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John Young, 88, Portland
Gary Kelly, 71, Portland
Edward Davidson, 71,

rural Portland
Barbara Mills, 77, Pen-

nville
Kate Smith, 27, Pennville
Rhea Wood, 68, Portland
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  46 degrees Mon-
day. The low was 27.

Tonight’s low will be 33.
Expect mostly sunny skies
Wednesday with a high in the
mid 50s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

United Way of  Jay County
and Second Harvest Food
Bank will partner to hold a
free food tailgate from 10 a.m.
to noon Wednesday at Jay
County Fairgrounds.

Income verification is not
required.

Wednesday —Results from
tonight’s JCHS boys basket-
ball sectional opener.

Friday — Coverage of
Thursday’s Portland Board of
Works meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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Jay County Country
Living has six months to
turn its finances around.

If  it doesn’t, the county
may consider closing its
doors.

Jay County Commis-
sioners discussed the
future of  the facility for-
merly known as Jay Coun-
ty Retirement Center on
Monday.

Commissioner Brian
McGalliard noted he’s
been working alongside
temporary director Melis-
sa Blankley, who commis-
sioners officially hired as
temporary director of  Jay
County Country Living on
Monday. She’ll be working
on a part-time or hourly
basis until at least April 1,
with plans to transition
her into a full-time role.
(The decision is subject to
approval from Jay County
Council and Jay County
Personnel Committee,
which will look into
updating the full-time
director’s job description
and compensation.)

McGalliard explained
he learned since 2019
there had been no new
applications made to the
Indiana Residential Care
Assistance program,
despite reports made from
former administration.
(According to a document
distributed during a joint
commissioners and coun-
cil meeting in February,
Jay County Country Liv-
ing had about $203,600 in
uncollected debt from pre-
vious or current resi-
dents.)

In the past few weeks,
Blankley noted, the facili-
ty has submitted six appli-
cations to the program.
Three new residents have
also applied to live at the
facility. If  all applications
are accepted, McGalliard
continued, seven resi-
dents would be paying or
have rent paid by the state
for $1,240 a month, or a
projected difference in
annual income of  about
$104,160.

See Facility page 5

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

DUNKIRK — Water and
sewer bills will be going up.

Dunkirk City Council on
Monday approved 2%
increases to water and
sewer rates, effective June 1.

The 2% increases mean
base rates will go up 54
cents per month — to
$22.92 from the current
$22.48 — for water, and 31
cents per month — to
$16.07 from the current
$15.76 — for sewer.

Dunkirk Mayor Jack
Robbins presented the pro-
posed increases to council
at its Jan. 10 meeting in
accordance with the city’s
five-year utility plan that
was developed in 2019. It
calls for incremental

increases annually in
order to avoid the need for
a single, large increase in
the future.

Monday’s meeting
included the public hear-
ing on the proposed
increases. No members of

the public commented on
the proposal, which coun-
cil members Jesse Bivens,
Bryan Jessup, Kevin
Hamilton and Christy
Curts, absent Tom John-
son, then approved.

See Increases page 5

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Police are investigating the
death of  a Portland man.

Gary Kelly, 71, was found
dead at his Portland  home
early Friday afternoon. While a
cause of  death has not been
finalized, an autopsy Sunday
indicated Kelly had suffered
blunt force trauma to the head,
face and abdomen.

While no charges have been
filed, 49-year-old Jeremy W.
Kelly has been identified as a
suspect in relation to Gary
Kelly’s death. Jeremy Kelly is
Gary Kelly’s son.

A Wayne County Sheriff ’s

Office press release posted to
Facebook on Monday indicated
that Jeremy Kelly “is also a
murder suspect in the death of
his father.” Jay County prosecu-
tor Wes Schemenaur confirmed

police would like to speak with
Kelly about his father’s death.

Gary Kelly was found dead at
his 912 S. Vine St. home about
1:12 p.m. Friday. Jay County
deputy coroner Dustine Hilfik-

er said he observed Kelly had
blunt force trauma to the head,
face and some of  his abdomen
during Sunday’s autopsy. Toxi-
cology results and a final autop-
sy report are still pending and
likely won’t be finalized for at
least a month, he added.

The Wayne County Sheriff ’s
Office press release notes that
deputies responded to a call Fri-
day in the area of  Washington
Road and U.S. 40 in Milton.
Kelly had allegedly arrived at a
house, told the homeowner he
was “the devil” and ordered her
to get into the car he was driv-
ing. The homeowner called 911,
and Kelly left the property driv-

ing east. He was later arrested
on the west side of  Richmond
and is being held in Wayne
County Jail on a $50,000 bond.

Officers found a handgun and
shotgun inside of  Kelly’s car,
which was stolen, according to
the release. His charges in
Wayne County include a Level 4
felony for possession of  a
firearm by a serious, violent
felon, a Class B misdemeanor
for criminal mischief  and a
habitual offender enhancement.

Kelly has been charged in Jay
County courts multiple times,
with a criminal history dating
back to 1995.

See Investigation page 2

Death under investigation
Jeremy Kelly has been

named as a suspect in the
death of his father Gary

Young dies at 88
Commissioners
plan to review
Jay County

Country Living
in 6 months

Facility
given
time to
improve
finances

John G. Young, tireless advo-
cate for his community, died Fri-
day in Zionsville. 

He was 88.
Young had served as president

and CEO of  Jay Garment Com-
pany, spent 18 years on the Earl-
ham College board of  trustees
and most recently, along with his
wife Gretchen, was a major con-
tributor to the Arts Place expan-
sion and renovation project.
(Gretchen Young died March 26,
2020.)

The Youngs committed more
than $260,000 toward the Arts
Place expansion, including a
$200,000 matching gift that

helped push the capital cam-
paign to the edge of  its $2.4 mil-
lion goal. The project included
various improvements to the
existing building on what is now
known as the Jay County Cam-
pus of  Arts Place and the con-
struction of  a new visual arts
building across the street.

John celebrated his 88th birth-
day last year at an Arts Place
event that included the
announcement that a section of
the facility would be named the
“Young Music Education Wing”
in their honor.

“It just became a very mean-
ingful way to remember my

wife,” said Young, who was on
the capital campaign cabinet.

“There are few places in the
United States that can claim
this,” he added at an October
event to celebrate the completion
of  the project. “It means rein-
forcement, the belief  of  me and
my family, and a community that
cannot be matched.”

Young, who was born in Port-
land on June 3, 1933, graduated
from Portland High School in
1952 and earned a bachelor’s
degree in psychology from Earl-
ham in 1955. He studied at
Princeton University’s Woodrow
Wilson School of  Public and

International Affairs and com-
pleted his master’s degree at
Trinity University. He and
Gretchen were married in 1957
and moved to Texas, where John
was stationed in the U.S. Army.

They returned to Jay County
after completion of  John’s mili-
tary service, and he followed his
grandfather and father in work-
ing at Jay Garment Company in
Portland. He later served as pres-
ident and CEO of  Jay Garment
and was on the board of  the
American Apparel Manufactur-
ers Association and its Technical
Advisory Committee.

See Young page 5
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John Young grins while celebrating his 88th birthday on June 3 during an Arts Place event to announce new names
for its renovated and expanded facility in Portland. Young, who was former president at CEO of Jay Garment Company, a
member of the Earlham College Board of Trustees for 18 years and a civic leader, died Friday at the agre of 88.

Former Portland resident headed Jay Garment,
served on Earlham board and was a civic leader

Dunkirk council OKs rate increases
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Contracted Swimming Lesson Instructor position opening at the Arthur
& Gloria Muselman Wellness Pavilion. Evening hours and flexible
schedule. Previous teaching experience preferred; must enjoy
teaching children; must be comfortable in water. Next available
teaching opportunity would be May & June 2022.

Interested applicants may send resumes to: 
Briana Eicher, Director

Arthur & Gloria Muselman Wellness Pavilion
1201 Emmental Drive

Berne, IN 46711
brianae@swissvillage.org

Application deadline: March 8th, 2022

CONTRACTED EVENING SWIMMING
LESSON INSTRUCTOR

SERVICES
Wednesday

Mills, Barbara: 2 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Commerce
St., Portland.

Thursday
Davidson, Edward: 11

a.m.,Baird-Freeman Funeral
Home, 221 N. Meridian St., Port-
land.

Smith, Kate: 2 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Commerce
St., Portland.

Friday
Kelly, Gary: 2 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Commerce
St., Portland.

Saturday
Monger, Phillip: Noon, First

Baptist Church, 1601 South A St.,

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

Failed to appear
A Portland man was

arrested for failing to
appear in court and vio-
lating his probation Sat-
urday.

Brian M. Ferner, 32,
1085 N. 600 East, has three
original Level 6 felony
charges for operating a
vehicle while intoxicated,
resisting law enforcement
by vehicle and unlawful
possession of  a syringe,
along with a Class A mis-
demeanor for domestic
battery and a Class C mis-
demeanor for reckless
driving. He was also pre-
liminarily charged Satur-
day with a Class A misde-
meanor for resisting law
enforcement and a Class
C misdemeanor for pos-
session of  paraphernalia.

He’s being held in Jay
County Jail on a $2,200
bond.

Continued from page 1
His past charges

include domestic battery,
strangulation, criminal
confinement, operating a
vehicle while intoxicated
and resisting law enforce-
ment.

Schemenaur said Port-
land police have been
actively working on the
investigation with Indi-
ana State Police. Port-

land Police Chief  Mitch
Sutton said his depart-
ment may have more
information to release by
the end of  today. Scheme-
naur also hopes to have a
decision made by the end
of  today on any potential
charges.

In Indiana, murder car-
ries a sentence of  45 to 65
years with an advisory
sentence of  55 years.

Investigation ...
John Young

June 3, 1933-Feb. 25, 2022
John Griffith Young, a loving hus-

band, father, grandfather, great-
grandfather, community leader and
philanthropist of  Portland, Indiana,
passed away in Zionsville on Feb. 25,
2022.

His parents were Mary Elizabeth
(Easterday) and Roy Dwight Young of
Portland. He was born on June 3,
1933, in Portland. 

He is survived by daughters Rebec-
ca Hilinda (Phil) Walsh, Mechanics-
burg, Pennsylvania, Melissa (Kevin)
Schmidt, Zionsville,
Indiana, Jennifer
(Dave) Liles and Mil-
ford, Ohio; and son
John David (Amy
McClung) Young, Sig-
nal Mountain, Ten-
nessee. He is also sur-
vived by 14 grandchil-
dren; and eight great-
grandchildren, as well
as a sister, Rebecca (Lowell) Strohl,
Naples, Florida, and brother, Thomas
Hendrix (Joyce Hummel) Young, Bilt-
more Forest, North Carolina.

He was predeceased by his wife
Gretchen Louise (Schultze) Young;
and brother Philip Dwight Young.

John attended Portland High
School where he was the class of  1952
president and an active member in
Future Farmers of  America. Follow-
ing graduation John attended Earl-
ham College in Richmond, Indiana,
where he met the love of  his life,
Gretchen Louise Schultze Young.
John graduated from Earlham in 1955
with a bachelor’s degree in psycholo-
gy and continued his education at the
Princeton Woodrow Wilson School of
Business. Following Gretchen’s grad-
uation from Earlham the couple was
married on June 22, 1957 in Dayton,
Ohio, and remained so for 62 years
until she passed away in 2020. They
first lived in San Antonio, Texas,
where John was stationed with the
U.S. Army.  

After completing John’s military
service, they returned to Jay County
where John followed in his father’s
and grandfather’s footsteps and
began employment at the Jay Gar-
ment Company in Portland. During
his tenure at the Jay Garment, John
was President and CEO for many
years. He was active on the board of
the American Apparel Manufactur-
ers Association and served on the
Technical Advisory Committee. 

Serving the Portland and Jay Coun-
ty community was important to
John. He was instrumental in the
consolidation of  five high schools
into what is now known as Jay Coun-
ty High School. John was an active
member of  First Presbyterian
Church of  Portland, where he and
Gretchen both served in many leader-
ship roles and enjoyed singing in the
choir. He served on numerous boards,
including MainSource Bank (former-
ly The Peoples Bank), Jay County
Hospital, Conner Prairie and Earl-
ham College and was a member of
Rotary International. John believed
in giving back to the community and
was very involved in The Portland

Foundation, Portland Pool and Port-
land Water Park, and Arts Place.

John loved the outdoors and was an
avid gardener. He was instrumental
in establishing a community garden
as well as contributing to the local
Farmers Market. In addition, he
enjoyed raising beef  cattle and main-
tained a herd for many years while
encouraging his children’s involve-
ment in 4-H.          

There will be no calling at this time
and a service to celebrate his life will
be held at a later date.

Memorials can be made to The
Portland Foundation or Arts Place.

Gary Kelly
Aug. 28, 1950-Feb. 25, 2022

Gary W. Kelly, age 71, a resident of
Portland, passed away on Friday, Feb.
25, 2022, at his home in Portland. 

Gary was born on Aug. 28, 1950, in
Portland, Indiana, the son of  Mal-
colm and Patty Jo
(Derringer) Kelly. He
graduated from Port-
land High School in
1968 and retired from
The Portland Forge in
Portland. Gary was a
member of  Portland
Elks Lodge, Portland
Masonic Lodge, VFW
in Fort Recovery, Port-
land Moose Lodge and H.A.M. Radio
Club. 

Gary enjoyed fishing, riding his
Harley and mower and watching
NASCAR. Gary loved his dogs Abby
and Walter.

Survivors include:
His father — Malcolm Kelly, Port-

land, Indiana 
His children — Sherie Beck, Tuc-

son, Arizona, Jeremy Kelly, Portland,
Indiana, Sabrina McCammon, Cen-
terville, Indiana, and Travis Kelly,
Portland, Indiana 

One brother — Ed Kelly (wife: Shel-
ba), Ansonia, Ohio 

Five grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren

Visitation will be held on Friday
from noon to 2 p.m. at Williamson-
Spencer and Penrod Funeral Home in
Portland. Funeral services will follow
at 2 p.m. on Friday at the funeral
home. Pastor Nanette Weesner will
officiate the service and burial will
follow at Green Park Cemetery in
Portland. 

Condolences may be expressed at
williamsonspencer.com.

Edward Davidson
Sept. 10, 1950-Feb. 27, 2022

Edward W. Davidson, age 71, of
rural Portland passed away Sunday,
Feb. 27, 2022, at his residence.

He was born in Portland on Sept.
10, 1950, the son of  Robert and Edna
Maxine (Glassford) Davidson. He was
married on Feb. 21, 1974, to Paula Hin-
son who survives. 

Ed served in the National Guard
during the Vietnam era, was a 1968
Bryant High School graduate and
member of  the NRA. He was a life-
long farmer and enjoyed horseback
riding and hunting.

Surviving are his wife Paula; two

sons, Jason Davidson
(wife: Sarah) of
Bryant and Daniel
Davidson of  Portland;
one daughter, Carey
Brunswick (husband:
Greg) of  Bryant; one
brother, Rob Davidson
of  Portland; three sis-
ters, Cindy Piper (hus-
band: Tom) of  Celina, Sandra
Sanders of  Bryant and Tracy John-
son (husband: Curt) of  Lynn; and
eight grandchildren, Charlie,
Mitchel, Ivan and Lizzy Brunswick,
Kylie, Max, Andrew and Eli David-
son.

Funeral services will be Thursday,
March 3, 2022, at 11 a.m. in the Baird-
Freeman Funeral Home with Fr. Dan
Layden presiding. Burial will follow
in the Gravel Hill Cemetery. Visita-
tion will be Wednesday from 4 to 7
p.m. and 10 to 11 a.m. on Thursday.

Memorials can be made to the Jay
County Cancer Society.

Condolences may be expressed at
bairdfreeman.com.

Barbara Mills
May 15, 1944-Feb. 25, 2022

Barbara Mills, age 77, earned her
angels wings and is resting in the
arms of  Jesus. She passed away on
Feb. 25, 2022, at IU Health Ball Memo-
rial Hospital in Muncie. She was a
resident of  Pennville.

Barbara was born on May 15, 1944,
in Union City, Indiana, the daughter
of  Charles and Marie (Garringer)
Burk. She graduated
from Union City
Wayne High School in
1962 and married
Phillip Mills Sr. on
Oct. 20, 1961. He passed
away on July 5, 2013. 

Barbara was a mem-
ber of  St Mary
Catholic Church in
Dunkirk and worked
in the lab at Ball Memorial Hospital
in Muncie. She also worked in patient
care at Jay County Hospital and
retired from Walmart after 13 years.

Barbara enjoyed fishing, playing
bingo, cookouts with family and her
grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren. She loved her dog Annie.  

Survivors include:
Two sons — Brian Mills (wife:

Chastity), Portland, and Todd Mills
(wife: Missy), Portland 

One sister — Cheryl Bruner (hus-
band: Jim), Portland 

Cousin/sister — Treva Dotson,
Dunkirk 

Twelve grandchildren and 24 great-
grandchildren

She was preceded in death by her
husband, Philip Sr.; son Philip Jr.; sis-
ter Emma Joan Burk; and grandson,
Jeffery Allen Mills. 

Visitation will be held on Wednes-
day from noon to 2 p.m. at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland. Services
to celebrate Barbara’s life will follow
at 2 p.m. on Wednesday at the funeral
home. Burial will follow at Lawndale
Cemetery, east of  Ridgeville. 

See page 5

Obituaries

Felony
arrests

Today
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Pennville
Town Council, town
hall, 105 N. Washington
St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia

Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works,
mayor’s office, city hall,
321 N. Meridian St.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................7.24
April corn ................7.26
May corn..................7.26

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................7.26
April corn ................7.31
May corn..................7.31

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................7.22
April corn ................7.21
Beans ......................16.63
April beans ............16.72

Wheat ...................... 9.66
April wheat ............ 9.74

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................7.21
Late March corn......7.21
Beans ......................16.73
Late March beans..16.74
June wheat.............. 9.45

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................7.21
April corn ................7.21
Beans ......................16.42
April beans ............16.47
March wheat............9.44

Lotteries

On March 1, 1974,
seven people, including
former Nixon White
House aides H.R. Halde-
man and John D.
Ehrlichman, former
Attorney General John
Mitchell and former
assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Robert Mardian,
were indicted on charges
of  conspiring to obstruct
justice in connection
with the Watergate
break-in. (These four
defendants were convict-
ed in January 1975,
although Mardian’s con-
viction was later
reversed.)
In 1815, Napoleon,

having escaped exile in
Elba, arrived in Cannes,
France, and headed for
Paris to begin his “Hun-
dred Days” rule.
In 1867, Nebraska

became the 37th state as
President Andrew John-
son signed a proclama-
tion.
In 1893, inventor

Nikola Tesla first pub-

licly demonstrated radio
during a meeting of  the
National Electric Light
Association in St. Louis
by transmitting electro-
magnetic energy without
wires.
In 1932, Charles A.

Lindbergh Jr., the 20-
month-old son of  Charles
and Anne Lindbergh,
was kidnapped from the
family home near
Hopewell, New Jersey.
(Remains identified as
those of  the child were
found the following May.)
In 1945, President

Franklin D. Roosevelt,
back from the Yalta Con-
ference, proclaimed the
meeting a success as he
addressed a joint session
of  Congress.
In 2007, heavy rain

and melting snow led to
flooding, with significant
issues on Rick Drive in
Dunkirk. Other serious
flooding was in the area
of  county roads 800
North and 900 North.

—AP and The CR

CR almanac

55/28 36/26 45/37 62/52 65/44
Mostly

sunny skies
are expected
Wednesday,
with the high
reaching up to
55 degrees.

Rain may
continue into
Sunday with
40% chance
of showers.
The low may
dip to 44
degrees. 

Saturday
has a 30%
chance of
rain after 1
p.m. and a
greater
chance at
night.

Thursday
will likely be
partly sunny,
with the low
dipping to 26
degrees in the
evening.

Friday’s
forecast also
shows partly
sunny skies,
with a high
near 45
degrees.

Wednesday
3/2

Thursday
3/3

Friday
3/4

Saturday
3/5

Sunday
3/6

Powerball
Monday
7-21-39-47-55
Powerball: 19
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot: $73

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $102

million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 8-2-5
Daily Four: 8-0-9-5
Quick Draw: 2-5-12-13-

14-15-19-20-21-23-25-32-38-
49-50-60-68-69-73-74

Evening
Daily Three: 2-9-4
Daily Four: 0-5-7-2
Quick Draw: 2-4-7-13-14-

15-25-26-32-38-40-49-50-55-

56-57-59-65-78-79
Cash 5: 9-19-20-21-30
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 4-5-8
Pick 4: 4-1-6-3
Pick 5: 3-2-9-7-5
Evening
Pick 3: 4-9-3
Pick 4: 3-5-2-0
Pick 5: 7-7-8-0-4   
Rolling Cash 5: 13-16-25-

31-39
Estimated jackpot:

$412,000
Classic Lotto: 1-6-27-33-

37-44
Kicker: 6-0-1-5-3-8
Jackpot: $23 million

Young

Kelly

Davidson

Mills



DEAR ABBY: I couldn’t be happier
for my friends who are embarking on
the next chapter of  their lives with
their partners, but I’m becoming
increasingly anxious about their
bachelorette parties. When did the
bachelorette party become such a big
production? While I have attended my
fair share, I think they are getting
increasingly extravagant and pricey. 

I’m trying to prioritize my own next
step in life, which is buying a home,
and it feels like I’m being “invited” to
spend a significant chunk of  my sav-
ings over the course of  a few months. 

The bachelorette party I’m most
concerned about is for a wedding in
which I have been asked to be a brides-
maid. For this reason, I feel obligated
to attend. The cost associated with the
weekend is $2,500 per person and will
total $20,000 for three days. This
equals three months of  rent for me,
and I’m finding it hard to justify this
kind of  expense. I get anxious think-
ing about the other expenses —
flights, accommodations, gifts — and
time-off  requests from work. 

My first instinct is to say “No,” but
it’s hard to refuse a bride who is so
important to me. I want to be support-
ive and involved during this exciting
time for her. How much is too much?

What is the proper etiquette for being
in the wedding party and attending
the bachelorette party? Should I have
asked about this before accepting to
be in the bridal party? — ANXIOUS
ATTENDANT
DEAR ANXIOUS ATTENDANT:

Yes, you should have asked the
bride before accepting her invita-
tion to join the wedding party. And
it is not too late to speak up. Con-
trary to popular belief, bache-
lorette parties and weddings do
NOT “go together like a horse and
carriage.” TALK with your friend.
Explain that all of  the costs (trav-
el, outfit and wedding gift) are
more than you can afford. If  you
do, she may tell you it’s enough
that you travel to and participate
in the wedding. However, if  she
doesn’t, back out so she can
replace you.

Party costs add up

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
THE LANDING — A 12-

step program for those in
sixth through 12th grade
will meet at 5:55 p.m. each
Tuesday at 2nd Chance at
Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 703-0777 or (260) 726-
5273.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-

based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. each Tuesday at
Church of  God of  Prophe-
cy, 797 N. Creagor Ave. in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-9334.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday at Har-
mony Cafe, 121 N. Meridi-
an St. 

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

STRESS AND ANXIETY
CLASS — Meets each
Wednesday at 2nd Chance
at Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 726-9625 or (260) 703-
0534.

Thursday
SENIOR CITIZENS

CARD CLUB — Will meet
at 1 p.m. on the first, sec-
ond, third and fifth Thurs-
day of  each month at Jay
Community Center.

PTSD SUPPORT
GROUP — Meets at 6 p.m.
every Thursday at the
Portland American
Legion Post, 211 W. Walnut
St., Portland.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 
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By DIANA DOLECKI
Special to The Commercial Review

We celebrated my broth-
er Michael’s birthday on
Sunday. We met up with
Michael, his wife Diane,
our brother David and his
wife, Apryl. We went into
the restaurant first and
waited for the others. While
we were waiting, a guy
came in twice, looked
around and left. Turns out
he was one of  their school
chums. They had run into
him earlier and invited him
and his wife to join us.

We knew him as Wiggy. It
seems that in school he had
a huge, wavy blonde afro
haircut that looked like a
wig gone bad. Hence, the
nickname. In the past sev-
eral years his hair calmed
down. When they referred
to him by his given name of
Brian, I had no idea who
they were talking about.

Once everyone arrived,
the conversation began. We
learned David and Apryl’s
dog is in bad shape. He’s old
and has a tumor. He will be
put to sleep humanely
sometime this week. He
was a really good dog. 

While we were on the
subject of  pets, they asked
if  we were getting another
cat. I said no. I like being
able to get up in the middle
of  the night and not having

to worry about stepping on
a fresh hairball.

At some point the conver-
sation turned to when
Michael burned the barn
down. At that time they
were living at Grandma’s
house. (Grandma had a
stroke and once Medicare
quit paying for the nursing
home, she was sent home.)
Mom and her family moved
in to take care of  her as best
they could.

Michael had comman-
deered the milk house as a
peaceful place to work on
his car. He found a potbelly
stove in the barn. He and
his friends loaded up the
stove with wood and coal.
The body of  the stove was
cherry red.

He left the stove burning
while he took one of  his
friends home. By the time
he returned the sparks had
escaped from the exhaust
pipe Michael had hung out
of  the barn window. The
sparks made their way to
the haymow. The barn was
history. This was the first

time I had heard anything
about hay. It seems that
every time I hear the story
a little tidbit of  informa-
tion is added.

The conversation turned
to guns, jobs, the price of
gas and Ukraine. I sat back
and listened. Michael and
his wife have found a
church they like. There is a
service in Spanish after the
service in English. Neither
of  them speak Spanish but
Michael did express admi-
ration for the choir. Not
being able to understand
the words made the songs
sound more beautiful than
they did in English.

The preacher has offered
Michael a position on the
church board but Michael
thinks it will take too much
time and has turned it
down. Diane helps clean
the church after the servic-
es are over.

By the time the conversa-
tion slowed we were ready
to leave. We said our good-
byes and headed for home.
The way we celebrate birth-
days is different these days.
A good meal at a restaurant
takes the place of  meeting
at Mom’s. Cake and pres-
ents are absent. But the
best present of  all is all of
us getting together to
remember the way we used
to be.

As I
See It

Community Calendar

Reunions are the best gift

50th anniversary

Rodney and LuAnn Fugiett -1972

Rodney and
LuAnn Fugiett

The Fugietts are celebrating 50 years
together Thursday.

LuAnn (Heston) and Rodney Fugiett were
married March 3, 1972, at Christian Church
Parsonage of  Redkey by Reverend Larry
Music. The lifelong Redkey residents are
both retired. LuAnn retired after 28 years as
a Jay Schools teacher, and Rodney retired as
a family service counselor from Gardens of
Memory. 

They have two children, Brooks (Cassie)
Fugiett and Adam (Cathy) Fugiett of  Redkey.
Their grandchildren are Daniel, Sophia,
Luke, Carter and Paisley. The Fugietts plan
to celebrate with a vow renewal and recep-
tion at 2:30 p.m. March 13 at Redkey Faith
Ministries, 9811 Indiana 67. Rodney and LuAnn Fugiett - 2022

Dear
Abby
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By NATE LAMAR
By the time this is published,

Kyiv may have fallen. But
Ukraine’s comedian turned
president, Volodymyr Zelenskyy,
has admirably led his people by
example, and refused evacuation
out of  the country.

The first Ukrainian-American
I ever met was Lubomir
(“Louie”). We started plebe year
together at West Point. Thanks
to Louie, I visited my first East-
ern Orthodox church, which
met in the basement of  the
Cadet Chapel. Unfortunately, he
resigned shortly thereafter.

While Louie was true to his
faith, it is sad that religion is
being perverted by Russian
President Vladimir Putin as par-
tial justification for his inva-
sion. In 2019, Eastern Orthodox
Patriarch Bartholomew in Con-
stantinople (Istanbul) granted
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
independence from the Russian
Orthodox Church, led by Patri-
arch Kirill, who calls Putin’s
opponents in Ukraine, “evil
forces.” The world is now seeing
Slavic Orthodox Christians
killing each other.

Admittedly, I am no expert but
have done some business with
Ukraine. I have more experience
in the Balkans, where religion
was similarly used as an excuse
for bloodshed. This included
genocide in Bosnia and Herze-
govina in the mid 1990s, followed
by warfare between Serbia and
Kosovo a few years later. In both
cases, nominal Christians and
nominal Muslims were killing
each other, using religion as a
pretext.

Vladimir Putin was a good
Communist. As such, according
to Wikipedia, he served as a KGB
foreign intelligence officer from
1975 to 1991. After the fall of
Communism, he suddenly
believed in democracy – and the
Russian Orthodox Church.

He began his political career

in Saint Petersburg in 1991. In
1996, he joined the administra-
tion of  Russia’s first democrati-
cally elected president, Boris
Yeltsin. He served as director of
the Federal Security Service
(FSB) and secretary of  the Secu-
rity Council from 1998 to 1999. In
1999, he was appointed prime
minister. 

When Yeltsin resigned in 1999,
Putin became acting president.
He was elected to a full-term in
2000 and re-elected in 2004.
Term-limited, in 2008 he became
prime minister.

In 2012, Putin was “elected”
president again, and extended
his term until 2018, when he was
“re-elected.” Following a 2021
referendum, Putin signed into
law a constitutional amendment
which could extend his presi-
dency until 2036.

Clearly, Putin became an
authoritarian dictator and fan-
cies himself  “czar” of  a Russian
empire he is trying to revive by
force, even by using flamethrow-
ers, which are banned by Proto-
col III of  the Convention on Cer-
tain Conventional Weapons, in
Ukraine.

As Ukraine has the world’s
deepest topsoil (Rush County
has second deepest), it was the
breadbasket of  the former Sovi-
et Union. During the height of
the Great Depression, a few
years before the Holocaust, Sovi-
et dictator Josef  Stalin
unleashed on Ukraine the
“Holodomor,” a genocide by
man-made famine in 1932 and
1933. 

Despite Soviet dictator Nikita
Krushchev giving Crimea to
Ukraine in 1954, it was invaded
and taken by Russia after it host-
ed the 2014 Sochi Winter
Olympics. Shortly before the
2008 Beijing Summer Olympics,
Russia invaded Georgia, and
still occupies Abkhazia and
South Ossetia. 

Considering Russia’s invasion
of  Ukraine following the 2022
Beijing Winter Olympics, we can
only speculate where Putin
might invade before or after the
2024 Paris Summer Olympics.

Oleg Gostomelsky was a year
behind me at West Point. Born
in Kyiv, he grew up in Syracuse,
New York. He and I now serve
together on the Indiana District

Export Council. Oleg is vice
president of  International Oper-
ations for Mursix in Yorktown.
Over occasional lunches with
Oleg, I have learned much about
Ukraine. In fact, he told me that
on the first day of  the invasion,
Russians briefly captured (and
then Ukraine recaptured) the
town of  Gostomel, his ancestral
hometown.

During this time of  crisis,
Indiana should be thankful for
leaders such as U.S. Sen. Todd
Young (R-Indiana), a Marine
Corps veteran and fellow service
academy graduate, on the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee and Ukrainian-American
Congresswoman Victoria
Spartz.

We must not let our guard
down during this time.

China may try to take advan-
tage of  a distracted world and
invade Taiwan.

In the meantime, let’s keep the
valiant people of  Ukraine in our
prayers.

••••••••••
LaMar, an international man-

ager, served as president of  Henry
County Council from 2009 to 2019.

Answer Ukraine’s cry for freedom

Bloomberg Opinion
Judging U.S. fiscal policy

just now is unusually diffi-
cult. As the pandemic
appears to recede, the eco-
nomic outlook is hard to
assess, and President Joe
Biden’s priorities are still
in flux. No hard and fast
rules guide policymakers’
choices in such circum-
stances. Still, a couple of
general principles deserve
more attention than
they’re getting.

The first is that, in the
short run, Congress should
pay attention to the Federal
Reserve’s options for dis-
charging its mandate, and
aim to support those efforts
as best it can. The other is
that longer-term fiscal
pressures shouldn’t be
ignored. The sooner
they’re recognized and
addressed, the less disrup-
tive the remedies will be.

The immediate problem
is an excess of  demand rel-
ative to available supply.
This has caused inflation
to surge much more power-
fully than most economists
expected, confronting the
Fed with an extremely del-
icate challenge — to tight-
en monetary policy ade-
quately without tipping
the economy back into a
recession. A top priority
for fiscal policy should be
to avoid making this task
more difficult.

You might ask, why
worry? The budget deficit
is falling as pandemic pro-
grams expire. The surge in
inflation helps the arith-
metic, as well, by boosting
tax revenue. In January,
thanks partly to timing
effects, the government’s
budget was actually in sur-
plus, to the tune of  $119 bil-
lion. In the first four
months of  the current fis-
cal year, the deficit was
roughly $250 billion —
down from nearly $750 bil-
lion in the first four
months of  fiscal 2021.

Tempting as it is to think
otherwise, this doesn’t
mean there’s space to deliv-
er fresh stimulus. Regard-
less of  any further fiscal
action, the Fed is expecting
to raise interest rates start-
ing next month, and the
only question is whether
its intended gradual
increase will be enough to
get inflation back under
control.

New tax cuts (such as a
suspension of  the gas tax,
proposed by some Democ-

rats with the midterm elec-
tions in mind) or increases
in short-term net spending
(through a repackaged
Build Back Better plan,
subsidies contained in the
America Competes Act
recently passed by the
House, additional Covid-
response spending, and so
forth) risk adding to the
excess demand that the Fed
will soon be struggling to
suppress.

In some cases, to be sure,
new spending really is nec-
essary. It should be paid for
— and genuinely, not by
means of  the accounting
gimmicks the administra-
tion has favored up to now.

The longer-term outlook
also advises restraint.
Granted, the same inflation
that’s boosting revenues
has also expanded the
economy in nominal
terms, helping to check the
rise in public debt held by
the public as a proportion
of  gross domestic product.
Even so, this ratio now
stands at close to 100%, the
highest it’s been since the
1940s.

Current policy points to
ongoing deficits of  more
than $1 trillion a year for
the rest of  this decade. The
fiscal relief  from faster
inflation is likely to be tem-
porary. Higher interest
rates will increase the cost
of  servicing the govern-
ment’s debts. And looming
demographic pressures on
public spending are enor-
mous, thanks to rapidly ris-
ing health-care costs and
surging outlays for Social
Security. In its most recent
long-range forecast, the
Congressional Budget
Office projected that the
ratio of  debt to GDP would
be roughly 200% by 2050.

A sudden severe tighten-
ing of  fiscal policy would
be unwise while the
prospects for the recovery
are still in doubt. But con-
fusion over the short-term
outlook and the strictly
temporary healing powers
of  inflation don’t make
prudent fiscal control any
less necessary. Just the
opposite. It has never been
more important to spend
taxpayer dollars cautiously.

Congress should
not make job harder

By LEANA S. WEN
Special To The Washington Post

The CDC finally got masking right.
After months of  pleading from gover-
nors, local officials, educators and
health experts, their new recommen-
dations make clear that masks are no
longer required in much of  the Unit-
ed States — including in most
schools.

Previously, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention’s sole deter-
mining factor for whether a commu-
nity needed to implement masking
was case counts. This made sense in
2020 and early 2021, when surges in
infections invariably led to over-
whelmed hospitals and deaths. But
vaccines have rendered COVID-19 far
less severe. In areas with high levels
of  immunity from vaccination or
prior infection, cases can be high, but
hospitalizations remain low. The risk
to society now correlates with severe
infection, not positive tests, so it’s rea-
sonable to shift the threshold for gov-
ernment-imposed restrictions.

The CDC’s new metrics are pre-
dominantly based on COVID-19 hospi-
talizations as well as hospital capaci-
ty. Because severe illness lags infec-
tion by one to two weeks, the CDC
also takes into account community
infection rates. For example, there is
a lower threshold of  hospitalizations
needed to trigger masking if  the over-
all infection rates are more than 200
cases per 100,000 people in the past
seven days.

Importantly, the guidelines leave
open the possibility that these met-
rics might need to change in the
future should a new variant arise that
escapes vaccine immunity. Instead of
viewing masking as an on-off  switch,
the CDC makes the case that mitiga-
tion measures are more like a dial.
Depending on changing circum-
stances, restrictions can be turned up
or down.

Beyond the rationale for the revi-
sion, the CDC deserves recognition
for its newfound clarity of  messag-

ing. I appreciated the easily under-
stood orange, yellow and green cate-
gorizations: When concern for severe
illness is very high (orange), every-
one should mask; when they are low
(green), everyone could unmask; in
between (yellow), people can decide
whether to mask depending on their
medical circumstances and risk toler-
ance.

I especially applaud the CDC for its
bold — albeit overdue — stance on
masking in schools. It was poor policy
for some states to drop virtually all
indoor mask mandates but continue
imposing them in schools, when chil-
dren are at far lower risk from the
virus and, unlike adults, could expe-
rience harm from prolonged mask-
ing. The CDC isn’t going so far as to
say that schools should end masking,
but is recommending that mask
requirements in schools align with
the rest of  the communities they are
in.

At current rates, about 70% of
Americans live in green or yellow
zones. That means about 70% of  stu-
dents are in schools that could end
mandatory school masking now. This
is a dramatic change from the CDC’s
prior guidance, which — when based
only on case counts — would have
required masking in more than 96%
of  the country and virtually all
schools.

The revised guidance will surely
anger people on both sides. Some will
argue that the CDC should have
ended mandatory masking altogether
and that masks should be a matter of
individual choice everywhere. I don’t
think this is a responsible stance,

because masks — especially high-
quality N95, KN95 or KF94 masks —
remain an important tool to prevent
disease transmission and ensuring
that hospitals are not overwhelmed.
More dangerous variants might
emerge, and federal health officials
need to set the expectations that
masks might be needed in the future.

Others will be upset that the
changes go too far and leave behind
the immunocompromised and chil-
dren under 5. I understand the frus-
tration; it is unfair that many will get
to move on to reclaim normalcy while
some cannot. But there is a cost to
keeping blanket restrictions in place.

Plus, there are other ways to pro-
tect vulnerable populations. The
Biden administration must commit
to doing far more to make antiviral
treatments and preventive antibodies
available to them. The federal govern-
ment should make N95s or their
equivalent widely accessible and free
of  charge to all who want to keep
masking. Businesses can also do their
part, for example, by designating spe-
cific hours for shoppers during which
everyone must don high-quality
masks. No matter what guidance the
CDC released, it would been accused
of  going too far or not far enough.
This time, I think it has it about right.
Of  course, I wish this guidance
arrived a few weeks earlier, before
governors took it upon themselves to
remove mandates in nearly all states.
Still, it’s better late than never, and
I’m relieved that the CDC has finally
signaled that we need to live with
COVID-19 and remove restrictions
while we can, with the understanding
that they might need to return in the
future.

••••••••••
Wen, a Washington Post contribut-

ing columnist who writes the newslet-
ter The Checkup with Dr. Wen, is a pro-
fessor at George Washington Universi-
ty’s Milken Institute School of  Public
Health. Previously, she served as Balti-
more’s health commissioner.

CDC gets guidance right

Nate
LaMar

Guest
Editorial

Leana
S. Wen
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Continued from page 1
In addition to his contri-

butions to the Arts Place
capital campaign, he
teamed up with  Rob Weav-
er to head the fundraising
effort for Portland Water
Park. He was also a past
president of  Portland
Rotary Club, served on the
Jay County Hospital Board
and was one of  the leaders
of  Jay County farmer’s
market. He was involved in
the consolidation of  Port-
land, Dunkirk, Redkey,
Pennville and Bryant high
schools into Jay County
High School in 1975.

In addition to his service
as an Earlham trustee, he
also chaired the Earlham

Foundation, spending 10
years on its board. In 2018,
he received the college’s
distinguished service
award.

He was also a member
of  the board of  directors
of  Conner Prairie Muse-
um.

He and Gretchen were
also active in First Presby-
terian Church in Portland,
serving in various leader-
ship roles. 

John and Gretchen
moved to a retirement
community in Zionsville
in 2018.

Services to celebrate
Young’s life will be held at
a later date. For his full
obituary, see page 2.

Continued from page 1
City attorney Wes

Schemenaur also present-
ed council with a draft of
an ordinance update he has
been working on with
police chief  Dane Mum-
bower. It addresses “nui-
sances,” with a focus on the
accumulation of  trash and
storage of  junk. It provides
provisions to allow the city
to clean up properties that
are in violation of  the ordi-
nance and bill the property
owner for the work.

Council members plan to
review the proposed
changes and discuss them
at their March 14 meeting.

Hamilton provided an
update on potential plans
for the former Westlawn
Elementary School build-
ing, which closed at the end
of  the 2020-21 school year
with students moving to
the former West Jay Mid-
dle School building this
year. He said a meeting
with consultants is sched-
uled today to begin the
process of  getting not-for-
profit status for what
would be called “The West-
lawn Family Education
Center.”

Plans call for the build-
ing to be used for art and
music classes, a daycare
and adult education class-
es. Hamilton said propo-
nents are working to get
commitments from indi-
viduals to provide those
services, and has also
reached out to Ivy Tech
Community College and
will reach out to Indiana
Wesleyan University about
making the building a
satellite site for in-person
or virtual classes.

He added that the organi-
zation plans to seek grant
funding from The Dunkirk
Foundation and The Port-
land Foundation.

Council members also
heard a presentation from
Ryan Hurt of  All Circuit
Electrical about the possi-
bility of  installing a new
generator and solar panels
at the combined Dunkirk
Fire Department and Jay
Emergency Medical Serv-
ice Facility on the east side
of  the city.

The generator that was
in place had a problem
with the engine, and All
Circuit put in a temporary
back-up generator. A new
generator, with a new auto-
matic transfer switch,
would cost the just under
$16,000. (All expenses are
split between the city and
county for the shared facil-
ity.)

Hurt also presented two
options for a solar array —
one at $38,974 and the other
at $70,490. He noted that the

arrays would pay for them-
selves over time and even-
tually save the city money
by reducing energy costs.

Robbins told Hurt he will
meet with county officials
about the proposal.

In other business, coun-
cil: 

•Heard Robbins report
that Norfolk Southern Rail-
way is planning to replace
railroad crossings in the
city on Broad and Washing-
ton streets. He said he is
meeting with officials from
the company Thursday and
that the work is expected to
be completed within the
next two months.

•Approved a payment
plan for property owner
Nathan Conatser, who
incurred a water bill of
more than $8,000 over two
months because of  a bro-
ken pipe in an unoccupied
rental property.

•Approved the following:
The addition of  five street
lights in Quincy Place at a
cost of  $3,412.49; payment
of  claims totaling
$161,603.88.

•Learned from Robbins
that the city plans to apply
for a $600,000 grant through
Indiana Office of  Commu-
nity and Rural Affairs for
proposed detention basins
on the east side of  the city.
Basins are proposed just
west of  3rd Street near the
southern city limits and
east of  Broad Street near
Moore Avenue.

During the Dunkirk
Board of  Works meeting
that preceded city council,
board members Dan Wat-
son, Bivens and Robbins:

•OK’d the following pur-
chases and expenditures:
$505.93 to Maximum Over-
drive to fix the air condi-
tioning unit on a police
vehicle; $11,270 to Leary
Construction for annual
water tower maintenance;
$2,493.35 to Culy Construc-
tion for a water main
repair; $2,140.54 to Utility
Supply for water depart-
ment supplies; $9,259.06 for
backhoe repairs; and
$557.37 to Shield’s Garage
for new batteries for the
fire department’s tanker
truck.

During the board of
works meeting, Robbins
also noted that larger truck
route signs have been
ordered. They will be
placed at the city limits.
Existing truck route signs
will be moved elsewhere in
the city to help guide truck
drivers.

He also noted that new
lifeguard stands have been
ordered for Dunkirk City
Pool and installation of  a
new liner is expected to
begin this month.

Young ...

Increases ...

Continued from page 2
Memorials may be directed

towards EverHeart Hospice. 
Condolences may be expressed

at williamsonspencer.com.

Kate Smith
Dec. 11, 1994-Feb. 24, 2022

Kate Smith, age 27, a resident
of  Pennville, passed away on
Thursday, Feb. 24, 2022, at her
home. 

Kate was born on Dec. 11, 1994,
in Portland, the daughter of  Eric
Smith and Angie Smiley. She
graduated from Jay County High
School in 2012.

Kate loved animals and volun-
teered at the Jay County Humane
Society.

She married Shelby Smith on
Aug. 8, 2018. 

Survivors include:
Her wife — Shelby Smith, Pen-

nville, Indiana 

Her father — Eric Smith, Hon-
olulu, Hawaii 

Her mother — Angie Smiley,
Pennville, Indiana 

Her grandmother — Peggy
Smiley, Portland, Indiana

Two sisters — Kelsey Smith,
Bluffton, Indiana, and Kristen
Locke, Winchester, Indiana 

One brother — Trevin Harrell,
Portland, Indiana 

Several nieces and nephews
Visitation will be held on

Thursday from noon to 2 p.m. at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod

Funeral Home in Portland. Serv-
ices to celebrate Kate’s life will
follow at 2 p.m. on Thursday. 

Condolences may be expressed
at williamsonspencer.com.

Rhea Wood
March 17, 1953-Dec. 14, 2021

Rhea Jo (Louck) Wood, age 68,
passed away early Tuesday morn-
ing, Dec. 14, 2021, at the home of
her daughter.

She was born March 17, 1953, to
LaVaughn and Mary (Butcher)
Louck at Jay County Hospital.

Rhea is survived by one son,
Zeb (Neesha) Anderson; and one
daughter, Molly (Evan) Twigg.
She has five amazing grandkids
that she loved, Levi Moyer, Davis
Anderson, Kyanne Anderson,
Wyatt Twigg and Austin Twigg.
Also surviving are one brother,
Larry (Carol) Louck; and one sis-
ter, Shelba (Max) Chenoweth. She

also had several
nieces and
nephews, great-
nieces and great-
nephews; and
great-great-nieces
and great-great-
nephews.

Rhea attended
Gray High School
until it closed, then graduated
from Redkey High School. She
retired from Peyton’s Northern
in Bluffton after 32 years and she
made many lasting and amazing
friendships during those 32 years.

She enjoyed crocheting and
made many blankets which she
gave to friends and family for
wedding gifts, special occasions
and baby shower gifts. She was an
amazing cook and loved to cook
for get togethers. She loved spend-
ing time with her family and
watching her grandkids show

their animals at the Jay County
Fair.

Family and friends may gather
to share and remember at Down-
ing & Glancy Funeral Home, 100
N. Washington St., Geneva, Indi-
ana, on Saturday, March 5, 2022,
from 2 to 5 p.m.

Memorials may be made to the
family.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to Downing & Glancy
Funeral Home Geneva, Indiana. 

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.
There is a charge for obituaries,

which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Obituaries

Smith Wood

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) —
An Indiana education pro-
posal that drew criticism
for originally aiming to
place broad restrictions on
teaching about racism and
political topics took a
major blow Monday when
Republican state senators
did not advance the bill.

The proposal faced a
Monday deadline in the
Senate for the debate of
proposed amendments, but
the bill sponsor did not call
it for debate before the Sen-
ate adjourned for the day.

The Republican-domi-
nated House in January
approved the bill that sup-
porters said was aimed at
increasing transparency
about what was being
taught in classrooms.

Some provisions from
the proposal could be
revived before the March
14 deadline for ending this
year’s legislative session,
but Republican Senate
President Pro Tem Rodric
Bray told reporters the
full bill did not have
enough support among

GOP senators to advance.
Democratic legislators
were unified in opposi-
tion.

“We had some members
of  our caucus who felt like
it didn’t go far enough,”
Bray said. “We had some
members of  our caucus
that felt like it was too
much of  a burden on edu-
cation and just not good
policy that we wanted to
move forward.”

The bill’s language had
been rolled back several
times in response to an

outcry from teachers and
other critics who have
maintained that the bill
would amount to “censor-
ship” of  classroom
instruction and curricu-
lum.

The leader of  the state’s
largest teachers union
said educators, parents
and others had made it
clear the proposal “has no
place in Indiana” and
warned that some of  the
bill’s provisions could be
inserted into other legis-
lation.

Education bill stalls in Senate

Continued from page 1
McGalliard acknowledged the facil-

ity is an added expense to the coun-
ty’s budget, but he noted it is a service
to the county. Bill Hinkle, county
attorney, asked if  it is a service the
residents of  Jay County are benefit-
ing from. Commissioner Rex Journay
added he’s not sure the county can
afford to continue operating the facil-
ity. 

Commissioner Chad Aker suggest-
ed if  Jay County Country Living
could break even on its budget, the
facility could continue to function.

County officials are monitoring the
facility’s activities and hope to see an
improvement in its finances in com-
ing months.

“I think we owe it an honest chance
before we do anything,” Aker said.

Also Monday, Jay County Council
president Jeanne Houchins noted
John Speidel Jr. of  civil engineering
firm Butler, Fairman and Seufert
requested an extension of  two to
three weeks on its feasibility study of
about 160 acres of  land just south and
east of  Jay County Highway Depart-
ment at the intersection of  county
roads 200 North and 100 East. Hopes
for the area are to develop new infra-
structure for housing using some of
the county’s nearly $4 million in
American Rescue Plan Act funds.

The $14,500 study initiated in
December was expected to take about
90 days, but sickness and other con-
flicts have delayed its progress,
Houchins said. There will be no addi-
tional cost for the extension.

Houchins suggested council and
commissioners meet in joint session
to talk about American Rescue Plan
Act funding options again sometime
in April.

Commissioners also discussed the
possibility of  using the former Judge
Haynes Elementary School in Port-
land as a new location for a child care
facility. 

The Portland Foundation
approached county officials in
November requesting $975,000 to ren-
ovate the building into a daycare. Jay
Schools offered to donate the building
for the cause.

Aker and McGalliard both noted
the building has a significant
amount of  asbestos. They referenced
an asbestos report done by Tyler

Stubbs of  Alliance Environmental
Group in August 2021, a document
they said neither Jay Schools or The
Portland Foundation brought to
light in past discussions. (Core Facil-
ities president Matt Stechly also
mentioned asbestos at the school at a
February commissioner’s meeting
while sharing information on the
state of  various buildings — mostly
county owned — in Jay County.)

The foundation’s board of  directors
said in a letter to the editor published
in The Commercial Review Feb. 26
although they support the repurpos-
ing of  the former elementary, they’re
also open to other solutions to the
need for child care. 

McGalliard said Jay County would
likely be the first county in Indiana to
be involved in a countywide child
care facility. 

“We need to be leaders,” said Jour-
nay, who previously served as presi-
dent of  The Portland Foundation
board. He suggested the county leave
the option of  using the former ele-
mentary open but to also look into
other options.

“I think we’re all in consensus that
we know this is an issue as far as
child care, and we just need to look
into a ‘Plan B,’” said Aker. “This may
not be the answer for what we want
to do, but we still need to keep forg-
ing forward to try to resolve this
issue.”

Aker announced Emergency Man-
agement Agency director Amy Blake-
ly is resigning. She plans to stay in
her position until the county finds a
replacement.

Commissioners also acknowledged
Monday was Anna Culy’s last com-
missioner’s meeting as county audi-
tor, thanking her for her help
throughout her seven-plus years in
office and wishing her luck in her
new position. She starts March 7 at
Indiana Department of  Local Gov-
ernment Finance.

In other news, commissioners:
•Held off  paying a $275,000 claim

from Jay County Humane Society for
its new building, which is expected to
cost roughly $949,000. Commissioners
requested the organization approach
them at their next meeting to share
developments regarding its search
for a location and fundraising cam-
paign.

•Took no action on a request from
McGalliard to rescind his vote on a
$102,225 purchase for two boilers
from Harrell-Fish Incorporated of
Bloomington for Jay County Sher-
iff ’s Office. (His motion to rescind
the funding died for lack of  a sec-
ond.) He said the information pre-
sented by Core Facilities president
Matt Stechly was not fully transpar-
ent, and he shared copies of  the war-
ranty and a boiler review done by
James F Giannini and Associates of
Griffith. (Commissioners agreed to
downsize from 2,000 MBH boilers to
1,500 MBH boilers.) Aker noted the
boilers have already been ordered,
and Hinkle added it would be a
“detriment” to the county to rescind
a decision that has already been
acted upon.

•Signed a three-year agreement
with MedBill for its billing services.
The company will work with Jay
Emergency Medical Service starting
April 1.

•Allotted $50,000 in Bitter Ridge
Wind Farm economic development
funds to Bryant for a new park.

•Held a public hearing for and offi-
cially approved a rezoning petition
from Kim Gabbard for 1.89 acres of
his property at 7540 S. U.S. 27, Port-
land, to be rezoned from commercial
to residential. (Gabbard needed the
area to be rezoned as residential
before he could sell the house on that
property.)

•OK’d Arch Bridge Kroozers to use
Jay County Courthouse restrooms
from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. May 21 during
the group’s “Kroozen at the Court-
house” car show.

•Approved a $273,000 quarterly
claim for Lifestream Services.

•Assigned McGalliard to and
removed former director Hope Con-
fer from Jay County Country Liv-
ing’s checking account.

•OK’d Jay County Recorder’s
Office employees to attend a three-
day conference.

•Assigned JEMS director Larry
Nuckols to the department’s check-
ing account.

•Paid a total of  $25,720.83 to John-
son Oil for oil used by Jay County
Highway Department.

•Sold an outdated computer in Jay
County Surveyor’s Office to survey-
or Brad Daniels for $50.

Facility ...

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Jay County Commissioners Chad Aker and Brian McGalliard (not pictured is commissioner Rex
Journay) speak with Adam Ridenour and Melissa Blankley of Jay County Country Living on Monday. County
officials have given the residential facility six months to improve its financial outlook.
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Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Vaalentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAYY - FRIDAYY
Custom sizes available.

√r
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall, Jay County
Fairgrounds, Portland

IN.
Saturday Morning,
MARCH 5, 2022 AT

10:00 A.M.
(2) Lazy Boy couches;
wing back chair; Tonka

payloader; Tonka
firetruck; HARLEY

DAVIDSON: motorcycle
models, clock, bag,
stein, and oil can gift

set.
MOWER – TRAILER -

TOOLS
Simplicity Hydrostat rid-
ing lawn mower with 48”

deck, snow blower,
wheel weights and

chains; 3 ½’ x 8’ 2 wheel
trailer; County Line pull
behind sprayer; Generac
3500XL generator; Fleet
3000 lb. hydraulic jack;
Ryobi 10” table saw;
Makita 12” miter saw

with stand; Craftsman 7
¼” circular saw; motor-
cycle mover; motorcycle
helmets; air tools; come-
along; small vise; pull
behind broadcaster;
canopy of XMark

mower; and many other
items not listed.

FRED FRANKLIN,
DECEASED
BY MICHIKO
FRANKLIN
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons AU10700085

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Troy Foust AU1980006  
PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Located at
1675 W Highway 18,

Bryant IN ,
Saturday Morning,
MARCH 26, 2022 
AT 10:00 A.M.
REAL ESTATE 

1 ½ story home with
1580 square feet of liv-
ing space located East
of Bryant Indiana in

Jackson Township on 5
acres.     This property
features a 3 bedroom
home with 1 full bath,

and       heating system.
Additional property fea-
tures include large 2
story barn, machine

shed, granary, and other
outbuildings.        This
rural property offers a

very nice country setting
with a nice set of build-
ings.     For more infor-
mation or a private

showing contact Gary
Loy, Auctioneer at (260)
726-5160 or Kim Loy,
Real Estate Broker at

(260) 726-2700.
JOHN LEWIS

By Randy Lewis, POA
OPEN HOUSE:

MARCH 7, 2022 FROM
4:30 TO 6:30 P.M.

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons AU10700085

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Troy Foust AU1980006  
UPCOMING AUCTION
Bricker Auction Compa-
ny 414 N Meridian St.

Portland, IN 
Small Animal Auction
March 12th, April 19th,
May 14th, June 11th,

August 13th, September
10th, October 8th.

Auction Starts at 11AM
Chickens, Turkeys,

Ducks, Peacocks, Rab-
bits, Etc.  Farm Equip-
ment and Farm Related

Items.
Registration:  8:30am-

10:00am
Cell: 260-703-0839

www.brickerauctioncom-
pany.com

Chad Bricker-Auction-
eer AU11600027 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489.  

THE TOWN OF RED-
KEY IS

accepting applications
for a Full Time  Police

Officer. Applications may
be picked up at the The
Redkey Town Hall, 8922
West State Road 67,

Redkey, IN. Applications
must be submitted

before 4 p.m. on March
11th, 2022. 

HELP WANTED CITY
OF PORTLAND

Position: Waste Water
Department – Distribu-
tion Service Person. The

City of Portland is
accepting applications
for the position of Waste
Water Department Distri-
bution and Maintenance
Person. Minimum job
requirements are high
school diploma or its
equivalent. A CDL B
license or greater or
able to obtain such

license in a reasonable
amount of time. General
outline of duties: Install
and maintain sewer
taps, lines and catch
basins according to

requirements. Complete
smoke and dye testing
procedures and locate
sewer lines. Lab duties
will also be required.

Equipment used: Heavy
equipment including

trucks and backhoes, air
hammers, pumps, saws,

shovels, wrenches,
sensing devices for

locating pipes and vari-
ous other and tools.

Work environment: Con-
ditions can include

below ground / enclosed
spaces and subfreezing
temperatures. Applica-
tions are available at

Clerk Treasurer’s Office
at City Hall, 321 N.

Meridian Street, Port-
land, Indiana 47371,
8:00 AM to 4:30 PM
Monday, February 28
thru Thursday, March
10, 2022. No applica-
tions will be accepted
after 4:00 p.m. on Fri-
day, March 11, 2022.
The City of Portland is
an Equal Opportunity

Employer  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141. 

WANTED TO BUY:
INDIAN Artifact Collec-
tions, Arrowheads, etc.
Call 419-852-6825 ask
for Robin. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 
INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

PLACE YOUR 
CLASSIFIED AD

in The Commercial Review

CALL 726-8141
OR GO ONLINE

www.thecr.com

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com
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  Public Notice
Portland Civil City, Jay County, Indiana

Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2021
Beg. Cash End Cash

Local Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.
Fund Name Jan 1, 2021 Receipts Disbursements Dec 31, 2021

Number
Governmental Activities
001 Portland City Court· $10,066.03 $105,569.04 $108,582.83 $7,052.24
002 Criminal Investigative Funds $1,849.87 $0.00 $530.00 $1,319.87
101 GENERAL FUND $3,712,390.25 $3,718,015.01 $3,556,176.81 $3,874,228.45
150 COVID - PROVIDER $197,420.00 $1,200.00 $198,620.00 $0.00

RELIEF FUND
151 COVID -AVIATION RELIEF FUND $0.00 $61,000.00 $61,000.00 $0.00
176 ARP GRANT FUND $0.00 $677,543.38 $0.00 $677,543.38

(AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN)
201 MOTOR VEHICLE HIGHWAY $669,280.58 $1,122,539.45 $1,101,250.33 $690,569.70
202 LOCAL ROAD & STREET $41,630.69 $41,572.00 $47,631.43 $35,571.26
203 MVH RESTRICTED $78,683.37 $130,535.25 $0.00 $209,218.62
204 PARK& RECREATION $228,129.75 $346,461.79 $298,994.83 $275,596.71
205 ECONOMIC $828,633.41 $331,062.71 $97,078.05 $1,062,618.07

DEVELOPMENT INCOME TAX
206 INSURANCE $997,487.23 $1,239,435.84 $1,216,390.17 $1,020,532.90

SURPLUS NONREVERTING
207 POOL $95,829.00 $0.00 $0,00 $95,829.00

CONSTRUCTION FUND
208 PARK DONATION FUND $2,059.40 $0.00 $0.00 $2,059.40
209 PORTLAND MEN'S $300.00 $0.00 $0.00 $300.00

SOFTBALL LEAGUE DONATION
210 MAYOR'S ANNUAL GOLF OUTING $0.55 $8,514.00 $7,830.95 $683,60
211 POLICE CONTINUING $22,783.66 $4,462.50 $758.59 $26,487.57

EDUCATION
212 POLICE $3,243.29 $3,000.00 $1,072.64 $5,170.65

BENEVOLENCE DONATION FUND
213 TRADING CARD FUND $71.45 $0,00 $0.00 $71.45
215 RIVERBOAT $346,488.28 $36,821.11 $0.00 $383,309.39

WAGERING TAX REVENUE
216 CONCESSIONS $84,693.32 $25,904.75 $13,152.73 $97,445.34
217 PORTLAND $13.47 $693,00 $0.00 $706.47

FORFEITURE FUND
218 TIF2007 $817,606.62 $346,089.75 $287,936.84 $875,759.53

ALLOCATION FUND
219 TIF 2007 $46,512.15 $120,043.25 $119,936.84 $46,618.56

CONSTRUCTION FUND
220 TIF 2007 DEBT $192,088.54 $323.42 $0.00 $192,411.96

SERVICE RESERVE FUND
221 TIF 2007 BOND & INTEREST $332,996.20 $168,451.98 $164,600.00 $336,848.18
223 FIRE DEPT. $43,546.06 $13,225.00 $13,716.11 $43,054.95

INVESTIGATIVE FUND
224 EDIT DOWNTOWN $64,042.03 $0.00 $3,300.00 $60,742.03

FACADE PROGRAM
225 TIF DOWNTOWN $27,582.31 $0.00 $0.00 $27,582.31

FACADE PROGRAM
226 PARK BOND& INTEREST $17,708.87 $232,358.23 $97,307.50 $152,759.60
228 REVOLVING LOAN FUND $106,118.75 $143.96 $31.50 $106,231.21
229 BLIGHT ELIMINATION $17,013.87 $0,00 $17,013.87 $0.00

PROGRAM
242 DARE DONATION FUND $10,927.41 $0.00 $1,645.98 $9,281.43
243 DNR GRANT - TRAILS $76,287.80 $11,993.40 $16,075.95 $72,205.25

PROJECT
244 SMOKE DETECTOR $1,438.47 $0.00 $998.40 $440.07

DONATION FUND
249 LOIT PUBLIC SAFETY FUND $264,871.75 $236,685.00 $218,804.56 $282,752.19
257 LOIT SPECIAL DISTRIBUTION $8,828.04 $0.00 $0.00 $8,828.04
262 DRUG FREE $2,637.39 $2,535.35 $1,208.80 $3,963.94

COMMUNITY FUND
263 CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION FUND$9,235.86 $0.00 $0.00 $9,235.86
320 SIDEWALK $74,248.48 $23,371.64 $13,443.58 $84,176.54

RECONSTRUCTION FUND
325 BUILDING DEMOLITION FUND $17,995.17 $10,000.00 $0.00 $27,995.17
356 LOCAL ROAD & $45,626.88 $155,255.25 $124,846.28 $76,035.85

BRIDGE MATCHING GRANT FUND (CCG)
357 HUDSON FAMILY PARK $184.05 $0.00 $0.00 $184.05
358 HUDSON FAMILY $301.92 $0.00 $0.00 $301.92

PARK DONATION
359 CHRISTMAS PARTY $466.96 $1,220.00 $1,311.41 $375.55

DONATION FUND
401 CUM CAP IMP - CIG TAX $111,542.40 $12,785.73 $0.00 $124,328.13
406 CUMULATIVE $579,625.51 $468,470.29 $481,677.37 $566,418.43

CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT
407 CUMULATIVE $717,904.46 $123,668.55 $18,982.58 $822,590.43

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT RATE
408 PORTLAND FIRE $625,282.22 $160,280.81 $500,000.00 $285,563.03

DEPT NON REV. EQUIPMENT
429 AIP 3-18-0068-15 $2,295.37 $18,626.00 $18,626.00 $2,295.37

Runway Design Phase 2
430 AIP 3-18-0068-019 $0.00 $2,085,890.59 $2,085,890.59 $0.00

2020 RUNWAY EXT GR/ DR; PAV/ LTG
500 RAINY DAY FUND $443,588.29 $0.00 $0.00 $443,588.29
609 SANITATION FUND $213,369.98 $192,980.92 $58,540.07 $347,810.83
610 RECYCLING FUND $34,701.65 $0.00 $0.00 $34,701.65
622 AVIATION $394,224.98 $197,875.40 $190,376.91 $401,723.47
663 AVIATION FUEL FUND $161,512.80 $195,615.31 $162,826.35 $194,301.76
699 REDKEY CITY FINES $0.00 $200.00 $200.00 $0.00
700 DUNKIRK CITY FINES $42.00 $910.50 $902.50 $50.00
702 FIRE PENSION FUND $185,419.44 $130,082.66 $118,165.74 $197,336.36
703 POLICE PENSION FUND $85,187.88 $60,436.14 $65,881.57 $79,742.45
705 COURT COSTS DUE COUNTY $510.00 $8,819.00 $8,895.00 $434.00
706 USER FEE FUND- $186.00 $2,863.18 $2,418.00 $631.18

COURT CONT EDUCATION
707 CASH CHANGE & PETTY CASH $1,175.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,175.00
708 COURT CLERK'S $29,079.15 $3,117.50 $2,650.00 $29,546.65

RECORD PERPETUATION
709 COURT DEFERRAL PROGRAM $226.00 $3,312.00 $3,079.00 $459.00
807 PAYROLL FEDERAL WITHHOLDING $0.00 $302,810.12 $302,810.12 $0.00
808 PAYROLL FICA/SS WITHHOLDING $0.00 $239,434.19 $239,434.19 $0.00
809 PAYROLL MEDICARE $0.00 $88,837.76 $88,837.76 $0.00

WITHHOLDING
810 PAYROLL STATE WITHHOLDING $0.00 $106,182.63 $106,182.63 $0.00
811 PAYROLL COUNTY WITHHOLDING $0.00 $76,161.28 $76,161.28 $0.00
812 PAYROLL PERF $0.00 $308,128.31 $308,128.31 $0.00
813 PAYROLL POLICE PENSION $0.00 $134,484.10 $134,484.10 $0.00
814 PAYROLL FIRE PENSION $0.00 $95,831.91 $95,831.91 $0.00
815 PAYROLL GARNISHMENT $0.00 $6,125.04 $6,125.04 $0.00
850 PAYROLL AFLAC/AFLAC TX $0.00 $16,099.43 $16,099.43 $0.00
851 PAYROLL DIRECT DEPOSIT $0.00 $2,395,513.33 $2,395,513.33 $0.00
853 PAYROLL CHILD SUPPORT $0.00 $14,248.00 $14,248.00 $0.00
854 PAYROLL DENTAL INSURANCE $0.00 $14,609.34 $14,609.34 $0.00
855 PAYROLL PATRIOT FITNESS $0.00 $1,875.00 $1,875.00 $0.00
857 PAYROLL UNITED WAY $0.00 $1,102.00 $1,102.00 $0.00
858 PAYROLL HEAL TH INSURANCE $0.00 $56,500.00 $56,500.00 $0.00
859 PAYROLL INDIANA FARM BUREAU $0.00 $658.05 $658.05 $0.00
WASTEWATER
606 SEWAGE UTILITY OPERATING $765,508.62 $2,685,450.61 $3,264,071.33 $186,887.90
608 SEWAGE UTILITY $1,571,701.24 $540,142.32 $1,640.00 $2,110,203.56

DEPRECIATION
611 SEWAGE CONSTRUCTION FUND $0.00 $239,047.00 $239,047.00 $0.00
612 SEWAGE DEBT $568,873.61 $35,149.77 $0.00 $604,023.38

SERVICE RESERVE JULY
613 SEWAGE BOND & INTEREST $490,921.16 $607,385.31 $602,574.33 $495,732.14
WATER 
601 WATER UTILITY OPERATING$3,112,089.95 $1,322,147.35 $1,311,821.22 $3,122,416.08
603 WATER UTLITY $567,450.95 $105,215.04 $0.00 $672,665.99

DEPRECIATION & IMP.
604 WATER UTILITY $245,731.33 $33,419.14 $26,080.48 $253,069.99

METER DEPOSIT
Total All Funds $20,407,469,17 $22,268,517.67 $20,814,193,51 $21,861,793.33
CR-3-1-2022-HSPAXLP

  Public Notice
Jefferson Township, Jay County, Indiana       

Cash & Investments Combined Statement - 2021  
Local Beg. Cash End Cash 
Fund Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.
Number Name Jan. 1, 2021 Receipts Disbursements Dec. 31, 2021 
Governmental Activities 

01 Township General Fund $6,669.55 $13,595.22 $12,615.13 $7,649.64
11 Firefighting Fund $61,008.31 $14,639.02 $5,948.47 $69,698.86
61 Rainy Day Fund $255,91 $0,00 $0.00 $255.91
81 Township Assistance Fund $7,370.77 $0.00 $0.00 $7,370.77
95 Payroll Withholdings Fund -$396.41 $500.57 $812.11 -$707.95

GRAND TOTAL $74,908.13 $28,734.81 $19,375.71 $84,267.23
Certification:
State of Indiana
SS:
Jay County
I, Angela Moeller, Trustee of Jefferson Township, Jay County, Indiana, do solemnly affirm under the
penalty of perjury that the preceding report is complete, true and correct; that the sum with which I
am charged in this report are all of the sums received by me; and that the various items of expenditures
credited have been fully paid in the sums stated; that such payments were made without express or
implied agreement that any portion thereof shall be retained by or repaid to me or to any other person.
I further affirm that a complete and detailed annual report, together with all accompanying vouchers
showing the names of persons having been paid money by the township, have been filed as required
by law in the office of the County Auditor, and that copies of such annual report are in custody of the
Township Board and the State Board of Accounts. Said report is subject to inspection by any taxpayer
of the township.
Angela Moeller
Jefferson Township Trustee
260-251-9850
Date this report was to be published:3-1-2022
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmned) to before me, the Chairman of the Township Board of Jefferson
Township at its annual meeting, this 24th day of 2022
Duane P. Monroe,  Jefferson Township Board Chairman
Option 1
This report was received, accepted, and approved by the Township Board at its annual meeting, this
24th day of Febryary, 2022
Jefferson Township Board:
Duane Monroe
Richard Nixon
CR 3-1-2022 HSPAXLP
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located at 1675 W Highway 18, Bryant Indiana

on Saturday Morning

MARCH 26, 2022
10:00 A.M..

REAL ESTATE 
1 ½ story home with 1580 square feet of living space
located East of Bryant Indiana in Jackson Township
on 5 acres.     This property features a 3 bedroom
home with 1 full bath, and       heating system.
Additional property features include large 2 story
barn, machine shed, granary, and other outbuildings.
This rural property offers a very nice country setting
with a nice set of buildings.   
Terms of sale are 10% nonrefundable deposit day of
sale with balance due within 45 days at closing.
Sellers to furnish Owners Title Insurance and
Warranty Deed.    Sellers to pay taxes due and
payable in May 2022 and buyers to assume taxes
due and payable in November 2022 and thereafter.
Any inspections must be made prior to the sale date
and are at the potential buyers expense.  Any
statements made day of sale take precedence over
previously written or oral statements.  For more
information or a private showing contact Gary Loy,
Auctioneer at (260) 726-5160 or Kim Loy, Real
Estate Broker at (260) 726-2700.

OPEN HOUSE: MARCH 7, 2022 
FROM 4:30 TO 6:30 P.M. 

John Lewis
By Randy Lewis, POA

LOY AUCTION   AC31600027
AUCTIONEERS

Gary Loy   AU 01031608
Ben Lyons   AU 10700085  
Travis Theurer   AU 11200131
Troy Foust   AU19800068
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By DICK SCANLON 
Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — Wen-
dell Carter Jr. had 21 points
and 12 rebounds, Markelle
Fultz scored 10 points in his
return from injury and
eight Orlando players
scored in double figures as
the Magic beat the Indiana
Pacers 119-103 on Monday
night.

“It wasn’t like I was out

there thinking too much,”
said Fultz, who also had six
assists in his first game
since tearing his left ACL
nearly 14 months ago. “My
goal was just to go out and
play as hard as I can and
enjoy the game. With the
energy of  the crowd and
everything, and the adrena-
line running, it was great to
get the first game under my
belt.”

Mo Bamba and Franz
Wagner had 15 points
apiece for Orlando, which
won its second straight.

Tyrese Haliburton had 23
points and seven assists for
the Pacers. Buddy Hield
added 18 points in Indiana’s
ninth loss in 11 games.

Fultz played 16 minutes,
and shot 5 for 7 from the
field before leaving the
game with the Magic up by

16 points in the middle of
the fourth quarter.

“It was very easy for me
to come in and be relaxed,
and be myself,” he said.

Indiana forward Jalen
Smith was ejected after
picking up two technical
fouls with 7:04 left in the
third quarter. The ejection
came in the middle of  a 14-2
run by the Magic, and the
Pacers never recovered.

“They hit shots early in
the third quarter and we
didn’t,” Haliburton said.
“When you’re not hitting
shots and not getting stops,
it’s a recipe for failure.
They were the aggressors
for the majority of  the
night, picking us up, get-
ting into us.” 

Hield and Duane Wash-
ington Jr. hit 3-pointers
during a 10-0 run midway

through the second quarter
that gave the Pacers their
biggest lead of  the game at
49-38.

Carter answered with
three dunks to help Orlan-
do finish the half  on a 17-7
spurt, and the Magic pulled
ahead for keeps when Wag-
ner and Carter opened the
second half  with a layup
and a 3-pointer, respective-
ly.

Indiana suffers ninth loss in last 11 games
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Pacers struggle
against Orlando,
see story page 7

JCHS boys basketball
opens tourney tonight,

see Sports on tap

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

FORT WAYNE — The
third-ranked team in the
state dominated the meet.

The Patriots saw their
season come to an end.

Jay County High School’s
gymnastics team capped its
year Saturday by scoring
67.875 points for ninth place
out of  12 participating
schools in the sectional
meet at Concordia.

“The girls performed
well,” said JCHS coach
Melynda James. “Although
their scores did not reflect
their personal bests, they
performed their best rou-
tines of  the season. They all
gave 110%.”

No. 3 Homestead cruised
to the sectional title with
110.625 points, led by all-
around champion Gianna
Zirille (38.35). Bishop
Dwenger (105.9) and Carroll
(105.375) placed second and
third to also advance to the
regional meet Saturday at
Huntington North.

Wayne was ahead of
JCHS in eighth place with
73.9 points while Mis-
sissinewa, which had just
two gymnasts, was 10th
with 56.225.

The top three teams and

top six individuals in each
event at the sectional meet
earned regional berths.

Sophomore Karci Hop-
kins turned in the top
result for the Patriots, plac-
ing 28th out of  38 competi-
tors on the vault. She
recorded an 8.2 for her half-
half. (Homestead’s Ashley
Carr was the sixth-place
finisher at 9.025.)

Hopkins also turned in a
no-fall balance beam rou-
tine to lead the Patriots on
that event with a 6.575 for
30th place.

“Karci did an outstand-
ing job on the beam,” said
James. “She connected her
cartwheel-cartwheel,
which she hadn’t done all
season. She hit all her con-
nections. Each practice, she
became more confident in
her skills and it showed.”

Adriene Denney paced
Jay County on the floor
exercise with a 7.35 to place
31st, and Erin Ring was the
school’s lone competitor on
the uneven parallel bars
with a 5.075 to finish 30th.

Ring was also the only
Patriot to compete on all
four events. She placed 31st
on vault with an 8.05, 36th
on floor with a 6.75 and 40th
on beam with a 4.8.

“Erin performed well on
each event,” said James.
“We added her on the bars.
She has made huge strides
on bars and the best is yet
to come. She is always will-
ing to try new skills. Her
difficulty level increased
from last year.”

Senior Mattie Ardizzone
finished between Hopkins
and Ring on vault with an
8.075 for 30th place. She was

also the No. 2 Patriot on the
floor, placing 32nd with a
7.3, and recorded a 4.875 on
the beam for 39th place.

Freshman Grace Yowell,
who like Hopkins had a no-
fall routine on the beam,
was second for the Patriots
and 38th overall on the
event with a 5.25. Fellow
freshman Coryn Blalock
scored a 7.125 for 34th on
the floor.

Zirille swept the individ-
ual event championships
for Homestead with a 9.675
on floor, a 9.65 on vault, a
9.55 on bars and a 9.475 on
beam. Her winning all-
around score was 1.4 points
higher than runner-up
Isabella Hoogland of  Car-
roll while her Spartan
teammate Jillian
Wohlwend (36.225) finished
third.

Season ends
at sectional

INDIANAPOLIS —
Bryce Wenk stood atop the
podium.

Wenk, a Jay County High
School sophomore, won the
182-pound division this
weekend at the Indiana
Frosh-Soph State Champi-
onships at Southport.

After narrowly missing
an IHSAA Wrestling State
Finals berth with a one-
point loss in the ticket
round at the semi-state
tournament two weeks ear-
lier, Wenk cruised through
the bulk of  the tournament
before meeting up with
Brilyn Smith of  Warren
Wrestling in the champi-
onship bout. He was able to
fight off  Smith for a 3-2 vic-
tory.

Wenk dominated his
first-round match for an 18-
2 technical fall over
Dominick Mercer of  Mar-
tinsville, then pinned War-
ren Wrestling’s David Shel-
ton in 1 minute, 41 seconds,
in the second round. He
scored a 6-1 decision over
Brock Finney of
McCutcheon in the quar-
terfinals before topping
Carson Sommers of
Franklin Wrestling 7-2 in
the semifinal round.

Jay County’s Jayla Huel-
skamp, Dakota Chowning
and Lina Lingo also com-
peted in girls 116-pound
bracket, with Huelskamp
posting the high finish of
third place. She pinned
Alexes Spaulding of
Columbia City in her final
match of  the day. 

Chowning and Lingo
faced each other in the

fifth-place match, with
Chowning scoring a 7-2 vic-
tory. Both had won quarter-
final matches, with Chown-
ing pinning Elkhart’s
Mardi Waits in 1:33 while
Lingo pinned Castle’s
Jaden Collier in 3:22.

Patriots take invite
The host Patriots scored

374 points Saturday to win
the Jay County Junior
High Invitational and then
rolled to a 72-21 victory
over Blackford in a dual
Monday.

Delta scored 343.5 points
for second place in the 14-
team invitational while
Yorktown was third with
342.

Jay County racked up
eight championships: Sylas
Wenk (95), Jacob Robinson
9138), Leighton Brown
(145), Garrett Bennett (160),
Malachi Hernandez (170),
Rhysin Blowers (195),
Joaquin Johnson (220) and
Alan Ortiz (275).

Brice Coy added a run-
ner-up finish at 182 pounds.
Maddox Byrum (75) and
Grant Linville (85) each fin-
ished third.

Picking up victories for
the Patriots (13-2) on Mon-
day were Brenna Ruble 90),
Sylas Wenk (95), Hayden
Richman (102), Hayden Ison

(110), Gavin Thomas (117),
Cole Carpenter (132), Jacob
Robinson (140), Leighton
Brown (150), Garrett Ben-
nett (160), Malachi Hernan-
dez (175), Joaquin Johnson
(195), Rhysin Blowers (220)
and Alan Ortiz (275).

Ortiz wins
Alan Ortiz led the long

list of  Jay County High
School Wrestling Club
competitors over the week-
end as he won his weight
class in a tournament Sun-
day at Delta High School.

Ortiz took first place in
the 16-and-younger, 220-
pound division. Malachi
Hernandez (16-and-
younger, 170 pounds) and
Jacob Robinson (16-and-
younger, 138 pounds) each
finished second at Delta,
and Grant Linville (14-and-
younger, 92 pounds) was
fourth.

Jay County had runner-
up efforts at three other
tournaments with Parker
Huntsman placing second
in the 8-and-younger, 63-
pound division Saturday at
Adams Central, Jackson
Bonifas taking second in
the 12-and-younger, 86-
pound division Sunday and
Bellmont and Blake Wood
finishing second in the 8-
and-younger, 49-pound divi-
sion Sunday at Paulding
(Ohio).

Max Myers and Parker
Huntsman were each third
at Paulding, and Alex
Huntsman finished fifth.
Wood took third at Adams
Central, and Eli Shannon
was third at Bellmont.

Wenk earns title
Wrestling
roundup

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School sophomore
Karci Hopkins flips over the vault Saturday during
the sectional meet at Concordia. Hopkins posted
the top finish for the Patriots in 28th place on the
vault with an 8.2.

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Boys basketball sec-
tional opener vs. New Castle at New Cas-
tle – 6 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Providence at Villanova (FS1)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Ole Miss at Kentucky (ESPN); Nebraska
at Ohio State (BTN)

7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Atlanta
Hawks at Boston Celtics (TNT)

8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Michigan State at Michigan (FS1)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Purdue at Wisconsin (ESPN)

10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Dallas
Mavericks at Los Angeles Lakers (TNT)

Wednesday
2 p.m. — Women’s college basket-

ball: Big Ten Tournament (BTN)
4:30 p.m. — Women’s college bas-

ketball: Big Ten Tournament (BTN)
6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-

ball: Xavier at St. John’s (FS1)
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Rutgers at Indiana (BTN)
7 p.m. — NBA basketball: New York

Knicks at Philadelphia 76ers (ESPN);
Indiana Pacers at Orlando Magic (Bally
Indiana)

7:30 p.m. — NHL hockey: St. Louis
Blues at New York Rangers (TNT)

8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Connecticut at Creighton (FS1)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Minnesota at Maryland (BTN)

10 p.m. — Portland Trail Blazers at
Phoenix Suns (ESPN)

10:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Wyoming at UNLV (FS1)

Local notes
Registration dates upcoming

Portland Junior League will have two
upcoming registrations for its 2022 sea-
son.

They will be from 9 a.m. to noon
March 5 and 12 at Jay Community Center.

Forms can be picked up at JCC, or
online registration is available at the Port-
land Junior League’s Facebook page.

PJL is open to boys and girls ages 5
through 15.

Sports on tap

Jay County
places 9th in
12-team field

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Erin Ring of Jay County competes on the
balance beam Saturday. She was the lone Patriots
to compete on all four events, recording an all-
around score of 24.675.


