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Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  59 degrees Tuesday.
The low was 32.

The forecast calls for a low of
24 tonight with a slight chance
of  snow showers after mid-
night. Thursday’s high will be
33 with snow expected in the

afternoon and winds gusting to
20 miles per hour. 

More snow is in the forecast
for Thursday night, with a total
of  1 to 4 inches of  accumulation
possible.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Dunkirk Mayor Jack Rob-
bins announced last week that
his State of  the City address
will be at 6 p.m. March 22 at
West Jay Community Center.
Robbins will speak along with
the heads of  each of  the city’s
departments.

Thursday — An update on
the coronavirus pandemic in
Jay County.

Saturday — Results from
the JCHS boys basketball
team’s game at Bellmont.

Weather In review Coming up
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The city’s trash policies
may be changing.

Portland City Council
passed an update to its
trash ordinance that
would incorporate the use
of  96-gallon trash totes. In
order to go into effect, the
ordinance would need to
pass again on second
reading at its next meet-
ing.

Portland Board of
Works in January
approved the purchase of
96-gallon trash totes for
each residence, citing
ease of  pick-up, safety and
other improvements with
the new system. The city’s
current trash trucks are
already equipped to pick
up totes, he said it would
make the process safer
and more efficient. Rather
than picking up trash
bags or trying to pull out
bags that have been
stuffed into trash cans,
workers would instead
wheel the totes to the rear
of  the truck. The truck
would then pick up and
empty totes automatically.

Residents would put
both trash and recyclables
into the totes, with the
recyclable items still sepa-
rated into their green
bags.

The updated ordinance
would require residents to
get a permit from city hall
— at a cost of  $10 to 1 — to
have large items that do
not fit in the totes such as
furniture or mattresses to
be picked up. (Fees are set
at $10 for a chair and $15
for a mattress.) Also, the
city would accept large
items free of  charge at the
street department build-
ing once a quarter. (Appli-
ances would still be
picked up free of  charge.)

Council members
brought up a variety of
questions about the
changes, including what
would be done if  a tote is
lost or stolen, details
about the pick up of  large
items and how yard debris
will be collected. Council
member Don Gillespie
advocated for a meeting to
be held in order to get
feedback from the public.

See Change page 5

Trash
change
passes
on 1st
reading

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Nearly two years after the coro-
navirus pandemic delayed a local
musical, the cast is finally taking
it to the stage.

Jay County Civic Theatre will
be performing “The 25th Annual
Putnam County Spelling Bee”
this week. Showtimes are set for
7 p.m. Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday, and 2 p.m. Sunday at the
Jay County Campus of  Arts
Place.

The current production origi-
nally scheduled for April 2020
was postponed in response to the
ongoing pandemic. Civic theatre
returned after two years away
from the stage with a Christmas
show — “Elf: The Musical,”
which ran Dec. 7 through Dec. 12.

The cast of  “The 25th Annual
Putnam County Spelling Bee” is
now ready to finish what it start-

ed about 22 months ago, said
director Joseph Bailey.

“(We’re) ready to get it on the
stage and go into it,” he said.

Even after the long delay, the
pandemic still impacted civic
theatre. During practices in Jan-
uary, Bailey noted, several cast
members came down with coron-
avirus.

Those who were out are now
back and eager to perform.

“(Cast members) always come
in with great attitudes, they’ve
been working really hard on this

show and I know they’re really
excited to perform it,” said Bai-
ley.

“The 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee” is about a
group of  elementary and middle
school students competing in the
county spelling bee, explained
Bailey. One by one, students are
eliminated from the match until
it comes down to two contestants.

“It’s a struggle to see who’s
going to spell the word wrong
first,” he said.

See Finally page 5

Finally, a ‘Spelling Bee’

By TOM DAVIES
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Officials at
Indiana’s largest hospital system
said Tuesday that its hospitals
have weathered the worst of  the
latest COVID-19 surge although
they are still treating hundreds
of  patients with the illness.

The update from IU Health offi-
cials came as Indiana has seen
steep declines in the past month
in COVID-19 deaths, hospitaliza-
tions and new infections from the

surge brought on by the delta and
omicron variants.

The total patient counts have
improved enough that a U.S.
Navy team left IU Health
Methodist Hospital in Indianapo-
lis on Tuesday, two months after
the 23-member team arrived
there to help staffers exhausted
from the surge in COVID-19
patients.

IU Health chief  clinical officer
Dr. Chris Weaver said the sys-
tem’s 16 hospitals across the state

now have about 250 COVID-19
patients after peaking at more
than 600 last month.

The total COVID-19 patients at
all Indiana hospitals has dropped
to about 1,100 people, down about
two-thirds from mid-January,
according to state health depart-
ment tracking. Indiana’s rate of
COVID-19 deaths is now about 30
a day, down from about 75 a day
about a month ago.

IU Health officials said they
expect hospitals to have high

patient counts for several
months as they treat those
who’ve had surgeries or other
medical care delayed because of
the pandemic.

Those patients are keeping
hospitals “extremely busy,” said
Dr. Mark Luetkemeyer, chief
medical officer of  IU Health’s
Adult Academic Health Center.

“We’re not stretched to the
point that we were in January,”
Luetkemyer said. “That wasn’t
sustainable for us.”

Hospitals less stressed as surge passes
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Swarming Vormohr
Luke Vormohr of the Jay County High School boys basketball team is swarmed by teammates Wesley Bihn (32),

Brady Davis and Blake Bogenschutz (right) at the conclusion of Tuesday’s 83-46 victory over the visiting Winchester Golden
Falcons. Vormohr, who has Down syndrome, started the game and made a layup, then retured to the court in the final minute
to hit a pair of 3-pointers. For more on the game, see page 8.

JCCT production hits stage
this week after a two-year wait

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

McKenna Vore, right, and Matt Lingo line up during
a rehearsal of Jay County Civic Theatre’s “The 25th Annual
Putnam County Spelling Bee” performance. The show
originally scheduled for April 2020 was postponed because of
the COVID-19 pandemic. Tickets are on sale now for the
performance, which has shows scheduled for 7 p.m. Thursday
through Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday.



Judge Brian
Hutchison
Fined and sentenced

Chelsea L. Crossland, 26,
1237 N. U.S. 27 Lot 39, Port-
land, pleaded guilty to
invasion of  privacy, a
Class A misdemeanor —
She was sentenced to six
months in Jay County Jail
with all but four days sus-
pended and given four
days credit for time
served. Crossland was
placed on probation, fined
$1 and assessed $185 in
court costs.

Scott C. Miller, 45, 502 N.
Grand St., Portland, plead-
ed guilty to operating a
vehicle while intoxicated,
a Class C misdemeanor —
He was sentenced to 60
days in Jay County Jail
with 58 days suspended
and given two days credit
for time served. Miller was
placed on probation for six
months, imposed a $1 fine,
assessed $185.50 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug and alcohol
countermeasures fee. As
part of  his plea agreement,
a Class A misdemeanor for
operating a vehicle with a
blood alcohol level equiva-
lent to 0.15% or more was
dismissed.

Cases dismissed
Indiana v. Kenneth L.

Ausland, Level 6 felony
Indiana v. Aaron J. Her-

bert, Level 6 felony
Indiana v. Rita K.

Micheau, Level 2 felony
Indiana v. Robert J.

Micheau, Level 2 felony
Indiana v. Justin D. Eal,

Level 5 felony
Indiana v. Curtis W.

Mock, Level 6 felony

Dissolutions
Kylie Armstrong, Port-

land, and James Arm-
strong, Bryant

Victoria Towell, Bryant,
and Travis Towell, Port-
land

Ashton Mangas, Redkey,
and Robert Curtis, Berne

Walter R.S. Smith, Port-
land, and Michelle L.
Smith, Tiffin, Ohio

Rachel D. Reff, Portland,
and Lucas D. Bost, Port-
land

Casey Cline, Portland,
and Misty George-Cline,
Geneva

Amanda Stant, Portland,
and Thomas Stant, Mont-
pelier

Davene Baynes, Pen-
nville, and Bradley Steen,
Berne

Aaron Wilhelm and
JoeAnn Wilhelm

Christina Bilderback,
Bryant, and James Starr,
Hartford City

`
Cases filed

Jason M. Kable v. Bar-
netts Auto Parts, civil col-
lection

Nicci Littler v. Jason
Bemis, civil tort

Indiana v. Brianna D.
Newton, Level 2 felony

Indiana v. Kamron W.
Petty, Level 2 felony

Crossroads Financial
Federal Credit Union v.
Brittany Somers-Mead-
ows, civil collection

Indiana v. Kip A. Haffn-
er, Level 3 felony

Indiana v. Jose E. Lima
Del Cid, Level 4 felony

Indiana v. James L.
Mosley, Level 5 felony

Indiana v. Zachary B.
Combs, Level 5 felony

Indiana v. Roger R. Ober-
lin, Level 6 felony

Indiana v. Amber L.
Oberlin, Level 6 felony

Indiana v. April R. Sny-
der, Level 3 felony

Indiana v. Johnny R.
Morgan, Level 4 felony

See page 5
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Cheeseman Transport in Ft. Recovery is hiring: 

LOCAL HOME DAILY 
CLASS A CDL DRIVERS

-Variety of positions available -Flexible schedules
- 4 or 5 days per week positions - NO weekends

- Full Time
- Avg $1,450+ per week

�

Make Cheeseman Transport your last stop!

Apply now at Cheeseman.com/careers
or call 800-762-5793 today

SERVICES
Thursday

May, Rosemary: 10:30 a.m.,
St. Paul Catholic Church, 517
Meiring Road, Fort Recovery.

Harshman, 10:30 a.m.,
Thoma/Rich, Lemler Funeral
Home, 308 W. Washington St.,
Bluffton.

Bailey, Vernia: noon, Green
Park Cemetery, Portland.

Sunday
Fiely, Joseph: 3 p.m., The

Metro, 3730 N. Clark St., Chica-
go.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

Drugs
Two Portland residents were

arrested Monday on drug-relat-
ed charges.

Nancy J. LeMaster, 57, 425 S.
Meridian St., Portland, was pre-
liminarily charged with a Level
2 felony for dealing metham-
phetamine, a Level 4 felony for
possession of  methampheta-
mine, a Level 6 felony for main-
taining a common nuisance, a
Class B misdemeanor for pos-
session of  marijuana and a

Class C misdemeanor for pos-
session of  paraphernalia. She’s
being held on a $53,000 bond in
Jay County Jail.

Paul M. LeMaster, 67, 425 S.
Meridian St., Portland, was pre-
liminarily charged with a Level
6 felony for maintaining a com-
mon nuisance, a Level 6 felony
for possession of  methamphet-
amine, a Level 6 felony for
unlawful possession of  a
syringe and a Class C misde-
meanor for possession of  mari-

juana. He was released on a
$4,500 bond from Jay County
Jail.

Theft
A Portland woman was

arrested Monday for theft.
Carol Vanalst, 57, 120 N. Com-

merce St., was preliminarily
charged with a Level 6 felony
for theft, along with two Class
A misdemeanors for public
intoxication and resisting law
enforcement.

She’s being held on a $4,500
bond in Jay County Jail.

Failed to appear
A Dunkirk woman was arrest-

ed Tuesday for failing to appear
in court.

Rebecca L. Keener, 47, has two
original Level 6 felony charges
for possession of  methampheta-
mine and possession of  a legend
drug, along with a Class B mis-
demeanor for possession of  mar-
ijuana and a Class C misde-

meanor for driving with a sus-
pended license.

She’s being held in Jay County
Jail without bond.

Drunk driving
A rural Portland man was

arrested this morning for operat-
ing a vehicle while intoxicated.

Chad D. Carpenter, 43, 129 W.
300 North, was preliminarily
charged with a Level 6 felony. 

He’s being held on a $3,000 bond
in Jay County Jail.

Pet of
the week

Bear, a mastiff that
is neutered and
vaccinated, is
available for adoption
from Jay County
Humane Society. He
can be adopted for
$100 from Jay County
Humane Society, 1313
Shadeland Ave.,
Portland. The shelter
can be reached at
(260) 726-6339.

Felony arrests

Photo provided

Circuit Court

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................6.84
March corn ..............6.85
Wheat ......................8.37

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................6.88
March corn ..............6.89
April corn ................6.90

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................6.78
March corn ..............6.78
Beans ......................16.53
March beans ..........16.53

Wheat ...................... 8.48
March wheat .......... 8.48

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................6.73
March corn ..............6.73
Beans ......................16.54
March beans ..........16.56
Wheat ...................... 8.59

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.82
March corn ..............6.82
Beans ......................16.41
March beans ..........16.41
Wheat ......................8.32

Lotteries

On Feb. 23, 1954, the
first mass inoculation of
schoolchildren against
polio using the Salk vac-
cine began in Pittsburgh
as some 5,000 students
were vaccinated.

In 1685, composer
George Frideric Handel
was born in present-day
Germany.

In 1822, Boston was
granted a charter to
incorporate as a city.

In 1836, the siege of
the Alamo began in San
Antonio, Texas.

In 1861, President-
elect Abraham Lincoln
arrived secretly in Wash-
ington to take office, fol-
lowing word of  a possible
assassination plot in Bal-
timore.

In 1903, President
Theodore Roosevelt
signed an agreement
with Cuba to lease the
area around Guan-
tanamo Bay to the United
States.

In 1942, the first
shelling of  the U.S. main-
land during World War II
occurred as a Japanese

submarine fired on an oil
refinery near Santa Bar-
bara, California, causing
little damage.

In 1945, during World
War II, U.S. Marines on
Iwo Jima captured
Mount Suribachi, where
they raised two Ameri-
can flags (the second flag-
raising was captured in
the iconic Associated
Press photograph.)

In 1998, 42 people were
killed, some 2,600 homes
and businesses damaged
or destroyed, by torna-
does in central Florida.

In 2011, in a major pol-
icy reversal, the Obama
administration said it
would no longer defend
the constitutionality of
the Defense of  Marriage
Act, a federal law ban-
ning recognition of
same-sex marriage.

In 2012, the Jay Coun-
ty High School boys bas-
ketball team set a new
regular-season record
with its 17th victory by
topping the Bellmont
Braves 49-24.

—AP and The CR

CR almanac

33/24 29/14 31/22 35/13 31/18
Snow is

likely Thursday
after 1 p.m.
with a 70%
chance. Wind
gusts may
reach as high
as 20 mph.

Monday’s
forecast
includes
sunny skies
with a high
around 31.

Another
day of mostly
sunny skies
is on the hori-
zon for Sun-
day. The low
may dip to
13.

There’s a
chance of snow
before 1 p.m.
Otherwise,
mostly cloudym
with a low
around 14.

Mostly
sunny skies
are expected
Saturday, with
a high near
31.

Thursday
2/24

Friday
2/25

Saturday
2/26

Sunday
2/27

Monday
2/28

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $45

million

Mega Millions
6-17-22-57-62
Mega Ball: 3
Megaplier: 3
Estimated jackpot: $87

million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 0-8-1
Daily Four: 8-3-1-2
Quick Draw: 2-3-4-6-11-

14-19-20-29-34-36-39-41-53-
55-63-65-72-73-76

Evening
Daily Three: 1-1-4
Daily Four: 9-6-1-2

Quick Draw: 2-5-14-17-
18-20-21-29-35-37-51-52-60-
63-64-66-68-69-72-73

Cash 5: 2-7-10-27-30
Estimated jackpot:

$146,500

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 7-8-0
Pick 4: 0-1-0-9
Pick 5: 1-5-0-6-5
Evening
Pick 3: 1-1-4
Pick 4: 9-4-6-8
Pick 5: 3-7-7-4-4
Rolling Cash: 11-17-20-

31-36
Estimated jackpot:

$153,000

Today
5 p.m. — Dunkirk

Park Board, city build-
ing, 131 S. Main St.

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, com-

missioners’ room,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
EUCHRE CLUB — Will

meet at 2 p.m. the fourth
Wednesday of  each month
at Chalet Village Health
and Rehabilitation in the
North Lounge.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-

mation, call (260) 726-
8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

STRESS AND ANXIETY
CLASS — Meets each
Wednesday at 2nd Chance
at Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 726-9625 or (260) 703-
0534.

Thursday
LAWYERS NON-

BELIEVER CREDITS
WORK, NOT ‘BLESS-
INGS,’ FOR SUCCESS

IN LIBRARIES — Free
and confidential consulta-
tions with a lawyer are
available from 10 a.m. to
noon at Jay County Public
Library, 315 N. Ship St.,
Portland. Consulting is
available on topics includ-
ing divorce, custody,
guardianship, tenant-land-
lord issues, bankruptcy,
debt collection, estates and
immigration. Those inter-
ested in participating
should sign up in advance
at the library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.

PTSD SUPPORT GROUP
— Meets at 6 p.m. every
Thursday at the Portland
American Legion Post, 211
W. Walnut St., Portland.

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Thursday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. upstairs at True
Value Hardware, Meridi-
an Street, Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 729-2532.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-

fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

BRYANT AREA COM-
MUNITY CENTER —
Walking from 9 to 10 a.m.
every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE –– Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.

DEAR ABBY: I was married for 10
years before I found out my ex was
living a double life — other women,
children, etc. We divorced, and after-
ward, I provided the best possible
life for our three children. 

My ex was the typical deadbeat
dad — never there for his children.
Twelve years later, my children are
adults, and he has decided to show
up and start a relationship with
them. Anytime they have mile-
stones with church, college, jobs,
weddings, etc., he is there. 

I have stepped back and let them
decide what kind of  relationship
they want with him. Even worse,
my ex has also rekindled his rela-
tionship with my parents and sib-
lings. He’s turning my family
against me, although we have both
remarried. When I try to talk to
them about it, they say, “I’m sorry
you feel that way,” “He’s changed,”
“Why can’t you forgive him?” 

Abby, my ex stole his business
partner’s money to live his double
life. If  he has “changed,” why is he
once again trying to turn my family
against me? What do I do? Must I
divorce myself  from my parents and
siblings? — NEVER RID OF HIM

DEAR NEVER RID: A man who
lives a double life, neglects his
responsibilities as a parent and
steals from his business partner
without trying to make amends

to ALL of  them doesn’t appear to
have “changed.” Your children,
parents and siblings have “cho-
sen” to forgive and welcome him
back into the fold regardless of
how it affects you. (He must be
one heck of  a salesman.) 

It’s time to look into your
heart and decide how much of
this togetherness (!) you can tol-
erate. Some discussions with a
licensed mental health profes-
sional could be helpful in this
regard. If, after that, you con-
clude that less contact with your
parents and siblings under these
circumstances would be healthi-
er for you, then do what is best
for yourself. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My stepson is being

released from prison after assault-
ing his 9-year-old stepdaughter in
my home. He plans on living here
with us, with his dad’s blessing. A
few years ago, I was sexually
assaulted, and I still suffer from

PTSD because of  it. It’s getting
worse as the release date approach-
es. 

My stepson has problems with
drugs and alcohol as well as anger
issues. He expects us to pay for
whatever he wants. We have spent a
third of  our retirement money on
his legal expenses, and there are no
plans for him to pay us back. He has
mistreated my dog several times,
and I do not trust him. 

Am I wrong for not wanting him
in my home? My husband has
turned a deaf  ear to my concerns. I
guess blood is thicker than water. —
DREADING IT IN THE WEST

DEAR DREADING IT: Trust
your instincts. Because your hus-
band has chosen to ignore your
concerns about his son living
with you, the time has come for
you to take care of  yourself. Con-
sult an attorney about protecting
whatever assets you still have
before they are completely
depleted, take your dog and get
out of  there NOW. Believe me,
you have my sympathy.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abigail

Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.

By KWAME DAWES
It is not entirely clear

what has arrived, here in
this poem “PSALM FOR
ARRIVAL”. What is clear,
is the familiar sense that
sometimes, after a long
effort, we are able to “find
sounds/ for words”—to
articulate, the difficult
stuff  of  memory. And per-
haps this is what has
arrived, the voicing of  the
difficult things. In the end,
however, Khaled Mattawa

finds no great relief  in
speaking these words.
Somehow the deadening
effects of  memory can be
persistent, despite our
necessary efforts to dis-
avow “old sentiments”.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Even our Adjustable Bed
has a Flippable Mattress
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years
over 70 

Muncie for 
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years

765-747-8103
www.holderbedding.net

800.424.2324 
halderman.com

Auctioneer: Russell D. Harmeyer IN Auct. Lic. #AU10000277, HRES IN Auct.  
Lic. #AC69200019, FARM: Susan M. Harrison, LLC, HLS#RAJ-12756

PROPERTY LOCATION: 10 miles south of Bluffton, IN
Tract 1: NW corner of 1000 S and SR 1
Tracts 2 and 3: NE corner of 1100 S and SR 1

total 
acres148.08+/- 

ONLINE at halderman.com

Rick Johnloz: 260.827.8181 

A UCTIONAUCTIONA UCTION
March 2nd,  8:00 am - 6:00 pm ET

QUALITY FARMLAND  
Wells Co, Nottingham Twp

3 TRACTS

Dear
Abby

Community Calendar

Series continues next week

Ex-husband’s return is unwelcome

Voicing memory
can be difficult

American
Life in Poetry

PSALM FOR ARRIVAL
By Khaled Mattawa 

When we find the sounds 
for words we need, their death 
rattle begins to echo in our throats. 

Memory creeps up on old sentiments, 
finds them lurking like blind fish 
in the twilight of  our blood. 

Dead and living on—ancient prophecies 
or frozen microbes—something we disavow 
continues to feed on us.

American Life in Poetry
is made possible by The
Poetry Foundation
(www.poetryfoundation.or
g), publisher of  Poetry
magazine. It is also sup-
ported by the Department
of  English at the Universi-
ty of  Nebraska-Lincoln.
Poem copyright ©2020 by
Khaled Mattawa,
“PSALM FOR ARRIVAL”
from Fugitive Atlas (Grey-

wolf Press, 2020.) Poem
reprinted by permission of
the author and the pub-
lisher. Introduction copy-
right ©2022 by The Poetry
Foundation. The introduc-
tion’s author, Kwame
Dawes, is George W.
Holmes Professor of  Eng-
lish and Glenna Luschei
Editor of  Prairie Schooner
at the University of
Nebraska.

Another installment
of  the senior learning
series kicks off  next
week.

A presentation about
the “History of  the Ball
Jar” is scheduled for
noon March 3 at John
Jay Center for Learning.
Speakers from Min-
netrista will share the
history behind the
famous glass contain-
ers.

Prior to the presenta-
tion, a lunch will be
served at 11:30 a.m.
Reservations for the
lunch must be made in
advance.

For more information,
call John Jay at (260) 729-
5525.

Classes offered
Free adult education

classes are available.
John Jay Center for

Learning is offering free
classes for adults to
receive a High School
Equivalency diploma.
The state has also sup-
plied funding to help stu-
dents pay for their final
High School Equivalen-
cy Test in 2022.

Classes are available
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.

and 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, and from 4:30 p.m.
to 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays.

For more information,
call (260) 729-5525.

Deadline extended
The deadline has been

extended for Hoosier
Homestead farmers to
submit their farm histo-
ry for publication.

Material for “Hoosier
Homestead Farms,” a
book celebrating nearly
6,000 Indiana farms, is
now due by March 30.
Any farmer with a
Hoosier Homestead
Award can submit up to
300 words about their
farm history, along with

a photo of  the farm, fam-
ily, farm sign or any-
thing else of  signifi-
cance.

Information requested
includes the year your
farm started, how many
generations have
worked or owned it,
types of  crops grown,
places your crops are
sold and the year your
farm was inducted as a
Hoosier Homestead
Farm. The publisher’s
website at acclaim-
press.com has a page for
farmers to fill out their
history.

Copies of  the book can
be purchased on the
website or by calling
(573) 472-9800.

Taking
Note
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By JACK RONALD
The News and Sun

Cora now has a place on my
wrist.

A couple of  years ago, my
wife gave me a wonderful
Father’s Day present.

It was a leather bracelet with
four silver-colored metal bands
on it. The bands were about the
size used when banding a bird
for identification. Each band
bore the name of  a grandchild:
Julian, Johanna, Gabriel and
Beatrice.

I thought it was marvelous.
But I was brought down to
earth when my old buddy Ron
Cole suggested that the
bracelet’s purpose was to help
me remember their names as I
move with frightening speed
into my dotage. He had a point.

The only real problem was
the clasp. I had trouble getting
the thing on and off  and need-
ed Connie’s help.

After a few months, I decided
to just wear the thing 24/7, in
the shower, while asleep, or
swimming in the lake in the
summertime.

That worked fine until two
things happened.

The first was that the leather
started to shrink. At my age, I

knew my wrist wasn’t grow-
ing. But the bracelet began to
get tighter and tighter. It was-
n’t yet uncomfortable, but it
was heading in that direction.

The second was — in October
— the arrival of  another
grandchild, Sally’s second
daughter Cora.

And so the hinting began.
You know, I would say, I’m

going to need another one of
those metal bands on my
bracelet so Cora isn’t left out.

You know, I’d say, the leather
has shrunk and the bracelet’s
too tight. It could be time for a
new one.

You know, I’d say, I’ve got a
birthday coming up in Novem-
ber.

My wife would roll her eyes,
muttering something like I-

know-I-know-I-know under her
breath.

My birthday passed. Wonder-
ful gifts.

But no bracelet.
I figured that had been recti-

fied when, a few weeks before
Christmas, the UPS guy
dropped off  a small package
that seemed to be just the right
size.

I can’t remember what was
in that box on Christmas
morning, but it wasn’t a grand-
kid-name bracelet.

More hinting followed, even
though it was unseemly so
soon after the holidays.

More eye-rolling also fol-
lowed on my wife’s part. The
message had been delivered, so
it was time for me to shut up
about it.

Finally, just about the time I
had resigned myself  to waiting
until Father’s Day, there was a
box at my place at the kitchen
table on Valentine’s.

And it was perfect.
The metal bands are shinier,

but they will dull over time.
And the leather is a better fit
for my wrist.

Best of  all, every grandchild
is represented.

Connie, for her part, put my
old bracelet on. It fits her bet-
ter than it fit me. She’s going to
have an additional band made
with Cora’s name on it.

That way, as we continue to
move into what used to be
referred to as our Golden
Years, both of  us will have
reminders at hand of  all the
grandkids’ names.

Reminder is always close at hand

The Washington Post 
Faced with creeping

autocracy, Europe’s high-
est court has rendered a
landmark ruling, along
with a warning, intended
mainly for Hungary and
Poland: By flouting demo-
cratic norms, your
economies might face a
massive and potentially
crippling loss of  subsidies
from your European part-
ners.

Now that the European
Court of  Justice has hand-
ed down its decision, the
question is whether the
European Commission
will use its new power to
penalize the organiza-
tion’s miscreant members
that thumb their noses at
the organization’s core
values: fair elections, judi-
cial independence, human
rights and freedom of
expression.

It should. If  the com-
mission fails to act, hav-
ing now been empowered
by the court to do so, it
will signal that it intends
to continue supporting
democracy’s subversion
by Hungarian Prime Min-
ister Viktor Orban and, to
a lesser extent, the nation-
alist government in
Poland.

At stake are tens of  bil-
lions of  dollars in aid,
major leverage that, until
now, leaders of  Europe’s
major countries, acting
through the commission,
have been reluctant to use
against Hungary and
Poland, among the poor-
est of  the E.U.’s 27 mem-
ber states. As those lead-
ers have dithered, the gov-
ernments in Hungary and
Poland have shown their
contempt for the princi-
ples, including rule of  law,
that define the European
Union and the continent’s
postwar order.

The autocratic Orban
presents the clearest
threat. He has earned his
status as a pariah in
Europe by twisting voting
rules to favor his own
chances in upcoming elec-
tions; harassing and spy-
ing on enterprising jour-
nalists; and bullying once-
independent media out-
lets and universities. His
government has tinkered
with procurement rules,
prompting concerns that
E.U. funds are being dis-
bursed corruptly to bene-
fit his friends and allies.

In Poland, the No. 1
recipient of  E.U. funding,
officials denounced the
ruling, but they have
brought it on themselves.
The government has
made a mockery of  judi-
cial independence by
threatening and disciplin-

ing judges who fail to do
its bidding. It, too, has
damaged freedom of
expression, turning state
media into propaganda
outlets and pressuring
independent newspapers
and television channels.
Though the government
has recently edged toward
concessions to Brussels,
they remain inadequate.

With its ruling, the
court has handed a power-
ful stick to the commis-
sion, which acts as the
E.U.’s executive arm. Hun-
gary, a country of  fewer
than 10 million people, is
eligible in the E.U.’s. cur-
rent budget period, which
ends in 2027, for more
than the $45 billion it
received in the most
recent five-year budget.
Poland, with a population
of  38 million, received a
staggering $118 billion in
the most recent budget
and is in line for more
now.

The ruling sends a loud
message to Hungarians.
They will vote in national
elections April 3 that rep-
resent the greatest threat
in years to Orban, who
faces a stiff  challenge
from a six-party coalition.
Hungarians are heavily
pro-European; their coun-
try’s good standing in the
E.U., and its economic
prospects, are now in
question as never before.

If  the commission
starts the process to with-
hold funding before the
elections, Orban will sure-
ly accuse the E.U. of  med-
dling in Hungary’s inter-
nal affairs. Yet, if  it drags
its feet, that might be
taken as further evidence
of  the E.U.’s long run of
unwarranted tolerance
for Orban’s defiance. That
would be a poor signal.

EU can get tough
with its members

By JOHN GREEN
Special To The Washington Post

Here is what I want you to know
about Paul Farmer: He simply did not
accept the idea that inequality of
health-care access is natural or
inevitable. Because of  his belief, and
because of  the nonprofit health
organization Partners in Health that
he co-founded, millions of  people in
some of  the poorest nations on Earth
are alive today.

News came on Monday of  his sud-
den death, at age 62, in Rwanda. Paul
was a father and a husband and a
friend and a mentor to countless peo-
ple. I was among them, and am devas-
tated by his loss.

I don’t really believe in heroizing
individuals, but Paul was, for me and
for many, a hero. As a medical anthro-
pologist and physician, he was deeply
committed to the belief  that all
human lives had dignity and that
every person deserves access to high-
quality health care. He lived this
belief  for his entire career.

As a clinician, he often walked
miles to make house calls to ill
patients; as an advocate, he worked
tirelessly to expand health-care
access; and as an author, he wrote
many invaluable books.

In 1999′s “Infections and Inequali-
ties: The Modern Plagues,” he
explored how poverty drives infec-
tious disease and ill health, especially
multi-drug-resistant tuberculosis, or
MDRTB, and HIV. “Opposition to the
aggressive treatment of  MDRTB in
developing countries may be justified
as ‘sensible’ or ‘pragmatic,’” he
wrote, “but as a policy it is tanta-
mount to the different valuation of
human life, for those who advocate
such a policy . . . would never accept
such a death sentence themselves.”

And by refusing to accept these
“sensible pragmatisms,” Paul helped

save countless lives. In 2001, the head
of  the U.S. Agency for International
Development told Congress that he
opposed efforts to extend antiretrovi-
ral medication access to poor people
around the world. He said such an ini-
tiative to treat HIV would inevitably
fail, because for the treatment to be
effective, the medications must be
taken on a schedule, and that in
impoverished communities, “people
do not know what watches and clocks
are.”

The head of  the United States’
largest health aid organization really
said that. To Congress. But by then,
this despicable lie had already been
exposed. In 1998, Paul and Partners in
Health (PIH) had launched the HIV
Equity Initiative in Haiti, one of  the
world’s first programs to provide
comprehensive care, including anti-
retroviral therapy, to people in impov-
erished communities.

Using a network of  community
health workers, PIH proved that with
adequate support and accompani-
ment, HIV treatment could achieve
outcomes in poor countries similar to
those in rich ones. Today, more than
12,000 people receive HIV treatment
in Haiti through PIH-supported facil-
ities. In Sierra Leone, PIH reports
that the monthly average rate of  HIV
patients returning for ongoing care is
over 99.9 percent.

This is what Paul did his entire
career. Of  course, he was never alone
— partners is built into the name of

Partners in Health and is deeply
embedded in the way Paul worked.
Partnering with hospitals and health
ministries and philanthropists and,
most of  all, with fellow clinicians
working in the communities. Paul
talked a lot, but his genius was listen-
ing — listening to the needs of  his
patients, and the communities where
they lived.

The world said, “A country like
Haiti can never have a world-class
teaching hospital,” and Paul said,
“Yes, it can,” and led the way to found-
ing the University Hospital in Mire-
balais.

The world said, “We must accept a
world where 1 in 17 women die in
childbirth in Sierra Leone,” and Paul
said, “No, we don’t,” and so PIH is
now partnering with that country’s
health ministry to build a world-class
maternal care hospital in Sierra
Leone’s Kono District.

Over and over and over, the world
said that improving struggling
health-care systems is too logistically
complicated, or too expensive, or too
inconvenient. And Paul would
respond: But what if  this was your
mother? Your kid? Your friend? Then
it wouldn’t be too anything.

Today, the global mortality rate for
children under age 5 is the lowest it
has ever been. Health-care systems
are getting stronger even in extreme-
ly poor communities. But profound
health inequities persist, and Paul
Farmer was never satisfied with
progress in a world where such injus-
tice persisted. We shouldn’t be, either.
Instead, we must carry forward his
legacy.

••••••••••
Green is the author of  several books,

including "The Fault in Our Stars"
and "The Anthropocene Reviewed"
and is a longtime supporter of  Part-
ners in Health.

Farmer helped save lives
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Indiana v. Kayla M.

Anderson, Level 4 felony
Portfolio Recovery Asso-

ciates v. Randy Hummel,
civil collection

Indiana v. Parker M.
Squier, Level 6 felony

Indiana v. Nikki E. Leese,
Level 4 felony

Midland Credit Manage-
ment v. Kaitlyn Weekley,
civil collection

Jay County EMS v. Kevin
Franklin, civil collection

Jay County EMS v. Dawn
Ragsdell, civil collection

Indiana v. Noah L.
Cothrum, Level 5 felony

Indiana v. Abigail E.
Weesner, Level 3 felony

Indiana v. Noah L.
Cothrum, Level 3 felony

Indiana v. Nicholas E.
Maxwell, Level 5 felony

Midland Credit Manage-
ment v. Tracey Morgan,
civil collection

Discover Bank v. Jessica
L. Lloyd, civil collection

Lost control
A Winchester teen lost

control of  the vehicle she
was driving on county road
700 South, causing it to go
into a ditch and strike a
culvert about 2:42 p.m.
Monday.

Katy Hampshire, 17, was
driving east on county road
700 South when the 2011
GMC Terrain she was driv-
ing got too close to the edge
of  the road, causing it to go
into a ditch and hit a cul-
vert. (At the time of  the
accident, the dirt road was
muddy and had standing
water, according to a Jay
County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment report.) The vehicle
rolled and came to a rest on
its top.

Hampshire and her pas-
senger, Chance Staton of
Portland, both refused
medical treatment, accord-
ing to the report. The vehi-
cle she was driving is regis-
tered to Max St. Myers of

Winchester, and it was
towed.

Deer hit
Two Portland residents

crashed their vehicles into
animals recently.

Travis J. Osterholt, 25,
was driving east on county
road 400 South just west of
county road 400 East about
3 a.m. Saturday when a
deer ran in front of  his 2015
Chevrolet Malibu. Oster-
holt wasn’t able to avoid the
collision, causing between
$5,000 and $10,000 in esti-
mated damage to his vehi-
cle’s bumper and head-
lights.

Michael R. Wallace, 35,
was driving west on county
road 100 North near the
intersection with county
road 100 East about 7 p.m.
Monday when his 2017 Jeep
Grand Cherokee struck a
deer. Damage is estimated
between $10,000 and
$25,000.

Capsule Reports

Circuit Court

Continued from page 1
On a deeper level, the show also

highlights different characters
and their life struggles.

Jennifer McGraw plays Olive
Ostrovsky, a reserved child who
deals with absent parents. She’s
actively waiting on her father to
arrive during the spelling bee.

“If  you’re really paying atten-
tion during the show, there are

other characters who say things
about Olive’s character that gives
you clues as to a little bit more
about her than what is overtly
said,” McGraw said. “It’s kind of
a sad backstory to the character.”

Matt Lingo, who joined civic
theatre to spend time with his
daughter, Lina, performs as Leaf
Coneybear. This is Lingo’s third
show, having previously per-

formed in “Christmas Kaleido-
scope” and “Elf: The Musical.” He
explained his character is a
homeschooled child who placed
third in his local spelling bee and,
through a series of  circum-
stances, qualified for the finals.

“(He’s) really a free-spirited,
aloof, goofy character, completely
opposite of  what I am,” Lingo
said. “It’s a lot of  fun when you go

out there and play the middle
school aged kids.”

Another aspect of  the show
also allows audience members to
volunteer themselves in the
spelling bee and join the cast on
stage.

Tickets can be purchased at
bit.ly/JCCTSpellingBee2022, by
visiting Jay County Campus of
Arts Place during regular busi-

ness hours at 131 E. Walnut St.,
Portland, or by calling (260) 726-
4809.

“I just encourage people to
come see the show,” Lingo said.
“It’s a fun, funny show, I’ve sat
here and watched it over and over
and over again, and still, there
are lines and scenes that I can’t
help myself  but laugh.” 

Finally ...

Continued from page 1
“I’m for it in the sense

that I think it’s better for
our workers,” said coun-
cil president Kent
McClung. “But I would
ask that we communicate
with the citizens a little
better as to what we’re
expecting of  them.”

Clerk-treasurer Lori
Phillips noted that the
updated ordinance would
be published in the news-
paper, displayed on the
city’s website and made
available in print at city
hall.

Council eventually
passed the ordinance on
first reading, with
Michele Brewster, Matt
Goldsworthy, Dave Gold-
en, Mike Aker and
McClung in favor. Janet
Powers and Don Gillespie
voted against it.

“I’m voting ‘aye,’ but I
really want us to look at
this again,” said Golden.
“It’s obvious from listen-
ing … that we need to edu-
cate our (residents) …
and as time goes by make
adjustments …”

Portland Mayor John
Boggs also asked that
council contribute all of
the city’s $1.355 million in
federal coronavirus
relief  funds from the
American Rescue Plan
Act toward the city’s
planned Meridian Street
storm sewer project. The
sewer work is focused on
mitigating downtown
flooding by adding a new
storm line running under

Meridian Street from
south of  Race Street to
the Salamonie River. It
would drain water from
that area of  Meridian
Street and allow for cur-
rent pipes, which run to
the Millers Branch line to
the east, to be disconnect-
ed. (The Millers Branch
line has frequently been
overloaded during heavy
rain events, leading to
water backing up onto
Meridian Street.) The
project is designed to
eliminate problems dur-
ing what is referred to as
a “10-year flood.”

Boggs said Tuesday the
full cost of  the project,
with engineering costs
and other contingencies,
is estimated at $2.62 mil-
lion. Thus far, the city
was awarded a $780,450
State Transportation and
Stormwater Grant from
the State Water Infra-
structure Fund for the
project and Portland

Redevelopment Commis-
sion has also committed
$350,000.

Boggs asked that the
American Rescue Plan
Act Funds be used to
cover the remainder of
the cost, with any leftover
reverting back to council.

Council will consider
the issue with plans to
vote at its next meeting.

Also Tuesday:
•Council approved clos-

ing Main Street between
Meridian and Pleasant
streets May 21 for the
Arch Bridge Kroozers car
show and closing a sec-
tion of  Morton Street for
the Tri-State Gas Engine
and Tractor Show from
Aug. 23 through 28.

•Boggs agreed to donate
$675 from the mayor’s
annual golf  outing to The
Journey Home, a non-
profit organization based
in Winchester that helps
provide housing and serv-
ices to veterans. Eldon

Solomon, who attended
the meeting representing
The Journey Home,
requested $5,000 to be
used for its veterans out-
reach programs. Council
members agreed to con-
sider the request and dis-
cuss it at their March 7
meeting.

•Council agreed to rec-
ognize police officer Jeff
Hopkins’ years of  servic-
es with Dunkirk Police
Department. Hopkins
joined the Portland force
in 2019. (The city’s board
of  works had agreed to
recognize the service
time at its last meeting.)

•Boggs reported that
the city plans to apply for
a grant to help with the
removal of  the Bailey
Building on Main Street
on the west side of  the
downtown area. A task
force working on the
removal of  the blighted
structure plans to meet
Friday to discuss options.

Change ...

‘I’m voting ‘aye,’ but I really
want us to look at this again.
It’s obvious from listening …

that we need to educate
our (residents) … and as time
goes by make adjustments …’

—Dave Golden, Portland City Council
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LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-
gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call
Now 833-226-3105
LOOKING TO SELL your
Home? Save time &
money, connect with the
Top Agents in your area
to get more MONEY and
close FASTER! Call 317-
854-9781
NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
SMART HOME Installa-
tions? Geeks on Site will
install your WIFI, Door-
bells, Cameras, Home
Theater Systems &
Gaming Consoles. $20
OFF coupon 42537!
(Restrictions apply) 855-
668-0067
USE HAPPY Jack®
ToneKote® on dogs &
cats to insure a warm
winter coat, prevent
shedding & eliminate
doggy odor. At Tractor
Supply® (www.happy-
jackinc.com)
WESLEY FINANCIAL
Group, LLC - Timeshare
Cancellation Experts -
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational pack-
age and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 

Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

LAND AUCTION
Monday, February 28th,

2022
TIME 5:00 P.M. 

LOCATED:  On 500 E,
just south of 400 S, in
Hartford City (Millgrove)

REAL ESTATE
Land consists of 60

acres located in Section
4 of Jackson Township,
Blackford County, Indi-
ana.  Land is practically
all tillable and buyer will
have possession at clos-
ing.  Drive overs are
welcome dependent

upon the weather.  Auc-
tion will be held on site.
For any questions, con-
tact the auctioneers!
TERMS ON REAL

ESTATE:  CASH WITH
10% NON-REFUND-
ABLE DEPOSIT DAY
OF AUCTION.  BAL-
ANCE DUE AT CLOS-
ING.  SALE NOT SUB-

JECT TO BUYER
OBTAINING FINANC-
ING.  ARRANGE

FINANCING IF NEED-
ED PRIOR TO AUC-
TION.  FINAL SALE

SUBJECT TO OWNER
CONFIRMATION.

OWNER: Rodney K.
Weesner Estate

by Katelyn Weesner
(Executor)

SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE 
AC31800004 

AUCTIONEERS 
Zane Shawver 
AU10500168 
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver  
AU19700040 
260-726-5587 

More Photos available at
www.auctionzip.com &
www.auctionsoft.com 

MARION YOUNG
FARMERS

Consignment Auction
Saturday, March 19th

10:00AM
Mercer Landmark,
Chickasaw, Ohio

Between U.S. Rt. 127 &
New Bremen on St. Rt.

274.
Please consign your
equipment with one of

the following:
Eric Schmitmeyer-419-

852-1142
Todd Bertke-419-230-

1705
Please Call by Feb. 19th
to Assure Advertising.
We will be taking in

equipment Thursday &
Friday before the sale.
No Items Will Be Con-
signed Saturday Morn-

ing.
Sale conducted by: 

Coldwater Auction Serv-
ice 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibition
Hall,  Jay County Fair-
grounds, Portland IN.
Saturday Morning,

FEBRUARY 26, 2022
10:00 A.M.

OLD & COLLECTORS
ITEMS – HOUSEHOLD

GOODS
Oak bookcase secretary;
Oak 4 stack bookcase;
Oak 3 stack bookcase;
Oak 2 stack bookcase;
barber’s chair; smoker’s
stand; dresser with mar-
ble insert and mirror;
pitcher pump lamp; (2)
doctor’s cabinets; fishing
lures; Red Comet glass
ball fire extinguisher with
holder; copper tea pot;
metal airplane; Filling
Station sign; Red Man
Tobacco porcelain sign;
Budweiser round sign;
Redkey advertising cal-
endars to include Appen-
zellers, Hoosier Cleaners
and Devlin Drugs; metal
truck carousel toy; white
porcelain; Kiddie Kar
Classics items; Buffalo
nickels; .177 cal. Cros-
man pellet pistol w/hol-
ster;  and many other

items not listed.
CALLOWAY FAMILY

Loy Auction
AC#31600027 
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons

AU10700085 
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Troy Foust AU1980006 
UPCOMING AUCTIONS
Bricker Auction Compa-
ny 414 N Meridian St.

Portland, IN 
Feb. 19th- CONSIGN-
MENT TACK AUCTION
Live Webcast Auction-

Starts 2:00pm
There will be all kinds of
horse equipment, gates,
tack, hay and much,
much more!  If you
would like to add any

items to this auction you
can call at 260-703-0839
Feb. 26th-SPORTSMAN

AUCTION
Live Webcast Auction-

Starts @ 2pm
We will have several
thousand rounds of

ammo, reloading equip-
ment, guns, fishing gear,
knives, and many more
outdoor items available!.
Previews are held Fri-
days from 12pm-5pm
Download our app

(Bricker Auction Compa-
ny) from your Apple or
Google Play Store to
view our current and
upcoming auction!
Cell: 260-703-0839

Bricker Auction Compa-
ny Chad Bricker-Auc-
tioneer AU11600027 

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.  

110 HELP WANTED

SECURITY OFFICERS
NEEDED IN Berne,
Poartland and Bluffton,
area. PartTime/FullTime,
flexible hours in a
relaxed, clean environ-
ment. You will be watch-
ing cameras and per-
forming rounds. Call
Allen Protection Services
260-747-7700 ext. 107 to
schedule an interview.  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

160 WANTED TO BUY

WANTED TO BUY:
INDIAN Artifact Collec-
tions, Arrowheads, etc.
Call 419-852-6825 ask
for Robin. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes avail-
able. Call 260-726-4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any con-
dition. Running or not. We
tow away. 765-578-0111
or 260-729-2878.
Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

240 MOBILE HOMES

FOR SALE 1997 COM-
MODORE 14x64 Mobile
Home. 2 BR, 2 Bath. Ask-
ing $25,900. Lot 11 Port-
land. MHP LLC. Call 260-
726-3273 between 9am-
2pm.  
FOR SALE 2001
SCHULT 27 X 48 Mobile
Home. 3Br., 2 Bath. Ask-
ing $55,900. Lot 17 Port-
land. MHP LLC. Call 260-
726-3273 between 9am-
2pm. 

STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS 00 CLASSIFIEDS 90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED 200 FOR RENT
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Newspaper Delivery

Comments or Problems?

Call our Circulation

Hotline

260-251-9588
After 5:00 p.m.Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery Deadlines
Tuesday - Friday: 6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St., Portland.

Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Circulation Department Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

Public Notice
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF PROPOSED 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS                      
Notice is hereby given the taxpayers of Jay County, Indiana that
the proper legal officers of Jay County Council at the Jay County
Court House, at 6:00 o'clock p.m., on the 9th day of March, 2022
will consider the following additional appropriations in excess
of the budget for the current year.

Amount Approved
COUNTY GENERAL
1000-008-30-0011 Professional Services $33,750.00
SUPPLEMENTAL PUBLIC DEFENDER
1200-001-30-0046 Miscellaneous Expenses $5,000.00
FIREARM FUND
4906-001-40-0057 Bulletproof Vests $4,881.04
COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS GRANT
8106-001-20-0011 Office Supplies $148.64
COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS GRANT
8107-001-10-0127 Deputy Director $47,824.89
8107-001-10-0048 Executive Director $60,266.15
8107-001-30-0044 Utilities $1,850.00
8107-001-30-0026 Telephone $2,100.00
8107-001-30-0012 Travel & Training $594.80
8107-001-10-0048 PERF $12,106.20
8107-001-10-0049 Health Insurance $13,800.00
8107-001-10-0017 FICA $8,268.96

Total $190,590.68
Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be
heard.  The additional appropriation as finally made will be re-
ferred to the Department of Local Government Finance. The
DLGF will make a written determination as to the sufficiency of
funds to support the appropriations made within fifteen (15)
days of receipt of a certified copy of the action time.

Anna Culy
Jay County Auditor

CR/NS 2-23-2022-HSPAXLP

  Public Notice
Richland Township, Jay County, Indiana

Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2021
Beg. Cash End Cash

Local Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.
Fund Name Jan 1, 2021 Receipts Disbursements Dec 31, 2021

Number
Governmental Activities

1 Federal Revenue Sharing $4,963.66 $0.00 $0.00 $4,963.68
2 Fire Fighting $54,025.61 $16,109.38 $11,500.00 $58,634.99
3 Rainy Day $10,605.24 $0.00 $0.00 $10,605.24
4 Township $83,444.18 $42,896.14 $32,053.67 $94.286.65
5 Township Assistance $155,550.01 $22,301.49 $24,283.57 $153,567.93

GRAND TOTAL $308,588.70 $81,307.01 $67,837.24 $322,058.47
State of Indiana
SS: Jay County
I, David Champ, Trustee of Richland Township, Jay County, Indiana, do solemnly affirm under the
penalty of perjury that the preceding report is complete, true and correct; that the sum with which I
am charged in this report are all of the sums received by me; and that the various items of expenditures
credited have been fully paid in the sums stated; that such payments were made without express or
implied agreement that any portion thereof shall be retained by or repaid to me or any other person.
I further affirm that a complete and detailed annual report, together with all accompanying vouchers
showing the names of persons having been paid money by the township, have been filed as required
by law in the office of the County Auditor, and that copies of such annual report are in custody of the
Township Board and the State Board of Accounts.  Said report is subject to inspection by any taxpayer
of the township.
David Champ, Richland Township Trustee
Telephone: 765-768-1047
Date this report was to be published, 2-23-2022
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, the Chairman of the Township Board of Richland
Township at its annual meeting this 17th day of February, 2022
Robert Ford, Richland Township Board Chairman
This report was received, accepted, and approved by the Township Board at its annual meeting, this
17th  day of February, 2022.
Richland Township Board:
Robert Ford, Joe Lloyd, Gary Glogas
CR 2-23-2022- HSPAXLP
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Public Notice
NOTICE OF CAUCUS TO

FILL VACANCY
(In compliance with Indiana

Code Sec. 3-13)
On Tuesday, March 8, 2022 at
6:00 p.m., a Caucus will be held
at the John Jay Center for
Learning Café, 101 S Meridian
Street, Portland, Indiana, for
the purpose of electing a Jay
County Auditor to fill the resig-
nation of Jay County Auditor
Anna Culy. 
In accordance with the State
law, the chairman of the Cau-
cus will be Jenae E. Horn Blas-
del, Republican Party Chair-
man, and the eligible voters will
be the Precinct Committeeman
in Jay County or designated
Vice Committeeman. Precinct
Committeemen may designate
their Vice Committeeman as
their substitute at the Caucus
by informing the Chairman in
writing no later than 72 hours
prior to the Caucus.
Candidates must file a Declara-
tion of Candidacy with Chair-
man Jenae E. Horn Blasdel no
later than 72 hours prior to the
Caucus in order to be an eligi-
ble candidate.
Jenae E. Horn Blasdel, Chair

Republican Party of Jay
County

1873 W 500 N 
Portland, IN 47371

(260) 251-2439 
CR 2-23-2022 - HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice
The following county operat-
ing claims have been filed
with the Auditors Office and
will be presented to the
Board of Commissioners Jay
County, IN , at the regular
session on February 28, 2022
Alicia Jackson $150.00
Bobby Boyd 

Hatfield Jr $1,500.00
Dilcia Ruth Ruiz $25.00
Jay County Community 

Corrections $20.00
Jessica Morgan $60.00
Laboratory Corp 

Of America $25.50
Matthew Bender And 

Company $371.31
Progressive Office 

Products $299.42
Ricoh Usa $11.61
Ronald May $60.00
Verizon Wireless $30.00
West Publishing Corp$190.00
Witness my hand and seal of
the Board of Commissioners,
Jay County, IN. 
Monday, February 28,2022.

Anna Culy
Jay County Auditor

CR/NS 2-23-2022 HSPAXLP
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Local schedule
Today

Fort Recovery — Boys basketball sec-
tional opening round vs. Parkway at St.
Mary’s Memorial – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday
Jay County — Junior high wrestling

vs. Woodlan – 5:30 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Boys basketball triple-

header at Bellmont – 6 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Gymnastics sectional

at Concordia – 11 a.m.; Junior high
wrestling hosts Jay County Invitational –
9:30 a.m.

Monday
Jay County — Junior high wrestling

vs. Blackford – 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Boys basketball sec-

tional opener vs. New Castle at New Cas-
tle – 6 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Creighton at St. John’s (FS1)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Duke at Virginia (ESPN); Northern Iowa
at Indiana State (BALLY); Rutgers at

Michigan (BTN)
7:30 p.m. — NHL hockey: Edmonton

Oilers at Tampa Bay Lightning (TNT)
8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-

ball: Butler at Seton Hall (FS1)
9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

LSU at Kentucky (ESPN); Wisconsin at
Minnesota (BTN)

10 p.m. — NHL hockey: Los Angeles
Kings at Arizona Coyotes (TNT)

10:30 p.m. — CONCACAF Champions
League Soccer: Deportivo Saprissa vs.
Pumas UNAM (FS1)

Thursday
5:30 p.m. — High school basketball:

Vertical Academy vs. Oak Hill Academy
(ESPN2)

6 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Michigan State at Michigan (BTN)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Temple at Memphis (ESPN2); Maryland
at Indiana (FS1)

7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Boston
Celtics at Brooklyn Nets (TNT)

8 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Iowa at Rutgers (BTN)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Gonzaga at San Francisco (ESPN2); Ohio
State at Illinois (FS1)

9:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: UCLA at Oregon (ESPN

10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Golden
State Warriors at Portland Trail Blazers
(TNT)

11 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
USC at Oregon State (ESPN2)

Sports on tap
Continued from page 8

Scherzer and Cole are on the
union’s eight-man executive subcom-
mittee, which supervises the negotia-
tions. Among others in the union’s
leadership group, the daily price
comes to $172,043 for Francisco Lin-
dor, $134,409 for Marcus Semien,
$75,269 for Zack Britton, $32,258 for
James Paxton and $20,161 for Jason
Castro. Andrew Miller, the other
member, is among the hundreds of
players who remained unsigned
heading into the transaction freeze
that began with the lockout.

Stoppage costs would compound in
future seasons due to the major
league service time that wouldn’t be
accrued. Once 15 days of  the regular
season are missed, the free-agent eli-
gibility of  some players would be
delayed by one year unless manage-
ment agrees to give credit in an even-
tual agreement, which it hasn’t done
in the past.

That would delay free-agent eligi-
bility for Shohei Ohtani from 2023 to
2024, Pete Alonso from 2024 to 2025,

Jake Cronenworth from 2025 to 2026
and Jonathan India from 2026 to 2027. 

Others in danger of  delayed free
agency after 15 missed days — players
currently with major league service
ending in .000 days — include Tejay
Antone, Jordan Hicks, Cristian
Javier, Brad Keller, Isiah Kiner-Fale-
fa, Chris Paddack, Brady Singer,
Andrew Vaughn and Garrett Whit-
lock.

In Lindor’s case, because of
deferred compensation in his con-
tract, he would lose money both this
year and a decade from now. He would
forfeit $145,161 each day from the $27
million he is owed this season and
$26,882 each day from the $5 million
due on July 1, 2032.

Players also may find it more diffi-
cult to reach provisions in their con-
tracts to guarantee future seasons
triggered by statistics such as plate
appearances, games and innings, but
the sides have agreed to prorating
those in past settlements.

Clubs would lose broadcast rev-
enue and ticket money, though the

impact is somewhat uneven. Some
teams generate less revenue from
April games than they produce in the
summer, and there likely are different
contractual arrangements regarding
the flow of  broadcast fees, credits,
refunds and delayed/forfeited pay-
ments.

In addition, a large percentage of
broadcast revenue is for the postsea-
son. MLB gave the union a slide two
years ago that contracts called for
$787 million in media money from the
2020 postseason: $370 million from
Fox, $310 million from Turner, $27
million from ESPN, $30 million from
MLB Network and $50 million from
international and other.

The prospect of  an extended stop-
page to some degree is likely to have
depressed ticket sales among fans
wary of  purchasing tickets for games
that may not be played.

And there is no public knowledge
of  debt financing among the clubs
and how much liabilities increased
during a pandemic that caused a
huge revenue loss.

Cost ...



Many of us plan ahead for the 
events we anticipate.

We plan for weddings, higher 
education, vacations, and other 

planning has prompted many to take 
the step to plan for their funeral.  It 
gives you peace of mind, personal 

choice, and lower costs.
(260) 726-7171

Funeral
Services

to honor your loved one

For immediate assistance or information about our 
preplanning services, please call or contact us online today.

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home
It’s not a day in a life, but a life in a day.

221 N. Meridian St., Portland, IN • www.bairdfreeman.com • (260) 726-7171
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Sports
Wednesday, February 23, 2022

Grab Thursday’s paper for
coverage of tonight’s FR
boys hoops sectional game

Jay County gymnastics
sectional is Saturday,

see Sports on tap

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Luke Vormohr was the last name
called in the starting lineup.

He scored the Patriots’ first bas-
ket with a layup before heading to
his spot on the bench.

For his Jay County High School
classmates, it was not enough.

As the clock ticked past four min-
utes remaining in the game, they
started chanting, “We want Luke.
We want Luke.”

They got him.
Vormohr, who

has Down syn-
drome, returned to
the court and
buried a pair of  3-
pointers in the final
minute in an 83-46
victory over the vis-
iting Winchester
Golden Falcons in a
game in which the
scoreboard didn’t
matter all that
much.

“It’s more than basketball,” said
senior Ethan Dirksen, who led the
Patriots with 28 points. "It was awe-
some. Luke's been there for us all
year. … He's just a special person.
He’s always there. He keeps a smile
on everybody’s face. Keeps the
mood light. So it was awesome to
have him go in there.”

“That was a really, really special
moment, probably the most special
moment I’ve ever had in coaching,”
added JCHS coach Jerry Bomholt,
red-faced and choking back tears.
(Bomholt is in his 41st year of
coaching.)

Vormohr, who has served as a
manager for the Patriots this year,
was in the starting lineup Tuesday
night wearing number one. He was
in the center circle for the opening
tip and, after Winchester tallied the
first points of  the game, made a
layup to even the score before head-
ing to the bench.

Jay County was up by 30 when
the first “we want Luke” chant got
started. It died down, rose again
with about 2:30 left on the clock and
then faded.

The student section cheered
when JCHS coach Jerry Bomholt
eventually walked down the side-
line to send Vormohr in the game.

It would only get louder.
Vormohr missed his first

attempt from beyond the arc on the
left wing, but teammate Wesley
Bihn grabbed the rebound and got
the ball right back to him. His sec-
ond try hit nothing but net, launch-
ing the crowd into a frenzy as he
pumped both arms, high-fived
teammates and urged the crowd to
get even louder.

After a Winchester miss on the
other end, Brady Davis fed Vor-
mohr again. He delivered, with the
ball going through the net at the
23.5-second mark and sending him
high-stepping back down the court.

“It was surreal," said Dirksen. "It
was awesome. It couldn't have been
a better night for him.”

As the clock ran out, teammates
swarmed Vormohr. Then the stu-
dent section rushed the floor.

“It was good to have people in the
crowd for me,” Vormohr said. “The
band was going crazy. My family is
proud of  me. My teammates are

proud of  me. My coaches are proud
of  me.”

He finished 3-for-4 from the field,
scoring eight points in less than
two minutes of  play.

The fact that he made the triples
at the end, though, was no sur-
prise.

“If  that kid has shot one three
since the beginning of  the season,
he’s shot 1,000,” said Bomholt,
referring to how Vormohr spends
his time in his first-period recre-
ation class. “Every day he goes out
there, he gets a ball, he puts it up. …

“His dream … was to do what he
did tonight, be able to play in a
game. … I told him, ‘If  you stay
with us … you do what you’re sup-
posed to do, you work hard, at some
point in time I’ll give you the oppor-
tunity to participate.’ And, man,
tonight was just a feel-good
moment.”

It was a feel-good night all
around for the Patriots (19-3), who

have now won back-to-back games
following Friday’s loss to sixth-
ranked Norwell are one victory
away from tying the school record
set by the state runner-up 2005-06
team and matched by the 2012-13
squad.

Jay County was in control
throughout Tuesday but still only
had a 10-point halftime lead as the
Golden Falcons stayed within
striking distance thanks to Brooks
Burelison, who hit five 3-pointers
and scored all of  his team-high 21
points in the first 16 minutes. The
advantage slipped to seven when
Drew Loyd of  the Golden Falcons
hit a 3-pointer to open the second
half. But, the Patriots outscored
Winchester 21-3 over the rest of  the
third quarter and then tacked on
the first six points of  the fourth to
put the game well out of  reach.

Josh Dowlen followed Dirksen
for the Patriots with 14 points.
Blake Bogenschutz and Bennett

Weitzel joined them in double fig-
ures with 11 and 10, respectively. 

Junior varsity
Jay County was able to overcome

a rough second quarter for a 42-35
victory over the Golden Falcons.

After building a four-point lead
at the end of  the first quarter, the
Patriots manage just two points in
the second. They trailed 18-13 at
halftime but outscored Winchester
13-4 in the third quarter and were
able to hold the lead in the fourth.

JCHS got 11 points from Parker
Nichols to lead the way. Wesley
Bihn followed with nine points,
Liam Garringer had seven and
Abraham Dirksen scored six on a
pair of  first-half  3-pointers.

Graydn Moyer hit four 3-point-
ers and scored a game-high 19
points for Winchester. Ethan
McHolland followed with six
points, and Lucas Tarter scored
four.

Surreal, special
Vormohr starts, scores first points for Patriots,

returns to hit a pair of 3-pointers in final minute

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Luke Vormohr of Jay County High School watches one of his 3-point attempts, along with
Patriot coach Jerry Bomholt, junior Josh Dowlen and assistant coach Aaron Daniels behind him,
during the final minute of Tuesday night’s game against Winchester. Vormohr, who has Down
syndrome, was in the starting lineup, scored the Patriots’ first points on a layup and then went 2-
for-3 from long distance in the final minute to finish with eight points.
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JUPITER, Fla. (AP)
— Sometime soon,
lockout costs become
real: Max Scherzer
would forfeit $232,975
for each regular-season
day lost, and Gerrit
Cole $193,548. 

Based on last year’s
base salaries that
totaled just over $3.8
billion, major league
players would combine
to lose $20.5 million for
each day wiped off  the
186-day regular-season
schedule.

Major League Base-
ball has told the play-
ers’ association a labor
deal must be reached
by Monday in order for
opening day to come
off  as scheduled on
March 31 and a 162-
game season to remain
intact. The union
hasn’t said whether it
believes that deadline,
and there likely is some
leeway based on timing
after the 1990 lockout,
the 1994-95 strike and
the 2020 pandemic
delay.

Talks resumed this
week in the second-
longest work stoppage
in baseball history,
which started Dec. 2.

A player at manage-
ment’s proposed
$630,000 minimum
would lose $3,387 for
each day he’s not on a
big league roster, the
amount rising to $4,167
under the union’s offer
of  a $775,000 mini-
mum.

While medical insur-
ance would expire after
March 31 for players in
the major leagues
when last season
ended, the union would
pay COBRA payments
to continue their cover-
age and also will cover
the subsidy usually
paid for the medical
coverage of  former
players.

It’s harder to calcu-
late what owners of  the
30 teams would lose if
games are lost, but a
similar amount is like-
ly. While players
received about half  of
industry revenue that
reached a high of  $9.7
billion in 2019 (a per-
centage that includes
spending on draft picks
and international ama-
teurs), they are paid
during the regular sea-
son, and teams receive
a substantial percent-
age of  revenue from
the postseason.

For players, the cost
is clear: Each earns
1/186th of  his base
salary each day.

See Cost page 7

Delay
could
cost
real $

By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — The
stars of  IndyCar crowded into Indi-
anapolis Motor Speedway to celebrate
an upcoming season of  opportunity
for America’s open-wheel racing
series to further cement its legitima-
cy and expand its popularity. 

The party to mark the 100-day
countdown to the Indianapolis 500
went off  course amid word Michael
Andretti was again trying to acquire
a Formula One team. Mario Andretti,
the 1978 F1 world champion, wrote
that Andretti Global had applied for
an expansion team to launch in 2024
— news so very indicative of  Indy-
Car’s pecular dilemma.

IndyCar has weathered the pan-
demic under Roger Penske, who had
the misfortune of  purchasing the
series and IMS about two months
before the global shutdown. Despite
the challenges, Penske enters his
third season at the top with all criti-
cal metrics trending upward. 

IndyCar’s growth can be attributed
to a crop of  young stars — a Dutch
driver, a Mexican, a Spaniard and 21-
year-old Colton Herta of  California —

who won races and new fans. Indy-
Car’s growth has made it a
respectable and even desirable land-
ing spot for top drivers around the
globe, but the bright young lights of
IndyCar’s resurgence all happened to
grow up dreaming of  F1. 

If  Michael Andretti ever does get
an F1 team, he is almost certain to
take Herta from Andretti Autosport
with him as the next American driv-
er. Herta was a central figure in last
year’s failed Andretti talks to pur-
chase Sauber, and as he prepares this
Sunday to defend his St. Petersburg
victory from a year ago, he’s again in
the headlines for the wrong series. 

“It’s the same as how I was with the
Sauber stuff, it doesn’t really make
too much of  a difference to me,”
Herta told The Associated Press on
Tuesday. “My main goal this year is
IndyCar and that’s what I’m focused
on. If  something were to happen with
Formula One, I’d have to take a good
look at it. But when I’m contracted to
drive something, that what I put 95%
of  my energy into.” 

Pato O’Ward, a 22-year-old Mexi-
can, races for McLaren in IndyCar
and seems to already have one foot

out the door. He tested the F1 car for
McLaren in December and could be
the team’s reserve driver at select
2022 races. 

Herta and O’Ward, teammates in
January on a class victory at the
Rolex 24 at Daytona, have established
themselves as motorsports’ new
guard. Losing them to F1, the hottest
property in motorsports right now,
hangs over an IndyCar community
banking on all the new faces to carry
the series forward. 

“I want people to enjoy me in Indy-
Car, I want them to know what Indy-
Car has to offer, the racing,” O’Ward
said of  the line he must toe. “When-
ever I go to Formula One, or if  I ever
go to Formula One, just for now enjoy
me in IndyCar.” 

It’s a lot of  attention on a pair of
drivers who both fell short of  the
IndyCar championship and are both
still scraping together the points the
FIA requires to get an F1 drivers
license. And of  all the emerging stars,
the one to finally dethrone six-time
IndyCar champion Scott Dixon last
season was neither Herta or O’Ward,
but instead Alex Palou — Dixon’s
Chip Ganassi Racing teammate. 

IndyCar opens with new stars


