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Richard Meyer Sr., 61,
Celina, Ohio

Details on page 2.

Thursday — An update on
the coronavirus pandemic in
Jay County.

Saturday — Results from
the FRHS boys basketball
game at Minster.

Deaths Weather Coming up
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Over too early
Jay County High School’s Breanna Dirksen (32), Madison Dirksen (34) and Sophie Saxman (10) walk off the

court Tuesday night after the sixth-ranked Patriots dropped a heart-breaking 36-33 decision to No. 8 Hamilton Heights
in the opening round of the Class 3A Sectional 24 tournament at Yorktown. JCHS had three opportunites at game-
winners in the final five seconds of regulation and two chances to tie the game at the end of overtime but couldn’t get
a shot to fall. For more on the game, see page 8.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Soccer fields could be
coming to a Portland park.

Portland Park Board
discussed Tuesday possi-
bly clearing most of  Mil-
ton Miller Park for green
space to be used for soccer
games.

Park board president
Brian Ison proposed the
idea, noting none of  the
city’s parks have designat-
ed soccer fields. (He added
Jay Community Center
uses Freeman Scouting
Facility near Jay County
Landfill, and said he’s also
seen soccer-related activi-
ty at East Jay Elementary.)

There are currently dirt
mounds sitting in Milton
Miller Park that need to be
leveled and seeded to fill
where the tennis courts
used to be. Matt Shauver
of  the parks department
noted the work has not yet
been completed and
shared his frustrations
with the project, citing
staffing as the major issue
for it not yet being fin-
ished.

He proposed hiring a
company to finish the
work. The board OK’d him
to seek bids for another
entity to finish leveling
the dirt at Milton Miller
Park.

Ison added the baseball
diamond at Milton Miller
is degrading and no longer
used regularly, and the
restrooms need to be
updated.

“What’s the functional
use of  that ball diamond?”
Ison asked board mem-
bers. “Can that be turned
into green space?”

See Soccer page 2

By TOM DAVIES
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Gov. Eric
Holcomb extended Indiana’s
COVID-19 public health emer-
gency for another month on Tues-
day, though his intentions to end
the declaration remained
ensnarled in a legislative debate
over whether the state should
severely limit businesses from
imposing workplace vaccination
requirements.

The extension pushed the
emergency declaration until
March 4, which is just short of
two years since it was declared at
the start of  the pandemic.

In extending it, Holcomb cited
the state’s high rate of  infection
and pointed out that the vast
majority of  people being hospital-
ized with COVID-19 aren’t vacci-
nated. More than 21,000 people in
Indiana have died of  COVID-19,
according to state health officials.

It is the 23rd month-long exten-
sion that Holcomb has signed.
The declaration and Holcomb’s
COVID-19 executive orders stem-
ming from it have been a persist-
ent target of  conservative criti-

cism and pressure on him to end
them.

Many health experts and med-
ical groups have said ending the
health emergency would send the
wrong message with Indiana hos-
pitals struggling to cope with
high numbers of  COVID-19
patients and the state averaging
more than 50 deaths per day from
the disease since mid-December.

Holcomb said in November
that he would drop the emer-
gency order if  state legislators
approved legal changes that
would enable the state to keep
receiving about $40 million a
month in enhanced federal fund-
ing for Medicaid and for about
200,000 households to continue
receiving an additional $95 a
month in federal food assistance.

Another step would let the state
health commissioner continue
issuing a standing doctor’s order
for the administration of  COVID-
19 vaccinations to children ages 5
to 11.

The Republican-dominated
state Senate has approved a bill
limited to those administrative
actions, while House Republicans
have pushed through a broader
bill that would also limit work-
place COVID-19 vaccination
requirements. That bill would
force employers to grant exemp-
tions to workers who claim med-
ical or religious objections as rea-
sons they won’t get vaccinated
and limit employers to requiring
COVID-19 tests no more than
once a week. 

See Emergency page 5

Governor extends emergency

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

The beginning stages of
HELP are underway.

Christy Shauver of  Jay
County Community Devel-
opment updated the Jay
County Development Cor-
poration board on the
Hoosier Enduring Legacy
Program at its meeting
Tuesday.

The board also made
some changes to its annu-
al meeting schedule.

Shauver told board
members in attendance
she has started working
with Indiana Office of
Community and Rural

Affairs (OCRA) to set up
meetings and training ses-
sions regarding HELP.
Those who are a part of
the county’s HELP core
team have been through
two such sessions, the first

of  which was with OCRA,
Indiana Arts Commission
and Ball State University.

“Community engage-
ment was the focus on the
first training along with
brainstorming of  people

who we thought would be
good candidates for the
pathway teams,” said
Shauver.

The second training ses-
sion was a discussion of
how American Rescue
Plan Act funds can be
spent under federal rules.

Shauver is scheduled to
go through the HELP com-
munity coordinator train-
ing process March 23.

In November, Jay Coun-
ty was selected along with
Kosciusko County and the
City of  Auburn to be in
the first cohort for HELP.
The program focuses on
helping communities

decide how to best utilize
the funds they received
from the American Rescue
Plan Act.

Jay County has about $4
million in American Res-
cue Plan Act funding and
has discussed various ini-
tiatives, including child
care, a new facility for Jay
Emergency Medical Serv-
ice, Jay County Health
Department and Jay
County Coroner’s Office
and infrastructure for
housing. (Through HELP,
communities are eligible
for up to an additional $1
million in funding.)

See HELP page 5

HELP process is getting underway
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Donna donates
Donna Bruggeman gets her arm wrapped

after donating blood Tuesday at Jay Community Center.
The drive brought in 51 donors.

Jay County had a high
temperature of  55 degrees
Tuesday. The low was 30.

Rain began this morning and is
expected to change to snow this
evening as the low drops to 20.
Winds are expected to gust at 30
miles per hour. The forecast as of
10 a.m. today called for 7 to 13
inches of  snow between tonight
and Thursday night.

Jay Schools were closed today
in anticipation of  the winter
storm.

A Jay County Commissioners
and Jay County Council joint
session that was scheduled for
tonight has been postponed to 6
p.m. Monday in the auditorium at
the courthouse.

For an extended forecast, see
page 2.

Members
discuss

possibility
of adding to
Milton Miller

Board
talks
about
soccer
fields

County’s core team
has gone through

two training sessions

Declaration runs for another month
as legislature continues its debate



Judge Donald
Gillespie
Fined and sentenced

Senouci Bait, Portland,
speeding 75 mph in a 55
mph zone, $171; Kegan B.
Lawrence, Portland, driv-
ing without a valid license,
$160.50; Jerry L. Garcia,
Adrian, Michigan, speed-
ing 48 mph in a 30 mph
zone, $153.50

Failed to appear
Keith L. Glover, West

Mifflin, Pennsylvania, off
the truck route in
Dunkirk; Patricia
Basinger, Round Rock,
Texas, speeding 85 mph in
a 55 mph zone; Nelly
Grande, Carle Place, New
York, speeding 70 mph in a
55 mph zone; Terra S.

Ogan, Portland, driving
with a suspended license;
Madhat T. Yoseef, Carmel,
speeding 52 mph in a 30
mph zone

Trials scheduled
Brad Aul, Muncie, driv-

ing with a suspended
license, Feb. 22; Christian
Cavanzon, Portland, pass-
ing a school bus, Feb. 22;
William J. Godwin, Port-
land, driving without a
valid license and without
insurance, March 2.

See page 5
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Now seeking a Part-Time Receptionist for the front desk at Swiss
Village. This position is responsible for handling incoming phone calls,
attending to front desk inquiries, and providing clerical services for the
administrative staff. Seeking candidates available to work Monday,
Tuesday, and Wednesday from 7:30am-4:30pm, every other
weekend, and holiday hours. Must be friendly, customer service
oriented, and able to multi-task.
Apply in person, online at www.swissvillage.org, or send Resume to: 

Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist 
Swiss Village 

1350 W. Main St., Berne, IN 46711 
Or email: kaylar@swissvillage.org

NOW SEEKING:
PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST

Richard Meyer
Dec. 17, 1960-Jan. 24, 2022

Richard D. Meyer Sr., age 61, a res-
ident of  Celina, Ohio, passed away
on Monday, Jan. 24, 2022, at his
home in Celina. Richard was a for-
mer resident of  Portland. 

Richard was born on Dec. 17, 1960,
in Portland, Indiana, the son of
Robert Meyer Sr. and Margaret
(Lawhorn) Meyer. He graduated
from Jay County High School in
1980 and worked for Tyson Foods in
Portland. He was a member of  the
Portland Moose Lodge. 

Survivors include:

His children —
Amanda Meyer, Port-
land, Indiana, and
Michael McAbee,
Portland, Indiana 

Two siblings —
Karen Meyer, Port-
land, Indiana, and
Bobby Meyer, Port-
land, Indiana 

Four grandchildren — Chelsea
Bessesen, Christopher Bessesen Jr.,
Raylynn Meyer and Madison Meyer

He was preceded in death by a
son, Richard Meyer Jr.; and a sister,
Theresa Meyer. 

Visitation will be held on Friday

from 5 to 7 p.m. at Williamson-
Spencer and Penrod Funeral Home
in Portland. Services to celebrate
Richard’s life will follow at 7 p.m. on
Friday at the funeral home. 

Condolences may be expressed at
williamsonspencer.com. 

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of  residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.
There is a charge for obituaries,

which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

SERVICES
Wednesday

Gillum, Brenda: 2 p.m.,
Gravel Hill Cemetery, rural
Bryant.

Friday
Meyer, Richard: 7 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Saturday
Green, Helen: 2 p.m., Brock-

man-Boeckman Funeral Home,
308 S. Wayne St., Fort Recovery.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

Obituaries

Meyer

A long list of  new candidates
filed Tuesday to run in the May
primary election.

New candidates filing to run
for office included Democrat
Kelly Stipp and Republican
Brenda Beaty, both for Jay
County Council, and Democrat
Dottie Quakenbush for Redkey
Town Council.

Also recently, John E. Bartlett
of  Hartford City filed to run for
the Democratic nomination for
state representative in District
33. (The district now includes
the southern two-thirds of  Jay
County, all of  Randolph and
Blackford counties and parts of
Delaware and Henry counties.)
He is currently the only candi-

date for the office on the Demo-
cratic side of  the ballot while
incumbent J.D. Prescott faces a
challenge from Brittany Kloer
for the Republican nomination.

Others filing Tuesday to seek
office were Republicans Scott
Coy and Tammy (Cowan) Horn
for Pike Township Advisory
Board, Phillip Zarate for Salam-

onia Town Council, Eldon
Campbell for Noble Township
Advisory Board and Missy
Elliott, Chad Schlichter and
Amy Schlichter for state con-
vention delegate. 

Democrats filing Tuesday
were Alvin Rodney Cassel and
Robert Bailey, both for Greene
Township Advisory Board.

Also, there was an error in
the reporting of  new election
filers from Monday. 

Republicans Carrie
Shaneyfelt, Michael Shreeve
and Michelle Jones all filed to
run for Salamonia Town Coun-
cil.

The deadline to file to run for
office is noon Friday.

New candidates file for May primary

Continued from page 1
He noted there are mem-

bers of  the community
who have tried to play soc-
cer at parks in the past and
have conflicted with sched-
uled events, such as Pee
Wee Football. Some indi-
viduals have opted to play
soccer at the green space
at the intersection of
Tyson Road and Charles
Street.

Taking into account the
former tennis courts and
baseball/softball diamond,
noted Tom Leonhard of
the parks department, the
proposed green space
would stretch 520 feet long
and 258 feet wide. His esti-
mates include six soccer
fields for ages 6 to 10, one
field for ages 11 to 16 and
one field for adults. That
would still leave room for a
pickle ball court. 

Questions arose about
whether the department
should install goals for the
fields. Ison said he envi-
sioned mainly green
space, although the parks
department could look
into adding goals in the
future. Board member
Shauna Runkle said she
thinks community mem-
bers could bring their own
for now and shared wor-
ries about the posts being
vandalized if  installed.

Park board member

Glen Bryant proposed the
city sell the land where
Milton Miller Park is.

“I don’t know of  any
other town our size in the
state that’s got so many
parks, so maybe, a
thought, is we eliminate
that,” he said.

Ison said he’s consid-
ered the thought, but one
of  the city employees who
lives on the north side of
Portland vouched for the
park and its significance
to the youth.

“I think if  you take a
park away like that, it may
do more harm than good,”
Ison said.

Park board member
Michael Brewster suggest-
ed the board speak with
Kyle Cook of  Jay Commu-
nity Center to see if  the
organization would also be
interested in utilizing soc-
cer fields in the city.

Also Tuesday, park
board members discussed
the status of  ongoing
issues with Portland
Water Park. 

At this time, Portland

will not pursue legal
action against the firms
involved — HWC Engi-
neering was the engineer-
ing firm and RLTurner
was the contractor — in
the construction and plan-
ning of  the facility.

Arbitration and legal
costs would amount to
around $20,000, explained
Ison.

“You’re not guaranteed
to get any of  those funds
back,” he said.

Portland Mayor John
Boggs said he’s not sure
the case would produce the
necessary funds to use for
replacing the tiles. After
talking with city attorney
Wes Schemenaur, he said,
it appears the city may not
get anything out of  taking
legal action.

“Considering the tile
only has a one-year war-
ranty and we’re six years
in, we’re not really hopeful
we’ll get anything from the
arbitration,” he said. “I
know it might’ve been
specced out wrong, but it
still lasted longer than the

warranty on the tile.”
“I’d rather spend the

money on fixing the pool,
and then if  we have money
left over, we can look at
this later on,” he added.

The new tiles coming
from Blakely’s of  Indi-
anapolis also have a one-
year warranty.

In other news, park
board members Glen
Bryant, John McFarland,
Brewster, Runkle and Ison:

•Adjusted meetings to
5:30 p.m. the first Tuesday
of  the month.

•Learned the board will
be making minor changes
to its five-year park plan.
Ison noted a draft of  the
document was sent to the
Indiana Department of
Natural Resources on Jan.
15, and he received some
recommended changes
from the department Jan.
26. In order to be consid-
ered for the Land and
Water Conservation Fund
grant project application,
it will need to implement
those recommendations.

•Welcomed new board
members Brewster and
McFarland.

•Heard from Ison the
board welcomes communi-
ty volunteers. Those inter-
ested may contact the park
board or city to get
involved.

Soccer ...
‘I think if you take a park
away like that, it may do
more harm than good.’
—Brian Ison, park board president

City court

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................6.39
March corn ..............6.41
Wheat ......................7.46

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................6.43
March corn ..............6.41
April corn ................6.40

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................6.31
March corn ..............6.31
Beans ......................15.34
March beans ..........15.34

Wheat ...................... 7.61
March wheat .......... 7.61

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................6.25
Late Feb. corn..........6.27
Beans ......................15.32
Late Feb. beans ......15.35
June wheat.............. 7.57

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.25
March corn ..............6.25
Beans ......................15.19
March beans ..........15.23
Wheat ......................7.36

Lotteries

On Feb. 2, 1990, in a
dramatic concession to
South Africa’s Black
majority, President F.W.
de Klerk lifted a ban on
the African National
Congress and promised
to free Nelson Mandela.
In 1536, present-day

Buenos Aires, Argenti-
na, was founded by Pedro
de Mendoza of  Spain.
In 1653, New Amster-

dam — now New York
City — was incorporat-
ed.
In 1887, Punx-

sutawney, Pennsylvania,
held its first Groundhog
Day festival.
In 1913, New York

City’s rebuilt Grand Cen-
tral Terminal officially
opened to the public at
one minute past mid-
night.
In 1914, Charles Chap-

lin made his movie debut
as the comedy short
“Making a Living” was
released by Keystone
Film Co.
In 1925, the legendary

Alaska Serum Run
ended as the last of  a

series of  dog mushers
brought a life-saving
treatment to Nome, the
scene of  a diphtheria epi-
demic, six days after the
drug left Nenana.
In 1943, the remain-

der of  Nazi forces from
the Battle of  Stalingrad
surrendered in a major
victory for the Soviets in
World War II.
In 1948, President

Harry S. Truman sent a
10-point civil rights pro-
gram to Congress, where
the proposals ran into
fierce opposition from
Southern lawmakers.
In 1972, there was a

break-in at Bloomfield
School. The thieves
gained entry to the build-
ing through window,
stole a few dollars from
vending machines and
forced open the office
door and filing cabinets.
In 2006, House Repub-

licans elected John
Boehner of  Ohio as their
new majority leader to
replace the indicted Tom
DeLay.

—AP and The CR

CR almanac

22/9 17/-2 20/9 29/9 22/7
Thursday

will bring snow,
with between 3
and 7 inches
of precipitation
and wind gusts
up to 35 mph
expected.

Monday
looks to be
mostly
cloudy, with
the low reach-
ing 7
degrees.

Mostly
sunny skies
are on the
horizon for
Sunday. At
night, it will
be mostly
cloudy.

The forecast
for Friday calls
for mostly
cloudy skies
with a low dip-
ping to about -2
degrees.

Saturday
will be sunny,
with the high
reaching
around 20
degrees.
Mostly clear
skies at night.

Thursday
2/3

Friday
2/4

Saturday
2/5

Sunday
2/6

Monday
2/7

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$123 million

Mega Millions
11-24-38-62-66
Mega Ball: 1
Megaplier: 4
Estimated jackpot: $22

million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 0-0-7
Daily Four: 0-1-9-3
Quick Draw: 6-9-13-18-

23-26-29-33-35-36-38-44-47-
59-64-66-68-70-71-76

Evening
Daily Three: 6-2-7
Daily Four: 7-7-4-8

Quick Draw: 4-8-11-14-
20-23-25-33-34-45-47-53-55-
57-58-59-70-71-73-78

Cash 5: 8-16-19-27-45
Estimated jackpot:

$300,000

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 1-3-4
Pick 4: 9-4-9-1
Pick 5: 2-0-8-8-8
Evening
Pick 3: 9-2-6
Pick 4: 5-2-9-8
Pick 5: 7-9-7-0-4
Rolling Cash: 10-14-15-

18-30
Estimated jackpot:

$120,000

Today
6 p.m. — Jay County

Commissioners and
Jay County Council
joint session, auditori-
um, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works,
mayor’s office, city

hall, 321 N. Meridian St.
6 p.m. — Redkey

Town Council execu-
tive session, park
cabin, 200 S. Mooney
St., Redkey.

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
SINGLES AND SEPA-

RATES SUPPORT GROUP
— For anyone who’s lost a
loved one or has a spouse
living in long-term care or
suffering from an illness,
the group will meet at 2
p.m. the first Wednesday of
each month in the Arthur
& Gloria Muselman Well-
ness Pavilion in Berne. For
more information, call
Sarah Conrad at (260) 589-
4496.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for

friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call Pastor Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.

PENNVILLE FAIR
BOARD — Will meet at 7
p.m. the first Wednesday of
each month at the Pennville
Community Center.  

STRESS AND ANXIETY

CLASS — Meets each
Wednesday at 2nd Chance
at Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
726-9625 or (260) 703-0534.

Thursday
SENIOR CITIZENS

CARD CLUB — Will meet
at 1 p.m. on the first, sec-
ond, third and fifth Thurs-
day of  each month at Jay
Community Center.

PTSD SUPPORT GROUP
— Meets at 6 p.m. every
Thursday at the Portland
American Legion Post, 211
W. Walnut St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Thursday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet the first
Thursday of  the month at
Portland Lions Civic Cen-
ter, 307 W. 100 North. The
meal will be served at 6:30
p.m. and the meeting will
begin at 7 p.m.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winchester,
in community room 1. For
more information, call
Kimberly Sibery at (765)
964-6075 or Nikki Bosworth
at (765) 584-6452.

Friday
SOFT SHOULDERS — A

support group for anyone
suffering from memory
loss, will meet at 10:30 a.m.

the first Friday of  each
month in the Fireplace
Room at Edelweiss Place at
Swiss Village in Berne. For
more information, call (260)
589-3173.

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will meet at
noon Friday, Feb. 4, at Har-
mony Cafe in Portland.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. upstairs at True Value
Hardware, Meridian Street,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 729-2532.

DUNKIRK HISTORICAL
SOCIETY — Is open from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. on the first
and third Saturday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113. S. Main St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.

Free adult education classes are
available.

John Jay Center for Learning is
offering free classes for adults to
receive a High School Equivalency
diploma. The state has also supplied
funding to help students pay for their
final High School Equivalency Test
in 2022.

Classes are available from 9:30 to
11:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays, and from
4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays. For
more information, call (260) 729-5525.

Deadline extended
The deadline has been extended

for Hoosier Homestead farmers to
submit their farm history for publi-
cation.

Material for “Hoosier Homestead
Farms,” a book celebrating nearly
6,000 Indiana farms, is now due by
March 30. Any farmer with a
Hoosier Homestead Award can sub-

mit up to 300 words about their farm
history, along with a photo of  the
farm, family, farm sign or anything
else of  significance.

Information requested includes
the year your farm started, how
many generations have worked or
owned it, types of  crops grown,
places your crops are sold and the
year your farm was inducted as a
Hoosier Homestead Farm. The pub-
lisher’s website at acclaimpress.com
has a page for farmers to fill out
their history.

Copies of  the book can be pur-
chased on the website or by calling
(573) 472-9800.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Community Calendar

Poet longs for
spring season
By KWAME DAWES

Ethel bert Miller is the
mas ter of  the short, pithy
lyric, packed with ten der-
 ness, a gen tle wit, and
moments of  sat is fy ing res o-
 nance. 

Here is an ode to spring
that is also, at once, a love
lyric. Though the object of
affec tion in his poem  
“Beloved” is spring, it is
easy to see how the long ing,
the desire, the impulse to
announce love of  spring,

cap tures the sen ti ments of
roman tic love. But since we
are now in the throes of
win ter, it is also fit ting to
med i tate on our long ing for
the rebirth of  love’s season.

Beloved
Please forgive me for forgetting.
I wanted to go outside and look for you.
I was told this was impossible.

I was instructed to stay indoors.
But my words for you need sun.
My heart needs air.

I love you Spring.
I miss your warmth.
Come unlock my door.

American Life in Poetry
is made possible by The
Poetry Foundation (poetry-
foundation.org), publisher
of  Poetry magazine. It is
also supported by the
Department of  English at
the University of  Nebras-
ka-Lincoln. Poem copy-
right ©2020 by E. Ethelbert
Miller, “Beloved” from
Washingtonian Magazine,

May 15, 2020. Poem reprint-
ed by permission of  the
author and the publisher.
Introduction copyright
©2022 by The Poetry Foun-
dation. The introduction’s
author, Kwame Dawes, is
George W. Holmes Profes-
sor of  English and Glenna
Luschei Editor of  Prairie
Schooner at the University
of  Nebraska.

American
Life in Poetry

Free adult education is available

DEAR ABBY: My ex-wife and I
were divorced seven years ago.
It was my doing. I had two
affairs, the second of  which
resulted in my current mar-
riage. I have always regretted
my actions and the pain it
caused, and I vowed to never
make that mistake again. 

My ex is happily remarried,
but here’s the problem: We have
a daughter in her late 20s who
seemed to adjust to our situa-
tion quickly. However, her moth-
er has turned our daughter
against me to the point where
she has cut off  all contact. It has
been nearly three years and it
eats away at me every day. Her
mother has completely brain-
washed her. I recently found out
my daughter is pregnant, which
has made it worse. 

As it stands, I’ll have no con-
tact with my grandchild, while
my ex rubs it in my face. Abby,
I’ve never said a bad word about
my ex, even though I know she’s
not a good person. She has used
people, stolen, cheated and lied
most of  her life and apparently
continues to do so. She’s told
outright lies about me to our
daughter and others. 

I have admitted my misdeeds,
but my ex can’t or won’t do the
same. I want to expose her, but I
know I can’t if  I want any hope
of  reconciliation with my
daughter. How can I talk to my

daughter, at least to get closure?
— SAD DAD IN OHIO
DEAR DAD: Send your

daughter a REGISTERED let-
ter telling her how much you
love her and congratulating
her on her pregnancy. At the
same time, without pointing
fingers at your ex-wife,
which might only further
alienate your daughter,
explain that some of  the
things she may have been
told about you aren’t true
and you would like to discuss
them with her. Then cross
your fingers and hope she
agrees.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I’m a married

woman in my early 40s with two
small children. I am blessed to
enjoy a close relationship with
my parents, both of  whom are
now in their mid-to-late 70s. My
siblings and I all live within 15
minutes of  them, and we spend
a lot of  time together for holi-
days, special occasions and gen-
eral get-togethers. 

Lately, I can’t stop thinking
about my parents dying. It will
be awful once they are gone. It
has reached a point where if
one of  them gets a cold, I’m ter-
rified it will turn into some-
thing more serious. I’m also
scared that something else trau-
matic might happen, and I dread
receiving that phone call. 

I don’t know how to stop
thinking like this. I know death
is a part of  life, but I don’t want
every day to be clouded by
thoughts of  something bad hap-
pening. Is there any way to have
a healthier mindset? — LOVING
DAUGHTER IN TEXAS
DEAR DAUGHTER: There

is more than one way to
approach this. The first
would be to turn off  the news
for a week and see if  it low-
ers your level of  anxiety,
which may stem from the
incessant drumbeat of
reporting about COVID. If
that doesn’t help, then it
might benefit you to talk
with a licensed mental health
practitioner for help to ease
your anxiety by getting to the
root of  what is causing it. If
your parents are in good
health, they may be with you
for many years to come. It
would be a shame to waste
that precious time because of
fears about what will one day
happen to us all.

Father hopes to reconnect
Dear
Abby

Taking
Note
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The Washington Post
Nearly a decade ago, a

federal board warned in a
report that practices for
classification and declas-
sification of  national
security information
were “outmoded, unsus-
tainable and keep too
much information from
the public.” 

The report found that
petabytes of  data were
being classified annually.
(A petabyte is a million
gigabytes.) Then, in 2019,
a top U.S. official warned
the government was cre-
ating petabytes every
month and the system
was “unsustainable, and
desperately requires mod-
ernization.” In 2020, the
federal board warned of
an “explosion” of  digital
data now underway —
and a “tsunami” in the
years to come.

The U.S. government is
drowning in its own
secrets. Avril Haines, the
director of  national intel-
ligence, recently wrote to
Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore-
gon, and Jerry Moran, R-
Kansas, that “deficiencies
in the current classifica-
tion system undermine
our national security, as
well as critical democrat-
ic objectives, by impeding
our ability to share infor-
mation in a timely man-
ner.” The same conclu-
sions have been drawn by
the senators and many
others for a long time.

The reasons for the log-
jam are well known. Too
much national security
information is over-clas-
sified and too little is
declassified. The volume
of  digital secrets is bur-
geoning, but the declassi-
fication system lumbers
along at an analog pace.
According to the Public
Interest Declassification
Board’s 2020 report, “The
transition to email and
other forms of  instanta-
neous communications,
and the pervasive use of
social media applications
have profoundly altered
the way the Government
conducts business.” By
contrast, the paper-based
declassification system
“was created before the
United States entered
World War II, and it
remains entrenched
today.”

Hopefully, action to fix
this long-festering mis-
match will finally get
underway. The 2020 report
recommended that a new
high-level executive be
appointed to oversee the
effort, and a new national
declassification system be

created that would work
toward timely release of
information. Technology
must be used to modern-
ize the aging systems, the
report found, and the gov-
ernment ought to deploy
the tools of  big data, arti-
ficial intelligence,
machine learning, and
cloud storage and
retrieval to build a mod-
ern system with automa-
tion. Not everyone is sold
on the automation con-
cept, but it deserves
exploration. The slow,
page-by-page declassifica-
tion process is broken.

So far, Haines said, cur-
rent priorities and
resources for fixing the
classification systems
“are simply not suffi-
cient.” The National
Security Council is work-
ing on a revised presiden-
tial executive order gov-
erning classified informa-
tion, and we hope the
White House will come up
with an ambitious blue-
print for modernization.

The nation needs to
guard its secrets to func-
tion properly. But over-
classification is counter-
productive and adds to
public distrust. A big
improvement would be to
simplify the classification
process into two tiers,
secret and top secret, with
appropriate protections
and guidelines that will
also prevent labeling as
“classified” material that
does not need to be pro-
tected. In the words of
one chair of  the Public
Interest Declassification
Board, Nancy E. Soder-
berg, “Transformation is
not simply advisable but
imperative.” She was
right about both the need
and the urgency. That was
nearly 10 years ago.

U.S. is drowning
in its own secrets

By HEATHER LONG
The Washington Post

If  two years of  pandemic life has
taught us anything, it is that the Unit-
ed States urgently needs its own ver-
sion of  Japan’s “womenomics,” an
effort to boost women in the work-
force.

Omicron January has offered yet
another reminder that parents, espe-
cially moms, are at a breaking point -
over inadequate child care, intermit-
tent schooling and the challenges of
work, whether remote or in-person.
It’s also been a warning about what
happens when the U.S. economy does-
n’t have enough workers: Growth
slows as businesses are forced to cut
hours or shut entirely. The 24-hour
diner becomes the 16-hour place.

The irony of  the moment is that at
precisely the time when U.S. policy-
makers should think bigger about
remaking the workplace to meet the
needs of  women, we are going in the
wrong direction. The impending
demise of  Build Back Better threat-
ens initiatives such as paid parental
leave, more subsidies for child care
and universal prekindergarten.

Addressing these long-standing
problems is not just a matter of  doing
something nice for women, children
and families — it’s good for the over-
all economy. There’s an immediate
need to keep more women from quit-
ting (or forgoing promotions) because
they are burned out, but there’s also a
longer-term imperative to make it
easier for more women to be part of
the paid workforce in the years to
come.

With baby boomers retiring, the
United States is likely to be short on
workers for years. Immigration
would help, but so would policies that
specifically target enabling more
women to work.

The United States used to be a glob-
al leader in advancing women in the
workforce, but that’s not true any-
more. In 1985, the United States was

behind only Sweden in the share of
women working. By 2019, the nation
had fallen to 23rd, according to the
Organization for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development.

Other nations have eclipsed the
United States by following a formula:
Offer flexibility, child care and paid
parental leave.

In the short-term, parents need
flexible scheduling from their
employer to get through these covid-
19 crunch periods. But to really
change the game for women will
require nationwide policies.

Japan launched “womenomics” in
2013 to try to increase the number of
Japanese women in the formal work-
force. It was far from perfect, but
Japan’s female labor force participa-
tion rate soared above the United
States and many European countries.

The core of  womenomics was 14
weeks paid maternity leave, more
government-subsidized child care,
tax reforms to incentivize work and
goals to prod employers to promote
women to management ranks and to
encourage men to take paternity
leave.

For years there have been calls to
do something similar in the United
States, not to mention outrage that
the United States is one of  only seven
countries in the world without any
mandated paid maternity leave.
McKinsey and S&P Global —hardly
left-leaning institutions —have pro-
duced reports arguing that the key to
boosting U.S. economic growth is to
get more women into the paid work-
force.

That urgency has only grown after
the pandemic’s toll on the nation.
Overall, the share of  Americans
working or looking for work is near
the lowest levels since the 1970s. Put
another way, there are 2.3 million
fewer people working now than pre-
pandemic, and more than half  are
women.

It’s a major red flag that day cares
are at only 90 percent of  normal
staffing levels and schools are in
dire need of  bus drivers and substi-
tute teachers, among other posi-
tions.

The Build Back Better package
was supposed to go a long way
toward addressing these problems.

“Probably the single biggest thing
Build Back Better could do for the
economy is boost women’s labor
force participation,” said Adam
Posen, president of  the Peterson
Institute for International Econom-
ics and a former adviser to the
Japanese government.

But now it’s become “Build Back
Smaller.” The measure has to be
pared down significantly, if  any-
thing passes at all. There still seems
to be momentum for universal pre-
K, but other child-care efforts are in
limbo and paid family leave looks
likely to be cut.

“The reason this is not a top prior-
ity is this is invisible work that gets
done by generation after generation
of  American women,” said Alicia
Sasser Modestino, associate profes-
sor at Northeastern University who
has done extensive research on the
impact of  the pandemic on women.

There are trade-offs to any policy
decisions, but let’s be blunt: Ameri-
ca is once again on the verge of  leav-
ing women behind. That’s going to
hurt families and the entire econo-
my for years to come.

••••••••••
Long is a columnist and member of

The Washington Post’s Editorial
Board.

Don’t leave women behind

By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

When was the last time you
listened to new music?

I mean, really new music.
That’s the question I found

myself  pondering the other day
after reading an article in The
Atlantic that said old songs —
those oldies we all love — now
represent 70% of  the U.S. music
market, squeezing out the injec-
tion of  new tunes we all used to
yearn for.

Clearly, something funda-
mental has changed.

For generations, there was a
pattern to shifts in America’s
pop music culture.

My parents listened to Big
Band music, Swing and Broad-
way musicals. Then Elvis Pres-
ley came along and upset the
apple cart.

Half  a generation later, the

British Invasion led by the Bea-
tles caused another seismic dis-
ruption. Hip-hop and rap —
which I still have trouble get-
ting my ears around — had a
similar effect.

And now? It seems to be all
oldies all the time.

Ted Gioia, who wrote The
Atlantic piece, recounts stop-
ping by a diner where the entire
staff  was under 30 years old but
the music being played on the
PA system was more than 40
years old.

I’ve found myself  in the same
situation, and I suspect you
have too.

Something’s been lost.
Back in the day — in that

period when Elvis was fading
and British rock was taking off
— it seemed something new
was born musically every
week.

In Portland, that required a
regular stop at the Office Sup-
ply store where the top 50 or so
45 rpm disks were on display
along with a copy of  Billboard
or Cashbox.

Whose record was “Number 5
with a Bullet” this week? Del
Shannon? The Everly Broth-
ers? The Moody Blues? Petula
Clark? The Zombies?

The music was all over the
place — from rockabilly to
British pop — and all of  it was
exciting, a smorgasbord for the

listener to sample or feast
upon.

And the cumulative effect
was to send the listener looking
for more and trying to broaden
his or her musical horizons.

In my case, that led to discov-
ering bluesman Lightnin’ Hop-
kins in a discount rack at an
Ayr-Way in Muncie. That
gravely voice and guitar
opened a whole new avenue. I
bought all the albums I could
find.

As a freshman in college, I
was blown away by Nina
Simone singing “If  I Fell For
You” on an album I bought at
Specialty Records in Rich-
mond. I can still replay it in my
head even now.

Specialty also introduced me
to The Doors, who weren’t in
Nina Simone’s league, but who
were fun just the same.

During a visit to Purdue Uni-
versity, my great friend Vickie
Renbarger wouldn’t let me get
away without making sure I
listened to Linda Ronstadt, one
of  her discoveries.

We were all musical explor-
ers, or so it seemed.

And now? Not so much.
I’ve been listening to African

pop music for more than a
decade and love it. But the per-
formers — folks like Orchestra
Baobab and Cesaria Evora —
have retired or passed away.

Thanks to gifts from my
kids, I’m a fan of  Adele, Ray
Lamontagne, Kaleo and the
Tedeschi Trucks Band.

Thanks to Arts Place, I’m a
fan of  groups like the Wailin’
Jennies.

But the sense of  exploration?
It seems it’s gone. With a bul-

let, as Cashbox used to say.

Where is our sense of exploration?
Back 
in the
Saddle

Guest
Editorial

Too much
national
security

information is
over-classified
and too little
is declassified.

Heather
Long



Continued from page 2
Kelly J. Nunley, Port-

land, speeding 48 mph in
a 30 mph zone, March 2;
Lexis A. Phenis, Win-
chester, operating with a
false plate and driving
without insurance,
March 2

Paid by waiver
Lindsay E. Moser, Port-

land, speeding 47 mph in
a 30 mph zone, $152.50;
Adrienne R. Billue, Port-
land, speeding 56 mph in
a 30 mph zone, $171;
Patricia L. Gibson, Port-
land, disregarding stop
sign, $160.50; Timothy L.
Bruggeman, Fort Recov-
ery, Ohio, speeding 74
mph in a 55 mph zone,
$154.50; Alisher Masseev,
Brooklyn, New York,
driving off  the truck
route in Dunkirk, $160.50;
Stanley J. Childs, Fredo-
nia, New York, speeding

65 mph in a 55 mph zone,
$145.50; Justin P. Starr,
Portland, failure to pos-
sess a hunting license,
$160.50; Stephen J. Kohli,
Fort Wayne, speeding 57
mph in a 35 mph zone,
$171; James W. Hayes,
Greencastle, speeding 75
mph in a 55 mph zone,
$171; Ronald D. Daugher-
ty, Indianapolis, speeding
69 mph in a 55 mph zone,
$149.50; Thomas R. Rob-
bins, Portland, junk vehi-
cle on property; Ciara N.
Leath, New Castle, speed-
ing 60 mph in a 40 mph
zone, $171; Joshua A. Gul-
lett, Fort Wayne, hunting
violation, $160; Ashton G.
Hooker, Muncie, speed-
ing 53 mph in a 30 mph
zone, $171; James Theur-
er, Portland, ordinance
violations of  unlawful
growth ($160), grass or
weeds taller than eight
inches ($25), refusing to

remove grass or weeds
($25), accumulation of
rubbish ($25) and storage
of  junk ($25); Jason R.
Drumm, Bryant, operat-
ing with a fictitious plate,
$160.50; Nathaniel L. Ran-
dall, Zionsville, speeding
85 mph in a 55 mph zone,
$171; Steven R. Skolny,
Brooksville, Florida,
speeding 70 mph in a 55
mph zone, $150; Kris C.
Wise, Cuyahoga Falls,
Ohio, speeding 51 mph in
a 30 mph zone, $171;
Joshua M. Casey, Clinton,
Maine, failure to yield
($161) and expired plates
($25); Josel E. Guzman,
Nashville, Tennessee,
speeding 52 mph in a 30
mph zone, $171
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“This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider.”

Geneva
Shores

Apartments
One - Two - Three

Bedroom Apartments
295 S. Hale St.

Geneva, IN 46740
Website: genevashores.net

Now Accepting
Applications

Criminal Background Check
& Landlord references

required.
Applications can be picked

up in front office
Hours:

Mon. 8-4  Thurs. 8-4
(260) 368-9129
TTD 1-800-743-3333

Kinder Haus Daycare at Swiss Village is now seeking a PRN Team
Teacher. Varied hours from 6am-5p M-F. Responsibilities include
providing high quality child care services and assisting the Lead

Teacher with supervision of the classroom. Must have a high school
diploma or GED and be at least 18 years of age. Strong desire to
work with children required. Educational background in early

childhood is preferred.
Apply online at www.swissvillage.org, in person, 

or send Resume to: 
Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist 

Swiss Village 
1350 W. Main St., Berne, IN 46711 
Or email: kaylar@swissvillage.org

KINDER HAUS DAYCARE

Portland City Court

Continued from page 1
Holcomb and major business organiza-

tions have argued against those limita-
tions as wrongly interfering in the deci-
sions of  private businesses, while also
opposing President Joe Biden’s attempt to
require COVID-19 vaccinations or testing
for workers at big companies. 

Leading state Senate Republicans have
so far stood against the business limita-
tions, although more debate is likely

before the legislative session ends in
March.

“We’ll continue to have conversations to
try and find the right landing spot between
the right of  people to dictate what their
health is and whether or not the vaccine is
right for them, plus the employer’s right to
control what’s going on in their work envi-
ronment,” Republican Senate President
Pro Tem Rodric Bray said. “We’ll have
some pretty robust conversations.”

Emergency ...

Continued from page 1
JCDC executive direc-

tor Travis Richards also
noted that the organiza-
tion will be updating
Shauver’s job description
so it includes the items
required of  all HELP
community coordinators.

The board also gave its
approval to modify the
format of  its annual meet-
ing and regular meeting
schedule.

Typically, the board has
met on the first Tuesday
in February, April, June,
August, October and
December, with its annual
meeting, including a
meal, in June. (The annu-
al meeting has not
occurred in that format
for two years because of
the ongoing coronavirus
pandemic.)

Richards proposed
eliminating the annual
meeting meal and instead
making a March presenta-
tion to the board, followed
by providing the same
information to Jay Coun-
ty Commissioners. He
also proposed meeting
every month, with even-
numbered months contin-
uing to be business meet-
ings and odd-numbered
months being used as
informational sessions
with guest speakers such
as representatives from
local industries, business-
es and organizations like
the small business devel-
opment center.

JCDC president Doug
Loy expressed his support
for the changes, noting
that leadership has been
looking for more opportu-
nities to engage the
board.

“I think it’d be nice to
be able to get to know
some of  the industries in
Jay County,” agreed board
member Trent Paxson.

During his update of
recent activities,
Richards noted the 1.1%
unemployment rate in
Jay County in December.
He explained various fac-
tors that have pushed that

number down, including
the retirement of  the
Baby Boomer generation.
He pointed out that the
rate measures not the rate
of  unemployment for all
residents, but the unem-
ployment rate for those of
working age who are
seeking employment.

He added that he has
made industry visits with
Indiana Economic Devel-
opment Corporation and
has met with several
small businesses that are
looking to start or
expand. And he noted that
more information on the
state’s Regional Econom-
ic Acceleration and Devel-
opment Initiative
(READI) is expected this
month.

Shauver updated the
board that progress is
continuing with the Pen-
nville library expansion
project.

She also reported that
she has helped Portland
apply for a stormwater
grant from OCRA and
Redkey apply for a grant
from The Portland Foun-
dation for new flooring in
its park cabin.

In other business, the
board:

•Welcomed new mem-
bers Ryan Johnson and
Chad Towell.

•Was reminded that
Fiber Fest will be March
11 and 12 at Jay Commu-
nity Center.

•Received a final update
about the Hoosier Oppor-
tunity jobs website. A
partnership between Jay,
Randolph and Wayne
counties, the site was
shut down Jan. 31.

•Heard from Dunkirk
Mayor Jack Robbins that
a Dunkirk Community
Committee has been
formed to help organize
events sponsored by vari-
ous groups in the city
throughout the year.
Mark Leavell noted that
Redkey is working on a
similar initiative through
its Visit Redkey page on
Facebook.

HELP ...

By AAMER MADHANI,
LORNE COOK,
DASHA LITVINOVA
and LOLITA C. BALDOR
Associated Press

BRUSSELS — President Joe
Biden is sending about 2,000 U.S.-
based troops to Poland and Ger-
many and shifting roughly 1,000
soldiers from Germany to Romania
as demonstrations of  American
commitments to NATO allies amid
fears of  a possible Russian mili-
tary invasion of  Ukraine, the Pen-
tagon said Wednesday.

In announcing the moves, Penta-
gon press secretary John Kirby
said they will happen in coming
days and operate under U.S. com-
mand.

“These are not permanent
moves,” he said, stressing that the
purpose is to reassure allies at a

time of  heightened tension over
Russia’s unusual buildup of  mili-
tary forces along Ukraine’s border.

“These troops are not going to
fight in Ukraine,” Kirby said,
referring to the soldiers being sent
from Fort Bragg, North Carolina,
to Germany and Poland, and those
being shifted from Germany to
Romania. The 1,000 going to Roma-
nia are members of  a cavalry unit
and are in addition to about 900
U.S. troops already in that country,
Kirby said.

“It’s important that we send a
strong signal to Mr. Putin and to
the world” of  the U.S commitment
to NATO, Kirby said.

Biden has said he will not put
American troops in Ukraine to
fight any Russian incursion,
although the United States is sup-
plying Ukraine with weapons to

defend itself  and seeking to reas-
sure allies in Eastern Europe that
Washington will fulfill its treaty
obligation to defend them in the
event they are attacked.

The military moves come amid
stalled talks with Russia over its
military buildup at Ukraine’s bor-
ders. And they underscore growing
fears across Europe that Russian
President Vladimir Putin is poised
to invade Ukraine. Smaller NATO
countries on the alliance’s eastern
flank worry they could be next,
although Russia has said it has no
intention of  initiating conflict and
is willing to continue diplomatic
efforts.

Biden had said recently that he
intended to provide additional U.S.
forces to NATO allies in Eastern
Europe as reassurance of  an Amer-
ican commitment to treaty allies. 

Biden sending troops to Europe

Washington Post/Marvin Joseph

Threats target
People walk on the campus of Howard University in Washington on Tuesday. For the

third time in just a month, Howard University warned its campus on Tuesday of a bomb threat.
Each time, a law enforcement search found no sign of the threatened explosives. It is one of a
series of historically Black colleges and universities to receive bomb threats in the past month.
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never increase.
never decrease
will only be canc
non-payment.
1043

T
HIGH-SPEED
NET.. We instan
pare speed,
availability to
best service
needs. Start
$39.99/month!
compare offers
providers. Cal
961-0666

√
AA

V

BANNERS
40” x 13”

BUY ONE FOR
$695

GET ONE FOR
$350

Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Vaalentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAYY - FRIDAYY
Custom sizes available.

   
  

   
   
   

    
 

 
   

   
  

     
    

   
   

  
   

   
   
   
   
  
 

 
  

    
    

   
  

 
  

    
  

 
  

  
  

 
  
  
   

   
 

 

  
   

    
   
    

   
   

 
  

    
   

  
  

    
  

  
   

 
   
   

  
    

    
   

   
  

 
  

     
   
 
 

  
    

    
    

  
   

  
  

 
  

   
  

  
    
   
  

   
   

   

  
  

  
  

   
  

  
   

 
   

   
   
   

 
   

   

 
   

   
 

  
  

    
 

 
   
  

   
   

  
 

   
  

   
   

 

     
  

 

 

   

 
 

 

  
   

   

 
   

 
  

 
    

        
  (765) 546-8801

moc.oohay@ecneferg
“SINCE 1969”

LVINY•RESIDENTIAL
LAIRTSUDNI•LAICREMMOC•MRFA

GABBARD FENCE
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HOLLAND KIWANIS
Gun & Knife Show –
February 12 & 13, Sat 9-
4, Sun 9-3 - $6 Admis-
sion at Huntingburg
Event Center, 200 E.
14th St., Huntingburg, IN
– 200+ tables. For more
information call 812-536-
5252
LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-
gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call
Now 833-226-3105
LOOKING TO SELL your
Home? Save time &
money, connect with the
Top Agents in your area
to get more MONEY and
close FASTER! Call 317-
854-9781
NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
SMART HOME Installa-
tions? Geeks on Site will
install your WIFI, Door-
bells, Cameras, Home
Theater Systems &
Gaming Consoles. $20
OFF coupon 42537!
(Restrictions apply) 855-
668-0067
USE HAPPY Jack®
ToneKote® on dogs &
cats to insure a warm
winter coat, prevent
shedding & eliminate
doggy odor. At Tractor
Supply® (www.happy-
jackinc.com)
WESLEY FINANCIAL
Group, LLC - Timeshare
Cancellation Experts -
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational pack-
age and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos

allowed on Classified
Page 

Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper

is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,

business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and

sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 

WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 

90 SALE CALENDAR

REAL ESTATE AUC-
TION 

Saturday, February 19,
2022 

at 10AM
221 E 900 S-38, Gene-

va, IN 46740
7 +/- acres, 3-4 bed-
rooms, Heated shop,

Barn
Personal Property

Online: 
Starts February 7th at

6PM-
Closing starts February

15th at 6PM
Richard Fifer, Owner 
Sale conducted by

Green Auction – 260-
589-8474. 

See SoldonGreen.com
for details and flyers. 

UPCOMING AUCTIONS
Bricker Auction Compa-
ny 414 N Meridian St.

Portland, IN 
Feb. 5th - Joyce Tipton
Auction Online Only

Auction-
First item will be closing

@ 7:00 PM Pick-up
Address: 710 W Main St

Portland, IN 47371 
There are several great

pieces of furniture,
chicken themed decor,
and many other great

items! 
Previews are held on
Fridays from 12:00 -

5:00 
Download our app

(Bricker Auction Compa-
ny) from your Apple or
Google Play Store to
view our current and

upcoming auctions! Cell:
260-703-0839 Bricker

Auction Company Chad
Bricker-Auctioneer

AU11600027  

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.  

$10,000 SIGN ON
BONUS FOR AN EXPE-
RIENCED SEMI DRIVER
needed in Portland, IN.
Monday-Friday dedicated
run only, $0.60/mile, 2500-
3000 miles/week. Lots of
benefits included. Call/text
260.251.7839 or email
customerservice@tjxpser-
vice.com  

CDL OTR DRIVER
Flexible home times,

home 3 out of 4 week-
ends. 2019 Coronado 13
spd / Cascadia/Auto. Can
get $1500+ weekly. 3 yrs.
CDL exp. req. RGN, SD
exp. helpful. All miles,
drops, downtime, and

weekends are paid if out.
Interested? 260- 273-

1245 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick. Clean
and shiny on one side..35

cents each or four for
$1.40, plus tax. The

Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland 260-

726-8141. 

150 BOATS, SPORTING
EQUIPMENT

SPORTING GOODS/
GUNS & KNIFES Holland
Kiwanis Gun & Knife Show
– February 12 & 13, Sat 9-
4, Sun 9-3 - $6 Admission
at Huntingburg Event Cen-
ter, 200 E. 14th St., Hunt-
ingburg, IN – 200+ tables.
For more information call
812-536-525 

WANTED TO BUY:
INDIAN Artifact Collec-
tions, Arrowheads, etc.
Call 419-852-6825 ask
for Robin. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

READ  THE CR THEN RECYCLE
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FIFER REAL ESTATE
& PERSONAL

PROPERTY AUCTION
221 E 900 N-38 Geneva, IN 46740 

REAL ESTATE AUCTION, 

Saturday, February 19, 2022
10:00 AM

OPEN HOUSE, Monday February 7, 2022, 
4-6PM or by appointment

*7 +/- ACRES *3-4 BEDROOMS *30x60
HEATED SHOP *36X44 POLE BARN 

*500 Propane Gas Tank to be sold separately 
at the Real Estate Auction*

DIRECTIONS: HWY 27 to 900 N (Jay/Adams
County Line) turn West to property 

PERSONAL PROPERTY 
ONLINE AUCTION

SOLDONGREEN.COM
Monday, February 7, 2022 @ 6PM-Soft close
starts, Tuesday, February 15, 2022 @ 6PM

Allis-Chalmers Loader Tractor; Grader blade;
NAPA 5HP air compressor; TY Beanie Babies
Household: Patio furniture; Char Griller gas grill;
Buffet; Dining table with six chairs; China cabinet;
La-Z-Boy recliner; Dresser; Totes; Christmas
decorations; Snowmen; Fall decorations; Sunbeam
mixer; Farberware pot; The Pampered Chef
Tools/Misc.: Win Co. Generator PTO; Hydraulic log
splitter; Cutting torches;  Linmax four-wheeler;
Sickle mower; Hitachhi 12” compound miter saw
with laser; Poulan Predator chainsaw; Boyd-Built
Fabricators break; Lincoln Arc Welder; Continental
Shop Press CP-100 30 ton; Sand Blaster; NNT
Heavy Duty Drill Press; Pittsburgh Hydraulic
Equipment Kit; Engine stands; NAPA power
steering pump pulley service kit; Power washer;
Bench vise; Drills; Air impacts; 9 in Two Wheel
Band Saw; Pipe wrenches; Crescent wrenches;
Socket sets; Ratchets; Wrenches; C-clamps;
Screwdrivers; Rakes; Shovels; Shop Vac
Collectibles & Misc.: ERTL Ford TW-20 toy tractor;
1958 Typhoon yearbook; 1975 Hoosier Owl
yearbook; ELVIS memorabilia; Uncle Sam’s
Register banks; NASCAR; ERTL Coca-Cola banks;
Barbie; Matchbox; Records; Disney VHS;
Teletubbies; Green depression; Pink depression;
Carnival glassware

Richard Fifer, Owner
Green Auction

656 West Main Street, Beerne, IN 46711
260-589-8474

Rob Green – AU19500011
Bill Liechty AU01048441

CR 2-2-2022

PUBLIC AUCTION
Harness Racing Equipment To Be Sold

At The Jay County Fairgrounds
Portland, Indiana, Bubp Hall (located behind the

grandstand)

Saturday, February 5, 2022
10:00 A. M.

Consignments accepted Friday, February 4, 2022
between 4:00 – 6:00 pm
And Prior to Sale Time Saturday, February 5

SPONSORED BY

JAYLAND TROTTING ASSOCIATION
Proceeds for the Maintenance of the Harness

Racing Track 
at Jay County Fairgrounds

Contact:
Greg Runyon – Sale Manager – 260-726-4331

Gary Loy – Auctioneer – 260-726-5160 
AU 01031608

Ben Lyons – Auctioneer – AU 10700085
Travis Theurer – Auctioneer – AU 11200131
Troy Foust – Auctioneer – AU 1900068

Loy Auction and Real Estate
Auction Company #31600027

Lunch – Heated Building - Seating
CR 2-2-2022

Public Notice
NOTICE OF 

DETERMINATION
Notice is hereby given that the
Board of School Trustees of
The Jay School Corporation
(Corporation) has determined
to sell real estate owned by the
Corporation (234 W Pearl St,
Dunkirk, IN 47336) and to hire a
real estate broker to assist in
said sales. The hiring of the bro-
ker is planned for the regular
Board meeting which is sched-
uled for February 14th, at 5:00
PM or any Board meeting there-
after.
Notice dated January 25, 2022.
Board of School Trustees of
the Jay School Corporation

CR 1-28, NS 2-2-HSPAXLP
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Class 3A No. 6
Jay County Patriots vs.

Class 3A No. 8
Hamilton Heights Huskies

Sectional opening round

at Yorktown

Girls varsity summary
Jay County (20-4)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Muhlnkmp 0-0 0-0 0
Saxman 2-7 1-2 5
Bilbrey 2-3 0-1 4
Rodgers 0-7 0-0 0
Schwtrmn 5-17 2-5 16
BDirksen 0-1 1-2 1
MDirksen 3-10 0-0 7
Totals 12-45 4-10 33

.267 .400
Def. rebound percentage: .710

Hamilton Heights (16-5)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Hickok 2-5 0-0 5
Shields 2-14 0-1 5
Runner 4-9 4-4 13
Rhoton 1-4 0-0 3
Cherry 0-1 0-0 0
Moran 4-7 2-8 10
Totals 13-40 6-13 36

.325 .462
Def. rebound percentage: .588

Score by quarters:
Jay Co. 15 4 5 8 1 —33
HHHS 8 15 5 4 4 —36

3-point shooting: Jay County 5-
23 (Schwieterman 4-11, Dirksen 1-
6, Rodgers 0-6). Hamilton Heights
4-19 (Runner 1-2, Hickok 1-3, Rho-
ton 1-3, Shields 1-10, Cherry 0-1).

Rebounds: Jay County 35 (Sax-
man 12, Bilbrey 9, Schwieterman 7,
MDirksen 5, Muhlenkamp 2, team
2). Hamilton Heights 29 (Runner 9,
Moran 8, Shields 4, Hickok 3, team
3, Rhoton 2).

Assists: Jay County 9 (Rodgers 5,
Schwieterman 2, Muhlenkamp,
Saxman). Hamilton Heights 7
(Hickok 4, Moran 2, Shields).

Blocks: Jay County 4 (Schwieter-
man 2, Saxman, MDirksen). Hamil-
ton Heights 0.

Personal fouls: Jay County 12
(Schwieterman 4, MDirksen 4, Sax-
man 2, Bilbrey, Rodgers). Hamilton
Heights 10 (Hickok 3, Runner 3,
Shields 2, Moran 2).

Turnovers: Jay County 15. Hamil-
ton Heights 16.

Box score
Continued from page 8
Sophie Saxman tracked

down the offensive
rebound and dished the
ball to Renna Schwieter-
man, but her triple try at
the buzzer went long.

JCHS had similar oppor-
tunities with the game tied
at the end of  regulation. A
Schwieterman drive to the
hoop missed and went out
of  bounds with 2.7 seconds
left. Then, inbounding
from underneath the bas-
ket, the Patriots had a shot
by Gabi Bilbrey go off  the
mark and offensive
rebound and put-back
attempt from Saxman
bounce too hard off  the
glass as time expired.

“It seemed like five min-
utes underwater,” said
Cherry of  those final sec-
onds of  regulation that
could have sent his team
home. “It’s just a long, long
time. They had a great look
at it there at the end and
then an offensive rebound.
Winning games in the tour-
nament involves some
luck. I don’t care what any-
body says, you’ve got to be
lucky. …

“We’re very fortunate to
be moving on.”

The game played out as a
defensive chess match.

Hamilton Heights saw
most of  its success when it
used a 1-3-1 full-court press
that helped cause Patriot
turnovers. 

Jay County, meanwhile,
went with a box-and-1 for
most of  the game with
sophomores Sophie Sax-

man (10 rebounds) and Bre-
anna Dirksen trailing Run-
ner, the Huskies’ leading
scorer, everywhere she
went. After scoring 25 in
last season’s sectional title
game and averaging 17.3
this year, she was limited to
seven over the first 28 min-
utes Tuesday before hitting
the final Hamilton Heights
hoop of  regulation and
then scoring all of  its
points in overtime for a
team-high 13. She also led
the Huskies with nine
rebounds.

Jay County had the hot
start, with Schwieterman
hitting four first-quarter 3-
pointers that had the visit-
ing team on the scoreboard
up by seven. The Patriots

made the opening hoop of
the second quarter to go up
17-8 and then were ahead
19-11 before Hamilton
Heights came storming
back. The Huskies tallied
the final dozen points of
the first half, taking a four-
point lead and momentum
into the intermission.

“It was hard, but I knew
we had competitors in that
locker room,” said Comer.
“I knew we wouldn’t quit.”

Hamilton Heights held
the ball early in the third
quarter in an attempt to
pull JCHS out of  the box-
and-1. It eventually worked,
and Runner hit a 3-pointer
from the left wing for a 26-
19 advantage.

A Schwieterman free

throw — she finished with
a game-high 16 points —
finally broke a 10 minute,
15 second scoreless
drought for the Patriots
with 3:47 left in the third
quarter. (They would go
11:45 without a field goal.)
They fought back to take
the lead when Saxman
scored on a second-chance
opportunity with about
3:25 left in the game, only to
have Runner immediately
tie it and then both teams
go scoreless for the rest of
regulation.

“I thought defensively
we did a good enough job to
win,” said Comer. “We just
didn’t make the plays offen-
sively.”

Izzy Rodgers, a Jay
County High School
senior, drives against
Hadleigh Cherry of
eighth-ranked Hamilton
Heights during the first
half of the No. 6
Patriots’ 36-33 overtime
loss Tuesday in the
opening round of the
Class 3A Sectional 24
Tournament at Yorktown.
JCHS finished the
season at 20-4.

Ends ...

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Local schedule
Thursday,

Jay County — Girls swimming hosts
sectional preliminaries – 5:30 p.m.; Boys
basketball tripleheader vs. Southern
Wells – 6 p.m.; Junior high wrestling at
South Adams – 5:30 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Girls basketball vs.

Minster – 6 p.m.; Swimming vs. Coldwa-
ter and Versailles at South Adams – 6
p.m.; Middle school boys basketball in
Midwest Athletic Conference Tourna-
ment – TBA

Friday
Fort Recovery — Boys basketball at

Minster – 6 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Wrestling hosts region-

al – 9 a.m.; Girls swimming hosts sec-
tional finals – 9 a.m.
Fort Recovery — Boys basketball at

Ridgemont  – 6 p.m.; Girls basketball at

Tri-Village – noon; Freshman boys basket-
ball vs. Coldwater – 10 a.m.

TV schedule
Today

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Purdue at Minnesota (BTN)
7:30 p.m. — Soccer: World Cup quali-

fication CONCACAF – Honduras at United
States (FS1)
7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Memphis

Grizzlies at New York Knicks (ESPN)
9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Wisconsin at Illinois (BTN)
9:30 p.m. — NHL hockey: Minnesota

Wild at Chicago Blackhawks (TNT)
10 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Villanova at Marquette (FS1)

Thursday, Feb. 3
6 p.m. — Men’s college basketball: St.

John’s at Georgetown (FS1)
6 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:

Maryland at Michigan State (BTN)

Sports on tap
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Girls swimming sectional
prelims set for 5:30 p.m.
Thursday at Jay County

Visit thecr.com for the
latest breaking news and
to view photo galleries

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

YORKTOWN — As the final 3-
point try that could have forced
a second overtime bounced off
the rim, Madison Dirksen’s
hands went to the back of  her
head. Other Patriots’ hands
went to their hips.

Dejected.
When they

emerged from
the locker room
about 15 min-
utes later, faces
were tear-
streaked.

For the sec-
ond straight
year, they had
their hearts bro-
ken at the hands
of  the Huskies.

Jay County
High School’s
Class 3A No. 6 girls basketball
team missed three potential
game-winning shots in the final
five seconds of  regulation.
Then two potential game-tying
3-pointers in the final 10 sec-
onds of  overtime were off  the
mark as well Tuesday as the
Patriots lost 36-33 in overtime to
eighth-ranked Hamilton
Heights in the opening game of
the Sectional 24 tournament at
Yorktown.

“What a game,” said JCHS
coach Kirk Comer, whose voice
was quavering. “Both teams
battled as hard as they could
and it came down to just a play
or two. They were able to make
them down the stretch when we
weren’t, so they’re moving on
and we’re not.”

The Huskies (16-5), who
fought back from a nine-point
deficit in the first half, advance
to Friday’s semifinal against
Delta (3-18). The championship
game is at 7:30 p.m. Saturday.

They are now heavily favored
to repeat as sectional champi-
ons, having blasted Delta 57-19
during the regular season. The
Sagarin Ratings list them as at
least 20-point favorites over
potential championship oppo-
nents Yorktown and New Cas-
tle.

“I genuinely feel bad for
coach Comer,” said Hamilton
Heights coach Keegan Cherry
after his squad eliminated the
Patriots for the second consecu-
tive season. “He is one of  the
good guys. … I know this is one
that they wanted tonight and I
hurt for him because he’s one
of  the good ones and he’s a
tremendous coach and that’s a
great basketball team.”

Jay County (20-4) found itself
in a situation similar to last
season. Trailing by one in over-
time, they had the ball with 20
seconds left and the chance to
take a lead.

Like last season, they turned
it over.

The result was two Camryn
Runner free throws that
pushed the Hamilton Heights
advantage to three points and
put the Patriots’ in a much
more difficult position. They
still had two opportunities at
the end to force double over-
time, but Izzy Rodgers’ 3-point-
er from the right wing was off
the mark. 

See Ends page 7

Husky heartbreaker

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School senior Madison Dirksen puts up a 3-
pointer during the second half Tuesday. She recorded seven points,
five rebounds and a block in the final game of her career.

Hamilton Heights
ends Patriots' season

in OT thriller

33

36

By ROB MAADDI 
AP Pro Football Writer

TAMPA, Fla. —
Tom Brady walked
away from the NFL
on his own terms,
still at the top of  his
game.

Brady, the most suc-
cessful quarterback
in league history and
one of  the greatest
champions in profes-
sional sports, has
retired after winning
seven Super Bowls
and setting numerous
passing records in an
unprecedented 22-
year career.

“This is difficult for
me to write, but here
it goes: I am not going
to make that competi-
tive commitment any-
more,” Brady wrote
in a lengthy post on
Instagram. “I have
loved my NFL career,
and now it is time to
focus my time and
energy on other
things that require
my attention.”

Brady, 44, has long
stated his desire to
spend more time with
his wife, supermodel
Gisele Bundchen, and
three children despite
his unique ability to
perform exceptional-
ly well at an age when
most athletes are way
past their prime. 

“Right now, it’s best
I leave the field of
play to the next gener-
ation of  dedicated
and committed ath-
letes,” Brady said.

Bucs’
Brady
retires


