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The high temperature Thurs-
day in Jay County was 45
degrees. The low was 28.

There is a chance of  snow
until about 10 p.m., with less
than an inch of  accumulation

expected. The low tonight will be
17.

Expect a high of  25 Saturday
with a 30% chance of  snow.

See page 2 for an extended out-
look.

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
have recycling trailers avail-
able Saturday. Trailers will be
open from 9 a.m. to noon in the
shopping center at 220 Lincoln
St., Portland, and Dunkirk
City Park.

Saturday — A look at
planned INDOT work on
Meridian Street in Portland.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Jay School Board
meeting.

Weather In review Coming up
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TOWN OF PINES, Ind.
(AP) — A utility must pay
$12 million under a feder-
al consent decree to
remove soil tainted by
coal ash from around
homes in a small north-
west Indiana community
where the local aquifer is
contaminated by the
power plant waste.

Northern Indiana Pub-
lic Service Co., or NIP-
SCO, reached an agree-
ment last week with the
U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency detailing
how the contamination at
Portage County's Town
of  Pines will be fully
cleaned up, The Indi-
anapolis Star reported
Thursday.

For many years, NIP-
SCO dumped coal ash,
the byproduct of  burning
coal to generate electrici-
ty, in a landfill that sat on
top of  the town's aquifer.
Coal ash also was used as
"fill" during construction
at building sites and
under the roads of  the
town of  about 600 resi-
dents.

Coal ash contains a
mix of  heavy metals such
as arsenic, lead and mer-
cury, which in high levels
can damage the nervous
system and create an
increased risk for certain
cancers.

Sampling by state offi-
cials shows that heavy
metals from coal ash have
leached into the Town of
Pines' water supply.

Some residents and
environmental advocates
have expressed frustra-
tion that the cleanup
process has moved slowly
even though the EPA has
long known about the pol-
lution in the town, where
the contamination led to
the creation of  a federal
Superfund site.

See Removal page 2

Coal ash
waste from
power plan

caused 
contamination

Soil
removal
will cost
utility
millions

Plan approved

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

A solar farm planned for
northeast of  Redkey has
received the OK to move for-
ward.

Jay County Plan Commission
found the proposed Sun Chief
Solar with sustainable energy
company Scout Clean Energy to
be compliant with the current
solar ordinance and approved
its development plan Thursday.

Scout’s Sun Chief  Solar proj-
ect manager Zach Lasek and
director of  development Mark
Wengierski shared a brief
overview of  the planned facili-
ty.

Scout — the same company
operating Bitter Ridge Wind
Farm in southwest Jay County
— will be constructing Sun
Chief  Solar, a $100 million,
100-megawatt facility on about
1,200 acres near the existing
wind farm northeast of  Red-
key. (About 70% of  the project
is in Jefferson township, and
30% of  the project is in Rich-
land township.) The facility
will be connected to the same
transmission line as Bitter
Ridge Wind Farm.

“In this case, it will be a true
co-location of  wind and solar
facilities,” Lasek said.

Scout’s plan is to have its

solar farm completed by the
end of  2025.

Sun Chief  Solar has a 30-
foot setback from surrounding
property lines, and it will sit
about 250 feet away from near-
by residences. (The ordinance
calls for 25-foot setbacks from
properties and 150-foot set-
backs from residences.) The
facility will also have a 600-
foot setback from nearby wind
turbines. The company will
have a 25-foot vegetative
buffer, in accordance with the
ordinance.

Lasek noted the chain link
fences surrounding the prop-
erty will be 7 feet tall.

There will be no permanent
impact to wetlands, according
to Lasek, as those in the area
of  the project will be “com-
pletely avoided.”

Scout will save about $3.8
million in property taxes with
its 10-year tax abatement
approved in November. The
company will give about $1.3
million in economic develop-
ment payments to the county,
and its facility will result in
additional $38.9 million in
assessed value. It will gener-
ate more than $24 million in
property taxes over its 35-year
life.

See Approved page 2

Sun Chief Solar found to be in compliance,
company calls for completion by end of 2025
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Zach Lasek and Mark Wengierski of Scout Clean Energy speak about plans for Sun Chief Solar at a Jay County
Plan Commission meeting Thursday. The proposed $100 million, 100-megawatt solar energy facility will be located on about
1,200 acres northeast of Redkey, near Scout’s existing Bitter Ridge Wind Farm. It will have setbacks of about 30 feet from
surrounding property lines and about 250 feet from nearby residences.

By YURAS KARMANAU 
Associated Press

LVIV, Ukraine — Russia
widened its military offensive
in Ukraine on Friday, striking
airfields in the west and an
industrial city in the east for
the first time as a huge armored
column long stalled outside
Kyiv was on the move again,
fanning out into nearby forests
and towns.

The U.S. and its allies pre-
pared to step up their efforts to
isolate and sanction Russia by
revoking its most favored trad-
ing status. But with the inva-
sion now in its 16th day, Russia
appeared to be trying to
regroup and regain momentum,
with expanded bombardment
and tightening on cities already
under attack, particularly the
key port city of  Mariupol,
where tens of  thousands were
struggling to find food under an
intense 10-day-old siege.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin said there are “certain

positive developments” in Rus-
sia-Ukraine talks — but did not
offer details.

The Russian leader hosted
Belarus President Alexander
Lukashenko in Moscow for
talks on Friday, telling him
negotiations were “being held
almost on a daily basis,” and
that “there are certain positive
developments, negotiators on
our side reported to me.”

For his part, Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
Ukrainian forces had “reached
a strategic turning point,”

speaking in a video outside the
presidential administration in
Kyiv

“It’s impossible to say how
many days we will still need to
free our land, but it is possible
to say that we will do it because
… we have reached a strategic
turning point,” he said. He did-
n’t elaborate. He said authori-
ties were working on 12 human-
itarian corridors and trying to
ensure food, medicine and basic
goods to people across the coun-
try.

See Strikes page 5
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A woman outside Ukraine's capital, Kyiv, carries a
white cloth on a stick Thursday as she and others flee
Russian forces. Officials in Ukraine's southern city of Mariupol
accused Russian forces of bombarding the besieged seaside
hub Thursday, amid international condemnation of a strike a
day earlier that tore through a maternity hospital, killing at
least three people and injuring 17.

Strikes hit western Ukraine

‘It’s impossible to say
how many days we will

still need to free our land ...’
—Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Ukrainian president



Continued from page 1
"Why is NIPSCO still

cleaning up the toxic mess
after 20 years?" asked Lisa
Evans, a senior attorney for
the environmental group
Earthjustice who special-
izes in coal ash. "It is impor-
tant to realize that this site
is not an isolated waste
dump. This Superfund site
is a town where people
live."

The federal decree,
which a judge must
approve after a public com-
ment period, calls for NIP-
SCO to test the soil at about
400 homes and businesses

in the town, located about
one mile south of  Lake
Michigan.

In any areas where con-
tamination is detected,
NIPSCO must excavate the
tainted soil and move it to a
licensed waste disposal
facility.

Intersection crash
A Portland man’s vehicle

struck the back of  a Marion
woman’s vehicle at the
intersection of  Water
Street and Western Avenue
in Portland about 7:20 a.m.
Thursday.

Martin M. Rodriguez, 29,
was driving his 2018
Chevrolet Tahoe on Water
Street and approaching the
intersection with Western
Avenue when his vehicle
crashed into a 2019 GMC
Terrain, driven by 56-year-
old Michaele R. Martin of
Marion. She was stopped at
the intersection at the time
of  the accident.

Damage is estimated
between $2,500 and $5,000.

Pole hit
A Portland woman

turned her vehicle into a

pole in the Portland Wal-
mart parking lot about
1:25 p.m. Thursday.

Judith A. Toms-Medler,
77, was turning in the lot
at 950 W. Votaw St. when
her 2013 Buick Encore
hit a light pole. Damage
is estimated between
$1,000 and $2,500.

Deer accident
Damage is estimated

between $2,500 and $5,000
after a deer ran in front
of  a Portland man’s vehi-
cle on Indiana 67 about
7:20 p.m. Thursday.

Kenneth E. Wellman,
67, was driving on the
highway in Jay County
when a deer ran in front
of  his 2013 Kia Optima.
He wasn’t able to avoid a
collision with the ani-
mal.
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Swiss Village, Inc. is now seeking a full-time Bath Aide to work
6am-2pm M-F, with no weekends required.  The Bath Aide is
responsible for providing bath care to residents 4 times per week
on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays in accordance
with proper procedures and then working as a floor CNA on
Wednesdays. This position requires an active Indiana CNA
license and will be included in the Holiday working rotation.
Seeking candidates who are dependable, demonstrate respect
for the residents and their family members, and who can maintain
a cooperative working relationship with co-workers. Successful
candidate will be given an additional $1.50/hr added to their hourly
CNA pay rate.

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org, 
in-person, or send resume to:

Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist
Swiss Village

1350 W. Main St.
Berne, IN 46711

Or email: careers@swissvillage.org

JOB POSTING:
FULL-TIME BATH AIDE (CNA)

SERVICES
Today

Archer, Connie: 2 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Sunday
Klopfenstein, Ann: 2 p.m.,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

Continued from page 1
Out of  a crowd of  about 14 peo-

ple, a few residents who live near
the planned facility’s location
asked questions or shared con-
cerns about the project.

One man worried about how the
deer patterns will change near his
home, which he said will be sur-
rounded on three sides with pan-
els. Jay County Building and Plan-
ning director John Hemmelgarn
noted the fence runs parallel to the
gas lines, which will provide a
path for deer to cross.

Hemmelgarn also asked if  the
facility could have dimmer safety

lights (or if  the lights could be
adjusted to different angles) in
comparison to lights at its wind
farm. He noted his office had many
calls about the issue.

Wengierski said the company
was aware of  the problem and
adjusted light angles in response.

Jay County Commissioner Brian
McGalliard, who represents the
south district, spoke in favor of
the project.

“Unfortunately anytime you
have expansion, progress, some-
body’s affected,” he said. “We have
no virgin territory in Jay County.
Somebody’s going to be affected.”

Pati McLaughlin, assistant
director of  Jay County Building
and Planning, noted the construc-
tion start and end dates were dif-
ferent across various documents
given to the county. Scout agreed
to provide updated documents
with an accurate timeline.

Plan commission members
Michelle Penrod, Steve Ford, Scott
Hilfiker, Chad Aker and Brad
Daniels — Matt Minnich, Adam
Westgerdes and Dru Mercer were
absent — approved the company’s
development plan unanimously,
with the requirement Scout makes
the necessary timeline change.

Approved ...

Band
raises

The Jay County High
School Patriot Band
leadership team’s service
project this year focused
on raising money for Jay
County Cancer Society. The
group presented a
$1,335.75 check to Tish
Gierhart of the cancer
society. Pictured from left
are band leaders Thomas
Charles, Isaac Braun and
Madison Franks, Gierhart,
band leader and project
chair Lilly Hedges and
band leaders Brooke
Stauffer, Seth Wilson,
Aaron Funkhouser.  Not
pictured are Halle Saxman,
Ralyn Chaffins and Cassie
Guffey.

Capsule Reports

Removal ...

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................7.00
April corn ................7.05
Wheat ......................8.42

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................7.25
April corn ................7.25
May corn..................7.30

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................7.07
April corn ................7.07
Beans ......................16.49
April beans ............16.49

Wheat ...................... 9.86
April wheat ............ 9.86

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................7.08
Late March corn......7.08
Beans ......................16.39
Late March beans..16.39
March wheat............9.31

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................7.01
April corn ................7.01
Beans ......................16.11
April beans ............16.18
Wheat ......................9.22

Lotteries

On March 11, 1941,
President Franklin D.
Roosevelt signed the
Lend-Lease Bill, provid-
ing war supplies to coun-
tries fighting the Axis.

In 1972, demolition of
the 100-year-old grand-
stand at Jay County Fair-
grounds began. The
structure was to be

demolished and replaced
with bleachers in the
same area along the half-
mile track.

In 2002, two columns
of  light soared skyward
from Ground Zero in
New York as a temporary
memorial to the victims
of  the Sept. 11.

—AP and The CR

CR almanac

25/17 48/34 57/41 58/40 64/46
There’s a

chance of
snow on Sat-
urday. Other-
wise, wind
gusts may be
as high as 30
mph.

Wednes-
day will be
mostly sunny
with a high in
the low 60s.

The fore-
cast for Tues-
day shows
partly sunny
skies and
highs in the
upper 50s.

Windy con-
ditions may
continue into
Sunday with
gusts as high
as 30 mph.
Otherwise,
mostly sunny.

Monday’s
weather looks
to be mostly
sunny with a
low around 41
degrees.

Saturday
3/12

Sunday
3/13

Monday
3/14

Tuesday
3/15

Wednesday
3/16

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$112 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $20

million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 3-8-6
Daily Four: 3-9-9-1
Evening
Daily Three: 1-0-9
Daily Four: 3-2-1-4
Quick Draw: 5-10-12-

15-16-19-23-29-35-42-43-44-
47-49-56-63-69-73-76-80

Cash 5: 14-16-25-42-43
Estimated jackpot:

$75,000

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 9-3-6
Pick 4: 0-0-1-0
Pick 5: 4-6-4-3-7
Evening
Pick 3: 8-1-4
Pick 4: 4-3-5-0
Pick 5: 9-4-2-7-5
Rolling Cash: 5-7-10-17-

31
Estimated jackpot:

$171,000

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, com-
missioners’ room,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

2 p.m. — Jay County
Personnel Committee,
commissioners’ room,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

4 p.m. — Jay County
Library Board, Commu-
nity Room, library, 315
N. Ship St., Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of  Works, city
building 131 S. Main St.

6:05 p.m. — Portland
City Council special
meeting, council cham-
bers, fire station, 1616 N.
Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building
131 S. Main St.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

BRYANT AREA COM-
MUNITY CENTER —
Walking from 9:30 to 10:30
a.m. every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE –– Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260) 726-
8636. Walk-ins accepted.

DIABETES SUPPORT
GROUP — Meets at 3 p.m.
on the second Monday of
each month at Mercer
Health in Coldwater, Ohio.

JAY COUNTY DRUG
PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at 3:30
p.m. the second Monday of
each month at Portland
Fire Department, 1616 N.
Franklin St. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come. 

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 5:30
p.m., with the meeting at 6
p.m., in the fellowship
hall at Evangelical
Methodist Church, 930 W.
Main St., Portland. New
members welcome. For
more information, call
(260) 726-5312. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

REDISCOVERING JOY
— A support group for
widows and widowers
meets from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
the second Monday of
each month at R&R Fabri-
cations, 601 E. Washington
St., St. Henry, Ohio. Ohio
State University Exten-
sion agent Danny Reth-
man will be speaking
about gardening. For
more information, call or
text Judy at (419) 733-5629
or Mary at (419) 678-8830,
or email rediscover-
ingjoy@yahoo.com. New
members are welcome.

Tuesday
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

ALZHEIMER'S CARE-
GIVER SUPPORT GROUP
— Will meet at 5:30 p.m.
the third Tuesday of  each
month at Jay County Pub-
lic Library community
room. For more informa-
tion, call Deb Tipton at
(260) 729-2806 or Elasha
Lennartz at (765) 729-4567.

THE LANDING — A 12-
step program for those in
sixth through 12th grade
will meet at 5:55 p.m. each
Tuesday at 2nd Chance at
Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 703-0777 or (260) 726-
5273.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Community Calendar

Photo provided

Five generations
Pictured are five generations of the Blowers, Mong, Ronald and Schricker families. In the
front row are great great-grandmother Martha Ronald holding Emberlyn Kay Schricker and
great-grandmother Evelyn Mong. In the back row are grandmother Elizabeth Blowers and
father Jordan Schricker.

DEAR ABBY: I refer to
my husband as “the most
single married man” I
know. He turns off  the
lights, turns off  the heat
and turns off  the TV
while I’m still watching
or still plan on being
home. 

His latest “single”
thing is that he planned a
birthday dinner out with
our son and other family
members. 

Guess what? I found
out about it from the
birthday boy. 

We have been married
almost 50 years. All our
children are in their 40s. 

I have spoken to him
numerous times about
his forgetting my pres-
ence in a room, but I have
never been excluded from
a family birthday until
now. I am thinking of
writing a book titled,
“The Most Single Mar-
ried Man I Know.” What
should I be doing differ-
ently? — FORGOTTEN
WOMAN IN NEW HAMP-
SHIRE

DEAR FORGOTTEN:
If  this has been going
on since you and your
husband were married,
accept that he is some-
one who is unusually
centered on himself. If
this is something rela-
tively recent, he may
need to be physically
and neurologically
evaluated by his physi-
cian. 

If  there is nothing
“wrong” with him, rec-
ognize it’s time to fend
for yourself. Remember
to monitor the thermo-
stat, keep a flashlight
handy and be prepared
to explore activities
you enjoy in case your
husband “forgets” to

include you in the
future. 

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My best

friend’s father recently
passed away. A memorial
has been planned on the
day of  a wedding I had
agreed to attend with my
girlfriend. In this situa-
tion involving two signif-
icant one-time life events,
is it more courteous to
defer to the living or the
dead? — UNSURE IN
SOUTHERN CALIFOR-
NIA

DEAR UNSURE:
Much depends upon
your relationship with
both of  these people.
Because your best
friend may need emo-
tional support during
this sad time, I am
inclined to suggest that
you go to the memorial
— and have your girl-
friend attend the wed-
ding so you will be rep-
resented. If  you
explain the circum-
stances to the person
who sent the wedding
invitation, there
should be no hurt feel-
ings.

••••••••••
Dear Abby is written by

Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.

Man focuses 
only on himself

Dear
Abby



“Were it left for me to decide whether we should
have government without newspapers or newspapers
without government I should not hesitate to prefer the
latter.” – Thomas Jefferson

VOLUME 149–NUMBER 221
FRIDAY EVENING, MARCH 11, 2022

Subscription rates: City delivery and Internet-only
pay at the office rates: 13 weeks – $32; six months –
$60; one year – $108. Motor route pay at the office
rates: 13 weeks – $39; six months – $68; one year –
$125; Mail: 13 weeks – $47; six months – $77; one
year – $135.

Home delivery problems: 
Call (260) 251-9588

The Commercial Review is published daily except
Sundays, Mondays and four holidays (New Year’s Day,
Fourth of  July, Thanksgiving and Christmas) by The
Graphic Printing Co. Inc., 309 W. Main St., Portland,
Indiana 47371. Periodical postage paid (USPS 125820) at
Portland, Indiana. Postmaster: Send address changes to
The Commercial Review, 309 W. Main St., P.O. Box 1049,
Portland, Indiana 47371 or call (260) 726-8141. 

We welcome letters to the editor. Letters should be
700 words or fewer, signed and include a phone number
for verification purposes. We reserve the right to edit
letters for content and clarity. Email letters to
news@thecr.com. www.thecr.com

The Commercial Review
HUGH N. RONALD (1911-1983), Publisher Emeritus

JACK RONALD
President

RAY COONEY
Editor and publisher

Page 4 Opinion The Commercial Review
Friday, March 11, 2022

TONIA HARDY
Business manager

BRIAN DODD
Production manager

To the editor:
In late February, I got a call

that no one wants to get.
My daughter had passed away

and my world was completely
changed forev-
er. 

The person
on the other
end of  that call was Jay County
coroner Mike Brewster. 

I would like to express my
most sincere appreciation for
the way that Mike displayed pro-
fessionalism that is simply put,
beyond reproach. He made
every effort to ensure that all of
my family’s questions were
answered, and that all of  our
needs were met. It is something
that we will forever be grateful
for. 

I also would like to thank Rob
Penrod and his team at
Williamson-Spencer & Penrod
for helping provide a beautiful
service for my daughter. 

You are both truly class acts.
Eric Smith
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Mourning
father
offers
his thanks

Letters to
the Editor

The Washington Post
Why is it that police offi-

cers, who have sworn an
oath to uphold the law, just
stand by and do nothing
when a fellow officer
engages in illegal conduct
— such as making discrim-
inatory arrests or using
excessive force? That ques-
tion has long been the ele-
phant in the room in any
discussion of  police
reform. That is why the
conviction of  three former
Minneapolis police officers
on federal charges that
they violated the constitu-
tional rights of  George
Floyd is significant. Offi-
cers are now on notice that
their inaction in the face of
wrongdoing puts them at
risk not only of  losing their
jobs but also of  being crim-
inally charged. That has
the potential to bring about
needed change to hide-
bound police cultures.

A federal jury last month
found three former Min-
neapolis police officers —
Tou Thao, 36; J. Alexander
Kueng, 28; and Thomas
Lane, 38 — guilty of  depriv-
ing Floyd of  his civil rights
by failing to provide med-
ical care as Derek Chauvin
knelt on Floyd for more
than nine minutes on May
25, 2020. Thao and Kueng
were convicted on an addi-
tional charge for not inter-
vening to stop Chauvin. All
three face state charges of
aiding and abetting mur-
der and manslaughter;
they have pleaded not
guilty.

The case against Chau-
vin, who was convicted of
murdering Floyd and is
serving a 22-year state
prison sentence while
awaiting sentencing for his
guilty plea to federal civil
rights charges, was
straightforward. Prosecu-
tors showed how his
actions — pressing his
knee against Floyd’s neck
and ignoring his repeated
pleas for help — resulted in
the death of  the 46-year-old
Black man. Prosecutors in
the federal case, which was
believed to be the first in
which officers were tried
for federal charges of  fail-
ing to intervene, faced a
stiffer challenge: proving
the inaction of  the three
officers was willful and
deliberate. Defense attor-

neys had argued the offi-
cers, two of  whom were
rookies new to the job,
were just following the
orders of  Chauvin, the sen-
ior, veteran officer in
charge whose judgment
they thought could be
trusted.

Prosecutors hammered
home that the law requires
police officers to intervene
when they see a fellow offi-
cer using excessive force.
They detailed the training
the officers received. But,
as federal prosecutor
Samantha Trepel said in
her opening statement,
“They watched as Floyd
suffered a slow and agoniz-
ing death.” When he said 25
times he could not breathe,
they “didn’t lift a finger” —
and that, she said, is a
crime. Just as in Chauvin’s
trial, perhaps the most
powerful evidence was the
video that captured the
agonizing minutes of
Floyd’s death and ignited
protests around the nation
over police brutality.

The verdicts are an affir-
mation of  the decision by
the Justice Department
under the Biden adminis-
tration to aggressively pur-
sue civil rights violations.
Just days before the Min-
neapolis jury delivered its
verdict, federal prosecu-
tors secured hate-crimes
convictions against three
white men in Georgia in
the killing of  a Black man
who was chased down
while jogging. The verdicts
against the three former
Minneapolis officers may
cause some police to think
about quitting and give
pause to those considering
entering the profession. Yet
the verdicts underscore the
constitutional obligations
of  police to intervene when
they see fellow officers
breaking the law. They
should spur police depart-
ments to make sure their
officers are properly
trained to uphold the law
— even when the trans-
gressor is a colleague.

Landmark verdict
can spark change

By MICHAEL J. HICKS
Authoritarian governments are

frequently thought to be more
decisive than democracies. They
can appear stronger and more
likely to win the future than do lib-
eral democracies, where debate is
marked by public disagreement.
Democracies are slow, with
actions guided by compromise
and the consent of  the governed.
Working toward compromise and
consensus takes deep strength and
conviction that too few people pos-
sess. This is one reason why admi-
ration for authoritarian leaders is
largely confined to the most inse-
cure of  us. This truth is exploited
by authoritarian leaders who offer
their followers the pretense of
physical bravado and toughness,
accompanied by flashy uniforms,
caps and slogans.

If  the past couple weeks have
demonstrated anything, it is the
folly of  this belief. The future
belongs to liberal democracies,
where respect for individual
rights, political freedom and the
rule of  law are nurtured and grow.
A second lesson of  the past two
weeks is that this future demands
a fight. We are again engaged in
this fight, and it is wise to consid-
er the cost.

In the coming weeks, the Russ-
ian armed forces will demonstrate
their solitary battlefield talent.
They will shell Ukrainian civil-
ians, and execute prisoners and
civic leaders as they advance into
Ukraine. Russian officers will be
shot for failing to achieve their
tactical objectives. This offers
obvious short-term encourage-
ment to the others, but their situa-
tion is precarious. Roughly 70 per-
cent of  their ground combat
power is now losing a tactical fight
in Ukraine.

The battlefield pictures are
haunting. They so remind me of
my war, that I can again smell the
cordite and burning flesh outside
of  Basra. If  you think that
description is difficult, I assure
you the pictures are certain to get
far worse. They may become
unthinkably worse in ways that
will test the world.

Putin’s Russia is in deadly trou-
ble. Their currency is now less
valuable than cheap toilet paper
of  the same weight, and the nation
is almost entirely cut off  from for-
eign trade and investment. Part of
this is due to sanctions by Western
democracies, but the biggest blow
has been from the private sector.
Russians are unlikely to be able to
import or export commodities or
products. They cannot even refuel

their merchant ships at sea or
repair their commercial air fleet.

They are an economy of  rough-
ly $1.7 trillion, with a $0.6 trillion
foreign currency reserve that they
now cannot spend. They have had
a run on the banks, and face the
collapse of  every market and net-
work system in the nation. They
can no longer import food, medi-
cine, telecommunications equip-
ment and transportation parts. By
mid spring, Russia will be a barter
economy.

Russia has already suffered a
stunning strategic loss. Nothing
they can now achieve on the bat-
tlefield will change that. They
entered Ukraine hoping to add to
their arsenal, but this campaign
might easily result in the erosion
of  one-third of  their military
power. Summer will be tough, but
the coming winter will see a
humanitarian crisis in Russia,
Ukraine and Belarus, a loose pup-
pet state of  Putin’s. There will be
millions of  refugees walking
across Europe, and political
unrest not seen since 1917 will
cover Russia.

We Americans are unworthily
fortunate. This economic shock
will affect us, but only minimally.
Oil price spikes typically precede
a recession. War affects oil prices,
as anyone now headed to the pump
can see. Still, after adjusting for
inflation, gas prices are below the
level we saw for a full 85 months in
the 21st century, and lower than
they were for the entire period
from 2010 to 2014.

Trade with Russia is roughly 0.2
percent of  the world economy. So,
even huge shocks to Russia are a
rounding error in the global econ-
omy. It is unwelcome to be sure,
but our economy is our strength
and Putin’s weakness. It isn’t now
clear he has any strengths.

Happy circumstances are possi-
ble. Putin could die like other
authoritarians before him, or
retire to Pyongyang. If  he stays,
European and NATO nations will
move to a warlike level of  prepa-
ration. That is where the real dis-
comfort will be felt. Germany has
already doubled her defense
spending, as will other NATO
countries. Our spending will not

have to increase as heavily, but I
suspect we will have to move an
army corps back to Europe. By
2023, we will likely be back to Cold
War levels of  force structure in
Europe. This will be costly in both
money and youth.

We have forgotten too quickly
some of  the consequences of  a
Cold War. From 1945 to 1991, the
U.S. lost a service member every 8
hours or so to training and opera-
tional accidents. It is an expensive,
difficult and dangerous work we
embark upon. It is also necessary.
A major part of  the success of
democracies in the Cold War was
an understanding of  the costs of
failure. It was a maturity of  spirit
born in the trenches of  WWI and
the battlefields of  WWII. We again
need that courage and resolve.

We inhabit a 246 year-old democ-
racy with strength enough to han-
dle a global crisis of  this sort
while still filling potholes. Unlike
the Russian government, we can
walk and chew gum at the same
time. But, these times demand
more of  us all. If  you find it neces-
sary to complain about high gas
prices, at least be honest about the
cause. High gas prices are caused
by Vladimir Putin and those who
emboldened him to conduct this
murderous invasion.

Better yet, when you fill up at
the pump, quietly remember how
many citizens of  democratic
Ukraine would trade anything to
have our problems. And instead of
complaining, give thanks for the
heroic sacrifice that weakens the
Russian army, while giving pause
to a generation of  tyrants across
the world.

Every American should be
thankful of  how trivial is our sac-
rifice in this conflict. We should
also be proud of  how well our gov-
ernment and her allies have han-
dled this crisis. The world’s
resolve was not organic. Our intel-
ligence agencies and diplomats
have performed brilliantly. Do not
let partisanship blind you to this
truth. The free world’s thoughtful
and informed resolve is the best
defense against a broader conflict,
and our ultimate weapon against
the expansion of  an authoritarian
tyranny that is now attacking
Ukraine.

••••••••••
Hicks is the director of  the Center

for Business and Economic
Research and the George and
Frances Ball Distinguished Profes-
sor of  Economics in the Miller Col-
lege of  Business at Ball State Uni-
versity. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.

Conflict is difficult, costly
Michael
J. Hicks

Guest
Editorial
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Western and Ukrainian offi-

cials have said Russian forces
have struggled in the face of
heavier-than-expected resist-
ance and supply and morale
problems. So far, they have made
the most advances on cities in
the south and east while stalling
in the north and around Kyiv.

Friday’s strikes targeted the
west, away from the main battle-
zones, where the Ukrainian air
force has used bases to operate.
Russian Defense Ministry
spokesman Igor Konashenkov
said Russia used high-precision
long-range weapons Friday to
put military airfields in Lutsk
and Ivano-Frankivsk “out of
action.” He did not provide
details.

The Lutsk strikes killed four

Ukrainian servicemen and
wounded six, Lutsk Mayor Ihor
Polishchuk said. In Ivano-
Frankivsk, residents were
ordered to shelters after an air
raid alert, Mayor Ruslan
Martsinkiv said.

In another potentially omi-
nous movement, new satellite
photos appeared to show the
massive Russian convoy outside
the Ukrainian capital had
fanned out into nearby towns
and forests.

Howitzers were towed into
positions to open fire, and
armored units were seen in
towns near the Antonov Airport
north of  the city, according to
Maxar Technologies, the compa-
ny that produced the images.

The 40-mile line of  vehicles,
tanks and artillery had massed

outside Kyiv early last week. But
its advance had appeared to stall
amid reports of  food and fuel
shortages while Ukrainian
troops also targeted it with anti-
tank missiles.

The purpose of  the new moves
was unclear. Russia likely
intends to eventually encircle
the capital. But Nick Reynolds, a
land warfare analyst at British
defense think-tank Royal United
Services Institute, said the move
“looks like a defensive measure
to allow the convoy to both bet-
ter protect itself” and may indi-
cate it can’t surround the city
quickly.

“Therefore, by dispersing,
they can better protect them-
selves in the areas where they do
hold ground,” Reynolds said.
The Russians seemed to be

stalled near Kyiv and Kharkiv
but making progress in other
areas, and the Ukrainian mili-
tary has “taken a battering”
while Russia is increasing bom-
bardments and regrouping its
forces on the ground.

“It’s ugly already but it’s going
to get worse,” he said.

The British Ministry of
Defense said that after making
“limited progress,” Russian
forces were trying to “re-set and
re-posture” their troops, gearing
up for operations against Kyiv.

Moscow also indicated it plans
to bring fighters from Syria into
the conflict.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin approved bringing in “vol-
unteer” fighters and told his
defense minister to help them
“move to the combat zone.”

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov confirmed the “volun-
teers” include fighters from
Syria.

Defense Minister Sergei
Shoigu said Russia knew of
“more than 16,000 applications”
from Middle East countries,
many of  them from people he
said had helped Russia against
the Islamic State group, accord-
ing to a Kremlin transcript.

Since 2015, Russian forces
have backed Syrian President
Bashar Assad against various
groups opposed to his rule,
including Islamic State. Opposi-
tion activists in Syria have also
reported Russian recruitment
efforts for the Ukraine war. But
they estimate the number of  vol-
unteers so far is in the hundreds
or a few thousand.

By ALAN FRAM
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A
$13.6 billion emergency
package of  military and
humanitarian aid for
besieged Ukraine and its
European allies easily won
final congressional
approval, hitching a ride on
a government-wide spend-
ing bill that’s five months
late but loaded with politi-
cal prizes for both parties.

With Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s invasion
killing thousands and forc-
ing over 2 million others to
flee, the Senate approved
the $1.5 trillion overall leg-
islation by a 68-31 biparti-
san margin late Thursday.
Democrats and Republi-
cans have battled this elec-
tion year over rising infla-
tion, energy policy and lin-
gering pandemic restric-
tions, but they’ve rallied
behind sending aid to
Ukraine, whose stubborn
resilience against brutal
force has been inspira-
tional for many voters.

“We promised the
Ukrainian people they
would not go at it alone in
their fight against Putin,”
Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y.,
said just before the vote.
“And once we pass this
funding in a short while, we
will keep that promise.”

The House passed the
compromise bill easily
Wednesday. President Joe
Biden’s signature was cer-
tain.

White House press secre-
tary Jen Psaki said
approval “proves once
more that members of  both
parties can come together
to deliver results for the
American people” — a phe-
nomenon in short supply in
recent years.

She also prodded law-
makers to revive money
“urgently needed to pre-
vent severe disruptions to
our COVID response.” In an
embarrassment to Biden
and Democratic leaders
who’d made it a top priority,
the House on Wednesday
dropped the measure’s $15.6
billion for continuing
efforts to battle the pan-
demic after rank-and-file
lawmakers balked at cuts
in aid states had been
promised.

Around half  the $13.6 bil-
lion measure for the war
was for arming and equip-
ping Ukraine and the Pen-
tagon’s costs for sending
U.S. troops to other Eastern
European nations skittish
about the warfare next
door. Much of  the rest
included humanitarian and
economic assistance,
strengthening regional
allies’ defenses and protect-
ing their energy supplies
and cybersecurity needs.

Republicans strongly
backed that spending. But
they criticized Biden for
moving too timidly, such as
in the unresolved dispute
with Poland over how that
nation could give MiG
fighter jets to Ukraine that
its pilots know how to fly.

“This administration’s
first instinct is to flinch,
wait for international and
public pressure to over-
whelm them, and then take
action only after the most
opportune moment has
passed us by,” said Senate
Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell, R-Ky.

Senate
OKs
aid for
Ukraine

BEIJING (AP) — China
on Friday ordered a lock-
down of  the 9 million resi-
dents of  the northeastern
city of  Changchun amid a
new spike in COVID-19
cases in the area attributed
to the highly contagious
omicron variant.

Residents are required to
remain at home, with one
family member permitted
to venture out to buy food
and other necessities every
two days. All residents
must undergo three rounds
of  mass testing, while non-
essential businesses have
been closed and transport
links suspended.

The latest lockdowns,
which also include

Yucheng with 500,000 peo-
ple in the eastern province
of  Shandong, show China
is sticking to the draconian
approach to the pandemic
it has enforced for most of
the past two years, despite
some earlier indications
that authorities would be
implementing more target-
ed measures.

China reported another
397 cases of  local transmis-
sion nationwide on Friday,
98 of  them in Jilin
province that surrounds
Changchun, a center of  the
country’s auto industry. In
the entire province, cases
have exceeded 1,100 since
the latest outbreak first
struck late last week.

China locks down
city of 9 million

Strikes ...

Mt. Cuba Center

Admiring blooms
Visitors admire the blooms along a trail at Mt. Cuba Center in Hockessin, Delaware. Just off Interstate 95 near

the Pennsylvania-Delaware border, Mt. Cuba Center manages more than 1,000 acres sustainably, supporting scientific
research and educating the public about native plants.
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BANNERS
40” x 13”

BUY ONE FOR
$695

GET ONE FOR
$350

Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Vaalentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAYY - FRIDAYY
Custom sizes available.
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located : 1675 W High-
way 18, Bryant IN, 
Saturday Morning, 
MARCH 26, 2022 AT

10:00 A. M. 
REAL ESTATE

1 ½ story home with
1580 square feet of liv-
ing space located West
of Bryant Indiana in

Jackson Township on 5
acres. This property fea-
tures a 3 bedroom home

with 1 full bath, and
heating system. Addi-
tional property features
include large 2 story
barn, machine shed,
granary, and other out-
buildings. This rural
property offers a very

nice country setting with
a nice set of buildings.
For more information or
a private showing con-
tact Gary Loy, Auction-
eer at (260) 726-5160 or
Kim Loy, Real Estate
Broker at (260) 726-

2700. 
JOHN LEWIS 

By Randy Lewis, POA 
Loy Auction 

AC#31600027 Auction-
eers 

Gary Loy AU01031608 
Ben Lyons AU10700085 

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Troy Foust AU1980006  

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

THE TOWN OF RED-
KEY IS

accepting applications
for a Full Time  Police

Officer. Applications may
be picked up at the The
Redkey Town Hall, 8922
West State Road 67,

Redkey, IN. Applications
must be submitted

before 4 p.m. on March
11th, 2022. 

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING for Driver. Phone
260-438-2508  
THE JAY COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS are
taking applications for
the position of Jay Coun-
ty Emergency Manage-
ment Director through
noon on March 18, 2022.
Applications may be
picked up at and
returned to the Jay
County Auditor’s Office
at 120 North Court Street
in Portland, Indiana. Job
Description available
upon request. Jay Coun-
ty Government is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

FIREPLACES,
STOVES, INSERTS, and
Hot Tubs. Kerns Fire-
place & Spa 5217 Tama
Rd. Celina OH 419-363-
2230 

160 WANTED TO BUY

WANTED TO BUY:
INDIAN Artifact Collec-
tions, Arrowheads, etc.
Call 419-852-6825 ask
for Robin. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 
FOR RENT 3 Bed-1 bath
house located in Port-
land. Rent, plus Deposit,
plus Utilities. NO PETS.
References required.
260-368-9079 

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

A
D
V
E
R
T
I
S
E
in 
The

Commercial
Review
C
L
A
S
S
I
F
I
E
D

  A
D
S

726-8141

90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED 140 APPLIANCES 200 FOR RENTS 230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

 The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery

Comments or Problems?
Call our Circulation

Hotline
260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery Deadlines
Tuesday - Friday: 6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St., Portland.

Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Circulation Department Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

Public Notice
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF
HEARING ON PROPOSED
CUMULATIVE CAPITAL 
DEVELOPMENT FUND

Notice is hereby given to the
taxpayers of the City of Port-
land, Jay County, Indiana, that
the City Council will consider
at its regularly held City Coun-
cil meeting at 1616 North
Franklin Street, Portland, IN
47371 at 5:30 pm on March 21,
2022, the reestablishment of a
Cumulative Capital Develop-
ment Fund under the provi-
sions of Indiana Code 36-9-15.5
for all uses as set out in IC 36-9-
15.5.
The tax will be levied on all tax-
able real and personal property
within the taxing district and
will not exceed:
$0.0500 per $100 of assessed val-
uation beginning with taxes
payable in 2023 and thereafter,
continuing until reduced or re-
scinded.
Taxpayers appearing at such
hearing shall have the right to
be heard thereon. Written com-
ments filed with the Clerk Trea-
surer before the hearing will
also be considered. The pro-
posal for reestablishment of the
Cumulative Capital Develop-
ment Fund is subject to ap-
proval by the Department of Lo-
cal Government Finance.
Within 30 days after the date of
the adoption of the cumulative
fund by the City Council, the
City of Portland will publish a
Notice of Adoption. Upon pub-
lication of the Notice of Adop-
tion, 25 or more taxpayers in the
taxing district may file a peti-
tion with the County Auditor
not later than noon 30 days after
the publication of the Notice of
Adoption setting forth their ob-
jections to the proposed fund.

Dated this March 3rd , 2022
Lori Phillips, Portland Clerk-

Treasurer
CR 3-3,11-2022-HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Junior high swimming
hosts Allen County Athletic Conference
Championships – 5 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Track in Golden Eagle

Relays at Anderson University – 3 p.m.;
Junior high wrestling in Allen County
Athletic Conference Tournament at
South Adams – 9 a.m.

TV schedule
Today

11:30 a.m. — Men’s college bas-
ketball: Big Ten Tournament – Indiana
vs. Illinois (BTN)

Noon — Men’s college basketball:
SEC Tournament – Texas A&M vs.
Auburn (ESPN); Atlantic 10 Tourna-
ment – Fordham vs. Davidson (USA)

1 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
American Athletic Conference Tourna-
ment – Cincinnati vs. Houston (ESPN2)

2 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
SEC Tournament – LSU vs. Arkansas
(ESPN); Big Ten Tournament – Iowa vs.
Rutgers (BTN)

3 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
American Athletic Conference Tourna-
ment – Semifinal (ESPN2)

6 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Atlantic 10 Tournament – Massachu-
setts vs. Dayton (USA)

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball:  Big East Tournament – Semifinal
(FS1); Big Ten Tournament – Michigan
State vs. Wisconsin (BTN)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Big 12 Tournament – Semifinal
(ESPN2); ACC Tournament  – Semifinal
(ESPN)

8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Atlantic 10 Tournament (USA)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Big East Tournament – Semifinal (FS1);
Big Ten Tournament – Penn State vs.
Purdue (BTN)

9:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: ACC Tournament – Semifinal
(ESPN)

11:30 p.m. — Pac-12 Tournament –
Semifinal (FS1)

Saturday
8:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Mil-

waukee Bucks vs. Golden State War-
riors (ABC)

11 a.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: America East Tournament –
Championship (ESPN2)

11:30 a.m. — NASCAR Xfinity
Series: United Rentals 200 qualifying
(FS1)

1 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
SEC Tournament – Semifinal (ESPN);

Big Ten Tournament – Semifinal (CBS);
MEAC Tournament – Championship
(ESPN2)

1:30 p.m. — NASCAR Cup Series:
Ruoff Mortgage 500 qualifying (FS1)

2 p.m. — NHRA: Camping World
Series – All-Star Callout (FOX)

3 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
The American Tournament – Semifinal
(ESPN2)

3:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Big Ten Tournament – Semifinal
(CBS); SEC Tournament – Semifinal
(ESPN)

3:30 p.m. — Major League Soccer:
Los Angeles Galaxy at Seattle
Sounders (FOX)

4:30 p.m. — NASCAR Xfinity Series:
United Rentals 200 (FS1)

5:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: The American Tournament – Semi-
final (ESPN2)

6 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Big 12 Tournament – Championship
(ESPN); Mountain West Conference –
Championship (CBS)

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Big East Tournament – Champi-
onship (FOX)

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college hockey:
Notre Dame at Michigan (BTN)

7:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Mid-American Conference – Cham-
pionship (ESPN2)

8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: ACC Tournament – Championship
(ESPN)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Pac-12 Tournament — Championship
(FOX)

9:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: SLC Tournament – Championship
(ESPN2)

10 p.m. — Men’s college hockey:
Penn State vs. Minnesota (BTN)

11:30 p.m. — Men’s college bas-
ketball: BWC Tournament – Champi-
onship (ESPN2)

Local notes
Registration dates upcoming

Portland Junior League will have a
registration session Saturday for its
2022 season.

The session will be from 9 a.m. to
noon Saturday at Jay Community Cen-
ter.

Forms can be picked up at JCC, or
online registration is available at the
Portland Junior League’s Facebook
page.

PJL is open to boys and girls ages 5
through 15.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
Training camps in Florida and

Arizona will open Friday, with
players mandated to report by
Sunday. Opening day was pushed
back just over a week from its
March 31 date, but all that might
be forgotten when the Yankees’
Aaron Judge digs in against the
rival Red Sox, or Shohei Ohtani
eschews the new universal desig-
nated hitter and plays both ways
for the Angels.

“I do want to start by apologiz-
ing to our fans,” Commissioner
Rob Manfred said, his voice qua-
vering at times, later adding: “I
hope that the players will see the
effort we made to address their
concerns in this agreement as an
olive branch in terms of  building
a better relationship.”

A frenzy of  free-agency action
was expected. A freeze on roster
transactions was dissolved
Thursday night, spurring a wave
of  speculation about new homes
for Carlos Correa, Freddie Free-
man and more than 100 other free
agents who had been kept in lock-
out limbo.

The deal brings major changes
that include expansion of  the DH
to the National League, increas-
ing the postseason from 10 teams

to 12, advertisements on uni-
forms, a balanced schedule that
reduces intradivision play start-
ing in 2023 and measures aimed
to incentivize competition and
decrease rebuilding, such as an
amateur draft lottery. Most of
the labor fight, of  course, cen-
tered on the game’s core econom-
ics.

The players’ executive board
approved the five-year contract at
about 3 p.m. in a 26-12 vote. Own-
ers ratified the deal 30-0 just
three hours later, and just like
that, baseball’s ninth work stop-
page ended.

Not that all is resolved. Union
head Tony Clark did not appear
alongside Manfred and sched-
uled a separate news conference
for Friday, a visible sign of  the
sport’s factions.

“Our union endured the sec-
ond-longest work stoppage in its
history to achieve significant
progress in key areas that will
improve not just current players’
rights and benefits, but those of
generations to come,” Clark said
in a statement.

Manfred pledged “maybe to
more regularly get to the bottom
of  player concerns so that they
don’t build up.”

“I spoke to Tony after their rat-
ification vote. I told him that I
thought we had a great opportu-
nity for the game in front of  us,”
Manfred said. “One of  the things
that I’m supposed to do is pro-
mote a good relationship with
our players. I’ve tried to do that. I
think that I have not been suc-
cessful in that. I think that it
begins with small steps.”

Players’ pictures that had been
scrubbed from the league’s web-
site were restored. Teams tweet-
ed videos and statements cele-
brating the lockout’s end and
sharing info about tickets for the
new opening day.

The 184 games canceled by
Manfred were instead postponed,
and the regular season was
extended by three days to Oct. 5.
Approximately three games per
team will be made up as part of
doubleheaders.

With pitchers Max Scherzer
and Andrew Miller taking promi-
nent roles as union spokesmen,
players let three management
deadlines pass — Manfred called
them “the art of  collective bar-
gaining” — before accepting an
agreement before the fourth.

While the union’s executive
subcommittee voted 8-0 against

the deal — all earned $3.5 mil-
lion or more last year — player
representatives were in favor by
26-4.

“Time and economic leverage.
No agreement comes together
before those two things play
out,” Manfred said. “I think we
made an agreement when it was
possible to make an agreement.”

After narrowing the economic
gap this week, MLB made anoth-
er offer Thursday afternoon,
saying this was the absolute,
final, last moment to preserve
full salary and service time.

“The deal pushes the game for-
ward,” Yankees pitcher Gerrit
Cole, a member of  the union’s
executive subcommittee, said in
a telephone interview with the
AP. “It addresses a lot of  the
things that the players in the
game should be focused on: the
competitive integrity aspect of
it.”

The union especially wanted
to boost pay of  young players
and encourage teams not to
delay their debuts in order to
push back free agency.

Under the new postseason for-
mat, two division winners from
each league receive first-round
byes and the remaining four

teams play in a best-of-three wild
card round.

The deal allows teams to have
advertising on uniforms and hel-
mets for the first time and estab-
lished a fast-track MLB-dominat-
ed rules committee that could
recommend a pitch clock and
limits on defensive shifts starting
in 2023. Tiebreaker games for
playoff  berths have been elimi-
nated, replaced by mathematical
formulas.

The luxury tax threshold rises
from $210 million last year to $230
million this season, the largest
yearly increase since that
restraint began in 2003. The
threshold rises to $244 million by
2026, a loosening for the biggest
spenders such as the Yankees,
Mets, Dodgers and Red Sox. The
3% annual growth is well over
the 2.1% during the expired con-
tract and the 1.2% in the 2011
deal.

Tax rates remain unchanged at
the initial threshold, second and
third thresholds. A new fourth
threshold, aimed at billionaire
New York Mets owner Steve
Cohen, starts $80 million above
the first and has rates of  80% for
the first offender, 90%, for the
second and 110% for the third.

Deal ...

The Patriots trailed by
12 after the first seven
weight classes.

They didn’t lose anoth-
er match the rest of  the
night.

Jay County Junior
High School’s wrestling
team closed with nine
consecutive victories as it
dominated the visiting
Bluffton Tigers 70-30
Thursday.

Julian Hudson (125)
started a run of  six con-
secutive pins for the
Patriots, who improved to
14-2. Continuing the
streak were Jacob Robin-
son (132), Cole Carpenter
(140), Leighton Brown
(150), Garrett Bennett
(160) and Malachi Her-
nandez (175).

Rhysin Blowers (196)

won by a 10-2 major deci-
sion before Joaquin John-
son (220) and Alan Ortiz
(275) finished off  the
sweep of  the final nine
matches of  the evening.

Other wins for Jay
County on Thursday
came from Maddax
Byrum (75), Grant
Linville (85) and Hayden
Ison (110).

Scoring exhibition vic-
tories for the Patriots
were Byrum (75), Gabe
Ardizzone (125), Ava
Raines (160), Maleah Par-
son (160), Haley Ridenour
(160) and Hayden Rich-
man (102).

Jay County will com-
pete in the Allen County
Athletic Conference
Tournament at 9 a.m. Sat-
urday at South Adams.

Nine in a row power Jay to victory

Julian Hudson of Jay
County Junior High
School controls
Bluffton’s Gavin Grieser
during their 125-pound
match Thursday night.
Hudson went on to win
by pin, starting a run of
nine consecutive Patriot
victories.
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Sports
Friday, March 11, 2022

Get all of your local
sports information online
by visiting thecr.com

JC track heads to Golden
Eagle Relays on Saturday,

see Sports on tap

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Trayce
Jackson-Davis scored 19 of  his 24
points in the second half, Xavier
Johnson had 17 points, eight
rebounds and seven assists and No. 9
seed Indiana closed on a 31-9 run to
rally past eighth-seeded Michigan 74-
69 on Thursday in the second round
of  the Big Ten Conference tourna-
ment.

Michigan led by 17 points on an Eli
Brooks basket with 12:52 remaining
but the Wolverines would not make
another field goal until the 1:42 mark.

Jackson-Davis made two free
throws with 5:39 remaining in the
second half  to give Indiana its first
lead, 63-62, since it was 7-6 with 15:50
remaining before halftime. The free
throws capped a 20-2 run that saw
Jackson-Davis throw down two
momentum-changing dunks on back-
to-back possessions, off  nice assists
from Trey Galloway and Johnson.

After Michigan missed its 13th
straight shot, Jackson-Davis scored
in traffic in the lane for a 71-64 lead
with 1:53 left. DeVante’ Jones ended
Michigan’s slide with a runner in
the lane and Brooks added a 3-point-
er in transition two possessions
later to pull within 71-69.

Michigan forced Indiana into a
tough contested shot and got the
defensive rebound but threw it out
of  bounds with 10.9 seconds left. It
was Michigan’s 10th turnover of  the

second half. Johnson was fouled and
made two free throws for a 73-69
lead.

Indiana (19-12) advances to play
top-seeded Illinois in the quarterfi-
nals on Friday.

Jones scored 18 points for Michi-
gan (17-14), which had its 14-game
winning streak in the opening game
of  the Big Ten tournament snapped.
Brooks added 17 points and Hunter
Dickinson scored 13 of  his 15 in the
first half.

IU rallies past Wolverines

Hoosiers close on 31-9 run
in second round of tournament

By RONALD BLUM
AP Baseball Writer

NEW YORK — Major
League Baseball’s players
and owners ended their
most bitter money fight
in a quarter-century
Thursday when the play-
ers’ association accepted
management’s offer to
salvage a 162-game sea-
son that is now scheduled
to start April 7.

The work stoppage
ended at 7 p.m., closing
an acrimonious 99-day
lockout that delayed
spring training and
threatened to cancel reg-
ular-season games for the
first time since 1995.

See Deal page 7

Owners,
players
reach
a deal
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Ruble wrestles
Brenna Ruble of the Jay County Junior High School wrestling team tries to work for a pin Thursday evening during

the Patriots’ match against the visiting Bluffton Tigers. For details about the match, see page 7.


