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designs for them on different

John Hankins placed a
wooden cutting board inside
one of his laser engraving
machines, making sure to
align it with the edge of the
honeycomb grid.

He turned on his heels,
stooped to a nearby laptop and
started a design template. Han-
kins’ configurations took a few
minutes, moving back and
forth between both pieces of
equipment as he figured coor-
dinates and other measure-
ments. He then closed the
engraver’s glass cover and

cutting head begin to etch a
design into the board.

Hankins has been engraving
items for about four years. He
now also prints custom
designs onto materials and is
working on getting a license to
make custom firearms. His
custom design business, John-
ny Lazer, celebrated with a rib-
bon cutting Jan. 20.

It all started as a hobby
when Hankins purchased a
desktop laser on Facebook.
Within two weeks, family,
friends and acquaintances
were asking if he could create

items.

“Before I knew it, I had jobs
lined up,” he said. “I wasn’t real-
ly trying to get into it as a job or
anything, (it) just kind of fell
into place.”

Hankins is self-taught, having
learned his trade from Youtube
videos, Facebook groups and
manuals, as well as through his
own trial and error with the
laser engravers. He’s learned
various programs, such as
Adobe Illustrator for designing
and Kothari for his ultraviolet
printers, to expand his capabili-
ties.
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John Hankins closes the glass cover on one of his CO2 laser engravers in his garage Tuesday. Hankins owns
Johnny Lazer, a custom design business in Portland. He can perform engraving, printing and some cutting jobs.

Hankins’ hobby has been amplified
since he returned home to Portland

carefully watched the laser

A Portland native, Hankins
lived in Texas for about 10 years
before returning to his home-
town in 2020. He shifted his work
from an indoor office to a 12-foot
by 32-foot shed in November
2020, and in July, Hankins
upgraded to a 32-foot by 40-foot
garage beside his home at 1007
W. Arch St.

As he’s picked up more and
more jobs through the years, he’s
invested in more equipment.

“I’ve been fortunate enough to
upgrade,” Hankins explained,
gesturing to his various large
machines.

See Lazer page 5

Russia threatens retaliation

By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV

Associated Press

MOSCOW — Russia warned
today it would quickly take
“retaliatory measures” if the
U.S. and its allies reject its secu-
rity demands over NATO and
Ukraine, raising pressure on the

West amid concerns that
Moscow is planning to invade its
neighbor.

The Kremlin has repeatedly
denied it has any such designs,
but the US. and its NATO allies
are worried about Russia deploy-
ing an estimated 100,000 troops
near Ukraine and launching a
series of sweeping military
maneuvers.

Aspart of the drills, motorized
infantry and artillery units in
southwestern Russia practiced
firing live ammunition, war-
planes in Kaliningrad on the
Baltic Sea performed bombing
runs, dozens of warships sailed
for training exercises in the
Black Sea and the Arctic, and
Russian fighter jets and para-
troopers arrived in Belarus for
joint war games.

At stake is the future of

Deaths

Kremlin making demands
of NATO and Ukraine

Ukraine: Russia has demanded
guarantees that NATO will never
admit the country and other ex-
Soviet nations as members and
that the alliance will roll back
troop deployments in other for-
mer Soviet bloc nations. Some of
these, like the membership
pledge, are nonstarters for
NATO, creating a seemingly
intractable stalemate that many
fear can only end in a war.
Speaking to lawmakers, Russ-
ian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov said he and other top
officials will advise President
Vladimir Putin on the next
steps after receiving written
replies from the United States to
the demands. Those answers are
expected this week — even

Weather

though the US. and its allies
have already made clear they
will reject Russia’s top
demands.

“If the West continues its
aggressive course, Moscow will
take the necessary retaliatory
measures,” Lavrov said.

But he indicated Russia would-
n’'t wait forever. “We won’t allow
our proposals to be drowned in
endless discussions,” he said.

He mocked fears of an immi-
nent invasion, saying that “our
Western colleagues have driven
themselves up into a militarist
frenzy,” adding sardonically that
“the Ukrainian elite itself has
grown a bit scared by the West-
ern scare.”

See Threatens page 5
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Bill
would
tighten
mail-in
voting

Measure
would require
swearing
inability to
vole in person

By TOM DAVIES

Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS —
Democrats and voting
rights activists are object-
ing to a Republican-
backed proposal that
would require Indiana vot-
ers who request mail-in
ballots to swear under pos-
sible penalty of perjury
that they won’t be able to
vote in person at any time
during the 28 days before
Election Day.

An Indiana House com-
mittee endorsed the bill
12-7 along party lines
Tuesday, sending it to the
full Republican-dominat-
ed House for considera-
tion.

Republican Rep. Tim
Wesco of Osceola defend-
ed the proposal he’s spon-
soring as an updating of
the state’s mail-in ballot
law to reflect the greater
availability of early in-
person voting over the
past couple decades.

“I believe the best policy
is to encourage people to
vote in person, whether on
Election Day or in-person
early as much as possi-
ble,” Wesco said.

Democrats cited hours-
long lines at early voting
sites in Indianapolis dur-
ing the 2020 election and
argued that the change
would discourage people
from selecting their most
convenient way of casting
a ballot under the penalty
of perjury.

Indiana’s current mail-
in voting limits allow peo-
ple to vote by mail only if
they fall into one of sever-
al categories.

See Voting page 2

Maggie Mariolis,

rescue specialist,

. For The Washington Post/Zack Wittman

Manatee recovery

a SeaWorld animal
chaperones
rehabilitated manatee, as he is transported in a box
truck back to his original home at Blue Springs State
Park from the Sea World rehabilitation center in
Orlando, Florida, on January 17.

Corleone, a

Coming up
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Dustin Dotson, 37, Port-
land
Details on page 2.

Jay County’s high tempera-
ture topped out at 23 degrees
Tuesday. The low was 3. The
temperature continued to drop
to a low of negative 4 this
morning with wind chills as
low as negative 13.

Tonight’s low will be 5.
Expect a high of 29 Thursday.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Three new candidates have
filed to run for office.

New candidates are Repub-
licans Matt Goldsworthy for
state convention delegate and
Ronald Paxson for Penn Town-
ship advisory board, and
Democrat Shelli Rigsbee for
Bearcreek Township Advisory
Board.

Thursday — An update on
the coronavirus pandemic in
Jay County.

Saturday — Results from
Friday’s JCHS boys basketball
game at Bluffton.
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Voting ...

Continued from page 1

They include being 65 or older,
confined to their homes, sched-
uled to work throughout the 12
hours Election Day polling sites
are open or being absent from
their home counties on Election
Day. None of those restrictions
currently involve the early voting
period.

Democratic Rep. Carey Hamil-
ton of Indianapolis said many
parents who are busy with their
children and don’t control their
work schedules won’t know
whether they can get to an early
voting location.

“They’re threatened with per-
juring themselves to be able to get
an absentee ballot to be able to
safely know that they can safely
vote and as opposed to the unsure
reality of early voting,” Hamilton
said.

Wesco downplayed such con-
cerns, saying “This is an honor
system, basically, check the box
and vote absentee by mail.”

Julia Vaughn, executive direc-
tor of the voting advocacy group
Common Cause Indiana, said
while county election officials
don’t investigate whether those
voting by mail actually meet the

requirements, the threat of per-
jury charges would scare off
some people from requesting
mail-in ballots.

“We haven’t had problems in
terms of fraud connected with
voting by mail,” Vaughn said. “So
this new language is completely
unnecessary and really does a
disservice to voters.”

Election officials and many
political campaigns encouraged
mail-in voting in 2020 because of
COVID-19 concerns.

That pushed mail-in balloting
to nearly 600,000, along with some
1.3 million in-person early votes

cast, according to the state elec-
tion division. Mail-in voting
jumped about 3-1/2 times from
150,000 ballots in 2016, when
almost 1 million people cast early
in-person votes.

Democratic Rep. Tonya Pfaff of
Terre Haute said she didn’t agree
with actions to discourage mail-
in voting.

“Why do you why do I physical-
ly need to stand there and push a
button when I can spend time at
home researching my candidates,
seeing their policies?” Pfaff said.
“I don’t understand the philoso-
phy of why I need to stand there.”

Obituaries

Dustin Dotson, Portland,
Jan. 12, 1985-Jan. 23, 2022.
Services will be at 2 p.m. Mon-
day at Antioch Cemetery, rural
Portland.

The Commercial Review
publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of residence,
birth/death  date and
time/date/location of serv-
ices.

There is a charge for obit-
uaries, which are accepted
only from funeral homes or
mortuary services.

CR almanac

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday
1/27 1/28 1/29 1/30 1/31
v T v
,:: ).T ',, A 1, J
29/15 | 20/-1 | 17/8 | 31/17 | 35/26
Skies  will The temper- Saturday Mostly The fore-
be mostly | ature may dip | will be sunny, | cloudy skies | castis mostly
cloudy Thurs- | below zero Fri- | with highs | are expected | sunny  for
day, with wind | day night under | peaking in the | again Sunday, | Monday, with
gusts as high | mostly cloudy | upper teens. | with the high | the high
as 30 mph. [ skies. The high | Otherwise, reaching climbing  to
Snow is possi- | may reach 20. | cool at night. | about 31. 35.
ble late.

Lotteries

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $91
million

Mega Millions
3-12-38-53-58
Mega Ball: 13
Megaplier: 3
Estimated

$421 million

jackpot:

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 0-8-2
Daily Four: 3-1-5-5
Quick Draw: 1-2-6-12-

Quick Draw: 5-9-16-20-
25-30-34-37-39-40-42-46-47-
54-60-69-70-71-72-77

Cash 5: 8-16-19-27-45

Estimated jackpot:
$194,000

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 2-1-5
Pick 4: 3-5-3-3
Pick 5: 8-5-6-5-6
Evening
Pick 3: 0-6-9
Pick 4: 0-4-5-8
Pick 5: 7-0-3-7-2

13-16-20-22-25-28-39-45-48-
53-56-64-70-71-74-75 Rolling Cash: 1-5-21-28-

Evening 32

Daily Three: 3-8-2 Estimated jackpot:

Daily Four: 2-2-5-7 $162,000
Cooper Farms Wheat ......ccocveeeennee 7.80
Fort Recovery Feb. wheat .............. 7.80
(070) ' o VSNSRI 6.24
Feb. corn ......ce........ 6.26 Central States
Wheat .....ccccoeveuennnee 7.75 Montpelier

. L Corn....eiiiiciiicncns 6.14
POET Biorefining Feb. corn .................. 6.14
Portland Beans.....coooeeeevennnns 14.08
(0763’5 s VRN 6.28 Feb.beans ............. 14.08
Feb. corn .....cueue..... 6.30 Jan. wheat .............. 7.90
March corn.............. 6.28
Sunrise

The Andersons St. Anthony
Richland Township Corn..........ccco......... 6.14
(076) 1 EENUTTURR 6.13 Feb.corn.................. 6.14
Feb. corn .................. 6.18 Beans.......coccuuee.... 13.96
Beans........ccccoeuuee. 14.04 Feb. beans .............. 13.96
Feb. beans .............. 14.04 Wheat .....ccovveveennns 7.57

Today in history

On Jan. 26, 2020,
the U.S. consulate in
the Chinese city of
Wuhan, the epicenter
of the coronavirus epi-
demic, said it would
evacuate its personnel
and some private citi-
zens aboard a charter
flight. Five cases of the
new coronavirus were
now confirmed in the
United States, includ-
ing new cases in Cali-
fornia and Arizona; all
involved people who
had traveled to Wuhan.

In 1861, Louisiana
passed an Ordinance of
Secession, becoming
the sixth state to break
free from the United

States.

In 1911, the Richard
Strauss opera “Der
Rosenkavalier” (The

Cavalier of the Rose)
premiered in Dresden,
Germany.

In 1915, President

Woodrow Wilson signed
the Rocky Mountain
National Park Act,
which created Ameri-
ca’s 10th national park.

In 1962, the United
States launched Ranger
3 to land scientific
instruments on the
moon. (The probe
ended up missing its
target by more than

22,000 miles.)
In 1972, Darwin J.
Williamson, co-owner

of Williams & Spencer
Funeral Home in Port-
land, died at his home
at the age of 70.

In 1992, Democratic
presidential candidate
Bill Clinton, appearing
with his wife, Hillary,
on CBS’ “60 Minutes,”
acknowledged “causing
pain in my marriage,”
but said past problems
were not relevant to the
campaign.

—AP and The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Today
6 p.m. — Jay County

Commissioners and
Jay County Council

Soil and Water Conser- joint session, former

vation District, Miller
Machine Shed, 705 E.
300 North, Portland.

Thursday
1 p.m. — Jay County

Judge Haynes Elemen-
tary School, 827 W. High
St., Portland.

6 p.m. Redkey
Town Council, park
cabin, 200 S. Mooney St.

Pet of
the week

Angel, a bully breed that is
spayed, up to date on
vaccinations and heart worm

negative, is available for
adoption from Jay County
Humane Society, 1313
Shadeland Ave., Portland.

The fee is $100. The shelter
can be reached at (260) 726-
6339.

Photo provided

Capsule

Reports

Town hall closed

Ridgeville Town Hall will be
closed until March 1. A drop box is
available for payment of utility bills.

Intersection collision

Two Redkey women were flown to
a Fort Wayne hospital after their
vehicles collided at the intersection
of Indiana 1 and county road 400
South about 5:37 a.m. Saturday.

Irene Martinez, 54, was driving
her 2007 Town and Country Chrysler
north on Indiana 1 and approaching
the intersection while Piper J.
Hamiel, 60, was driving east on

Felony arrests

county road 400 South. Hamiel was-
n’t able to see out of her windows
because of frost obscuring her
vision, according to a Jay County
Sheriff’s Office report. Her 2010
Ford Fusion entered the intersec-
tion and collided with Martinez’s
Chrysler.

Hamiel sustained a head injury,
and Martinez received a lower leg
injury. Both drivers were flown to
Lutheran Hospital. Damage is esti-
mated between $25,000 and $50,000.

driving struck a raccoon at the inter-
section of Indiana 67 and county
road 700 West about 5:30 a.m. Thurs-
day.

Erin M. Shepherd, 28, told Jay
County Sheriff’s Office she was
driving south on the highway and
approaching the intersection when
an animal ran in front of the 2014
Toyota Sienna she was driving. She
wasn’t able to avoid hitting the ani-
mal with her vehicle.

Damage to the Toyota — it is reg-
istered to Edgar Pimentel of Berne
— 1is estimated between $1,000 and
$2,500.

Raccoon hit
The vehicle a Berne woman was

Methamphetamine

A Portland man was
arrested Saturday for drug
possession.

Charles P. Shultz, 52, 1237
N. U.S. 27 Lot 2, was prelim-
inarily charged with a
Level 5 felony for posses-
sion of methamphetamine
and a Level 6 felony for
unlawful possession of a
syringe.

He’s being held without
bond in Jay County Jail.

Failed to appear

A Portland man was
arrested Monday for failing
to appear in court.

Bradley K. Spencer, 37,
1212 N. Franklin St., has
three original Level 6 felony
charges for possession of
methamphetamine, main-
taining a common nuisance
and unlawful possession of
a syringe, as well as a Class
A misdemeanor for posses-
sion of marijuana.

Spencer is being held
without bond in Jay County
Jail.

Probation violation

A Portland man was
arrested Friday for violat-
ing his probation.

Daniel I. Davidson, 42, 824
W. High St., was preliminar-

SERVICES

Friday
Saxman, Clela: | p.m., Holy
Trinity Lutheran church, 900 W.
White River Blvd., Muncie.

Monday
Dotson, Dustin: 2 p.m.,Anti-
och Cemetery, rural Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

DENTAL insurance

If you've put off dental care, it's easy to get
back on track. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company now for inexpensive dental insurance.
Get help paying for the dental care you need.

ily charged with a Class A
misdemeanor for criminal
mischief. He also has an
original Level 5 felony
charge for possession of
methamphetamine, a Class
A misdemeanor for driving
with a suspended license
and a Class B misdemeanor
for possession of marijua-
na.

Davidson is being held on
a $5,500 bond in Jay County
Jail.

Getting back to the dentist
couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-844-244-7025

N
onsupport Dental5OPIlus.com/hoosier

A Modoc man was arrest-
ed Monday for nonsupport
of a dependent.

William A. Price III, 38,
was preliminarily charged
with a Level 6 felony. He’s
being held without bond in
Jay County Jail.

JOIN OUR WY TEAM

motion

Get your FREE Information Kit

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about
this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in C0, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer.
Certificate C250 (ID: C250E; PA: C2500); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P15ONY; OK: P1500K; TN: PIS0TN). Rider
kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).

62080721

PRODUCTION TEAM MEMBERS

-

—>NEW STARTING WAGE
—>FIRST SHIFT ONLY
—»FULL BENEFITS AVAILABLE

APPLY TODAY & SEE ALL AVAILABLE OPENINGS:

ONLINE: totallypromotional.com/careers.html

IN PERSON: stop by 450 South Second Street in Coldwater
CALL OR TEXT: 567-890-6035
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FR honor roll students listed

Fort Recovery Middle
School released its sec-
ond nine weeks honor
roll.

Making the list for
receiving all A’s were the
following students:

«Sixth graders Brooke
Bihn, Jocelyn Bihn,
Emily Boeckman, Alivia
Brunswick, Claire
Gaerke, Paisley Hart,

Henry Jutte, Kendall
Ranly, Ally Roessner and
Hoyt Schmitz

-Seventh graders

Kenna Dues, Tyler Dues,
Cadence Eber, Brady
Evers, Carter Fortkamp,
Ava Fullenkamp, Alexis
Grisez, Makenna Huel-
skamp, Meredith Jones,
Breaker Jutte, Grace
Lochtefeld, Ian McCain,
Jake Meyer, Cameron

Muhlenkamp, Isaac
Roessner, Madelyn
Schoenlein, Kiera

Stump, Amber Timmer-
man, Jennifer Wendel,

«Eighth graders
Evvian Briner, Elisa
Evers, Alivia Grube,
Brodie Hart, Aubrie N.
Heitkamp, Madison R.
Heitkamp, Olivia Knap-
ke, Cora Kremer,
Danielle Schmitt, Megan
Weitzel, Georgia Wen-
ning and Leah Wuebker

Those named to the
honor roll for receiving
all A's and B’s were:

«Sixth graders Layla
Armstrong, Addison
Brunswick, Kyra
Brunswick, Riley
DeRoo, Evan Diller,
Braylon Dilworth, Jack-
son Dues, Haley Easton,
Mackenzie Evers,
William Faller, Malia
Grisez, Pete Guggen-
biller, Madeline Hard-
wick, Elizabeth
Heitkamp, Trip Hunts-
man, Elizabeth Kahlig,
Tyler Kahlig, Courtney
Klenke, Liza Knapke,
Shelby Knapke, McKin-

Laux, Madeline Mubh-
lenkamp, Andrew
Niekamp, Hudson Over-
man, Stella Patch, Cora
Pearson, Charity
Pohlman, Braylon Ram-
mel, Madilyn Reinhard,
Liana Schlarman, Ali
Siegrist, Eliza Smith,
Charlie Stammen, Lilah
Thien, Kolton Thomp-
son, Livy Timmerman,
Madelyn Weigel and
Jadyn Wyerick
«Seventh
Brody Barga, Tyler
Bertke, Owen Boeck-
man, Deanna Brown,
Kendall Buckland, Des-

graders

tiny  Ervin, Grant
Fortkamp, Sophia
Guggenbiller, Russell
Hart, Aubree M.
Heitkamp, Madelyn M.
Heitkamp, Adyson
Homan, Hudson

McAbee, Emma Schmitz,
Angel Serio, Cara Shoe-
maker, Aubrey Shuttle-
worth, Riley Stammen,

Tobe, Ethan Wenning,
James Westgerdes, Reed
Westgerdes, Will West-
gerdes and Jase Wue-
bker

«Eighth graders
Gabriel Acheson, Elijah
Albers, Reed Albers, Ella
Bechtol, Aiden
Brunswick, Ryker
Brunswick, Rylee Bubp,
Kylia Dues, Zoe Dues,
Nevaeh Elsass, Zackary
Ervin, Mallory Evers,
Lucas Fortkamp, Carson
Fullenkamp, Raymond
Grube, Isabell Hartings,
Jameson Heitkamp,
Caden Homan, Jenna
Homan, Maleiah Kaffen-
berger, Cayson Kaikala,
Wesley Keller, Dylan
Klenke, Brylee Kremer,
Reece LeFevre, Autumn
Leuthold, Russell
Pohlman, Colson Post,
Anthony Roessner, Hay-
den Siefring, Jesse
Springer, Reece Wendel,
Tyler Wendel and Koda

and Brynn Willmann lee

Kremer,

Mason

Ava Timmerman, Ivy

Will

Incident leads to insecurity

DEAR ABBY: I'm alesbian. My girl-
friend and I have been together for a
couple of months now. We fell in love
quickly and we’re getting ready to
move in together. I'm really excited
about it, but an “incident” happened
recently while we were spending time
together. We were watching TV, and I
noticed she was on a website looking
at women wearing bikinis. At first I
thought, “Are you serious? Right in
front of me?” So I looked over and
asked her about it. She looked back at
me and said, “What?”

It made me feel incredibly insecure.
I know she loves me, but she doesn’t
understand how hurt I was seeing
that. It made me feel like I'm not
enough. What should I tell her?
Should I break up with her? Or am I
wrong to feel this way? — TORN IN
SOUTH CAROLINA

DEAR TORN: Your relationship
is new. Looking at pictures of peo-
ple dressed in swimming attire is
hardly indicative of a porn addic-

Dear
Abby

tion or a hint that you are not
“enough.” Before you two move in
together, you both need to talk
this through, and you ABSOLUTE-
LY need to learn to deal with your
feelings of insecurity because, if
you don’t, they could eventually
drive away any of your love inter-
ests. Please, get to know each
other for a longer period before
taking your relationship to the
next level by moving in.

DEAR ABBY: I've wanted to be a
pilot for a long time. But because of
my medical history and my need to be

on medicine, both of which are dis-
qualifying, it’s not possible. I have
been good at handwriting compar-
isons as a hobby, specifically in legal
cases, although I am unpaid. Also, I
may get a job as a mail clerk at a fed-
eral department.

How can I move past this major dis-
appointment where I'm grounded
(job-wise) for life? I pray, and have
given free psychic readings. I'd like to
find love but I struggle with emotion-
al regulation. Please help. — ALL
OVER THE PLACE

DEAR ALL OVER: Your first
order of “business” needs to be
finding a job you can enjoy other
than flying. Once that’s done and
you are on firm financial footing,
explore those hobbies of yours.
Rewarding relationships are
based on mutual interests.

Between your job and your hob-
bies, you may meet someone with
whom you can have a romantic
relationship.

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Wednesday

WEDNESDAY MORN-
ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 am. in the
east room of Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday at Harmo-
ny Cafe, 121 N. Meridian St.

EUCHRE CLUB — Will
meet at 2 p.m. the fourth
Wednesday of each month

at Chalet Village Health
and Rehabilitation in the
North Lounge.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call Pastor Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.

STRESS AND ANXIETY
CLASS Meets each

Sudoku

Level: Intermediate

Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a

nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and

each of the nine three-by-

three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains

the digits from 1 to 9 only

one time each.

5(4|7]3]|1]8]6]2]9
2(3[1]17]6]|9]18|5]|4
6[(8[9]4]2]|5]7]1]3
3[2|5]1]|7]|6]9]4]8
4(1[8]2[9[3]5|6]|7
719]16]18]5]4]12]3]1
8[5[|2]9|3]|1]14]|7]6
9[6|3]5]4]|7]1]8]2
117]14]6]8]2]3]|9]5

Wednesday at 2nd Chance
at Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
726-9625 or (260) 703-0534.

Thursday

LAWYERS IN
LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consultations
with a lawyer are available
from 10 a.m. to noon at Jay
County Public Library, 315
N. Ship St., Portland. Con-
sulting is available on top-
ics including divorce, cus-
tody, guardianship, tenant-
landlord issues, bankrupt-
cy, debt collection, estates
and immigration. Those
interested in participating
should sign up in advance
at the library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.

PTSD SUPPORT GROUP
— Meets at 6 p.m. every
Thursday at the Portland
American Legion Post, 211
W. Walnut St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 am. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNA'S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Thursday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Saturday

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. upstairs at True Value
Hardware, Meridian
Street, Portland. For more
information, call (260) 729-
2532.

Monday

PORTLAND BREAK-
FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 am. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

BRYANT AREA COM-
MUNITY CENTER
Walking from 9 to 10 a.m.
every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday.

Food memories
are everlasting

By KWAME DAWES

Like music, one suppos-
es, food, the memory of its
procuring, preparing and
consuming, leaves an
indelible mark on us that is
visceral and easily stirred.

We all must eat, and so
we all know our own pri-
vate litany of foods of our
childhood. Susan Nguyen
calls her poem an “Ode to
Hunger,” reminding us
that the line between satia-
tion and need is so thin,
and sometimes sits at the

Ode to Hunger

American
Life in Poetry

heart of what many of us
remember about the inse-
curities of our food supply.
Which is why her ode to
hunger is a praise song to
the food that defeats
hunger: the simple humble
foods of our sustenance.

Praise SPAM fried with fish sauce and sugar

jackfruit, 25Ibs. of it carved on newspaper, latex sap

sticking fingers

Praise Kraft mac and cheese: small miracle of pow-

dered cheddar

pork floss in the big Tupperware

Sara Lee

Praise soy sauce and rice

Shrimp Cup Noodles, 3 minutes ‘til done

Praise the soft insides of baguettes

the first star fruit, pocketed and sliced

to Chef Boyardee

to durian, sweet scent of garbage

to pickled mustard greens, Lean Cuisine

pizza bagels after school

Praise Women, Infants, and Children

banana blossoms, heart thinly sliced in vinegar,

drained of all color

American Life in Poetry
is made possible by The
Poetry Foundation (poetry-
foundation.org), publisher
of Poetry magazine. It is
also supported by the

Department of English at
the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln. Poem copyright
©2021 by Susan Nguyen,

“Ode to Hunger” from
“Dear Diaspora” (Universi-
ty of Nebraska Press, 2021).
Poem reprinted by permis-
sion of the author and the
publisher. Introduction
copyright ©2022 by The
Poetry Foundation.
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The spam offers are never-ending

By JACK RONALD

The Commercial Review

The message on the computer
screen said, “We’re sorry to see
you go.”

To which I responded with a
mumble, “Yeah, right.”

Email lost its novelty back in
the days when AOL was in its
infancy.

It continues to be a tremendous
convenience, keeping us in touch
with one another and allowing us
to work from home or the other

side of the globe.
But every year — maybe every
month — the inbox becomes

more cluttered. An enormous
amount of the email received
each day is unwanted and use-
less.

So it was the other day that I
set out to un-clutter my inbox by

Bill would hinder

Back
in the
Saddle

“unsubscribing” to things I
never subscribed to in the first
place.

Every single one was a sales
pitch of some sort, and many of
them had me scratching my
head.

Over the course of an evening,
I unsubscribed to:

«A site selling pet supplies
online. Since we don’t have any
pets, that seemed like an easy
call.

+A site that thought I needed a
snowblower. Another misfire. I
shovel when the snow comes, and
if I were going to buy a snow-
blower I can think of nearly half
a dozen local merchants I could
do business with.

+A site that insists I need to buy
a magic pillowcase that will help
me sleep better, smooth away my
wrinkles and probably add years
to my life.

A site that wants to help me
sell my timeshare. I don’t have a
timeshare.

A matchmaking site that
apparently doesn’t know I've
been happily married for more
than 50 years.

«An invitation to join a class
action lawsuit over something
I've never heard of.

Sites offering home mort-

gages, home repair services and
car insurance, all of which I
would handle locally when I can
meet people face to face.

«And my favorite, a site pitch-
ing a special brand of kitty litter.
Since we are dog people rather
than cat people and I have a mild
allergy to felines, this seemed to
have been misplaced. (Maybe
they were suggesting I spread the
kitty litter on the sidewalk ice
after I use the snowblower I don’t
have.)

Then there’s the granddaddy
of them all: AARP, the American
Association of Retired Persons. I
get email from the organization
several times a day and am cur-
rently being offered a “January
Special.” I suspect there will be a
“February Special” in just a few
weeks.

None of these sites makes it
very easy to unsubscribe. You
have to read the fine print. And
even then, you have to type in
your email address, which makes
you wonder if that’s just going to
be added to another marketing
database.

Does unsubscribing work?
Sometimes, but it doesn’t happen
overnight.

I unsubscribed to the email
spam from the magic pillowcase
people more than a week ago and
am still getting junk in my inbox.

Fortunately, we're a Mac
household and Macs have excel-
lent spam filters.

It was somehow reassuring
that the computer knew an
important message about toenail
fungus relief wasn’t something I
needed to see.

our COVID fight

Herald Bulletin
(Anderson)

During his State of the
State address last week,
Gov. Eric Holcomb called
on Hoosiers to get vacci-
nated against the coron-
avirus.

“We know that people
who are getting vaccinat-
ed and boosted over-
whelmingly stay out of
the hospital, stay out of
the ICU and don’t die,” he
said. “If you haven’t been
vaccinated, I encourage, I
plead, I even beg you to
speak to your doctor and
do so.”

Too bad the Indiana
House of Representatives
isn’t on the same page.
Instead, our elected rep-
resentatives seem headed
in exactly the opposite
direction.

Through Monday, not
even 53% of Hoosiers had
been fully vaccinated.
Indiana recorded almost
37,000 new COVID-19
cases that day. The seven-
day average was
approaching 14,000.

The average for deaths
was above 70, and public
health experts say the
number will go up before
it comes down.

COVID deaths in Indi-
ana had exceeded 19,000
at the time of the gover-
nor’s speech. By Monday,
the total had topped
20,000.

Indiana hospitals are
crying for help, and many
employers have answered
the call.

They’ve begun seeking
proof of vaccination
from their employees,
and they've started
requiring those who
refuse the vaccines to
work from home or
undergo regular testing
to ensure they’re not
spreading the virus.

The state of Indiana
should be supporting
employers in  these
efforts. These are reason-
able requirements aimed
at ensuring a healthy
workforce. They’re
intended to protect both
the vaccinated and the
unvaccinated from the
spread of COVID-19.

So how does the Indi-
ana House of Representa-
tives react? It passes a
bill placing restrictions
on those very employers.

The Indiana Chamber
of Commerce opposes
House Bill 1001, arguing
the measure will make
employer-imposed vac-
cine mandates nearly
impossible to enforce.

Rep. Ed DeLaney, a
Democrat from Indi-
anapolis, argued on the

Hoosier
Editorial

The state
of Indiana
should be
supporting
employers

in these

efforts.

These are
reasonable
requirements
aimed at
ensuring
a healthy
workforce.

House floor the bill
would do nothing to
improve the state’s woe-
ful vaccination rate.

“This bill sets a horri-
ble example of civic non-
responsibility and tells
our children that if you
don’t like it, you don’t
have to do it and the state
will back you up,”
DeLaney said. “It teaches
indifference.”

There are, of course,
lawmakers who think the
bill does too much.
Republicans Jim Lucas
of Seymour and John
Jacob of Indianapolis
questioned the effective-
ness of the vaccines and
insisted the bill should
do more to protect “bodi-
ly autonomy.” They sug-
gested public health pro-
fessionals should be pro-
moting ivermectin.

Lucas and Jacob are
wrong, but they do make
an important point. This
is a bad bill.

If lawmakers aren’t
going to help in fighting
this pandemic, they
should at least get out of
the way.

The Indiana Senate
should reject HB 1001.
The bill will do nothing
to make things better,
and it might very well
make things worse.
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Intel’s investment is great news

By HENRY OLSEN
Special To The Washington Post

Some good news for American
workers and our national security:
Intel announced on Friday that it
intends to build a new semiconductor
manufacturing plant in Ohio. There
could be even more good news like
this if the government committed to
supporting more such investments.

Manufacturing provides good jobs
for many Americans, especially those
without four-year college degrees.
They may not be cutting-edge or ter-
ribly exciting, as I know well. I spent
two summers working on the line ina
plant dipping silicon wafers in acid
for eight hours a day to ensure there
were no impurities. Standing on one’s
feet moving wafers from one acid vat
to another did not exactly tax the
mind, but it did provide a steady
income for my co-workers and their
families.

The average manufacturing wage
of $24 an hour may not sound like
much, but it’s better money than
many can make in retail jobs or in the
leisure and hospitality sector. For
many with only a high school diplo-
ma, it’s the difference between a shot
at the middle class and life in poverty:.

Semiconducting manufacturing is
especially important to the country.
Semiconductors are the lifeblood of
the modern economy, as the global
chip shortage has shown. That means
that any world power must have an
ample supply of them in case of con-
flict. Today, the United States is
dependent upon Asian exporters
such as Taiwan, South Korea and
Japan for its chip supply. That expos-
es our economy to pressure from
Communist China, giving Beijing
another potential lever to expand its
malign influence.

The pandemic also exposed how
dependent the free world is on goods
manufactured in China or nations
within its potential sphere of mili-

tary influence. China produces nearly
29 percent of the world’s manufactur-
ing output, roughly as much as the
United States, Germany and Japan
combined. Nearly half of the world’s
supply of ingredients needed for med-
icines is produced in China, and Chi-
nese firms dominate the world’s mar-
ket for medical protective gear. China
is also the world’s largest exporter of
steel, and other Asian nations such as
South Korea and Vietnam rely heavi-
ly on Chinese steel for their products.
The list goes on and on, but the over-
all picture is clear: Outsourcing man-
ufacturing to China and other Asian
nations has created massive security
risks even as it saved consumers bil-
lions of dollars.

It’s thus in the national interest for
the U.S. government to bring as many
of those jobs back as possible. This
would raise wages for lower-skilled
workers and create a virtuous circle
that would likely increase the labor
supply while also helping those most
hurt by globalization. It would also
reduce U.S. exposure to Chinese
blackmail or blockade, enhancing our
ability to maintain global leadership.
The more the United States can pro-
duce domestically or in nearby
nations far from Chinese influence,
the more freedom of action we pos-
sess globally.

But this won’t happen without gov-
ernment intervention. Lower wages
and weaker environmental laws
abroad tip the scales in favor of ship-
ping manufacturing offshore. Indi-
vidual firms make investment deci-

sions to pad their own bottom lines,
not the nation’s. If we want more
manufacturing at home to enhance
domestic tranquility and national
security, we will have to pay for it col-
lectively. That means some combina-
tion of subsidy and tariff protection
that will reverse the free trade con-
sensus that has reigned for decades.

Overcoming that dominant para-
digm won’t be easy. Economic liber-
tarians will resist the increased gov-
ernment power that will come from
this. Individual firms will be leery of
the move, as many clearly benefit
from the present arrangement and
are unsure how they will fare under a
new economic order. If the govern-
ment tries to micromanage invest-
ments too much, it will inevitably
pick many losers as well as winners.
That is not only bad for the economy;,
but also raises the temptation for cor-
ruption.

The alternatives, however, are far
worse. Great powers have lost wars
when too dependent on overseas sup-
ply. Athens did not lose the Pelopon-
nesian War to Sparta because its ene-
mies took their city; it lost because
Sparta successfully blocked the ship-
ment of grain from the Black Sea that
fed the city. Germany almost brought
Britain to its knees in both world
wars by using submarines to cut off
the nation’s supply lines. This has
never happened to the United States
because it has always been largely
self-sufficient. Globalization, howev-
er, has removed that ancient advan-
tage and exposed America as a result.

U.S. domestic economic power
allowed it to become the global super-
power, facilitating the spread of free-
dom worldwide. Bringing manufac-
turing home, thus, won’t just enrich
American workers; it will enrich the
world.

Olsen is a senior fellow at the Ethics
and Public Policy Center.
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Lazer ...

Continued from page 1

His largest laser, which oper-
ates on 75 watts, has a 36-inch by
24-inch engraving space. He also
has a more powerful 90-watt
laser with a 24-inch by 16-inch
engraving area. Both are carbon
dioxide lasers, which can be
used on wood, acrylic, leather
and a variety of other materials.

“Anything that you can think
of, the lasers can pretty much
mark on,” Hankins said.

He’s usually willing to experi-
ment with different items for
engraving or printing, but he
noted it can take time to config-
ure the right measurements,
especially for something with
which he is not familiar.

Hankins’ newest gadget, a
fiber laser, can mark and cut into
some types of metal. He plans to
apply for a type 7 federal
firearms license soon, which
would allow him to manufacture
and sell custom handguns, rifles
and other related weapons.

His two ultraviolet printers
also allow him to print designs,
varying from phrases on tum-
blers to logos on golf balls. He
adjusts the device so each item
sits about a millimeter away
from the printer head to ensure
a high-quality print.

“The possibilities you have
with these (are endless),” said
Hankins, pointing out the 9.5
inches between the printer head
and the plate. “If it fits under
here, it can print on it.”

Despite the ongoing coron-
avirus pandemic, his business
has taken off in the last few
years. The nature of his work, he
believes, is a big reason for that.

“It’s really helped my business
because people, for the past year,
year and a half — you know,
since COVID’s been going on —
it seems like a lot of people pre-
fer to buy stuff online or prefer
to send a message, ‘Hey, can you
make this?’” Hankins said. “So

Threatens ...

ne
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Through his Johnny Lazer business, John Hankins uses carbon dioxide lasers to engrave

designs on wood, acrylic, leather and a variety of other materials.

it’s really helped me grow and
expand, so it’s been a blessing
for my business ... there’s a lot
of people that are having some
hard times right now, so I'm
extremely blessed.”

Hankins currently works the
night shift as a police officer at
IU Health Jay, although he noted

Continued from page 1

Asked by lawmakers if
Russia could expand mili-
tary cooperation with
Cuba, Venezuela and
Nicaragua as part of its
retaliatory measures,
Lavrov responded that
Moscow has close ties with
those countries in the
Western Hemisphere and
is seeking to deepen them.
He noted Putin spoke by
phone with the three
nations’ leaders last week
and they agreed to “consid-
er ways of further deepen-
ing our strategic coopera-
tion.”

Earlier this month,
Lavrov’s deputy pointedly
refused to rule out the
deployment of Russian
military assets to Cuba and
Venezuela if Moscow’s
security demands aren’t
met.

The countries’ defense
ministries were planning
more contacts to bolster
military cooperation, Rus-
sia’s ambassador to Cuba
Andrei Guskov told the
Interfax news agency.

NATO said this week it
was bolstering its deter-
rence in the Baltic Sea
region and the U.S. ordered
8,500 troops on higher alert
for potential deployment to
Europe.

Western nations have
also sent planeloads of
weapons to help Ukraine
strengthen its defenses.

Amid the escalating ten-
sions, Ukrainian officials
have sought to calm nerves.

Ukraine’s Foreign Minis-
ter Dmytro Kuleba said
that while the concentra-
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tion of Russian troops near
Ukraine poses a threat,
“their number is now
insufficient for a large-
scale offensive.”

“They are still missing
some Kkey military ele-
ments and systems to
mount a big, full-scale
offensive,” Kuleba told
reporters.

As others have pointed
out, he noted that causing
alarm could be an end in
itself. Russia, he said,
hopes to  destabilize
Ukraine by “spreading
panic, raising pressure on
Ukraine’s financial system
and launching cyberat-
tacks.”

“President Putin would
be happy to see that plan
succeed so that he doesn’t
even need to turn to mili-
tary force to put Ukraine in
a vulnerable position,” he
said.

His comments were lat-
est from Ukrainian offi-
cials seeking to reassure
their citizens. Speaking
late Tuesday in speech to
the nation, President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
Ukraine was  “strong
enough to keep everything
under control and derail
any attempts at destabiliza-
tion.”

Amid the tensions, the
U.S., Britain, Australia,
Germany and Canada have
moved to withdraw some
of their diplomats and
dependents from Kyiv, a
move that Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy
sought to play down Tues-
day as part of a “complex
diplomatic game.”
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he would love to be doing custom
designing as a full-time career.
His night-time routine has made
it difficult for him to set up at
vendor events — so far, his busi-
ness has mainly picked up
orders through word of mouth.
But soon, Hankins said, he’s
prepared to start advertising

and possibly rent out a space
during events such as the Tri-
State Antique Engine and Trac-
tor Show and Jay County Fair.

Hankins can be reached for
custom design inquiries via his
business’ Facebook page (face-
book.com/JohnnyLazeer) or by
phone at (260) 729-2389.

School
board
comment
measure
advances

Bill regarding
party affliation
dies in committee

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) —
Indiana legislators
advanced a bill on Tues-
day that would force pub-
lic comment in school
board meetings, while a
separate proposal seeking
to add political party iden-
tifications to what are now
nonpartisan school board
elections throughout the
state was effectively aban-
doned.

A House bill requiring
school boards to accept
oral public comment at
every meeting, allowing
no less than three minutes
per person, was approved
by the full House and now
heads to the Senate.

The legislation is a
response to contentious
school board meetings in
Indiana over the last year,
during which some dis-
tricts chose to temporarily
suspend public comment
periods.

A related Republican-
backed proposal that
would require candidates
running for school
boards to identify as a
Republican, Democrat or
Independent did not
advance from the House
elections committee by the
Tuesday deadline, howev-
er.
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TO KNOW WHEN YO'RE
“LONG-TIME FRIENDSY
TGIT OUTTA PAYIN' THAT FIVE DOLLARS
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Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,
Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956
BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

GABBARD FENCE

FARM » COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL « VINYL
“SINCE 1969”
rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

SARGE

Auts Sales & Senvice, Tne,

Highway 67 W,

Portland, Indiana

260-251-9135

ROD PENROD, LICENSED AGENT

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Drug Plans
Medicare Advantage
Senior Life Insurance

I DIDNTDO
A SINGLE THING

TOoLD

GREGC
+MORT
WALKER] ¢

@2022 Gomicana, Inc.

CONGRATULATIONS,
I eUESS

&

|

N
Green Seal
Approved

Wendel's

Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning

Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520
Cell 260-729-2797

Von Schrader Dry
Foam Cleaning
For Quick Drying,

Residential &

Commercial

Local Agent

260-418-9492

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal
Sales & Service

THANKS

Allze

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

BECOME A Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance Pub-
lishing-Trusted by Authors
Since 1920 Book manu-
script submissions cur-
rently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution
Call for Your Free Author's
Guide 1-888-965-1444 or

visit
dorranceinfo.com/hoosier
COMPUTER ISSUES?

GEEKS ON SITE pro-
vides FREE diagnosis
REMOTELY 24/7 SERV-
ICE DURING COVID19.
No home visit necessary.
$40 OFF with coupon
86407! Restrictions apply.
888-715-8176

DENIED SOCIAL Security
Disability? Appeal! If
you’re 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attorneys
can help get you
approved! No money out
of pockets! Call 1-855-
995-4758

your favorite live sports,
news & entertainment
anywhere. One year of
HBO Max FREE. Directv
is #1 in Customer Satis-
faction (JD Power &
Assoc.) Call for more
details! (some restrictions
apply)

DIRECTV STREAM - The
Best of Live & On-
Demand On Al Your
Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12months.
Stream on 20 devices at
once in your home. HBO
Max FREE for 1 yr
(W/CHOICE Package or
higher.) Call for more
details today! (some
restrictions apply) Call IVS
1-844-412-9997

DISH Network. $64.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo.
(where available.) Switch
& Get a FREE $100 Visa
Gift Card. FREE Voice
Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL
Devices. Call today! 1-
855-551-9764

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
CHARITY! FAST FREE
PICKUP-24 HR
RESPONSE! Help Chil-
dren in Need, Support
Breast Cancer Educa-
tion/Prevention or Veter-
ans. Tax Deduction 844-
820-9099

EARTHLINK HIGH
Speed Internet. As Low As
$49.95/month (for the first
3 months.) Reliable High
Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call
Earthlink Today 1-855-
977-7069

FREON WANTED: We
pay $$$ for cylinders and
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113
R114. Convenient. Certi-
fied Professionals. Call
312-291-9169 or visit
RefrigerantFinders.com

DIAGNOSED WITH
LUNG CANCER? You
may qualify for a substan-
tial cash award. NO Obli-
gation, NO risk! We've
recovered millions. Let us
help you!! Call 24/7, 844-
284-4920

GUARANTEED LIFE
Insurance! (Ages 50 to
80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums
never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy will
only be cancelled for non-
payment. 833-535-1043

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 28 Rascal 2 Coal 14 Canal
1 Texters 30 Hit source zones?
‘Heavens!”  show 3 Epicure 15 Airline
4 “Nova” letters 4 Intrinsi- to
airer 33 Stylish cally Sweden
7 Half a dressers 5 Spoiled 19 Exist
sextet 36 Vail kids 20 *Humbug!”
8'90s feature 6 Slugger 21 Mamas’
candidate 37 Pueblo Sammy mates
Ross material 7 Far 22 The
10 Actor 38 Mimic’s (Pref.) Last
Reeves forte 8 Director Frontier
11 Obliter- 39 Entre — Almo- 23 Freebie
ates 40 Retired dévar 24 Scandi-
13 Paddy jet 9 Block- navian
Chayefsky 41 Summer dropping region
novel hrs. computer 25 Dict.
16 “— -haw!” game info
(oater cry) DOWN 10 Singer 26 Mary
17 Stable 1 Give a Starr Poppins,
moms speech 12 Factions e.q.
18 Sony rival 28 Begets
19 Sleek, in  Solution time: 23 mins. 29 Woo
car lingo 30 Porly
20 Morsels 31 Soldiers
21 Roles in gray
23 Elegance 32 Sugar
25 Valley suffix
26 Ark 34 Swinging
builder UJA joints?
27 Clean air "t 358ig
org. Al fusses
Yesterday’s answer 1-26

2 |3

4 |5 |6

availability to find the
best service for your
needs.  Starting at
$39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-
961-0666

LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-
gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call
Now 833-226-3105

LOOKING TO SELL your
Home? Save time &
money, connect with the
Top Agents in your area
to get more MONEY and
close FASTER! Call 317-
854-9781

NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894

PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271

SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414

SMART HOME Installa-
tions? Geeks on Site will
install your WIFI, Door-
bells, Cameras, Home
Theater Systems &
Gaming Consoles. $20
OFF coupon 42537!
(Restrictions apply) 855-
668-0067

USE HAPPY Jack®
ToneKote® on dogs &
cats to insure a warm
winter coat, prevent
shedding & eliminate
doggy odor. At Tractor
Supply®  (www.happy-
jackinc.com)

WESLEY FINANCIAL
Group, LLC - Timeshare
Cancellation Experts -
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational pack-
age and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes

Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339

Visit Us At:
thecr.com
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Senior

Continued from page 8

Tuesday night. Jay
County got event wins
from their 200-yard med-
ley relay team of Emily
Dues, Elayna Paro, Mara
Bader and Zion
Beiswanger (2 minutes,
8.73 seconds); from Bader
in the 50-yard freestyle
(27.21) and the 100-yard
butterfly (1:05.45); from
Kenzie Huey in the 100-
yard backstroke (1:15.73);
and from Kyle Sanders in
the 100-yard backstroke
(1:02.32). (Bader’s win in
the 50 freestyle led an
effort in which the Patri-

ots took three of the top
four spots, with Aubrey
Millspaugh finishing
third and Abigail John-
son fourth.)

Jay County also swept
the 400-yard freestyle
relays: The Patriot girls’
quartet of Morgan
DeHoff, Beiswanger,
Millspaugh and Huey
won their event in 4:42.11,
while the boys’ unit of
Nick Lyons, Josh Monroe,
Sommers and Sanders
posted a mark of 3:53.42
in taking their race.

Jay County’s Maddy
Snow finished second in

the 1-meter diving event
but set a new personal
best (189.10).

Portland resident Nico
Minnich won the 100-yard
butterfly for Burris, post-
ing a time of 1:04.16.

Of the Patriots’ 14 sen-
iors, 11 are foreign
exchange students, hail-
ing from nations includ-
ing Ukraine, Italy, Spain,
Turkey, Latvia and Tajik-
istan. Two Adinai
Temirbekova (eighth -
girls 50 freestyle) and Efe
Akinci (sixth - boys 100
freestyle) — finished in
the top eight Tuesday.

These students get
much from participating
in extracurricular activi-
ties, especially inter-
scholastic sports, Jay
County coach Matt Slavik
said. But they contribute
just as much.

“The biggest thing is
just bringing a different
perspective to our kids,”
Slavik said. “Most of
them have never been
involved in organized
sports in any fashion
before they got here ... It’s
a great experience for our
kids and for us adults too.
We learn about their

countries, and it opens
our eyes and kind of
shrinks the world a little
bit.”

One of the main things
foreign exchange stu-
dents leave with their
hosts, teammates and
coaches, Slavik said, is a
greater appreciation for
what we have in our coun-
try.

“At the end of the day,
what you’ll hear from
every one of these kids is
that we’re pretty fortu-
nate in this country,”
Slavik said. “We take a lot
of things for granted.”

Local ...

Continued from page 8

The BOSS event, which
will feature wingless spring
cars, is scheduled for April
23. It will open the series’
2022 season.

“We remain committed
to our goal of creating a
solid base for weekly rac-
ing, but as our team grows
stronger, we have become
comfortable with bringing
in additional shows,” said
Montpelier promotor Larry
Boos. “The BOSS group
mixes well with our growth
approach, and we welcome
their return to see if we can
produce a fifth different
winner.”

Ortiz makes HOF; Bonds, Clemens out

By JAKE SEINER
AP Baseball Writer

David Ortiz gazed at his
phone, his pursed lips revealing
nerves rarely seen from one of
the game’s great clutch hitters.

Pedro Martinez’s hand rested
on Ortiz’s shoulder, and Mar-
tinez grinned when the good
news came through. The former
teammates embraced, and Mar-
tinez welcomed Ortiz into a rare
space in baseball history.

Big Papi is bound for Cooper-
stown — and on the first ballot,
too.

Ortiz was elected to the Base-
ball Hall of Fame in his first try
Tuesday, while steroid-tainted
stars Barry Bonds and Roger
Clemens were denied entry in
their final year under considera-

tion by the Baseball Writers’
Association of America.

Ortiz, a 10-time All-Star over
20 seasons mostly with the
Boston Red Sox, was named on
77.9% of ballots, clearing the
75% threshold needed for
enshrinement. He’s the 58th
player inducted in his first time
up for consideration.

“Man, it’s a wonderful honor
to be able to get in on my first
rodeo,” Ortiz said.

Big Papi was among baseball’s
most recognizable faces through
the 2000s and 2010s. His enor-
mous grin endeared him to fans,
but the Dominican’s hulking
frame menaced pitchers, espe-
cially in the late innings. Three
of his 23 career game-ending
hits came during Boston’s

Sports on tap

drought-breaking 2004 postsea-
son, when the Red Sox thwarted
the rival Yankees and then won
their first World Series title in 86
years.

He’s the fourth Hall of Famer
born in the Dominican Republic,
joining Juan Marichal, Mar-
tinez and Vladimir Guerrero.

“I can imagine how New Eng-
land has to feel about one of its
babies getting into the Hall of
Fame today,” Ortiz said. “I'm not
even going to tell you about the
Dominican Republic.”

The left-handed hitter was
signed by Seattle as a teenager
and traded to Minnesota as a
minor leaguer. He made his
major league debut with the
Twins in 1997 but hardly looked
like a future Hall of Famer

there. He was released in 2002,
signed by Boston and slugged 31
homers the next season.

Ortiz said he joined the Red
Sox to learn what made stars
like Martinez, Manny Ramirez
and Nomar Garciaparra great.
Martinez helped pave the way,
encouraging first-year general
manager Theo Epstein to sign
the 6-foot-3 slugger.

“Once I figured it out, it was
going to be a wrap,” Ortiz said.
“That team was surrounded by
so many superstars, and I went
in there like a sponge ready to
learn.”

Martinez became a mentor for
his countryman. Now, they
share the honor of being first-
ballot inductees.

“I feel so proud to have been

your teammate, to have been
your brother, to have been some-
one there for you when you need-
ed me,” Martinez said. “I'm so
glad I have you in my life.

“Well deserved,” he added.
“Welcome to Cooperstown.”

Ortiz batted .286 with 541
home runs with Boston and Min-
nesota while making 88% of his
plate appearances as a designat-
ed hitter, the most by anyone in
the Hall. He passes Edgar Mar-
tinez, who was a DH for 71.7% of
his plate appearances.

Ortiz also has performance-
enhancing drug baggage, but
enough voters looked past a
reported positive test that came
during survey testing in 2003
that was supposed to be anony-
mous.

Local schedule
Today
Jay County — Junior high boys basket-
ball in ACAC Tourney — TBA; Junior high
girls basketball in ACAC Tourney — TBA

Thursday
Jay County — Girls basketball at Her-
itage — 6 p.m.; Swimming vs. Marion - 6

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball
vs. Coldwater — 6 p.m.; Junior high
boys basketball vs. Coldwater - 5 p.m.

TV schedule

Today
6 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Florida at Tennessee (ESPN2)
7 p.m. — Men’s college basket-

7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball:
New York Knicks at Miami Heat
(ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — NHL hockey: Chicago
Blackhawks at Detrot Red Wings (TNT)

8 p.m. — Men'’s college basketball:
Oklahoma at West Virginia (ESPN2)

8:30 p.m. — Men'’s college basket-
ball: Marquette vs. Seton Hall (FS1)

10 p.m. — Tennis: Australian Open
(ESPN2)

10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Phoenix
Suns at Utah Jazz (ESPN)

11 p.m. — Men'’s college basketball:
San Diego State at Utah State (FS1)

Thursday
3:30 a.m. — Tennis: Australian
Open — Semifinals (ESPN)

6 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Mississippi at South Carolina
(ESPN)

7 p.m. — Soccer: CONCACAF qualifi-
cation — EI Salvador vs. United States
(ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Los
Angeles Lakers at Philadelphia 76ers
(TNT)

8 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Michigan State at Penn State
(BTN)

9 p.m. — Men'’s college basketball:
Purdue at lowa (FS1); East Carolina at
Memphis (ESPN2)

10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Min-
nesota Timberwolves vs. Golden State
Warriors (TNT)

p.m.; Gymnastics at Huntington North — ball: Vanderbilt at South Carolina 9 p.m. — Men'’s college basketball: 5 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: 8 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: 11 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
6:30 p.m. (ESPNU) Tulsa at Tulane (ESPNU) Wisconsin at Nebraska (BTN) Ohio State vs. Minnesota (ESPN) Stanford at USC (FS1)

40 NOTICES 60 SERVICES 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT
PLEASE NOTE: Be sure “SEAMSTRESS NAN” LAND AUCTION PUBLIC AUCTION $10,000 SIGN ON ALUMINUM SHEETS LEASE SPACE avail-
to check your ad the first HOMEMADE  Sewing Saturday, January 29th,  Located : 112 N Wayne BONUS FOR AN EXPE- 23"x30”,.007 thick. able, Coldwater, OH.
day it appears. We can- and Alterations, Quilts, 2022 Street RIENCED SEMI DRIV- Clean and shiny on one Manufacturing,  ware-
not be responsible for Baby Blankets, Appliqué, TIME 10:00 A.M. Fort Recovery, OH, ER needed in Portland, side..35 cents each or  housing, assembly, dis-

more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,

Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776

GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

AUCTION LOCATION:
Bryant Community Cen-

ter

(107 South Malin

Street, Bryant, IN)
REAL ESTATE

This auction consists of
two land offerings; one

offering in Adams Coun-
ty, and the other within
Jay County. Both offer-
ings are a part of the
WRP Program and are
excellent hunting and
recreational areas! All
land will be auctioned

from the Bryant Commu-

nity Building at the

address above, but for
inquiries or to see the

Saturday Morning
JANUARY 29, 2022
10:00 A.M.
COMPLETE DISPER-
SAL OF
MAYS TV
Pyramid 70V PA amplifi-
er with mic talk over;
Eclipse Sound Mixing
Board; amplifiers; Sen-
core Oscilloscope;
Whirlpool refrigerator;
FRS Base Station radio;
speakers; fire alarms;
headsets; CB micro-
phones; TV parts and
pieces; New Britain
stacked metal tool chest;
S & K wrenches; Cres-
cent wrenches; pipe

IN. Monday-Friday dedi-
cated run only,
$0.60/mile, 2500-3000
miles/week. Lots of ben-
efits included. Call/text
260.251.7839 or email
customerservice @tjx-
pservice.com

CDL OTR DRIVER
Flexible home times,
home 3 out of 4 week-
ends. 2019 Coronado 13
spd / Cascadia/Auto.
Can get $1500+ weekly.
3 yrs. CDL exp. req.
RGN, SD exp. helpful.
All miles, drops, down-
time, and weekends are
paid if out. Interested?
260- 273-1245

four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

160 WANTED TO BUY

WANTED TO BUY:
INDIAN Artifact Collec-
tions, Arrowheads, etc.
Call 419-852-6825 ask
for Robin.

tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631.

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

190 FARMERS COL-

roofing, foundations. land, contact the auc-

260-726-5062, leave | READ THE CR tioneers!

message. THEN RECYCLE JAY COUNTY OFFER-
ING

sadse & By Steve Becker

This offering consists of
43 +/- acres, located

wrenches; lots of cable
and wire; ; METAL
SIGNS: Red Goose

UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:

Shoes, Black Hawk, Red
Man, Clarks, Ariel

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid

Motors, Grape Nuts, and

loaders  w/full cab,

CASH PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your

location. 1-765-546-2642
1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

v Out
The CR

Classifieds
www.thecr.com

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

Upcoming Auctions

Jan. 29th - Smith and Others

within Sectior) 3 of Remington; and many Pubhc NOtlce heat/ac. Fort Recovery
No easy road to success Wabash Township in Jay  other items not listed. 419-852-0309
County, Indiana. PAT MAYS PUli\LCI)gIIfI:]I;(\)ISING
East dealer. additional spade tricks will imme- OWNER(S): William & Loy Auction Public Hearing on Application 200 FOR RENT or
Neither side vulnerable. diately accrue, solving declarers — Janet Knapke, and Mar- AC#31600027 to Amend and Expand an Eco-
Q}\?ETH P"ﬂhlc.m rlghtttﬂwl'?_y- s tin Collins Auctioneers nomic Revitalization Area and INMAN U-LOC Storage.
vgso has e e o ADAMS COUNTY Gary Loy AUO1031608  Declaratory (Preliminary) Res-  Mini storage, five sizes.
8§52 has a serious drawback. If East has - .
K63 the king, he will win and most OFFERING Ben Lyons AU10700085  olution; _ Security fence or 24 hour
SAT42 likely shift to « heart, and the con- 128 total acreage locat- Travis Theurer Proposed Adoption of access units. Gate
WEST EAST  tract might — and in the actual  ing within Section 17 of AU11200131 Confirmatory Resolution  — hors: 8:00-8:00 daily
ag86S aK742 case will — go down. Wabash T hio i Trov Foust AU1980006 The County Council of Jay Pearl ' St. t -P H d.
YKJ43 Yi0976 For this reason, South should Ad a aSC O\tNI"I? (ij in roy rous County, Indiana, meeting in the Zgoar726 gggé ortland.
411097 +84 avoid, or at least defer, any method ams County, Indiana. Jay County Courthouse Com- - -
LAY #0585 of play that allows East to gain the The land is non-tillable UP-COMING-AUCTIONS missioners’ Room, located at
SOUTH lead and launch a potentially ; Bricker Auction Compa-
- . and will be offered as L 120 North Court Street, #11,
40109 deadly heart attack. The A-Q of . ny 414 N Meridian St. Portland, Indiana 47371 has
YAQ hearts are a formidable combina- one of three tracts: ’
: ! ! i~ Portland, IN Jan. 29th -
*A 9 . e Wt 1o , . ) scheduled for Wednesday,
AQS tion so long as West is on lead, but OWNER(S): William & Smith and Oth P .
K 1093 their power is considerably dimin- Janet Knapke mith and Others er- February 9, 2022 at 6:00 p.m.
The bidding: ished if East obtains the lead. East SHAWVER AUCTION- sonal Property Auction (EST> a pub}lc hearlng‘ con-
East South  West  North is Public Enemy No. 1, and the Online Only Auction - cerning the Final Economic Re-
Pass INT Pass  3NT  hand should be played so as to EERING AND REAL First item closes @ 7:00 vitalization Area Resolution,
Opening lead — jack of diamonds.  avoid him, if at all possible. ESTATE - confirming the designation and
There are no magic rules that gov-  Declarer should therefore win the AC31800004 PM Feb. 5th - Joyce Tip-  cpjargement of an Economic
ern  declarer’s play. The best first diamond in his hand. lead a ton Auction Online Only  Revitalization Area and the
approach in a given hand is usually  club to the ace and return a club. If AUCTIONEERS

more a matter of common sense
than anything else, and certainly

does not depend on any all-
encompassing formula.

Take this case where South is
declarer in three notrump. He starts
with seven tricks and needs to

increase them to nine. The most
obvious method of play is to win
the diamond and take a spade
finesse. If West has the king, two

Tomorrow: A one-shot decision.

2022 King Fealures Syndicate Inc

East follows low. South should
insert the ten, being willing to lose
the trick to West. This play auto-
matically produces trick No. 8§,
since the clubs are bound to be
divided 3-2 if the ten loses to West.

Whatever West returns, South is
certain of at least nine tricks,
because he can now take the spade
fingsse in complele safety. Win or
lose. he can’t be defeated.

Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver

Lic. #AU19700040

260-726-5587

More Photos available at
www.auctionzip.com &
www.auctionsoft.com

Auction- First item will be
closing @ 7:00 PM Pick-
up Address: 710 W Main
St Portland, IN 47371
There are several great
pieces of furniture, chick-
en themed decor, and
many other great items!
Previews are held on Fri-
days from 12:00 - 5:00

Download our app
(Bricker Auction Compa-

SUBSCRIBE ny) from your Apple or
1-26 CRYPTOQUIP TO THE Google Play Store to
COMMERCIAL view our current and
. A .
LU HSIHBS CJI PQS TQPMYV REVIEW upooming auations! Cell
up to Auction Company Chad
e q o) Bricker-Auctioneer
Msc KI TIRLMF PQS 49% AU11600027
LMSRHSQLSMNSV, GIOS OLFJK Off 100 JOBS WANTED

NPBB KJSO MSI-ULFJKG.
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Newsstand prices
Subscribe at

thecr.com

or call

260-726-8141

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.

Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling.  260-849-
2489.

grant of Real, Distributable and
Personal Property Tax Abate-
ment, filed by Rose Gold Solar,
LLC, with the Council.
The Council, on January 12,
2022, adopted a Declaratory
(Preliminary) Resolution pur-
suant to Indiana Code 6-1.1-12.1-
1 et seq. declaring certain real
estate located in Knox Town-
ship in Jay County, Indiana as
an Economic Revitalization
Area for purposes of permitting
real, state assessed utility dis-
tributable and personal prop-
erty tax deductions. A descrip-
tion of the affected area is
available and can be inspected
in the office of the Assessor of
Jay County, Indiana.
At the conclusion of the public
hearing, the Council may take
final action on this designation
by a Confirmatory Resolution.
All interested persons are wel-
come to attend and make their
concerns, remonstrances or ob-
jections known to the members
of the Council before the Coun-
cil takes final action.
Dated: January 21, 2022

Anna Culy, Auditor

Jay County, Indiana
CR 1-26-2022 - HSPAXLP

Personal Property Auction
Online Only Auction
First item closes @ 7:00 PM
Feb. 5th - Joyce Tipton Auction
Online Only Auction
First item will be closing @ 7:00 PM
Pick-up Address:
710 W Main St Portland, IN 47371
There are several great pieces of furniture, chicken
themed decor, and many other great items!
Previews are held on Fridays from 12:00 - 5:00
Download our app (Bricker Auction Company)
from your Apple or Google Play Store to view our
current and upcoming auctions!

Bricker Auction Company

414 N Meridian St. Portland, IN
Chad Bricker - Auctioneer
AU11600027
Tel: 260-251-4445
Cell: 260-703-0839

CR 1-26-2022




FR girls will host
Coldwater Thursday,
see sports on tap
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Sports

www.thecr.com

Get all of your local
sports information online
by visiting thecr.com

The Commercial Review

No. 6
Patriots
trounce
Devils

RICHMOND — The No. 6
Jay County High School
girls basketball team easily
won its
penultimate Local
contest of roundup
the 202122 —————
regular season Tuesday
night, besting the Rich-
mond Red Devils in a non-
conference contest, 60-36.

With the win, Jay County
improved to 19-3 on the sea-
son.

It took no time at all for
the Patriots to assert their
dominance as they
outscored Richmond 19-3
in the opening period.
They pushed the lead to 27
points by halftime.

Renna Schwieterman led
Jay County with 22 points.
Madison Dirksen added 12
and Izzy Rodgers chipped
in with 11.

Sophie Saxman had
seven rebounds.

Jay County also won the
junior varsity contest, 41-
13. Daisy Muhlenkamp had
13 points and Cassie Petro
added 10.

The Patriots play Thurs-
day night at Heritage with
a chance to wrap up a per-
fect Allen County Athletic
Conference slate with a
win.

Track adding

MONTPELIER — Mont-
pelier Motor Speedway
announced Monday that it
will be adding several spe-
cial events this year,
including one featuring the
Buckeye Outlaw Sprint
Series (BOSS).

See Local page 7
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The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School senior Konner Sommers swims the freestyle during the Jay County Invitational on Jan.
8. Sommers broke the 1-minute mark in the 100-yard freestyle for the first time in his career Tuesday on Senior Night,
posting a time of 59.47 seconds.

Sommers breaks 1-minute in 100 free

By DAVID VANTRESS

The Commercial Review

Tuesday was a night to cele-
brate seniors.

One of them made it extra spe-
cial.

Konner Sommers set a career

The effort from Sommers
helped the boys to a split. They
defeated Blackford 105-95 but
lost to Burris 144-82.

The Patriot girls swept the
evening, besting the Owls 147-
100 and the Bruins 163-84.

seconds and stayed strong in his
second 50 for a time of 59.47 sec-
onds.

He said it’s been a career goal
to make it into the 50-second
club in the 100 freestyle and that
support from his teammates

the ability to crack the 1-minute
mark earlier in the night when
he turned in a time of 27.68 in
the 50 freestyle. He added that he
hopes finally achieving a long-
time goal will boost his confi-
dence heading into the postsea-

milestone Tuesday, joining the
50-second club as the Jay County
High School swim teams hosted
the Burris Owls and Blackford
Bruins for Senior Night.

son. (Jay County closes the regu-
lar season Thursday against
Marion before hosting the sec-
tional preliminaries Feb. 3.)

See Senior page 7

helped him finally get over the
hump.

“It’s special to do it on Senior
Night as a senior,” Sommers
said, who had already showed

Sommers’ breakthrough swim
came in the 100-yard freestyle as
broke the 1-minute mark for the
first time in his career. He fin-
ished the first 50 yards in 28.53
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