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David Secrest, 44, rural
Pennville

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high
temperature of  82 degrees
Monday. The low was 72.

There is a 50% chance of
showers and thunderstorms
tonight with a low of  71.
More rain and storms are
expected Wednesday with a
high of  83.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Portland Plan Commission
will meet at 5:30 p.m. Thurs-
day in the auditorium at Jay
County Courthouse. The agen-
da includes U.S. Aggregates’
request to rezone property for
its proposed expansion.

Wednesday — Results
from tonight’s Portland Rock-
ets game against the Jackers.

Friday — Coverage of
Thursday’s Portland Plan
Commission meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Benter crowned
Julia McClung, 2020 Jay County Fair Queen, adjusts Abby Benter’s crown after she was selected as this year’s

winner of the Miss Jay County Fair Queen Pageant on Sunday evening at Jay County High School. (Maria Dirksen, the second
runner-up, is in the foreground.) In her speech, Benter addressed the community and its response to the death of 15-year-
old Jake Muhlenkamp following an accident in the fall. Benter is sponsored by Fort Recovery’s Sunshine Boutique, which is
owned by Jake’s mom, Krista Muhlenkamp. For another photo, see page 2.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

New security cameras
will soon be installed at
the sheriff ’s office and jail.

Core Facilities Inc. pres-
ident Matthew Stechly pre-
sented revised quotes for
the new equipment Mon-
day to Jay County Com-
missioners. The quotes for
the equipment — specs
were revised in an effort to
help bring down costs —
came in between  $16,200
and $113,100 less than the
lowest bids received last
month.

Stechly, who started con-
tracting as a consultant for
the county in March,
brought three bids for the
project to commissioners
in May. Totals for camera
installation, door controls,
intercoms and fob access
were $403,765 for Stanley
Security of  Fishers,
$521,307 for Videotec Cor-
poration of  Highland
(with software from Secu-
rity Automation Systems
of  Indianapolis) and
$635,600 or $576,600 for
Tech Solutions of  Fort
Wayne, depending on the
frames per second. 

At that time, all three
companies bid for six
months of  video storage at
15 frames per second.

“These companies are
super niche, we discussed
this, it’s not like mechani-
cal (work) when you have
10 guys to choose from,”
Stechly explained.

He returned to the two
lowest bidders, Videotec
Corporation and Stanley
Security, for revisions to
the camera capabilities.
These revisions included
reducing camera storage
from 15 frames per second
to 10 frames per second
and gave the option of  90-
or 180-day video storage.

See Cameras page 5

By ROSE SKELLY
The Commercial Review

DUNKIRK — The city will take
part in two grant applications
funded by federal coronavirus
relief  money this summer.

At its meeting Monday,
Dunkirk City Council agreed to
join a seven-county regional
application for economic devel-
opment funds and gave its OK for
Mayor Jack Robbins to apply for
utility infrastructure funding.

Travis Richards, executive
director of  Jay County Develop-
ment Corporation, told council
members about the Regional
Economic Accelerator Develop-
ment Initiative, a $500 million
grant program that will fund up
to $50 million each for projects to
regions around the state. The
program requires four local dol-
lars for each state dollar, with
three of  those dollars coming
from private sources.

“It’s not as lucrative as some
of  the other grant opportunities,
but when you’re talking the tune
of  $50 million for a region it can
still translate into a lot of
money,” Richards said. “The
purpose of  the program is to

really help create private invest-
ment to bring talent into the
region and to drive economic
growth.”

Jay County has agreed to join
Grant, Blackford, Randolph,
Wayne, Henry and Delaware
counties in applying for the
money as a region. Jay County
Commissioners this month
approved using $30,000 in eco-
nomic development income tax
funds to pay for Jay County’s
portion of  the planning and
administration costs for the
grant application.

Richards told council that the
program could help the city with
renovations to Dunkirk Public
Library or repurposing the West-
lawn Elementary School build-
ing. The region at large will like-

ly be interested in housing, early
childhood education and work-
force development, he added.

“It can be pretty much any-
thing that fits in there that’s
going to help drive population
growth, talent attraction and
economic development,”
Richards said.

Council approved a resolution
agreeing to take part in the grant
application. (The document does
not include any financial com-
mitments.) The region’s plan is
due Aug. 31, with the state to
decide how it will allocate the
money by the end of  the year.

Council also approved Rob-
bins’ request to fill out a State
Water Infrastructure Fund grant
application.

See Grants page 2

Dunkirk to seek grants

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Remaining costs for the
Pennville library expan-
sion will be covered by the
county.

Jay County Council
OK’d contributing $93,500
Monday toward the
library construction using
economic development
funds from wind farm
projects. (Council previ-
ously agreed  June 10 to a
$50,000 request.) The deci-
sion came after Jay Coun-
ty Commissioners’ choice
June 14 to up its contribu-
tions by the remaining
$58,400 needed to afford

construction of  the expan-
sion in its original design.

Bids for expanding the
structure at 195 N. Union
St. in Pennville were esti-
mated at about $350,000
last year. In April, the low-
est bid came in at more
than $443,000 from Muh-

lenkamp Building Corpo-
ration. (Jay County Devel-
opment Corporation exec-
utive director Travis
Richards previously
explained the rise in price
resulted from increased
material costs.)

Construction plans orig-

inally included expanding
it by about 1,700 square
feet from its current 1,000
square feet with a new
structure to the south with
a breezeway/entrance as a
connector, two new bath-
rooms and a parking lot.
(The project is mainly

being funded by the
$333,000 awarded to the
Jay! Region for being a
finalist in the 2019 Stellar
Communities process.
Commissioners also pro-
vided a 10% match.)

After receiving the bids,
which came in more than
$90,000 over the budget,
JCDC and Pennville resi-
dents made cuts to the
project, deciding to switch
from brick to vinyl siding,
downgrade window and
door materials and remove
the parking lot addition in
an effort to bring costs
down.

See Library page 5

Council OKs $ for Pennville library

City will take part in READI,
apply for infrastructure funds

Bloomberg/Chona Kasinger

Heat wave
A couple paddle boards on Green Lake

during a heat wave Sunday in Seattle. The brutally hot
weather in the U.S. Northwest saw a high of 104
Sunday in Seattle. In Oregon, Portland’s high hit a
record of 112 Sunday.

Commissioners
approved
quote for

new equipment

Sheriff’s
office,
jail to
get new
cameras

Expansion project will move
forward as originally planned



Hard brake
Damage is estimated at

more than $100,000 after a
Portland man stopped his
vehicle abruptly, causing a
semi to collide with it on
Hendricks Street (U.S. 27)
in Bryant about 12:40 a.m.
Saturday.

Stephen P. Ping, 43, was
driving a 2009 Chevrolet
Express north on the high-
way near Francis Street.
Todd A. McCulloch, 46,
Redkey, was driving a 2014

International truck
behind the Express when
Ping slammed on his
breaks, according to a Jay
County Sheriff ’s Office
report. The semi struck
the rear of  the Express,
which spun into the park-
ing lot of  Jinny’s Cafe at
305 N. Hendricks St. 

The Express struck two
parked vehicles –– a 2005

Chevrolet C/K 2500 regis-
tered to Ricky G. Stultz of
Ohio City, Ohio, and a 1995
Dodge Ram Pickup regis-
tered to Melissa S. Linter-
moot of  Venedocia, Ohio –
– and came to a stop in the
lot beside the highway.

The vehicle Ping was
driving is registered to
Miller Construction and
Fence of  Converse, and the

semi McCulloch was driv-
ing is registered to Flat
Rock Transport LLC of
Straughn. Both vehicles
were towed.
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DUNKIRK PUBLIC LIBRARY
The Dunkirk Public Library 

has an opening for 
LIBRARIAN/DIRECTOR.
This is a full-time position consisting 
of handling all functions of the library.  
If interested, please send resumes to: 

rondfuller@gmail.com 
by July 30, 2021

E.O.E
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Queen and her court
The Miss Jay County Fair Queen Pageant was held Sunday at Jay County High

School. Joining queen Abby Benter on this year’s court are second runner-up Maria Dirksen
(left) and first runner-up and Miss Congeniality Devan Bennett. This year’s Jay County Fair
runs from July 10 through July 17. 

David S. Secrest, 44, rural
Bryant, July 4, 1976-June 26,
2021 Services will be at 2
p.m. Wednesday at Walker &
Glancy Funeral Home, 109 W.
Windsor St., Montpelier.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  serv-
ices.

There is a charge for obit-
uaries, which are accepted
only from funeral homes or
mortuary services.

SERVICES
Wednesday

Secrest, David: 2 p.m., Walk-
er & Glancy Funeral Home, 109
W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

Court contempt
Two Indiana residents were

arrested Friday for contempt of
court.

Adriane J. Culy, 28, 909 W. Indi-
ana 32, Winchester, has an original
Class A felony charge for dealing a
schedule II substance. She was
released from Jay County Jail on
$10,000 bond.

Quentin A. Hinshaw, 29, 2277 N.
500 West, Pennville, has an original
Level 5 felony charge for posses-
sion of  methamphetamine, a Level
6 felony charge for maintaining a
common nuisance and a Class C
misdemeanor for possession of
paraphernalia. He is being held
without bond in Jay County Jail.

Drug possession
Two local residents were arrest-

ed Monday for drug possession.
Anthony M. Fisher, 26, 224 W.

Central Ave., Redkey, was prelimi-
narily charged two Level 6 felonies
for two counts of  possession of
cocaine, methamphetamine or nar-
cotic drugs, along with a Level 6

felony for unlawful possession of  a
syringe, a Class A misdemeanor
for possession of  paraphernalia,
and a Class B misdemeanor for
maintaining a common nuisance.
He’s being held in Jay County Jail
on $15,000 bond.

Cierra M. Rockwood, 25, 1007 S.
Blaine Pike, Portland, was prelimi-
narily charged three Level 6
felonies for two counts of  posses-
sion of  cocaine, methamphetamine
or narcotic drugs and one count of
unlawful possession of  a syringe.
She was also preliminarily
charged a Class A misdemeanor
for possession of  paraphernalia
and a Class B misdemeanor for
maintaining a common nuisance.
Rockwood is being held in Jay
County Jail on $15,000 bond.

Neglecting dependent
A Dunkirk man was arrested

Sunday for neglect of  a dependent.
Kyle L. Hartzell, 32, 220 W. Center

St., was preliminarily charged a
Level 5 felony, along with a Level 6
felony for battery in the presence
of  a minor and a Class B misde-

meanor for failing to stop after an
accident.

Hartzell is being held in Jay
County Jail on $14,000 bond.

Probation violation
A Montpelier man was arrested

Monday for violating his proba-
tion.

Timothy S. Southerland, 42, 608
W. Henderson St., has an original
Level 6 felony charge for operating
a vehicle while intoxicated. He’s
being held in Jay County Jail on
$500 bond.

Dependent non-support
A Muncie man was arrested Sat-

urday for not supporting a depend-
ent.

Jerry D. Davis, 38, 2804 S. Hack-
ley St., was preliminarily charged a
Level 6 felony. He was also prelimi-
narily charged a Level 6 felony for
maintaining a common nuisance
and two Class B misdemeanors for
theft and public intoxication. 

Davis is being held in Jay County
Jail on $500 bond.

Obituaries

Felony arrests

Continued from page 1
The program has $100 million

designated for funding waste-
water, water and stormwater proj-
ects throughout the state, up to $5
million per project. According to
engineering firm Beam, Longest
and Neff ’s five-year plan for the
city, Dunkirk’s utility projects are
estimated to cost $810,000.

Also on Monday, council
approved the final schedule of
events for the Independence Day
celebration on July 3. The parade
throughout the city will start at
noon, with Tim McCaffery as
grand marshal. Line-up will begin
at 11 a.m. There will be a flag-rais-
ing ceremony at 1 p.m. at Dunkirk

City Park, with the car show and
games beginning at 2 p.m.

Lutheran Air will land its med-
ical helicopter at 3 p.m., and there
will be bingo from 4 to 6 p.m. at
West Jay Community Center.
John Beatrice Band will play from
7 to 9 p.m., and fireworks are slat-
ed to start around 10 p.m.

Throughout the day, there will
be several food vendors and craft
booths, along with games for kids
and adults, and a 50-50 drawing.

In other business, council mem-
bers Jesse Bivens, Tom Johnson,
Bryan Jessup, Christy Curts and
Kevin Hamilton:

•Updated three ordinances,
including designating a $750 year-

ly line item for travel expenses for
the pension secretary, amending
the trash pickup fee to reflect the
actual monthly cost of  $11.41 per
month, changing the dishonored
check fee from $10 to $27.50 and
clarifying that department heads
may approve purchases up to $500
and that council members over-
seeing departments may approve
purchases of  up to $1,000.

•Paid claims of  $244,917.19.  
•At Dunkirk Board of  Works

and Public Safety’s meeting,
members Dan Watson, Bivens and
Robbins approved purchasing a
61-inch Ferris commercial mower
from K & L Tractor Sales for
$10,900 for the wastewater depart-

ment. They also decided to budget
for a dump truck for the sewage
department in 2022 and approved
a series of  claims: $5,327 to Culy
Contracting for work in the alley
behind city hall, $5,234.40 to Safe-
ty Systems for lights and stickers
for the new police vehicle, $1,043
to A1 Graphics for 26 banners,
$3,992.54 to Vore’s Welding and
Steel Inc. for repairs to Dunkirk
City Pool’s diving board, $605.20 to
Gary James to install air condi-
tioning at the pool, $570 to Barnes
Sewer for portable toilets for the
Independence Day celebration,
$122 to Menards for supplies and
$18 to Hoosier Microbiological
Laboratory.

Grants ...

Capsule Reports

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Plan Commission, audi-
torium, courthouse, 120
N. Court St., Portland.

Tuesday, July 6
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Portland
Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Pennville
Town Council, town
hall, 105 N. Washington
St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................6.53
July corn..................6.56
Wheat ......................6.36

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................7.01
June corn ................7.01
Aug. corn ................6.26

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................6.50
July corn..................6.50
Beans ......................14.14
July beans ..............14.14

Wheat ...................... 6.51
July wheat .............. 6.51

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................7.14
July corn..................7.12
Beans ......................14.12
Nov. beans ..............12.85
Wheat ...................... 6.42

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.72
July corn..................6.72
Beans ......................13.85
July beans ..............13.85
Wheat ......................6.14
July wheat................6.14

Lotteries

On June 29, 1927, the
first trans-Pacific air-
plane flight was complet-
ed as U.S. Army Air
Corps Lt. Lester J. Mait-
land and Lt. Albert F.
Hegenberger arrived at
Wheeler Field in Hawaii
aboard the Bird of  Para-
dise, an Atlantic-Fokker
C-2, after flying 2,400
miles from Oakland, Cal-
ifornia, in 25 hours, 50
minutes.

In 1520, Montezuma
II, the ninth and last
emperor of  the Aztecs,
died in Tenochtitlan
under unclear circum-
stances (some say he was
killed by his own sub-
jects; others, by the Span-
ish).

In 1767, Britain
approved the Townshend
Revenue Act, which
imposed import duties
on glass, paint, oil, lead,
paper and tea shipped to
the American colonies.
(Colonists bitterly
protested, prompting
Parliament to repeal the
duties — except for tea.)

In 1967, Jerusalem
was re-unified as Israel
removed barricades sep-
arating the Old City from
the Israeli sector.

In 1971, Jay County
Hospital Board approved
a cumulative building
fund, proposing a 25-cent
tax levy per $100 of
assessed valuation.

—AP and The CR

CR almanac
Wednesday

6/30
Thursday

7/1
Friday
7/2

Saturday
7/3

Sunday
7/4

83/69 79/62 76/59 76/61 79/64
Another

potentially
stormy day.
There is a
60% chance
of rain and
thunder-
storms.

Independ-
ence day will
be mostly
sunny with
highs in the
upper 70s.

There is a
30% chance
of showers in
the afternoon
and evening
under mostly
sunny skies.

Rain is like-
ly with a thun-
derstorm pos-
sible. Other-
wise, skies
will be partly
sunny with a
high of 81.

Mostly
sunny skies
with highs in
the upper
70s.

Powerball
Saturday
8-31-39-43-60
Powerball: 17
Power Play: 3
Estimated jackpot: $88

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $61

million 

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 8-5-5
Daily Four: 3-3-6-9
Evening
Daily Three: 9-4-1
Daily Four: 2-6-4-9
Quick Draw: 10-11-13-

17-18-20-21-23-28-30-51-52-
59-61-63-67-68-69-70-80

Cash 5: 17-19-20-32-35
Estimated jackpot:

$273,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 9-4-9
Pick 4: 9-4-4-1
Pick 5: 7-1-4-3-4
Evening
Pick 3: 0-6-7
Pick 4: 5-0-1-5
Pick 5: 8-9-0-3-9    
Rolling Cash 5: 5-17-18-

25-38
Estimated jackpot:

$205,000
Classic Lotto: 2-11-14-

19-38-44
Kicker: 9-5-1-2-7-2
Jackpot: $10.3 million



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
THE LANDING — A 12-

step program for those in
sixth through 12th grade
will meet at 5:55 p.m. each
Tuesday at 2nd Chance at
Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
703-0777 or (260) 726-5273.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-

ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
each Tuesday at Church of
God of  Prophecy, 797 N.
Creagor Ave. in Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 766-9334.

JAY COUNTY CANCER
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in
conference room C at Indi-
ana University Health Jay
Hospital. Open discussion
for cancer patients, sur-
vivors, family members or
anyone interested in help-
ing with the group. For
more information, contact

Linda Metzger at (260) 726-
1844.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. 

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday at Harmo-
ny Cafe, 121 N. Meridian St. 

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call Pastor Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.

STRESS AND ANXIETY
CLASS — Meets each
Wednesday at 2nd Chance
at Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
726-9625 or (260) 703-0534.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Thursday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.
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DEAR ABBY: Against my bet-
ter judgment, I agreed to allow
my parents to pay for our upcom-
ing wedding. It was something
they pretty much insisted upon.
My fiance was upset because he
fears I’m in collusion with them
to make a big show of  it. 

For the last 10 months he has
been suggesting we nix the reli-
gious ceremony and get married
privately. I am hurt because while
I don’t want a big party, I have
always wanted a full ceremony
with my friends and family. I have
been trying to assuage his fears
because I know he will appreciate
the wedding on the day of, but he
feels neglected. How can we com-
promise so that neither of  us feels
resentful? — PARTY OF TWO 

DEAR PARTY: If  you and

your fiance haven’t had pre-
marital counseling — and it’s
apparent from your letter that
you haven’t — I urge you to get
some right away. The two of
you are encountering serious
issues that need to be resolved
BEFORE your wedding. That
he doesn’t trust you and feels
you might be conspiring with
your parents against him is a
huge red flag. 

When he says he wants to
“nix the religious ceremony,”
is he talking about the reli-
gious aspect of  it — or what he
perceives to be a circus sur-
rounding it? If  it’s the former,
it could affect the way you
raise your children. If  a com-
promise can be reached, coun-
seling will help you to deter-
mine what you may need to do
next. Please don’t wait. Start
now.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: For a long time, I

have been in love with a man who
is 15 years younger than I am. We
had a relationship for about a
year, which ended six years ago.
Since then, we have remained
friends and occasionally hooked
up a few times. The short rela-

tionship we had was close to per-
fect. He broke it off  with me
because he said he couldn’t give
me the relationship I really want-
ed and I would end up resenting
him or even hating him for it. 

Although I didn’t understand
that when he said it, I understand
now he was right. The problem is,
I cannot seem to get over him. I’ve
had two unsuccessful relation-
ships since. They weren’t the
same as it was with him. I don’t
know what to do. 

A few months ago, I cut off
everything with him, and we
haven’t talked in many months.
It’s not working! I’m still in love
with him and can’t get him out of
my head. I mentioned the age dif-
ference because I had a hard time
with it, but he didn’t. What else

can I do? I’m afraid to start any-
thing with someone new. —
HOPELESS IN NEW YORK

DEAR HOPELESS: What
you are describing is painful,
but it’s happening because you
haven’t accepted the reason
the two of  you broke up. He
said he couldn’t give you the
relationship you really want-
ed — whatever that was. You
are not in love with this man.
You are in love with the fanta-
sy of  the person you wanted
him to be. Once that fact is
firmly in place in your head,
you’ll be able to move forward,
although it may take help
from a licensed psychothera-
pist to accomplish it. Whatev-
er it takes, please do it, so you
can start living your life. 

Wedding plans reveal couple’s deep divide
Dear
Abby

By DIANA DOLECKI
Special to The Commercial Review

The Fourth of  July will be here
before you know it.

Even after all the years I’ve lived
here I am still surprised that local
people are allowed to have fire-
works. Granted, these aren’t the
ones that cover half  of  the sky
with twinkly lights and unexpect-
ed patterns. They are still danger-
ous.

The last few years people have
discovered Chinese lanterns.
These are rare enough to capture
our attention as they rise through
the night sky and eventually disap-
pear. One of  these years I intend to
buy a package of  them and have
the package delivered to my
daughter in time for Independence
Day. As usual, it is too late to do it
this year.

When I was a kid many, many
years ago, we would go to my
mom’s best friend’s house on the
holiday. They lived close enough to
the shopping center hosting the
show that we could see the
pyrotechnics from their backyard.
I remember one year it was a little
windy and sparks fell on their roof.
They used the garden hose to put
out the tiny flames.

After we moved to the farm we
went back to their house for a year
or two before giving it up forever.
We still visited each other but as

we got older, our parents got older
too. They were uneasy making the
hour-long drive from our house to
theirs after dark. 

For one or two years we were
allowed to play with sparklers. I
was scared to death of  them. Mer-
cifully the sparklers didn’t last
long. If  I wanted to play with some-
thing that made noise and sparks I
much preferred caps to sparklers.

Caps are made to be used in cap
guns. They came in a paper roll
that fit nicely into a cap gun. As
most of  you know, I am not a fan of
real guns but I did love cap guns.
Inevitably, there were a few caps
that didn’t go off. We would clear
off  a space on the concrete cover
for the well, grab what we consid-
ered to be a perfect rock and pound
the caps until they popped and let
off  a slight odor of  sulfur and a
tiny wisp of  smoke.

The caps looked like a series of
dots on a narrow coil of  paper. The
little grey bumps on the paper
were made with a combination of
phosphorus and a strong oxidizer,

such as potassium chlorate and/or
potassium perchlorate. Sulfur was
used to substitute for some or all
of  the phosphorus to slightly
decrease sensitivity and lower
costs; calcium carbonate may also
be present in small proportions.
Each company had their own ver-
sion of  this recipe.

Eventually the Fourth of  July
became just one more holiday that
we didn’t celebrate.  After I got
married and had a baby, we began
to return to watching the fire-
works. That first year when Beth
was still little, we parked in the
shopping center parking lot to
watch the display. If  I remember
right, she would retreat to the
inside of  the car when the noise
was too loud. 

Subsequent years were hit or
miss. Sometimes we watched the
fireworks and sometimes we did-
n’t. Lately, we have gone up to the
fairgrounds in town to see the
show. It is almost as much fun to
watch the people as it is to watch
the show.

On Independence Day, the coun-
try celebrates itself. We fly our
flags as a symbol of  the love we
have for our country. We shoot off
rockets and sing the national
anthem off  key. 

In our heart of  hearts, we long
for our country to be as great as we
tell ourselves we are. 

Continue to strive for greatness
As I

See It

Seventy-nine donors
gave blood June 22 dur-
ing the the Rachel (Oster-
holt) Theurer 6th Annual
Blood Drive at Jay Com-
munity Center in Port-
land.

Donors included
Thomas Clutter, Betsi
Skiver, Robert Coats,
Paula Barron, Teresa
Burgess, Jane Switzer,
Elizabeth Schoenlein,
Ernest Schoenlein,
Michael Eads, John Hart,
Amanda Wendel, Mar-
lene Runyon, Demara
Dennis, Franklin Nogle,
Kay DeVoss, Charles
Bentz, John Janak, Gary
McMillan and Kevin
Cook.

Also Michael Schmidt,
Timothy Danielson, Free-
da Osenbaugh, David
Osenbaugh, Ralph
Frazee, Doris Muh-
lenkamp, Joyce Eldridge,
Billy Sipe, Agnes Howell,
Kimbra Schmitz, Jack
Freeman, Charlotte
DeVoss, Gary
Schmiesing, Eric Rogers,
Pam Rogers, Jeremy
Roessner, John Roessner,
Darwin Johnson, Jayne
Pearson and Pat Homan.

Also Denice Glentzer,
Ruthann Brockman,
Michael Willman, Walter
Braun, Connie Ronald,
Donna Bruggeman, Jill
Hemmelgarn, Deborah
Smith, Kristen Brinkley,
Michael Timmerman,
Dave Cromeenes, Joseph
Schmit, Lori Phillips,
Jane Rittenhouse, Duane
Monroe, Janet Roessner,
Ron Laux, Ann Minnich,
Nichole Parks and Kim-
bra Thomas.

Also Ashley Byrum,
Doug Cash, Pamala Ray,
Sarah Rines, Monty
Sibery, Susan Myers,
Paula Sibery, Rachel
Walker, Shelli Leavell,
Gail Dues, Heather Ison,
Steve Singley, Cheryl
Landfair, Raymond
Brandt, Dewey Osborne,
Marissa Gaerke, Kimber-
ly Hart, Kara Wickey,
Kathleen Wood and
Melissa Osterholt.

Volunteering at the
drive were Dee Humbles,
Shirley Bennett, Edith
Dickey, Linda Moore, Cle-
tus Rines, Rose Snow,
Shirley Hayden, Roxie
Zurcher and Pat Brock-
man.

Drive brings in
79 blood donors

Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Feed Delivery Driver – Ft. Recovery, Ohio
Home throughout the week and every weekend, 

8 Paid Holidays, Paid Time Off, Paid Weekly
*Before taxes

Kinder Haus Daycare at Swiss Village is now seeking a Full-Time Team
Teacher. Varied hours from 6am-6pm M-F. Responsibilities include
providing high quality child care services and assisting the Lead
Teacher with supervision of the classroom. Must have a high school
diploma or GED and be at least 18 years of age. Strong desire to work
with children required. Educational background in early childhood is
preferred.

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org 
or send Resume to:

Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist
Swiss Village

1350 W. Main St.
Berne, IN 46711                 

Or email: careers@swissvillage.org 

Kinder Haus Daycare
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To the editor:
On behalf  of  family and

friends of  the Rachel
(Osterholt) Theurer 6th
Annual Blood Drive, the
words thank you don’t
even begin to describe how
much we appreciate the
overwhelming participa-
tion and support of  blood
donation to the American
Red Cross. 

We appreciate your
patience with the extra
screening required at the
drive. The success of  this
event to reach the goal of
80 would not be possible
without the wonderful
donors, volunteers, phle-
botomists, Jeri Garringer,
WPGW, The Commercial
Review and Jay Communi-
ty Center JCC.

We are most apprecia-
tive to Dee for coordinating
the drive and volunteers,
especially those that
worked the extended hour
until 6 p.m. to allow more
time for donations on this
special day. Donations to

date given in the six years
to honor Rachel Osterholt
Theurer are over 555 units.

We hope you will contin-
ue to donate in upcoming
drives, especially first-time
donors and several regular
donors who reached gallon
milestones. Again, we
can’t thank you enough for
your donation, as the
American Red Cross needs
units of  blood.

Think of  how many lives
will be changed forever
because of  your donation.

Again, with sincere grat-
itude, thank you from the
family and friends of
Rachel (Osterholt) Theur-
er.

Cindy Cash
Pennville

Thank you for
supporting drive

Letters to
the Editor

The Washington Post
For only the second

time in the nation’s histo-
ry, the Senate this week
held a hearing on
whether to grant state-
hood to the District of
Columbia. 

Not much new was
said, and it is unlikely the
testimony will change
any votes. Nonetheless,
the hearing shined a spot-
light on the continuing
injustice of  the disen-
franchisement of  the citi-
zens who live in the
nation’s capital.

“Congress has a
choice,” District Delegate
Eleanor Holmes Norton,
a Democrat, said at the
start of  the hearing
before the Senate Home-
land Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs Com-
mittee. “It can continue
to exclude D.C. residents
from the democratic
process, forcing them to
watch from the sidelines
as Congress votes on fed-
eral and D.C. laws, and to
treat them, in the words
of  Frederick Douglass, as
‘aliens, not citizens, but
subjects.’ Or it can live up
to our nation’s founding
principles and pass the
D.C. statehood bill.” The
push for statehood has
never been stronger, with
the House passing legisla-
tion twice within the past
year, the Biden adminis-
tration fully backing
statehood and more sena-
tors than ever - 46- sign-
ing on to legislation that
would make the District
the 51st state. The bill
would shrink the seat of
the federal government to
a two-square-mile enclave
and designate the rest of
the District as the State
of  Washington, Douglass
Commonwealth.

But the obstacles in the
Senate are formidable.
Support from any Repub-
lican is unlikely, and the
opposition of  Sen. Joe
Manchin III, D-West Vir-
ginia, and Sen. Kyrsten
Sinema, D-Arizona, to
eliminating the filibuster
means 60 votes will be
needed to proceed with
debate. It is unclear if
there will be a vote in the
committee, where one
Democrat, Ms. Sinema,
has not said whether she
would support the legisla-
tion. Sen. Thomas Carper,

D-Delaware, sponsor of
the statehood legislation,
seemed to acknowledge
the political reality at the
end of  the hearing with a
quote from William
Wilberforce, British par-
liamentarian who led the
fight against slavery:
“Having heard all of  this
you may choose to look
the other way but you can
never again say you did
not know.”

The ugly truth that
statehood opponents look
away from is that more
than 700,000 residents of
the District are denied
the basic democracy this
country was founded on.
They are taxed - paying
more federal income tax
per capita than any state -
without equal say in the
federal laws that govern
them, and the decisions
of  their local government
are subject to the whims
of  Congress.

Over the past year,
Republicans have cited
parking spaces, car deal-
erships, landfills, air-
ports, mining, logging
and agriculture as rea-
sons to oppose District
statehood, and Tuesday’s
hearing saw equally pre-
posterous arguments.
District residents are too
educated, was the claim
advanced by Sen. Ron
Johnson, R-Wisconsin;
Sen. James Lankford, R-
Oklahoma, helpfully sug-
gested that District resi-
dents who want represen-
tation can move.

Constitutional issues
have been raised, too, but
it is impossible to recon-
cile this country’s found-
ing principles with the
District’s status. “For the
founders,” said Universi-
ty of  Michigan Law
School professor Richard
Primus, “no principle
was more essential to the
Constitution than repre-
sentative government. …
It would be strange to
conclude that their vision
requires us to maintain a
situation in which so
many American citizens
lack representation.”

Injustice continues
for Washington, D.C.

Guest
Editorial

By NOAH SMITH
Bloomberg Opinion

The U.S. has traditionally
been a nation of  optimists about
technology. But just when the
world seems poised for a techno-
logically-driven productivity
boom, Americans have acquired
a dour outlook about the march
of  progress. 

Growing fears that not every-
one will share in the benefits is
leading to resistance that
threatens to hold the nation
back. 

Recapturing the bold atti-
tudes of  yesteryear will require
more than rhetoric — it’ll
require sweeping policy
changes.

You’d think now would be the
time for Americans to come
together in shared adulation of
technology. 

After all, innovative mRNA
vaccines are in the process of
saving the nation from the
greatest pandemic in a century
and freeing people to resume
normal lives. 

In the future, the same tech-
niques may be used to defeat
cancer. 

Meanwhile, an explosion of
innovation in solar power and
batteries is promising to drasti-
cally reduce the costs of  avert-
ing climate change; 10 years
down the line, it’ll be furnish-
ing the country with energy so
cheap that it could spark a new
productivity boom. And remote
work technologies are allowing
many people to live far more
flexible lives. Other emerging
technologies like lab-grown
meat, artificial intelligence,
Crispr and synthetic biology
hold out promises of  even
greater wonders in the near
future.

Many Americans are still
techno-optimists in some ways.
Technology is the factor cited
most as having improved life
over the last half  century. But in
recent years, it seems like this
optimism has been gradually
eroded, replaced in part by
skepticism and fear.

Instead of  the nation celebrat-
ing the conquest of  COVID-19,
as we did with the polio vaccine
decades ago, Americans turned
the vaccine into a culture war
and many people refused to get
inoculated. 

Amazon.com and Google are
still generally liked, but their
approval rating has taken a
huge dive despite the fact that
they helped most Americans
make it through the pandemic. 

The pessimism is even evi-
dent in the art world: Few

artists bother to spin positive
futuristic visions the way they
did in the 1950s.

But the technology Ameri-
cans fear above all others is A.I.
Most perceive automation not
as a way to increase efficiency
or create higher-paying jobs,
but rather as accelerating
inequality. Prominent politi-
cians like former New York City
Mayor Bill DeBlasio have called
for taxes on robots, and even
Microsoft Corp. founder Bill
Gates joined in.

This techno-pessimism is
actively threatening the Ameri-
can economy. The country has
rapidly been losing market
share in high-tech manufac-
tured exports.

To keep up, the U.S. can’t rely
on a cheap labor advantage; it
will have to automate. Other
rich countries’ business and
political elites understand this.
Even though their populaces
are also afraid of  job displace-
ment, a number have installed
far more manufacturing robots
than the U.S. has.

China hasn’t caught up in
robots yet, but it’s trying. Mean-
while, some of  its ports are fully
automated, allowing them to
rapidly outpace America’s anti-
quated ports. Longshore labor
unions, fearful for their jobs,
resist the new technology.

Automation is a race the U.S.
can’t afford to lose. But it’s not
the only race where we’re run-
ning behind. In San Francisco,
epicenter of  the nation’s hous-
ing crisis, unions have opposed
the use of  modular housing con-
struction — a technology that
promises to help bring down
ruinously high construction
costs.

Fear of  vaccines, fear of
automation, fear of  modern
housing construction — these
fears are holding back progress,
threatening to erode the coun-
try’s competitiveness and create
shortages of  crucial goods. If
the U.S. is going to take advan-
tage of  the incipient technology
boom of  the 2020s, it will have to
shed this fear and recapture the
techno-optimist attitude of  the
mid 20th century.

But how to do that? Ameri-
cans need at least two big things
to feel confident about technolo-

gy’s ability to improve their
lives.

The first is security. With
national health insurance and
job-finding assistance, Ameri-
cans would be far less worried
about switching jobs. That
would let them view automation
as an opportunity rather than a
threat.

Second, Americans need
wealth to be more broadly dis-
tributed across the populace.
The explosion of  information
technology since the 1980s coin-
cided with a vast increase in
economic inequality. The tech-
nology probably wasn’t the
cause of  much of  the dispari-
ties, but people can’t help mis-
taking correlation for causa-
tion. Also, inequality means
many people don’t feel like
they’ll be able to share in the
benefits technology brings. So
to make average Americans
embrace the future, we need to
give them a greater stake in that
future.

Spinning beautiful futuristic
visions and crowing publicly
about the very real accomplish-
ments of  scientists and engi-
neers is all well and good. We
should do more of  that. But
without social systems that
spread around the prosperity
that technology creates, we’ll
continue to fight an uphill bat-
tle to get regular people to love
technology.

••••••••••
Smith is a Bloomberg Opinion

columnist. He was an assistant
professor of  finance at Stony
Brook University, and he blogs at
Noahpinion.

We can’t lose automation race
Noah
Smith

Recapturing
the bold attitudes

of yesteryear
will require more
than rhetoric —

it’ll require
sweeping

policy changes.
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Continued from page 1
Each company offered

quotes for both video stor-
age options –– both of
Videotec Corporation’s
bids came in between
$24,000 and $32,000 more
than Stanley Security’s
bids. They also offered to
join together, pairing
Stanley Security’s soft-
ware and controls with
Videotec Corporation’s
system and installation.
The 180-day option for the
joint effort came in at
$329,748, and the 90-day
option came in at $290,632.

“At the end of  the day,
I’ve got two competitors
that teamed up that, as of
now, are absolutely
singing ‘Kumbaya’ togeth-
er,” Stechly commented,
noting the companies are
now discussing a future
partnership moving for-
ward.

“You guys really, really
hit a home run here with
these numbers and reduc-
tions that came off  of  it,”
he continued.

Commissioners Chad
Aker, Brian McGalliard
and Rex Journay
approved the 180-day stor-
age option at $329,748.

Several local munici-
palities have funding left
over from Bluff  Point
Wind Energy Center eco-
nomic development pay-
ments, noted county audi-
tor Anna Culy at the
meeting. Each municipal-
ity was allocated $50,000
from the Bluff  Point Wind
Energy Center project.

Currently, Redkey has
$27,200, Bryant has
$12,350, Salamonia has
$9,049 and Pennville has
$5,507 left over in funding.
The money can be used
for projects within each
municipality, with
approval from commis-
sioners. Aker agreed to
help get the word out
about the leftover monies.

Commissioner also
signed an ordinance to
place stop signs on county
road 250 West at its inter-
section with county road

400 South, making it a
four-way stop. Aker said
there have been several
accidents there in the
past and advocated for the
signs.

Also, they discussed
purchasing the former
Swifty Gas Station lot, 803
N Meridian St., Portland.
(No decision was made on
the property going up for
sale soon.) There are
underground storage
tanks underneath the
property, Culy noted. The
county could pursue
Brownfields funding — an
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency grant pro-
gram — to remove the
tanks. 

They agreed to learn
more about the Brown-
fields program and speak
with Portland Mayor
John Boggs about the
matter.

Commissioners also
OK’d Jay County High-
way Department superin-
tendent Donnie Corn to
seek quotes for two dozen
barricades.(About $4,500
worth of  road closed
signs were stolen follow-
ing the June 18 tornado.)

In other business, com-
missioners:

•Approved claims of
about $40,000, including
$15,000 for the county’s
first contribution toward
the Indiana Regional Eco-
nomic Acceleration and
Development Initiative
grant program and
$11,000 for contractual
services from Midwest
Pet Refuge and Jay Coun-
ty Humane Society.

•Signed a loan agree-
ment with First Financial
Bank for $207,000 at 2.44%
interest to finance the
highway department’s
new chip spreader.

•Selected a $3,492 quote
from Central Restaurant
Products of  Indianapolis
for a new refrigerator. It
will be installed at Jay
County Country Living
(previously known as Jay
County Retirement Cen-
ter).

Continued from page 1
County auditor Anna

Culy mentioned in a com-
missioners meeting earli-
er Monday several local
municipalities still have
funding left over of  the
$50,000 allocated to each
from the Bluff  Point Wind
Energy Center economic
development payments.
Pennville has about $5,500
it could use toward the
library project if  needed,
she added. (See related
story.)

“I don’t think Pennville
has asked for much, have
they?” asked council
member Ray Newton. “I
think they’re entitled to
it.”

Council members Ted
Champ, Mike Rockwell,
Faron Parr and Newton
(absent Jeanne Houchins,
Amy Barrett and Matt
Minnich) then approved
the extra funding request.

Also, Jay County Per-
sonnel Committee –– com-
missioner Chad Aker,
Champ and Houchins ––
met following council’s
meeting and heard
requests from three coun-
ty departments.

Jay Emergency Medical
Service director Gary Bar-
nett requested an increase
for paramedics’ and other

EMS employees’ pay.
Specifically, he explained,
he would like to widen the
pay gap between para-
medics and Advanced
Emergency Medical Tech-
nicians –– currently para-
medics only make about
$1 more per hour.

Mike Brewster and
Brayden Fields of  Jay
County Coroner’s Office
requested a wage increase
for the coroner, chief
deputy and other deputies
over the next three years.
Raises would help Jay
County coroner’s worker
wages equal those of  sur-
rounding counties for sim-
ilar positions, Fields said.

Jay County Sheriff ’s
Office chief  deputy
Patrick Wells also
requested the department
change its contracts when
hiring new county
deputies to include a
requirement for each
deputy to stay a certain
amount of  time with the
department after complet-
ing training or be
required to pay the county
back for the cost of  train-
ing at Indiana Law
Enforcement Academy.

The committee agreed
to meet at 2 p.m. July 8 to
discuss requested wage
increases.

Library ...

Cameras ...

For The Washington Post/Octavio Jones

Memorializing missing
Community organizers and volunteers place flowers at a memorial wall dedicated to the

missing. Hundreds of would-be rescuers dug painstakingly through a mountain of crushed concrete,
mangled steel and smashed belongings Monday as officials vowed to continue the desperate search
for survivors of last week's collapse of Champlain Towers South condominium in Surfside, Florida.

KENDALLVILLE, Ind.
(AP) — Police were
searching Monday for a
man who they believed
may have randomly shot
three people at a north-
eastern Indiana gas sta-
tion, killing one person
and badly injuring the
other two.

The shooting happened
late Sunday at a Gallop’s
station in Kendallville,
about 20 miles north of
Fort Wayne. One of  the
shooting victims was pro-
nounced dead at the
scene and two people
were taken to hospitals in
critical but stable condi-

tion, according to the
Kendallville Police
Department.

Kendallville Police
Chief  Lance Waters said
officers were searching
for 24-year-old Matthew
Rodriguez of  Kendal-
lville as a suspect in the
shooting.

Waters said the people
shot were all customers
at the store and that
investigators didn’t have
any immediate evidence
that they were targeted
by the gunman. The iden-
tities of  those shot were
not immediately
released.

One killed
in Kendallville
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CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located at 212 West

3RD  Street, Ridgeville,
Indiana  

Saturday Morning
JULY 3, 2021 AT 10:00

A.M.
HOUSEHOLD GOOD –
OLD & COLLECTOR
ITEMS - TOOLS

Whirlpool Cabrio washer
& dryer; Whirlpool side
by side refrigerator;

Whirlpool electric range;
Maytag dishwasher;

baby bed; (2) electric lift
chairs; oil lamps; IU
items; Hull & McCoy;
Radio Flyer wagon;

wood screen door; wood
crates; cement bird bath;
cement pieces; shep-
herd hooks;  and RUTH

ANN JAMES 
By Terry Rittenhouse,

POA
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 
260-726-2700
Auctioneers 

Gary Loy AU01031608 
Ben Lyons AU10700085 

Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Troy Foust

AU19800068 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

ADVERTISING
ACCOUNT

Representative(s)
Full & Part-Time. 

Seeking a hard-working,
motivated, self-starter
with a winning attitude
who enjoys a challenge
and will attract new

clients to print and digi-
tal media. 

Responsibilities: Devel-
op and manage revenue
producing relationships
with current clients and
agencies. Prospect for
new business and build
a full pipeline of sales
products. Analyze client
marketing goals and
develop needs based
solutions to achieve
them. Qualifications:

Strong problem solving
and analytical skills.
Have basic computer
skills. Be able to work
on a deadline. Have
good communications
skills. Be organized and
have a positive attitude.
Be able to pay attention

to detail. 
Have reliable transporta-

tion & valid driver
license.

Prior experience with
digital & print advertising
sales experience pre-

ferred but not necessary,
we will train. 

Apply in person along
with your resume or mail
in your resume to: The
Commercial Review

PO Box 1049, 
309 W. Main St.,
Portland, IN 47371 

Attn: Business Manager
or e-mail gpcbusi-

ness@embarqmail.com 
CDL OTR DRIVER -
FLEXIBLE home times.
2019 Coronado 13 spd /
Cascadia/Auto. Can get
$1500+ weekly. 3 yrs.
CDL exp. req. RGN, SD
exp. helpful. All miles,
drops, downtime, and
weekends paid if out.
Call 260- 273-1245  
$12.00/HOUR. First shift.
Door & Cabinet Sander.
Benefits include match-
ing HSA & IRA. Apply in
person at Pennville Cus-
tom Cabinetry -600 East
Votaw Street, Portland,
IN.  

Page 6 Comics The Commercial Review
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

ROD PENROD, LICENSED AGENT

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Drug Plans
Medicare Advantage
Senior Life Insurance

Local Agent

260-418-9492

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Hi and Lois

Agnes

Rose is Rose

Peanuts

SPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

Beetle Bailey

Snuffy Smith

Blondie

Funky Winkerbean

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

BANNERS

40” x 13”

BUY ONE FOR 

$695
GET 

ONE FOR

$350
GRAPHIC

PRINTING

260-726-8141

print@thecr.com

Open 

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Tuesday-Friday

 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE

COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW

up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 

thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141
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190 FARMERS                       ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various
sizes and prices. Call
The Commercial Review
at 260-726-8141 for
more information. 
SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK 4 for a $1.00 pick
up at The Commercial
Review Tuesday thru Fri-
day 10am to 4pm. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 
TRIPLE J FARMS CUS-
TOM BAILING For cus-
tom hay mowing, raking
or bailing and straw for
sale call Joe 260-251-
9271 

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 
PIEDMONT APART-
MENTS, 778 W 7th
Street, Portland, Indiana,
accepting applications
for 1, 2, 3 bedroom
apartments, no applica-
tion fee. Rent base on
30% of your gross
income. Call 260-726-
2920, TDD 800-743-
3333. This is an Equal
Opportunity Housing
Complex. This institution
is an Equal Opportunity
Provider and Employer. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-
2642 or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

MOBILE HOME FOR
SALE In Berne Indiana
1982 Parkwood mobile
home with 2 bedrooms, 2
full bath, 980 square
feet. $7500 or best offer.
260-307-6067 

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery

Comments or Problems?
Call our Circulation

Hotline
260-726-8143

After 5:00 p.m.  Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery Deadlines
Monday - Friday: 6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St., Portland.

Front Office Hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Circulation Department Hours:

10:30 am - 5:00 p.m.

THE  CLASSFIEDS

Find it - Buy It - Sell It!
(260) 726-8141 

– Our E-MAIL Addresses Are–

NEWS - news@thecr.com
SPORTS - sports@thecr.com

CLASSIFIEDS - classifieds@thecr.com
ADVERTISING - ads@thecr.com

COMMERCIAL PRINTING -
print@thecr.com

BUSINESS - business@thecr.com
DELIVERY - delivery@thecr.com

Website: www.thecr.com
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READ  THE CR
THEN RECYCLE

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS
You never know

what you might find in
The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to
a new home, to a

new job,
the Classifieds

deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call  
260-726-8141

Public Notice
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

RUNWAY 9-27 EXTENSION – PAVING AND LIGHTING
PORTLAND MUNICIPAL AIRPORT

PORTLAND, JAY COUNTY, INDIANA
Sealed proposals will be received by the Portland Board of
Aviation Commissioners, "Owner", at the Office of the Airport
Manager, Portland Municipal Airport, 661 W. CR 100 N., Port-
land, IN  47371, until 1:00 p.m. (local time), on the 20th day of
July, 2021 and then will be publicly opened and read aloud at
the Portland Municipal Airport.  Any bids received later than
1:00 p.m. will be returned unopened.  
DESCRIPTION OF WORK: Work for which proposals are to be
received is for Runway 9-27 Extension – Paving and Lighting
project at the Portland Municipal Airport including soil sta-
bilization, stone base, asphalt, pavement markings, grading,
seeding, and necessary incidentals to complete the work as de-
tailed on the Contract Drawings and specified in the Contract
Documents titled Runway 9-27 Extension – Paving and Light-
ing.  The contractor shall provide all labor, equipment, and
material necessary to complete the work.  All work is located
at the Portland Municipal Airport, 661 W. CR 100 N., Portland,
IN 47371.
BID DOCUMENTS:  Copies of the Specifications and Contract
Documents may be obtained at the office of Butler, Fairman,
and Seufert, Inc., 8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300, Indianapolis,
IN 46240.  Copies of the documents are available for examin-
ing at the Portland Municipal Airport, BXIndiana Construc-
tion League, 1028 Shelby Street, Indianapolis, Indiana; and the
online planrooms of Dodge Data and Analytics, ISQFT/Con-
structConnect™, BidTool and at the office of Butler, Fairman,
and Seufert, Inc., 8450 Westfield Blvd., Suite 300, Indianapolis,
IN 46240.  
Copies of the bid documents will be made available through
one of the following methods:

- as digital files made available to the planholder for
download 

- as hard copies picked up at the office of the Engineer
upon remittance of $125
This remittance is not refundable.  Payment shall be by money
order or check and shall be made payable to Butler, Fairman,
and Seufert, Inc.  Bidders are required to be a plan holder of
record having obtained the contract documents through the of-
fice of the Engineer.  Bids not meeting this requirement will
be deemed non-responsive.
Bids shall be properly executed and addressed to the address
shown above where bids are to be received together with the
documents required by the bid forms, specifications, and re-
lated legal documents contained in the Contract Documents.
No Bidder may withdraw his proposal within a period of one
hundred and twenty (120) days following the date set for the re-
ceiving of bids.  The Owner reserves the right to retain any and
all bids for a period of not more than one hundred and twenty
(120) days and said bid shall remain in full force and effect dur-
ing said time.  The Owner further reserves the right to waive
informalities and to award the Contract to any Bidder all to the
advantage of the Owner or to reject all bids.
BID SECURITY:  A bid bond with good and sufficient surety is-
sued by a company licensed to do business in the State of In-
diana or a certified check on a solvent bank equal to five per-
cent (5%) of the total bid insuring that if the bid is accepted, a
contract will be entered into and the performance of its pro-
posal secured.
BONDS:  A Performance Bond and Payment Bond each in the
amount of 100 percent of the Contract price will be required.
FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS:  The Owner, in accordance with
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252, 42 U.S.C.
2000d to 2000d-4, and Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, De-
partment of Transportation, Subtitle A, Office of the Secretary,
Part 21, Nondiscrimination in Federally-assisted programs of
the Department of Transportation issued pursuant to such
Act, hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively insure
that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertise-
ment, Disadvantaged Business Enterprises will be afforded
full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation
and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race,
color, sex, or national origin in consideration for an award.
1. The proposed contract is under and subject to Executive Or-
der No. 11246 of September 24, 1965, equal opportunity clause,
and to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
2. The Bidder must supply all the information required by the
bid or proposal form.
INDIANA REQUIREMENTS:  Each bid shall be accompanied
by bidder’s financial statement, a statement of experience, a
proposed plan or plans for performing the public work, and
the equipment that bidder has available for the performance
of the public work.  Such statements shall be submitted on
forms prescribed by the State Board of Accounts, including
Bid Forms 96, together with the required non-collusion affi-
davit.
Wage rates on the project shall not be less than the prescribed
scale of wages as determined in accordance with the most re-
cent Wage Rate Decision of the Secretary of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor; all acts amendatory thereof and supplemental
thereto.
A pre-bid conference will be held in the Airport Manager’s Of-
fice at the Portland Municipal Airport on July 12, 2021, at 3:00
p.m.
The Owner reserves the right to reject any and/or all bids and
to waive any formalities in the bidding procedure. 

PORTLAND BOARD OF AVIATION COMMISSIONERS,
PORTLAND, IN

John Lyons, President
CR 6-29,7-6-2021 HSPAXLP

Public
Notice

IN THE JUVENILE COURT
OF MEMPHIS AND

SHELBY COUNTY, TEN-
NESSEE

State of Tennessee
Department of Children’s

Services,
Petitioner,

vs.
NO. EE7025

Erica Robbins
Tony Allen

Conner Hull
Charles Lisby
David Claytor,
Respondents,

IN THE MATTER OF:
Makaylee Hull,
DOB: 01/23/2012

Zayne Lisby,
DOB: 12/20/2015
Isaiah Robbins,
DOB: 09/23/2018
Tyra Robbins,

DOB: 07/27/2020
Children Under Eighteen

(18) Years of Age.
ORDER OF

PUBLICATION
In this cause, it appears to
the Court from the allega-
tions of the sworn petition
and the affidavit of the Peti-
tioner that the residence of
Respondent Charles Lisby
and David Claytor are un-
known and cannot be ascer-
tained by diligent search and
inquiry; and that the where-
abouts of said Respondent
cannot be found or the post
office address of said Re-
spondent cannot be ascer-
tained, and therefore, the or-
dinary process of law cannot
be served upon them.  IT IS
THEREFORE ORDERED
that Charles Lisby and David
Claytor enter an appearance
herein on October 22, 2021 at
9:00 A.M. at the Juvenile
Court of Memphis and Shelby
County, Tennessee at 616
Adams Avenue, Memphis,
Tennessee, and plead or an-
swer to the dependency and
neglect petition filed herein,
a copy of which may be ob-
tained from the clerk of said
Juvenile Court. JUDGMENT
BY DEFAULT will be taken
against you should you fail to
appear and answer.   A copy
of this Order of Publication
will be published for four
consecutive weeks in The
Commercial Review, Jay
County, a newspaper pub-
lished in Indiana.

JANIS FULLILOVE, Clerk
of Court

Bill to:  Tennessee Depart-
ment of Children’s Services

Legal Division
40 S. Main St. Sixth Floor 

Memphis, TN 38103
Attn: Alex Tallent, Attorney
CR 6-8,15,22,29-2021HSPAXLP
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Local schedule
Today

Jay County Summer Swim at Randolph
County – 6 p.m.

Portland Rockets vs. Fort Wayne Jack-
ers – 7 p.m.

Fort Wayne TinCaps vs. Great Lakes
Loons  – 7:05 p.m.

Wednesday
Fort Wayne TinCaps vs. Great Lakes

Loons  – 7:05 p.m.

Thursday
Jay County Summer Swim vs. North

Adams – 6 p.m.

Fort Wayne TinCaps vs. Great Lakes
Loons  – 7:05 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

3 p.m. — Soccer: UEFA Euro 2020 –
Round of 16, Sweden vs. Ukraine (ESPN)

8:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Eastern
Conference Finals – Milwaukee Bucks at
Atlanta Hawks, Game 4 (TNT)

10 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
San Francisco Giants at Los Angeles
Dodgers (ESPN)

Wednesday
6 a.m. — Tennis: Wimbledon – Sec-

ond round (ESPN)
9 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Western

Conference Final – Phoenix Suns at Los
Angeles Clippers, Game 6 if necessary
(ESPN)

8 p.m. — NHL Hockey: Stanley Cup
Final – Montreal Canadiens at Tampa
Bay Lightning, Game 2 (NBCSN)

Local notes
Outing is July 23

The Jay County Chamber Classic
Golf Outing will be July 23 at Portland
Golf Club.

Cost is $250 per four-person team,
and they must be members of the Jay

County Chamber of Commerce. Lunch
will be provided.

Registration begins at 9 a.m. with a
10 a.m. shotgun start.

Deadline to register is July 12, and
sponsorship opportunities are avail-
able.

For more information, call the cham-
ber office at (260) 726-4481.

Swiss Days tourney set
The Swiss Days 3-on-3 basketball

tournament is set for July 31 at South
Adams Middle/Elementary School gym.

Cost per four-person team is $60,
and there will be boys and girls ele-

mentary, middle and high school divi-
sions as well as men’s and women’s
adult divisions.

It will be a double-elimination tour-
nament beginning at 10 a.m.

Deadline to reginster is July 26, and
walk-up registrations may be accepted
if there is available space.

For more infomation, contact SAHS
boys basketball coach Josh Hendrixson
at jhendrixson@southadams.k12.in.us.

Photos available for purchase
Did you see yourself or a family

member in the newspaper? Want to
cherish that memory forever?

All photographs — and many more
unpublished pictures that can be
viewed at TheCr.com — are available
for purchase from The Commercial
Review.

Prints cost $4 for 3x5 or 5x7, and
an 8x10 is $7. Digital copies are $5
each, and prices do not include sales
tax.

To place an order, call the office at
(260) 726-8141 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday through Friday to place your
order today.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

One championship was
decided by a single goal.

Another came with a sec-
ond-half shutout.

A third got finished off
by three consecutive scores.

The Vinson Rental Prop-
erties Galaxy earned the
tightest of  the titles in the
Pennville Soccer League
tournament Saturday, edg-
ing the Progressive Office
Products Rockets 3-2 to win
the Space Division. In
other championship
games, the Pak-a-Sak
Jaguars defeated the Briar
Patch Panthers 4-2 in the
Wildcat Division and the
Padua Pub Hornets defeat-
ed the Hanlin Real Estate
Wasps 7-3 in the Stinger
Division.

The Galaxy was up 2-0 at
halftime before seeing its
advantage cut to one in the
second half. It went back up
3-1 and held on for the one-
goal win behind two scores
from Carter May.

In the Wildcat Division,
the Panthers went up 2-1
only to have the Jaguars
even the score by halftime.

Pak-a-Sak, which got all of
its tallies from Jacoby Pen-
rod, then scored both sec-
ond half  goals for the win.

The Hornets were in con-
trol from the start in the
Stinger Division, building
a 4-1 halftime lead. Their
advantage slipped to 4-3 in
the second half  before they
scored three goals in a row
to pull away. Owen Ehrhart
led the effort with five
goals.

Penrod also scored four
times in his team’s 5-1 tour-
nament win over the Adair
Processing Cougars. Kody
Homan racked up four
goals while Ehrhart scored
three in the Hornets’ open-
ing win over the Bro Shad-
ow Bees, and Lyle
Beiswanger tallied four
goals for the Rockets as
they knocked off  the I.D.C.
Restaurant Asteroids 5-4.

Samuel Wiggins had a
pair of  hat tricks in tour-
nament games. Also scor-
ing three goals in a game
Saturday were Jaxon
Brooks and Trenton Hesh-
er.

Padua, Pak-a-Sak
Vinson win titles

Jax McClain, left, of the
Vinson Rental Properties
Galaxy, reaches to kick
the ball past Tyler Davis
of the Pennville Pantry
Comets during their
Space Division
tournament game
Saturday at Pennville
Park. McClain scored two
goals in the Galaxy’s 5-0
win, and the Galaxy went
on to claim the
championship with a 3-2
victory against
Progressive Office
Products Rockets. 

The Commercial Review/Chris Schanz
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Portland Rockets host
Fort Wayne tonight,
see Sports on tap

Pennville crowns
soccer champions,

see story page 7

MUNCIE — It’s been a year of  blowouts
for Jay County.

That was not the case Monday.
The Jay County Summer Swim Team

had by far its closest meet of  the season,
fighting off  the Muncie Catalina Swim
Club 628-590.

Jay County (6-0), which outscored all of
the other teams combined in the season-
opening Wabash Valley Conference
Relays and had not had a dual meet win of
fewer than 100 points, pulled out the vic-
tory thanks to its depth. The teams split
the relays and Catalina won 32 individual
events to Jay County’s 28, but the visitors
managed just enough points with their
second-through-fifth-place efforts to stay
unbeaten.

The lone sweep from Jay County came

in the 8-and-younger girls events, with
Anna Fisher winning the backstroke,
breaststroke and short freestyle. Addisyn
Champ took care of  the long freestyle,
butterfly and individual medley.

Other triple winners were Maria Laux
in the 9-10-year-old girls butterfly, individ-
ual medley and breaststroke, and Brook-
lyn Byrum in the 11-12-year-old girls long
freestyle, butterfly and individual medley.

Elly Byrum followed Laux with two
wins in the 9-10-year-old girls division,
finishing first in the long freestyle and
short freestyle. Ben Fisher took the top
spot in the 9-10-year-old boys individual
medley and long freestyle. Also winning
two events apiece were Sawyer Hemmel-
garn in the 8-and-younger boys long
freestyle and individual medley, Aubrey
Millspaugh in the 13-14-year-old girls indi-
vidual medley and breaststroke, and Car-
son Westgerdes in the 11-12-year-old boys
individual medley and short freestyle.

Winners of  single events for Jay Coun-
ty were Murphy Link (9-10-year-old boys
breaststroke), Kaitlyn Fisher (11-12-year-
old girls backstroke), Cooper Glentzer (11-
12-year-old boys long freestyle), Lauren
Fisher (13-14-year-old girls short
freestyle), Matthew Fisher (13-14-year-old
boys butterfly) and Lincoln Clamme (13-
14-year-old boys backstroke.

Jay stays perfect

Portland Lions Club celebrat-
ed a return with a win.

With Skylar Esparza taking
the field for the first time this
season, Lions Club edged Port-
land Optimists for a 7-6 victory
Monday night in Portland Jun-
ior League Willie Mays base-
ball.

Esparza, who was diagnosed
with leukemia in January, was
able to take the field with Lions

Club for the first time this sea-
son. He started on the mound,
tossing his first warm-up pitch
to his father Tony while his
brother Darius, who was one of
the umpires for the game, stood
by his side.

He gave up a hit to the first
batter he faced before shifting
over to first base, where he
stretched to snag a throw for the
first put-out of  the game.

Alex Miller and Andrew Day
followed Esparza on the mound,
generally keeping the Optimist
offense in check. 

Meanwhile, Irik Donathan
had two doubles and drove in
three runs to lead Lions Club at
the plate. Miller added a triple,
a double and an RBI, and Carter
Dennis also drove in a run.

Varen Ridgeway paced the
Optimist offense with two hits,

including a double, and two
RBIs.

Dunkirk 18, Loy 2
Ben Crouch hit a home run as

part of  a 16-hit effort for
Dunkirk in Sandy Koufax base-
ball. He also had a single, Peyton
Lykins finished with a triple,
two singles and an RBI and Cade
Summers totaled two hits and an
RBI.

Lucas Straight hit a home run
for Loy Real Estate and Auction.
Issac Scott and Julian Hudson
each added a hit.

Kiwanis 9, PG-14 4
Andrew Myers drove in two

runs and had a double for PG-14
in its defeat in Willie Mays base-
ball. Sam Wiggins added an RBI.

Kiwanis statistics were not
provided.

Esparza returns in Lions win

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Portland Lions Club first baseman Skylar Esparza reaches to make a play during the first inning of his team’s 7-6 victory over Portland Optimists
on Monday night in Portland Junior League Willie Mays baseball. Esparza, who had not played yet this season as he battles leukemia, returned to the diamond
for the first time Monday. He pitched to the first Optimist batter before shifting to first base.

Swimmers fight
off Catalina to
improve to 6-0


