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Emma Crouse, 87, Port-
land
Jacqueline Schlechty, 84,

Portland
Chris Dugan, 64, Portland
Larry Newland, 61, Port-

land
Alberta Bowen, 94,

Dunkirk
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  27 Monday. The
low was 14.

Tonight’s low will be in the
mid-20s with winds gusting to
30 miles per hour. Skies will be
partly sunny Wednesday with
the high climbing to near 40
and winds up to 25 mph.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

One new candidate filed
Monday to run for election in
Jay County. Emily Franks of
Portland filed to run for the
Republican nomination for
county auditor. Current audi-
tor Anna Culy is not eligible to
run for re-election because she
has served two consecutive
terms.

Wednesday —Results from
the opening round of  the
ACAC basketball tourna-
ments.

Friday — Jay County High
School will host a show choir
competition Saturday.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371

The Commercial Review

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

DUNKIRK — The city
is considering increases
in its utility rates.

Dunkirk City Council
on Monday voted to take
the first step toward
increasing its water and
sewer rates by 2% each.

Mayor Jack Robbins
presented information to
council about the possi-
ble rate increases in
accordance with the five-
year utility plan the city
developed in 2019. The
plan calls for incremen-
tal annual increases to
the rates in an effort to
both build up funds for
capital improvements
and avoid the need for a
large rate increase in the
future.

The 2% increases
would move base rates:

•to $22.92 per month for
water from the current
$22.48, an increase of  54
cents.

•to $16.07 per month
from the current $15.76,
an increase of  31 cents.

Council members and
other local officials dis-
cussed the increases,
with council president
Jesse Bivens expressing
support. He reiterated
the reason for imple-
menting the utility plan
three years ago is to keep
rates in line with costs
and avoid the need for a
large increase in a single
year.

Council member Bryan
Jessup spoke against the
water rate increase, say-
ing residents have been
hit with repeated
increases in recent years.
He later said he did not
have an issue with the
sewer rate increase,
because those rates have
not been raised as signifi-
cantly.

Council members ulti-
mately voted to move for-
ward with the process of
both 2% raises.

See Rates page 5

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

The school corporation’s
financial outlook is strong
and getting stronger.

Jay School Board, acting
as the school corporation’s
board of  finance, received
updates on its financial
outlook during a meeting
Monday that followed the
regular board meeting.

Treasurer Shannon Cur-
rent presented the board
with various graphs and
information about the cor-
poration’s fiscal status.

The school corporation
had an estimated cash bal-
ance of  $5.7 million in its
education fund — it was
previously known as the
general fund — at the end
of  2021. The fund has been
on a steady increase since
dropping below $1.5 mil-
lion at the close of  2017.
The balance had been
steady around the $3 mil-
lion mark from 2005
through 2012 before a

steady decline over about a
six-year period.

The operations fund,
which includes what were
previously known as the
capital projects, transporta-
tion and bus replacement
funds, came in at just over
$2.5 million. It has been
below $100,000 as recently
as 2015 and has been on a
steady climb as well.

“Jeremy became superin-
tendent in 2017,” said board
member Phil Ford, who is a
former president of  Jay
Classroom Teachers Asso-

ciation and Jay County
High School principal.
“And I think you can all see
what has happened fiscally
and the way that money’s
been handled in a conserva-
tive manner since that
point in time. I appreciate
what you’ve been able to do
for us financially and still
give out some decent rais-
es.”

The report also showed a
significant increase in the
food service fund to more
than $450,000, up from less
than $150,000 in 2019.
Chartwells took over food
service management that
year.

Meanwhile, the enroll-
ment count has continued
to drop. The school corpora-
tion had about 6,000 stu-
dents in 1974, with that
number declining by 46%
to 3,250 in fall 2017. It has
dropped an additional 8.8%
over the last four years to
2,963 as of  January.

See Fiscal page 2

Graphic courtesy of Jay School Corporation

The above graph shows the balance in the Jay School
Corporation’s education fund (previously known as the general fund) over
the last decade plus. It had dipped to less than $1.5 million in 2017 and
has increased since to an estimated $5.7 million at the close of 2021.
During the same period, enrollment has continued to decline at a rate of
about 2% per year. The school corporation has closed four buildings —
Pennville Elementary School, Judge Haynes Elementary School, Westlawn
Elementary School and its former central office site — in recent years as
part of a restructuring to help bring costs under control.

Council takes
first step

toward water,
sewer hikes

Dunkirk
looking
to boost
its rates

By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

Another upgrade of
public safety radio com-
munications appears to
be on the horizon, and it
won’t be cheap.

Representatives of
ERS Wireless met Mon-
day with Jay County
Commissioners to contin-
ue a conversation that
began in April 2021.

At issue are gaps in
radio communications
coverage in some parts of
the county and from
inside some of  the coun-
ty’s schools. The best
solution, ERS representa-
tives said, was to add an
800-megahertz tower at
the site of  Portland’s
north watertower. That,
in conjunction with the
addition of  bi-directional
amplifiers in some build-
ings, should solve the
problem for most of  the
county.

There is an existing
800-megahertz tower in
Redkey, and one is appar-
ently being planned in
southern Adams County.
Those are part of  the

state’s efforts to develop a
consistent, reliable emer-
gency radio communica-
tions system.

“It doesn’t make sense
to keep pumping money
into all these disparate
systems,” an ERS
spokesman said. 

Construction of  an 800-
megahertz tower in Port-
land would cost in the
neighborhood of  $730,000
to $750,000. In addition,
new portable radio units
would be required for Jay
County Sheriff ’s Office,
Jay Emergency Medical
Service and volunteer
fire departments.

The City of  Portland
already has mobile radio
units compatible with the
800-megahertz system
and has tentatively
agreed to split the cost of
the new tower with the
county.

“You’re right at a mil-
lion bucks,” said commis-
sioner Rex Journay. “So
how long is this system
going to be good? Ten
years and we’ve got to do
it again?”

See Upgrades page 5

Fiscal outlook strong

Corporation
balances

have been
increasing

Commissioners discuss
need for new tower

Upgrades
for radios?
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Representatives from ERS Wireless  on Monday proposed several upgrades to radio communications
in Jay County, including the addition of a new 800-megahertz tower near Portland’s north watertower (pictured).
Upgrades would also include new radios for Jay County Sheriff’s Office, Jay Emergency Medical Services and
volunteer fire departments.



Emma Crouse
May 18, 1934-Jan. 8, 2022

Emma Jane Crouse, age 87, a resi-
dent of  Portland, passed away on
Saturday, Jan. 8, 2022, at Persimmon
Ridge in Portland.  

Emma was born on May 18, 1934,
in Greenville, Ohio, the daughter of
Ira and Lenora (Stonerock) Dewey.
She graduated from
Jackson Township
High School in Darke
County in 1952.
Emma retired from
Fort Recovery Indus-
tries in Fort Recovery
after 43 years of  serv-
ice.  She married
John Shaner on Sept.
22, 1966, and he
passed away on March 22, 1976.  She
later married Donald Crouse on
May 18, 1992, and he passed away on
March 4, 2007.  

Survivors include:
Two children — Donna Pfeifer,

Portland, Indiana, and Wayne Shan-
er (wife: Theresa),  New Weston,
Ohio 

Step-daughter — Carolyn Paxson
(husband: Kenneth), Pennville, Indi-
ana 

Two grandchildren — Alex and
Chris Pfeifer

She was preceded in death by a
son, Michael Dewey.

Visitation will be held on Wednes-
day from 4 to 7 p.m. at Williamson-
Spencer and Penrod Funeral Home
in Portland. Funeral services will
be held on Thursday at 11 a.m. at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland. Burial
will follow at Mercer Memory Gar-
dens in Celina, Ohio.  

Condolences may be expressed at
williamsonspencer.com.

Jacqueline Schlechty
May 5, 1937-Jan. 8, 2022

Jacqueline S. Schlechty, age 84, of
Portland passed away Saturday, Jan.
8, 2022, at IU Health Ball Memorial
Hospital in Muncie. 

She was born in Jay County on
May 5, 1937, the daughter of  George
and Ann (Zirkle) Swank. She was
married on Feb. 15, 1957, to
Lawrence “Larry” Schlechty and he
passed away on Sept. 30, 1999. 

Jacqueline was retired from Jay
Products after 30 years. She was a
member of  Cornerstone Baptist

Church. She was a
graduate of  Ward
Township High
School, was an avid
reader and enjoyed
bowling belonging to
Women's Indiana
Bowling Association.

Surviving are three
sons, Randy
Schlechty (wife: Renee) of  Portland,
Rick Schlechty of  Portland and
Steve Schlechty (wife: Angie) of
Portland; one daughter, Sandy Curts
(husband: Robert) of  Mooresville,
Indiana; one brother Dave
Fritzinger (wife: Barbara) of  Win-
chester; one sister, Frances Duke of
Warsaw; 13 grandchildren; numer-
ous great-grandchildren; and sever-
al nieces and nephews.

Funeral services will be Friday,
Jan. 14, 2022, at 10 a.m. in the Baird-
Freeman Funeral Home with Pastor
Wayne Ward presiding. Burial will
follow in the Green Park Cemetery.
Visitation will be Thursday from 3
to 7 p.m. Memorials can be made to
the Jay County Cancer Society.

Condolences may be expressed at
bairdfreeman.com.

Chris Dugan
March 20, 1957-Dec. 27, 2021

Chris Dugan, age 64, a resident of
Portland, passed away on Monday,
Dec. 27, 2021, at IU Health Ball
Memorial Hospital in Muncie.  

Chris was born on March 20, 1957,
in Portland, the daughter of  Ralph
and Rosie (Schmidt) Grapner. She
graduated from Jay County High
School in Portland and Ball State
University in Muncie. She worked
as a bookkeeper and secretary at
Vernon Schmidt Garage for 33
years. Chris enjoyed showing her
Morgan Horses at horse shows for
many years. She loved her dogs,
Louie and Addie.   

Survivors include:
Her mother — Rosie Grapner,

Portland, Indiana 
One daughter — Regina Young,

Portland, Indiana 
Two sons — Andrew Dugan,

Dunkirk, Indiana, and Zeb Dugan,
Portland, Indiana 

Six grandchildren — Wiley Young
(wife Emily), Andrea Dugan, Adam
Young, Abigail Dugan, Nevaeh
Brower and Traeh Brower.

Two great-grandchildren — Lon-
don Dugan and Phoebe May

Visitation will be held on Thurs-
day, Jan. 13, 2022, from 5 to 7 p.m. at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland. Servic-
es to celebrate Chris’s life will fol-
low at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 13,
2022, at the funeral home.  

Memorials may be directed
towards the Jay County Humane
Society.  

Condolences may be expressed
at williamsonspencer.com.

Larry Newland
March 12, 1960-Jan. 6, 2022

Larry Newland, age 61, of  Port-
land passed away Thursday, Jan. 6,
2022, in Coldwater Community
Hospital in Coldwater, Ohio.

Larry was born in Portland on
March 12, 1960, the son of  James
and Maxine Mae (Strait) Newland.
He was a truck driv-
er and owned an
archery business. He
was a member of
Celina Moose and
was an avid hunter
and fisherman.

Surviving are two
brothers, Glenn
Newland (wife:
Julia) of  Portland
and Lester Newland of  South Car-
olina; two sisters, Connie Newland
of  South Carolina and Elsie Cox of
Muncie; and several nieces and
nephews.

He was preceded in death by
brother Johnny Newland; and sis-
ter Betty Allred.

Memorial services will be held
at a later date.

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home is
in charge of  arrangements.

Memorials can be made to Jay
County Humane Society.

Condolences may be expressed
at bairdfreeman.com.

Alberta Bowen, Dunkirk, May 13,
1927-Jan. 7, 2022. Services will be at
noon Thursday at MJS Mortuaries –
Redkey Chapel.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publish-

es death notices for those with a
connection to our coverage area free
of  charge. They include the name,
city of  residence, birth/death date
and time/date/location of  services.
There is a charge for obituaries,

which are accepted only from funer-
al homes or mortuary services.
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Happy 90th birthday

GEORGE HORN!
Come join us for a surprise celebration the 
afternoon of January 16 from 2-4pm at the 

Redkey Church of the Nazarene Family 
Center, located at 801 W. High.  

In lieu of gifts, bring a card of good wishes

Today
7 p.m. — Jay County

Council, commission-
ers’ room, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council

chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Wednesday, Jan. 19
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................6.04
Feb. corn ..................6.09
Wheat ......................7.51

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................6.11
Feb. corn ..................6.08
March corn ..............6.10

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................5.96
Feb. corn ..................6.01
Beans ......................13.70
Feb. beans ..............13.70

Wheat ...................... 7.56
Feb. wheat .............. 7.56

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................5.96
Late Jan. corn..........5.96
Beans ......................13.72
Late Jan. beans......13.72
Jan. wheat .............. 7.64

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................5.96
Feb. corn ..................5.96
Beans ......................13.51
Feb. beans ..............13.56
Wheat ......................7.30

Lotteries

On Jan. 11, 1908,
President Theodore
Roosevelt proclaimed
the Grand Canyon
National Monument (it
became a national park
in 1919).
In 1861, Alabama

became the fourth state
to withdraw from the
Union.
In 1913, the first

enclosed sedan-type
automobile, a Hudson,
went on display at the
13th National Automo-
bile Show in New York.
In 1927, the creation

of  the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences was pro-
posed during a dinner
of  Hollywood luminar-
ies at the Ambassador
Hotel in Los Angeles.
In 1935, aviator

Amelia Earhart began
an 18-hour trip from
Honolulu to Oakland,
California, that made
her the first person to
fly solo across any part
of  the Pacific Ocean.
In 1964, U.S. Surgeon

General Luther Terry
issued “Smoking and
Health,” a report that
concluded that “ciga-
rette smoking con-
tributes substantially
to mortality from cer-
tain specific diseases
and to the overall death
rate.”
In 1972, Pennville

Town Council president
Robert Sain introduced
a proposal to form an
industrial development
commission to help
attract industry.

—AP and The CR

CR almanac

40/27 36/23 32/18 26/12 25/20
Skies will

be partly
sunny with
wind gusts as
high as 20
mph possible.

Mostly
sunny skies
are in the
forecast for
Sunday, with
highs in the
mid 20s.

Saturday
has a 40%
chance of
snow during
the day under
mostly cloudy
skies.

Mostly
cloudy skies
are expected
Thursday, with
highs in the
upper 30s.

There’s a
chance of
snow in the
afternoon and
higher chance
of snow (50%)
at night. 

Wednesday
1/12

Thursday
1/13

Friday
1/14

Saturday
1/15

Sunday
1/16

Powerball
Monday
14-17-18-21-27
Powerball: 9
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot: $38

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $300

million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 8-7-9
Daily Four: 3-8-9-9
Quick Draw: 5-7-8-20-21-

23-27-30-32-38-49-50-53-60-
61-63-66-67-73-76

Evening
Daily Three: 8-6-5
Daily Four: 3-4-3-3
Quick Draw: 1-2-4-7-9-

13-14-19-20-30-38-39-44-46-

49-56-62-64-71-76
Cash 5: 7-23-32-33-34
Estimated jackpot:

$80,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 4-2-3
Pick 4: 3-5-5-5
Pick 5: 1-2-7-7-2
Evening
Pick 3: 8-3-6
Pick 4: 2-3-9-1
Pick 5: 2-8-9-2-4   
Rolling Cash 5: 11-15-25-

27-38
Estimated jackpot:

$130,000
Classic Lotto: 2-17-35-

39-42-47
Kicker: 4-2-0-6-9-2
Jackpot: $20 million

Obituaries

SERVICES
Thursday

Crouse, Emma: 11 a.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Bowen, Alberta: Noon, MJS
Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian St.,
Redkey.

Dugan, Chris: 7 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Friday
Schlechty, Jacqueline: 10

a.m., Baird-Freeman Funeral
Home, 221 N. Meridian St., Port-

land.
Franks, Joan: 7 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

Trial canceled
The jury trial that was scheduled to

begin Thursday in Jay Superior Court
has been canceled.

Those who were scheduled for jury
duty do not need to report.

Deer struck
Local police investigated several

accidents involving deer over the past
few days.

At 12:40 a.m. Monday, a 2010 Chrysler
driven by Michael B. Conrad, 37, rural
Bryant, struck a deer on Indiana 18
near county road 500 West, resulting in
$5,000 to $10,000 in damage.

About 7:20 a.m. Monday, a 2010
Dodge Durango driven by Brenda L.

Reed, 54, rural Portland, hit a deer in
the roadway on U.S. 27 near county
road 800 South in Pike Township.
Damage was estimated at less than
$1,000.

At 12:35 a.m. Saturday, a 2015 Nissan
Altima driven by Rachel L. Bellis, 21,
rural Winchester, collided with a deer
on U.S. 27 near county road 200 South,
resulting in $5,000 to $10,000 in damage.

Fogged up
A foggy windshield was blamed for a

two-car accident about 10:20 p.m. Fri-
day at Oakwood Mobile Home Park,
north of  Portland.

Jimmy Mack II, 34, Muncie, told
police the windshield of  the 2008 Ford

van he was driving had fogged up and
he did not see a parked 2001 Saturn reg-
istered to Matthew A. Vore, Portland. 

The van was registered to Donald
Young, rural Winchester.

Damage was estimated between
$10,000 and $25,000.

Dog hit
Between $1,000 and $2,500 in damage

was reported when a car hit a dog
about 7:30 a.m. Monday on county road
900 South near road 500 East.

Norman E. Ruth, 49, Portland, told
police he was eastbound in his 2018
Toyota when the dog ran into the path
of  his vehicle. He was unable to avoid
striking the animal.

Crouse

Schlechty

Newland

Continued from page 1
Each school corporation’s state fund-

ing for schools is based on enrollment at
about $7,000 per student.

Jay Schools has reduced its employee
count to 406 currently from the most
recent peak of  540 in 2013. That has coin-
cided with the closures of  Pennville,
General Shanks and Westlawn elemen-
tary schools. 

Gulley noted that the bulk of  the
staffing cuts have come through attrition
and that layoffis have been minimal.

The board also reviewed its invest-
ment policy and received an investment
report noting that the corporation
earned $25,304.46 in interest in 2021.

During the regular board meeting,
members Phil Ford, Ron Laux, Mike
Shannon, Donna Geesaman, Chris Snow,
Jason Phillips and Vickie Reitz elected
Laux as president, Geesaman as vice
president and Ford as secretary.

Members elected Ron Laux as presi-
dent, Donna Geesaman as vice president
and Phil Ford as secretary.

Ford had served as the board’s presi-
dent since 2018.

“I certainly want to thank Mr. Ford for
his service as the president,” said Gulley.
“I appreciate his partnership, leadership

on the board. Certainly a couple of  his-
toric things have been very well man-
aged in his role as leader on the board.”

“Phil, thanks for all you’ve done for us
as board president, the guidance, the
leadership you’ve shown,” added Laux

Laux and Ford were elected president
and secretary, respectively, of  the board
of  finance.

In other business, the board:
•Approved the following: Coldren,

Frantz and Sprunger as the corpora-
tion’s attorney with Church, Church,
Hittle and Antrim as legal counsel, as
needed; Current as treasurer and Irene
Taylor as deputy treasurer; Trent Pax-
son, Current and Taylor as authorized
users of  the safe deposit box; and Cur-
rent and Taylor as small claims court
representatives; conflict of  interest
statements for board members.

•Appointed Laux, Geesaman and Ford
to the corporation’s negotiating commit-
tee and appointed all board members to
the board of  finance.

•Heard Gulley appoint Snow and Reitz
to the board’s insurance committee.

•Hired instructional assistants Shelby
Clark, Connie Hiatt and Miriam Willis

•Heard Laux appoint Reitz as the
board’s legislative delegate.

Capsule Reports

Fiscal ...

Arrested
Roy Glen Aspy, 41,

2676 Westwind Court,
Hilliard, Ohio, is being
held in Jay County Jail
on $15,000 bond follow-
ing his arrest Saturday
on two Level 6 felony
charges, possession of
methamphetamine
and possession of  a
syringe.

Jailed
Richard L. Shirk, 63,

770 Montels Way, Shar-
lotte, Michigan, is
being held in Jay Coun-

ty Jail on $3,000 bond
following his arrest
Saturday on a Level 6
felony charge of  oper-
ating a vehicle while
intoxicated and having
a prior conviction.

Nuisance
Ariel Stewart, 28,

address unknown, is
being held in Jay Coun-
ty Jail on a Level 6
felony charge of  main-
taining a common nui-
sance. Bond is set at
$4,000. She was arrest-
ed Sunday.

Felony arrests



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
THE LANDING — A 12-

step program for those in
sixth through 12th grade
will meet at 5:55 p.m. each
Tuesday at 2nd Chance at
Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
703-0777 or (260) 726-5273.

JAY COUNTY CIVIC
THEATRE — Holds its reg-
ular meeting at 6 p.m. on
the second Tuesday of  each
month in the Community
Room at Jay County Public
Library, 315 N. Ship St.,
Portland.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-

based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
each Tuesday at Church of
God of  Prophecy, 797 N.
Creagor Ave. in Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 766-9334.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are

invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

BRYANT/NEW CORY-
DON SENIOR CITIZENS —
Will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Bryant
Community Center for a

carry-in dinner. Meat is
provided.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday at Harmo-
ny Cafe, 121 N. Meridian St. 

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP — For caregivers
of  persons with
Alzheimer’s disease or
related dementias, the
group will meet at 6 p.m.

the second Wednesday of
each month at Blackford
Community Hospital con-
ference room, 410 Pilgrim
Boulevard in Hartford City.
For more information, call
Joni Slentz or Lisa Garrett
at (765) 348-1072 or (800) 272-
3900.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for

friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. 

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church.

DEAR ABBY: My husband
and I got married during the
pandemic in a short ceremony.
Our first year of  marriage has
been less a honeymoon than a
nightmare. He tends to be hot-
headed. He fights dirty with
name-calling, which he had
occasionally done previously,
but since we’ve been living
together, it happens more often. 

We are trying marriage coun-
seling, but all of  his temper
tantrums and antics have made
me see him in a different, nega-
tive light. He’s now talking
about growing our family. He
can be very sweet and thought-
ful, but I don’t even know if  I
still like him at this point. 

I’m also wondering if  I’m just
better alone because I like my
space and time to myself. Maybe
I’m settling with the current sit-
uation when there could be
someone better out there. I
know the grass isn’t always
greener on the other side. Is this
something I need to give some
time to see how it plays out, or
should I end it, the sooner the
better? — HONEYMOON-LESS
IN NEW JERSEY

DEAR HONEYMOON-LESS:
The pandemic has stressed
many marriages, but with
the quarantines relaxing
there should be less pressure
and confinement. Has it
helped? Whether your hot-
tempered husband is capable
of  changing his behavior is
something that may be
revealed during the counsel-
ing. 
You didn’t mention how

long the two of  you have been
seeing a therapist, but if  it
has been more than six
months with no improve-
ment, it’s fair to assume he
isn’t likely to change, and the
marriage should end. In the
meantime, use the most pow-
erful form of  birth control
you possibly can so you don’t

find yourself  pregnant and
trapped in a marriage from
which you cannot escape. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My mom is in a

home for dementia patients, and
Dad was living in their big
house by himself. He couldn’t
sell it until everything was set-
tled with my mom. Because he
was very lonely, I decided to let
him move in with me. We agreed
he would pay $320 a month. I
needed the money and thought
it was fair. My roommate pays
$400 a month, but I was OK with
Dad paying less. 

When my sister found out, she
was very upset that I was charg-
ing Dad. She had him move out
that day, so now he sleeps at my
brother’s and spends most of
the day at his house. 

When I turned 18 and lived at
home I paid rent, so I saw noth-
ing wrong with it. Now I am an
outcast. No one talks to me
except my dad, by phone. I am
very depressed about this and
feel suicidal. I suffer from anxi-
ety and depression, see a thera-
pist and have been on meds for
years. Am I wrong, and how do I

fix this? — GOOD SON IN
PENNSYLVANIA
DEAR GOOD SON: If  you

haven't done so already, talk
about this with your thera-
pist. It is very important that
he or she knows you are hav-
ing suicidal thoughts and
that they persist. You did
NOTHING "wrong." Your
father agreed to the arrange-
ment, and he should have
made that clear to your sister.
She was wrong to interfere,
and she seems to wield a dis-
proportionate amount of
power in your family. I can't
fix that and neither can you,
so you will have to find ways
of  coping not only with your
depression but also with her.
You have my sympathy.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I have been mar-

ried for 35 years and have a
recurring problem with no solu-
tion in sight. My wife sets frozen
meat on the counter to thaw. She
says she can’t count on thawing
it in the fridge because it takes
too long and interferes with her
meal planning. Her mother has
always done it this way, and no

one has ever gotten sick. I try
talking to her but it only ends up
in a fight. Any suggestions
would be appreciated. — RISKY
IN ILLINOIS
DEAR RISKY: The Food and

Drug Administration has
issued guidelines about food
preparation because people
have gotten VERY sick when
it wasn’t done properly. Over
the last 10 or 15 years, condi-
tions in some of  our slaugh-
terhouses and agricultural
operations have deteriorated,
and consumers have died
because of  it. Whether you
can convince your wife to
change her ways, I can’t pre-
dict. But you might be doing
her a favor if  you visit
fda.gov and print out some
information for her and your
mother-in-law. Better to be
safe than sorry.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

By DIANA DOLECKI
Special to The Commercial Review

Watch out world, grand-
daughter Emma has
begun driver’s education
classes. She confessed to
her mom that she was a lit-
tle apprehensive about the
whole process.

I was surprised that she
would feel that way. She
has spent her whole life
driving assorted vehicles.
She has driven ATV’s,
bicycles, toy cars and
probably other things I
never found out about.

The first class jitters
should disappear once she
realizes that the instruc-
tor will keep her from
crashing the car. 

She should have her dri-
ver’s license some time
this summer.

The first vehicle I ever
drove was a tractor. My
uncle Norman sat on one
fender with his small son
in his lap. I drove down the
long lane to the neighbor’s
house. Norman reached
out a correcting hand
whenever I got too close to
the edge of  the lane. I
remember kids sitting on
the other fender but have
forgotten who they were.
That was my one and only
time to drive a tractor.

It was years later that I

took my driver’s test.
Uncle Norman had died
several years before. The
written test was easy. Then
came the driving part. I
knew I was in trouble
when the instructor
growled about the sweater
lying on the passenger’s
seat and tossed it into the
back.

I flunked because I
missed a stop sign. Twice. I
never did see it because it
was obscured by shrubs.
The next time I actually
saw the hidden sign and
passed the test.

When Emma’s mom,
Beth, took her driver’s
test, it was in our car. We
had gone down to Texas
for a visit. There was one
excuse after the other as
to why she couldn’t bor-

row a car for her driving
test.

Hubby put her behind
the wheel of  our car and
the two of  them took off.
She got through the test
and then at the very end
she almost ran over the
curb. Hubby cringed but
the instructor let her pass. 

We are hoping that
Emma doesn’t have those
kinds of  stories to tell once
she gets through all the
requirements for her
license. So far nobody has
warned her that the pic-
ture on her license will
make her look like a
deranged zombie.  Some-
times it seems like the peo-
ple taking the picture at the
license branch take special
classes in how to take the
worst possible photograph.

Learning to drive is a
rite of  passage. The
license means that one not
only knows how to operate
a motorized vehicle, but
they realize that they have
the responsibility to watch
out for other drivers. 

That license also means
that she is free to drive all
alone down a hilly back
road with the sun in the
sky and her hair blowing
in the wind.

My grandmother
learned to drive well
before everyone was
expected to have a driver’s
license. 

She was born in 1906 in
Ohio. Massachusetts and
Missouri were the first
states to require a license
way back in 1903. It was
several years afterwards

that other states began
issuing a license. No test
was required therefore the
process of  getting a
license wasn’t quite the
same as it is today. Also,
the practice of  adding a
photo for the license is a
relatively new develop-
ment.

Personally, I don’t like
driving. I am convinced
that all the other drivers
are both homicidal and
suicidal. I try to limit my
driving to staying in town.
I don’t have the courage or
the will to go any further.

It won’t be long before
Emma completes all the
prerequisites and has her
own ticket to freedom,
complete with an ugly pic-
ture. She is a smart girl
and will do fine.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Wife’s pandemic marriage is a nightmare

Community Calendar

Learning to drive is rite of passage
As I

See It

Dear
Abby
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To the editor:
Here it is 2022. We are

starting into our third year
of  the coronavirus pandem-
ic.

Not a lot has changed. 
We have worn masks, we

have gotten shots, kept our
distances, but not a lot has
changed. It has helped
some, but not totally.

We have a shortage of
health care workers, facto-
ry workers, truck drivers,
etc. (So much stress.)

I believe — you may not
agree with me, but that’s
OK — that the Lord is try-
ing to get our attention, to
get people to turn back to
him and be the kind of  per-
son he has asked us to be —
moral, kind and loving, to
name a few.

A lot of  people are dying
without knowing the Lord.
He’s there if  we will only
call upon him.

The reason I’m writing
this is to ask people who
believe in God, or not, who
believes his word his true,

whom has had a relation-
ship with our Lord, will
pray that our heavenly
father will remove this
coronavirus from our land
and restore it to good
health. 

II Chronicles 7:14 — If
my people, which are called
by my name, shall humble
themselves and pray and
seek my face and turn from
their wicked ways, then
will I hear from heaven and
will forgive their sin and
will heal their land.

Again, I’m asking each of
you to pray for healing for
our county.

If  all else fails, pray.
Thank you.
Dreama Nichols
Portland

Pray for healing
for our community

By MARGARET SULLIVAN
The Washington Post

In the year since the Jan. 6
insurrection, mainstream jour-
nalists have done a lot of  things
right. They’ve published major
investigations, pointed out
politicians’ lies and, in many
cases, finally learned how to
clearly communicate the facts
of  what happened leading up to
that horrendous riot at the U.S.
Capitol — and what is happen-
ing now as pro-Trump Republi-
cans steadily chip away at the
very checks and balances that
saved American democracy last
year.

Much of  this work has been
impressive. And yet, something
crucial is missing. For the most
part, news organizations are not
making democracy-under-siege
a central focus of  the work they
present to the public.

“We are losing our democracy
day by day, and journalists are
individually aware of  this, but
media outlets are not centering
this as the story it should be,”
said Ruth Ben-Ghiat, a scholar
of  autocracy and the author of
“Strongmen: Mussolini to the
Present.”

That American democracy is
teetering is unquestionable.
Jan. 6 is every day now, in the
words of  a recent New York
Times editorial that noted the
growing evidence: election offi-
cials harassed by conspiracy
theory addicts, death threats
issued to politicians who vote
their conscience, GOP lawmak-
ers pushing measures to make it
harder for citizens to vote and
easier for partisans to overturn
legitimate voting results.

“The reactionary counter-
mobilization against democracy
has accelerated,” wrote histori-
an Thomas Zimmer, a visiting
professor at Georgetown. “It’s
happening on so many fronts
simultaneously that it’s easy to
lose sight of  how things are con-
nected.”

To be sure, even some of  the
most studiously neutral of  news
organizations are doing impor-
tant journalism on this subject.

“‘Slow-motion insurrection’:
How GOP seizes election power,”
read the headline of  an Associ-
ated Press news story last week.
It detailed the ways in which
Republicans aligned with for-
mer president Donald Trump,
after the near-miss of  last year’s
coup attempt, “have worked to
clear the path for next time.”

The story explained what’s
happening in the battleground
states that could determine the
next occupant of  the White

House: “In Michigan, the Repub-
lican Party is restocking mem-
bers of  obscure local boards that
could block approval of  an elec-
tion. In Wisconsin and Pennsyl-
vania, the GOP-controlled legis-
latures are backing open-ended
‘reviews’ of  the 2020 election,
modeled on a deeply flawed look-
back in Arizona.” Writer
Nicholas Riccardi stated his
findings in his own equivoca-
tion-free words, without wash-
ing it through the voice of  some
academic or activist: “The
efforts are poised to fuel disin-
formation and anger about the
2020 results for years to come.”

Similarly, NPR recently ran a
seven-minute segment on what
it called “the clear and present
danger of  Trump’s enduring
‘Big Lie.’” As NYU’s Jay Rosen
noted, the piece was admirably
direct in its language: “No dilu-
tion via ‘both sides,” no ‘critics
say,’ Just a straight-up warn-
ing.” And on NBC’s “Meet the
Press” this weekend, moderator
Chuck Todd — who has
deservedly drawn criticism in
recent months for too often
allowing GOP talking points to
go unchallenged — stepped up
in a significant way to detail the
“big lie” spread by Trump allies
this past year to evoke the
specter of  a supposedly stolen
presidential election.

More pointedly, the Atlantic
magazine — which positions
itself  as centrist rather than
left-leaning — published an
entire issue in December devot-
ed to the topic of  democracy
under threat. The cover head-
line’s message was hard to miss:
“January 6 was practice.” The
cover story by Barton Gellman
began with this chilling para-
graph:

“Technically, the next attempt
to overthrow a national election
may not qualify as a coup. It will
rely on subversion more than
violence, although each will
have its place. If  the plot suc-
ceeds, the ballots cast by Ameri-
can voters will not decide the
presidency in 2024. Thousands
of  votes will be thrown away, or
millions, to produce the
required effect. The winner will
be declared the loser. The loser
will be certified president-

elect.”
All of  this is good, necessary

and important. The Atlantic,
particularly, seems to have
taken on the challenge.

But, in general, this pro-
democracy coverage is not being
“centered” by the media writ
large. It’s occasional, not regu-
lar; it doesn’t appear to be part
of  an overall editorial plan that
fully recognizes just how much
trouble we’re in.

That must change. It’s not
merely that there needs to be
more of  this work. It also needs
to be different. For example, it
should include a new emphasis
on those who are fighting to pre-
serve voting rights and defend
democratic norms.

“We focus on the enemies of
democracy, the villains, but we
also need to focus on democra-
cy’s heroes,” including those
working at the grass-roots level,
Ben-Ghiat told me, such as vot-
ing rights advocates and public
officials in communities across
the country. An occasional fea-
ture story on Stacey Abrams,
the celebrated activist and for-
mer Georgia state lawmaker, is
not nearly enough.

This new pro-democracy
emphasis should be articulated
clearly — and fearlessly — to
readers and viewers. That could
be in statements from editors or
publishers, in advertising cam-
paigns, or in other ways, declar-
ing, in essence, “we are devoting
more resources to this crucial
subject because it is at the heart
of  our mission.” (As a reference
point, think about how the
heads of  news organizations
announced they were going to
pay more attention to “the
heartland” after the 2016 presi-
dential election, or how some, at
long last, are bearing down on
climate change coverage.)

Then, news leaders, show that
you really mean it. Put that pro-
democracy coverage in front of
your paywall, just as you’ve
done with much of  your COVID
coverage. Put teams of  reporters
and editors on the subject. Label
it in a defining and memorable
way, as news organizations have
done with “Spotlight” or
“Watchdog” teams in the past.

Don’t be afraid to stand for
something as basic to our mis-
sion as voting rights, govern-
mental checks and balances, and
democratic standards.

In other words, shout it from
the rooftops. Before it’s too late.

••••••••••
Sullivan is The Washington

Post’s media columnist.

Media must make key shift

Letters to
the Editor

The Washington Post
Amy Schneider has won

more than $1 million on
“Jeopardy!” in an incredi-
ble 28-game victory streak. 

It’s yet another mile-
stone for “Jeopardy Amy,”
who is undeniably one of
the best players in the
show’s history and has
become one of  the most
famous trans women in
America.

She now holds the record
for most consecutive
games won by a female
player (surpassing Julia
Collins’s 20-game win
streak in 2014) and the
most money ever won by a
female contestant (sur-
passing Larissa Kelly’s
$655,930 in prize money).
She currently ranks fourth
overall in “Jeopardy!” his-
tory for consecutive games
won and highest winnings
in regular-season play.

It’s unfortunate that
some people have fixated
on Schneider’s appearance
rather than her amazing
achievements. There
should not be any contro-
versy about Schneider
being called the most win-
ning woman ever on “Jeop-
ardy!” She identifies as a
woman and has been
referred to with female
pronouns for her entire
run on the show.

The “Jeopardy!” commu-
nity has embraced Schnei-
der. Kelly was quick to con-
gratulate Schneider for
surpassing her own record
and “becoming the woman
with the highest overall
earnings in the show’s his-
tory.” Other top female
players have also weighed
in with praise and celebra-
tion that a woman has
made it this far. The most
winning player of  all time
— Ken Jennings — is cur-
rently hosting the show,
and he and Schneider have
bantered to the delight of
the audience.

For her own part,
Schneider is humble about
her winnings. She talks
frequently about her cat
and her childhood in Day-
ton, Ohio. When she won
her 20th game, she wore a
mauve sweater in honor of
Collins, who was famous
for a stylish sweater collec-
tion. And when Schneider
doesn’t know an answer —
which is rare — she shakes
her head or gets a puzzled
look, a feeling many view-
ers can relate to.

Many of  the show’s fans
are rooting for her. Ratings
are up. People on social
media report that older
relatives have become
more open-minded about
trans people after watch-
ing Schneider’s historic
wins. It helps that “Jeop-
ardy!” is a contest where
men and women have
always competed side by
side. Gender doesn’t mat-
ter.

Still, there has been
some backlash, especially
on social media, where it’s
easy to hide behind
anonymity when criticiz-
ing someone else. In a New
Year’s Eve tweet, Schnei-
der responded to her crit-
ics with a simple yet pow-
erful retort:

“I’d like to thank all the
people who have taken the
time, during this busy hol-
iday season, to reach out
and explain to me that,
actually, I’m a man. Every
single one of  you is the
first person ever to make
that very clever point,
which had never once
before crossed my mind,”
Schneider wrote.

It’s time for America to
move beyond prejudices
about trans people. Schnei-
der didn’t ask to become a
trans icon. She wants to be
judged for her talents, just
like everyone else.

Schneider pushes
beyond prejudice

Guest
Editorial

People on
social media

report
that older

relatives have
become more
open-minded
about trans
people after

watching
Schneider’s

historic wins.

Margaret 
Sullivan



Continued from page 1
The water rate issue

passed 3-1 with Christy
Curts, Kevin Hamilton
and Bivens in favor and
Jessup dissenting. (Tom
Johnson was absent from
the meeting.) The sewer
rate issue passed unani-
mously.

City attorney Wes
Schemenaur will prepare
updates to the city ordi-
nance implementing the
water increases and make
them available for coun-
cil’s review at its Jan. 24
meeting. To increase rates
— the changes would like-
ly go into effect in June —
council would then need
to advertise the proposed
increases and hold a pub-
lic hearing.

Robbins also reminded
residents that trash col-
lection rates will go up to
$11.69 from the previous
$11.41 per month Feb. 1.
The city is under a three-
year contract with Best
Way.

Eva Kreps of  the city’s
park board updated coun-
cil on the five-year park
plan. Priorities for the
parks for 2022 through
2026 include completing
and paving the walking
trail at Dunkirk City
Park, updating play-
ground equipment, mak-
ing pool upgrades, remod-
eling the enclosed shelter
house at the park and
adding restrooms,
installing bathrooms at
Webster-Depot Park,
planting trees at all parks,
adding a dog park, updat-
ing picnic areas and
installing a disc golf
course. Council members
approved the park plan,
which now must be sub-
mitted to Indiana Depart-
ment of  Natural
Resources for its review.

Council also learned
new police officer Erica
Post, formerly of  Portland
Police Department, start-
ed work Monday. She
brings the city’s police
force to five, one short of
being fully staffed. Rob-
bins said he is hopeful a
sixth officer can be hired
soon. 

Council approved pay-
ment for part-time offi-
cers through Monday.
They had been used to
cover shifts when the
department was under-
staffed. 

Council members also
voted to pay out more
than 400 hours of  vaca-
tion time to officers who
were unable to use it
because of  staffing issues
in 2021. Bivens suggested
that with the department
now close to having a full
staff, officers be encour-
aged to take their vaca-
tion time each year.

Robbins informed coun-
cil and board of  works
that he recently met with
Touchstone Advisors to
seek proposals for com-
mercial development in
the city, with a focus on
the property at 102 to 108
N. Main St. where a col-
lapsing building was
removed in October and
November.

In other business, coun-
cil:

•Learned from Scheme-
naur that before the city
sells a firetruck, volun-
teer departments in the
county must first be given
the option to purchase it.
Notification will be sent

to the Redkey, Pennville,
Bryant and Salamonia
departments informing
them of  the availability of
a truck.

•Heard Curts say she is
working with Indiana
Michigan Power regard-
ing the addition of  street
lights at Quincy Place.

•Re-elected Bivens as
council president.

Earlier in the evening,
board of  works members
Dan Watson, Bivens and
Robbins:

•Approved the purchase
of  new radios for police
vehicles at a cost of  $3,170
from TNT Electronics.

•Learned Robbins
would like to replace cur-
rent street signs to
Ardagh glass factory with
larger signs in order to
make them more visible to
truck drivers. He will
return to the board of
works with quotes at a
future meeting.

•Heard wastewater
superintendent Larry
Wright pass on a sugges-
tion from the public that
the new walking trails at
Dunkirk City Park be
named for Mike Kreps,
the former street depart-
ment superintendent who
died Oct. 16 of  COVID-19.
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Continued from page 1
The state is expected to

assume responsibility for the
overall public safety radio sys-
tem, but it’s estimated that in
about 10 years the portable radio
units would be due for an
upgrade.

Commissioners took no action
Monday but urged ERS and
Motorola, which is working with
the state, to develop firm cost
estimates and return for further
discussion involving commis-
sioners and Jay County Council.

“This is going to be a joint
decision,” said commissioner
Chad Aker.

Meanwhile, the county contin-
ues to await a decision by the
U.S. Supreme Court on the feder-
al COVID-19 vaccine mandate
for employers of  100 or more.

County attorney Bill Hinkle
told commissioners the mandate
does include county and munici-
pal governments in Indiana.

“This has been appealed,”
said Hinkle. “But my advice is
the county should be ready to

implement this if  the Supreme
Court upholds the order. … You
should be thinking about that
decision. … We need to be
ready.”

If  the vaccine mandate is
upheld, the county would have
unique responsibilities when it
comes to enforcement and
record-keeping.

“My office will keep (medical
information records) locked up,”
said county auditor Anna Culy.

There’s also some question as
to whether elected officials on
the county payroll would count
as “employees” in regard to the
vaccine mandate.

“I don’t know how this will all
fall out,” said Culy.

On a more urgent note, court-
house superintendent Bruce
Sutton is concerned that a sec-
tion of  the stained glass that
adorns the ceiling of  the court-
house rotunda is in need of
repair and might fall.

Sutton is gathering quotes
for restoration work, and a spe-
cial meeting of  the commis-

sioners may be required to
address the problem as quickly
as possible.

“Bring us back some quotes,
and we’ll go from there,” said
Aker.

The stained glass is purely dec-
orative and is protected from the
elements by a glass dome above it,
so leaks are not a factor.

Friction between Rescue 19 and
Jay County Emergency Manage-
ment was evident Monday, with
EMA director Amy Blakely citing
concerns about training and lia-
bility and Rescue 19 volunteer
Rodney Miles expressing fears
the unit would be shut down.

“My concern is the liability,”
said Blakely. “I don’t want to shut
down anything.”

Rescue 19 is staffed by 14 volun-
teers, but attendance at training
sessions required by the unit’s
manual of  standard operation
procedure has been spotty.

“We are a volunteer unit,” said
Miles. “But when the pager drops,
we respond. … It’s a unique unit.”

“It’s an extra layer of  protec-

tion,” said commissioner Brian
McGalliard.

Blakely was urged to work on
the training and communica-
tions issues and return to the
commissioners in six months to
review the situation.

At the recommendation of
highway superintendent Donnie
Corn, commissioners agreed to
purchase two dump bed assem-
blies from Lindco Equipment
Sales Inc., Merrillville, for two
trucks ordered last month.

Lindco’s price of  $152,594 was
not the lowest. But Corn said
there had been delivery delays on
previous purchases from W.A.
Jones, which quoted a price of
$148,272.

Because those delays had
stretched over several months,
commissioners agreed to go with
the Lindco purchase.

In other business, commission-
ers Aker, McGalliard, and Jour-
nay:

•Agreed to write off  debts
linked to eight deceased resi-
dents of  Jay County Retirement

Center, now known as Jay Coun-
ty Country Living. “We need to
get on top of  this thing (unpaid
bills on the part of  center resi-
dents), and I think we’re doing
that,” said Journay.

•Heard Corn say he was apply-
ing for a $1 million Community
Crossings grant from the state
which will require a match from
the county of  $445,200 from the
Local Road and Street Fund
budget.

•Approved a telephone system
maintenance contract with All-
Star Communication at an annu-
al cost of  $1,713.63.

•Heard update reports from
Jay County Development Corpo-
ration executive director Travis
Richards and community devel-
oper Christy Shauver.

•Re-elected Journay as presi-
dent of  Jay County Drainage
Board.

•Heard Hinkle say he was
developing a draft ordinance pro-
viding an exemption for the use
of  service dogs in the court-
house.

Rates ...

Upgrades ...

By CASEY SMITH
Associated Press
and Report for America

INDIANAPOLIS — A
controversial Indiana bill
that Republican lawmak-
ers contend would increase
transparency around
school curricula has drawn
opposition from dozens of
teachers who testified
Monday at the Statehouse
that the legislation would
censor classroom instruc-
tion and place unnecessary
additional workloads on
educators.

The bill is one of  several
moving through the Indi-
ana Legislature that seek
to require all school curric-
ula to be vetted by parent
review committees and
posted publicly online, in
addition to banning
schools’ ability to imple-
ment concepts like critical
race theory.

Critical race theory is a
way of  thinking about
America’s history that cen-
ters on the idea that racism

is systemic in the nation’s
institutions and that they
function to maintain the
dominance of  white people
in society.

Scott Miller, superin-
tendent of  the School City
of  Hammond, emphasized
that addressing “sensitive
topics” in the classroom is
necessary to help young
people learn how to evalu-
ate the truth. Attempts to
keep students from learn-
ing about dissenting ide-
ologies, he continued, “will
only end up driving our
youth straight to those ide-
ologies.”

Miller said he believes

the legislation stems from
“fear that diverse perspec-
tives on our country’s
founding will lessen the
strength and patriotism of
our young people.”

“Addressing that fear by
attempting to chill class-
room discussion and silenc-
ing certain worldviews will
only further divide our
children,” he said.

Paul Farmer, a teacher in
the Monroe County Com-
munity School Corpora-
tion, noted that the bill’s
language requiring educa-
tors to separately post all
classroom curricula online
for parents — including les-

son plans, worksheets, pre-
sentations and other mate-
rials — would be an addi-
tional workload for already
stressed teachers.

“Is this really going to
decrease the number of
teachers that go into educa-
tion? The answer is yes, it
will, because it’s going to
scare them … because you
can’t do it all,” Farmer
said.

Laura Falk, an educator
and diversity initiative spe-
cialist with the West
Lafayette Community
School Corporation, said
she questioned the bill’s
intentions amid recent

nationwide discussions
around “white fragility,
and focus on the systemic
racist policies that have
been so deeply woven into
our nation’s fabric.”

“When I look through
my lens as a Black woman,
I find many of  these items
are interesting, as I’ve
experienced decades of  dis-
crimination and learned
through my experience
that there are certain
groups that are still dis-
criminated against today
…,” Falk said. “Our stu-
dents deserve an honest
and accurate education
that enables them to learn
from our past mistakes to
help create a better future
possible. Instead of  focus-
ing on possible distress
that students might experi-
ence. 

Rep. Tony Cook, a former
teacher and school superin-
tendent who authored the
House bill heard on Mon-
day, echoed fellow Republi-

can lawmakers, saying the
legislation only strives to
ensure educators “remain
impartial in teaching cur-
riculum” and “ensure that
students are free to express
their own beliefs and view-
points concerning curricu-
lar materials and educa-
tional activities without
discrimination.”

He noted, too, that at
least two forthcoming
amendments to the bill are
expected to be discussed in
the education committee
on Wednesday, the same
day lawmakers are slated
to hear additional testimo-
ny and vote on advancing
the bill to the full House.

A nearly identical pro-
posal in the Senate, which
Republican bill author Sen.
Scott Baldwin maintained
is intended to prevent cer-
tain “discriminatory con-
cepts” from being taught in
classrooms, sparked more
than eight hours of  testi-
mony last week.

Teachers push back on curriculum bill
Educators argue legislation would

add unnecessary additional workloads
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T

JANUARY 16
12:30 P.M

OLD & COLLE
ITEMS-TOO

Oak rocker; chil
rocker; Large
ment of rods an
Coke and Peps
whale copper w
vane top; knives
knives; several
including Gulf P
Teexaco; large

  

  

  
 
 

  
   

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

  
   

   
  

 
    
   

     
  
  

    
   
   
    

 
  

 
   

 
   

   
   

   

  
    
   
     

  
 

 

   
     
    
   
   

   
    
    
    
    

    
   

  
   
  

  
   
  

   
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
  
 
  
   
  
 

  
    

  
  

  
  

   
  

    
    
  
   

  
 

 
  

   
 

  

  
  
 

   
   
   

    
  

     
   

   
    

   
  

    
     
    

  

   
   

   
   

  
  

   
 
 

   
    

  
  

   
    
   

  
 
 
  

 

        
           

                
  

 

   
 
  

 
  

 
    
 
  

   
 
 

   
  

   
  

   
  

  
   

   
  
  

  
   

    
   

   
    
  

   
   
   
   

 
  
   

 
 
  

 
 
 

  
 

    
 
 

   
 
  

 
   

    
  
 
   
  

  

   
  

    
   
  

   
   
   
  

   
 

   
 

 
 

 
   
  

   
   
   

 
 

 
 

   
   

 

  

   
   

 

     
  

 

 

   

 
 

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

    

   

  

    

  

       

  

    

765-509-1956
Firewood available

.ndingirStump G
moval, Rerimming,ree TT

Tree Service
sittle JJ’L

  

  

  
 
 

  
   

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

  
   

   
  

 
    
   

     
  
  

    
   
   
    

 
  

 
   

 
   

   
   

   

  
    
   
     

  
 

 

   
     
    
   
   

   
    
    
    
    

    
   

  
   
  

  
   
  

   
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
  
 
  
   
  
 

  
    

  
  

  
  

   
  

    
    
  
   

  
 

 
  

   
 

  

  
  
 

   
   
   

    
  

     
   

   
    

   
  

    
     
    

  

   
   

   
   

  
  

   
 
 

   
    

  
  

   
    
   

  
 
 
  

 

        
           

                
  

 

   
 
  

 
  

 
    
 
  

   
 
 

   
  

   
  

   
  

  
   

   
  
  

  
   

    
   

   
    
  

   
   
   
   

 
  
   

 
 
  

 
 
 

  
 

    
 
 

   
 
  

 
   

    
  
 
   
  

  

   
  

    
   
  

   
   
   
  

   
 

   
 

 
 

 
   
  

   
   
   

 
 

 
 

   
   

 

  

   
   

 

     
  

 

 

   

 
 

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

    

   

  

    

  

       

  

    

  

  

  
 
 

  
   

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

  
   

   
  

 
    
   

     
  
  

    
   
   
    

 
  

 
   

 
   

   
   

   

  
    
   
     

  
 

 

   
     
    
   
   

   
    
    
    
    

    
   

  
   
  

  
   
  

   
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
  
 
  
   
  
 

  
    

  
  

  
  

   
  

    
    
  
   

  
 

 
  

   
 

  

  
  
 

   
   
   

    
  

     
   

   
    

   
  

    
     
    

  

   
   

   
   

  
  

   
 
 

   
    

  
  

   
    
   

  
 
 
  

 

        
           

                
  

 

   
 
  

 
  

 
    
 
  

   
 
 

   
  

   
  

   
  

  
   

   
  
  

  
   

    
   

   
    
  

   
   
   
   

 
  
   

 
 
  

 
 
 

  
 

    
 
 

   
 
  

 
   

    
  
 
   
  

  

   
  

    
   
  

   
   
   
  

   
 

   
 

 
 

 
   
  

   
   
   

 
 

 
 

   
   

 

  

   
   

 

     
  

 

 

   

 
 

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

    

   

  

    

  

       

  

    

i/Vi/DMC
gintpcceaw No

8213-2670-26
vicerSe& s leSa

malGeother
renioitdnCoAir

,enacFur
gniloo C &gnatiHe

’saveD

  

  

  
 
 

  
   

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

  
   

   
  

 
    
   

     
  
  

    
   
   
    

 
  

 
   

 
   

   
   

   

  
    
   
     

  
 

 

   
     
    
   
   

   
    
    
    
    

    
   

  
   
  

  
   
  

   
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
  
 
  
   
  
 

  
    

  
  

  
  

   
  

    
    
  
   

  
 

 
  

   
 

  

  
  
 

   
   
   

    
  

     
   

   
    

   
  

    
     
    

  

   
   

   
   

  
  

   
 
 

   
    

  
  

   
    
   

  
 
 
  

 

        
           

                
  

 

   
 
  

 
  

 
    
 
  

   
 
 

   
  

   
  

   
  

  
   

   
  
  

  
   

    
   

   
    
  

   
   
   
   

 
  
   

 
 
  

 
 
 

  
 

    
 
 

   
 
  

 
   

    
  
 
   
  

  

   
  

    
   
  

   
   
   
  

   
 

   
 

 
 

 
   
  

   
   
   

 
 

 
 

   
   

 

  

   
   

 

     
  

 

 

   

 
 

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

    

   

  

    

  

       

  

    

; g
ment of fishing
Advertising The
ters to include
Bank/Salamon

Street Serv
Station/Portlan
Locker Oil/Po

Rain Gauges to
Price Impleme
land Lumber Su
Laux Grocery; a
other items no
SMITH FAM

  

  

  
 
 

  
   

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

  
   

   
  

 
    
   

     
  
  

    
   
   
    

 
  

 
   

 
   

   
   

   

  
    
   
     

  
 

 

   
     
    
   
   

   
    
    
    
    

    
   

  
   
  

  
   
  

   
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
  
 
  
   
  
 

  
    

  
  

  
  

   
  

    
    
  
   

  
 

 
  

   
 

  

  
  
 

   
   
   

    
  

     
   

   
    

   
  

    
     
    

  

   
   

   
   

  
  

   
 
 

   
    

  
  

   
    
   

  
 
 
  

 

        
           

                
  

 

   
 
  

 
  

 
    
 
  

   
 
 

   
  

   
  

   
  

  
   

   
  
  

  
   

    
   

   
    
  

   
   
   
   

 
  
   

 
 
  

 
 
 

  
 

    
 
 

   
 
  

 
   

    
  
 
   
  

  

   
  

    
   
  

   
   
   
  

   
 

   
 

 
 

 
   
  

   
   
   

 
 

 
 

   
   

 

  

   
   

 

     
  

 

 

   

 
 

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

    

   

  

    

  

       

  

    

(765) 546-8801
moc.oohay@ecneferg

“SINCE 1969”
LVINY•RESIDENTIAL

LAIRTSUDNI•LAICREMMOC•MRFA
GABBARD FENCE

f
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asi/Vcsi/DMC

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

  

  

  
 
 

  
   

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

  
   

   
  

 
    
   

     
  
  

    
   
   
    

 
  

 
   

 
   

   
   

   

  
    
   
     

  
 

 

   
     
    
   
   

   
    
    
    
    

    
   

  
   
  

  
   
  

   
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
  
 
  
   
  
 

  
    

  
  

  
  

   
  

    
    
  
   

  
 

 
  

   
 

  

  
  
 

   
   
   

    
  

     
   

   
    

   
  

    
     
    

  

   
   

   
   

  
  

   
 
 

   
    

  
  

   
    
   

  
 
 
  

 

        
           

                
  

 

   
 
  

 
  

 
    
 
  

   
 
 

   
  

   
  

   
  

  
   

   
  
  

  
   

    
   

   
    
  

   
   
   
   

 
  
   

 
 
  

 
 
 

  
 

    
 
 

   
 
  

 
   

    
  
 
   
  

  

   
  

    
   
  

   
   
   
  

   
 

   
 

 
 

 
   
  

   
   
   

 
 

 
 

   
   

 

  

   
   

 

     
  

 

 

   

 
 

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

    

   

  

    

  

       

  

    

SMITH FAM
Loy Aucti
AC#31600
Auctionee

Gary Loy AU01
Ben Lyons AU1

Travis The
AU112001

Troy Foust AU1
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located in the Bubp
Exhibition Hall at Jay
County Fairgrounds,

Portland, IN
Saturday Morning
January 15, 2022
10:00 a.m.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS-
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS
Oak ¾ decorative

antique bed; Oak dress-
er with acorn pulls and
mirror; Oak secretary;
drophead desk; Oak 3

UPCOMING ACUTIONS
Bricker Auction Compa-

ny
414 N Meridian St. Port-

land, IN
Jan. 15th - Covington
Personal Property Auc-

tion
Online Only Auction -
First item will be closing

@ 7:00 PM
BIG collection of Coca -
Cola memorabilia,
garage items, Hot
Wheels cars,

furniture, Life Maga-

AM
IN
job
Po
rem
24

MA
TO
Ple
ron
Ap
to:
cle

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR

 
   
   

 
 

 
    
 
 

  
 

  
   

    
  
   
  

   
   

 
  
  
   

  
   
   

 
   
  
  

   
   
   
  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

   

 
  

    
  

   
  

   
    

  
    

 
  
 

  
  
   

   

   
    

  
  

  
  

 
    

   
   

  
  

    
   

   
 

  
  

 
 

 

  
    
     
  

 
 

  

 
  
  
   

  
  

     
   
   

  
    

   
    

     
     
  
   
  

   
 

   
 

   
  

 
 

  
  

     
   
  
   
    
   

   
   
   

  

   

 
 

    
   

    
 
   
  
  

   
   

  
  

 

  

  
  
   
  
  

 

  

  
   

    
  
  
  

 

  
  

 
  
  

  
   

  
  
  
  

  

 
  
   
  
  

 

  

   
   

     
   
 

  

   
   

  
    

  
   

    
     
 

 
  

   

  
   

   

 
   

 
  

 
    

        
  

 

 

  
  

          

 

    

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 
  

  

   

 
   

 
 

 
   

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
    

    

     
    

  

  

  

  

  

  

   
 

MISH CREW LOOK-
G FOR any work. No
b is too big or small.
ole barns, roofing,
modeling. 260-849-
489.

E

110 HELP WANTED

AINTENANCE//CUS-
ODIAL Part-Time,
easant working envi-
nment; flexible hours
pplicant should be able
: Perform general
eaning and mainte-

CDL OTR DRIVER
Flexible home times,
home 3 out of 4 week-
ends. 2019 Coronado 13
spd / Cascadia/Auto.
Can get $1500+ weekly.
3 yrs. CDL exp. req.
RGN, SD exp. helpful.
All miles, drops, down-
time, and weekends are
paid if out. Interested?

260- 273-1245

130 MISC. FOR SALE

ALUMINUM SHEETS

LEASE
able, C
Manufact
housing,
tribution,
and out
Easy ac
highways
access
docks a
cranes a
tact Syc
419-678-
www.syca
m
NEED M

W100 JOBS WAANTED W110 HELP WAANTED 200

 
   
   

 
 

 
    
 
 

  
 

  
   

    
  
   
  

   
   

 
  
  
   

  
   
   

 
   
  
  

   
   
   
  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

   

 
  

    
  

   
  

   
    

  
    

 
  
 

  
  
   

   

   
    

  
  

  
  

 
    

   
   

  
  

    
   

   
 

  
  

 
 

 

  
    
     
  

 
 

  

 
  
  
   

  
  

     
   
   

  
    

   
    

     
     
  
   
  

   
 

   
 

   
  

 
 

  
  

     
   
  
   
    
   

   
   
   

  

   

 
 

    
   

    
 
   
  
  

   
   

  
  

 

  

  
  
   
  
  

 

  

  
   

    
  
  
  

 

  
  

 
  
  

  
   

  
  
  
  

  

 
  
   
  
  

 

  

   
   

     
   
 

  

   
   

  
    

  
   

    
     
 

 
  

   

  
   

   

 
   

 
  

 
    

        
  

 

 

  
  

          

 

    

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 
  

  

   

 
   

 
 

 
   

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
    

    

     
    

  

  

  

  

  

  

   
 

burners;Griswold t; bookleHim” KnewI Ruth 
“Babejars; cookie anterns; les; bottlold Lumber; 

Chesterfieldand ll iMHaynes including aprons 
nailboxes; mmo acans; eedal Veedal and l ShelHead, 
olfWolfMarathon, ;rsdancaleold lids; zinc cope; s

22mmx 4 mag 22 s onSimmScope;ision VNight 
52NPVA; LedgersPocket Farmers vintage ;stones
niandIs;errmwad anh; esurlnghiisioft entmorsas
gerlaexaco;Texaco;and Pride Gulf including cans oil 

severallanterns; Niagra d naHuskee openers; bottle
ColaCoca toy; up wind Autry Gene ncils; pebullet

knives;t ekpocknives; op; tvane her weatcopper 
whalecrocks; skillets; iron cast booklet; Feeder 

felSg ytaMa; escasi epsPndae okCls;reed ans odrof
assortmentgeLarrocker; horse s d’chilr; rockeOak 
OOLSTRS ITEMS - OAND COLLECTOLD 

..M12:30 P
2202,61YRYAUNJA
Afternoony aana on Sund IndindBuilding), Portla

VAVr Ded at 333 Blaine Pike (formeLocat

IONTCU ABLICPU
A

R

T
f

W

SPACE avail-
oldwater, OH.
turing, ware-
assembly, dis-
offices, inside
tdoor storage.
ccess to major
s and railroad
with loading
and overhead
available. Con-
camore Group,
5318,
amorespace.co

MORE STOR-
J’s U-Lock and
most sizes

. Call 260-726-

ATEAL ESTAATTE

ALE 2 Bedroom
Gas heat, Locat-
27 E Baker St.
IN. Call 765-

8.

FOR RENT

V

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

 
   
   

 
 

 
    
 
 

  
 

  
   

    
  
   
  

   
   

 
  
  
   

  
   
   

 
   
  
  

   
   
   
  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

   

 
  

    
  

   
  

   
    

  
    

 
  
 

  
  
   

   

   
    

  
  

  
  

 
    

   
   

  
  

    
   

   
 

  
  

 
 

 

  
    
     
  

 
 

  

 
  
  
   

  
  

     
   
   

  
    

   
    

     
     
  
   
  

   
 

   
 

   
  

 
 

  
  

     
   
  
   
    
   

   
   
   

  

   

 
 

    
   

    
 
   
  
  

   
   

  
  

 

  

  
  
   
  
  

 

  

  
   

    
  
  
  

 

  
  

 
  
  

  
   

  
  
  
  

  

 
  
   
  
  

 

  

   
   

     
   
 

  

   
   

  
    

  
   

    
     
 

 
  

   

  
   

   

 
   

 
  

 
    

        
  

 

 

  
  

          

 

    

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 
  

  

   

 
   

 
 

 
   

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
    

    

     
    

  

  

  

  

  

  

   
 

T

p ;
drawer dresser; (2)

chairs with tractor seats;
lightning rod with cow
weathervane; Aladdin
lamps; Coleman items;
fishing items; local

advertising items; spin-
ning wheel; stained

glass hanging light; and
many other items not

listed.
MOWER-TOOLS

Tooro push mower with
bagger; aluminum step
ladder; galvanized fun-
nels; metal work lights;
shop vac; small garden
tools; and many other
items not listed.

MAXINE HARTZELL,
DECEASED
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608

, g
zines, assorted vintage
items, and much more!
Jan. 22nd - Cunningham

Auction
Online Only Auction -
First Item will be closing

@ 7:00 PM
Garage items, house-
hold items, commercial
weight bench, other

work out
items, and much more !
Previews are held on
Fridays from 12:00 -

5:00
Download our app

(Bricker Auction Compa-
ny) from your Apple or
Google Play Store to
view our current and
upcoming auctions!
Cell: 260-703-0839

Bricker Auction Compa-
ny

Chad Bricker-Auctioneer

na
lbs
let
ex
en
for
Pla
nu
Po
$1
BO
RI
ne
Mo
ed
25
Lo
Ca
em
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ance tasks Lift 50 – 75
s. Climb ladders Submit
tter of application with
xperience and refer-
nces or visit Arts Place
r an application: Arts
ace, Inc. 131 East Wal-
ut Street P. O. Box 804
ortland, IN 47371 EOE

t

/

0,000 SIGN ON
ONUS FOR AN EXPE-
ENCED SEMI DRIVER
eeded in Portland, IN.
onday-Friday dedicat-
d run only, $0.60/mile,
500-3000 miles/week.
ots of benefits included.
all/ttext 260.251.7839 or
mail customerser-
ce@tjjxpservice.com

23”x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial

Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

NEED M
AGE? P
Storage,
available
4631.

220 RE

FOR SA
House, G
ed at 12
Portland
305-2248

P

230 AUT

CA$H PAA
CARS A
condition
not. We
578-0111
2878. Ma

APWE PAAYY
autos. We
location.

1
250 PUBLIC NOTICE

 
   
   

 
 

 
    
 
 

  
 

  
   

    
  
   
  

   
   

 
  
  
   

  
   
   

 
   
  
  

   
   
   
  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

   

 
  

    
  

   
  

   
    

  
    

 
  
 

  
  
   

   

   
    

  
  

  
  

 
    

   
   

  
  

    
   

   
 

  
  

 
 

 

  
    
     
  

 
 

  

 
  
  
   

  
  

     
   
   

  
    

   
    

     
     
  
   
  

   
 

   
 

   
  

 
 

  
  

     
   
  
   
    
   

   
   
   

  

   

 
 

    
   

    
 
   
  
  

   
   

  
  

 

  

  
  
   
  
  

 

  

  
   

    
  
  
  

 

  
  

 
  
  

  
   

  
  
  
  

  

 
  
   
  
  

 

  

   
   

     
   
 

  

   
   

  
    

  
   

    
     
 

 
  

   

  
   

   

 
   

 
  

 
    

        
  

 

 

  
  

          

 

    

 

    
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 
  

  

   

 
   

 
 

 
   

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
    

    

     
    

  

  

  

  

  

  

   
 

1-2022CR 1-1
86000891UAtsuoFyoTr
13100211UAreruehTsivaTr

AU 10700085  yons    Lyons   
 01031608AUGary Loy   
ERSEAUCTION
AC31600027AUCTIONLOY

YLYAM FAMHITSM  F IL

Ben L

 listed. notsitem
rheoty nmad na; mppukebis;elvle; snelap;wssa

anuals;mold caps; hub boxes; tool gs;nfittibrass 
wrenches;pipe wrenches; crescent screwdrivers; 

;rspliewrenches; old sockets; wrenches; 
amps;clC drills; hand aters; becarpettles; kettea 
bits;drill hammers; rulers; kettle;and pans, bucket, 

porcelainnozzles;gas horses; th iwh coacstage 
ironcast sign; n tia Cola Cocets; booklising advert
doletc; bags, fle ffle nts, pawater roll, bedding 

arymilitboxes; wood ;eshamer; cuttnes; magazi
maps;tory; Direcnes Lirunk T1917 rectory; DiBook 
BlueAuto cial fiffi1915 sign; e cigarettn porcelai
Catack Blsacks; feed oth cland burlap ;splate
selicentage vinf ortment assoge larmobile; Oldsand 

Pontiac,Mustang, include to mblems er caold car; 
toyold box; th iwkeg smallFalstaf lock; cup light 

SilverBarcardi Grocery; Laux and Supply Lumber 
PortlandImplement, ce riPnclude ito Gauges 

Rainland; ortPOil/Locker and and, ortlPStation/
ServiceStreet Main Bank/Salamonia, Farmers 

eludinco trsmetemoherTg intisverAds;ghtlicle cybi
burners;Griswold t; bookleHim” KnewI Ruth 

Of

lt  footbal
achinery  m
tion will becia

niotcu
sre
ater

T

TOS, TRUCKS

AID FOR JUNK
Any year, any
n. Running or
tow away. 765-
or 260-729-

assey’s Toowing
CASH for junk
e pick up at your
1-765-546-2642
-765-857-1071.
Salvage

sit Us At:
ecr.com

dw

duf

N
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Ben Lyons
AU10700085
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Troy Foust AU1980006
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Dusty Uhlenhake  419-733-3096
nhake    419-852-0800Rick Uhle

 call:eshinery pleamac
ng your farmation on consigniFor more inform

y 12, 2022uarebry Fay FSatur
o.hi, On Coldwater parking lot istadium

lter footbaladwon at the Colnt aucticonsignme
nnual farm m  annual farm mconduct

ssoArmer armer oung FYoung Fter adwThe Col

uAtnmenigsnCo
emraFgnuYo
dol Cual45th Ann

Y a
ing their a

FiveThousand wo Two exceeding 
notine fine a to subject be iction, 

-conupon shall, provided ally 
-specifinot is penalty another 

hichwr fovillePennof n owTowhe
ofordinance any violates who 
onatiorrpcor ormfi, onrspey An

FOLLOWS:
PENNVILLE. INDIANA. AS

OFTOWN THE OF COUNCIL 
THEY BD NEDAIORBYREHE

ISIT RE, THEREFO, W 
nance.

-ordithe of violation in entity 
rodual ndiviithe of ,anceom
-perific specrequires which 

penaltyany or herein, orth 
setat thto equal or than greater 

penaltya forth sets which 
enancordiy anpealreor nd ame

revoke,vacate,hereby not 
odanaidnI,ellivnnePfonwTo

thefor Council the WHEREAS, 
Indiana.Pennville, of own Town he 

violations withinor ordinance 
stienalpeandes finng atiuleg

ordinancegeneral this adopt o 
hsiwanaidnI,ellivnnePfonwTo

thefor Council the WHEREAS, 
$2,500.00).

dollarshundred five housand 
twoexceeding not dinance 

-orany of violation a for fine a 
imposeto Indiana Pennville, of 

nowTowthe s ermitp)(10)8-(a1-3-6-
§Code Indiana the HEREAS, W

ORDINANCES
TIONS OF TOWN ATIONS OF TOWN

ING GENERAL PENAL TIES
ABLISII- TABLISII-O

Number 2022-01
own OrdinancePennville T

ePublic Notic
RDINANCE EST

FOR VIOLA

T

T

NOW

T

f

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833

or 1
Slocum’s

Vis
the

B
40

T

da

260 PUBLIC AUCTIO
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AA

V

BANNERS
0” x 13”
BUY ONE FOR
$695

ET ONE FOR
$350

rthdays, Anniversaries,
et Well, Just Because,
Vaalentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
09 West Main St., Portland.
a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAYY - FRIDAYY
Custom sizes available.
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1-2022CR 12-30-2021, 1-1
desn be adverti   a   

ry consigned by Machine

AXLPPAXLPCR 1-11-2022 - 
reasurerClerk-T

,   r
Millie J Ellis
Alicia Corwin
Josh Miller

022.
,uaryJanof day 4th this nville

Pen-of own Town the of Council he 
ybDETPODADNADESSPA

.    w.
-aiclpuband Council own Town he 

bye agasspn pouly tediamem
teffecake tall shce inanOrds Thi

ness fees or other costs.
-witcosts, t courfees, ney attor

leabsonearto ed itlimotnt bu
gdinncluin, tioacnt cemeforen

theith wed ociatasss costall pay
shalldirected is action ment 

enforce-the which at entity or 
fim1person, the Court, in dress 
re-to eeking sby ance Ordinany 
orthis enforce to required be 

shallown Town the thatevent he tn 
Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00).

g 

T

T
ion, as required by law

T

Attested: Krista M. Scholer

mco..thecrwww: esitebW

moc.rceht@yreivled-YREVILED
omc.rceht@sseinsub-SSENISUB

.comecrht@tprin
ING -TNIPRCOMMERCIAL

.comcrSING - ads@theTIADVER
.coms@thecr- classifiedCLASSIFIEDS

mco.TS - sports@thecrSPOR
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GE
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Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Girls basketball ACAC
tournament quarterfinal at Adams Cen-
tral – 6 p.m.; Swimming vs. Yorktown – 6
p.m.; Boys basketball ACAC tournament
quareterfinal at Adams Central – 7:30
p.m.; Junior high boys basketball at
Muncie Northside – 5 p.m.

Fort Recovery —  Junior high girls bas-
ketball at Marion Local – 5 p.m.

Thursday
Jay County — Wrestling at Home-

stead – 6:30 p.m.; Junior high girls bas-
ketball at Blackford – 5:30 p.m.; Junior
high boys basketball vs. heritage – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball vs.
Marion Local – 6 p.m.; Junior high boys
basketball vs. Marion Local – 5 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Boys and girls basketball

ACAC tournament semifinal TBA; Girls
wrestling state finals – 7:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball vs.
Ansonia – noon; Boys basketball at Marion
Local – 6 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

6:30 p.m. — College Basketball: Rut-
gers at Penn State (BTN)

7 p.m. — College Basketball: DePaul at
Marquette (FS1)

8:30 p.m. — College Basketball: Illi-
nois at Nebraska (BTN)

9 p.m. — College Basketball: Provi-
dence at Creighton (FS1)

Wednesday
6:30 p.m. — College Basketball: Xavier

at Villanova (FS1)
7 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Boston

Celtics at Indiana Pacers (BALLY)
7:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Dallas

Mavericks at New York Knicks (ESPN)
10 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Brooklyn

Nets at Chicago Bulls (ESPN)
10 p.m. — NHL Hockey: Toronto Maple

Leafs at Arizona Coyotes (TNT)

Thursday,
7 p.m. — NHL Hockey: Philadelphia Fly-

ers at Boston Bruins (ESPN)
10 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Portland

Trail Blazers at Denver Nuggets (TNT)

On tap
Continued from page 8
The offensive struggles

throughout the game came
with both teams locked in
zones — Adams Central
played a 2-3 while Jay Coun-
ty used a 3-2. Trying to
shoot over the zones, they
combined to go 1-of-20 (5%)
from 3-point range in the
first half. (Dirksen’s triple
for the first points of  the
game was the only make.)
The second half  wasn’t
much better as the teams
combined to go 4-of-42
(9.5%) for the game.

“We’ve been struggling
just a little bit with our
shooting here early,” said
Jets coach Aaron McClure,
whose team's season start-
ed a couple of  weeks late
because Adams Central’s
football team advanced to
the Class 1A state champi-

onship game. “We figured
with their defense they’re
going to give up some
perimeter shots … We
knew we’d probably end up
taking somewhere between
15 and 20 threes. … We did
feel like we needed to shoot
the ball well from the
perimeter. … We just didn’t
get those shots to go.”

Jay County and Adams
Central will reprise the
game Tuesday when they
meet in the opening round
of  the ACAC tournament.
The girls game between the
schools will begin at 6 p.m.,
with the boys to follow.

The semifinal round of
the tournaments will be
Friday, with the winner of
the boys game to host.

Junior varsity
After a strong start, Jay

County struggled in the
second and third quarters
and then had a comeback
effort fall short in a 39-34
loss to the Jets.

The Patriots were
outscored 27-14 in the mid-
dle quarters after posting
a 14-6 advantage in the
first. They pulled to with-
in 34-34 with less than
three minutes to go in the
game but were unable to
score again.

Hudson Conkling
scored 11 points to lead
Adams Central to the vic-
tory. Kam Brown joined
him in double figures with
10.

Abraham Dirksen had
seven of  his team-high 11
points for JCHS in the
first half. Owen Ransom
and Wesley Bihn chipped
in six points apiece.

Ugly ...
Jay County Patriots

at Adams Central Jets

Boys varsity summary

Jay County (8-2, 2-0 ACAC)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Davis 1-4 0-0 3
Dowlen 1-3 0-0 2
Muhlenkamp 3-8 2-2 8
Alexander 0-0 0-0 0
Dirksen 2-9 4-6 9
Bogenschutz 0-7 0-0 0
Pearson 4-8 1-1 9
Weitzel 2-5 0-4 4
Totals 13-44 7-13 35

.295 .538
Def. rebound percentage: .758

Adams Central (3-4, 1-1 ACAC)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

McClure 1-3 0-0 3
yergler 3-8 0-0 6
Nnschwndr 0-4 2-2 2
Tester 1-5 0-0 2
EBrown 2-4 0-1 4
KBrown 0-1 0-0 0
Schultz 0-2 1-2 1
Poling 3-14 0-0 7
Totals 10-41 3-5 25

.244 .600
Def. rebound percentage: .719

Score by quarters:
Jay Co. 5 10 8 12—35
A. Central 4 5 5 11—25

3-point shooting: Jay County 2-
23 (Davis 1-3, Dirksen 1-7, Bogen-
schutz 0-6, Dowlen 0-2, Pearson 0-
1, Weitzel 0-1). Adams Central 2-19
(McClure 1-3, Poling 1-4, Tester 0-4,
Yergler 0-3, Neuenschwander 0-3,
EBrown 0-1, KBrown 0-1).

Rebounds: Jay County 34 (Pear-
son 9, Weitzel 7, Muhlenkamp 6,
Dirsksen 5, Bogenschutz 4, Alexan-
der 2, Dowlen). Adams Central 31
(EBrown 6, Schultz 6, Poling 6,
McClure 5, Neuenschwander 3, Yer-
gler 2, team 2, Tester).

Assists: Jay County 8 (Dirksen 3,
Muhlenkamp 2, Pearson 2, Weitzel
1). Adams Central 5 (Neuen-
schwander 2, McClure, Yergler,
Schultz).

Blocks: Jay County 4 (Pearson 2,
Weitzel 2). Adams Central 0.

Personal fouls: Jay County 5
(Dirksen 2, Alexander, Bogen-
schutz, Weitzel). Adams Central 12
(Neuenschwander 3, McClure 2,
Yergler 2, Poling 2, Tester, EBrown,
Schultz).

Turnovers: Jay County 8. Adams
Central 15.

Box score

The Indians were in the middle.
Fort Recovery High School’s

swim teams each finished second
Monday night in a three-team
meet against New Bremen and St.
Henry at South Adams.

The FRHS girls scored 69 points
to trail New Bremen (87). St.
Henry was third with 18.

In the boys meet, New Bremen

won with 90 points, well ahead
Fort Recovery (20) and St. Henry
(13).

Teigen Fortkamp and Sage
Wendel each won a pair of
events for the Indians. 

Fortkamp, a 2021 state qualifi-
er in the 50-yard freestyle, shift-
ed to other events for the Tribe
Monday, first winning the 100

butterfly in 1 minute, 5.23 sec-
onds. She then took the 100 back-
stroke in 1:02.29.

Wendel, a sophomore, handled
the long distance races for the
Fort Recovery boys. He posted
big wins, taking the 200 freestyle
by 22 seconds in 2:07.66 and the
500 freestyle by 12 seconds in
5:51.06.

Audra Bubp fought off  New
Bremen’s Caroline Whitlatch in
a tight race in the 100 breast-
stroke to win by just 0.19 sec-
onds with her time of  1:15.77. 

Adding victories for the FRHS
girls were Joelle Kaup with a
time of  27.94 in the 50 freestyle
and Melissa Laux with 122.15
points in diving.

Indians second in three-team meet
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Patriots open ACAC
tournament tonight,
see Sports on tap

Get all of your local
sports information online

by visiting thecr.com

FRANKLIN — The
Patriots went to the state
duals ranked third.

They left with only one
team ahead of  them.

Jay County High
School’s wrestling team
cruised past No. 9
Wawasee and No. 5 Mon-
rovia before falling to top-
ranked Bellmont on Satur-
day at the Indiana High
School Wrestling Coaches
Association Team State
Duals at Franklin Com-
munity.

The Patriots rolled to
victories of  51-21 over
Monrovia in the quarterfi-
nal round and 48-15 over
Wawasee in the semifinals
before falling to the
Braves 56-15 in the cham-
pionship match.

Cody Rowles, ranked
16th in the state at 113
pounds, was undefeated
on the day as he topped
Monrovia’s Isaac Ash 5-2,
pinned Wawasee’s Noah
Wolf  in 54 seconds and
pinned Bellmont’s Tate
Krueckeberg in 2 minutes,
58 seconds. Bryce Wenk
(182) also posted a perfect
3-0 record by pinning Mon-
rovia’s Zack Strong in 39
seconds, scoring a 20-4
technical fall over
Wawasee’s Tim Shortt and
topping Bellmont’s Austin
Christner 9-4.

Adding 2-1 marks for
JCHS (16-2) were Taye
Curtis, Tony Wood,
Cameron Clark, Camron
Gage, Ramon Bravo and
Conner Specht.

JCHS
2nd at
state
duals

In the first of  their three end-of-sea-
son, tournament-style meets, event
wins were difficult to achieve. But the
Patriots finished near the top of  the
standings.

Jay County High School’s girls swim
team was the runner-up Saturday as it
hosted the Jay County Invitational
while the boys placed fifth in a 15-team
field.

The Patriot girls scored 309.5 points
as they finished a distant second to Oak
Hill (448). New Bremen was third with
248. Fort Recovery finished sixth with
178.

The JCHS boys team finished with
200 points, 17 behind fourth-place Cen-
terville. Oak Hill (519) fought off
Bluffton (481) for first place, and St.
Marys (230) was third. Fort Recovery
placed 11th with 14 points.

Kyle Sanders and Mara Bader were
the lone individual event winners for
the Patriots, who will host the Allen
County Athletic Conference Champi-
onships in two weeks followed by the
sectional meet two weeks later.

Sanders proved himself  to be the top
sprinter at the meet Saturday, earning
a couple of  solid wins. He was first by
nearly a half-second in the 50-yard
freestyle in 23.06 seconds and took the
100 freestyle by more than two seconds
with a time of  50.4.

Bader had the only victory for the
Patriot girls as she won the 100 breast-
stroke by just under a second over Oak
Hill’s Emma Bledsoe in 1 minute, 10.24
seconds. She added a third-place finish
in the 100 butterfly.

Fort Recovery’s girls also had one
win on the day. Teigen Fortkamp posted
a time of  56.06 in the 100 freestyle to
win by 1.53 seconds over Coldwater’s
Carlee Goodwin.

Sage Wendel turned in the top effort
for the FRHS boys by placing fifth in
the 100 butterfly in 1:03.96.

Josh Monroe had the only other top-
five finish individually for the JCHS
boys as he was fourth in the 100 breast-
stroke in 1:08.8. Their top relay finish
came from Nick Lyons, Wyatt Kunkler,
Sanders and Monroe, who were fifth in
the 200 freestyle event.

Joining Bader in the top five for the
Patriot girls were Zion Beiswanger
(fourth - 100 freestyle) and Aubrey
Millspaugh (fourth - 500 freestyle).
Morgan DeHoff, Emily Dues, Elayna
Paro and Bader were third in the 400
freestyle relay.

Audra Bubp added a fourth-place fin-
ish for the Fort Recovery girls in the
100 breaststroke. Joelle Kaup, Melissa
Laux, Fortkamp and Bubp teamed for
fourth in the 200 medley relay.

Patriots second

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

It was ugly.
After two weeks off,

though, the Patriots were
happy to at least come
out on the positive side
of  an offensive quag-
mire.

The Jay County High
School boys basketball
team managed a short
spurt of  transition
offense in the second
quarter and senior Adam
Dirksen delivered from
the free-throw line at the
end for a 35-25 victory
Saturday over Adams
Central in which the
teams combined to miss
64 of  their 85 field-goal
attempts. 

“They found a way to
win,” said JCHS coach
Jerry Bomholt. “Every-
thing that they talked
about trying to accom-
plish at the beginning of
the season is still intact
— winning the confer-
ence championship, win-
ning the tournament, all
that. Nobody really wor-
ries about how it looks.
Find a way to win.
Tonight was one of  those
nights. …

“You have a 16-day lay-
off. Obviously, when you
have that length of  time
off, it always seems to
affect offensively more
than it does defensively.”

The Patriots last
played Dec. 23 in a 59-31
loss to Indianapolis Tech
in the Jefferson County
Invitational Tourna-

ment. Its game scheduled
for Dec. 30 at Muncie
Central was postponed
because of  illnesses with-
in the JCHS program.

Jay County (8-2, 2-0
Allen County Athletic
Conference) and the Jets
(3-4, 1-1 ACAC) combined
for just nine points on 4-
of-20 shooting in the first
quarter. And the Patriots
fell behind 6-5 after a pair
of  free throws by AC’s
Nick Neuenschwander
early in the second. But
Gavin Muhlenkamp
came up with a steal and
layup, and then Dirksen
immediately followed
with another steal that
he fed forward to Muh-
lenkamp for a second
easy hoop. The couple of
transition buckets start-
ed an 8-0 run that put the
Patriots ahead for good.

“(Muhlenkamp) made
some big plays for us,
really big plays, in the
first half, and got us that
15-9 lead (at halftime),”
said Bomholt, who got
nine points apiece from
Dirksen and Pearson
along with eight from
Muhlenkamp.

Adams Central was
never able to muster
enough offense to make a
real threat at taking the
lead. And after Braysen
Yergler’s 3-pointer with
1:15 to go made it 31-22,
Dirksen bounced back
from a couple of  earlier
misses to hit four free
throws to seal the game.

See Ugly page 7

Ugly W
Jay tops AC despite shooting woes

Sanders, Bader
post lone wins

during invitational

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School freshman Aubrey Millspaugh swims to an
eighth-place finish in the 200-yard freestyle during Saturday’s Jay County
Invitational. Millspaugh was also fourth in the 500 freestyle.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Ethan Dirksen, a Jay County High School senior, launches a
3-pointer during the first half of the Patriots’ 35-25 victory Saturday
over host Adams Central.  


