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Lou Ann Knoth, 88, Cold-
water, Ohio

Chuck Hein, 68, Fort
Recovery

Janet Schindler, 82,
Decatur

Judy Mallers, 83, Green-
wood

Details on page 2.

Thursday was chilly in Jay
County with a high of  23
degrees and a low of  18.

It’s going to get colder
tonight, with the low expected
to drop to 11. Skies will be
partly sunny Saturday with a
high of  29 and winds gusting
to 25 miles per hour.

See page 2 for an extended
forecast.

Three new candidates have
filed to run for office. New can-
didates include Democrats
Gary Glogas and David
Champ for Richland Township
Trustee and Republican Den-
nis Rodgers for Knox Town-
ship Advisory Board.

Saturday — Results from
tonight’s ACAC wrestling and
swim meets.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Jay School Board
meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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Choir kick-off

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

The 2020 season was shut
down before it was over.

A year later, it was show-and-
go.

As the Jay County High
School show choirs prepare to
open the 2022 competition sea-
son — they start Saturday at
the Pendleton Heights Arabian
Spectacular — the format is get-
ting back to normal and choirs
are continuing to adjust to the
world of  the ongoing coron-
avirus pandemic.

The key? 
Flexibility.
That point was driven home

last week as the hosts of  the Jay
County Show Choir Spectacu-
lar saw Bishop Luers drop out

in the final days because of  ill-
nesses.

“Our new norm is rehearsing
regardless of  how many are on
stage,” said JCHS choir direc-
tor Susan Denney last week.
“Because that could be us. We
could be faced with that deci-
sion. Do we have enough that
we feel like we have enough
integrity in the show to do it?
Or do we have to make a call?
And no director wants to make
the call to not go because of  all
the hard work and time and
money and energy that goes
into it.”

Jay County’s shows this year,
designed and choreographed by
Damon Brown, have inspira-
tional themes.

Just Treble, the school’s all-

girl group, has a show focused
on Mother Nature. It opens
with an original piece by
Brown, followed by “Mama Will
Provide” from the musical
“Once on this Island,” “The
Weather,” “Mr. Blue Skies” and
a mash-up of  another Brown
original and “I Can See Clearly
Now” by Jimmy Cliff.

The co-ed Patriot Edition’s
show is focused on the journey
of  aspiring to become some-
one’s hero. It begins with anoth-
er Brown original, features
“Creep” by Radiohead, a med-
ley of  “Everyday Superhero”
by Smash Mouth and the theme
from “Kim Possible,” and closes
with a mash-up that includes
Mariah Carey’s “Hero.”

Soloists featured in the shows

include Ellie Goodman, Abby
Gillum, Taryn Caldwell, Caleb
Darnell, Hunter Young, Laila
Waddell and Haleigh Clayton.

“The one thing that Damon
does really well is Damon
always tells a story in the
show,” Denney said. “In
Damon’s head when he writes
the show, it is a theatrical story.
… There’s a lot of  show choirs
that are going that direction.”

Last season, show choir com-
petitions across the state
changed their format.

Rather than having a semifi-
nal and final, each school’s
choir groups arrived, per-
formed back-to-back and then
departed. Awards were present-
ed virtually.

See Choir page 5

Jay County’s Patriot Edition and Just Treble
get started Saturday at Pendleton Heights

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Members of Jay County High School’s Patriot Edition show choir perform Saturday in exhibition while hosting the
Jay County Show Choir Spectacular. Patriot Edition and Just Treble open their 2022 competition season Saturday as they
travel to the Pendleton Heights Arabian Spectacular.

By TOM DAVIES
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS —
Republicans pushed a plan
for broad cuts to Indiana’s
business and individual
income taxes through the
state House on Thursday,
sending it to an uncertain
fate in the GOP-dominated
Senate.

House members voted 68-
25 mostly along party lines
in favor of  the proposal
potentially cutting more
than $1 billion a year in
various taxes.

Republican supporters
called the plan a responsi-
ble way of  returning
money to taxpayers follow-
ing a  big jump in tax col-
lections helped by federal
COVID-19 relief  funding
that is projected to boost
state government’s cash
reserves to a highest-ever
level of  $5.1 billion, or 29%
of  state spending, by the
end of  next June.

Democrats criticized the
proposal for mostly benefit-
ting corporations and the
wealthy rather than using
the money to reduce col-
lege tuitions, help pay child
care expenses and cover
high prescription drug
bills.

Key parts of  the House
plan would cut Indiana’s
current individual income
tax rate of  3.23% over the
next four years to 3.0%.
That would ultimately
reduce state tax collections
by an estimated $500 mil-
lion per year when fully
implemented in 2026.

The plan also proposes
cuts to several business
taxes, potentially reducing
those revenues by $700 mil-
lion to $850 million per
year.

“This is extra money
we’re taking from taxpay-
ers,” said House Ways and
Means Committee Chair-
man Tim Brown of  Craw-
fordsville. “Our job is to
give it back if  we don’t
need it.”

See Tax page 2

By MATTHEW LEE
and JAMEY KEATEN
Associated Press

GENEVA — The United States
and Russia sought to lower the
temperature in a heated stand-
off over Ukraine, even as they
reported no breakthroughs in
high-stakes talks today aimed at
preventing a feared Russian
invasion. 

Armed with seemingly
intractable and diametrically
opposed demands, U.S. Secre-
tary of  State Antony Blinken
and Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov met in Geneva
for roughly 90 minutes at what
the American said was a “criti-
cal moment.”

But there was no apparent
movement on either side.
Blinken said the U.S. and its
allies remain resolute in reject-
ing Russia’s most important
demands, which were laid out in
writing in two proposals last
month, and reiterated on Friday.
Moscow wants NATO to prom-

ise that Ukraine will never be
added as a member, that no
alliance weapons will be
deployed near Russian borders,
and that it pull back its forces
from Central and Eastern
Europe.

Blinken told Lavrov the U.S.
would give Russia written
responses to Moscow’s propos-
als next week and suggested the
two would likely meet again
shortly after that — possibly
delaying any invasion for at
least a few more days. 

Despite that, there was no

indication the U.S. responses
would be any different from the
flat-out rejections already
expressed publicly by Washing-
ton and its allies, clouding
future diplomatic efforts. 

With an estimated 100,000
Russian troops massed near
Ukraine, many fear Moscow is
preparing an invasion although
Russia denies that. The U.S. and
its allies are scrambling to pres-
ent a united front  to prevent
that or coordinate a tough
response if  they can’t.

See Lowering page 5

Lowering temperature

Governor,
Senate leaders

have raised
their doubts

Fate of
tax cut
plan is
unclear

Bloomberg/Nathan Laine

Exiting emergency
A souvenir store vendor wearing a protective

mask on a near empty street near the Sacre Coeur
church in Paris on Jan. 12. Europe is moving fast to
exit the emergency coronavirus measures that have
disrupted all aspects of life for the past two years, a
recognition that the measures have been largely futile
against the omicron variant.

U.S., Russia seek to
calm tensions despite
lack of breakthrough
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SERVICES
Saturday

Fortkamp, Jean: 10 a.m.,
Mary Help of Christians
Catholic Church, 403 Sharps-
burg Road, Fort Recovery.

Mallers, Judy: 11 a.m., Green
Park Cemetery Chapel, Port-
land.

Clisby, Dixie: 4 p.m., Baird-
Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Monday
Hein, Chuck: 10:30 a.m.,

Mary Help of Christians
Catholic Church, 403 Sharps-
burg Road, Fort Recovery.

Arnold, Steed: 1 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

Louise Ann Knoth
Louise Ann "Lou Ann" Knoth,

88, of  Coldwater, Ohio, died
Thursday at Briarwood Village in
Coldwater.

Arrangements are pending at
Brockman Boeckman Funeral
Home, Fort Recovery.

Charles Hein
April 18, 1953-Jan. 19, 2022

Charles "Chuck" Hein, 68, of
Fort Recovery, Ohio passed away
unexpectedly on Wednesday, Jan.
19, 2022, at Mercer Health in Cold-
water, Ohio.

Chuck was born on April 18,
1953, in Coldwater to the late
Charles J. and Mil-
dred (Reichert)
Hein.

Chuck is sur-
vived by his wife
of  37 years, Ange-
lika Schade Hein;
his two daughters,
Kimbra Hein
(Daniel Shelton)
of  Alpharetta,
Georgia, and Amanda (Tony)
Siegrist of  St. Henry, Ohio; and
his three grandchildren, Adalyn,
Theodore and Amelia, all of  St.
Henry. Chuck was looking for-
ward to meeting his fourth grand-
child in June.

Chuck is also survived by his
siblings, Barb Armstrong of
Maineville, Ohio, Jon (Rose) Hein
of  Greenville, Ohio, Mary Beth
McLaughlin of  Cincinnati,
Margo (Doug) Johnson of  Cincin-
nati, and Dan (Amy) Hein of
Cincinnati; his father-in-law,
Alfred Schade of  Tipp City, Ohio;

and his in-laws Rosemarie (Ted)
Allen of  Maineville, Ohio, and
Herbert (Susie) Mielke of  Xenia,
Ohio.

In addition to his parents,
Chuck was preceded in death by
his mother-in-law, Gisela Schade.

Chuck was an agency principal
and owner of  Fort Recovery
Insurance. Starting with his
father, Charlie, at Hein Insurance
Agency, his passion for insurance
led him to a fulfilling career of
over 45 years. He was a long-
standing fan of  the University of
Dayton Flyers and frequently
attended games with his wife,
Angelika. In his younger days,
Chuck was a volunteer firefighter
with Southwest Mercer Fire
Department. Chuck was a mem-
ber of  Mary Help of  Christians
Catholic Church, where he
served as a lector and eucharistic
minister. He was also a 4th degree
knight of  the Fort Recovery
Knights of  Columbus.

Fort Recovery was his home for
over 68 years. While he loved the
town, his true passion was the
people who make up the amazing
community. Chuck could fre-
quently be seen around Fort
Recovery donning his contagious
smile and greeting everyone he
passed. He rarely met a stranger,
and when he did, they didn't stay
strangers for long. He loved mak-
ing others smile and frequently
found ways to make this happen.

A Mass of  Christian Burial will
take place at 10:30 a.m. on Mon-
day, Jan. 24, 2022, at Mary Help of
Christians Catholic Church in
Fort Recovery, with Father Ned
Brown officiating.

For those who would prefer to
join remotely, the Mass will be
live streamed at fortrecov-
erycatholics.org/streamspot.

Guests may visit with Chuck's
family on Sunday, Jan. 23, 2022,
from 2 to 7 p.m. and again on
Monday from 9 to 10 a.m. at
Brockman Boeckman Funeral
Home in Fort Recovery.

In lieu of  flowers and gifts, the
family requests that donations be
sent to the Fort Recovery Com-
munity Foundation, P.O. Box 52,
Fort Recovery, OH 45846, to help
support the community that
Chuck loved.

Condolences may be shared
with the family by visiting brock-
manboeckmanfh.com.

Janet Schindler
Jan. 20, 1939-Jan. 19, 2022

Janet M. Schindler, 82, of
Decatur, passed away on Wednes-
day, Jan. 19, 2022, at her residence.

She was born in Decatur, Indi-
ana, on Jan. 20, 1939, the daughter
of  the late Gerald J. and Phyllis C.
(Kosht) Grand-
staff. On Aug. 3,
1957, she married
Joseph E.
Schindler, and he
preceded her in
death on March 26,
1999.

She attended
and graduated
from Monmouth
School and attended First United
Methodist Church. After gradua-
tion, she was employed at Lincoln
Life, Jimmies Pizza in Portland,
Nowaks Hallmark and Curves. 

Janet was also a homemaker,
most importantly, and enjoyed
raising her family. She liked to
write poetry and stories, paint, do
crafts and listen to music, and
loved history. Janet also enjoyed
spending time outside in nature
and traveling. 

She is survived by her two sons,
Steven J. Schindler of  Wesley
Chapel, Florida, and John J.
Schindler of  Decatur, Indiana;
two daughters, Suzanne (Wes)
Bloemker of  Naples, Florida, and
Juli (Timothy) Sordelet of
Columbia City, Indiana; grand-
children, Bradley (Angelina) Sor-
delet, Dana (Cody) Warner and
Caroline Bloemker; and great-
grandchildren, Jakob Jones and
Wyatt Sordelet.

Janet was preceded in death by
a son, Joey J. Schindler (in 2019);
a brother, Jerry Grandstaff; and
two sisters, Donna Fuelling and
Audrey Shaw.

A graveside service will be held
in Decatur Cemetery at a later
date.

Arrangements were handled
by Haggard-Sefton-Hirschy & Zelt
Funeral Home.

To sign our guest book, visit
hshfuneralhome.com.

Judy Mallers
May 3, 1938-Jan. 18, 2022

Judy Mallers, age 83, of  Green-
wood, Indiana, a former Portland
resident, passed away Tuesday,
Jan. 18, 2022, in Community
South Hospital in Indianapolis.

Judy was born in Decatur on
May 3, 1938, the daughter of  Mal-
colm and Marguerite (Fraylick)

Locke. She was
married on Dec.
26, 1960, to Antho-
ny George “Skip”
Mallers and he
passed away on
May 10, 1995.

Judy was a 1956
Decatur High
School graduate
and 1960 Ball State University
graduate. She was active with the
Muncie Catillian and Alpha Omi-
cron Pi Sorority.

Judy and her husband owned
and operated the Hines Theatre
and Sky Vue Drive In in Portland
and Delaware Cinema in Muncie.

Surviving are two sons, John
M. Mallers (wife: Elizabeth) of
Greenwood and George A.
Mallers II (wife: Min) of  Plano,
Texas; and one grandson,
Thomas Anthony Mallers.

Graveside services will be held
Saturday, Jan. 22, 2022, at 11 a.m.
in the Green Park Cemetery
Chapel with Pastor Joe Boggs
presiding.

In lieu of  flowers memorials
can be made to the charity of
choice.

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home
is in charge of  arrangements.

Condolences may be expressed
a bairdfreeman.com.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city, birth/death date and
service information. There is a
charge for obituaries, which are
accepted only from funeral homes
or mortuary services.

Obituaries

Hein

Schindler

Mallers

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................6.20
Feb. corn ..................6.23
Wheat ......................7.75

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................6.31
Feb. corn ..................6.31
March corn ..............6.26

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................6.11
Feb. corn ..................6.16
Beans ......................14.11
Feb. beans ..............14.11

Wheat ...................... 7.80
Feb. wheat .............. 7.80

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................6.11
Feb. corn ..................6.11
Beans ......................14.13
Feb. beans ..............14.13
Jan. wheat .............. 7.88

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.11
Feb. corn ..................6.11
Beans ......................13.98
Feb. beans ..............14.01
Wheat ......................7.55

Lotteries

On Jan. 21, 2010, the
U.S. Supreme Court, in
Citizens United v. Federal
Election Commission,
increased the power of
big business and labor
unions to influence gov-
ernment decisions by
freeing them to spend
their millions directly to

sway elections for presi-
dent and Congress.

In 1972, the Dunkirk
High School boys basket-
ball team fought off  Mar-
ion Bennett for an 87-84
victory. Freshman Kim
Younkin paced the Speed-
cats with 19 points.

—AP and The CR

CR almanac

29/19 27/16 36/23 28/11 22/9
Gusts may

reach as high
as 25 mph on
Saturday. The
low will be
around 19
degrees.

Wednes-
day looks to
be mostly
sunny. The
low may dip
to around 9.

Mostly
cloudy skies
are expected
Tuesday,
along with a
20% chance
of snow.

Snow is
likely Sunday
with a 70%
chance of 1 to
3 inches. Oth-
erwise, mostly
cloudy.

Another
chance of
snow before 3
p.m., then
sleet possi-
ble. 

Saturday
1/22

Sunday
1/23

Monday
1/24

Tuesday
1/25

Wednesday
1/26

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $76

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$376 million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 3-6-5
Daily Four: 8-8-2-8
Evening
Daily Three: 1-5-9
Daily Four: 5-8-0-2
Quick Draw: 2-5-8-12-

14-17-24-29-34-35-38-40-43-
52-53-54-66-73-76-78

Cash 5: 1-6-18-41-44
Estimated jackpot:

$132,000

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 0-2-9
Pick 4: 2-5-1-3
Pick 5: 3-7-4-2-8
Evening
Pick 3: 1-0-7
Pick 4: 1-1-0-4
Pick 5: 7-5-3-1-3
Rolling Cash: 6-16-18-

21-22
Estimated jackpot:

$110,000

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, com-
missioners’ room,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

3:30 p.m. — Jay Coun-

ty Solid Waste Manage-
ment District, 5948 W.
Indiana 67, Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

Methamphetamine
Four Muncie residents

were arrested this morning
for possession of  metham-
phetamine.

Police arrested 19-year
old Dalton L. Hall of  3115 S.
Hackley St., 46-year-old
Jackie C. Hall of  1704 S.
Franklin St., 27-year-old
Brandin M. Herniak of
3126 S. Pershing Drive and
28-year-old Taylor D.
Mason of  1803 S. Walnut St.
Apt. 1.

Herniak, Dalton Hall and
Jackie Hall were each pre-
liminarily charged with
three Level 6 felonies for
possession of  methamphet-
amine, maintaining a com-
mon nuisance and obstruc-
tion of  justice, a Class A
misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  marijuana and a
Class C misdemeanor for
possession of  parapherna-
lia.

Mason was preliminari-
ly charged with two Level 6
felonies for possession of
methamphetamine and

obstruction of  justice,
along with a Class A misde-
meanor for possession of
marijuana and a Class C
misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  paraphernalia.

They’re being held in Jay
County Jail. Their bonds
had not been set as of  this
morning.

Dealing marijuana
Three Michigan resi-

dents were arrested Thurs-
day for dealing marijuana.

Angeliz Roman-Patino,
19, 2021 Bucahna Ave.,
Grand Rapids, Juan R.
Molina, 45, 4448 Jefferson
Ave., Kentwood, and Juan
C. Patino-Gomez, 25, 2021
Bucahna Ave., Grand
Rapids, were all prelimi-
narily charged with two
Level 5 felonies for dealing
marijuana and neglect of  a
dependent, as well as a
Level 6 felony for maintain-
ing a common nuisance.

They’re being held on
$15,000 bonds in Jay Coun-
ty Jail.

Felony arrests

Continued from page 1
Republican Gov. Eric Hol-

comb and GOP Senate lead-
ers have raised doubts
about taking action on
major tax cuts this year,
saying they want to wait
until the 2023 session, when
lawmakers draft a new two-
year state budget and will
have more information
about the economy’s direc-
tion after federal COVID-19
relief  payments end.

House Republicans voted
down proposals from
Democrats to modify the
bill with steps such as

increasing the state’s tax
deduction on rent from
$3,000 to $5,000 a year, elim-
inating the sales tax on dia-
pers and tampons, and cre-
ating a state tax deduction
for child care expenses.
Democrats also sought to
lower the state’s 7% sales
tax rate, which is the sec-
ond highest in the country,
to 6.5%.

Republican House Speak-
er Todd Huston said he will
keep making the case to get
major tax cuts approved
before the end of  this year’s
legislative session.

Tax ...



The deadline is
approaching for a scholar-
ship available to future pro-
fessionals in the agricul-
ture industry.

Helena Agri-Enterprises
is offering $1,000 scholar-
ships to graduating high
school seniors planning to
study agriculture or sci-
ence. Applications are due
Jan. 30.

The company will award
scholarships to about 65

seniors across the Midwest
pursuing two or four-year
degrees in either field.

It’s available to the Class
of  2022 in several counties
and states, including

Adams, Blackford,
Delaware, Jay and Wells
counties. Students can visit
helenahomegrown.com to
apply.

Reading challenges
Jay County Public

Library has a reading chal-
lenges for all ages.

Teens and adults inter-
ested will receive a book-
mark log to write down
each book title as they read.

For each book, participants
will receive one entry into a
drawing for prizes. Chil-
dren can also participate by
picking up a log and mark-
ing off  15-minute time slots
as they read. Once complet-
ing five hours, children can
turn in the log for a prize.
They will also be entered
into a drawing.

To register, call (260) 726-
7890 or visit 315 N. Ship St.
in Portland.

DEAR ABBY: During
my teenage years, I was
repeatedly raped by my
brother. The emotional
and physical damage has
left my life broken. He is
now in a long-term rela-
tionship.  Should I tell his
girlfriend about the
abuse? When I confronted
him about it years ago, he
denied it. If  you were his
girlfriend, wouldn’t YOU
want to know? — HOLD-
ING A SECRET

DEAR HOLDING: Yes,
I would want to know.
I’ll bet your parents
would have also wanted
to know. As would your
teachers or school
counselors, so your
brother could have
been reported as a sexu-
al predator and
stopped. By all means
tell the girlfriend, par-
ticularly if  she has a
daughter.

P.S. Because what
your brother did has
left lasting scars, please
seek counseling with a
licensed therapist with
expertise in treating
victims of  sexual
abuse. Contact RAINN
(Rape, Abuse and Incest
National Network) for
more guidance. You
will find it on the inter-
net at rainn.org.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My girl-

friend, “Dyanne,” and I
recently had a baby con-
ceived not long after we
started dating. While I
love my child with all my
heart, Dyanne is con-
stantly dropping hints
that she wants an engage-
ment ring or a “promise
ring.” 

I understand why
because she has
explained her reasons.
But she’s pressuring me
to provide something I
believe should come when
I feel comfortable doing it.

While some would say I
don’t act like it, I’m tradi-
tional in some ways for a
millennial. I believe that
when I give someone a
ring, it should be because I
plan to marry her. I don’t
consider marriage the
way most do, and think I
can just get divorced and
it’s no big deal. I think
Dyanne puts too much
emphasis on what others
think and that’s one of  the
reasons she wants a ring. 

Am I wrong to stall
until I feel ready to actu-
ally propose and not just
say, “Sure. One day we
will, and here’s a ring in
the meantime”? — UNEN-
GAGED IN CALIFORNIA

DEAR UNENGAGED:
Nowhere in your letter
did you mention that
you love Dyanne. You
should not give her a
ring and keep her in a
holding pattern if  you
aren’t sure you want to
follow through with the
commitment. 

Be honest. Tell her
you care about her and
love your child and
intend to responsibly
co-parent with her, but
you are not ready for
marriage and don’t
know when you will be.
That’s the truth.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by

Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O.
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.

Students on the first semester
honor roll at Jay County High
School were recently announced.
The following are sophomores
and freshmen named on the list:

Sophomores Tommy D. Adkins,
Houston T. Ballard, Cade M.
Bechtol, Zion M. Beiswanger,
Joseph A. Belda, Wesley J. Bihn,
Hannah E. Boggs, Hunter L.
Bouse, Benjamin R. Bracy,
Makaylah M. Brainerd, Jose I.
Bravo-Torres, Mackenzie R.
Brown, Sean A. Carpenter and
Isabel Castro Martell.

Also Riah G. Champ, Cameron
D. Clark, Kenzie J. Clayton, Cas-
sandra A. Coffin, Brayden M.
Collins, Emily E. Craig, Kylie M.
Davidson, Morgan D. Davis,
Justin L. DeHoff, Brooke L.
Delaney, Isabella R. Denton,
Caleb J. DeRome, Maggie D. Dil-
lon, Abraham D. Dirksen, Brean-
na C. Dirksen, Olivia L. Duncan,
Jackson J. Edwards, Kailey
Emery, Jordan T. Foy, Madyson S.
Fraley, Marisa Gallegos-Vargas
and Bryan A. Garcia Benitez.

Also Riley J. Garland, Liam I.
Garringer, Ryne K. Goldsworthy,
Brenna E. Haines, Hayden L.
Hardman, Willow C. Hardy, Alli-
son L. Hawbaker, Benjamin
Heath, Joske S. Herndon, Garrett
E. Hime, Mollie M. Hines, Made-
line N. Hudson, Zander N. Hud-
son, Ellie J. Klarer, Kenzie R.
Landon, Hannah G. Laux, Reece
A. Leavell, Katie M. Likens,
Natalie A. Link, Nathan L.
Lothridge, Peyton M. Lykins,

Nicholas R. Lyons, Danielle G.
May, Ava J. Miller, Isaac C. Miller,
Timoteo J. Minnich, Luke L.
Muhlenkamp, Mason J. Muh-
lenkamp, Molly I. Muhlenkamp,
Regina R. Muhlenkamp and
Parker A. Nichols.

Also Emma F. Outcalt, Ty E.
Paxson, Kaley N. Pettus, Nevin
M. Phillips, Madison R. Reier,
Kallie M. Richardson, Erin N.
Ring, Chloe M. Ruiz, Samantha
A. Sager, Sophia M. Saxman,
Zoey L. Shaneyfelt, Gage E. Sims,
Alexander J. Smith, Emily N.
Smith, Conner O. Specht, Madi-
son R. Thomas, Azalea D. Thomp-
son, Luke M. Vormohr, Macken-
zie S. Weesner, Elizabeth J. Wen-
del, Bryce R. Wenk, Leah E. Wen-
ning, Anthony E. Wood, Mark D.
Woodall.

Freshmen Mattie A. Affolder,
Alyssa D. Aker, Chloe E. Alexan-
der, Adam M. Alig, Brenna N.
Bailey, Rhyanne M. Baldauf,
Carter N. Barton, Emily J. Bell,
Coryn F. Blalock, Alexa E. Bravo,
James M. Brunswick, Cherith B.
Butler, Griffin R. Byrum, Rose M.
Carter, Melanie Cavanzon, Dylan
Chalfant, Dakota S. Chowning,
Keira R. Corwin, Olivia L. Cox,
Kadon W. Craig, Ellie N. Darnell,
Morgan L. DeHoff, Addison R.
Denney, Adriene D. Denney, Eli
A. Dirksen, Meredith K. Dirksen,
Jenna M. Dues, Gretchen A.
Elliott, Corey L. Emery and Jas-
mine M. Esparza.

Also Megan M. Faller, Maliah
J. Fosnaugh, Luke H. Fugiett,

Caden H. Gambill, Nova C. Gar-
ringer, Ayla M. Grabner, Madison
N. Guntle, Jocelyn E. Haggard,
Ares M. Hambrock, Trenten W.
Hamilton, Courtney G. Harris,
Rihanna L. Hartman, Brady L.
Hess, Isaac K. Homan, Jayla M.
Huelskamp and Kenzie E. Huey.

Also Jordyn N. Hutzler, Mason
E. Johnson, Blake D. Kahlig,
Alexis M. Kirk, Kayden W. Law-
head, Austyn C. LeMaster, Emma
C. Lemaster, Lina J. Lingo,
Gretchen D. Link, Myra Lopez
Gonzalez, Savannah R. Lugar,
Jaelynn G. Lykins, Dylan A. Mar-
entes-Estrada, Aubrey M.
Millspaugh, Audrey M. Muh-
lenkamp, Daisy L. Muhlenkamp,
Duston D. Muhlenkamp, Levi J.
Muhlenkamp, Daysha M. Mum-
bower, Austin J. Myers, Alan G.
Navarro-Garcia, Elizabeth J.
Nuckols and Jade R. Nuckols.

Also Cameran J. Paxson,
Cassie M. Petro, Gabe A. Pinker-
ton, Ciara N. Priest, Emma E.
Ransom, Layne T. Reidt, Zoe A.
Romine, Adamaris Ruiz-Herrera,
Brenden M. Runyon, Inara I.
Sanderson, Carlene S.
Shaneyfelt, Peyton M. Shannon,
Jozey J. Shimp, Sophia E. Shu-
maker, Elizabeth C. Shutz, Bre-
anne A. Siegrist, Gage L. Smith,
Madelynn R. Snow, Rylee J. Sol-
lars, Sophia R. Sprunger, Ella M.
Stockton, Zedrian L. Vazquez,
Keegan B. Wasson, Carter L.
Wellman, Kiley R. Williams,
Heavyn L. Willoughby, Mallory K.
Winner, Gavin W. Young.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
DUNKIRK HISTORI-

CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
the first and third Friday
of  each month in the for-
mer W.E. Gaunt Jewelry
building, 113 S. Main St.,
Dunkirk.

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will meet at
noon Friday, Jan. 21, at
Harmony Cafe in Port-
land.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. upstairs at True

Value Hardware, Meridi-
an Street, Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 729-2532.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE
SOLDIER — Is open from
noon to 5 p.m. the first
and third Saturday and
Sunday of  the month. It
is located at 510 E. Arch
St., Portland. The website
is
museumofthesoldier.com
.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

BRYANT AREA COM-
MUNITY CENTER —
Walking from 9 to 10 a.m.
every Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to
noon each Monday at Jay
Community Center.

EUCHRE –– Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free preg-
nancy testing with ongo-
ing support during and
after pregnancy. The cen-
ter is located at 216 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
Hours are 1 to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
For more information or
to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist
Church, 204 E. Arch St. in
Portland. Everyone is
welcome. 

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 5:30
p.m., with the meeting at
6 p.m., in the fellowship
hall at Evangelical
Methodist Church, 930 W.
Main St., Portland. New
members welcome. For
more information, call
(260) 726-5312. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Tuesday
JAY COUNTY PAS-

TORS AND CHAPLAINS
— Meet at 8 a.m. on the
fourth Tuesday of  each
month at Richard’s
Restaurant.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Dear
Abby

Sexual abuse
kept hidden

Underclassmen make honor roll

Community Calendar

Scholarship deadline is near
Taking
Note
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I wasn’t afraid of  catching the
coronavirus — maybe that was
my initial problem.

I’d heard all of  the stories
about people older than me who
had died from the virus. I’d
heard about young adults my age
who now have life-long complica-
tions resulting from COVID-19.

I didn’t think it would hit me
hard because I’m young. Even if
I got sick, I reckoned, I wouldn’t
be concerned. Vaccinated adults
in their 20s seem to have fewer
issues with the virus. I never
thought I would be scared if  I
caught it myself.

Boy, was I wrong.
A few weeks ago, I caught what

I suspect to be the omicron vari-
ant of  coronavirus. It took me
about a week and a half  to
return to work, although I tried
to do what I could from home.
There’s only about so much you
can do when you’re nursing a
nightmarish headache and find
yourself  unable to stay awake for
more than five hours at a time.

That Monday night I started to
feel some nausea while on my
way to a meeting. I hadn’t eaten
much that day, so I assumed I
needed a snack. The feeling was
soon followed by chills. I guessed
they came from the cold weather
freezing my bones. A seething
headache also erupted in my
skull.

I walked in to the meeting,
took a seat and glanced over the
agenda. Suddenly I found myself
extremely hot and unable to
focus on any words being spo-
ken. 

Was I going to vomit? Was I
going to pass out? Possibly both. 

I ducked out of  there and
booked it to my car. Something
wasn’t right.

As soon as my car door shut, I
collapsed on my steering wheel.
A dizzying feeling came over me,
and nausea faded in and out
every other moment.

My head slid down onto the
horn, and it let out a loud honk. I
jumped in my seat. Thankfully
no one came to check it out.

I didn’t want to cause a scene, I
thought. I was just sick.

Then again, I had no idea what
was happening to me. I’d never
had a cold like this before.

I sent a text to CR editor and
publisher Ray Cooney to let him
know the situation. With my
hands gripping the steering
wheel, I pulled out of  the parking
lot and headed home.

That’s when the flood gates
opened. A full-scale panic attack
enveloped me, and I couldn’t stop
it. All I could do was take deep
breaths and try to convince
myself  I would be OK.

Whether or not it would actu-
ally be OK, though, I had no idea.

Half-delirious, I found myself
on my back door steps and fum-
bling with my keys. I soon col-

lapsed on the couch and told my
boyfriend the situation.

“Should we go to the hospital?”
Justin asked.

I didn’t want to pay the med-
ical bills if  this was just a bad
cold. I put Justin in charge — if  I
became unresponsive, he would
take me there.

We never left the house that
evening.

I’m thankful I got vaccinated.
If  I hadn’t gotten the shots,
Justin likely would have needed
to take me to the hospital that
night.

My fever eventually subsided.
It was replaced with a runny
nose, sore throat, congestion and
coughing. The headache and
fatigue wore on for another
week.

After four days of  hell, I final-
ly had an answer as to my condi-
tion.

There’s nothing like sitting in
your living room, alone, staring
at a positive test result on your
phone.

Oh, you realize. You have
COVID-19.

Just how did I catch it? No
one I’d been around was sick …
that I knew of.

And it’s not like I ignored the
coronavirus pandemic alto-
gether. I tried to be careful … at
first. 

I wore my mask in public set-
tings, avoided large gatherings
and, perhaps the most impor-
tant, got vaccinated. Like every-
one else, though, I started wear-
ing my mask and social distanc-
ing at fewer and fewer events as
summer hit. When case num-
bers began to rise, I was hesi-
tant to don the facial covering
again. I was vaccinated, after
all. I should be just fine.

Then I contracted COVID-19.
Mentally, I wasn’t fine.

It’s scary to lose control of
your body. It is terrifying to try
to sleep off  something when its
whole purpose is to weaken you.

I’m taking as many precau-
tions as I can now. I don’t want
to feel like that ever again. 

But it leaves me wondering if
more people should be afraid of
getting COVID.

When COVID-19 came, it hit hard

The Republic (Columbus) 
Orwellian legislation

that would seek to limit
what can be taught in Indi-
ana schools is terrible for a
multitude of  reasons — so
bad that once again, the
Indiana General Assem-
bly’s work product has
made the state a national
laughingstock.

To the credit of  Republi-
can Senate President Pro
Tem Rodric Bray (R-Mar-
tinsville), he pulled the
plug on one of  the most
onerous bills, conceding
“there is no path forward
for it and it will not be con-
sidered.” Other similar
bills in the House also aim
to muzzle education, and
they, too, should be aban-
doned.

Bray halted Indiana’s
latest legislative embar-
rassment, Senate Bill 167,
after it made an ignomin-
ious appearance on the
national stage. Sen. Scott
Baldwin, R-Noblesville,
authored the bill that
would have required,
among other things, that
all school curricula be
posted online. It also would
have banned the teaching
of  concepts such as critical
race theory, and mandated
that schools “may not
include or promote certain
concepts as part of  a
course of  instruction or in
a curriculum or direct or
otherwise compel a school
employee or student to
adhere to certain tenets
relating to the individual’s
sex, race, ethnicity, reli-
gion, color, national origin,
or political affiliation.”

A teacher testifying at a
Senate hearing on the bill
noted the problem this
would create in teaching,
for instance, why the Unit-
ed States entered World
War II — to defeat Nazism
and fascism. In educating
students, the teacher said,
“We’re not neutral on
Nazism and fascism. … We
take a stand in the class-
room against it, and it’s
important that we do.”

Baldwin felt a need to
respond to that. This is
what he said: “I’m not dis-
crediting as a person,
Marxism, Nazism, fascism.
I’m not discrediting any of
those ‘isms’ out there, and I
have no problem with the
education system provid-
ing instruction on the exis-
tence of  those ‘isms’; I
believe that we’ve gone too
far when we take a position
on those ‘isms’ … we need
to be impartial.”

The senator said we need

to be impartial. About
Nazis.

Late-night TV host
Stephen Colbert played the
entirety of  the above
exchange to a studio audi-
ence that groaned in disbe-
lief at Baldwin’s words, and
a nationwide home viewing
audience surely shook its
head — yet again — at Indi-
ana.

After Baldwin’s remarks
were condemned by the
Anti-Defamation League
and others, he tried to clar-
ify, saying he “failed to ade-
quately articulate” that he
thought these “isms” were
a stain on history. “‘Failed
to adequately articulate’ is
a pretty generous way of
describing, ‘I said the oppo-
site,’” Colbert quipped.

What legislation like this
really wants to do, at bot-
tom, is restrict certain top-
ics from being taught in our
schools at all. For instance,
America’s original sin of
slavery. Or our violent his-
tory toward American Indi-
ans. Or the Holocaust. Or
any number of  uncomfort-
able facts of  human life on
planet Earth.

Besides being bad policy,
any court challenge would
almost certainly find such
language is unconstitution-
ally overbroad, violates the
First Amendment, and
strips local school boards
of  control over curriculum.

But our elected officials
in the Indiana General
Assembly enact laws virtu-
ally every year that, after
making the state a laugh-
ingstock, get struck down
or reversed.

It’s as if  they never learn.

Bills have made
us a laughingstock

By MIKE PENCE
Special To The Washington Post

Now that the anniversary of  Jan. 6
has come and gone, some of  us who
lived through that tragic day in 2021
are getting a clearer picture of  what
was and is at stake. On Jan. 6, an
angry mob ransacked the Capitol,
largely to try to get Congress and me,
as the president of  the Senate, to use
federal authority to overturn results
of  the presidential election that had
been certified by all 50 states.

Lives were lost and many were
injured, but thanks to the selfless and
courageous work of  law enforcement,
the Capitol was secured, and Con-
gress was able to reconvene the very
same day and complete its work
under the Constitution and laws of
the United States.

In the year since that fateful day,
states across the country have enact-
ed measures to try to restore confi-
dence in the integrity of  our elections
while ensuring access to voting for
every American. Georgia, Arizona
and Texas have led the way with com-
mon-sense reforms, such as requiring
verifiable identification on absentee
ballots and using cameras to record
ballot processing.

Despite this steady progress of
state-based reforms, now come Presi-
dent Joe Biden and Senate Democrats
with plans to use the memory of  Jan.
6 to attempt another federal power
grab over our state elections and
drive a wedge further into our divid-
ed nation.

Their plan to end the filibuster to
allow Democrats to pass a bill nation-
alizing our elections would offend the
Founders’ intention that states con-
duct elections just as much as what
some of  our most ardent supporters
would have had me do one year ago.

Under the Constitution, elections
are largely determined at the state
level, not by Congress — a principle I
upheld on Jan. 6 without compro-
mise. The only role of  Congress with

respect to the electoral college is to
“open, present and record” votes sub-
mitted and certified by the states. No
more, no less. The notion that Con-
gress would break the filibuster rule
to pass a law equaling a wholesale
takeover of  elections by the federal
government is inconsistent with our
nation’s history and an affront to our
Constitution’s structure.

Democrats in Congress don’t like
the way many states have governed
over the past year. In fact, Senate
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-
N.Y., recently compared Republican
state officials to “violent insurrec-
tionists” who stormed the Capitol
because they had the audacity to pass
legislation designed to eliminate
voter fraud.

Biden and the Democrats’ plan
advancing in Congress would mas-
sively increase opportunities for elec-
tion fraud, further erode confidence
in our elections and deliver an irre-
versible victory for the radical left.

The plan would mandate the most
questionable and abuse-prone elec-
tion rules nationwide, while banning
common-sense measures to detect,
deter and prosecute election fraud.

For example, states would be forced
to adopt universal mail-in ballots, to
provide same-day voter registration,
online voter registration, easier voter
registration through motor vehicle
departments offices and a minimum
15 days of  early voting. Duplicate
voter registration records would
abound, states’ voter-ID requirements
would be dramatically weakened, and
anyone, including undocumented

people, who simply signed a sworn
written statement claiming to be eli-
gible to vote would be permitted to do
so. The opportunities for voter fraud
would explode.

States would also be required to
count every mail-in vote that arrives
up to seven days after Election Day.
Ballot harvesting — wherein which
paid political operatives collect
absentee ballots from places such as
nursing homes — would be legal
nationwide, exposing our most vul-
nerable voters to coercion and
increasing the risk that their ballots
would be tampered with.

Our Founders were deeply suspi-
cious of  consolidated power in the
nation’s capital. They also were right-
ly concerned with foreign interfer-
ence if  presidential elections were
governed by or decided in the capital.
Those were among the reasons the
constitutional convention settled on
state-based elections and limited the
role of  the federal government in the
election of  the nation’s leaders.

Jan. 6 was a dark day in the history
of  our nation that was overcome by
the courage of  our Capitol Hill police
and the willingness of  the elected rep-
resentatives of  the American people
in both parties to keep their oaths and
uphold a constitutional framework
that has been the bulwark of  the
freest and most prosperous nation in
history.

With this anniversary passed, I call
on my former colleagues in the Sen-
ate to do as you did before: Uphold the
right of  states to conduct and certify
elections. Reject this latest attempt to
give Washington the power to decide
how the United States’ elections are
run. And keep the oath you made
before God and the American people
to support and defend the Constitu-
tion.

••••••••••
Pence was vice president of  the Unit-

ed States from 2017 to 2021 and is for-
mer governor of  Indiana.

Power grabs should be halted
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Line
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from being
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schools at all.
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Continued from page 1
“We didn’t expect any

major breakthroughs to
happen today, but I believe
we are now on a clearer
path to understanding each
other’s positions,” Blinken
said after the meeting.

Blinken said Lavrov
repeated Russia’s insis-
tence that it has no plans to
invade Ukraine, but the
U.S. and its allies were not
convinced.

“We’re looking at what is
visible to all, and it is deeds
and actions and not words
that make all the differ-
ence,” he said, adding that
Russia should remove its
troops from the Ukrainian
border if  it wanted to prove
its point.

Lavrov, meanwhile,
called the talks “construc-
tive and useful” but
declined to characterize the
U.S. pledge.

“I can’t say whether we
are on the right track or
not,” he told reporters. “We
will understand that when
we receive the U.S. written
response to all of  our pro-
posals.”

Blinken suggested there
was no leeway on Russia’s
demands, saying firmly:
“There is no trade space
there: None.”

The U.S. and its allies say
Russian President
Vladimir Putin knows the
demands are nonstarters,
adding that they’re open to
less-dramatic moves.

Blinken said the U.S.
would be open to a meeting
between Putin and U.S.
President Joe Biden, if  it
would be “useful and pro-
ductive.” The two have met
once in person in Geneva
and have had several virtu-
al conversations on
Ukraine that have proven
largely inconclusive.

Washington and its allies
have repeatedly promised
consequences  such as bit-
ing economic sanctions
against Russia — though
not military action — if  it
invades. Blinken repeated
that Friday, saying the U.S.
and its allies were commit-
ted to diplomacy but also
committed “if  that proves
impossible, and Russia
decides to pursue aggres-

sion against Ukraine, to a
united, swift and severe
response.”

But he said he also want-
ed to use the opportunity to
share directly with Lavrov
some “concrete ideas to
address some of  the con-
cerns that you have raised,
as well as the deep con-

cerns that many of  us have
about Russia’s actions.” 

Amid the diplomacy,
more Russian troops were
moving into the neighbor-
hood for training exercises
with neighboring Belarus,
while Western allies were
supplying weaponry and
equipment to Ukraine.
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Continued from page 1
All of  the contests Jay

County is involved in this
year will be back to a pre-
liminary and finals for-
mat.

Saturday’s schedule at
Pendleton Heights —
masks are “strongly sug-
gested” for everyone
when they are not per-
forming — features Patri-
ot Edition at 9 a.m. with
Just Treble to follow at
2:30 p.m. Finals will be in
the evening.

Patriot Edition, Jay
County’s co-ed choir, will
be competing against
groups from Anderson
Prep, New Castle, Roncal-
li, Teays Valley and Gar-
rett. Just Treble will be in
women’s division – tier II
against only Glamorous
Edition of  Teays Valley,
located in Ashville, Ohio,
south of  Columbus.

The rest of  the JCHS
schedule this year
includes visits to both the
Carroll Classic and the
Homestead Classic Show-
case on Feb. 12, the Chu-
rubusco Show Choir Invi-
tational on March 4 and
the Garrett Railroader
Rush Invitational on
March 11.

Jay County’s Patriot
Edition and Just Treble
groups already got their
first taste of  being on
stage this year, perform-
ing in exhibition last
weekend as they hosted
the Jay County Show
Choir Spectacular.
(Noblesville’s NHS
Singers won the event.)

“It’s really, really great
experience for the kids,”
said Denney. “Because
they know what they
want from the experience
of  going to another
school, and they want to
provide that for the kids
(from other schools). So, I
love that.

“I love the camaraderie
the kids get to have with
other schools.

“And I love being able
to get judges’ feedback

before we literally go on
the road and do it for
real.”

Jay County is coming
off  of  a 2021 season in
which Patriot Edition
placed third at each of  its
first three competitions.
It closed strong, earning
grand champion honors

at the Garrett Railroader
Rush Invitational while
also winning the award
for best vocals.

Just Treble’s top efforts
in 2021 were third-place
finishes at DeKalb and
Garrett.

At Bluffton Street Fair
in the fall, Patriot Edition

took second place while
Just Treble came in third.

“Both groups desper-
ately want to be their
best,” said Denney. “They
want to be very success-
ful. They’re not afraid to
do whatever it takes, with
hard work, to reach their
dreams and their goals.”

Choir ...

Lowering ...

By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press

TOKYO — Restaurants
and bars will close early in
Tokyo and a dozen other
areas across Japan begin-
ning Friday as the country
widens COVID-19 restric-
tions due to the omicron
variant, which has caused
cases to surge to new highs
in metropolitan areas.

The restraint, which is
something of  a pre-state of
emergency, is the first
since September and is
scheduled to last through
Feb. 13. With three other
prefectures — Okinawa,
Hiroshima and Yamaguchi
— under similar measures
since early January, the
state of  restraint now cov-
ers 16 areas, or one-third of
the country.

While many Japanese
adults are fully vaccinated
against COVID-19, few
have gotten a booster shot,
which has been a vital pro-
tection from the highly
contagious omicron vari-
ant of  the coronavirus. 

The Health Ministry on
Friday approved Pfizer
vaccinations for children
aged 5-11, who are increas-
ingly vulnerable to infec-
tion.

Throughout the pandem-
ic, Japan has resisted the
use of  lockdowns to limit
the spread of  the virus and
has focused on requiring
eateries to close early and
not serve alcohol, and on
urging the public to wear
masks and practice social
distancing, as the govern-
ment seeks to minimize
damage to the economy. 

Under the latest meas-
ures, most eateries are
asked to close by 8 or 9
p.m., while large events
can allow full capacity if
they have anti-virus plans.
In Tokyo, certified eateries
that stop serving alcohol
can stay open until 9 p.m.
while those serving alco-
hol must close an hour ear-
lier.

Restaurants that close at

9 p.m. and don’t serve alco-
hol receive 30,000 yen
($263) per day in govern-
ment compensation, while
those that close at 8 p.m.
get 25,000 yen ($220) per
day.

Critics say the measures,
which almost exclusively
target bars and restau-
rants, make little sense
and are unfair.

Mitsuru Saga, the man-
ager of  a Japanese-style
“izakaya” restaurant in
downtown Tokyo, said he
chose to serve alcohol and
close at 8 p.m. despite
receiving less compensa-
tion from the government. 

“We cannot make busi-
ness without serving alco-
hol,” Saga said in an inter-
view with Nippon Televi-
sion. “It seems only eater-
ies are targeted for
restraints.”

Some experts question
the effectiveness of  placing
restraints only on eateries,
noting that infections
show no signs of  slowing
in the three prefectures
that have already been sub-
jected to the measures for
nearly two weeks.

After more than two
years of  repeated
restraints and social dis-
tancing requests, Japanese
are increasingly becoming
less cooperative to such
measures. People are back
to commuting on packed
trains and shopping at
crowded stores. 

Tokyo’s main train sta-
tion of  Shinagawa was
packed as usual with com-
muters rushing to work
Friday morning. 

Japan briefly eased bor-
der controls in November
but quickly reversed them
to ban most foreign
entrants when the omicron
variant began spreading in
other countries. Japan
says it will stick to the
stringent border policy
through the end of  Febru-
ary as the country tries to
reinforce medical systems
and treatment. 

Japan widens
its restrictions

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Members of Jay County High School’s Just Treble show choir, including
Maddy Wenk (pictured) perform during their fall concert. Just Treble’s top finishes
last season were third place in competitions at DeKalb and Garrett.
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(765) 546-8801

moc.oohay@ecneferg
“SINCE 1969”

LVINY•RESIDENTIAL
LAIRTSUDNI•LAICREMMOC•MRFA

GABBARD FENCE
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asi/Vcsi/DMC

Visit Us At:
thecr.com
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PUBLIC AUCTION

A

ocated : 112 N Wayne
Street

Fort Recovery, OH,
Saturday Morning
JANUARY 29, 2022

10:00 A.M.
COMPLETE DISPER-

SAL OF
MAYYS TV

yramid 70V PA amplifi-
er with mic talk over;

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located in the Bubp
Exhibition Hall at Jay
County Fairgrounds,

Portland, IN
Saturday Morning
January 22, 2022

9:30 a.m.
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS -GUNS
Bowser 1913 gas pump;
Dr Pepper sign; Mail

UPCOMING AUCTIONS
Bricker Auction Compa-
ny 414 N Meridian St.
Portland, IN Jan. 15th -
Covington Personal

Property Auction Online
Only Auction - First item
will be closing @ 7:00
PM BIG collection of

Coca - Cola memorabil-
ia, garage items, Hot
Wheels cars furniture

CDL OTR
Flexible ho
home 3 out
ends. 2019 C
spd / Casc

Can get $15
3 yrs. CDL
RGN, SD e
All miles, dr
time, and we
paid if out.

260- 27

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP

 
    

 
   

 
   
 
 
  
 

   
    

  
  
 

 
   

  
  

   
  

   
    

  
   

   
     

   
  
   

  
   

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

   

 
   
   

 
 

 
    
 

  
 

   
   
   

  
  
  

   
  

   
  

    
   

   
    

   
   

    
   
    
   
  

   
   
   

   
     

    
  
  

   

    
   
    

     
   

 
 

 

  
   

 

   

 
  

    
    

 
  

    
    
   
   

   
  

  
   
    

  
    
    
  

  
  

   
    
    

    
  

  
    

   
   

  
 

  

  

  

  
    
     
  

 
 

  

  
   
  

   
 

   
 

   
  

 

  
  

     
   
  
   
    

   
   
   
   

  

   

 
 

    
   

    
 
   
  
  

   
   

  
  

 

  

  
  
   

  
  

 

  

  
   

    
  
  
  

 
  
   

  
  

 

  
  

 
  
  

  
   

  
  
  
  

  

 

  

   
   

     
   
 

  

   
   

  
    

  
   

    
     
 

 
  

   
 

 
    

          

  
 

 

  

  

R DRIVER
ome times,
t of 4 week-
Coronado 13
cadia/Auto.
500+ weekly.
L exp. req.
exp. helpful.
rops, down-
eekends are
Interested?
73-1245

FOR SALE

M SHEETS
007 thick.
shiny on one
nts each or
40, plus tax.
mmercial
09 W Main,
0-726-8141.
ND ROLLS

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

AT220 REAL ESTAATTE

FOR SALE 2 Bedroom
House, Gas heat, Locat-
ed at 127 E Baker St.
Portland IN. Call 765-
305-2248.

230 AUTOS TRUCKS

WPWAANTED 200 FOR RENT
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er with mic talk over;
Eclipse Sound Mixing
Board; amplifiers; Sen-
core Oscilloscope;

Whirlpool refrigerator;
RS Base Station radio;
speakers; fire alarms;
headsets; CB micro-
phones; TV parts and
pieces; New Britain
acked metal tool chest;
S & K wrenches; Cres-
cent wrenches; pipe

h l t f bl

Dr Pepper sign; Mail
Pouch sign; Moxie sign;
GE Automotive Bulbs
display case; Havoline
porcelain double sided
sign; 1886 Elgin pocket
watch; Moline pocket

watch; knifes; Hitler pho-
tograph/card; old military
pins; Sam Holt Arms Co.
Belgium double barrel 12
gauge stage coach gun;
and other items not list-

d

Wheels
Life Maga
vintage it
more! Ja
ningham
Only Auc
will be c
PM G

househo
mercial
other w
and mu
views a
d f

 
    

 
   

 
   
 
 
  
 

   
    

  
  
 

 
   

  
  

   
  

   
    

  
   

   
     

   
  
   

  
   

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

   

 
   
   

 
 

 
    
 

  
 

   
   
   

  
  
  

   
  

   
  

    
   

   
    

   
   

    
   
    
   
  

   
   
   

   
     

    
  
  

   

    
   
    

     
   

 
 

 

  
   

 

   

 
  

    
    

 
  

    
    
   
   

   
  

  
   
    

  
    
    
  

  
  

   
    
    

    
  

  
    

   
   

  
 

  

  

  

  
    
     
  

 
 

  

  
   
  

   
 

   
 

   
  

 

  
  

     
   
  
   
    

   
   
   
   

  

   

 
 

    
   

    
 
   
  
  

   
   

  
  

 

  

  
  
   

  
  

 

  

  
   

    
  
  
  

 
  
   

  
  

 

  
  

 
  
  

  
   

  
  
  
  

  

 

  

   
   

     
   
 

  

   
   

  
    

  
   

    
     
 

 
  

   
 

 
    

          

  
 

 

  

  

cars, furniture,
azines, assorted
tems, and much
an. 22nd - Cun-
m Auction Online
ction - First Item
closing @ 7:00
arage items,
old items, com-
weight bench,

work out items,
ch more ! Pre-
are held on Fri-
om 12:00 - 5:00
load our app
Auction Compa-
m your Apple or
e Play Store to
ur current and
g auctions! Cell:
3-0839 Bricker
Company Chad
er-Auctioneer
11600027

WOBS AANTED

260 27

130 MISC.

ALUMINUM
23”x30”,.0

Clean and s
side..35 ce
four for $1.4

The Com
Review, 30
Portland 260
PAPER EN
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab

P

230 AUTOS, T

CA$H PAAID FO
CARS Any ye
condition. Run
not. We tow aw
578-0111 or 2
2878. Massey’s

APWE PAAYY CASH
autos. We pick u
location. 1-765-5
or 1-765-8
Slocum’s Salvag
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tuO

TL

AA

T
wrenches; lots of cable
and wire; ; METAAL

SIGNS: Red Goose
hoes, Black Hawk, Red
Man, Clarks, Ariel

otors, Grape Nuts, and
Remington; and many
other items not listed.

PATT MAYYS
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyyons

AU10700085
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Troy Foust AU1980006

ed.
COINS

1851, 1853, and 1856
$1 gold pieces; 1910,
1911, and 1912 $2 ½
gold pieces; 1909 $5
gold piece; 100+ Mor-
gan Silver Dollars rang-
ing from 1878-1921

including 1878 CC and
1890 CC; and many
other coins not listed.

TOOLS
Power Twwin 50T press
with 3” shaft; Sears 36 x
10 lathe, Lincoln 225 arc

welder; die grinder;
welding helmet; and
many other items not

listed.
Please note that we will
be running 2 rings.

Doors will open at 7:30
a.m. day of sale for pre-

view.
FRED KAUFMAN

days fro
Down

(Bricker A
ny) from
Google
view ou

upcoming
260-703
Auction C

Bricke
AU

100 JO

AMISH
ING FOR
job is to
Pole b
remodeli
2489.

110 HE

$10,000
BONUS
RIENCED

√

 
    

 
   

 
   
 
 
  
 

   
    

  
  
 

 
   

  
  

   
  

   
    

  
   

   
     

   
  
   

  
   

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

   

 
   
   

 
 

 
    
 

  
 

   
   
   

  
  
  

   
  

   
  

    
   

   
    

   
   

    
   
    
   
  

   
   
   

   
     

    
  
  

   

    
   
    

     
   

 
 

 

  
   

 

   

 
  

    
    

 
  

    
    
   
   

   
  

  
   
    

  
    
    
  

  
  

   
    
    

    
  

  
    

   
   

  
 

  

  

  

  
    
     
  

 
 

  

  
   
  

   
 

   
 

   
  

 

  
  

     
   
  
   
    

   
   
   
   

  

   

 
 

    
   

    
 
   
  
  

   
   

  
  

 

  

  
  
   

  
  

 

  

  
   

    
  
  
  

 
  
   

  
  

 

  
  

 
  
  

  
   

  
  
  
  

  

 

  

   
   

     
   
 

  

   
   

  
    

  
   

    
     
 

 
  

   
 

 
    

          

  
 

 

  

  

AXLPPAXLP

765-at nter 
Randolphl 

-memilyam
onrmation 

   th Care. 
7n. aJdied 

whoan Mty 
m-mely mifa
b-pue thing

Coronery 

ce Noti

T

TRUCKS

OR JUNK
ear, any
nning or
way. 765-
260-729-
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Continued from page 8
“I thought we didn’t

start off  with very good
intensity tonight,” Comer
said. “But once the second
group came in, they
picked it up, and when the
first group went back in,
they played better.”

“It was a great team
effort,” he added. “Every-
one who played con-
tributed.”

With three regular sea-
son games left on the slate,
Comer said the Patriots
are progressing nicely, but
much still needs to be
done to prepare for the
postseason.

“We just need to keep
getting better,” Comer
said. “We need to come out
with intensity, work on
our defense, and keep get-
ting better. We need to con-

test shots better, and that
means we need to keep the
ball out of  the middle …
We’ve still got a lot to work
on.”

Delta coach Andy Lew-
man said he knew his
team would have his
hands full against the
Patriots, especially after
they had their winning
streak snapped.

“We knew they’d be
mad,” Lewman said. 

The Eagles have been
plagued by injuries this
season, Lewman said, and
that continued Thursday
night against Jay County,
with Kalyn Logan exiting
in the first quarter after
taking a hard fall to the
floor chasing a loose ball.

The Patriots return to
action Saturday night at
home against Southern

Wells. They close out the
2021-22 regular season
next week with games
Tuesday on the road at

Richmond and Thursday
at Heritage.

The IHSAA girls section-
al draw is Sunday night.

Continued from page 8
“Every time I go home,

people always talk trash
to me. I just finally need-
ed to get one,” Phinisee
said. “It’s just something
I won’t ever forget. Just
these fans, they’ve sup-
ported me through every-
thing, so I just want to
say thank you.”

Phinisee was sensa-
tional on a night when
the Hooisers (14-4, 5-3 Big
Ten) desperately needed
him. 

He made his first six
shots, his first three 3s,
had four steals and had a
season-high point total —
all in the first half.

With All-American
candidate Trayce Jack-
son-Davis limited to just
11 minutes total because
of  foul trouble, Indiana
relied heavily on its
perimeter players. 

Xavier Johnson added
18 points, Trey Galloway
scored eight and
harassed Purdue guard
Jaden Ivey on defense,
and Phinisee played his
best overall game all sea-
son.

As a result, the
Hoosiers snapped a nine-
game losing streak
against their biggest
rival, and thousands of
screaming fans stormed
the court when Ivey’s 3-
pointer to force overtime
rolled out as the buzzer
sounded.

“I had confidence on
the one I took, the one I
took where it was kind of
contested,” Ivey said. “I
tried to get it high off  the
glass so the bigs could get
a tip-in. My leg was both-
ering me all game, even
before the game I didn’t
know if  I could really
play because of  my groin.
It just sucks losing.”

Ivey scored 19 of  his 21
points in the second half
but missed a go-ahead
shot with seven seconds
left and the 3-pointer at
the buzzer after Jackson-
Davis made two free
throws to make it a three-
point game. Mason Gillis
had 13 points and seven
rebounds for the Boiler-
makers (15-3, 4-3), who
lost for the first time in
their last six trips to
Assembly Hall.

But after Phinisee
helped stake Indiana to a
37-28 halftime lead, Ivey
went to work. He spurred
a 9-2 run that cut the
deficit to 59-58 and he
finally tied the score at 63

with a mid-range jumper
with 3:36 to go. 

Twice the Boilermak-
ers had chances to take
the lead and failed before
Gillis’ layup with 1:08 to
play gave Purdue its first
lead of  the second half.

It didn’t last.
After Phinisee missed

a potential go-ahead 3 fol-
lowing one timeout, first-
year Indiana coach Mike
Woodson opted for an
inbounds play he added
earlier in the day and
again Phinisee got open.
This time, he made it
from the corner.

“Rob and I had a beau-
tiful conversation hours
before the ballgame and
it’s just nice to see how
he stepped up,” Woodson
said. “It’s a big win for
our team. It’s been a
while since we beat Pur-
due.”

Big picture
Purdue: Coach Matt

Painter has criticized his
team’s defense most of
this season and against
Indiana, it finally hurt
the Boilermakers. Indi-
ana made 10 of  its final 17
shots in the first half  and
Purdue gave up open
shots down the stretch.
Ten first-half  turnovers
by the Boilermakers did-
n’t help, especially on the
road.

Indiana: The Hoosiers
showed their resilience
after struggling early
with Jackson-Davis on
the bench. Woodson has
asked his bench to per-
form better lately and
Phinisee delivered in a
pinch. Now comes the big
question: Can Indiana
build from the momen-
tum of  this victory?

Poll implications
Purdue took advantage

of  two wins last week —
and a bevy of  upsets — to
return to the top five. It
may be a short stay. After
escaping with an over-
time win Monday at Illi-
nois, the Boilermakers
underperformed Thurs-
day. 

How far they slide may
depend on how impres-
sive they look this week-
end.

Indiana, meanwhile,
has been fighting to
reach the Top 25 all sea-
son. If  the Hoosiers fol-
low this win with anoth-
er on Sunday, they could
finally make it into the
rankings.

Edges ...

Bouncing ...
Class 3A No. 5

Jay County Patriots
at Delta Eagles

Girls varsity summary

Jay County (17-3)
FG FT-FTA PTS 

M. Mhlnkmp 2 2-4 6
Saxman 2 1-2 5
D. Mhlnkmp 2 0-0 4
May 0 0-0 0
Bilbry 3 0-0 6
Rodgers 3 0-0 7
Schwtrmn 7 2-2 18
B. Dirksen 4 0-0 9
Ma. Dirksen 4 2-2 10
Me. Dirksen 0 1-2 1
Denton 0 0-0 0
Hollowell 0 1-2 1
Totals 27 9-14 67

.642

Delta (3-15)
FG FT-FTA PTS

Logan 0 0-0 0
Carter 2 1-2 6

Stroble 0 0-0 0
Rouse 3 1-1 9
Cool 1 0-0 2
Bell 0 0-0 0
Hamilton 0 0-0 0
Ray 0 0-0 0
Totals 6 2-3 17

.667

Score by quarters
Jay Cty 11 22 15 19 — 67
Delta 5 6 6 0 — 17

3-point shooting: Jay County 6
(Schwieterman 2,  Ma. Dirksen 2,
Rodgers, B.  Dirksen), Delta 3
(Rouse 2, Carter).

Rebounds: Jay County 28, Delta
12.

Personal fouls: Jay County 7,
Delta 6.

Turnovers: Jay County 6, Delta
23.

Box score

The Commercial Review/David Vantress

Meredith Dirksen of Jay County High School drives on the perimeter against a pair of Delta
defenders Thursday night at Delta. The Patriots won, 67-17.
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Sports
Friday, January 21, 2022

Patriots host ACAC
swimming championships,
see Sports on tap

Get all of your local
sports information online

by visiting thecr.com

ST. HENRY, Ohio — It’s
been a difficult year for
the Indians.

Some promise showed
through Thursday as a
couple of  underclassman
powered them to their
third win.

Sophomore Mara Pear-
son and freshman
Kennedy Muhlenkamp
combined
for 21 sec-
ond-half
points to
carry the Fort Recovery
High School girls basket-
ball team to a 37-30 victory
over St. Henry.

The teams were tied at
four after the first quarter
and 11 at halftime before
Pearson exploded in the
third quarter. Her nine
points in the quarter, com-
bined with four from Muh-
lenkamp and a Cali Wen-
del 3-pointer, gave the
Tribe (3-12, 2-5 Midwest
Athletic Conference) the
lead for good.

Pearson (16 points) and
Muhlenkamp (12 points)
then combined to hit sixth
fourth-quarter free throws
in the win.

The FRHS junior varsi-
ty team lost 24-22. Eva
Kahlig had the team-high
of  six points.

Jay eighth rolls
The Jay County Junior

High School eighth grade
girls basketball team dom-
inated the first quarter
Thursday night against
South Adams and cruised
to a 32-24 victory.

The first quarter was all
about the Patriots, who
shut out South Adams 16-
0. The lead was 22-8 at half-
time and 32-16 heading
into the final period.

Alexis Sibray powered
Jay County to the victory
with 16 points. Mya Kun-
kler and Rinah Cross
added six points apiece.

Youth
powers
Tribe
to 3rd
victory

Local
roundup

By MICHAEL MAROT 
AP Sports Writer

BLOOMINGTON, Ind.
— Rob Phinisee spent
four seasons waiting for a
moment like the one he
celebrated Thursday
night.

It even took him two
chances to cash in.

The junior guard

scored 17 points in the
first half  and then closed
out a career-high 20-point
game by making the go-
ahead 3-pointer with 16.5
seconds left to send Indi-
ana past No. 4 Purdue 68-
65 for Phinisee’s first win
over his hometown
school.

See Edges page 7

IU edges Purdue

By DAVID VANTRESS
The Commercial, Review

MUNCIE — One good
way to get over having a
winning streak snapped
is to start a new one. 

That’s exactly what
the Class 3A No. 5 Jay
County High School
girls basketball team did
Tuesday night on the
road against the Delta
Eagles, rolling to a 67-17
victory.

The Patriots were
coming off  of  a 58-53
loss Tuesday at Class 3A
No. 7 Norwell, their first
defeat since Nov. 20. It
marked the end of  a 13-
game winning streak.

With the regular sea-
son winding down, Jay
County got what it
hopes will be a new win-
ning streak started as it
exploded for 22 second-
quarter points en route
to the 50-point victory.

It took almost the
whole first quarter for
the Patriots (16-3) to get
in gear in this one: They
led just 11-5 at the first
stop. But once they
started with the big  sec-

ond quarter, they were
pretty much unstop-
pable.

Jay County led 33-11 at
halftime and 48-12 after
three, triggering the

running clock for the
remainder of  the game.

Renna Schwieterman
led Jay County with 18
points. Madison Dirksen
added 10 and Breanna

Dirksen chipped in with
nine. 

Abby Rouse led Delta
with nine points. Han-
nah Carter added six. 

Jay County coach

Kirk Comer liked the
way his team was able to
shake off  Tuesday
night’s tough loss at
Norwell.

See Bouncing page 7

Bouncing back

The Commercial Review/David Vantress

Jay County High School senior Izzy Rodgers looks to make a move to the basket as host
Delta’s Abby Rouse defends Thursday night. The Patriots won, 67-17.

No. 5 Jay
clobbers

the Eagles
after loss
Tuesday


