glass insulation and other debris was
strewn across miles and miles of
fields stretching from where the tor-
nado first touched down in Jay Coun-
ty deep into Mercer County.

Sheryle Kuhn, administrative
assistant at the Mercer County Emer-
gency Management Agency, noted the
storm downed multiple power lines,
trees and farm outbuildings, along
with damaging about four or five
homes.

“I think everybody took cover,”
Kuhn said. “We were pretty fortunate
there were no injuries.”

Within about an hour of  the torna-
do blowing through the county, fami-
ly, friends and neighbors were
already descending to help the clean-
up process get underway. They
arrived with front-end loaders to help

move the debris and livestock trailers
to haul it away. Others came to drop
off  water, help with the debris or load
moving trucks.

Though the Brunswicks are cur-
rently on vacation, neighbors were
there working Friday to cover the
exposed house.

Matt Minnich estimated at least 80
people came out to his home in the
aftermath to offer their assistance. He
noted his family will be moving into a
home his parents built recently until
further notice.

“The house doesn’t bother me,” he
said. “Instead of  being stressed out
about the fact that, you know, it’s all
tore up, I would say that I’m more
moved by the fact that I live in a
neighborhood and community that
showed up (to help) … that means
more than anything.”

It was at 3:38 p.m. Friday that Jay
County Sheriff ’s Office sent out a
message warning of  a severe storm
with 60-mph winds and possible large
hail. Mercer, Blackford and Delaware
counties sent out similar messages
about the same time.

Friday’s tornado crossed the path
of  the last such storm that caused
severe damage in Jay County. That
2017 tornado traveled northeast from

the Dunkirk area, crossing U.S. 27 just
south of  county road 300 North and
leaving a series of  homes damaged
along the county road 300 north corri-
dor. It continued on to Celina, Ohio,
where it destroyed a Dollar General
store.

The funnel cloud Friday came with-
in about a quarter-mile of  the Carl
and Laurie Muhlenkamp house at
3707 N. 550 East that the 2017 storm
lifted and moved off  of  its foundation.
The Muhlenkamp’s son, Austin, was
at home for that storm. This time,
Laurie and her daughter Briana saw
the tornado blow through.

“We saw it swirling, a black circle
over there by Dennis and Theresa’s
place,” Laurie added, pointing north-
west toward another Muhlenkamp
couple’s home at 4202 N. 550 East. “We
went to the basement then.”

She said she did not receive a tor-
nado warning until she and her
daughter were already in their base-
ment.

Shortly after the storm, Mercer
County Electric was reporting about
3,000 customers without service. Jay
County REMC on its Facebook page
said it was “experiencing widespread
outages due to the extensive storm
damage.”

Jessica Roop
June 23, 1989-June 17, 2021

Jessica Roop, age 31, a resi-
dent of  Connersville, Indiana,
passed away on Thursday, June
17, 2021, at her
home in Con-
nersville. She was
a former resident
of  Portland.

Jessica was
born on June 23,
1989, the daughter
of  Terrie (Gar-
ringer) Roop.  

Survivors include:
Her mother — Terrie Roop

(companion: Sam Crump), Port-
land, Indiana

Her grandfather — Joe Gar-
ringer, Portland, Indiana 

Uncle and aunt — Scott and
Beth Garringer, Bradenton,
Florida 

She was preceded in death by
her grandmother; Norma Gar-
ringer.  

Services for the family will be
held privately at Williamson-
Spencer and Penrod Funeral
Home in Portland.

Burial will be held at Green
Park Cemetery in Portland.  

Condolences may be

expressed at williamson-
spencer.com.  

Charles Klingel
Jan. 1, 1935-June 15, 2021

Charles Klingel, 86, went to
be with his Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ, on June 15, 2021.

He was born on Jan.1, 1935,
in Madison Township, Jay
County, to Herman and Mil-
dred Klingel. He
was a graduate
of  Madison High
School in 1953
and a member of
St. James Luther-
an Church.

Charlie loved
questions, asking
them, finding
answers to them
… pondering everything. How
can I fix that? What’s the best
route to our destination? How
did you accomplish this?
What’s the name of  that orna-
mental tree? Is that a support-
ing wall? I wonder if  this seed
would grow here if  I planted it?
How can I improve this?

He was a doer and never
understood the concept of
boredom. The world is a better

place because of  people like
him.

As a young man, Charlie
could be found at the Fort Recov-
ery Roller Rink skate dancing,
backwards, without missing a
beat or falling. For several years
he sang baritone in the Union
City Barbershop Quartet.

In 1953, Charlie joined the Bat-
tle Group, Guard Unit at Port-
land. In 1957, he acquired the
rank of  S.F.C., then in ’58 he
received his Expert Infantry
Badge at summer camp. He
graduated from Indiana Mili-
tary Academy, The Sabor Class,
Six Sixty-One Indiana Army
National Guard.

Charlie worked with his
father and brother on the same
land his paternal grandfather
settled after immigrating from
Germany in 1881. Known as Jay-
Ayr farms because of  the regis-
tered Ayreshire cattle, they also
had poultry and farmed.

Charlie earned his private
pilot’s license in the late ’50s and
encouraged his date to “Come
Fly with Me.” Hesitant at first,
she finally agreed. He loved to
dance, and this woman enjoyed
dancing, too. They liked dream-

ing and planning, talking and
sharing many things. He decid-
ed to ask Glenna Applegate to
marry him and they wed in 1968.
Together, they raised two daugh-
ters and celebrated 51 years of
marriage in 2019. Charlie loved
being with his family and
attending any and all school and
sporting events of  his grandson.

Charlie became Muncie dis-
trict manager for The Independ-
ent Order of  Foresters life
insurance company. He was
inspired by the people in his
office and their success, togeth-
er. It afforded him the opportu-
nity to travel with his wife in
the U.S. and Canada and he
stayed with Foresters until
retirement.

Ever constant in Charlie’s life
was the love of  the automobile.
Because he needed more to do,
he began buying and working
on cars in the ’70s. He built a
model classic in his garage and
drove it in a lot of  car shows and
parades, usually walking away
with best in class. He loved the
early model T-Birds and Mer-
cedes. He and his wife shared a
passion for remodeling homes
and landscaping, including one

they bought in the ’70s on Anna
Maria Island, where memories
with family and friends were
cherished.

Surviving are daughters
Angela Faith and Julia Apple-
gate; a grandson, Tait; a great-
grandson soon to be born; his
sister Susan Klingel-Dowd
(Michael) of  Muncie, Indiana;
nieces, nephews, cousins and
friends.

He was preceded in death by
his parents, Herman and Mil-
dred Klingel of  Salamonia; his
wife, Glenna Klingel; and a
brother, Donald Klingel of
Rushville, Indiana.

Visitation will be from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. on Tuesday, June 22, at
Eden Church, 11205 Indiana 3,
Muncie, Indiana, with the funer-
al following at 1 p.m. Pastor
Kevin Holt will officiate. Burial
will follow.

On behalf  of  Charlie, his fam-
ily would like to thank Elmcroft
of  Muncie for its caring staff.

Memorials may be made to
Second Harvest Food Bank, 6621
Old State Road 3, Muncie, IN
47303.

An online guestbook is avail-
able at ballardandsons.com.

Obituaries

Roop

Klingel

Tornado ...

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Debris from Friday’s tornado was strewn all over, including
here along county road 300 North near county road 600 East.

Monday
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-

cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Wednesday
5 p.m. — Dunkirk Park

Board, Dunkirk City
Park.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................6.75
July corn..................6.74
Wheat ......................6.60

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................7.10
June corn ................7.10
Aug. corn ................6.37

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................6.70
July corn..................6.70
Beans ......................14.11
July beans ..............14.11

Wheat ...................... 6.52
July wheat .............. 6.52

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................6.83
July corn..................6.81
Beans ......................14.13
Nov. beans ..............12.83
Wheat ...................... 6.53

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.67
July corn..................6.67
Beans ......................14.03
July beans ..............14.03
Wheat ......................6.18
July wheat................6.18

Lotteries

On June 19, 1865,
Union troops arrived in
Galveston, Texas, with
news that the Civil War
was over, and that all
remaining slaves in
Texas were free — an
event celebrated to this
day as “Juneteenth.”

In 1775, George Wash-
ington was commis-
sioned by the Continen-
tal Congress as com-
mander in chief  of  the
Continental Army.

In 1911, Pennsylvania
became the first state to
establish a motion pic-
ture censorship board.

In 1917, during World
War I, King George V
ordered the British royal

family to dispense with
German titles and sur-
names; the family took
the name “Windsor.”

In 1944, during World
War II, the two-day Battle
of  the Philippine Sea
began, resulting in a
decisive victory for the
Americans over the
Japanese.

In 2011, the Portland
Rockets swept a double-
header from the host
South Bend Sultans — 12-
0 in five innings and 7-2
— to improve to 10-5.
Tyler Reynolds, who
returned to the Rockets
this year, tossed a no-hit-
ter in the game-one win.

—AP and The CR

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 2-6-9
Daily Four: 1-5-4-7
Quick Draw: 06-12-14-

22-25-29-32-34-35-39-41-42-
50-58-59-61-62-67-70-79

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 5-5-5
Pick 4: 6-4-4-8
Pick 5: 8-7-7-3-8
Evening
Pick 3: 0-2-3

Pick 4: 1-2-9-1
Pick 5: 2-2-1-9-9
Rolling Cash 5: 5-16-35-

36-39
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$52 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $30

million

CR almanac
Sunday
6/20

Monday
6/21

Tuesday
6/22

Wednesday
6/23

Thursday
6/24

89/73 83/54 70/50 75/58 82/62
There is a

30% chances
of showers
and thunder-
storms in the
afternoon
with winds up
to 20 mph.

Skies will
be mostly
sunny with a
high of 82.

The high
temperature
will be in the
mid 70s
under mostly
sunny skies.

Showers
and thunder-
storms are
expected with
a half-inch of
rain possible.
The high will
be 83.

Expect
sunny skies
with a high of
70.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
PORTLAND FARMERS

MARKET — Is open from
8 a.m. to noon each Satur-
day in the parking lot at
The Rock Church.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. upstairs at True
Value Hardware, Meridi-
an Street, Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 729-2532.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third

Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

BRYANT AREA COM-
MUNITY CENTER —
Walking from 9 to 10 a.m.
every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — For those 55
and older from 12:30 to 3
p.m. at West Jay Commu-
nity Center in Dunkirk.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is

located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come. 

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 5:30
p.m., with the meeting at 6
p.m., in the fellowship hall
at Evangelical Methodist
Church, 930 W. Main St.,
Portland. New members
welcome. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-5312. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the first and
third Monday of  each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.

Tuesday
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

THE LANDING — A 12-
step program for those in
sixth through 12th grade
will meet at 5:55 p.m. each
Tuesday at 2nd Chance at
Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 703-0777 or (260) 726-
5273.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. each Tuesday at
Church of  God of  Prophe-
cy, 797 N. Creagor Ave. in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-9334.

JAY COUNTY PASTORS
AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 8 a.m. on the fourth
Tuesday of  each month at
Richard’s Restaurant.

JAY COUNTY CANCER
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in
conference room C at Indi-
ana University Health Jay
Hospital. Open discussion
for cancer patients, sur-
vivors, family members or
anyone interested in help-
ing with the group. For
more information, contact
Linda Metzger at (260) 726-
1844.

The Commercial Review
Saturday, June 19, 2021 Family Page 3

Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Jack and Connie Ronald of
Portland are celebrating
their 50th wedding anniver-
sary today.

Constance Evelyn Frank
and John C. “Jack” Ronald
were married June 19, 1971 at
Trinity Episcopal Church in
Jacksonville, Illinois.

Connie is the daughter of
the late Dr. Charles and
Dorothy Frank of  Jack-
sonville. Jack is the son of
the late Hugh N. and Sara
Haynes Ronald.

Jack retired as publisher
of  The Commercial Review
in 2020. Connie also retired

last year as an environmen-
tal specialist for her own
firm, Twin Leaf  Consulting.

Connie currently serves as
president of  Friends of  the
Limberlost. Jack is currently
treasurer and a board mem-
ber at Arts Place. He also
serves on the board of

trustees of  Minnetrista Cul-
tural Center, Muncie.

The couple has three
daughters, Margaret Ronald
(husband: Josh Lawton),
Watertown, Massachusetts;
Emily Ronald (husband:
Michael Veloso), Waltham,

Massachusetts; and Sara
“Sally” Ronald (husband:
Ben Lawson), Bloomington,
Indiana. They have four
grandchildren.

The couple plans to cele-
brate with a trip to Italy in
the fall.

50th anniversary

Jack and Connie Ronald - 2021
Connie and Jack Ronald - 1971

Connie
and Jack
Ronald

Community Calendar

Fields
Huntley Lee, a son, was

born May 29 to Leah
Knott and Erik Fields of
Dunkirk at St. Vincent
Randolph Hospital in
Winchester.

He weighed 8 pounds, 8
ounces.

Grandparents are Erik
Knott of  Parker City,
Ernie and Amy Fields
and Lori Hall. Great-
grandparents are Bill
and Kathy Fields and Kay
Segraves.

May
Pagan Reigns, a son,

was born June 6 to Kate-
lyn Bradburn and Kyle
May of  Winchester at St.
Vincent Randolph Hospi-
tal in Winchester.

He weighed 4 pounds,
10 ounces.

Grandparents are Jesse
and Sherry Rowles of
Portland and Danny and
Candy Bradburn of  Win-
chester.

Great-grandparents are
Jerry and Linda Hopkins
of  Portland, and Larry
and Sherry May of  Con-
nersville.

Segraves
Laney, a daughter, was

born June 7 to Marrissa
and Matthew Segraves of
Winchester at St. Vincent
Randolph Hospital in
Winchester.

She weighed 7 pounds,
5 ounces.

Grandparents are Lori
Hall of  Winchester,
Penny Moore and Johnna
Alston of  Anderson,
Gary and Lisa Moore of
Winchester and Kevin
and Dodi VanSkyock of
Ridgeville.

Great-grandparents are
Kay Segraves of  Port-
land, Linda Moore of
Winchester, and Ruby
and Jeff  Brown of  Ander-
son.

DEAR ABBY: I’m a girl of  23 who
has never had a boyfriend. Now
that I finished college and am a
journalist, I have met some guys,
mostly from high school and places
like that. One of  them, who went to
my middle school, recently asked
me on a date. Another one from
high school asked me out, too, in
the same week. (Neither one ever
talked to me in the respective
schools.) Even if  I wanted to go out,
I’m a little nervous because I’ve
never been on a date. What do you
think I have to do? I know I should-
n’t care about what my family and
friends say, but they are gossips. —
FEELING WEIRD IN MEXICO

DEAR FEELING WEIRD: I’m
glad you wrote. You do not have
to do anything except calm
down and get to know these
guys. You should not rush into

ANYthing. Romances evolve
from friendships, and friend-
ships take time and effort. Hang
on to your sense of  humor, and
remember: You are at the begin-
ning of  an interesting career
and life journey. Stop worrying
about the gossips, and take
advantage of  the opportunities
that are opening up for you. 

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My mother and

her companion recently moved to
be closer to me (20 minutes away).

The problem is I don’t really care
for her companion, and he is
always around my mom. He comes
over to my house when she does,
plops himself  in our den and turns
on the TV — LOUD. 

We now need to replace the
reclining chairs in the den. He
weighs more than 300 pounds, and
I can’t find a loveseat or chairs that
can accommodate his weight. He
won’t allow Mom to drive herself
over here. What can I do? I would
like comfortable seating in my den,
but I don’t want furniture that will
break the first time he sits on it. —
IMPOSED UPON IN THE SOUTH

DEAR IMPOSED UPON: You
are under no obligation to buy
furniture to accommodate
someone you “don’t particular-
ly like.” Tell your mother YOU
will provide the transportation

when she wants to visit you.
Problem solved.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: When six of  us

women got together for lunch, one
gal brought copies of  her mother’s
newly published book of  poetry.
The book was $20. After describing
the book and her mother, she
offered one to each of  us to PUR-
CHASE! I thought she showed poor
taste by pushing this book on us.
We all bought one because we felt
obligated. What’s your opinion
about what she did? What would
have been a tactful way to refuse?
— DUMBSTRUCK

DEAR DUMBSTRUCK: You
could have thanked the woman
for offering the book, told her
you are sure it was “wonderful”
and refused by saying, “But I’m
just not into poetry!” 

Young professional can’t escape gossip
Dear
Abby

Births



By MICHAEL J. HICKS
The Census Bureau is now

rolling out their population esti-
mates from the 2020 counts. We
have state and now local municipal
counts.

These figures are used to deter-
mine the number of  House seats
each state receives, and to draw
congressional district lines within
states. The census is also used for
drawing Senate and House seats
within states, at least for those 49
states that have a bicameral legis-
lature.

This is the 41st time the United
States has conducted a census. The
first was conducted in the summer
of  1790, as required by the Consti-
tution two years earlier.

Demographers are also keenly
interested in the decennial census.
These counts give us a better idea
if  the annual population estimates
conducted by other government
agencies are accurate, and it pro-
vides a more comprehensive snap-
shot of  changes in American pop-
ulation. The more detailed data
that will arrive over the next cou-
ple years will tell us more about
the structure of  age, education,
race, ethnicity, ancestry, marriage
patterns, family structure and
hundreds of  other pieces of  data.

Economists care about the data
for even more immediate reasons.
Population growth of  a region is
the strongest single sign of  region-
al economic health and a marker
of  prosperity. So, population
growth alone is often the best
measure of  recent improvement in
economic conditions. Perhaps
more importantly, population
growth is a robust measure of
future economic prospects for a
region. For that reason, civic lead-
ers should be closely attentive to
population growth.

The 2020 Census revealed unsur-
prising results. Indiana’s popula-
tion grew last year by 23,943. This
measure is “as of” a date in March,
so it largely measures growth

prior to the pandemic. What this
count omits is the nearly 14,000
COVID deaths that are above the
expected levels of  mortality in the
state.

That means nearly two-thirds of
Indiana’s population growth in
2020 was erased by COVID, a popu-
lation equivalent of  a Chesterton,
Auburn or Bedford. This should be
a sobering piece of  data. In a better
world it might even give cause for
the many critics of  Gov. Holcomb’s
pandemic restrictions to reconsid-
er their objections.

Many of  the trends of  the past
decades continued in 2020. The
greater Indianapolis region
absorbed almost 75 percent of  the
state’s population growth. Most of
the rest occurred in Fort Wayne.
This continues the 21st century
trend where the Indianapolis met-
ropolitan area absorbs more than
100 percent of  new jobs and close
to 80 percent of  new people
statewide. Few places outside the
large metropolitan regions are
growing.

As we dive down to municipal
levels, the big growth as a percent
of  population comes in places
within the Indy region. So, Ingalls
(Madison County), Whitestown
(Boone County), and Bargersville
and Trafalgar (Johnson County) all
grew at rates five times the nation
as a whole, and closer to 15 times
the state rate of  growth. Larger
communities typically grow more
slowly, but that didn’t stop Win-
field, Pittsboro, New Palestine,
Plainfield, Avon, McCordsville or
Zionsville from fast growth.

A few places outside the Indi-

anapolis region grew quickly also.
St. John (Lake County), Greenville
(Floyd County), Utica (Clark Coun-
ty), and Huntingburg (Dubois
County) saw robust population
growth. I’m omitting lots of  small-
er communities, where a small
annexation or a few families can
have a solid growth effect. Hopeful-
ly these places will continue to
attract people in the years ahead.

Almost one in three Hoosiers
live in the communities that aren’t
growing. About 20 percent live in
places that are growing faster than
the national average, and the
remaining half  live in places that
are in relative population decline.
This reflects deeper, longer-term,
structural problems in the state’s
economy that suppresses popula-
tion growth. Those places with sig-
nificant population loss should be
familiar to everyone.

Muncie and East Central Indi-
ana saw large declines that contin-
ue a half-century trend. Terre
Haute and West Central Indiana
likewise extended their long-term
decline. Both Elkhart-Goshen and
South Bend-Mishawaka metropoli-
tan areas reversed several years of
growth. These types of  trend
reversals are likely linked to the
weakness of  factory employment
in the 18 months prior to the pan-
demic. The regions extending a
half-century of  decline remain
decades away from reversing the
trend.

These data are interesting and
useful, but it is really critical to
understand why economists view
population growth is a measure of
prosperity. There are three reasons
that are related but worth consid-
ering separately.

The first of  these is that people
are the driving force of  economic
growth. As inputs to the produc-
tion of  goods, people matter far
more than capital investment, tax
rates, incentives or infrastructure.
It is inevitable that local elected
leaders get excited about a new

business bringing a large invest-
ment to a community. In reality,
they should be far more excited
about people.

The second reason is that most
economic production, some 70 per-
cent of  household spending, is
allocated to the purchase of  servic-
es. Almost all services are pro-
duced and consumed locally. Since
1970, all the net job growth, actual-
ly more than 100 percent of  it, has
gone towards the production of
services. That’s more than 100 mil-
lion jobs. The production of  goods,
which are consumed outside a
local region, has declined by 8 mil-
lion. One major engine of  local
economic growth is simply the
consumption of  local services.

I know it boggles the mind of
many readers that consumers
might drive local economies. Many
of  you have been told that making
stuff  locally and selling it else-
where is the source of  economic
growth. You’ve been misled, and
the best way to explain this is sim-
ply to note that the world economy
has grown some six-fold over the
last century. To the best of  my
understanding, we are conducting
very little trade with Mars.

The final reason people matter is
that population growth, particu-
larly net in-migration is signal
that the community is doing some-
thing right. The ability to attract
people is the most important eco-
nomic development metric. To be
honest, whatever is in second
place hardly matters. That’s why
the decennial census and the
annual estimates of  population
growth are so decidedly important
to economists who study and
advise about economic growth.

••••••••••
Hicks is the director of  the Center

for Business and Economic
Research and the George and
Frances Ball Distinguished Profes-
sor of  Economics in the Miller Col-
lege of  Business at Ball State Uni-
versity.
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The Washington Post
Talks on a possible infrastruc-

ture compromise between Presi-
dent Joe Biden and Sen. Shelley
Moore Capito, R-West Virginia,
collapsed definitively on Tues-
day, but fortunately there is more
than one way to achieve a bipar-
tisan deal. If  there can’t be one
between the White House and
Senate Republicans, perhaps
something acceptable to the
president can be worked out
among senators themselves,
working across the aisle. That, at
least, is the hope raised by the
announcement on Thursday that
a 10-member Senate group, split
evenly among Republicans and
Democrats, has agreed on a pro-
posal.

Details are sketchy, and what
is known of  the deal suggests it

is far from ideal. Some Republi-
cans are likely to object to any-
thing that spends a lot of  money
and hands even a partial politi-
cal victory to Biden; on the Dem-
ocratic left, meanwhile, critics
are already saying their party
should stop wasting time and
pass a bill using a party-line pro-
cedure known as reconciliation.
Biden, however, campaigned not
only on investing in productivi-
ty-enhancing public goods but
also on restoring functionality to

Washington. He should therefore
engage with the Senate group in
good faith.

Their plan includes about $974
billion in infrastructure spend-
ing over five years. Of  that
amount, however, $579 billion
would be new spending above
what has already been author-
ized. Biden has said he won’t set-
tle for less than $1 trillion in new
money, but the Senate group’s
plan is at least within shouting
distance of  that number — and
reportedly also adds clean ener-
gy spending, a Biden priority
that Capito rejected.

The real problem is how to pay
for the plan. The Senate group, in
deference to GOP ideology,
claims to do it without raising
taxes. The president, whose orig-
inal $2.2 trillion relied on raising

the corporate tax rate from 21%
to 28%, should insist on some
revenue from higher corporate
taxation, perhaps in the form of
the 15% minimum corporate tax
rate he floated in discussions
with Capito.

In fairness to the Republican
members of  the group, they are
open to inflation-adjusting the
federal fuel excise tax — a tax
increase in all but name, and a
truly modest one given that the
tax hasn’t been raised since 1993.
Higher fuel taxes are also good
policy: They both raise revenue
and, at the margins, reduce driv-
ing, which means they reduce
carbon emissions. Biden is the
obstacle here, because he has
sworn not to increase taxes for
anyone who earns less than
$400,000 per year. That promise

seems especially ill-advised in
the context of  transportation
infrastructure, where fuel taxes
function as a rough user fee for
the nation’s highways.

Time is growing short between
now and the self-imposed July 4
deadline of  Senate Majority
Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y.,
to bring a bill to the floor. The
smart money is betting that
Republicans and Democratic
centrists are just posturing, and
that these negotiations will end
in the usual partisan impasse.
Americans in general would not
be surprised if  that happens —
but undoubtedly wish it
wouldn’t. As the one player in
this drama who was elected by
all the people, Biden’s role is to
help prove that this time the
smart money is wrong.

Let’s give infrastructure a chance

Bloomberg Opinion
Anyone who still thinks

bitcoin is a viable form of
money should have
learned otherwise. 

The cryptocurrency’s
wild fluctuations say it
isn’t. For
those just
looking to
get rich
quick, the message is even
simpler: Buyer beware.

At one point, the price
of  a bitcoin had dropped
more than 40% over the
course of  a week — discon-
certing for the throngs of
retail investors who, egged
on by Elon Musk and other
celebrities, had helped
drive it up more than 230%
over the previous six
months. In a matter of
days, hundreds of  billions
in virtual wealth disap-
peared.

That’s right: Bitcoin is
volatile. In other words, it
isn’t on track to displace
traditional government-
issued currencies. If  a bit-
coin buys one Tesla today
and only half  a Tesla
tomorrow, it’s useless as a
means of  payment and
store of  value (unless
you’re a criminal with lim-
ited options). And this is
before you consider the
inefficiencies and environ-
mental impact of  a system
that requires power-hun-
gry computers around the
world to vouch for each
transaction.

Crypto’s lack of  actual
utility won’t stop many
from profiting handsome-
ly. Its novelty and detach-
ment from any sense of
fundamental value make it
appealing to the very inter-
mediaries it was designed
to disrupt. Traders and
hedge-fund managers
thrive on the volatility;
banks can offer custody
services; creators of
exchange-traded funds are
eager to offer bitcoin ver-
sions. Investors briefly val-
ued crypto exchange Coin-
base at more than $100 bil-
lion, thanks to the fees it
charges customers want-
ing a piece of  the action.

Cryptocurrencies’ gyra-
tions will most likely cre-
ate and destroy many
more fortunes yet. Author-
ities should pursue the
criminals, caution the
unsophisticated, and
ensure that speculative
fervor doesn’t threaten the
broader financial system.
Beyond that, look out.
Your crypto is worth only
what the next buyer will
pay — and that could be an
awful lot less than you
hope.

Bitcoin
doesn’t
act like
currency

Census is key because people count

Guest
Editorial

Guest
Opinion

Michael
J. Hicks



By MICHAEL HIRTZER and
DOMINIC CAREY
Bloomberg

Chicken-sandwich fever
means poultry is pacing
U.S. food inflation in the
meat case.

U.S. producer prices for
processed poultry jumped
to an all-time high in May,
climbing 2.1% in the eighth
straight monthly increase,
U.S. government data
showed Tuesday. Gains in
poultry outpaced the 0.8%
increase in the broader pro-
ducer price index.

The surge comes after

several large fast-food
restaurant chains recently
launched fried-chicken
sandwiches in a bid to
match Popeyes’ 2019 viral
success. Sales have also
surged with consumers
preparing more meals at
home during the pandemic.
Meanwhile, poultry pro-
ducers have struggled to
keep up with the growing
demand, with labor short-
ages at meat plants and
severe winter storms that
killed thousands of  birds
constricting chicken sup-
plies.

McDonald’s, KFC and
Burger King have all
recently introduced new
chicken sandwiches. At
U.S. restaurants, orders for
chicken entrees were up
4% for the year ending in
April 2021, according to
market researcher NPD
Group.
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Ribbon
cutting

Jay County
Chamber of
Commerce held a
ribbon-cutting event
last week for
Mustard Seed
Remodeling. The
business can be
reached at
mustardseedremode
lingin@gmail.com or
(260) 251-5685.

A manufacturer with local
ties announced that it is invest-
ing in STEM education.

Ardagh Group, which oper-
ates glass manufacturing facili-
ties in Dunkirk and Winchester,
announced Monday that it is
providing a multi-year grant to
Project Lead the Way for sci-
ence, technology, engineering
and mathematics. 

The funding is expected to
benefit more than 500,000 stu-
dents in the United States over
the next decade. It will also be
used for teacher training.

“Ardagh is a major employer
in all of  the communities in
which we operate across the
Americas and Europe,” said
Ardagh chairman and CEO Paul
Coulson in a press release.
“Social sustainability is at the
core of  our sustainability strate-
gy. We recognize the critical role
education, and access to educa-
tion, plays in ensuring equal
opportunities and in building
successful, vibrant communi-
ties. We expect to invest $50 mil-
lion over 10 years to support
education in our U.S. communi-
ties.”

Fair awarded
Jay County Fair Association

was honored this week with the
Governor’s Century Business
Award.

Gov. Eric Holcomb on Wednes-
day awarded 101 Indiana compa-
nies and organizations with cen-
tury and half-century awards for
their longevity of  service. Jay
County Fair Association has
been in existence for 149 years.

More than 1,160 Indiana com-
panies have been recognized
during the award's 30-year histo-
ry.

Ribbon cutting
Jay County Chamber of  Com-

merce will host a ribbon-cutting

ceremony next week for Cryo
Beauty & Wellness.

The ribbon-cutting is sched-
uled for noon Friday. The busi-
ness operates at 406 W. Votaw St.
inside the Clear Choice Chiro-
practic office.

Office opens
Mercer Health has opened a

new primary care office in Celi-
na, Ohio.

Mercer Health Medical Group
has a new office at 329 E. Market
St. in the south end of  the build-
ing that also houses Dr. Neal
Holleran’s office. Nurse practi-
tioner Ben Werling will see both
pediatric and adult patients in
the office.

The new location can be
reached at (567) 890-7124. For
more information visit mercer-
health.com.

Job fair set
Muncie Mall will host a job

fair next week.
Delaware County Job &

Resource Fair, hosted by East-
ern Indiana Works and the City
of  Muncie, will be held at the
mall, 3501 N. Granville Ave.,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday
and 2 to 5 p.m. Wednesday. It will
include employers from a wide
range of  fields in both the public
and private sectors.

“This job fair is aimed to con-
nect Muncie’s talented workers
with employers looking to hire,
this is a critical part of  our part-
ners' efforts to strengthen our
economy and support the local
workforce, including our retail-

ers here at Muncie Mall now
that we have extended mall
hours,” said Muncie Mall gener-
al manager Chataun Porch.

Adams honored
Adams Memorial Hospital

was recently awarded the Amer-
ican Diabetes Association Edu-
cation Recognition Certificate.

The honor goes to organiza-
tions that provide educational
services for diabetes self-man-
agement and support that meet
the National Standards for Dia-
betes Self-Management Educa-
tion and Support.

Airport adding
Indianapolis International

Airport recently announced it
will be offering a new non-stop
flight.

Through American Airlines,
travelers will be able to fly non-
stop from Indianapolis to
Austin, Texas, beginning Sept. 8.
Flights will increase to twice
daily beginning Aug. 2.

“This is a triple win for
Hoosier travelers,” said Mario
Rodriguez, executive director of
the Indianapolis Airport
Authority. “We’re getting anoth-
er new nonstop, and to the great
city of  Austin, Texas, where
food and music culture thrive,
and American will leverage
Indy headquartered Republic
Airways’ operations and E-175
aircraft.”

The airport had previously
announced 16 new non-stop
flights to begin between May
and September, including to Los
Angeles, Boston and Orlando.

Chief named
Indiana University

announced this week that Dr.
Aaron Carroll has been named
as its inaugural chief  health
officer.

Carroll has served as a distin-
guished professor of  pediatrics
and associate dean for research
mentoring at the IU School of
Medicine. He was also one of  the
leaders of  the university’s
COVID-19 Medical Response
Team.

He will be responsible for
leading and coordinating IU’s
response to major health issues.

"Over the last year of  our
intensive and all-consuming
efforts to keep Indiana Universi-
ty safe from the pandemic … the
need for a more systematic uni-
versity-wide approach to future
public health crises and to on-
going medical and other public
health issues has become clear,"
IU president Michael A. McRob-
bie said in a press release.

Walmart invests
In a press release Thursday,

Walmart announced that it is
making an investment in Drone-
Up to continue working toward
developing a “scalable last-mile
delivery solution.”

Walmart last year partnered
with DroneUp to launch trial
deliveries of  at-home COVID-19
testing kits via drone. DroneUp
operates a drone delivery net-
work.

NextEra to meet
NextEra Energy and NextEra

Energy Partners announced a
series of  meetings Tuesday.

Members of  the senior man-
agement team of  NextEra,
which owns and operates Bluff
Point Wind Energy Center in
Jay and Randolph counties, are
participating in a variety of
investor meetings this month.
They plan to discuss issues
including long-term growth rate
expectations.

A copy of  the presentation
materials is available at NextEr-
aEnergy.com/investors.

By MEGAN DURISIN
and KIM CHIPMAN
Bloomberg

Farmers from
Kansas to Kyiv are
gearing up to collect
abundant wheat crops
in coming weeks, help-
ing ease a global grain
shortfall that’s fueled a
surge in prices.

Spring rains show-
ered fields in the Black
Sea region, U.S. Plains
and European Union,
bolstering prospects
for the approaching
winter-wheat harvest
across major suppli-
ers. The staple is the
first major crop col-
lected in the Northern
Hemisphere, and hefty
harvests will aid in
replenishing grain
silos drained by surg-
ing Chinese demand
and poor weather last
year.

The outlook for
refreshed supplies is
contributing to a cool-
down in prices after a
rally across agricul-
tural markets pro-
pelled a gauge of  glob-
al food costs to near a
decade high. Still,
weather issues linger
in some growing areas
and easing lockdowns
are boosting grain
demand, tempering
the likely retreat.

“It should help some
of  the food inflation
concerns — bread is
such an important
part of  people’s diets,”
said Jack Scoville, a
vice president for
Price Futures Group
in Chicago. “There’s
enough of  the growing
season left that there
still could be some
issues.”

Conditions for soft-
wheat in France, the
EU’s top producer, are
the best for this time
since 2015 with a few
weeks left in the grow-
ing season. A May crop
tour in the U.S. bread-
basket state of  Kansas
pointed to record
yields, and a stretch of
sunny, warm weather
has set early harvests
“off  to a good start”
following showers,
according to Justin
Gilpin, chief  executive
officer of  the Kansas
Wheat Commission.

Russian analysts
have been ratcheting
wheat estimates high-
er, and yields in
Ukraine could climb
near a record. Mykola
Gorbachov, president
of  the Ukrainian
Grain Association,
likened the country’s
non-stop showers to a
Scottish spring.

“Weather conditions
are just perfect,” he
said at last week’s
International Grains
Council conference.
“All fields are green.”

Prices are easing as
harvests kick off, with
most-active futures in
Chicago shedding
about 13% from an
April peak.

Wheat
easing
grain
shortfall

Poultry prices soaring

Ardagh announces investment
Business
roundup
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A day for dads

1) What president signed legislation to make
Father’s Day a national holiday in the U.S.?

2) What is considered the 
official flower of Father’s Day?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Richard Nixon
2) The rose
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CLASSIFIEDS 60 SERVICES

STATEDE  

90 SALE CALENDAR
G STATEWIDE

90 SALE CALENDAR

190 FARMERS

70 INSTRUCTIO         N,
110 HELP WANTED

2
130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
Jay County Humane
Society can serve as an
information center. 260-
726-6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

50 RUMMAGE SALES

YARD SALE 908 WEST
WATER 9am-7pm Now
thru Saturday 19th. Toys,
Infant to adult clothing,
books, furniture, glass-
ware & many quarter
items. 
YARD SALE 225 E 6th,
Portland, Saturday only
from 8- ?. X-box console
and Controllers, Games,
X-box 360 games, Nin-
tendo 64 Console and
Controllers plus games.
Stationary Bike (New),
Clothing, Furniture,
Kitchen ware, Tools,
Tonka trucks, Toy Etc. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom
built homes, new
garages, pole barns,
interior/ exterior remod-
eling, drywall, windows,
doors, siding, roofing,
foundations. 260-726-
5062, leave message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 

GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, June 26th,

2021 
Time 10:00 A. M. 

Located 1610 E Division
Rd, Portland, IN 

1 mile East of Jay Coun-
ty Fairgrounds
REAL ESTATE

3-Bd, 1-ba, ranch-style
home cont. 1456 sq ft of

fin. living area w/ a
14’X26’ att. garage,

front/rear porches, cem.
patio, fenced backyard,
central air, 16kw whole-
house generator, almost
½ an acre of land!  Also
offering a 1-ac parcel w/
(2) 40’X72’ pole bldgs &
a lg. gravel area (access

off of CR 200E).
Parcels will be offered
separately, or as one

property. 
OPEN HOUSE SUN-
DAY, June 13th, 1 TO 3
PM. OR FOR PRIVATE
SHOWING PHONE
AUCTIONEERS.

TRACTORS – BACK
HOE – TRENCHER -

COMBINE
JD 4240 tract w/

6035hrs, Farmall H tract
w/ fenders (restored),
Farmall 300 NF tract, &
to many items  to list.
SEMI – TRUCKS –

TRAILERS – MOWERS
– GOLF CARTS

1986 Freightliner cab-
over semi w/ 338000 mi,
1999 Ford 250 super-
duty reg. cab w/ 207000

mi, 
FARM EQUIPMENT –

SHOP TOOLS
Case IH 5400 no till drill,
Large lot of shop, hand,
lawn & garden tools
ANTIQUES – FURNI-
TURE - HOUSEHOLD
Terms on Real Estate:
Cash With 10% Non-

Refundable Deposit Day
of Auction.  Balance Due
at Closing.  Sale Not

Subject to Buyer Obtain-
ing Financing.  Arrange
Financing if Needed
Prior to Auction.  Final
Sale Subject  to Owner

Confirmation.
Terms on Personal
Property: Cash-Good
Check-Credit Card

OWNER: Dave & Sue
Schrock

Statements made sale
day take precedence

over written ad.
Shawver Auctioneering 

and Real Estate 
AC31800004 

AUCTIONEERS 
Pete D. Shawver

AU19700040
260-726-5587
Zane Shawver 
AU10500168 
260-729-2229 

More photos available at
www.auctionzip.com &
www.auctionsoft.com 

WAGNER AUCTION
Located: 806 E Votaw

St., Portland, IN
Jay County Fairgrounds
– Round House/Industri-

al Building
June 26, 2021

10:00 A.M./ 10:30 Dou-
ble Ring

GUNS – AMMO – GUN
SAFE – KNIVES –
MISC MILITARY –

CAMPER – VEHICLES
– TRAILER – GOLF
CART - ATVs – MOW-
ERS - TOOLS – WOOD-

WORKING EQUIP-
MENT – HOUSEHOLD
– PRIMITIVES – COL-
LECTIBLES – ADVER-
TISEMENT - NEW
MERCHANDISE –

SECURITY CAMERA
MISC – OFFICE MISC –

OTHER MISC
Check out auctionzip

#11389 for pictures and
full auction ad!

Jamie & Jaime Wagner,
Owners

Mel Smitley’s Real
Estate & Auctioneering

Laci Smitley
AU10600051 

(260)-729-2281- Cell 
Gary White 
AU19800069 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

WANTED Amish crew
looking for a person to
drive and work. Leave
message 260-750-1004  

ADVERTISING
ACCOUNT

Representative(s)
Full & Part-Time. 

Seeking a hard-working,
motivated, self-starter
with a winning attitude
who enjoys a challenge
and will attract new

clients to print and digi-
tal media. 

Responsibilities: Devel-
op and manage revenue
producing relationships
with current clients and
agencies. Prospect for
new business and build
a full pipeline of sales
products. Analyze client
marketing goals and
develop needs based
solutions to achieve
them. Qualifications:

Strong problem solving
and analytical skills.
Have basic computer
skills. Be able to work
on a deadline. Have
good communications
skills. Be organized and
have a positive attitude.
Be able to pay attention

to detail. 
Have reliable transporta-

tion & valid driver
license.

Prior experience with
digital & print advertising
sales experience pre-

ferred but not necessary,
we will train. 

Apply in person along
with your resume or mail
in your resume to: The

Commercial Review
PO Box 1049, 

309 W. Main St.,
Portland, IN 47371 

Attn: Business Manager
or e-mail gpcbusi-

ness@embarqmail.com 
CDL OTR DRIVER -
FLEXIBLE home times.
2019 Coronado 13 spd /
Cascadia/Auto. Can get
$1500+ weekly. 3 yrs.
CDL exp. req. RGN, SD
exp. helpful. All miles,
drops, downtime, and
weekends paid if out.
Call 260- 273-1245  
$12.00/HOUR. First
shift. Door & Cabinet
Sander. Benefits include
matching HSA & IRA.
Apply in person at Pen-
nville Custom Cabinetry -
600 East Votaw Street,
Portland, IN.  
CROWNPOINTE OF
PORTLAND is hiring
hard working, dedicated
Certified Nurse Aids (C.
N. A.).&#8203; Full time,
part time, and PRN posi-
tions available for 1st
and 3rd shifts. Pay is
negotiable. Please apply
in house at 745 Patriot
Drive, Portland, IN
47371 or online at
www.cpcommunities.co
m/portland.&#8203; For
questions please call
260-726-3577.&#8203; 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or

four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial

Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK 4 for a $1.00 pick
up at The Commercial
Review Tuesday thru Fri-
day 10am to 4pm. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 
TRIPLE J FARMS CUS-
TOM BAILING For cus-
tom hay mowing, raking
or bailing and straw for
sale call Joe 260-251-
9271 

200 FOR RENT

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, distri-
bution, offices, inside and
outdoor storage. Easy
access to major high-
ways and railroad access
with loading docks and
overhead cranes avail-
able. Contact Sycamore
Group, 419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 
PIEDMONT APART-
MENTS, 778 W 7th
Street, Portland, Indiana,
accepting applications
for 1, 2, 3 bedroom
apartments, no applica-
tion fee. Rent base on
30% of your gross
income. Call 260-726-
2920, TDD 800-743-
3333. This is an Equal
Opportunity Housing
Complex. This institution
is an Equal Opportunity
Provider and Employer. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

ROD PENROD, LICENSED AGENT

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Drug Plans
Medicare Advantage
Senior Life Insurance

Local Agent

260-418-9492

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS
You never know

what you might find in
The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to
a new home, to a

new job,
the Classifieds

deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call  
260-726-8141

THE 
CLASSFIEDS

Find it 
Buy It
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141 

PUBLIC AUCTION
LOCATED:  1610 East Division Road, Portland, IN 47371

(1 mile East of Jay County Fairgrounds – North side)    

Saturday, June 26th, 2021
10:00 A.M.

REAL ESTATE
3-Bd, 1-ba, ranch-style home cont. 1456 sq ft of fin. living area w/ a 14’X26’ att.
garage, front/rear porches, cem. patio, fenced backyard, central air, 16kw whole-
house generator, almost ½ an acre of land!  Also offering a 1-ac parcel w/ (2)
40’X72’ pole bldgs & a lg. gravel area (access off of CR 200E).  Parcels will be
offered separately, or as one property. OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, June 13th, 1 TO
3 PM. OR FOR PRIVATE SHOWING PHONE AUCTIONEERS.

TRACTORS – BACK HOE – TRENCHER - COMBINE
JD 4240 tract w/ 6035hrs, CHA, duals, (2) Case 1370 tract w/ cab, duals, & front
wgts, Int 756 gas WF tract w/ 6376 hrs, wgts, Farmall H tract w/ fenders
(restored), Farmall 300 NF tract, 1945 Farmall M tract, 1955 Farmall Super M
tract, Farmall H tract, Ford 555 D backhoe-loader w/ 6906hrs, Rops 12”/24”
buckets, Parsons 55 trencher-backhoe w/ blade, JD 6620 combine w/ 2560hrs, JD
643 6-row corn head, JD 218 grain head w/ J&M grain header cart

SEMI – TRUCKS – TRAILERS – MOWERS – GOLF CARTS
1986 Freightliner cab-over semi w/ 338000 mi, Cummins 350 eng, 9-spd trans,
1981 Int. dump truck w/ CAT dsl eng, 5&2 trans, 1999 Ford 250 super-duty reg.
cab w/ 207000 mi, 8’ bed, 5-spd trans, 1987 Eager Beaver 24000lb tri-axle pintle-
hitch trailer w/ 18’ bed, 4’ dove & ramps, 2011 5’X12’ single-axle util trailer w/
gate, Electric over hyd. tile reel trailer, Simplicity Axion 24hp 50” cut zero-turn
mower, Simplicity Regent 18hp 38” cut mower, JD 116 riding mower, Toro 38”
cut riding mower, Yamaha gas golf cart w/ rear seat & cover, EZ-Go Workhorse
gas golf cart w/ util bed, Poulan & other push mowers

FARM EQUIPMENT – SHOP TOOLS
Case IH 5400 no till drill, JD 7000 6-row no till planter (for parts), Kewanee
18’/21’ discs, Unverferth 25’ roll. basket, Kinze 630 planter w/ New Idea frame,
M&W 4250 hopper wgn w/ brakes, J&M 350 bushel hopper wgn, MF 10-shank
ripper, AC 23.5’ field cultivator w/ Remlinger harrow, Hiniker 26’ field cultivator,
AC 9-shank disc chisel, 14’ Brillion cultipacker, JD 16’ spike-toothed harrow,
Kelly 8’ fast-hitch blade, (2) JD No.5 7’ sickle-bar mowers, White 378 6-row
cultivator, Farmall M steel wheels, 6’/7’ pull-type rotary mowers, (2) 500 gal
fuel tanks w/ elec. pumps, (2) 100 gal fuel tanks w/ 12v pumps, Gas generator,
Hyd. log splitter, Hyd. cylinders, Torch cart, Lincoln 225 welder, C&H 80 gal
upright compressor, Craftsman roll-a-way toolboxes, Pedestal grinder, Stihl MS-
250 chainsaw, Echo CS-590 & CS-3900 chainsaws, Echo weed-eater, Echo
mini-tiller, Lawn sprayer on transport, 4’ Jack, 24’ Fiberglass ext ladders, Large
lot of shop, hand, lawn & garden tools

ANTIQUES – FURNITURE - HOUSEHOLD
Oak ice chest, Oak glass-doored jelly cupboard, Oak 6-dwr dresser w/ mir., Oak
folding kitchen table w/ 2 chairs, Oak mantle clock, Roll top desk, Wood rocking
chair, Wood high chair, Coffee grinder, Coke trays, Kerosene lamps, 6/5/2 gal
Crocks & jugs, 4qt Butter churn, Old wood phone, Cast iron figurines & misc,
Silver spoons, Lamps, Hummels, Mirror w/ gold ornate frame, Collector
dishware & plates, Currier & Ives 12-pl. Dishware setting, 3-cush. Sofa &
matching love seat, (2) La-Z Boy rocker/recliners, 6-dwr Dresser, 4 pc. Queen
size suite (complete), Quilt rack, Maytag W&D, New Home sewing machine,
Matching lamps, Metal util cabinet, Golf clubs, Lawn decorations, Several alike
items not mentioned!

TERMS ON REAL ESTATE:  CASH WITH 10% NON-REFUNDABLE
DEPOSIT DAY OF AUCTION.  BALANCE DUE AT CLOSING.  SALE
NOT SUBJECT TO BUYER OBTAINING FINANCING.  ARRANGE

FINANCING IF NEEDED PRIOR TO AUCTION.  
FINAL SALE SUBJECT TO OWNER CONFIRMATION.

TERMS ON PERSONAL PROPERTY:  
CASH – GOOD CHECK – CREDIT CARD
OWNER: Dave & Sue Schrock

Statements made sale day take precedence over written ad
SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING 

AND REAL ESTATE 
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Pete D. Shawver           Zane Shawver

Lic# AU19700040         Lic# AU10500168
260-726-5587                260-729-2229

More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com 
& www.auctionsoft.com

CR 6-12,19-2021

PUBLIC AUCTION
LOCATED:  824 West High St, Portland, IN

Monday, June 28th, 2021
5:00 P.M. 

REAL ESTATE
A four bedroom, one bath, two-story home

containing 1,652 sq ft, a two-car attached garage,
and a wrap-around front porch.  The home is in
need of updates but is a good opportunity to
purchase an in-town residence or investment

property located on a nice corner lot.
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, June 13th, 1 TO 3 PM.

OR FOR PRIVATE SHOWING PHONE
AUCTIONEERS. 

TERMS ON REAL ESTATE:  CASH WITH 10%
NON-REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT DAY OF

AUCTION.  BALANCE DUE AT CLOSING.
SALE NOT SUBJECT TO BUYER OBTAINING

FINANCING.  ARRANGE FINANCING IF
NEEDED PRIOR TO AUCTION.
OWNER: Crystal L. Lee

STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY TAKE
PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD

SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING 
AND REAL ESTATE 

AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS

Pete D. Shawver           Zane Shawver
Lic# AU19700040         Lic# AU10500168
260-726-5587                260-729-2229

More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com 
& www.auctionsoft.com

CR 6-12,19-2021

Public Notice
TO THE OWNERS OF THE

WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL
ESTATE AND ALL 

INTERESTED PARTIES
SHERIFF'S SALE NOTICE

By virtue of a certified copy
of a decree to me directed
from the Clerk of Jay Circuit
Court of Jay County, Indiana,
in Cause No. 38C01-1911-MF-
000036 wherein Caliber
Home Loans, Inc. was Plain-
tiff, and Marlene M. Murphy,
AKA Marlene Murphy was
the Defendant, requiring me
to make the sum as provided
for in said Decree with inter-
est and cost, I will expose at
public sale to the highest bid-
der on July 8, 2021, at the
hour.of 10:00 AM, or as soon
thereafter as is possible
County Courthouse at 120 N
Court Street, Portland, IN
47371 the fee simple of the
whole body of Real Estate in
Jay County, Indiana.

Part of the Southeast Quar-
ter of Section 26, Township
22 North, Range 12 East in
Richland Township, Jay
County, State of Indiana,
more particularly de-
scribed as follows:
Commencing at the North-
east corner of the South-
east Quarter of Section 26,
Township 22 North, Range
12 East; thence South Four
hundred forty-one and five
tenths (441.5) feet on the
center line of State High-
way # 1 to the point of be-
ginning; thence South One
hundred five (105) feet on
the center line of said
State Highway # 1 to a
point; thence West One
hundred seventy (170) feet
to a stake; thence North
One hundred five (105) feet
to a stake; thence East One
hundred seventy (170) feet
to the point of beginning.
Containing 0.4097 acres
more or less.

Commonly known address:
7602 South State Road 1, Red-
key, IN 47373
Together with rents, issues,
income and profits thereof,
said sale will be made with-
out relief from valuation or
appraisement laws.
Dwane Ford, Sheriff of Jay

County
Nicholas M. Smith

Manley Deas Kochalski LLC
P.O. Box 165028

Columbus OH 43216-5028
Telephone: 614-222-4921

Attorney for Plaintiff
CR 9,16,23-2021HSPAXLP
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Local schedule
Today

Fort Recovery Eels at Darke Coun-
ty Invitational – 9 a.m.

Fort Wayne TinCaps at Dayton
Dragons  – 7:05 p.m.

Sunday
Fort Wayne TinCaps at Dayton

Dragons  – 2:05 p.m.

Monday
Jay County Summer Swim at Union

City – 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County Summer Swim vs.

Wells Community – 6 p.m.
Fort Recovery Eels at St. Henry –

6:30 p.m.
Fort Wayne TinCaps at South Bend

Cubs  – 7:05 p.m.

Wednesday
Fort Wayne TinCaps at South Bend

Cubs  – 7:05 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

5:55 a.m. — Formula 1 Auto Rac-
ing: French Grand Prix practice
(ESPN2)

8:30 a.m. — Soccer: UEFA Euro
2020 – Hungary vs. France (ESPN)

9 a.m. — Horse Racing: Royal
Ascot (NBC)

11 a.m. – Golf: U.S. Open – Third
round (NBC)

11:30 a.m. — Soccer: UEFA Euro
2020 - Portugal vs. Germany (ESPN)

2 p.m. — NCAA Softball Tourna-
ment: Florida State vs. Oklahoma
(ESPNU)

2 p.m. — WNBA Basketball:
Chicago Sky vs. Connecticut Sun
(CBS)

1 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
Oakland Athletics vs. New York Yan-
kees (ESPN)

2:30 p.m. — Soccer: UEFA Euro
2020 – Spain vs. Poland (ABC)

4 p.m. — National Women’s Soc-
cer League: North Carolina Courage
vs. Seattle Reign (CBS)

6 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
New York Mets at Washington Nation-
als (ESPN)

7 p.m. — Mixed Martial Arts: UFC
Fight Night (ESPN2)

8 p.m. — Auto racing: Camping
World SRX Series (CBS)

8 p.m. — NHL Hockey: New York
Islanders vs. Tampa Bay Lightning
(USA)

10 p.m. — Boxing: Naoya Inoue
vs. Michael Dasmarinas (ESPN)

Sunday
7:30 a.m. — Auto racing: formula

One Grand Prix (ESPN)
11:30 a.m. — Soccer: UEFA Euro

2020 – Italy vs. Wales (ESPN2);
Switzerland vs. Turkey (ESPN)

Noon — Golf: U.S. Open - Final
round (NBC)

1 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
Oakland Athletics vs. New York Yan-
kees (TBS)

2 p.m. — Major League Soccer:
Atlanta United vs. Philadelphia Union
(ESPN)

2 p.m. — LPGA Tour Golf: Meijer
LPGA Classic - Final round (CBS)

3:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Los
Angeles Clippers at Utah Jazz (ABC)

3:30 p.m. — NASCAR Racing:
Monster Energy Cup Series at
Nashville Superspeedway (NBCSN)

4 p.m. — United Soccer League:
Sporting Kansas City vs. Indy Eleven
(CBS)

4 p.m. — WNBA Basketball: Los
Angeles Sparks vs. New York Liberty
(ESPN)

5 p.m. — Soccer: Copa America –
Venezuela vs. Ecuador (FOX)

7 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
St. Louis Cardinals vs. Atlanta
Braves (ESPN,ESPN2)

8 p.m. — Soccer: Copa America –
Colombia vs. Peru (FS1)

Monday
11:30 a.m. — Soccer: UEFA Euro

202 – Macedonia vs. Netherlands
(ESPN)

2 p.m. — NCAA Baseball: College
World Series (ESPNU)

2:30 p.m. — Soccer: UEFA Euro
2020 – Finland vs. Belgium (ESPN2);
Russia vs. Denmark (ESPN)

5 p.m. — Soccer: Copa America –
Uruguay vs. Chile (FS1)

5 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
Atlanta Brave vs. New York Mets
(ESPN)

8 p.m. — Soccer: Copa America –
Argentina vs. Paraguay (FS1)

8:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Con-
ference Finals (TNT)

10 p.m. — Major League Base-
ball: Los Angeles Dodgers vs. San
Diego Padres (ESPN)

Tuesday
2:30 p.m. — Soccer: UEFA Euro

2020 – Czech Republic vs. England
(ESPN)

3 p.m. — Soccer: UEFA Euro
2020 – Croatia vs. Scotland (ESPN2)

9 p.m. — NBA Playoffs (ESPN)

Wednesday
11:30 a.m. — Soccer: UEFA Euro

2020 – Slovakia vs. Spain (ESPN)
Noon — Soccer: UEFA Euro 2020 –

Sweden vs. Poland (ESPN2)
2:30 p.m. — Soccer: UEFA Euro

2020 – Germany vs. Hungary (ESPN2)
5 p.m. — Soccer: Copa America –

Ecuador vs. Peru (FS1)
8 p.m. — Soccer: Copa America –

Brazil vs. Colombia (FS1)
8:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Confer-

ence Finals (TNT)
10 p.m. — Major League Baseball:

Los Angeles Dodgers vs. San Diego
Padres (ESPN)

Local notes
Outing is July 23

The Jay County Chamber Classic
Golf Outing will be July 23 at Portland
Golf Club.

Cost is $250 per four-person team,
and they must be members of the Jay
County Chamber of Commerce. Lunch
will be provided.

Registration begins at 9 a.m. with a
10 a.m. shotgun start.

Deadline to register is July 12, and
sponsorship opportunities are avail-
able.

For more information, call the cham-
ber office at (260) 726-4481.

Photos available for purchase
Did you see yourself or a family

member in the newspaper? Want to
cherish that memory forever?

All photographs — and many more
unpublished pictures that can be
viewed at TheCr.com — are available
for purchase from The Commercial
Review.

Prints cost $4 for 3x5 or 5x7, and
an 8x10 is $7. Digital copies are $5
each, and prices do not include sales
tax.

To place an order, call the office at
(260) 726-8141 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday through Friday to place your
order today.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Being back at home
proved helpful for the
Rockets.

With a pair of  home
runs in the mix, the Port-
land Rockets cruised to a
10-4 victory Thursday
night over the visiting
Muncie Chiefs. The win
put a halt to a three-game
skid.

Zach Tanner and Pete
Smith each hit home runs
for Portland, which had
closed last weekend with
three consecutive defeats

including a doubleheader
Sunday in Fort Wayne.
Smith had three hits in all
as nine Rockets teamed
up on the 12-hit effort.

The result was never in
doubt, as Portland scored
once in the second inning
and three times in the
third to kick off  their big
offensive night.

Jared Holley tossed
three solid innings to
help the Rockets (4-10) to
the win. He also had two
hits.

Rockets roll
in return home

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

To the plate
Madison Reier tosses a pitch for Masonic Lodge on

Thursday night during the team’s 8-6 loss to All Circuit Electrical in
Portland Junior League Major softball at Weiler-Wilson Park.

By CHARLES ODUM
AP Sports Writer

ATLANTA — Seth
Curry hit six 3-pointers
and scored 24 points and
the top-seeded Philadel-
phia 76ers avoided elimi-
nation in the Eastern Con-
ference semifinal series by
beating the Atlanta Hawks
104-99 in Game 6 on Friday
night.

The 76ers overcame
Trae Young's 34-point
effort to force Game 7 on
Sunday night in Philadel-
phia.

Tobias Harris also had
24 points, making four free
throws in the final 13 sec-
onds to protect the lead.
Joel Embiid added 22
points and 13 rebounds.

Young's long 3, just
before the shot clock
expired, cut Philadelphia's
lead to 94-93. Embiid
answered with a basket.
Free throws by Embiid
and Tyrese Maxey, who
scored 16 points off  the
bench, pushed the advan-
tage to 98-93.

Danilo Gallinari's jam
with 20 seconds remaining
cut the lead to three
points. 

After rallying from
deficits of  18 and 26 points
in their last two wins, the
Hawks finally started
strong. Atlanta led by 12
points in the first period,
and never trailed in the
first half.

Atlanta led 51-47 at half-
time. The 76ers opened the
second half  with a flurry
of  four 3s, including three
by Curry, for a 12-0 run to
open the second half  that
gave Philadelphia a 59-51
lead. The 76ers led by 11 at
68-57, following a jumper
by Embiid.

Atlanta cut the lead to
80-76 entering the final
period.

With Atlanta leading 92-
84 with 4:03 remaining,
Embiid was called for an
offensive foul when guard-
ed by John Collins. Embiid
fell on top of  Collins on the
court and Collins then
shoved the 76ers center
before both rose to their
feet. Embiid had his arms
stretched out wide with
Collins' hands around his
neck as both walked off
the court under the basket.

Officials reviewed the
altercation and called
technical fouls on each
player with no free throws
rewarded.

Curry
keeps
76ers
alive

Continued from page 10
Last week, the CFP

unveiled a plan to expand
from four to 12 teams. Six
spots would be reserved for
the highest-ranked confer-
ence champions, but no
league would automatically
qualify. The other six teams
would be chosen at-large
from the selection commit-
tee’s rankings. The plan
calls for first-round games
on campuses and quarterfi-
nal and semifinal games
played in bowls.

The detailed proposal
was developed over two
years by four members of
the CFP management com-
mittee: Bowlsby, Southeast-
ern Conference Commis-
sioner Greg Sankey, Notre
Dame athletic director Jack
Swarbrick and Mountain
West Commissioner Craig
Thompson.

“You can imagine how
many pages of  notes I have
on two years of  work. And
that’s what we’re trying to
bring everybody else up to
speed with,” Bowlsby said.

This week’s meeting was
the first chance for the

entire 11-person manage-
ment committee to discuss
the proposal in person.
The other members
include the commission-
ers of  the Big Ten, Pac-12,
Atlantic Coast Conference,
American Athletic Confer-
ence, Conference USA,
Sun Belt and Mid-Ameri-
can Conference.

“Four of  us were at one
place. Now I think we have
11 of  us at that place,”
Bowlsby said. “Now, we
move to talk to the presi-
dents and see if  we can get
them at that place.”

Incoming Pac-12 Com-
missioner George Kli-
avkoff, whose represents
the only Power Five con-
ference to publicly support
playoff  expansion, left his
first CFP meeting encour-
aged.

“The good news is every-
one who’s on this confer-
ence committee supports
expansion. So we’re
aligned on that,” said Kli-
avkoff, who attended the
meeting along with outgo-
ing Pac-12 Commissioner
Larry Scott.

Playoff ...

Continued from page 10
Without team owners

like the Wood Brothers,
Richard Petty, Rick Hen-
drick, Chip Ganassi, Joe
Gibbs and Barney Visser,
for whom we all have the
highest respect, the char-
ter system would not be the
valuable and sustainable
business model it has
evolved into.”

Spire said it would con-
tinue to field the No. 7 next
season with Corey LaJoie
as a chartered entry. 

“We remain committed
to NASCAR and the Cup
Series and we will contin-
ue to look for opportunities
to grow and compete in the
future,” Spire said. 

Haley has driven Cup
races for Spire and gave
the team its only victory in
a rain-shortened July race
at Daytona in 2019. But he’s

full-time Xfinity for Kaulig
and the team’s longest-run-
ning full-time driver. 

Allmendinger was lured
out of  semi-retirement by
Kaulig and team president
Chris Rice, who persuaded
Allmendinger to help them
grow the organization that
first entered NASCAR in
2014 when Matt Kaulig put
his company, LeafFilter
Gutter Protection, on a
Cup car as the primary
partner.

Kaulig had his own team
by 2016 and has been push-
ing toward a move to Cup
since. 

Haley and Allmendinger
each joined the team in
2019. Allmendinger has
five wins, 16 top fives and
19 top-10 finishes and won
at Kaulig’s home track of
Mid-Ohio Sports Car
Course earlier this month.

Kaulig ...



33nd Annual
Maria Stein
Country Fest

Totally free entertainment beginning with the featured
performances of Aquatic Acrobatic Show. Also back by
popular demand is the nationally known Country Fest
Tractor Square Dancers. Additional features include
Antique and Stock tractor pulls, Cruise-In Car Show,
Bingo, Go Kart Races and the Amazing Giants.
Competitions in Mini-Indy car, Diaper Derby, Punt-Pass-
Kick, Quarterback Challenge and a 5K Run/Walk.
Tournaments include Volleyball, Dodgeball, Corn Hole
and 3 on 3 Basketball. The festival plays music for all ages
throughout the weekend, and has plenty of food to satisfy
everyone’s palate, plus a petting zoo, games, rides, and fun
for all.

Admission, Parking & Entertainment
(no pets or golf carts)

The Maria Stein Country Fest
is located on the grounds of the
Shrine of the Holy Relics in
Maria Stein, Ohio. It's located
in Mercer County, Ohio on St.
Johns Road between State
Routes 119 and 274.

For more Information about the
Maria Stein Country Fest 
Website: mscountryfest.com

Handicap accessible
(including restrooms)

VOLLEYBALL
TOURNAMENT

BBM
Saturday, 8pm - 12am

TRACTOR SQUARE
DANCING
Friday 10:30

Saturday 2:30 & 10:00
Sunday 3:30 & 10:00

(PD)

June 25,26,27, 2021June 25,26,27, 2021
mscountryfest.commscountryfest.com

AAqquuaattiicc
AAccrroobbaattiicc
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FESTIVAL OPENING
Fri: 5:00pm • Sat: 8:00am • Sun: 8:00am
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Sports
Saturday, June 19, 2021

76ers stay alive
with win in Atlanta,
see story page 9

Summer swimmers
host Wells on Tuesday,

see Sports on tap

By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

NASHVILLE, Tenn. —
Kaulig Racing has pur-
chased two charters from
Spire Motorsports and will
move to NASCAR’s Cup
Series next year with a full-
time ride for Justin Haley
and select races for AJ All-
mendinger. 

Team owner Matt Kaulig
had been eyeing a move up
to Cup and made it official
Friday while announcing
multi-year contract exten-
sions with both drivers.
Haley will run a full Cup
schedule while All-
mendinger will run select
races and also compete in
the Xfinity Series.

“Not only are we plan-
ning on making a splash in
the NASCAR Cup Series,
we plan on continuing to
trophy hunt in the Xfinity
Series,” Kaulig said. “AJ
has been a phenomenal
addition to this Kaulig Rac-
ing family and we are glad
to have him back with us
moving forward.”

Spire confirmed after the
Kaulig announcement it is
selling two of  its three char-
ters to Kaulig. 

“Matt Kaulig will bring
new ownership and new
enthusiasm to the
NASCAR Cup Series
garage,” Spire said in a
statement. “NASCAR has
created a valuable charter
model and we’re grateful to
the sanctioning body and
all the owners who have
come before us.

See Kaulig page 9

Kaulig
to join
Cup
Series

By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Football Writer

ROSEMONT, Ill. — College
Football Playoff  expansion took
another step forward Friday as
the full group of  commissioners
who manage the postseason sys-
tem wrapped up two days of  dig-
ging into a plan for a 12-team for-
mat that would revamp the
national championship.

The first debate about what
the final version of  a new play-
off will look like has emerged:

The Pac-12 is pushing for each
Power Five conference to
receive an automatic berth.

Expect at lot more negotiating
to come.

“This is the beginning of  a
long, ongoing process,” Big 12
Commissioner Bob Bowlsby
said as he departed Big Ten
headquarters in suburban
Chicago. “It’s going to be
months before we come to any
closure on any of  this.”

There is no announced time-

line and the earliest expansion
would be possible is 2023 if  there
are no big snags. Change could
be as far out as the 2026 season
after the current media rights
contract with ESPN expires.
The proposal put forth by a sub-
committee that included Bowls-
by does not address when a new
format could be implemented.

“The working group inten-
tionally did not get into it. They
wanted to put a proposal in front
of  the management committee

that the committee could consid-
er without having the shackles
of  trying to figure out when to
implement it,” CFP Executive
Director Bill Hancock said. “The
group this week didn’t get into
implementation time in a signif-
icant way. That will come later.”

“The first step is determining
whether this new format is fea-
sible or something the people on
campus want to do,” Hancock
said.

See Playoff page 9

Playoff expansion moves forward

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Byrum breaststroke
Brooklynn Byrum moves through the water on the breaststroke leg of the 11-12-year-old girls medley relay

Thursday for the Jay County Summer Swim Team during its victory over Blackford.


