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Nilah Amadio, 92, Berne
Todd Wolford, 56, Browns-

burg
Details on page 2.

Four to 6 additional inches of
snow fell during the day Thurs-
day. The high temperature was 28
degrees and the low was 21.

Tonight’s low will be zero with
wind chill values as low as nega-
tive 10. Saturday’s high will be 18,

with wind chill values as low as
negative 15. After a low of  9 Sat-
urday night, the temperature
will climb to a high of  29 Sunday
under sunny skies.

See page 2 for an extended
forecast.

Saturday — Results from
tonight’s girls swimming sec-
tional preliminaries at JCHS.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Portland City Coun-
cil meeting.

Deaths Weather Coming up
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The trial for a Portland
man charged with murder
has been delayed again.

Jay Circuit Court Judge
Brian Hutchison reported
to The Commercial Review
Roger L. Boyd Jr’s trial for
the Sept. 5, 2020, murder of
James P. Miller that was
scheduled to begin Mon-
day has been postponed.

Jay County Prosecutor’s
Office on Wednesday filed
a motion for a continu-
ance.

A new trial date has not
yet been set. (The trial,
which was originally set to
begin in February 2020 but
was delayed because of
coronavirus pandemic
restrictions, has been
moved several times.)

Along with the murder
charge, Boyd also faces a
charge of  criminal con-
finement while armed
with a deadly weapon, a
Level 3 felony.

Boyd was arrested by
police shortly after Miller,
49, Montpelier, was shot in
the early hours of  Sept. 5,
2020, outside the house at
1215 S. Bridge St. Portland.
Miller was pronounced
dead at the scene.

A probable cause affi-
davit filed in connection
with the case says that,
according to police, Boyd
admitted to shooting
Miller. Police said Boyd
told them the shooting was
self  defense and that he
believed Miller had a
weapon. No such weapon
was found, court docu-
ments show.

Miller’s girlfriend,
Nicole L. Burke, was later
found in the basement of
the house. court docu-
ments say she told police
she was standing in the
driveway after the shoot-
ing and Boyd ordered her
to go in the house and into
the basement.

Brittney Shewmake,
Boyd’s girlfriend, who
owned the 1215 S. Bridge
St. property at the time of
the incident, is charged
with criminal confine-
ment, a Level 3 felony, in
connection with the inci-
dent. Her trial is scheduled
to begin Feb. 14. (She has
since been charged with
possession of  metham-
phetamine, a Level 5 felony,
and maintaining a com-
mon nuisance, a Level 6
felony, in a separate case.)
Court documents indicate
she was inside the house
with two children, ages 3
and 5, at the time of  the
shooting.

Boyd is a former law
enforcement officers, first
with Dunkirk Police
Department and then with
Jay County Sheriff ’s
Office. He was fired from
his job at the sheriff ’s
office.

See Trial page 2

Proceedings
had been
scheduled
to begin
Monday

Boyd
trial
to be
moved
again

By KATHLEEN FOODY
and JILL BLEED
Associated Press

A major winter storm that
already cut electric power to
about 350,000 homes and busi-
nesses from Texas to the Ohio
Valley was set to leave Pennsyl-
vania and New England glazed
in ice and smothered in snow
Friday, forecasters said.

The storm disrupted flights at
major hubs in the U.S. on Friday
morning, including airports in
New York City, Boston and Dal-
las. 

More snow was forecast, but it
was the ice that threatened to
wreak havoc on travel and elec-
tric service in the Northeast
before the storm heads out to sea

late Friday and Saturday, said
Rick Otto, meteorologist for the
National Weather Service in Col-
lege Park, Maryland.

“Snow is a lot easier to plow
than ice,” he said.

Even after the storm pushes
off  to sea late Friday and Satur-
day, ice and snow were expected
to linger through the weekend
because of  subfreezing tempera-
tures, Otto said.

Parts of  New York, Pennsylva-
nia and Vermont had snowfall
reports of  a foot or more Friday
morning, according to the
weather service.

About 350,000 homes and busi-
nesses lost power from Texas to
Ohio on Thursday as freezing
rain and snow weighed down

tree limbs and encrusted power
lines, part of  a winter storm that
caused a deadly tornado in Ala-
bama, dumped more than a foot
of  snow in parts of  the Midwest
and brought rare measurable
snowfall to Texas. 

The icy weather is blamed for
widespread power outages in the
Memphis, Tennessee, area,
where more than 125,000 homes
and businesses were without
power Friday morning, accord-
ing to the website power-
outage.us, which tracks utility
reports. Nearly 85,000 homes and
businesses in Ohio were without
electricity.

Many schools and businesses
remained closed Friday in areas
hit by the wintry weather a day

earlier because roads remained
icy and temperatures never rose
above freezing. 

Along the warmer side of  the
storm, in western Alabama,
Hale County Emergency Man-
agement Director Russell Wee-
den told WBRC-TV a tornado
that hit a rural area Thursday
afternoon killed one person, a
female he found under rubble,
and critically injured three oth-
ers. A home was heavily dam-
aged, he said.

Tornadoes in the winter are
unusual but possible, and scien-
tists have said the atmospheric
conditions needed to cause a tor-
nado have intensified as the
planet warms.

See Storm page 6

Storm moves on to PA, New England

Still hazardous

By BAILEY CLINE
and RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

The worst of  the
biggest winter storm
thus far this winter has
passed.

Now it’s just a waiting
game until roads are
cleared.

Snow continued to fall
across Jay County and
the surrounding area
Thursday, dropping an
estimated additional 6
inches of  snow from 6
a.m. through the rest of
the day and left Jay Coun-
ty continuing to deal
with a travel warning.

As of  press time, Jay
County remained under
a travel warning, which
means travel may be
restricted to emergency
management workers
only and residents are
directed to “refrain from
all travel.” Adams, Black-
ford and Randolph coun-
ties were also under trav-
el warnings, while
Delaware and Wells
counties were under trav-
el watches. (Under a
watch, travel is allowed

only to and from work
and for emergencies.)

Mercer County was
under a level three snow
alert.

Jay County Emergency
Management Agency
director Amy Blakely
noted the county will
likely shift to a lower
advisory level sometime
today.

“We do understand
the effect this has on the
public, on industry, so
we are aware of  that
and we will modify
things in a safe way as
soon as we possibly
can,” she said.

Local estimates show
an additional 6 inches
of  snow fell during a
windy Thursday. After

compacting overnight,
there was about 8 inch-
es of  snow on the
ground in Portland.

There is a chance of
additional snow show-
ers between 10 p.m.
tonight and 4 a.m. Sat-
urday. There is current-
ly no more snow in the
forecast through at least
Thursday.

Extreme cold will be
the issue for the next 24
to 36 hours, with
tonight’s low dropping
to zero with wind chill
values at negative 10.
The temperature Satur-
day will range from 9 to
18, with wind chills
falling as low as nega-
tive 15.
See Hazardous page 6
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Staff from Ohio Valley Gas was working about 7 a.m. today to clear the sidewalks and street parking in front of their
business and others along Main Street on the west side of Portland. Jay County remained under a travel warning as of this
morning, meaning travel may be restricted to emergency management workers only and residents should refrain from driving.

City streets are mostly clear, but county roads
remain a concern after additional snow Thursday

A Portland street
department worker
plows snow from
Commerce Street at its
intersection with Main
Street on Thursday
afternoon.

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline



Fire destroys
A fire devastated a house

and pickup truck in Bryant
on Thursday night.

Portland, Bryant, Pen-
nville and Geneva fire
departments responded to
a call from Dusti Gillum’s
home at 304 W. Main St.
about 8:40 p.m.

Bryant fire chief  Mike
Kimmel said the fire
appeared to start in the liv-
ing room. Gillum told the
department she believed a
candle caught the curtains
on fire. There were also
oxygen tanks in the room.

“The house was pretty
much engulfed when we
arrived,” said Kimmel.

Bryant fire fighters spent
about three hours on scene. 

Intersection crash
A Portland woman

crashed her vehicle into
oncoming traffic at the
intersection of  Harrison
and High streets about 10:02
a.m. Tuesday.

Rebecca L. Tow, 39, was
driving her 2018 Chevrolet
Equinox north on Harri-
son Street and stopped at
the intersection with High
Street. She told Portland
Police Department she
looked both ways but didn’t
see the oncoming 2011
Chevrolet Malibu, driven
by 60-year-old Duane A.
Stocker, and proceeded into
the intersection. Tow’s
vehicle struck Stocker’s
car, causing between $2,500
and $5,000 in estimated
damage.

Five file
Jay County Clerk’s Office

has five new candidates file
Wednesday to run for their
party’s nomination in the
May primary election.

Republicans filing
Wednesday were Terry
Rigby for Jackson Town-
ship Advisory Board, Joelle
Rinker for Knox Township
Advisory Board and Carrie
Petro for state delegate.

Also filing were Democ-
rats Billy Bailey and Don
Whitenack for Greene
Township Advisory Board.
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Bill
Hinshaw

Happy
80th Birthday!

to

Nilah Amadio
Nilah June Amadio, 92, of  Berne,

passed away peacefully, Thursday,
Jan. 27, surrounded by her surviv-
ing four children.

A native of  Portland, Indiana, she
was born to the late Harold and
Mabel (Hines) Bost. 

June's legacy includes her chil-
dren, Linda Gifford, Decatur, Rita
(Tom) Hough of  Wellington, Flori-
da, Joan Lane of  Fort
Wayne and John
(Cathy) Gifford, of
Berkley, Michigan;
grandchildren Sarah
June (Bob) Corral,
Luke (April) Walsh,
Melissa Hough, Han-
nah (Joshua) Mazur,
Jackson and Cassidy
Gifford; and great-
grandchildren Isaac, Jacob and
Ethan Corral, Charlie and Hadley
June Walsh, and Madison and Selah
Winston. 

She was preceded in death by her
beloved daughter, Valerie Lynn;,
and dearest granddaughter Christi
Mae Lane.

She maintained treasured close
relationships with her many nieces,
nephews and cousins.

June graduated valedictorian of
Governor I.P. Gray in 1948. She
was an accomplished classical pianist
from a young age and throughout her
life had an "innate ear for music.”
Gratefully, her talent and apprecia-
tion for music was passed along to
her children. From a young child, she
was a most eloquent writer, compos-
ing poetry and a completed autobiog-
raphy, and personally creating memo-
ry books gifted to each of  her five
children. Her creative and personal
birthday/occasion cards for her fami-
ly and friends became a yearly treas-
ure including the family birthday cal-
endar. June engaged in and enjoyed
lively conversations, being well
versed in many subjects including
politics, religion, philosophy and cur-
rent events.    

One of  her most treasured writ-
ings was “Desiderata,” plus sever-
al favorite life descriptive phrases
including, “Aha moments,”
“Serendipity” and “NAMASTE,”
along with her favorite symbols,
butterflies, hummingbirds and rain-
bows.

In her early life years, June was
a well-known local resident of

Berne, raising her five
children while being involved in
many local civic and church organ-
izations. In October 1970, she
moved to Fort Wayne and joined JC
Penney SouthTown Mall manage-
ment team where she remained
until September 1973 when she was
promoted to the New York Corpo-
rate offices as salary cost analyst.
When the corporate offices moved
to Plano, Texas, some years later,
she transferred, built a custom
designed home and lived until her
retirement in 1996, when she was
honored with special recognition
of  her longstanding contributing
performance. After retirement, she
moved to Wellington, Florida,
where she resided until March
2021, when she moved back to Indi-
ana to be closer to her loving fami-
ly.  

Her close family and friend con-
nections over the miles, along with
her creative writing projects contin-
ued up to the time of  her passing. A
truly inspiring, beloved matri-
arch, her strong faith and prayers
for her family continued to sustain
until the very end. She will be great-
ly missed, yet the precious memo-
ries of  her held dearly, will
remain in the hearts of  many whose
lives she touched over her lifetime.  

“... there may be times you miss
me, I guess I sort of  hope you do, 

but smile when you think of  me,
remembering, I love you.  

Now there are many things for
you to do, and so many ways to
grow. 

So get busy, be happy and live
your life!

Miss me dear ones, but let me go!! 
~ Blessings on your way!”
Preferred memorials may be sent

to Visiting Nurse Hospice Care, 5910
Homestead Road, Fort Wayne, IN
46814 (memo June Amadio);
Wellington Cares Inc., 11924 Forest
Hill Blvd., Suite 10A-223, Welling-
ton, FL 33414 (memo June Amadio);
or United Servants Abroad, 14530
Rolling Rock Place, Wellington, FL
33414 (memo June Amadio, Peru)

Cremation arrangements entrust-
ed to Liechty Funeral Home.

A private family Celebration of
Life will be held at a later date.

Todd Wolford
April 2, 1965-Feb. 1, 2022

Todd D Wolford, 56, of  Browns-

burg, Indiana, passed
away Feb. 1, 2022, at
home.

Todd was born in
Jackson, Michigan,
on April 2, 1965, to
Max L Wolford, who
preceded him in
death, and Bernadine
(Maitlen) Wolford,
Brownsburg. Todd also has a sister,
Beth Byrum, from Virginia Beach,
Virginia.

Todd graduated from Jay County
High School in Portland, Indiana, in
1983. He attended Purdue Universi-
ty, where he obtained a bachelor of
science in mechanical engineering.
In 1998, Todd earned his profession-
al engineering license.

Todd married his high school
sweetheart and best friend Loreen
(Grady) Wolford on Aug. 20, 1988.

Todd spent several years in the
automotive industry for Subaru
Isuzu in Lafayette. He also spent
part of  his work career at Alcoa HC
industries in Crawfordsville, Indi-
ana, and then at Dana in Danville,
Indiana.  

In 2005, at the encouragement of
family and friends, Todd started
Home Changers Home Improvement.

Todd and Loreen have two daugh-
ters, Haley and Mallory Wolford,
both of  Brownsburg.

Visitation will be from 4 to 7 p.m.
on Monday, Feb. 7, at New Hope
Christian Church, 5780 S. Main St.,
Whitestown, IN 46075. Funeral serv-
ices will be at the Church at 11 a.m.
on Tuesday, Feb. 8, with visitation
one hour prior to the service.

Visitation will also be held from
11 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. on Thursday,
Feb. 10, 2022, at Williamson-Spencer
and Penrod Funeral Home, 208 N.
Commerce St., Portland,
Indiana. Graveside services will fol-
low at 1 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 10, at
Hillcrest Cemetery, 7230 S. Indiana
1, Redkey, Indiana.

In lieu of  flowers, memorials may
be made to New Hope Christian
Church.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of  residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

Continued from page 1
He is one of  five Jay County residents

who was charged with murder in 2020
stemming from three different incidents.
The other four defendants have all either
been convicted of  murder or pleaded
guilty to lesser charges. Esther J. Stephen
and Shelby Hiestand, both of  Portland,
were convicted by Jay Circuit Court juries
last year for the January 2020 death of
Shea Briar of  Portland and were each sen-
tenced to 55 years in prison. A third
woman, Hannah Knapke of  Fort Recovery,
pleaded guilty to voluntary manslaughter
in connection with Briar’s death and was
sentenced to 17.5 years in prison.

Cory Jones, 45, pleaded guilty last
month to voluntary manslaughter with a

habitual offender enhancement for the
Aug. 22, 2020, fatal shooting of  47-year-old
Shanna Jones. He was sentenced to 47.5
years in prison.

In Indiana, murder carries a sentence of
45 to 65 years with an advisory sentence of
55 years.

SERVICES
Today

Meyer, Richard: 7 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Saturday
Green, Helen: 2 p.m., Brock-

man-Boeckman Funeral Home,
308 S. Wayne St., Fort Recovery.

Monday
Hutson, Harriett: 11 a.m.,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Fuller, Denny: 4 p.m. MJS
Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian St.,
Redkey.

Thursday
Wolford, Todd: 1 p.m., Hill-

crest Cemetery, 7230 S. Indiana
1, Redkey.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

Obituaries

Amadio

Wolford

Pet of
the week

Olaf, a male cat
that is neutered, is
available for adoption
from Midwest Pet
Refuge. The fee is
$50. Adoption
applications are
available at
midwestpetrefuge.com.

Photo provided

Capsule Reports

Trial ...

New date has
not yet been set

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................6.27
March corn ..............6.29
Wheat ......................7.27

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................6.31
March corn ..............6.29
April corn ................6.29

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................6.19
March corn ..............6.19
Beans ......................15.30
March beans ..........15.30

Wheat ...................... 7.41
March wheat .......... 7.41

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................6.14
Late Feb. corn..........6.16
Beans ......................15.31
Late Feb. beans ......15.34
Feb. wheat .............. 7.51

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.22
March corn ..............6.14
Beans ......................15.17
March beans ..........15.22
Wheat ......................7.16

Lotteries

On Feb. 4, 1783,
Britain’s King George III
proclaimed a formal ces-
sation of  hostilities in
the American Revolu-
tionary War.

In 1789, electors chose
George Washington to be
the first president of  the
United States.

In 1801, John Mar-
shall was confirmed by
the Senate as chief  jus-
tice of  the United States.

In 1861, delegates
from six Southern states
that had recently seceded
from the Union met in
Montgomery, Alabama,
to form the Confederate
States of  America.

In 1913, Rosa Parks, a
Black woman whose 1955
refusal to give up her seat
on an Alabama city bus
to a white man sparked a
civil rights revolution,
was born Rosa Louise
McCauley in Tuskegee.

In 1972, Portland High
School basketball coach
Harold Schutz earned his
200th career victory as

the Panthers clobbered
host Monroe central 98-
56.

In 1974, newspaper
heiress Patricia Hearst,
19, was kidnapped in
Berkeley, California, by
the radical Symbionese
Liberation Army.

In 1976, more than
23,000 people died when a
severe earthquake struck
Guatemala with a magni-
tude of  7.5.

In 1977, eleven people
were killed when two
Chicago Transit Authori-
ty trains collided on an
elevated track.

In 1997, a civil jury in
Santa Monica, Califor-
nia, found O.J. Simpson
liable for the deaths of
his ex-wife, Nicole Brown
Simpson, and her friend,
Ronald Goldman.

In 2004, the social net-
working website Face-
book had its beginnings
as Harvard student Mark
Zuckerberg launched
“Thefacebook.”

—AP and The CR

CR almanac

18/9 29/15 27/7 27/19 35/22
Skies will

be mostly
sunny, with
wind chill val-
ues reach as
low as -15
degrees.

Another
day of mostly
cloudy skies
is in the fore-
cast for
Wednesday.

Mostly
sunny skies
are on the
horizon for
Tuesday. The
high may
reach 27
degrees.

Sunday is
expected to be
sunny. There
will be a cool
10 mph south-
western wind
as well.

Monday’s
forecast
shows mostly
cloudy skies,
and the low
may dip to
around 7
degrees.

Saturday
2/5

Sunday
2/6

Monday
2/7

Tuesday
2/8

Wednesday
2/9

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$137 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $22

million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 1-8-8
Daily Four: 6-9-2-1
Evening
Daily Three: 8-4-0
Daily Four: 8-6-5-9
Quick Draw: 1-3-9-10-

13-14-15-16-19-21-27-32-48-
49-57-59-61-64-65-68

Cash 5: 2-6-17-21-36
Estimated jackpot:

$95,000

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 5-1-0
Pick 4: 4-6-4-2
Pick 5: 6-7-8-1-5
Evening
Pick 3: 2-3-2
Pick 4: 4-0-8-0
Pick 5: 9-6-4-4-0
Rolling Cash: 7-14-26-

28-35
Estimated jackpot:

$140,000

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Commissioners and Jay
County Council, audito-
rium, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

7:30 p.m. — Fort

Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Wednesday,
6 p.m. — Jay County

Council, commission-
ers’ room, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.



DEAR ABBY: My wife
and I have been married
for 40 years. Fifteen years
ago, she was diagnosed
with cancer and given 18
months to live. Well, she is
still around. Because of
the illness and experimen-
tal medications, she was
bedridden, and her
dementia grew steadily
worse. Left with no other
options because of  prob-
lems with insurance, I
placed her into a nursing
facility six years ago. 

I am still at an age at
which I have, I hope, many
active years ahead of  me. I
visit her often, but I have a
need for companionship
that she obviously can no
longer fulfill. I’m friends
with a few women (usually
friends of  friends), and
from time to time have the
urge to become closer. I go
out to dinners, music ven-
ues, art shows, etc. 

I am torn about whether
to live my remaining days
in loneliness or pursue the
possibilities. Is it wrong to
want companionship in
my situation? At what
point should I explain my
situation without scaring
off  a nice lady friend?
Your opinion would be
helpful to me as another
perspective. — ANONY-
MOUS, OF COURSE

DEAR ANONYMOUS:
What happened to your

wife is unfortunate, and
you both have my sym-
pathy. Wanting and
needing companionship
are normal. It is impor-
tant to ask yourself: If
the situation were
reversed and YOU were
in a nursing home suf-
fering from dementia,
to what extent would
you want your wife to
go on with HER life?
Whatever you decide
after that, it is crucial
you not forget you have
a responsibility to make
sure she is being well
cared for. This means
visiting her often to
ensure it, because
dementia patients do
better when they know
someone loves them. 

As to how to explain to
women that you are mar-
ried, well, the ones who
are friends of  friends
already know that. And
those you meet who don’t
know should be told dur-
ing the course of  your
first serious conversa-
tion. It’s the honorable
thing to do.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: For the

last four or five years I
have been receiving holi-
day cards from an ex-girl-
friend of  mine. I haven't
had contact with her since
meeting my wife. My wife
and I have been together
for six years, married for
two. The cards keep com-
ing and it's starting to
make my wife uncomfort-
able. 

How do I respectfully
tell my ex to quit sending
them? I don't have any-
thing in common with this
person other than that we
used to be boyfriend and
girlfriend back in high
school. — MARRIED NOW
IN MASSACHUSETTS

DEAR MARRIED:
This old flame may be
simply trying to be
friends, and not intend
to pose a threat to your
marriage. A way to dis-
courage her might be to
send her holiday greet-
ings from you AND
YOUR WIFE with a pic-
ture of  the two of  you,
your kids if  you have
any, pets, etc. 

If  you don't send
Christmas greetings,
perhaps a snapshot of
you and your wife on
vacation would suffice
— or a wedding picture
may get the message
across.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Friday
SOFT SHOULDERS —

A support group for any-
one suffering from mem-
ory loss, will meet at
10:30 a.m. the first Friday
of  each month in the
Fireplace Room at Edel-
weiss Place at Swiss Vil-
lage in Berne. For more

information, call (260)
589-3173.

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will meet at
noon Friday, Feb. 4, at
Harmony Cafe in Port-
land.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. upstairs at True
Value Hardware, Meridi-
an Street, Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 729-2532.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

BRYANT AREA COM-
MUNITY CENTER —
Walking from 9 to 10 a.m.
every Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to
noon each Monday at Jay
Community Center.

EUCHRE –– Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay

Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

CAREGIVER SUP-
PORT GROUP — Will
meet at 1 p.m. the first
Monday of  each month at
Portland Place, 430 W.
Lafayette St. For more
information, call (800)
589-1121.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the first and
third Monday of  the month
at Richards Restaurant.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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Fort Recovery High School stu-
dents were named to the first semes-
ter honor roll.  Making the list for
receiving all A’s are:

•Seniors Paige Bihn, Miley Briner,
Jalyn Bruns, Caleb Evers, Abbie
Francis, Emma Fullenkamp, Marissa
Gaerke, Grace Guggenbiller, Olivia
Hawk, Alyssa Heinrichs and Abigail
Lauber

•Juniors Danielle Braun, Megan
Diller, Chase Kaiser, Abigail Knapke,
Megan Knapke, Alayna Laux, Isaac
LeFevre, Megan Metzger, Miranda
Metzger and Faith Wendel

•Sophomores Natalie Brunswick,
Chloe Bubp, Alex Dues, Alex Evers,
Megan Evers, Teigen Fortkamp, Car-
son Grube, Paige Guggenbiller,
Trevor Heitkamp, Troy Homan, Abby
Keller, Allison Knapke, Ella Kremer,
Saige Leuthold, Mara Pearson,
Marissa Schoen, Brynn Stammen
and Ellie Will

•Freshmen Drew Backs, Layla
Bihn, Nicole Braun, Kassidy Dues,
Marlee Fiely, Ava Grisez, Kayla
Heitkamp, Kyle Huntsman, Eva
Kahlig, Joelle Kaup, Bailie Muh-
lenkamp, Keegan Muhlenkamp,
Kennedy Muhlenkamp, Karlie
Niekamp, Ben Reinhard, Anna
Roessner, Ella Schoen, Eowyn Vela,

Mara Wenning and Emma Will
Students who received all A’s and

B’s are:
•Seniors Shelby Acheson, James

Adsit, Bailey Bergman, Matthew
Bruns, Ashlyn Dilworth, Ben Dues,
Korbin Dues, Makena Ellenberger,
Marcus Gaerke, Ben Grieshop,
Chloey Grisez, Faith Grube, Kim
Hart, Bruce Heitkamp, Isaiah
Heitkamp, Jackie Homan, Ellie Hum-
mel, Owen Jutte, Makayla Kaffen-
berger, Emma Kahlig, Ray Keller,
Aubrey Knapke, Isaac Knapke, Logan
Knapke, Madelyn Knapke, Lyvia
Kunk, MaKenna Laux, Melissa Laux,
Lilie Leuthold, Summer Lofton, Alis-
sa O’Connor, Aiden O’Dell, Kalib
Post, Mitchell Post, Whitley Rammel,
Devin Schoenlein, Hailey Stammen,
Chloe Sutton, Faith Weagant, Han-
nah Weigel, Ben Wellman and
Kendrik Wendel

•Juniors Elizabeth Alig, Betsey
Braun, Audra Bubp, Ethan Evers,
Mia Fisher, Allysen Fullenkamp,
Amalia Gimenez-Martin, Wyatt
Grover, Maddie Guggenbiller, Jacob
Hartke, Jacob Heitkamp, Paul
Homan, Makensie Kaffenberger,
Grace Klingshirn, Parker Kling-
shirn, Pete Klingshirn, Derek
Lennartz, Jen Litmer, Sophie Pear-

son, Landon Post, Caleb Rammel, Ava
Schoen, Caleb Schoenlein, Zane
Shauver, Amy Stammen, MacKenzie
Steinbrunner, Caitlin Weitzel, Alexis
Wendel, Lindsey Wendel, Alaina Will
and Taylor Will

•Sophomores Lucas Acheson, Wes
Bechtol, Myah Breen, Katie Bruns,
Kensey Clark, Kenadie Ervin, Kensey
Gaerke, Reece Guggenbiller, Jenna
Hart, Liz Hartings, Addy Jenkins,
Lydia Kahlig, Conner Kaikala, Drew
Langenkamp, Joscelyn LeFevre, Rex
Leverette, Kiana Garland, Carmyn
McEldowney, Liberty Pohlman,
Matthew Romer, Libby Schlarman,
Cole Shoemaker, Olivia Smith,
Tiffany Taft, Britney Tebbe, Riggs
Tobe, Cali Wendel, Sage Wendel, Ella
Westgerdes and Brooklyn Wyerick

•Freshmen Madison Bihn, Saman-
tha Brackman, Tucker Brockman,
Calleigh Crabtree, Mason Diller,
Brennan Dues, Gavin Dues, Ava
Englehardt, Evan Evers, Gavin Evers,
Sarah Fritz, Riley Grieshop, Caden
Grisez, Brooke Hart, Cody Klenke,
Gabe Knapke, Lindsey Knapke,
Emily Lauber, Caden Marchal, Norah
Meyer, Aleigha Overman, Kylie Post,
Olivia Rammel, Zach Schoenlein,
Kruise Siefring, Bella Taft, Reid Tim-
merman and Brooklyn Wycuff

FR students make the list

Community Calendar

Photo provided

Members honored
Portland Lions Club members Brandon Kloer and Brittany

Bridges-Kloer recently celebrated 10 years of service in the club. Pictured
are the Kloers holding letters from Lions Club international president
Douglas Alexander. 

Husband seeks a partner

Dear
Abby
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To the editor:
Looking back at 2021, I can’t

help but reflect on where Indi-
ana Donor Network has been,
where we are now and where
we’re going.

When I started with the
organization 22 years ago, I
would’ve never imagined the
massive growth and incredible
achievements we’ve experi-
enced.

As the federally designated
organ recovery organization for
85 of  Indiana’s 92 counties, Indi-
ana Donor Network has
increased the number of  organ
transplants by 43% since 2019.
Transplants in 2021 were 10%
higher than in 2020, which was
also a record-setting year.

In 2021, despite the challenges
of  a persistent global pandemic,
Indiana Donor Network facili-
tated donation for 276 organ
donors, a record-breaking
amount. We transplanted 949
organs to save the lives of  more

than 800 patients — that’s a
record number of  organ trans-
plants for this organization in
its 34-year history.

During this record-breaking
year, we demonstrated we’re a
catalyst of  innovation by utiliz-
ing our new Organ and Tissue
Recovery Center to better serve
families and hospitals through-
out Indiana. We deployed a
state-of-the-art kidney perfusion
program that includes eight kid-
ney pumps to better assess the
health of  a recovered kidney
and ensure better transplanta-
tion results. Indiana Donor Net-
work is a leader among U.S.
organ procurement organiza-

tions in utilizing these innova-
tive kidney pumps.

In 2021, Indiana Donor Net-
work also:

•Cared for 1,357 tissue and
cornea donors.

•Supported 2,345 family mem-
bers of  organ and tissue donors
through its aftercare program.

•Conducted 109 organ recovery
surgeries at Indiana Donor Net-
work’s onsite Organ and Tissue
Recovery Center, which opened in
2020.

•Added more than 120,000 new
Hoosiers to the national donor
registry.

•Flew a record 677 organ trans-
port flights through TxJet, our
nonprofit subsidiary aviation
service.

Also, Hoosier advocates for
organ and tissue donation volun-
teered 12,857 hours on behalf  of
Indiana Donor Network in 2021.
In communities throughout Indi-
ana, we led 851 school and com-
munity educational presenta-

tions and activations, engaging
more than 145,000 Hoosiers.

We have more than 250 mis-
sion-driven team members at our
headquarters in Indianapolis, in
our offices in South Bend, Fort
Wayne and Evansville, and in
communities throughout Indi-
ana. Each team member con-
tributed to our organization’s
successes in saving and healing
lives in 2021. Indiana Donor Net-
work remains dedicated every
day to growing, improving and
challenging each other to think
big, serve well and be remarkable.

My gratitude for our team, as
well as for the donor heroes who
saved and healed lives, cannot
come close to matching the appre-
ciation of  all the patients who
received a lifesaving organ trans-
plant in 2021 and the countless
more who received a healing tis-
sue transplant through Indiana
Donor Network.

Organ donation saves lives.
Nationwide, more than 106,000

people are on the national wait-
ing list for a lifesaving organ
transplant and more than 1,000 of
those patients are Hoosiers.
Every nine minutes, another per-
son is added to the waiting list.
Unfortunately, about 16 people die
in the U.S. each day because the
organ they needed did not
become available in time.

If  you are registered to become
an organ donor, thank you. If  you
aren’t a registered donor yet, talk
with your family and loved ones.
If  the decision is right for you,
register online at DonateLifeIndi-
ana.org, at your local Bureau of
Motor Vehicles branch or when
you purchase your hunting or
fishing license through the state’s
Department of  Natural
Resources.

Thank you so much for sup-
porting Indiana Donor Network’s
mission.

Kellie Tremain
President and CEO
Indiana Donor Network

Become a registered organ donor

By SEBASTIAN FEST
Special To The Washington Post

Whenever I’ve been
asked to use a word to
describe Rafael Nadal, the
one that seems to fit best is
“respeto.”

The entire career of  the
Spanish champion, who on
Sunday captured a men’s
record 21st Grand Slam
title, has revolved around
respect — something he
radiates so strongly that it
has effectively taken over
some of  his rivals and the
entire sport of  tennis. His
respect has also lifted
Spain, a country that at
times relies on a narrative
of  victimhood, mistrust
and conspiracy on the glob-
al stage. Nadal did not
achieve this last part alone:
The Spanish national soc-
cer team, the basketball
player Pau Gasol and the
Formula One driver Fer-
nando Alonso have all
played key roles. But none
have Nadal’s record — 18
years of  being a successful
and positive example.

Nadal has always dis-
played the utmost respect
for his sport, his rivals, the
tournaments he plays, the
countries he visits. Few
athletes have maintained
his levels of  positivity and
sportsmanship for so long.
“Gracias” seems to be his
favorite word — he always
thanks the ballpersons, the
chair umpires, the journal-
ists, the sponsors, his
rivals.

Nadal has never publicly
destroyed a racket in frus-
tration, something very
common in the sport. Even
his eternal friendly rival
Roger Federer has done it.
Nadal might give his rivals
hell on the court, but he
makes sure to always show
his respect before and after
a game. He even consoles
those he defeats in a great
match. He never gloats. He
plays each match like a
final, giving it all.

Nadal’s attitude and his
friendship with Federer
created a new era of  peace
and camaraderie in tennis
— the opposite of  what
defined the sport in the
decades when John McEn-
roe, Jimmy Connors, Ivan
Lendl or Boris Becker were
the dominant figures. If  the
rivalry between Nadal and
Federer heated up, it
always cooled off  quickly.

Of  course, Novak
Djokovic seems to be the
heir of  those difficult per-
sonalities — something his
refusal to get vaccinated
has amply highlighted —
but he stands as the excep-
tion. He might have his sup-

porters, but Nadal has put
an end to the “bad boy” era.
Tennis’s DNA mutated
thanks to Nadal and Feder-
er. This has been widely
felt.

Spain has always strug-
gled with a kind of  inferior-
ity complex, despite the
achievements of  the past
four decades. The country
emerged from Franco’s dic-
tatorships to become a suc-
cessful European democra-
cy with a vibrant economy.

Nadal showed Spaniards
that the world is not out to
get them. France, Spain’s
great historical rival, saw
him win 13 Roland Garros
titles. The French are
“cold” toward Nadal, Span-
ish media often bemoaned.
True or not, he succeeded
in becoming a household
name.

It’s also true there was
some friction with the
French Open, and a former
French minister even
accused him of  doping, but
Nadal tried to defuse the
situations and did what he
does best: play to win.

Nadal showed Spanish
athletes the power of  men-
tal discipline, something
the public also admired in
the national soccer team
when it won the World Cup
in South Africa in 2010 and
the European Champi-
onship in 2008 and 2012.

Nadal and the Spanish
“Fury,” as the soccer team
is known, showed that
Spain didn’t need to
embody the stereotype of  a
wounded and angry global
power always eager to show
its virility.

Nike, Nadal’s longtime
sponsor, uses a bull as his
symbol. It might represent
his bold style, but today it
feels simplistic. Nadal and
other athletes of  his gener-
ation have shown that
Spain is much more than a
bull. That there’s strength
in emotional intelligence
and patience. That you
must always respect others
and respect yourself.

In that sense, watching
Nadal has been good for
tennis, good for Spain and
good for life in general.

••••••••••
Fest is a correspondent for

the newspaper El Mundo
and editor of  Around the
Rings.

Nadal has been
good for tennis

By OLGA TOKARIUK
Special To The Washington Post

As Russia and the United States
clashed at the United Nations on
Monday over Ukraine, all I could feel
was anger. That has been the predom-
inant feeling these past few weeks
here in Kyiv.

Because of  the actions of  a mad-
man, it’s as if  we Ukrainians have
ceased to exist: We cannot worry
about raising children, do the work
we love, make plans, build our future.
Instead, we are forced to pack go-bags,
make evacuation plans and spend our
weekends studying how to survive in
an occupied city — and learning first
aid.

We have a lot to lose. Most people
don’t stop very often to think about
independence and sovereignty, but
those things were hard-fought
achievements. The Ukrainian nation,
with its language and rich culture,
has existed for centuries. Millions of
lives were lost just in the 20th century
as a result of  failed attempts to create
an independent Ukrainian state.

But since official independence
was gained in 1991, a whole genera-
tion has come of  age. It’s a generation
that witnessed two revolutions and a
war, and that refused to give up in the
toughest times. And it’s precisely this
determination, resilience and
courage that scare Vladimir Putin
the most.

I am a part of  this generation, and
my personal story is closely intercon-
nected with that of  an independent
Ukraine. I was born in 1985, six years
before the Soviet Union collapsed.
The same year, the Ukrainian poet
and dissident Vasyl Stus died in a
Soviet gulag. He was yet another vic-
tim of  a Soviet repressive machine,
active until the last days of  the
U.S.S.R.

When I was 6 years old, on Dec. 1,
1991, my parents took me to the
polling station on the day of  the ref-
erendum for Ukraine’s independ-
ence. As we walked hand in hand, I
was feeling very proud: I knew my
parents were going to vote in favor of
it. My family was able to transmit the

feeling that independence was some-
thing precious, worth cherishing and
preserving.

My turn to do that came when I was
19. The Orange Revolution began in
2004, when a wave of  mass protests
exploded following an attempt to rig
presidential elections in favor of  a
pro-Kremlin candidate. On the day of
voting, I was working as an election
observer in the Luhansk region, bor-
dering Russia. I saw with my own
eyes brutal electoral violations and
intimidation of  supporters of  pro-
democracy candidate Viktor
Yushchenko, who was poisoned dur-
ing the campaign but miraculously
survived. I was kicked out from the
polling station using a false pretext
before the vote count even began.

The day after the election, thou-
sands flocked to Maidan Square in
Kyiv. I joined them as a volunteer, dis-
tributing leaflets with the latest news
to thousands of  protesters camped on
the square in freezing temperatures.
Those people didn’t just want their
candidate to win; they demanded free
and fair elections, and they believed
in a democratic Ukraine. And they
won: After three weeks of  peaceful
protesters, another round of  elec-
tions was ordered, which
Yushchenko won.

At 28, I witnessed yet another revo-
lution: the Euromaidan, or Revolu-
tion of  Dignity. It began in late 2013,
when pro-Russian president Viktor
Yanukovych, who came to power in
2010, refused to sign an association
agreement with the European Union.
People’s outrage with Yanukovych’s
corrupt regime — which reversed
Ukraine’s course toward the West,
concentrated power in his hands and
cracked down on democracy, just as

his role model in the Kremlin had
done — poured into the streets. I was
there too, with a smartphone, live-
tweeting the Euromaidan for the
world to know. This time, the protests
lasted for three winter months and
ended in bloodshed. In late February,
the regime’s special forces started
shooting protesters with live rounds,
killing about a hundred people. I
cried with tens of  thousands Ukraini-
ans at Maidan Square, when the
“heavenly hundred,” as those killed
became known, were bid the last
farewell. That tragic moment marked
the end of  peace in independent
Ukraine.

It soon became clear we were facing
a much stronger enemy than
Yanukovych: Just a few days after his
escape to Russia, Putin launched the
war against Ukraine. It began with
the annexation of  Crimea, which
caught Kyiv and its Western partners
by surprise. It continued in Donbas,
where Russian special forces seized
government buildings and instigated
an armed insurgency. Russia contin-
ues to send soldiers, weapons and
money to nurture this conflict, which
has already killed more than 14,000
people. And that’s where we are
today: facing a Moscow bent on keep-
ing Ukraine poor and corrupt, unde-
mocratic and divided. But the
Ukrainian people have shown more
than once they will have the last word
on their future.

We might have regarded independ-
ence as a gift when we were children,
but later in life we realized that it was
not just given to us; we had to protect
it with our lives. We have been hard-
ened but never broken. We might be
angry and frustrated, but never
defeated. I know my generation will
prevail again. I know Putin’s plans
for Ukraine, whatever shape they
take, are doomed to fail. Millions of
Ukrainians stand united, once again,
ready to resist.

••••••••••
Tokariuk is an independent journal-

ist and researcher based in Kyiv. She is
a nonresident fellow at the Center for
European Policy Analysis.

Ukraine is ready to fight
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Sunday Afte
FEBRUARY 13

12:30 P.M
OLD & COLLE
ITEMS – HOUS

GOODS - TO
9 drawer dress
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1915 Case Th
Machine bookle
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BANNERS
40” x 13

BUY ONE FOR
$695

GET ONE FO
$350
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“SINCE 1969”
LVINY•RESIDENTIAL
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asi/Vcsi/D Troy Foust AUMC

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

AA

V

Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Vaalentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAYY - FRIDAYY
Custom sizes available.

THE
CLASSF
Find it -B

Sell I
(260) 726-



Page 6 Local/World The Commercial Review
Friday, February 4, 2022

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall,  Jay County
Fairgrounds, Portland

IN.
Saturday Morning

FEBRUARY 12, 2022 AT
9:30 A.M.

ANTIQUES - OLD &
COLLECTORS ITEMS
Monarch Fine Foods
bubble lighted clock;
7UP lighted clock;

Lodge 3 legged dutch
oven with lid; Rockwood
vase; 1930 Black Ameri-
cana alarm clock; Jen-
ning Brother bronze dog;
advertising thermome-
ters; Pontiac Indian

Head radiator cap; old
military pictures; ; Marsh
feed sacks; STANLEY
PLANES:   #4, #6, #73,
4 ½ corrugated, #615
Bedrock, and 5 ¼

smooth; J Creagh and
Ohio Tool plow planes;
early tool box; old pipes;
Zenith radio; wood gear;
child’s chair; and other

items not listed.
RICHARD STACHLER

Loy Auction
AC#31600027 
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons

AU10700085 
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Troy Foust AU1980006

REAL ESTATE AUC-
TION 

Saturday, February 19,
2022 

at 10AM
221 E 900 S-38, Gene-

va, IN 46740
7 +/- acres, 3-4 bed-
rooms, Heated shop,

Barn
Personal Property

Online: 
Starts February 7th at

6PM-
Closing starts February

15th at 6PM
Richard Fifer, Owner 
Sale conducted by
Green Auction – 260-

589-8474. 
See SoldonGreen.com
for details and flyers. 

UPCOMING AUCTIONS
Bricker Auction Compa-
ny 414 N Meridian St.

Portland, IN 
Feb. 5th - Joyce Tipton
Auction Online Only

Auction-
First item will be closing
@ 7:00 PM Pick-up

Address: 710 W Main St
Portland, IN 47371 

There are several great
pieces of furniture,

chicken themed decor,
and many other great

items! 
Previews are held on
Fridays from 12:00 -

5:00 
Download our app

(Bricker Auction Compa-
ny) from your Apple or
Google Play Store to
view our current and

upcoming auctions! Cell:
260-703-0839 Bricker
Auction Company Chad

Bricker-Auctioneer
AU11600027  

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.  

110 HELP WANTED

CDL OTR DRIVER
Flexible home times,
home 3 out of 4 week-
ends. 2019 Coronado 13
spd / Cascadia/Auto.

Can get $1500+ weekly.
3 yrs. CDL exp. req.
RGN, SD exp. helpful.
All miles, drops, down-
time, and weekends are
paid if out. Interested?

260- 273-1245 
CROWNPOINTE OF
PORTLAND is hiring
hard working, dedicated
part time kitchen cook.
Pay is negotiable. Please
apply in house at 745
Patriot Drive, Portland,
IN 47371 or online at
www.cpcommunities.co
m/portland.&#8203; For
questions please call
260-726-3577.&#8203;  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 
PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

SPORTING GOODS/
GUNS & KNIFES Hol-
land Kiwanis Gun &
Knife Show – February
12 & 13, Sat 9-4, Sun 9-
3 - $6 Admission at Hunt-
ingburg Event Center,
200 E. 14th St., Hunting-
burg, IN – 200+ tables.
For more information call
812-536-525 

160 WANTED TO BUY

WANTED TO BUY:
INDIAN Artifact Collec-
tions, Arrowheads, etc.
Call 419-852-6825 ask
for Robin. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 
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By KEN MORITSUGU 
Associated Press

BEIJING — The leaders
of  Russia and China
pushed back against U.S.
pressure on Friday, declar-
ing their opposition to any
expansion of  NATO and
affirming that the island
of  Taiwan is a part of
China, as they met hours
before the Winter
Olympics kicked off  in
Beijing.

Russia’s Vladimir Putin
and China’s Xi Jinping
issued a joint statement
highlighting what it called
“interference in the inter-
nal affairs” of  other
states, as both leaders face
criticism from Washing-
ton over their foreign and
domestic policies.

“Some forces represent-
ing a minority on the
world stage continue to
advocate unilateral
approaches to resolving
international problems
and resort to military poli-
cy,” it read, in a thinly
veiled reference to the U.S.
and its allies.

The two leaders are
looking to project them-
selves as a counterweight
to the U.S.-led bloc, as
China growingly shows
support for Moscow in its
dispute with Ukraine that
threatens to break out into
armed conflict. 

China and Russia are
committed to “deepening
back-to-back strategic
cooperation,” Xi was quot-
ed as telling Putin. 

“This is a strategic deci-
sion that has far-reaching
influence on China, Rus-
sia and the world,” Xi said,
according to the official
Xinhua News Agency.

Faced with a “complex
and evolving internation-
al situation,” the two sides
“strongly support each
other” in confronting
what Xi called “regional
security threats” and
“international strategic
stability,” without directly
naming the U.S.

Putin is the highest-pro-
file guest at the Beijing
Games following the deci-
sion by the U.S., Britain
and others not to send offi-

cials in protest of  China’s
human rights abuses and
its treatment of  Uyghurs
and other Muslim minori-
ties. 

Putin praised “unprece-
dented” close relations
with China, in his opening
remarks to Xi carried by
Russian television.

Relations “are develop-
ing in a progressive way
with a spirit of  friendship
and strategic partner-
ship,” Putin said. “They
have indeed become
unprecedented.” 

Putin highlighted close
economic ties, including a
new contract to supply
China with 10 billion
cubic meters of  gas per
year from eastern Russ-
ian. 

“For our meeting today,
our oilmen have prepared
very good new solutions
for the supply of  hydrocar-
bons to the People’s
Republic of  China, and
another step forward has
been taken in the gas
industry,” Putin said. 

Russia has long been a
key supplier of  oil, gas
and coal for China’s mas-
sive economy, now the
world’s second largest,
along with food stuffs and
other raw materials. 

China’s state-run news
agency reported the two
leaders met at the Diaoyu-
tai State Guesthouse Fri-
day afternoon, but gave no
details. They did not
appear to shake hands
when greeting each other
due to COVID-19 precau-
tions.

Putin also recalled his
presence in Beijing for the
2008 Summer Olympics,
and the Chinese delega-
tion’s attendance at Rus-
sia’s 2014 Winter Games in
Sochi, calling such
exchanges “to a certain
extent a tradition.”

The discussions mark
their first in-person meet-
ing since 2019 and come as
China and Russia increas-
ingly align their foreign
policies bilaterally and in
world bodies such as the
United Nations, in opposi-
tion to the Western bloc
and other major powers. 

Russia and China
push against U.S.

Drug charges
Two Anderson residents

were arrested Tuesday on
drug-related charges.

Jalen D. Blaylock, 23,
1739 E. 36 St., was prelimi-
narily charged with a
Level 5 felony for posses-
sion of  cocaine or a nar-
cotic drug and a Class A
misdemeanor for dealing

marijuana. He was
released from Jay County
Jail on a $13,000 bond.

Sunshine R. Allmond,
22, 325 Edgemound Drive,
was preliminarily charged
with a Level 6 felony for
dealing marijuana. She
was released from Jay
County Jail on a $3,000
bond.

Felony arrests

Continued from page 1
The flight-tracking serv-

ice FlightAware.com
showed more than 9,000
flights in the U.S. sched-
uled for Thursday or Fri-
day had been canceled, on
top of  more than 2,000 can-
cellations Wednesday as
the storm began.

For a second straight
night, Dallas-Fort Worth
International Airport offi-
cials mobilized to accom-
modate travelers stranded
at the American Airlines
hub overnight by flight
cancellations. Wednesday
night, the airport provided

pillows, blankets, diapers
and infant formula to an
estimated 700 marooned
travelers and were ready
Thursday night “to pro-
vide assistance in antici-
pation of  customers who
may need to stay in the ter-
minals,” according to an
airport statement. 

The Ohio Valley was
especially affected Thurs-
day, with 211 flight cancel-
lations at
Cincinnati/Northern Ken-
tucky International Air-
port on Thursday. Nearly
all Thursday afternoon
and evening flights were

canceled at the Louisville
Muhammad Ali Interna-
tional Airport. UPS sus-
pended some operations
Thursday at its Worldport
hub at the airport, a rare
move.

Hundreds of  flights
were canceled or delayed
Friday at LaGuardia Air-
port in New York, Boston’s
Logan Airport and
Newark Liberty Airport.

In Memphis, crews
worked Friday to remove
trees and downed power
lines from city streets,
while those who lost elec-
tricity spent a cold night at

home, or sought refuge at
hotels or homes of  friends
and family. Public works
and utility officials in
Memphis said it could take
days for power to be
restored in the city.

Freezing rain and sleet
that caused ice accumula-
tion on trees — making
them sag and lose heavy
limbs that dropped onto
streets, homes and cars —
stopped Thursday
evening. But banging
sounds from falling tree
limbs continued through
the night in residential
neighborhoods.

Storm ...

Continued from page 1
Highway superintendent Donnie

Corn said he had another early morn-
ing, starting his plowing duties again
at 3 a.m. Most of  the highway depart-
ment’s work this morning consisted
of  clearing east and west-facing coun-
ty roads, which he said were mostly
impassable during the night.

“The wind died down tremendous-
ly, so I think today we’ll be able to get
(the roads) all open and passable, and
tomorrow we’ll focus on widening
(them),” he said about 8 a.m this
morning.

Jay County Sheriff  Dwane Ford
spent part of  his morning checking
out county roads. He anticipated the
cold temperatures would be one of
the largest concerns over the week-
end.

“The roads are slick,” said chief
deputy Ben Schwartz.

Streets in Portland had been signif-
icantly cleared as of  this morning.

Blakely emphasized that members
of  the public wait for snow plow driv-
ers to finish clearing the roads before
venturing outside. Local officials also
praised the community for refraining
from driving Thursday.

“I want to thank the public for stay-
ing off  the roads for us, because it’s
been a big help,” Corn said.

Jay County Sheriff ’s Department

had a few 911 calls during the night.
Highway department workers plowed
a path down county road 400 South
for Jay County Emergency Medical
Service to respond to a call from Sala-
monia about 6:20 p.m. Thursday.

At 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Jay School
Corporation announced that build-
ings would be closed for the third con-
secutive day today. Fort Recovery
Local Schools followed with the
announcement of  today’s closure
about an hour and a half  later.

Portland and Jay County non-emer-
gency government offices are closed
again today.

Jay County and Fort Recovery
school sporting events slated for
Thursday were also called off.

The girls swimming sectional pre-
liminaries at JCHS were moved to
tonight beginning at 5:30 p.m. No
make-up date has yet been announced
for the Patriot boys basketball game
against Southern Wells.

Fort Recovery’s girls basketball
game against Minster was moved to 6
p.m. Monday, with the Midwest Ath-
letic Conference middle schools boys
basketball tournament opening
round shifted to Saturday.

Fort Recovery village administra-
tor Randy Diller noted so far, there
hadn’t been any accidents or large-
scale issues in the village.

“(The) streets are pretty well clear,
all passable,” he said just after 9 a.m.,
estimating parking areas should be
available by noon. “We’re just in the
process now clearing downtown.”

Precipitation in Jay County began
with rain before sunrise Wednesday
and continued throughout the day. It
had shifted to a wintry mix by 5:40
p.m. Wednesday, with snow beginning
to accumulate about 20 minutes later. 

About 4 inches of  snow had fallen
in Portland by 10 p.m. Wednesday,
with 2 more inches on the ground by
6 a.m. Thursday morning. After a
brief  break, snowfall resumed and
continued throughout the day before
finally tapering off  as midnight
approached.

This morning, Blakely was waiting
on the National Weather Service to
release official information on the
amount of  inches in snow the county
received over night.

“It could be because it was such a
widespread storm, there’s so much
data to collect, so I would imagine it’s
just gonna take a little time to get
some good news,” she said.

Jay County was under a travel advi-
sory beginning Wednesday evening,
with that shifting to a watch about
7:15 a.m. Thursday. It was then
bumped up to a travel warning at
12:22 p.m. Thursday.

Hazardous ...

Jeremy Roessner
pushes a snowblower
around a building at the
intersection of Blaine
Pike and Water streets
Thursday morning.

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline
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ROCKFORD and VER-
SAILLES, Ohio — The Tribe’s
quest for a conference title
kicks off  Saturday.

Fort Recovery Middle
School’s seventh grade boys
basketball team begins the
Midwest Athletic Conference
tournament at 1:15 p.m. Sat-
urday against New Knoxville
at Versailles.

The eighth graders begin
on Tuesday.

(The seventh grade Indians
were scheduled to begin tour-
nament play Thursday, but
games were called off
because of  inclement weath-
er.)

Fort Recovery’s seventh
grade team is the No. 7 seed,
and they’ll be the home team
as they play the Rangers on
Saturday afternoon. The win-
ner advances to the quarterfi-
nal against No. 2 seed Coldwa-
ter at 5 p.m. Monday.

Winner of  that quarterfinal
will meet either No. 3 seed St.
John’s or No. 6 seed St. Henry
in the semifinal at 6:15 p.m.
Tuesday.

Top-seeded Marion Local
received a bye to the quarter-
final and awaits the winner
of  No. 8 seed Minster and No.
9 seed Parkway (they play at
noon Saturday). The other
quarterfinal game pits No. 4
Versailles against No. 5 New
Bremen, with the first semifi-
nal slated for 5 p.m. Tuesday.

First-round through semifi-
nal tournament games will be
played at Versailles. The
championship — 10 a.m. Feb.
12 — will be at Parkway in
Rockford.

The entirety of  the eighth
grade tournament will be
played at Parkway. Fort
Recovery, which is the No. 5
seed, opens action with a
quarterfinal matchup against
No. 4 seed St. Henry at 6:45
p.m. Tuesday. Earlier in the
evening, top-seeded St. John’s
will square off  against either
No. 8 Coldwater or No. 9 New
Bremen.

Quarterfinal winners
advance to the semifinal at
5:30 p.m. Thursday.

The other first-round game
has No. 7 Parkway against
No. 10 New Knoxville at 11:15
a.m. Saturday, with the victor
meeting No. 2 Minster at 5:30
p.m. Monday.

No. 3 Versailles and No. 6
Marion Local will play their
quarterfinal matchup at 6:46
p.m. Tuesday, and the winner
moves on to the second semi-
final set for 6:45 p.m. Thurs-
day.

The eighth grade tourna-
ment final will be 11:30 a.m.
Feb. 12.

Tourney
starts
Saturday

Half dozen favorites
Jay County High

School sophomore
Cameron Clark,
right, competes
against Dominic
Litchfield of
Bellmont in their
their 138-pound
championship
match of the IHSAA
sectional
tournament on
Saturday at JCHS.
Clark, a returning
state qualifier, and
10 other Patriots
will wrestle in
Saturday’s
regional, also at
JCHS.

The Patriots sent six
wrestlers to Allen County War
Memorial Coliseum a year ago.

They will have a chance to
match, or surpass, that total
this year.

Six Jay County High School
wrestlers are favored to win
their opening-round matches
Saturday as the Patriots host
the regional tournament begin-
ning at 8:30 a.m. (weather per-
mitting). Another is involved in
a pick ’em match, based on
records. Four more would need
to score upsets to advance.

The top four athletes in each
weight class will advance to
next weekend’s semi-state at the
coliseum in Fort Wayne. That
means the opening match of  the
day is key — winners earn a
spot in the semi-state while
those who lose have their sea-
son come to an end.

The JCHS favorite list for Sat-
urday features sectional cham-
pions No. 7 Tony Wood at 126
pounds, No. 11 Cody Rowles at
113 and Bryce Wenk at 182, sec-
tional runners-up No. 16
Cameron Clark at 138 pounds
and Taye Curtis at 120, and sec-
tional third-place finisher
Ethan Reiley at 132.

Wood (31-2), the 2021 regional

champion at 120 pounds and a
returning state qualifier, will
open his regional day against
Yorktown sophomore Justin
Boone (26-8). A win would give
him a semifinal match against
either Blake Luginbill (16-8) of
Bellmont or Dawson Brooks (21-
8) of  Daleville.

Rowles (30-1), who won the
2021 regional title at 106 pounds
and also qualified for state last
season, has a first-round match
against Winchester freshman
Isaiah Spurlin (21-7). His poten-
tial semifinal opponents are
Bowen Keith (21-4) of  Cowan
and Tate Krueckeberg (14-12) of
Bellmont.

Wenk (31-4) will be looking for
his first semi-state berth after
losing his opening-round
regional match last season. He
starts his day against York-
town’s Thomas Price (8-16),
with Cowan’s Dalton May (22-4)
and Bellmont’s Isaac Friedt (14-
5) as potential semifinal oppo-
nents. His bracket also includes
fifth-ranked Hunter Page (36-1)
of  Monroe Central.

One of  the most interesting
brackets of  the day is at 138
pounds, where Clark is one of
four wrestlers ranked in the top
20 in the state. With a 16-2

record, he starts his day against
Winchetser’s Zach Bates (27-5).
The 2021 state qualifier could
meet 10th-ranked Daleville sen-
ior Julius Gerencser (21-1) in
the semifinals, and No. 6
Dominic Litchfield (33-1) of
Bellmont and No. 11 Dillon Tut-
tle (29-3) of  Delta are on the
opposite side of  the bracket.

Though he placed third in the
sectional, Reiley (28-7) carries
the better record into the
regional as he meets Delta sec-
tional runner-up Ben Edwards
(22-12) of  Yorktown in the open-
ing round. A win would likely
give him a semifinal match
against 10th-ranked Landon
Bertsch (27-1) of  Bellmont.

The toss-up match of  the
opening round for JCHS fea-
tures junior Daniel Moore (19-
6), who placed second in the sec-
tional, against Yorktown’s Joey
Cline (26-8). If  he wins and
earns a semi-state berth, he
would meet No. 15 Ayden
Bollinger (29-2) of  Delta or Wes-
ley Lehman (22-6) of  Adams
Central in the semifinal round.

Each of  the remaining four
Patriots — 145-pounder
Cameron Gage, 160 pounder
A.J. Myers, 195-pounder Ramon
Bravo and 220-pounder Conner

Specht — all face tall tasks in
the opening round.

Gage (19-14), who qualified
for the regional last year but
lost in the opening round, faces
perhaps the most difficult of
the opening-round matches. He
will have to square off  against
unbeaten Cowan senior Tony
Abbott (26-0), who is ranked
fifth in the state.

Specht (23-13) and Bravo (25-
10) also face state-ranked oppo-
nents in their first-round
matches. Specht will have to
deal with Monroe Central's No.
14 (36-1) while Bravo takes on
Daleville's No. 19 Jackson
Ingenito (23-4).

Myers carries a 26-10 record
into the regional tournament
and will meet Monroe Central's
Jonah Jones (35-2) in the first
round.

JCHS is looking to continue a
strong season that has included
championships in the Allen
County Athletic Conference
duals, the Franklin Invitation-
al, the Carroll Super Duals and
the East Central Indiana Clas-
sic. The team was also the run-
ner-up in the Class 2A Indiana
High School Wrestling Coaches
Association team state tourna-
ment.

Six Patriots primed for first-round victories and
a berth in the Feb. 12 semi-state 

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Girls swimming hosts
sectional preliminaries – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys basketball at
Minster – 6 p.m.

Saturday

Jay County — Wrestling hosts region-
al – 9 a.m.; Girls swimming hosts sec-
tional finals – 9 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys baskeball at
Ridgemont  – 6 p.m.; Girls basketball at Tri-
Village – noon; Freshman boys basketball
vs. Coldwater – 10 a.m.; Seventh boys
basketball in Midwest Athletic Conference

Tournament vs. New Knoxville at Ver-
sailles – 1:15 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

7 p.m. — NBA basketball: Chicago
Bulls at Indiana Pacers (BALLY)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Creighton at Seton Hall (FS1)
7:30 p.m. — NHL hockey: NHL All-Star

Skills Challenge (ESPN)
8 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:

Texas at Baylor (ESPN2)
9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

San Diego State at Colorado State (FS1)
10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Philadel-

phia 76ers at Dallas Mavericks (ESPN)
11 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Nevada at Fresno State (FS1)

Saturday
Noon — Men’s college basketball:

Oklahoma at Oklahoma State (ESPN2);
UConn at Villanova (FOX)

Sports on tap
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