
The Commercial Review
Friday, June 4, 2021

Robert Switzer, 87, Gene-
va

Details on page 2.

The high temperature was
72 degrees Thursday in Jay
County. The low was 61.

The forecast calls for a low
of  63 tonight. Skies will be
sunny Saturday with a high of
86. Highs are expected to stay
in the 80s through at least
Thursday.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
have recycling trailers avail-
able from 9 a.m. to noon Satur-
day in the shopping center at
220 Lincoln St., Portland, the
parking lot east of  Redkey
Post Office and the parking lot
south of  Salamonia Fire Sta-
tion.

Saturday — Results from
FRHS at the OHSAA Track
and Field State Finals.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Portland City Coun-
cil meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Two Portland lift sta-
tions will be upgraded.

Portland Board of  Works
on Thursday approved
repairs for the lift stations
at Charles Street and adja-
cent to POET Biorefining.

Portland wastewater
superintendent Brad Clay-
ton recommended Culy
Contracting of  Winchester
for the work.

At the POET site, that
involves replacing bases
and installing new check
valves to allow city waste-
water staff  better access.
That work comes at a cost
of  $8,950.

The Charles Street lift
station requires work
because pipes have been
leaking frequently. The
cost of  the work is $18,530.
(Clayton explained that it
must be completed in a sin-
gle day because that lift
station cannot be down for
a longer period of  time.)

Board of  works mem-
bers Jerry Leonhard, Steve
McIntosh and Portland
Mayor Job Boggs unani-
mously approved the proj-
ects.

The work represents the
second set of  lift station
improvements in the last
few months. In April, the
board approved a total of
$10,750 for the installation
of  new control panels at
the Charles Street and Jay
County High School lift
stations.

Boggs also reported that
Tim Miller, owner of  T.J.’s
Bicycle and Moped Sales in
Portland, put in an offer
for the former Sheller-
Globe south building on
Bridge Street. (The previ-
ous sale agreement with
Jon Goodhew of  Good-
hew’s Roofing Service was
recently terminated.)

The mayor explained
that the city has not yet put
the building up for sale and
that city council has asked
him to get an estimate for
what it would cost to reno-
vate the building for use as
a new headquarters for the
city’s street and parks
department.

See Work page 2

Lift
station
work
is OK’d
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A new look and a new building
will bring with them new
names.

During a luncheon Thursday,
Arts Place announced several
new names for its renovated and
expanded facility.

“Thank you for taking the time
to help us celebrate this first big
step,” Arts Place executive direc-
tor Eric Rogers said to the staff,
board members and supporters
in attendance. “I’m looking for-
ward to the next ones.”

“(There is) lots of  new activity
here, lots of  new things to be
excited about, including our
naming,” added board president
Bonnie Maitlen.

The Arts Place location in
Portland will be known as the
Jay County Campus of  Arts
Place. (The organization also has
facilities in Hartford City and St.
Mary’s, Ohio.)

Other new names are as fol-
lows:

•The renovated existing
building — Performing Arts
Center

•The new visual arts building
across the street from the cur-

rent facility — The Hudson Cen-
ter for the Visual Arts

•The education corridor of  the
Performing Arts Center — The
Young Music Education Wing

•The new community gallery
in the Performing Arts Center
— The Weaver Community
Gallery

The Hudson, Young and

Weaver names were selected to
honor some of  the major
donors to Arts Place’s capital
campaign for the project.

See Names page 5

New names

Condominiums
proposed

Graphic provided/CB Development

CB Development of Geneva has proposed a condominium development at the southwest corner of the
intersection of Indiana 67 and county road 75 South near Jay County High School. The firm presented initial plans for the
project to Portland Plan Commission on Thursday and plans to return next month to seek approval for rezoning.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

A Geneva developer is hoping
to bring new housing to proper-
ty west of  Portland near Jay
County High School.

Attorney Josh Atkinson on
Thursday presented CB Devel-
opment’s preliminary plans for
a 35-unit condominium develop-
ment at the southwest corner of
Indiana 67 and county road 75
south to Portland Plan Commis-
sion.

CB Development, owned by
Glen Coblentz of  Geneva, plans
to use 4 acres of  the former Bea-
con Heights Drive-in site to con-
struct five self-storage build-
ings. Those are already allowed
under the current agricultural
residential zoning.

The company plans to request
the remaining area, approxi-
mately 10 acres, be rezoned as
planned development residen-
tial to allow for the condomini-
um project.

CB Development’s prelimi-
nary plans call for 35 individ-
ual homes to be built along a
new U-shaped road that would
have two outlets on county
road 75 south. The homes
would be single-story units
with three bedrooms, two bath-
rooms and an attached garage,
totaling about 2,000 square feet
at a price point of  about
$200,000. 

“It’s not the duplex that you
see sometimes where you have

the garage splitting two
homes,” said Atkinson.

All of  the “common ground”
in the development would be
owned jointly by the members
of  the condominium associa-
tion, which would handle mow-
ing, snow removal, trash pick-
up, etc.

Homes would be hooked up to
Portland’s sewer system. They
would each have an individual
well for water.

See Condominiums page 2

CB Development of Geneva is seeking to build
35 homes on property at former drive-in property

Areas of Arts Place will honor Hudsons, Youngs, Weavers

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Arts Place held a luncheon Thursday to announce the new names that will take effect for its renovated and expanded
facility in Portland with donors and supporters in attendance. Pictured, from left, are Arts Place executive director Eric Rogers,
John Young, Elizabeth and Barry Hudson, Bonnie Maitlen, Jack Ronald, Donna Haggenjos, Annette Alexander, Phil Frantz, Jeff
Steed, Ron Freeman and Mindy and Rob Weaver.
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SERVICES
Saturday

Brinkerhoff, Larry: 10 a.m.,
Bryant Wesleyan Church, 209 S.
Hendricks St., Bryant.

Corn, Linda: 7 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Tuesday
Switzer, Robert: 11 a.m.,

Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

Robert Switzer
Dec. 30, 1933-June 2, 2021

Robert Roy Switzer, 87 of
Geneva, Indiana, passed away on
Wednesday, June 2, 2021, at Swiss
Village.

Robert was born on Dec. 30,
1933, to John Switzer and Nellie
Click in Adams County. He mar-
ried Mary Lou Bollenbacher on
Nov. 24, 1954, in Geneva, Indiana.
Robert graduated from Jefferson
High School in 1953.

Robert served in the U.S. Army
from 1956 until 1958. He worked

as a welder, union
sprinkler fitter
and member of
the U.A. Local
#669. He worked
at Automatic
Sprinkler in Mon-
roe and Hilty
Small Engine
Repair. He was a
member of  the Antique Tractor
Pullers Association, was a trap
shooter and enjoyed spending
time with his grandchildren.

Robert was preceded in death
by his parents, John and Nellie

Switzer; son-in-law, Randy
Lehman; grandson, Justin Fick-
ert; and sisters, Eileen Hartley
and Emma Jean Thatcher.

Loving survivors include his
wife, Mary Lou Switzer of  Gene-
va, Indiana; daughters, Cindy
(Kevin) Miller of  Geneva, Indi-
ana; and Rose Lehman of  Gene-
va, Indiana; son Brian Switzer of
Geneva, Indiana; 10 grandchil-
dren; and nine great-grandchil-
dren.

Friends and family may gather
to visit on Monday, June 7, 2021,
from 3 to 8 p.m. and again at 10

a.m. on Tuesday, June 8, 2021, at
Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home located at 100 Washington
St., Geneva, Indiana. A funeral
service will be held on Tuesday,
June 8, 2021, at 11 a.m. with
Terry Bollenbacher officiating.
Burial with military rites will
follow at Riverside Cemetery in
Geneva.

In lieu of  flowers, memorial
contributions can be made to
Ronald McDonald House Chari-
ties by visiting rhmc.org or to
the grandchildren’s college
funds.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to Downing & Glancy
Funeral Home in Geneva, Indi-
ana.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

Switzer

Continued from page 1
In other business, the board:
•OK’d increases for city mowing and

property clean-up. The rates were last
increased in 2012. New hourly rates are
$50 for mowing, up from $35; $25 for
weed trimming, up from $15; $165 for

tractor and bush hog work, up from
$145; $75 for packer charges, up from
$55; $93 for landfill charges, up from
$61; and a $25 administration fee, up
from $15.

•Approved a water bill adjustment
because of  a leak.

Work ...

Possession
A Peru man was arrested

Wednesday on multiple
felony charges. 

David M. Headrick, 36,
356 1/2 W. Main St., was pre-
liminarily charged with
Level 6 felonies for posses-
sion of  methamphetamine,
unlawful possession of  a
syringe and resisting law
enforcement, as well as a
Class C misdemeanor for
possession of  parapherna-
lia. He was booked into Jay
County Jail on a $20,000
bond.

Domestic battery
A Portland woman was

arrested Thursday for
domestic battery. 

Rachel L. Davis, 1124 N.
Franklin St., was prelimi-
narily charged with a Level
6 felony for domestic bat-
tery and strangulation. She
was also preliminarily
charged for a second count
of  domestic battery, a Class
A misdemeanor. She was
booked into Jay County
Jail on a $4,000 bond.

Unlawful possession
A Portland man was

arrested Thursday for
unlawful possession of  a
syringe.

Justin D. Eal, 34, 995 S.
Boundary Pike, was prelim-
inarily charged a Level 6
felony for unlawful posses-
sion of  a syringe. He was
booked into Jay County
Jail on a $10,000 bond.

Theft
A Kentucky man was

arrested Thursday for theft.
Toney G. Chaney Jr., 46,

276 Hurricane Road, Way-
nesburg, was preliminarily
charged a Level D felony for
theft and a Class A misde-
meanor for domestic bat-
tery. He’s being held with-
out bond in Jay County
Jail.

Felony
arrests

Continued from page 1
There is likely to be a

water feature in the center
of  the property to account
for drainage rather than
having water drain to the
Salamonie River to the
west. (The closest home
would be about 150 feet
away from the river.)

CB Development plans to
have a buffer of  trees
between the homes and the
storage units.

“It will definitely fulfill a
major need that we have
here in the community,”
said Atkinson, who also
serves on Jay County
Development Corporation’s
housing task force.

He and Coblentz also told
council members Lee New-
man, Don Gillespie, Kyle
Cook, Ron Laux, Randy
Geesaman, Steve McIntosh,
Bart Darby, Janet Powers

and Kent McClung homes
could be a stepping stone to
further development.

Coblentz said the plan
would be to start by selling
and building the first six
homes of  the development.
It would then continue with
construction of  four to
eight homes at a time.

Thursday’s meeting was
for informational purposes
only. Going through the
planned development
process requires CB Devel-
opment to meet with board
of  works, police depart-
ment, fire department, Jay
County Soil and Water Con-
servation District and Jay
County Drainage Board to
get their approval on the
plans. It would then return
to plan commission — it
hopes to do so in July — for
its recommendation on the
rezoning request. It would

then move to Portland City
Council for approval. If
OK’d, CB Development
would then need to provide
engineered drawings and
specific details for the proj-
ect, which would return to
city council for final
approval.

The development would
be the first for Coblentz, but
he is working with his
brother-in-law Mark Brum-
baugh on the project.
Brumbaugh recently com-
pleted a similar develop-
ment in Bellefontaine,
Ohio.

Jay/Portland Building
and Planning assistant
director Pati McLaughlin
also noted that a public
hearing on the U.S. Aggre-
gates rezoning request of
the expansion of  its quarry
facility is scheduled for 5:30
p.m. July 1.

Condominiums ...
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Railings return
Construction workers piece together guard rails Thursday

morning for the arch bridge on Meridian Street near East Jay
Elementary School. Workers re-installed railing and lights along the
sidewalks after completing work on the bridge.

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$286 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$45 million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 9-6-2
Daily Four: 0-5-3-1
Quick Draw: 1-3-5-15-

17-18-19-25-36-43-45-47-48-
50-61-65-69-71-77-78

Evening
Daily Three: 7-6-6
Daily Four: 4-0-0-2
Quick Draw: 3-13-27-

28-29-35-37-43-48-52-53-55-
61-64-67-68-70-75-78-80

Cash 5: 3-4-6-32-43
Estimated jackpot:

$397,500

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 5-6-2
Pick 4: 1-0-7-5
Pick 5: 3-0-4-6-4
Evening
Pick 3: 4-4-5
Pick 4: 3-5-5-0
Pick 5: 0-0-5-2-8
Rolling Cash: 22-27-28-

31-39
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-

lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Wednesday
6 p.m. — Jay County

Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................7.01
July corn..................7.01
Wheat ......................6.65

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................7.32
June corn ................7.22
Aug. corn ................6.59

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................7.10
July corn..................7.03
Beans ......................16.09
July beans ..............16.09

Wheat ...................... 6.63
July wheat .............. 6.63

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................7.07
July corn..................7.07
Beans ......................16.09
Nov. beans ..............13.81
Wheat ...................... 6.73

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.90
July corn..................6.90
Beans ......................15.86
July beans ..............15.86
Wheat ......................6.59
July wheat................6.59

Lotteries

On June 4, 1919,
Congress approved the
19th Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution,
which said that the
right to vote could not
be denied or abridged
based on gender. The
amendment was sent to
the states for ratifica-
tion.

In 1812, the
Louisiana Territory
was renamed the Mis-
souri Territory, to avoid
confusion with the
recently admitted state
of  Louisiana. The U.S.
House of  Representa-
tives approved, 79-49, a
declaration of  war
against Britain.

In 1912, Massachu-
setts became the first
state to adopt a mini-
mum wage law.

In 1939, the German
ocean liner MS St.
Louis, carrying more
than 900 Jewish
refugees from Ger-
many, was turned away
from the Florida coast
by U.S. officials.

In 1940, during
World War II, the Allied

military evacuation of
some 338,000 troops
from Dunkirk, France,
ended. 

In 1942, the World
War II Battle of  Mid-
way began, resulting in
a decisive American
victory against Japan
and marking the turn-
ing point of  the war in
the Pacific.

In 1972, a jury in San
Jose, California,
acquitted radical
activist Angela Davis
of  murder and kidnap-
ping for her alleged
connection to a deadly
courthouse shootout in
Marin County in 1970.

In 1977, the VHS
home videocassette
recorder was intro-
duced to North Ameri-
ca by JVC during a
press conference in
Chicago.

In 2011, Jay County
High School junior
Maria Murphy placed
15th in the discus in the
IHSAA Girls Track and
Field State Finals at
Indiana University.

—AP and The CR

CR almanac
Saturday

6/5
Sunday

6/6
Monday

6/7
Tuesday

6/8
Wednesday

6/9

86/64 86/67 85/68 85/68 86/67
Saturday

is expected to
be sunny all
day  with
highs skyrock-
eting into the
mid 80s.

Mostly
cloudy skies
Wednesday
with a 40%
chance of
rain.

Tuesday is
expected to
be mostly
sunny. There
is a 30%
chance of
rain after 3
p.m.

Another
sunny day with
mostly clear
skies and hot
temperatures.
A good day for
a swim.

Mostly
sunny skies
with some
clouds at
night. Highs in
the upper
80s.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
DUNKIRK HISTORICAL

SOCIETY — Is open from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the first
and third Friday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113 S. Main St., Dunkirk.

Saturday
PORTLAND FARMERS

MARKET — Is open from 8
a.m. to noon each Saturday
in the parking lot at The
Rock Church.

JAY COUNTY DEMOC-
RATS — Will meet at 8 a.m.
Saturday, June 5, at
Richards Restaurant in
Portland.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. upstairs at True Value
Hardware, Meridian
Street, Portland. For more
information, call (260) 729-
2532.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113 S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

BRYANT AREA COM-
MUNITY CENTER —
Walking from 9 to 10 a.m.
every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE — For those 55
and older from 12:30 to 3
p.m. at West Jay Commu-
nity Center in Dunkirk.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come. 

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 5:30
p.m., with the meeting at 6
p.m., in the fellowship hall
at Evangelical Methodist
Church, 930 W. Main St.,
Portland. New members
welcome. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-5312. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 1
p.m. the first Monday of
each month at Portland
Place, 430 W. Lafayette St.
For more information, call
(800) 589-1121.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the first and
third Monday of  each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: My wife and I sepa-
rated three months ago. She has
moved out into her own apartment.
We are not legally separated or
divorced. She removed her wed-
ding ring three weeks after she left.
I want to reconcile. Whether she
does at this point, she’s not sure.
She says she isn’t seeing anyone,
nor is she interested in anyone. I
want to keep wearing my wedding
ring, but because she’s not wearing
hers, I feel like an idiot wearing
mine. What is the proper etiquette
for us? — CAN’T LET GO

DEAR CAN’T LET GO: A wed-
ding ring indicates that the per-
son — female or male — is
unavailable for a romantic
involvement. When your wife
removed her ring, the message
she was sending out is that her
marriage is over — whether you
two are officially divorced or
not. Now you need to do what is
comfortable for yourself.
Because you want to reconcile,
give her a deadline to make up
her mind whether the separa-
tion is permanent, and suggest
marriage counseling to settle
your differences. After that, if
she still isn’t interested and

wants a divorce, talk to a
lawyer.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I live in an affluent

neighborhood where a group of  us
get together for drinks, holidays, etc.
But out of  seven women in the
group, only two or three are given
birthday parties every year. The rest
of  us are never acknowledged — not
even with a card. 

I’m tired of  going to celebrate
someone else’s birthday when mine
is passed over with no mention. This
may seem petty, but after years of
this, it has gotten old. I’ve thought of
saying something, but I’m not sure
how to express it. Or should I just
keep my mouth shut? — OVER-
LOOKED IN SOUTH CAROLINA

DEAR OVERLOOKED: Is every-
one in that group aware of  when
all of  the members’ birthdays

are? Because you haven’t spoken
up, they may not be. I don’t think
it would be poor form to pipe up
at the next get-together that
“Jennifer,” “Angelina,” “Viola”
and you also have birthdays com-
ing up and when they occur. If
none of  them are acknowledged
after that, speak up as a group
and say humorously that your
feelings are hurt. However, if
still no effort is made, the four or
five of  you should consider cele-
brating your birthdays separate-
ly.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: In the last few years,

a good friend has grown increasing-
ly radical in his political views,
which caused a severe rupture in
our friendship. I am still hurt by
what transpired because it turned
personal at one point. 

My friend has now written an
apology for his extremism and asked
for my forgiveness. I can’t help but
wonder whether, if  the political cli-
mate hadn’t changed, he would be
apologizing now. How do I forgive
my friend, and perhaps open a path
to a renewed friendship, while I still
feel this way? — NERVOUS ABOUT
THIS IN NEW YORK

Two board members
were re-elected to lead a
local theatre organization
and another was elected to
her first term.

During its annual meet-
ing Tuesday, Jay County
Civic Theatre re-elected JB
Goodrich to his third
three-year term and Casi
Avery to her second. Sarah
Lingo was elected to her
first term.

Other board members
are Ray Cooney, Lee
Osteen, Bev Wolford, Greg
Rittenhouse and Reid
Knuth.

Leaving the board was
Jason McGraw, who was
ineligible for re-election as
he had served three con-
secutive three-year terms.
McGraw, who has served 18
years on the board in all,
was invited to continue as
an advisory member to the
board. He will be presented
with gifts from the board
when it   meets in person
again.

Also at the meeting, the
board announced its award
of  the Tom Casey Memori-
al Scholarship to Jay Coun-
ty High School senior Han-
nah Littler.

On hold
Portland High School’s

alumni banquet for this
year has been put on hold
because of  the ongoing
coronavirus pandemic.

Organizers are encour-
aging each “honor class” to
move forward with their
own plans if  they choose to
have a gathering this year.

Exhibit opening
Minnetrista will host the

exhibit “Framed: Step into
Art” from Minnesota Chil-
dren’s Museum beginning
Saturday.

The Muncie organiza-
tion will present the exhib-
it that allows visitors to
“escape the world of  tradi-
tional gallery paintings
and interact with well-
known painters in exciting
three-dimensional envi-
ronments.” Children can

curate their own gallery,
draw self-portraits, take
part in an art/history hunt
and create a three-dimen-
sional pattern puzzles.

The exhibit will run
from Saturday through
Sept. 5.

For more information,
visit minnetrista.net or
call (765) 282-4848.

Fish for free
Indiana’s public waters

will be open for free fishing
this weekend.

Hoosiers can fish with-
out a license or
trout/salmon stamp Satur-
day and Sunday as a kick-
off  to National Fishing and
Boating Week, which runs
from June 5 through 13.
Fishing tips and videos can
be found at
on.IN.gov/learn2fish.

For more information,
visit on.IN.gov/fishfree.

Get into nature
Jay County Public

Library and Limberlost
State Historic Site will
team to host a nature event
at 10 a.m. June 14 at Loblol-
ly Marsh Nature Preserve.

The event led by Limber-
lost naturalist Curt Bur-
nette will include opportu-
nities for participants to
see and touch a variety of
biofacts and hike through
the Loblolly.

It is open to all ages, and
children must be accompa-
nied by an adult. Attendees
should wear closed-toed
shoes and bring bug spray
and sunscreen. Masks may
be required for part of  the
event.

The preserve is located
at 8323 N 250 West, Bryant.

To sign up, visit the
library or call (260) 726-
7890.

JCCT elects
board members

Taking
Note

Spouse removed wedding ring
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Dear
Abby

Photo provided

Flags retired
Pennville’s Memorial Day services were followed by a flag retirement ceremony at

Pennville Park. Pictured, Girl Scouts Makinsey Murphy (left), Karli Brown (second from right) and
Tessa Miller (right) and Eagle Scout Justice Murphy (center) fold a flag during the ceremony.
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Growing up, I was always one
of  the weird kids.

Maybe it was the video
games. Maybe it was the anime.
Maybe it was the fact I think a
little differently from others.

Perhaps it stemmed from a
lack of  confidence.

I’ll never forget the moment
when I put on my first pair of
glasses.

“You look like a nerd!” my
brother laughed.

Little brothers are great con-
fidence boosters.

I didn’t start caring about my
appearance until the beginning
of  high school, when the braces
came off  and I started wearing
contact lenses and makeup. It
felt like a metamorphosis of
some sort, both inward and
outward, and it was much
needed.

But in elementary and mid-
dle school, I was an obnoxious

and strange kid. It probably
didn’t help to have not-so-
trendy obsessions or interests,
specifically those that aren’t
socially acceptable once you
reach a certain age.

Take Nintendo, for example.
All the cool kids had a portable
Nintendo DS when I was in ele-
mentary school. There was
nothing like playing Mario
Party with your friends on the
bus ride home.

And then middle school hit.
Suddenly it was childish to be
trading Pokemon before class
started. We were “too old” for
Mario Kart and “too mature”

for the family marketed compa-
ny altogether.

All the boys flocked to XBox
and PlayStation because those
were the platforms teen guys
used. All the girls, well, there
weren’t a lot of  gamer girls at my
school. So already, I stuck out
like a sore thumb.

Even Whitley, my childhood
best friend, decided it was time
to move on from her Nintendo
phase. She gave me one of  her
Pokemon games and some of  her
cards and sold the rest of  her col-
lection.

I tried to fit in with the crowd.
I stopped taking my games to
school, and I pretended I thought
they were lame. But it wasn’t
effective. My little brother kept
drawing me back to the cringe
culture I so badly wanted to
shed. 

It wasn’t just Nintendo –– it
was the sum of  our childhood
interests. After all, most kids
stop playing with their toys after

a certain age. What happens
when a child doesn’t get to that
point? Do they ever really grow
up?

I remember warning him
when he got into middle school
he would be bullied for it. He
should be prepared, I advised.

Something in him must have
wanted to prove me wrong,
though, because he never went
through the “I’m too old for his”
phase.

One of  the traits I love most
about Myles is his authenticity.
I’ve never seen him phased by
peer pressure, and it’s something
I admire most about him. Per-
haps that’s why I decided it was
OK to show my real face to oth-
ers.

Near the end of  high school, I
started acting like myself  again.
I wasn’t afraid to tell classmates
about my favorite Japanese ani-
mation studio –– Studio Ghibli,
which is now owned by Disney –
– or my obsession with The Leg-

end of  Zelda. (Obsession is prob-
ably an understatement.)

Yeah, I was weird. I was also a
three-sport athlete and had
straight A’s. Weird, jock, nerd. I
fit in a lot of  boxes and, honestly,
I’m proud of  that. It helps me to
relate to more people.

Oddly enough, Nintendo gam-
ing isn’t a rare occurrence for
adults my age now. I have several
friends who own a Switch and
play on it regularly. 

And Whitley did ask for her
Pokemon game back eventually.
The franchise is cool as a kid,
taboo as a teen and nostalgic as a
young adult. It’s nice to know my
interest aged like a fine wine.

Flash forward to the present
day, and I’m still weird. Anyone
who knows me well enough will
tell you that. I embrace being dif-
ferent, though. After all, some of
the weirdest people are the same
ones who have built America’s
future in one way or another.

And that’s actually pretty cool.

Weird can actually be pretty cool

The Washington Post
Leaders of  the major

international health and
financial organizations
are sending an urgent
SOS to the Group of
Seven summit next week
in Britain: The global
pandemic response is lop-
sided. 

Rich nations are vacci-
nating people 30 times
faster than the poorer
countries.

Rectifying this
inequity is in everyone’s
interest, and requires
political willpower,
action and money.

The appeal from lead-
ers of  the World Health
Organization, World
Trade Organization,
World Bank and Interna-
tional Monetary Fund
was published in our
pages Monday. They say
that a commitment of  an
additional $50 billion
could feasibly end the
pandemic faster in the
developing world, save
lives and boost global
economic output. 

As the managing direc-
tor of  the IMF, Kristalina
Georgieva, put it at a
news conference, health
policy is now economic
policy, too. 

The leaders’ appeal is
based on an IMF staff
study by Ruchir Agarwal
and Gita Gopinath that
calls attention to the
risks of  highly unequal
health prospects for the
world, and proposes
measures to respond.
According to a new Rock-
efeller Foundation
report, half  of  Ameri-
cans and more than a
quarter of  Europeans
have received at least one
vaccine dose, but only
1.2% of  people in Africa,
4.8% in Asia and 14% in
South America are vacci-
nated. The longer the
pandemic lingers, the
greater a chance that
variants will arise and
potentially come back to
haunt everyone.

What’s needed now is
speed: ramping up the
vaccine effort to cover
40% of  the global popula-
tion this year and 60% by
the first half  of  next year,
in part by surging invest-
ment to vaccines and
other therapies in poorer
countries. 

The Covax facility,
aimed originally at vacci-
nating 20% of  the people
in these countries, could

raise its ambition to
nearly 30% if  it can meet
its campaign goal of  $8.3
billion in cash contribu-
tions at a summit hosted
by Japan on Tuesday.
Grants and cash, not
promises, are vital.
Covax was crimped
severely when the Serum
Institute of  India stopped
exporting doses because
of  the Indian second
wave, but Covax can still
deliver if  given more
help. The price tag seems
ridiculously low com-
pared to the costs of  a
raging pandemic.

Rich nations must
work harder to donate
surplus doses. The IMF
notes the United States
had an estimated 80 mil-
lion surplus vaccine
doses available to donate
as of  April (on May 17,
the administration
pledged to donate that
amount), and the U.S.
surplus stockpile will
grow to about 350 million
doses by August.

Unfortunately, money
alone isn’t enough. Man-
ufacturers are striving to
produce three times the
normal supply of  vac-
cines in a year. Supply
chains are critical: Vac-
cine production can
require more than 200
individual components,
and if  one falls short,
production can halt. New
manufacturing plants
have to be built around
the world, but the process
is exacting and time-con-
suming.

The fire is still raging,
and the G-7 leaders must
see it and respond.

Poor nations
need our help

By DAVID VON DREHLE
The Washington Post

What is more prosaic than time?
It marches with relentless regulari-

ty, tock after tick, hour after hour.
“Tomorrow and tomorrow and
tomorrow,” as Shakespeare put it,
“creeps in this petty pace from day to
day / To the last syllable of  recorded
time.” Yet even time writes a bit of
poetry now and then, as it did on June
2, 1941, when the circle of  Lou
Gehrig’s greatness closed precisely 16
years to the day after it began.

June 2, 1925, was the day Miller
Huggins, manager of  the New York
Yankees baseball club, made what he
hoped would be a permanent change
to his lineup, listing the strapping 21-
year-old Henry Louis Gehrig as his
starting first baseman. Huggins could
not have imagined how utterly his
hopes would be granted. Gehrig at
first for the Yankees became the epit-
ome of  permanence. Game after
game, season after season, this splen-
did athlete took the field. His record
of  2,130 consecutive starts set a mark
for endurance that stood for more
than half  a century.

First base, but second fiddle — the
greatest second fiddle in the history
of  sports. For it was Gehrig’s fate to
join the dynasty built around base-
ball’s ultimate superstar, Babe Ruth.
You might say Ruth put the “roar” in
the Roaring ‘20s, reflecting a world-
beating, hard-partying America back
to itself. Radio and film together cre-
ated a nation besotted by celebrity,
and Ruth was the prototype.

Ruth oozed a magnetic quality that
the 16th-century writer Castiglione
called “sprezzatura ... a certain non-
chalance, so as to conceal all art and
make whatever one does or says
appear to be without effort.” When
coupled with superhuman feats, such
as Ruth’s 60 home runs in 1927, this
insouciance seems godlike.

Gehrig was not godlike. He was
human, only better. “He just went out
and did his job every day,” said his
teammate, catcher Bill Dickey. When
Gehrig’s body was X-rayed late in life,
the assortment of  old fractures
revealed in the images told a story of
pain and grit. Once, a fastball to the
head knocked him unconscious for
an estimated five minutes. The next
game, there he was at first base.

Serviceable on defense, Gehrig was
magnificent at the plate, especially
with men on base and the chance to
drive them in. Eighty years after his
death, he still holds the American
League season record for runs batted
in. He and Mickey Mantle are the
only Yankees players to win the elu-
sive Triple Crown as hitters, leading
the league in batting average, home
runs and RBI in a season.

He is a hero for those of  us who
believe there is more to life than star-
dom, that greatness is not measured
by Nielsen ratings. Asked how he felt
about playing in Ruth’s shadow,
Gehrig replied with characteristic
modesty: “It’s a pretty big shadow. It
gives me lots of  room to spread
myself.”

Gehrig ended his streak in 1939,
when he benched himself  after strug-
gling to make a routine play. Doctors
at the Mayo Clinic diagnosed amy-
otrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), a
brutal disease, incurable, by which a
sound mind is gradually trapped,
then snuffed out, by paralysis. He had
been the first player in the modern

era to hit four home runs in a single
game — a possible fifth was stolen by
a great catch at the wall — yet
Gehrig’s finest moment on the field
came after the diagnosis. Honored by
his teammates and nearly 62,000 fans
on July 4, 1939, he delivered a speech
for the ages: “Today, I consider myself
the luckiest man on the face of  the
Earth.”

He was dead within two years, just
37 years old.

This year, Major League Baseball
began another great tradition: June 2
is henceforth Lou Gehrig Day. The
anniversary of  Gehrig’s death is an
opportunity, at a time when social
media “likes” and “followers” —
attention for attention’s sake — are
considered synonymous with influ-
ence, to reflect on the deeper influ-
ence of  a virtuous example. Stardom
is fleeting. When baseball fans voted
on a team of  the century in 1999, they
picked Gehrig first. Among the cardi-
nal virtues, according to the Stoics,
are courage and wisdom. Gehrig
teaches both.

The commemoration also seeks to
build support for the fight against
ALS, often known as Lou Gehrig’s
disease. My donation to the ALS
Association will be made this year in
honor of  Gehrig and of  a terrific
newspaperman and even better
friend, Timothy Clifford. Newsday of
the 1980s and early 1990s was a won-
der of  journalism, a first-rate paper
with the spunk of  a tabloid. The place
was stacked with talent, full of  fun,
wore its brains with ease and its
heart on its sleeve. Clifford was a per-
fect fit.

Though Tim could hardly speak
when last I saw him, his laugh was as
quick as ever, and his eyes still
danced. He died in December.

••••••••••
Von Drehle writes a twice-weekly col-

umn for The Post.

Day is a nod to greatness
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The Portland Police Department 
is accepting applications for 

TWO FULL-TIME 
SWORN POLICE OFFICERS

�e hiring process is open now through June 11, 2021. All applications 
must be turned in by June 11, 2021. Any late applications will not be 
accepted. Applicants must meet the entry level physical agility require-
ments mandated by the Indiana Law Enforcement Academy, which 
will be held on June 12th.
Upon the successful completion of the physical agility an interview 
process, background check, and a pre-employment voice stress will be 
conducted.
Bene�ts include a starting base salary of $46,391, an excellent insur-
ance plan of 90/10 coverage, a $500 deductible single and $750 deduct-
ible for family coverage, excellent dental coverage, and a Police/Fire 
1977 Retirement Fund pension.
Applications can be picked up at the Portland Police Department located 

at 319 N Meridian Street anytime or online at 

https://thecityofportland.net/Police-Department-Opening.

Continued from page 1
Barry and Elizabeth Hudson of

Portland have given more than
$500,000 toward the $2.4 million
capital campaign. Barry Hudson
choked back tears Thursday
afternoon while explaining that
his father, Fred, in the 1970s pur-
chased the property where the
visual arts building is now being
completed in hopes of  making it
the new location of  First Nation-
al Bank, noting that everything
seems to have come full circle.

Elizabeth Hudson referred to
the naming as “humbling.”

“We were just both dumbfound-
ed,” added Barry. “Feelings run
deep and I get too emotional to
talk about it.”

John and Gretchen Young have
committed more than $260,000
toward the project, which
includes the construction of  the
new visual arts building and ren-
ovations to the existing facility
with structural repairs, expan-
sion of  the lobby and ticketing
area, creation of  additional
music rehearsal space and a vari-

ety of  new equipment. Their con-
tributions included a $200,000
matching gift in November that
helped push the campaign to the
point that work could begin and a
new $50,000 matching grant that
was announced Thursday. (Thus
far, Arts Place has raised almost
$2.28 million toward its $2.4 mil-
lion goal.)

John Young, who celebrated
his 88th birthday at the event
Thursday, said he appreciated
how the initial gift was handled.

“It just became a very mean-
ingful way to remember my
wife,” said Young with tears in
his eyes.

He explained that Gretchen,
who died March 26, was an early
advocate behind Arts Place exec-
utive director Eric Rogers.

“As a long-haired hippy when
Eric came to town, I thought
there was no way,” Young said.
“But she thought there was a
way.”

Mindy and Rob Weaver —
Mindy was also president of  the
Arts Place board for most of  the

renovation process and served as
chair of  the capital campaign —
kept their donation amount
anonymous but noted the impor-
tance of  the organization and its
facilities to the community.

“The project just means a lot to
me,” said Mindy Weaver. “I think
it’s a valuable addition. To be able
to offer more classes and more
opportunities will be really nice.

“So, just to be part of  that is
great. To have our name on some-
thing is nice too.”

The Hudsons, Weavers and
John Young all emphasized the
value of  the music lessons, art
classes and other opportunities
Arts Place provides to the com-
munity.

Construction on the renovation
and expansion is expected to be
complete by the end of  June with
only finishing touches such as
painting, cleaning, equipment
and signs remaining.

Arts Place plans to hold several
events, including a public open
house, in October to celebrate the
completion of  the project.

“The project is getting very
close to being complete,” said
Rogers. “And I just want to

thank all of  you for your big
roles in making this project pos-
sible.”

Names ...

Intersection collision
Damage is estimated

between $10,000 and $25,000
after a Portland man failed to
see oncoming traffic at the
intersection of  Lincoln Street
and Ben Hawkins Ave. about
6:33 p.m. Thursday.

Seth D. Runyon, 34, was driv-
ing his 2006 Dodge Magnum
north on Ben Hawkins Ave. and
stopped at the intersection
with Lincoln St. Runyon failed
to notice the 1995 Ford Ranger,
driven by 18-year-old Sheldon
L. Eley of  Portland, driving
west on Lincoln St., according
to a Portland Police Depart-
ment report. He then proceed-

ed into the intersection. Both
vehicles collided and were later
towed.

Semi struck
A Portland man drove into

the rear end of  a semi truck on
U.S. 27 about 11:30 a.m. Wednes-
day. 

Mark L. DeHoff, 45, was driv-
ing his 2002 Toyota Camry
south on the highway. He later
told Portland Police Depart-
ment he had just left the bank
and was transferring money
from a bank envelope to his
wallet. He didn’t notice the 2012
Freightliner Cascadia 125, driv-
en by 35-year-old Justin M.

Hummel of  Monroe, stopped
and preparing to turn onto Lin-
coln Ave.

DeHoff ’s vehicle collided
with the back of  the semi-trac-
tor registered to Pioneer Pack-
aging of  Portland. The Toyota
was later towed. Damage is
estimated between $5,000 and
$10,000.

Off the road
A Portland woman’s vehicle

was ran off  the road by an
unidentified driver at 12:31
p.m. Wednesday. 

Michaella M. Iles, 23, was
driving north on Meridian
Street near Votaw St. when

another vehicle attempted to
merge into her lane. The other
vehicle struck Iles’ 2014 Mazda
3 and caused her to hit the
curb. The other driver contin-
ued northbound and left the
scene. Damage is estimated
between $1,000 and $2,500.

Deer hit
Deer caused three accidents

in Jay County this week.
Karen S. Short, 46, Fort

Wayne, was driving her 2006
Volkswagen Jetta north on the
highway near Treaty Line Road
about 10:20 p.m. Wednesday
when the animal ran in front of
her vehicle. Damage is estimat-

ed between $10,000 and $25,000.
Stacy L. Harris, 43, Pennville,

was driving her 2017 Toyota
Camry east on West Seventh
Street before the intersection
with Blaine Pike about 11 a.m.
Thursday when a deer ran
across the road. She was
unable to avoid the collision,
with damage estimated
between $2,500 and $5,000.

Gabriel L. Blankenship, 20,
Dunkirk, was driving his 2004
Honda Odyssey east on county
road 400 South when his vehi-
cle collided with a deer on the
road. His Honda was towed,
with damage estimated
between $10,000 and $25,000.

By KEVIN FREKING
Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
House Democrats released
a plan Friday for spending
$547 billion over the next
five years on road, mass
transit and rail projects, a
blueprint for what they
want parts of  President
Joe Biden’s broader infra-
structure proposal to look
like. 

The proposal from Rep.
Peter DeFazio, the Demo-
cratic chairman of  the
House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee,
is a policy bill that contin-
ues existing programs set
to expire and with key
pieces of  a larger measure
President Joe Biden and
Republicans are negotiat-
ing.

Biden is holding another
round of  talks Friday with
the lead Senate Republi-
can negotiator, Sen. Shel-
ley Moore Capito of  West
Virginia. In his meeting
earlier this week with

Capito, Biden offered tax
concessions aimed at
reaching a bipartisan com-
promise on his overall
infrastructure proposal.

The two sides are at odds
over how to pay for infra-
structure projects, with
Republicans ruling out
higher corporate taxes and
the White House rejecting
a GOP proposal to use
unspent COVID-19 relief
funds.

Biden proposed a 15%
minimum tax on corpora-
tions — there’s no mini-
mum tax now on corporate
profits — and the possibili-
ty of  additional revenues
from increased IRS
enforcement.

He is seeking roughly $1
trillion in new infrastruc-
ture spending, down from
an initial pitch of  $2.3 tril-
lion. Senate Republicans
have countered with only
$257 billion in additional
spending on infrastruc-
ture as part of  a $928 bil-
lion package. 

DeFazio’s legislation, a
reauthorization of  surface
transportation programs
set to expire Sept. 30, does-
n’t address how to pay for
the projects. He tacked on
major investments in pas-
senger and freight rail,
key pieces of  Biden’s $1.7
trillion American Jobs
Plan within his commit-
tee’s jurisdiction.

Capsule Reports

House Dems unveil plan

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Former Portland resident John Young, who now lives
in Zionsville, celebrated his 88th birthday during an Arts Place
luncheon Thursday during which it was announced that the
music wing of the facility in Portland will be named in honor of
he and his late wife Gretchen.

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) —
Indiana’s largest hospital
system, Indiana Universi-
ty Health, will require all
its doctors, nurses and
other employees to be
fully vaccinated against
COVID-19 by Sept. 1.

IU Health announced
the policy Tuesday in a
statement that said vac-
cines are a safe, effective
way to protect patients
and help reduce the
spread of  the coronavirus.
The health system added
that it’s required the flu
vaccine since 2012, along
with several other vac-
cines as a condition of
employment.

In 2013, IU Health fired
eight employees, includ-
ing three nurses, for refus-
ing to get a flu vaccina-
tion, the Indianapolis
Business Journal report-
ed.

IU Health said employ-

ees will be allowed to
apply for a deferral or
exemption from the
COVID-19 vaccine based
on medical or religious
reasons, and those appli-
cations will be reviewed
on an individual basis.

The COVID-19 vaccina-
tion requirement will
affect more than 3,000 doc-
tors and 31,585 other
employees, from adminis-
trators and billing clerks
to therapists and nurses’
aides, who work in IU
Health’s 15 hospitals and
dozens of  outpatient clin-
ics.

IU Health said weeks
ago that it was only rec-
ommending, not requir-
ing, that employees get a
COVID-19 vaccination, but
added that it was continu-
ing to review the policy.

IU Health’s COVID-19
vaccination announce-
ment came the same
day Indiana University
announced that it had
modified its COVID-19 vac-
cination requirement to
make it optional that stu-
dents and employees pro-
vide proof  of  getting the
shots.

School officials changed
IU’s COVID-19 policy fol-
lowing protests from
many state officials.

IU Health to
require vaccine

Welcomed,
elected

Portland Vocational
Women recently welcomed
new members and elected
offices. Pictured above right
are new members Carri
Hartzell, Stephanie Harris
and Bonnie Foreman. Below
right are officers Sharon
Griffith (front) and, back row
from left, Stephanie Harris,
Anita Alberson-Boice and
Shirley Grus.

Photos provided

Policy goes
into effect
on Sept. 1

Proposal calls for $547 billion
in infrastructure spending
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CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

ANNUAL PLANT SALE
Corner of 200 South and
Como Rd. All perennials.
Ten varities of daylilies,
Catmint, Coneflowers,
Cornflowers, Hostas,
Salvia, Black-eyed
susans and more. Also
farmhouse garden decor.
Fri & Sat June 4th & 5th
9-5, 6224 W 200 S  
BLOOMFIELD COMMU-
NITY Garage Sales,
June 4th -5th, 9am-5pm.
Several locations. North
of Portland on 150 West,
Watch for signs, Rain-
Shine. 
409 E 7TH ST Portland.
Friday 9:30-6 Saturday
9:30-2pm. Toys, Stamp-
ing, Scrapbooking, Indi-
an Items, Books, Kitchen
items, Table, Chairs,
Bicycle  

60 SERVICES

EVERMAN STUMP
GRINDING LLC STUMP
GRINDING AVAILABLE!
Fully insured! Call for a
free quote today 419-
953-6145  
J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

E & M BLACKSMITH
SHOP

10th Annual 
Consignment Auction 
Saturday, June 5, 2021 

8:30 a.m.
2404W 350S, Berne, IN
Horses; Ponies; Horse-
Drawn Machinery; Pro-
duce Equipment; Bug-
gies; Harness Carts;
New Tack Saddles;

Shop Tools; Lawn/Gar-
den Tools; Sausage
Grinder/Stuffers;

New/Used Furniture;
Washing Machines; Hay,

Straw, Firewood. 
Accepting consignments
every evening that week 
from 4pm-8pm and all

day 
Thursday, June 3rd/Fri-
day, June 4th from 7am-

8pm. 
Auctioneers 

John P. Troyer 
AU10900141 
Lonnie Miller 
AU10300135 

Also with J. S. Auctions 
AU10700049 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located at 103 E State
Road 28 Deerfield, Indi-

ana on 
Friday Afternoon
JUNE 11, 2021
AT 4:30 P.M.
REAL ESTATE

Ranch style 2-3 bed-
room home with 1284
square feet of living
area.  Property has a
detached 24’ x 40’

garage and sets on a
113’ x 165’ lot.  Property
would make a good

starter home or a rental.
10% nonrefundable

deposit day of sale with
balance due at closing.
Seller will provide Own-
ers Title Insurance and a
Warranty Deed.  Buyer
will assume taxes due
and payable in Novem-
ber 2021 and thereafter.
Any inspections must be
made prior to sale day
and are at potential buy-
ers expense.  Any state-
ments made day of sale
take precedence over

previously written or oral
matter.  Owner confirma-

tion day of sale.    
BOAT - VEHICLES  -

TOOLS – OLD ITEMS –
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
15’ Capri boat with 85 hp
motor and trailer;Stihl
M5180C chain saw;
Benzlou MC-08-50B
moped; Garden King
roto tiller; Lincoln 225
amp welder; 6’ cx 10’
trailer frame;  milk can;
tree trimmer; small com-
pressor; Frigidaire side
by side refrigerator;(2)

wood stoves;lot of scrap;
wood ladders; and many
other items not listed.

James & Tammy Suttles
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 
260-726-2700
Auctioneers 

Gary Loy AU01031608 
Ben Lyons AU10700085 

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Troy Foust AU19800068  
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located in Marion and
Irene Bubp Exhibit Hall ,

Jay County Fair-
grounds, Portland, IN
Sunday afternoon

June 6, 2021 at 12:00
P.M. 

OLD AND COLLEC-
TORS ITEMS - HOUSE-

HOLD 
4 drawer dresser with
claw feet, Cedar lined
blanket chest, 3 draw
marble top dresser with
handkerchief boxes and

mirror, Hisense flat
screen TV, Bentwood

straight chair, 
LARGE ASSORTMENT
OF COMIC BOOKS

Archie, Flintstones, Tom
& Jerry, to name just a
few, Baseball cards,
Pyrex, Tupperware,
Goodyear semi with

Trailer, Lots of Jewelry,
Cast Iron skillets, Ameri-
can doll, Schwinn 26’
girls bicycle.  GUNS-

InterArms 357 magnum
revolver pistol, Nef

Gardner Model R73-H &
R 32 Magnum revolver
pistol, Winchester Model
9422M-22 magnum

lever action with scope,
Winchester Model 94 “
Legendary Lawman”
30/30 lever rifle, Gun
parts, small amount of
Ammunition, and much

more not listed. 
DON CLARK 
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 
260-726-2700
Auctioneers 

Gary Loy AU01031608 
Ben Lyons AU10700085 

Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Troy Foust

AU19800068  
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

ROD PENROD, LICENSED AGENT

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Drug Plans
Medicare Advantage
Senior Life Insurance

Local Agent

260-418-9492

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Hi and Lois

Agnes

Rose is Rose

Peanuts

SPEED BUMP Dave Coverly

Beetle Bailey

Snuffy Smith

Blondie

Funky Winkerbean

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, June 5th,

2021 
Time 10:00 A. M. 

Located 17101 State
Route 167, Dunkirk, IN 

ANTIQUES
Metal toy trucks, Die-

cast cars,
Porcelain/Metal/Card-

board/Canvas signs, Old
gas cans, Old bicycles,
Camel-back and other
trunks, Crocks and jugs,
Round cherry dining
room table with exten-
sions/6 chairs/Matching
hutch, Large lot of primi-
tive tools, Commemora-
tive coins, Old stamps,
Comic books POWER
EQUIPMENT-SHOP
TOOL John Deere
LT133 Riding mower
with 32’ cut, Craftsman
radial arm saw, Forney
easy-weld 20p Plasma
cutter, Generator with

Wisconsin Engine, Sala-
manders, Pepsi

machine. 
SKID-LOADER

ATTACHMENTS-LOGS-
MISCELLANEOUS 

Pro-tech 10’ Snow Box,
1998 Buick Century (for
parts), Chrome rims and
tires, Small utility trailer,
and much more items

not listed. 
OWNER: Eric Bowler 
Statements made sale
day take precedence

over written ad.
Shawver Auctioneering 

and Real Estate 
AC31800004 

AUCTIONEERS 
Pete D. Shawver

AU19700040
260-726-5587
Zane Shawver 
AU10500168 
260-729-2229 

More photos available at
www.auctionzip.com &
www.auctionsoft.com  
PUBLIC AUCTION
Located:  Farmer’s
Building, Jay County

Fairgrounds
Saturday Morning June

12th, 2021
10:00  A.M. 

GARDEN TRACTORS –
TOOLS – OLD ITEMS
Wheel Horse Comman-
do garden tractor; Wheel
Horse C 175 tractor with
deck; Wheel Horse 312
– 8 tractor (parts); Pro-
line 118 garden tractor;
Kawasaki FB460V

engine; Briggs & Strat-
ton 16.5 hp engine; Brig-

gs & Stratton 8 hp
engine;Craftsman 3 sec-
tion tool box; air tools;
come-along; Wheel

Horse and Kohler manu-
als; Tri State belt buck-
les; Coke thermometer;

Craftsman work
bench;oil cans; metal
car ramps;  and many
other items not listed.
Dan Burkey, Deceased

By Barb Burkey
Loy Auction

AC#31600027 
260-726-2700
Auctioneers 

Gary Loy AU01031608 
Ben Lyons AU10700085 

Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Troy Foust

AU19800068 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, June 12th,

2021 
Time 9:00 A. M. 

Located 3430 W State
Route 67, Portland, IN 
TOY TRACTORS,
FARM EQUIPMENT,
SEMIS, & DIECAST

CARS
John Deere - 4010

Diesel, G BW with Flair
Box Wagon, Oliver –

244, 1555, 1655, 1855,
& Spirit of Oliver, Far-
mall, Ford – 8N with

Wagon, Large Lot of Toy
Farm Equipment, Metal
& Plastic Fire Trucks,
Semi-trucks & Trailers,
Die cast Cars.  NOTE:
Approximately 1,000

pieces of toys & majority
are NIB!

WHEEL HORSE TRAC-
TORS – LAWN & GAR-

DEN - SHOP
(2) Wheel Horse C-120
Garden Tractor w/ 38 in
deck, Wheel Horse 520-
14 Garden Tractor, Sev-
eral Wheel Horse Parts
& Accessories including
Literature & Books,

Large Lot of Shop Tools
including

Sockets/Wrenches/Pow
er Tools,  2008 Buick
Lacrosse with 3800
Series 3 Engine, and

65,200 miles.
ANTIQUES – FURNI-
TURE - HOUSEHOLD
3-Wheeled Bicycle, Van-
ity w/ Mirror, Cane-bot-
tom Rocking Chair, 

NOTE: Large Auction,
several items not men-
tioned, will be running 2

auction rings!
Terms on Personal
Property: Cash-Good
Check-Credit Card

OWNER: Norma Culy
Statements made sale
day take precedence

over written ad.
Shawver Auctioneering 

and Real Estate 
AC31800004 

AUCTIONEERS 
Pete D. Shawver

AU19700040
260-726-5587
Zane Shawver 
AU10500168 
260-729-2229 

More photos available at
www.auctionzip.com &
www.auctionsoft.com

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

EXPERIENCED SEMI
DRIVER needed in Port-
land, IN. Monday-Friday
dedicated run only,
$0.60/mile, 2500-3000
miles/week. Lots of ben-
efits included. Call
260.251.7839 or email
customerservice@tjx-
pservice.com $2000
SIGN ON BONU 
WANTED Amish crew
looking for a person to
drive and work. Leave
message 260-750-1004
CDL OTR DRIVER -
FLEXIBLE home times.
2019 Coronado 13 spd /
Cascadia/Auto. Can get
$1500+ weekly. 3 yrs.
CDL exp. req. RGN, SD
exp. helpful. All miles,
drops, downtime, and
weekends paid if out.
Call 260- 273-1245  

ADVERTISING
ACCOUNT

Representative(s)
Full & Part-Time. 

Seeking a hard-working,
motivated, self-starter
with a winning attitude
who enjoys a challenge
and will attract new

clients to print and digi-
tal media. 

Responsibilities: Devel-
op and manage revenue
producing relationships
with current clients and
agencies. Prospect for
new business and build

a full pipeline of sales
products. Analyze client
marketing goals and
develop needs based
solutions to achieve
them. Qualifications:

Strong problem solving
and analytical skills.
Have basic computer
skills. Be able to work
on a deadline. Have
good communications
skills. Be organized and
have a positive attitude.
Be able to pay attention

to detail. 
Have reliable transporta-

tion & valid driver
license.

Prior experience with
digital & print advertising
sales experience pre-

ferred but not necessary,
we will train. 

Apply in person along
with your resume or mail
in your resume to: The
Commercial Review

PO Box 1049, 
309 W. Main St.,
Portland, IN 47371 

Attn: Business Manager
or e-mail gpcbusi-

ness@embarqmail.com 
RETAIL SALES days,
nights & weekends.
Clean work environment,
good hourly pay. Must be
21 or older. Apply @
Northside Carry Out,
1226 N. Meridian, Port-
land, IN. Attn: Ruth 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

TRIPLE J FARMS CUS-
TOM BAILING For cus-
tom hay mowing, raking
or bailing and straw for
sale call Joe 260-251-
9271 
AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631.

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m  
PIEDMONT APART-
MENTS, 778 W 7th
Street, Portland, Indiana,
accepting applications
for 1, 2, 3 bedroom
apartments, no applica-
tion fee. Rent base on
30% of your gross
income. Call 260-726-
2920, TDD 800-743-
3333. This is an Equal
Opportunity Housing
Complex. This institution
is an Equal Opportunity
Provider and Employer. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

√ Out
The CR
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www.thecr.com

READ  THE CR THEN RECYCLE

– Our E-MAIL Addresses Are–

NEWS - news@thecr.com
SPORTS - sports@thecr.com

CLASSIFIEDS - classifieds@thecr.com
ADVERTISING - ads@thecr.com

COMMERCIAL PRINTING -
print@thecr.com

BUSINESS - business@thecr.com
DELIVERY - delivery@thecr.com

Website: www.thecr.com

The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery

Comments or

Problems?

Call our 

Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday: 6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review

309 West Main St., Portland.

Front Office Hours:

Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

T   
    

Public Notice
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

On or about June 25, 2021,
the City of Portland intends
to apply to the Indiana Of-
fice of Community and Ru-
ral Affairs for a grant from
the State Community Devel-
opment Block Grant (CDBG)
program Community Focus
Fund. This program is
funded by Title I of the fed-
eral Housing and Commu-
nity Development Act of
1974, as amended. These
funds are to be used for a
community development
project that will include the
following activities: Re-
placement of a stormwater
tile from Arch Street to the
Salamonie River on Merid-
ian Street. The total amount
of CDBG funds to be re-
quested is $600,000.  The
amount of CDBG funds pro-
posed to be used for activi-
ties that will benefit low-
and moderate-income per-
sons is $310,560.00. The Ap-
plicant also proposes to ex-
pend an estimated
$865,300.00 in non-CDBG
funds on the project. These
non-CDBG funds will be de-
rived from cash on hand
provided by the City of Port-
land - $515,300 and Portland
Redevelopment Commission
- $350,000.

The City of Portland will
hold a public hearing on
June 15, 2021, at 4:00 PM, in
the Council Chambers at the
Portland Fire Department
to provide interested par-
ties an opportunity to ex-
press their views on the pro-
posed federally funded
CDBG project. Persons with
disabilities or non-English
speaking persons who wish
to attend the public hearing
and need assistance should
contact Jodi Hayes, Jay
County Development Corpo-
ration, 118 S. Meridian Str,

Portland, IN 47371, 260/726-
9311 not later than June 11,
2021. Every effort will be
made to make reasonable
accommodations for these
persons.
Information related to this
project will be available for
review prior to the public
hearing as of June 4, 2021 at
the office of the City of Port-
land located at 321 N.
Meridian Str, Portland, IN
47371 between the hours of
8:30 AM to 4:30 PM. Inter-
ested citizens are invited to
provide comments regard-
ing these issues either at the
public hearing or by prior
written statement. Written
comments should be submit-
ted to Jodi Hayes, Jay
County Development Corpo-
ration, 118 S. Meridian Str,
Portland, IN 47371 no later
than June 14, 2021 in order
to ensure placement of such
comments in the official
record of the public hearing
proceedings. A plan to mini-
mize displacement and pro-
vide assistance to those dis-
placed has been prepared
by the City of Portland and
is also available to the pub-
lic. This project will result
in no displacement of any
persons or businesses. For
additional information con-
cerning the proposed pro-
ject, please contact Jodi
Hayes at 260/726-9311 be-
tween the hours of 8:30 AM
to 4:30 PM Monday through
Friday or write to Jodi
Hayes, Jay County Develop-
ment Corporation, 118 S.
Meridian Str, Portland, IN
47371.
CR 6-4-2021-HSPAXLP
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Donation to Daniels
Vicki Daniels, far right, accepts a $500 check from Jay County Visitor and Tourism

Bureau director Gyneth Augsburge, second from right, in support of the Indiana State Judo
Competition set for Saturday at Jay County High School. The event is from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
is free and open to the public. At far left is Judan Judo instructor Brad Daniels, and pictured are
their students.

Local schedule
Today

Fort Recovery — Track state finals at
Westerville North – 3 p.m. 

Portland Rockets vs. Fort Wayne Jack-
ers – 7:15 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Girls track state finals at

Ben Davis – 3 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Track state finals at

Westerville North – 3 p.m.
Portland Rockets doubleheader vs.

South Bend Royals – 1 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

9 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Los Angeles
Clippers at Dallas Mavericks, Game 6
(ESPN)

Saturday

7:15 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
Chicago Cubs at San Francisco Giants
(FOX)

7:30 p.m. — NBA Playoffs: Milwau-
kee Bucks at Brooklyn Nets, Game 1
(TNT)

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
Booker and Paul stayed

strong in the fourth quar-
ter, and Phoenix ended a
decade of  hoops frustra-
tion in the Valley of  the
Sun with the clinching vic-
tory of  Booker’s first
career playoff  series.

“It certainly is cool to
beat the defending
champs, for sure,”
Phoenix coach Monty
Williams said. “But you
can only hold onto that for
so long, and now you have
to move towards another
worthy opponent.”

Davis returned to the
Lakers’ starting lineup
after missing the second
half  of  Game 4 and all of
Game 5, but the eight-time
All-Star played less than 5
1/2 minutes before being
sidelined again by his
groin injury.

Booker and the Suns
surged to a 29-point lead in
the first half, but the Lak-
ers trimmed it to 10 mid-
way through the fourth
quarter. Paul, Mikal
Bridges and Crowder all
hit big shots down the
stretch to make sure the
lead never went to single
digits.

Dennis Schröder scored
20 points and Kentavious
Caldwell-Pope had 19 for
the Lakers, who won’t get

to properly celebrate a title
in front of  their wild home
fans this summer after last
October’s sterile victory in
the Florida bubble. The
Lakers were 21-6 before
they lost Davis and then
James to long-term
injuries starting on Valen-
tine’s Day, and the champs
never regained their best
form.

“It never really felt good.
but the competitive nature
in me wanted to go out
there and help the team as
best as I could,” Davis
said. “My body didn’t
agree. … Injuries played a
big part in putting us in
the position we’re in. It
wasn’t the same this year.
We just couldn’t have our
full product on the floor.”

Even with a healthy
Davis, the Lakers would
have hard-pressed to keep
up on Booker’s latest
evening of  brilliance.

Booker hit all six of  his
3-point attempts and went
8 for 9 overall while the
Suns took a 36-14 lead after
one quarter. The six-year
veteran showed none of
the shakiness from earlier
in the series against the
Lakers, shredding the
NBA’s best defensive team
with his silky-smooth
jumper and heady penetra-
tion.

Eliminate ...
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Grab Saturday’s paper for
a preview of the
IHSAA track state finals

Visit thecr.com for the
latest breaking news and

to view photo galleries

Five players had three
or more hits in leading
Matt’s Garage to a 12-1 tri-
umph over Williams Auto
Parts on Thursday in
PJL’s Rookie baseball divi-
sion.

Ethan Peterson led the
way for Matt’s by going 4-
for-4 with four singles and
two RBIs. Lavaughn Bal-
lard and Liam Ridenour
both had three singles and
three RBIs, as Lexton
Dakin doubled, singled
twice and drove in three
runs.

Josiah Sager collected
three RBIs on three sin-
gles.

Liam Schreiber led
Williams with three sin-
gles and accounted for the
team’s lone RBI. Ethan
Wilson added two hits, and
Parker Huntsman, Hay-
den Franks and Leo Page
all had one single. 

Scott lifts PG
Brayden Scott drove in

the winning run as PG-14
won back-to-back games
by edging Flamespray
Machine Service 6-5 on
Thursday in Portland Jun-
ior League’s Willie Mays
division.

Scott finished with two

singles and two RBIs.
Grant Fennig chipped in
three singles and an RBI,
Benson Armstrong double
and knocked in a pair of
runs, while Alex Hunts-
man and Kendall Glessner
each singled.

Fennig struck out six
batters pitching, while
Sam Wiggings notched
four Ks.

Inman stays perfect
Inman U-Loc remained

undefeated against their
Willie Mays opponents
Thursday by defeating
Kiwanis 6-1.

Mitchel Byrum and
Laden Dakin both had a
pair of  singles in the win
for Inman, which also got
a home run from Hunter
Fields, a triple from Bryce
Weigand and a double by
Gavin Byrum. Eli Howell
collected a two-run single.

Jace Vance led Kiwanis
by going 2-for-2 with a dou-
ble and a single.

Matt’s blows by
Williams, 12-1

Junior League
roundup

By SAMUEL PETREQUIN 
and JEROME PUGMIRE 
AP Sports Writer

PARIS — Amid an unusu-
al silence on an empty cen-
ter court at the French
Open, defending champion
Rafael Nadal celebrated his
35th birthday with some-
thing very familiar: anoth-
er victory against Richard
Gasquet.

Nadal won 6-0, 7-5, 6-2
against Gasquet to improve
to 17-0 for his career against
the Frenchman since they
first met in 2004. Gasquet
hasn’t even won a set in the
past 12 losses to Nadal and
not since 2008.

There were no fans on
Court Philippe Chatrier to
witness Nadal’s 102nd vic-
tory at Roland Garros, with
all leaving by 9 p.m.
because of  coronavirus
rules.

The 13-time champion
won the first set in 24 min-
utes. 

“I think I played an amaz-
ing first set,” Nadal said. “I
don’t feel that Richard was
playing that bad to have
that score, but I didn’t miss
that much.”

Gasquet rallied from 5-2
in the next set to reach 5-5,
but missed an easy volley at
the net in the 12th game.
Nadal broke him again to
take the second set.

Nadal won on his second
match point, joining Bjorn
Borg, Novak Djokovic,
Roger Federer and Ivan
Lendl in owning 17-0
records against an oppo-
nent in the Open era. The
top-ranked Djokovic and
Federer — who even has
two 17-0 records — earlier
reached the third round.

Nadal wasn’t too both-
ered by finishing at nearly
11:30 p.m in humid condi-
tions.

“The main thing is to feel
myself  playing well,” he
said.

The third-seeded Nadal
seeks a record 21st major
to move one clear of  Feder-
er, and next faces unseeded
Cameron Norrie.

In women’s play, top-
ranked Ash Barty retired
from her second-round
match, leaving the tourna-
ment without its top two
women’s seeds and any of
the top three women in the
rankings.

Defending champion Iga
Swiatek breezed through
to the third round, howev-
er, beating Rebecca Peter-
son 6-1, 6-1 on Court
Simonne-Mathieu. The No.
8-seeded Pole next faces
No. 30 Anett Kontaveit. 

Swiatek, who turned 20
Monday, is looking to
become the first woman to
win consecutive Roland
Garros titles since Justine
Henin won her third
straight in 2007.

Barty, the 2019 champi-
on, trailed 6-1, 2-2 when she
signaled that she couldn’t
continue against Polish
opponent Magda Linette
on Court Philippe Chatri-
er.

“I was battling the pain,
and it just became too
severe, and like I said, was
becoming unsafe,” Barty
said of  the injury that had
flared up during training
before the tournament.

Federer beat Marin Cilic
6-2, 2-6, 7-6 (4), 6-2 for his
ninth win in 10 meetings
against the big-serving
Croat and fifth in majors. 

“I think I played a really
good match, I surprised
myself  a bit. I didn’t think
I could play at this level for
2 ½ hours against Marin,”
Federer said. “It shows I
have something in reserve,
I have some energy left and
that’s really good for my
confidence.”

The eighth-seeded Feder-
er next faces unseeded
Dominik Koepfer.

Nadal reaches
third round

The Commercial Review/Chris Schanz

Collins corrals
Portland Rockets second baseman Noah Collins corrals a ground ball during the first

game of a doubleheader against the Midland Tribe on Saturday at Portland Memorial Park’s
Runkle-Miller Field. The Rockets lost, 4-1, the first of four straight losses to the Tribe over the
weekend. The Rockets are at home tonight at 7:15 p.m. against the Fort Wayne Jackers.

By GREG BEACHAM
AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES — Devin Book-
er has a tattoo on his forearm of
the message that Kobe Bryant
wrote for him on a pair of  shoes
after they faced each other at Sta-
ples Center six years ago: “Be leg-
endary.”

Back in the house his idol built
with a chance to secure his first
team playoff  success, Booker put
on a performance worthy of  the
Black Mamba’s legend and pro-
pelled the Phoenix Suns onward
in the postseason.

Booker scored 22 of  his 47

points in a phenomenal first
quarter, and the Suns won their
first playoff  series since 2010,
eliminating the defending NBA
champion Los Angeles Lakers
with a 113-100 victory in Game 6
on Thursday night.

After hitting eight 3-pointers,
grabbing 11 rebounds and going
a stunning 15 for 22 from the
field, Booker cast his eyes up at
Bryant’s two retired numbers as
he left the floor amid the cheers
from a small, vocal road rooting
section. Kobe is never far from
Booker’s mind on the court, but
his breakthrough playoff  game

felt like a testimonial to Booker.
“Honestly, I was thinking

about Kobe and the conversa-
tions we had,” Booker said.
“About what we went through,
and the postseason, and being
legendary and taking the steps to
get there. Seeing that 8 and 24 up
there, with the lighting Staples
has, it’s like it was shining down
on you. I know he was here
tonight, and I know he was
proud.”

Afterward in the arena tunnel,
Booker got a signed jersey from
another hero and mentor:
LeBron James, who could only

marvel at his up-and-coming
friend’s brilliance in Game 6.

“I love everything about D-
Book,” James said. “We’ve had
numerous conversations in the
past. When you want to be leg-
endary in this game, you’ve got to
continue to improve not only
your game, but also as a man. All
the conversations we’ve had, I
can tell he’s soaked them up and
is using them to his advantage.”

Jae Crowder scored 18 points
for the second-seeded Suns, who
won three consecutive games to
send James to a first-round series
loss for the first time in his 18-

year NBA career.
Phoenix will meet Denver in

the second round. Game 1 is Mon-
day in Phoenix.

Chris Paul had eight points
and 12 assists for the Suns, who
jumped to a huge early advantage
in the opening minutes of  Game
6 while Anthony Davis struggled
and eventually left due to his
groin injury.

Although the Suns lost much
of  their early 29-point lead, they
patiently held off  the Lakers and
James, who had 29 points, nine
rebounds and seven assists.

See Eliminate page 7

Booker, Suns eliminate champion Lakers


