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Linda Muhlenkamp, 66,
rural Portland
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  52 degrees Thurs-
day. The low was 43.
Tonight’s forecast calls for

scattered rain showers with
the low dropping to 30, then
scattered rain and snow show-
ers early Saturday. Winds will
gust to 35 miles per hour.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

Today’s newspaper includes
the Fort Recovery High School
spring sports preview section,
including stories about the
Tribe baseball, softball and
track teams.
A spring sports preview

section for Jay County High
School will be published with
the April 6 newspaper.

Saturday — Jay County
High School Winter Guard to
compete at state.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Dunkirk City Coun-
cil meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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(Editor’s note: This is the first
in a series of  election-related sto-
ries that will run prior to early
voting beginning April 5.)
By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
Two Republican candidates

for commissioner will square
off  in the May 3 primary elec-
tion for commissioner.
Incumbent Chad Aker and for-

mer Jay County School Board
member Bryan Alexander are
running for their party’s nomi-
nation for the middle district
commissioner seat.
Aker is in the midst of  his

first term as a commissioner,

having served as president since
January 2021. He graduated
from Jay County High School in
1990 and earned an associate’s
degree in electronics engineer-
ing at ITT Technical Institute.
He’s a full-time firefighter at

Portland Fire Department,
where he served two years as
fire chief. 
He owns and operates Jay

Home Inspections. He also
coached for about 10 years with
Portland Junior League and

coached girls softball at Jay
County High School for at least
three years.
Alexander is a 1986 graduate

of  Jay County High School. He
obtained a bachelor’s degree in
political science from University

of  Tampa, Florida. Alexander
worked for Credential Insurance
for a few years before shifting to
Capital Cities Investments in
1993. He opened a Portland
branch of  the business in 2001.
He has been involved in

Republican politics since he was
14 years old, he said, having
been a part of  the Teenage
Republicans group. He also
served two terms on Jay County
School board from 2002 to 2010.
Aker seeks re-election because

he wants to continue with proj-
ects and plans that are in the
works, he said.
See Commissioner page 2

Aker and Alexander to square off

By CHRIS MEGERIAN
and CATHY BUSSEWITZ 
Associated Press
BRUSSELS — The Unit-

ed States and European
Union today announced a
new partnership to
reduce the continent’s
reliance on Russian ener-
gy, a step top officials
characterized as the start
of  a years-long initiative
to further isolate Moscow
after its invasion of
Ukraine.
U.S. President Joe

Biden asserted that Russ-
ian President Vladimir
Putin uses energy to
“coerce and manipulate
his neighbors” and uses
the profits from its sale to
“drive his war machine.”

See Effort page 5

By KYLEE MULLIKIN
Herald Bulletin (Anderson)
Before the COVID-19 pan-

demic, the dementia work-
force experienced high
turnover rates. Exacerbat-
ed by the pandemic, home
health aides are in extreme
demand right now, and the
need is expected to increase
over the next few years.
According to a report by

the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion Greater Indiana had
about 43,640 home health
aides in 2018. To meet the
growing demand for these
services, Indiana will need

59,990 home health aides by
2028 — a 37.5% increase.
The report noted that

home health aides and
other care workers who
work with dementia
patients often lack ade-
quate dementia training
and earn low wages.
Cody Kendall, adminis-

trator for Above and
Beyond Homecare in
Anderson, feels that low
pay is the leading con-
tributing factor to high
turnover rates in Indiana.
“(Home health aides)

have to go through a nation-

al background check, take a
drug screen, get a tubercu-
losis test, go through eight
hours worth of  classes
(and) take a 100-question
test for basically a $13- to
$14-per-hour job.”
Kendall said that during

the pandemic, turnover
rates at Above and Beyond
Homecare, as well as many
other home health care
facilities across the county,
was 100% or higher.
“Normally in home

health care, it’s a high
turnover rate anyway. Usu-
ally, a caregiver will be here

three or four months,” he
said.
Starting July 1, home

health aides who work with
dementia and Alzheimer’s
patients will undergo uni-
form, state-approved train-
ing. New hires will get six
hours of  training within
their first 60 days.
Going forward, all home

health aides will be
required to participate in
three hours of  training
yearly.
While Kendall feels that

this training is necessary,
he feels it will add an extra

barrier for those wishing to
become a home health aide.
Another reason Kendall

feels there are high
turnover rates in the field
is that home health aides
might not feel appreciated.
They are always working

outside of  their work office
due to the nature of  their
work.
“The only communica-

tion they have (with the
office) might be (via) tele-
phone as opposed to com-
ing in (and) talking to
everybody,” Kendall said.

See Aides page 5

Report: State needs to add aides

Student
science

Henry Jutte (above)
presents his project to
judges Thursday during the
Fort Recovery Middle
School science fair. Seventh
grader Ashlyn Cantu (left)
demonstrates her group’s
project — peel-off lenses —
during the fair in the
elementary/middle school
auditeria.

Incumbent commissioner facing primary
challenge from former school board member
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EU, US
set to
declare
a new
effort

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
A 5-year-old boy was

found dead Thursday
night in Portland.
Portland Police Depart-

ment responded at 10:46
p.m. to 689 S. Western
Avenue, where they
found the child deceased. 
Police did not release

the child’s name this
morning. His mother is
27-year-old Chelsea
Crossland.
Portland police investi-

gator Jeff  Hopkins and
chief  deputy Steve
Schlechty both would not
confirm or deny if  foul
play were involved
because neither respond-
ed to the scene. Indiana
State Police are investi-
gating the matter.
Jay County Coroner

Michael Brewster said
there was an autopsy
scheduled for 10:15 a.m.
today to determine the
child’s cause of  death
and if  he had any under-
lying health issues.

An autopsy
was set  to

be conducted
this morning

Child,
5, was
found
dead



Randall W. Evans to
Jamie L. Evans, warranty
deed — Part of  Section 6,
Wabash Township, 3.37
acres
Allen L. Ellison

(deceased) and Jo A. Elli-
son to Jeremy L. Ellison,
quit claim deed — Part of
Section 10, Penn Township,
1 acre
Angela M. and Daniel D.

Paxson to Indiana Michi-
gan Company and Ameri-
can Electric Power, ease-
ment — Part of  Section 5,
Greene Township, 0.766
acres
James P. and Kristen R.

Schoenlein to Indiana
Michigan Company and
American Electric Power,
easement — Part of  Section
2, Greene Township, 1.489
acres
James L. Smitley

(deceased) and Nancy S.
Smitley (deceased) to David
and Meranda Teeter, per-
sonal representative deed
— Section 21, Pike Town-
ship, 80 acres
Debra K. and Edward E.

Certain, Carol J. and

Robert L. Manor, and
James W. and Patricia J.
Myers to Kevin L. Sills,
warranty deed — Section 3,
Greene Township, 60 acres
Jack Kahn to Michelle

Pierce, warranty deed —
Lots 1 and 2, Block 4, origi-
nal plat of  Bryant
Gary E. Hopkins

(deceased) and Sharon K.
Hopkins to Amanda K. and
Jason A. Westfall, warran-
ty deed — Section 1, Knox
Township, about 8 acres

Dealing drugs
A Portland woman was

arrested Wednesday for
dealing drugs.
Kelli S. Morningstar, 24,

538 W. High St., was prelim-
inarily charged with a
Level 5 felony for dealing
methamphetamine,
cocaine or a narcotic drug,
a Level 5 felony for dealing
marijuana, two Level 6
felonies for maintaining a
common nuisance and
unlawful possession of  a
syringe and a Class A mis-
demeanor for possession of
paraphernalia.
Morningstar is being

held on a $15,000 bond in
Jay County Jail.

Failed to appear
A Dunkirk woman was

arrested this morning for
failing to appear in court.

Keesha C. Taylor, 27, 346
E. Center St., has two origi-
nal Level 6 felony charges
for possession of  metham-
phetamine and two original
Class A misdemeanors for
resisting law enforcement
and driving with a suspend-
ed license. 
She’s being held without

bond in Jay County Jail.

Drug possession
A Portland man was

arrested this morning for
drug possession.
Joshua R. Williams, 40,

623 S. Meridian St., was pre-
liminarily charged with a
Level 5 felony, along with a
Class C misdemeanor for
possession of  parapherna-
lia.
He’s being held in Jay

County Jail on a $11,000
bond.
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Now seeking a Part-Time Receptionist for the front desk at Swiss
Village. This position is responsible for handling incoming phone calls,
attending to front desk inquiries, and providing clerical services for the
administrative staff. Seeking candidates available to work Monday,
Tuesday, and Friday from 4:30pm-7:30pm, every other weekend from
5pm-7:30pm, and on a holiday rotation. Must be friendly, customer
service oriented, and able to multi-task.

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org, in-person, 
or send Resume to:

Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist 
Swiss Village 

1350 W. Main St., Berne, IN 46711 
Or email: careers@swissvillage.org

NOW SEEKING: PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST
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SERVICES
Tuesday

Muhlenkamp, Linda: 10
a.m., Baird-Freeman Funeral
Home, 221 N. Meridian St.,
Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

Linda Muhlenkamp
Dec. 6, 1955-March 23, 2022

Linda A. Muhlenkamp, age 66, of
rural Portland passed away on
Wednesday, March 23, 2022, at her res-
idence.
Born in Arizona on Dec. 6, 1955, she

was the daughter of  Russell and June
(Study) Shawver. Linda was a school
bus driver for Jay School Corporation
and had been a cashier at Ludwig's
Grocery. She was a 1974 Portland
High School graduate and enjoyed
bowling and horseback riding.
Surviving are one son, Doug Muh-

lenkamp (wife: Jeanine) of  Fort
Recovery, Ohio; one daughter, Angela

Ash of  Berne, Indiana;
former husband/com-
panion Roger Muh-
lenkamp of  Portland;
one brother, Steve
Shawver of  Portland;
one sister, Michelle
Cline (husband:
Bryan) of  Portland;
five grandchildren;
and three great-grandchildren. She
was preceded in death by a son Ash-
ley Muhlenkamp.
Funeral services will be on Tues-

day, March 29, 2022, at 10 a.m. in the
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home with
Pastor Steve Arnold presiding. Burial
will follow in the Salamonia Ceme-

tery. Visitation will be Monday from 4
to 7 p.m. and Tuesday prior to the
services. 
Memorials can be made to the Ash-

ley Muhlenkamp Scholarship Fund
in care of  the Portland Foundation.
Condolences may be expressed at

bairdfreeman.com.
••••••••••

The Commercial Review publishes
death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city of
residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

Obituaries

Muhlenkamp

Continued from page 1
County officials have been dis-

cussing usage of  American Res-
cue Plan Act funds since June.
Aker highlighted a few key issues
officials have been looking into
remedying with the federal funds
— the need for more child care
and housing.
“They all kind of  go hand-in-

hand, as far as trying to grow the
county,” said Aker. “We need to do
something to keep people here
and bring people in.”
Alexander questioned if  there

is a large need for child care,
although he said the county
should look into it. He also ques-
tioned daycare services being be a
county government responsibili-
ty.
Overall, Alexander believes the

county needs to put together a
plan to attract and retain more
residents.
“You have to have a solid plan

on how you want to invest in
growth,” Alexander said.
“There’s been a perception I share
that over time, you know, we’ve

had EDIT monies, we’ve had
other monies become available to
us, and maybe we haven’t made
the best decisions with it for the
long term.”
He didn’t reference any specific

examples, although Alexander
emphasized contracting locally
when possible for necessary work
or equipment needs.
Aker cited a need for a larger

facility for Jay Emergency Med-
ical Service and Jay County
Health Department. He would

like to use American Rescue Plan
Act dollars to make that happen.
“With the pandemic, it’s really

taught us that our EMS is over-
whelmed. Our health department
is overwhelmed. Their facilities
are too small,” Aker said. “So one
of  my goals is to make sure we get
a bigger, better facility to accom-
modate both and really combine
services.”
If  elected, Alexander said one

of  his main goals would be to
bring internet access to all rural

areas in Jay County. The coron-
avirus pandemic has brought on a
working-from-home lifestyle, he
explained, which has increased
the need for all residents to have
easy access to the web. 
“We have to have wired, high-

speed, rural internet,” Alexander
said. “It hurts our ability to
attract people.”
Since he’s been commissioner,

Aker noted, the county has done
about 20 miles of  road conver-
sions from stone to hard surface.
That's something he hopes to con-
tinue in future years.
He mentioned he’s been

involved with improving employ-
ee pay, with the county having
raised wages between 2% and 6%
depending on the job classifica-
tion this year. Earlier this year, he
made the suggestion, which was
then approved, for commissioners
to allocate $400,000 economic
development funds from sur-
rounding wind farm payments to
Jay County municipalities.
In reference to Jay County

Country Living (formerly known

as Jay County Retirement Cen-
ter), both candidates noted it has
been a large expenditure for the
county. However, they both agreed
the county should give the facility
time to improve its finances
before making a decision about its
future. (County officials have
committed to giving the residen-
tial center about six months to
improve its outlook.)
Both Aker and Alexander advo-

cate for the growth and better-
ment of  Jay County, and each
believe they’ll follow through to
make those goals happen.
“I want this county to grow,”

said Aker. “Anything that’s for the
betterment of  Jay County, I’m all
in for. I’ve got no personal agenda
except to grow this county and do
whatever we can to benefit the
most people that we can.”
Alexander said he enjoys figur-

ing out issues and talking with
others to solve problems, and he
thinks he can make a difference.
“I think (the public has) got to

know that I’ll put the time in,” he
said.

Commissioner ...

Both candidates say
they will advocate for
growth in the county

Felony arrests

Deeds

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................7.21
April corn ................7.21
Wheat ......................8.75

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................7.36
April corn ................7.36
May corn..................7.41

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................7.01
April corn ................7.01
Beans ......................16.83
April beans ............16.83

Wheat ...................... 9.90
April wheat ............ 9.90

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................7.16
April corn ................7.16
Beans ......................16.81
April beans ............16.81
March wheat............9.80

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................7.11
April corn ................7.11
Beans ......................16.47
April beans ............16.47
Wheat ......................9.70

Lotteries

On March 25, 1931,
in the so-called “Scotts-
boro Boys” case, nine
young Black men were
taken off  a train in Ala-
bama, accused of  rap-
ing two white women;
after years of  convic-
tions, death sentences
and imprisonment, the
nine were eventually
vindicated.
In 1634, English

colonists sent by Lord
Baltimore arrived in
present-day Maryland.
In 1911, 146 people,

mostly young female
immigrants, were
killed when fire broke
out at the Triangle
Shirtwaist Co. in New

York.
In 1915, the U.S.

Navy lost its first com-
missioned submarine
as the USS F-4 sank off
Hawaii, claiming the
lives of  all 21 crew
members.
In 1947, a coal-dust

explosion inside the
Centralia Coal Co. Mine
No. 5 in Washington
County, Illinois,
claimed 111 lives; 31
men survived.
In 1972, gubernatori-

al candidate Matthew
Welsh spoke to about
250 in attendance at the
Jay County Democratic
Unity Dinner.

—AP and The CR

CR almanac

36/36 36/21 41/30 43/39 70/49
There’s a

chance of
snow Satur-
day under
mostly cloudy
skies, with
gusts as high
as 30 mph.

Rain may
continue into
Wednesday
with a 40%
chance of
showers.

Tuesday’s
forecast
shows mostly
cloudy skies
with a 50%
chance of
rain at night.

Another day
of high wind
with gusts
reaching up to
25 mph under
partly sunny
skies.

Mostly
sunny skies
are expected
Monday with a
low around 30
degrees at
night.

Saturday
3/26

Sunday
3/27

Monday
3/28

Tuesday
3/29

Wednesday
3/30

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$181 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $50

million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 1-9-9
Daily Four: 7-0-1-6
Evening
Daily Three: 6-3-6
Daily Four: 6-1-6-4
Quick Draw: 2-3-9-12-

14-17-18-24-28-42-45-47-49-
52-54-55-62-69-71-80

Cash 5: 2-21-23-28-45
Estimated jackpot:

$154,000

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 6-1-6
Pick 4: 6-0-3-9
Pick 5: 4-7-6-5-3
Evening
Pick 3: 6-7-0
Pick 4: 2-2-4-0
Pick 5: 9-9-1-3-7
Rolling Cash: 4-7-19-23-

36
Estimated jackpot:

$120,000

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, commis-
sioners’ room, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.
3:30 p.m. — Jay County

Solid Waste Management
District, 5948 W. Indiana
67, Portland.
6 p.m. — Dunkirk

Board of  Works, city
building 131 S. Main St.
7 p.m. — Dunkirk City

Council, city building 131
S. Main St.

Tuesday
5 p.m. — Dunkirk Park

Board, city building, 131
S. Main St.



Submissions are being
accepted for the 2022 Con-
gressional Art Competi-
tion.
Rep. Jim Banks

announced recently his
office is accepting submis-
sions from high school stu-
dents in Indiana’s 3rd Dis-
trict for the annual contest.
The winning artwork will
be displayed for one year at
the U.S. Capitol, and the
winer will receive two tick-
ets to Washington, D.C., to
attend a reception.
This year’s contest theme

is Indiana.
“Indiana is the feeling of

Hoosier satisfaction, devo-
tion and attachment to the
United States,” a press
release from Banks’ office
says. “Students should try
to think outside of  the box
when deciding what Indi-
ana means — and looks like
— and show that in their
artwork submission.”
Submissions are due by

April 22. Participants may

email submissions to Rep-
Banks.Art@mail.house.gov
or schools may call the
office to arrange an entry
pickup. For more details,
visit the Congressional Art
Competition page on
Banks’ website.

Kids clinic
Jay County Color Guard

will host its kids clinic from
noon to 4 p.m. April 9 at
East Jay Elementary
School.
The program is open to

all students from kinder-
garten through 12th grade.
Registration forms can be
picked up at any Jay school
front office. The deadline to
register is Monday.DEAR ABBY: I have wanted to

write you for years, but my ex-hus-
band thought it was “ridiculous.”
We were married 29 years and
rarely argued, which led me to
believe we had a great marriage.
Then, 10 years ago, I was diagnosed
with breast cancer. I had a mastecto-
my and was on chemotherapy for a
year. 
Shortly after the mastectomy we

went on vacation, and my husband
began verbally abusing me. He even
slapped me. When the chemo caused
me to lose my appetite, he told me if
I wasn’t going to eat I shouldn’t
bother coming to dinner because he
didn’t like me being the one who got
all the attention. Believe me, I was
not seeking attention. Nine years
ago he announced he was filing for
divorce because my health was a
deal-breaker. (“In sickness and in
health” was off  the table.) The one
time I needed his support, I found
myself  ALONE. 
I looked up statistics and saw that

80% of  men walk out when their
wife is ill. It made me sick. The
entire time I was going through hell,
he was on dating sites looking for a
healthy partner, ignoring the pain
and suffering I was experiencing
with not a care in the world other

than preventing his various girl-
friends from knowing about each
other. 
My advice to other women is: Be

sure you put aside a nest egg as
insurance to get you through life
without your “partner.” I was mar-
ried for 29 years to a complete
stranger — a selfish jerk of  a man —
and I am determined to keep going,
if  only to spite him. — SURVIVOR
IN CALIFORNIA
DEAR SURVIVOR: Your sug-
gestion to put money aside in
case of  emergencies is a good
one for all women, not just those
who might be diagnosed with a
life-threatening illness. However,
I’m pretty sure the statistic you
quoted about the number of  men
who leave their wives when the
going gets tough may be off  the
mark. Although desertion has
been known to happen, nowhere

near 80% of  men are selfish,
abusive cads like the one you
married. While I don’t blame you
for being angry, for your own
sake, please don’t let “spite” be
your only reason for living.
What a waste of  time that would
be.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I feel fortunate to be

the mother of  two healthy children.
At times, I encounter other moms
whose children have severe food
allergies or special needs. I’m afraid
I say the wrong thing when address-
ing them. 
Parenthood is a challenge, and for

some, it’s more challenging than for
others. I sympathize with their addi-
tional challenges. However, when I
said it, they were offended. I lost a
close friend because of  it. What’s an
appropriate response when this sit-
uation comes up? — SPEECHLESS
IN ARIZONA
DEAR SPEECHLESS: Parents
of  children with special needs
are not looking for sympathy.
When you are told about a
child’s food allergy, thank the
mother for alerting you, and
assure her that when her child is
with you, you will be extra care-
ful to ensure he or she is safe.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-

fast at Richards Restau-
rant.
BRYANT AREA COM-

MUNITY CENTER —
Walking from 9:30 to 10:30
a.m. every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.
EUCHRE –– Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
PREGNANCY CARE

CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after

pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260) 726-
8636. Walk-ins accepted.
BREAD OF LIFE COM-

MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome. 
TAKE OFF POUNDS

SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 5:30
p.m., with the meeting at 6
p.m., in the fellowship hall
at Evangelical Methodist
Church, 930 W. Main St.,
Portland. New members
welcome. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-5312. 
NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 6
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridian
St. in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-8792.

Tuesday
JAY COUNTY PASTORS

AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 8 a.m. on the fourth
Tuesday of  each month at
Richard’s Restaurant.
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.
THE LANDING — A 12-

step program for those in
sixth through 12th grade
will meet at 5:55 p.m. each
Tuesday at 2nd Chance at
Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 703-0777 or (260) 726-
5273.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the

Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.
NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. each Tuesday at
Church of  God of  Prophe-
cy, 797 N. Creagor Ave. in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-9334.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku PART-TIME

Inserter/PressroomAssistant

Apply within or send resume to:
business@thecr.com

Flexible/varying hours
Solid work ethic, willingness to learn

and reliability are a must.
Will train right person.

The Graphic Printing Company • The Commercial Review
309West Main Street • Portland, IN 47371
O!ce Hours: 10 am - 4 pm, Tuesday - Friday

260-726-8141
Equal

Opportunity
Employer

Community Calendar

Husband of 29 years became abusive

Dear
Abby

Photo provided

Cincinnatus donates
The Cincinnatus League recently presented checks for $500 each to Jay Community

Center, Arts in the Parks and Jay-Randolph Developmental Services. Pictured are Julia
Schwomeyer of Cincinnatus League, Kyle Cook of Jay Community Center, Kim Anderson of Arts in
the Parks and Tracie Gross of Jay-Randolph Developmental Services.

Art competition
open to high
school students

Taking
Note
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Thanks to bipartisan support,

the definition for sexual consent
in Indiana will be more clear
beginning July 1. But the latest
changes in state law fail to
address the issue that spurred
this legislation in the first place.
Gov. Eric Holcomb has

signed House Enrolled Act
1079 into law. The bill, authored
by Rep. Sharon Negele (R-Atti-
ca), amends state code defining
rape to include disregarding
another person’s attempts to
resist sexual advances through
physical, verbal or other visible
conduct.
So soon “No Means No” will be

the law of  the land in Indiana.
It’s shocking that it took our
state legislature this long to
address this glaring gap in the
law, but we applaud our elected
officials for finally getting it
done.
Still, while this new law is

another step in protecting
Hoosiers from rape and sexual
assault, it’s not the end of  the

discussion. In fact, the new law
ignores the loophole that
prompted the legislation to begin
with. That loophole was the
focus of  a 2017 incident at Pur-
due University.
A female student reported she

had been assaulted by a man she
believed to be her boyfriend after
falling asleep in her boyfriend’s
dorm room.
She later realized the man car-

rying out the assault was not her
boyfriend and went to a hospital
to have a rape kit administered.
The woman’s attacker admitted
he knew the woman thought she
was responding to the advances
of  her boyfriend, but his lawyer
successfully argued that engag-

ing in such a ruse did not consti-
tute rape under Indiana law.
Negele said that 2017 incident

was the reason she introduced
her legislation, but before pass-
ing the bill, the Senate removed a
section adding deception to the
definition of  rape.
That means that even after this

new law takes effect, the kind of
assault that prompted its intro-
duction will still be legal under
Indiana law.
Others have criticized the “No

Means No” definition of  rape,
instead arguing for a “Yes Means
Yes” acknowledgment of  consent.
Joyce Short, the chief  executive
officer at Consent Awareness Net-
work, told the StateHouseFile

that the bill “falls ridiculously
short of  the protections needed
by the residents of  Indiana.”
While not opposed to HEA 1079,

Short told the State-HouseFile
that more protections need to be
added and consent better defined.
She labeled the law a “dinosaur”
compared to the progress made in
other states.
So while Indiana has begun

updating its archaic definitions
of  consent and rape, more work
needs to be done. Sexual assault
is a crime that affects victims for
their entire lives.
Our state must punish crimi-

nals and protect Hoosiers by clos-
ing loopholes and making clear
the definition of  consent.

Sexual assault law is still lacking

By JENNIFER RUBIN
The Washington Post
Much of  the first day

of  the confirmation hear-
ing for Ketanji Brown
Jackson, President Joe
Biden’s nominee for the
Supreme Court, was not
about Jackson at all. 
Instead, Senate Repub-

licans whined about the
treatment of  past nomi-
nees, going all the way
back to Robert Bork’s
hearing nearly 35 years
ago. Have these Republi-
cans forgotten that none
of  these nominees were
denied a hearing, unlike
Merrick Garland? Or that
six of  the nine justices on
the court are partisan
right-wingers chosen to
deliver their preferred
legal rulings?
Their histrionics was a

sign of  how little Repub-
licans have to work with
in opposing Jackson.
Their accusations were
as diverse as they were
flimsy: Jackson is a
zealot, they said. She is a
pick of  the radical left.
She was a public defend-
er who — gasp! — repre-
sented criminals. Sen.
Josh Hawley, R-Mo.,
repeated his already
debunked claims that she
is a softy on child porn
defendants. Perhaps the
lowest point came from
Sen. Marsha Blackburn,
R-Tennessee, who ranted
about everything from
masks to transgender
children.
The day served as a

reminder of  how
unpleasant, partisan and
unenlightening these
hearings have become —
and of  the low quality of
senators in attendance
compared to their prede-
cessors. It is unimagin-
able that a Howard Baker
of  Tennessee or an Alan
Simpson of  Wyoming
would behave like this.
If  there was a pleasant

surprise, it came in the
form of  energetic
remarks from Thomas
Griffith, a well-respected,
retired D.C. Circuit Court
judge whom George W.
Bush appointed. Griffith
noted that an appearance
by a retired judge nomi-
nated by a president of
another party should not
be so unusual. That his
introduction of  Jackson
seemed abnormal, he
said, was a measure of
“hyperpartisanship.” He
added that judges are not
supposed to be “partisans
in robes.” Alas, Griffith’s
words came at a time
when the right-wing
majority on the Supreme
Court appears to be just
that — partisans willing
to twist procedural and
substantive rules,
rewrite statues and rip
up decades-old prece-

dents all to the benefit of
Republicans.
Griffith gave Jackson

his full-throated endorse-
ment: She “is independent
and adjudicates based on
the facts and the law, and
not as a partisan,” he said.
“Time and again, she has
demonstrated that. … Her
rule is simple: follow the
law.”
It was then Jackson’s

turn. She thanked God,
her glowing family, her
friends and her country.
She invoked Justice
Stephen Breyer, for whom
she clerked, a not-too-sub-
tle reminder that if  the
Senate found him accept-
able, there should be no
reason to oppose her. She
gave a nod to Constance
Baker Motley, the first
African American woman
appointed to the federal
judiciary. And Jackson
reaffirmed her “careful
adherence to precedent,”
acknowledging her ten-
dency to write long opin-
ions so people know exact-
ly her reasons for deciding
a case. (If  only the
Supreme Court’s right-
wing justices felt similarly
and stopped abusing the
“shadow docket” and issu-
ing orders without written
opinions.)
Jackson provided a suc-

cinct description of  her
own view of  what it means
to be a judge: “I have been
a judge for nearly a decade
now, and I take that
responsibility and my
duty to be independent
very seriously,” she said.
“I decide cases from a neu-
tral posture. I evaluate the
facts, and I interpret and
apply the law to the facts
of  the case before me.”
She is so manifestly

qualified, so perfectly
embodies the American
Dream and is so blessed
with superior judicial tem-
perament that it is obvious
why Republicans are
struggling. They just can’t
seem to find a way to
knock down a super-quali-
fied, charming, humble
and brilliant Black
woman. It seems it does
not occur to them that they
should stop looking for the
limelight (to further their
presidential ambitions),
ask short and reasonable
questions and then vote to
confirm on her qualifica-
tions. And that tells you
everything you need to
know about the decline of
both the Senate and the
Supreme Court.

Jackson showed why
she was nominated

By BOBBY GHOSH
Bloomberg Opinion
Coming from a Nobel Peace Prize

winner, Abiy Ahmed’s call for
restraint and diplomacy to end the
war in Ukraine might have attracted
more attention if  the Ethiopian
prime minister hadn’t stained his
laurels with the blood of  his own peo-
ple. Reports of  hideous war crimes
committed by his forces and those of
his Eritrean allies against civilians
in the rebel northern province of
Tigray make a mockery of  his
appeals for nonviolence in other
parts of  the world.
Russia’s invasion of  Ukraine has

diverted international attention from
conflicts elsewhere, including those
in Yemen, Mozambique and Africa’s
Sahel, the region just south of  the
Sahara. In Ethiopia, Africa’s second-
most populous nation, a bloody civil
war is now in its 16th month. The
fighting between Abiy’s forces and
the rebel Tigray People’s Liberation
Front seems at a standstill, but
human-rights groups and multilater-
al organizations have condemned
atrocities on both sides.
Caught in the middle are civilians

in the northern province, who now
face a calamity that is being likened
to horrors of  Africa’s — and
Ethiopia’s — past: mass starvation
and ethnocide. World Health Organi-
zation Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, himself  an
Ethiopian, says there is “nowhere on
earth where the health of  millions of
people is more under threat” than the
Tigray region.
Abiy’s government, which had cel-

ebrated Tedros’s elevation to the
leadership of  the WHO as a matter of
national pride, now is trying to tar
him because his family has origins in
Tigray. But as well as anecdotal evi-
dence, there is a growing body of
data to support Tedros’s claim that
the province is on the edge of  a major
humanitarian disaster.
Though the war’s true toll is

impossible to know, researchers from

Belgium’s Ghent University estimate
as many as half  a million people have
died so far: between 50,000 and
100,000 from the fighting, 150,000 to
200,000 from starvation and more
than 100,000 from the lack of  medical
attention. U.S. Secretary of  State
Antony Blinken has expressed con-
cern about possible ethnic cleansing
in Tigray, but the government in
Addis Ababa has dismissed this as
“spurious.”
The Tigrayan rebels have been

accused of  crimes, including murder
and rape, against other ethnic
groups. But Abiy’s soldiers are
blamed for most of  the civilian casu-
alties, especially those from starva-
tion and neglect. Government forces
are preventing food aid and medicine
from reaching Tigray, humanitarian
groups say.
And they are no slouches at other

kinds of  atrocity, including the
recent immolation of  a Tigrayan
man, which even the government-
affiliated human rights commission
has blamed on Abiy’s forces.
Such outrages are likely to multi-

ply and escalate as the war remains
stalemated. Late last year, govern-
ment troops were able to beat back a
rebel advance toward the capital and
retake towns on the border with
Tigray. The use of  military drones,
apparently supplied by Turkey,
helped turn the tide. (Turkish drones
have also helped Ukrainian forces
slow the Russian advance.)
While his ground forces seem to

have stopped short of  an assault on
Tigray, where the mountainous ter-
rain has previously proved to be a
distinct rebel advantage, Abiy has no

qualms about ordering airstrikes
that have inflicted heavy civilian
casualties. Michelle Bachelet, head
of  the U.N. Human Rights Commis-
sion, says her staff  have recorded
hundreds of  deaths from aerial
attacks “apparently carried out by
the Ethiopian Air Force.” The gov-
ernment has denied this.
Abiy and the TPLF leadership have

both said they are willing to negoti-
ate an end to the civil war, but neither
side has demonstrated much flexibil-
ity on their demands. The prime min-
ister want the rebels to disarm and
accept rule from Addis Ababa, while
the TPLF wants greater autonomy
for Tigray and an accounting for
atrocities committed by Ethiopian
and Eritrean forces.
There is little prospect of  progress

toward reconciliation and peace
without more outside pressure. But
with the world’s attention focused on
Ukraine and Russia, there is every
chance that both sides in the Ethiopi-
an civil war will use the stalemate to
rearm for still more fighting.
Who can prevent this from happen-

ing? The African Union’s attempts at
mediation have proved singularly
ineffective. The European Union has
done little since suspending some
budgetary support for Ethiopia early
last year. The U.S. has already exert-
ed considerable effort — President
Joe Biden has spoken directly with
Abiy, his Horn of  Africa envoy has
traveled to Addis Ababa and his
administration has terminated favor-
able access for Ethiopian goods to the
U.S.
The only strategy that hasn’t yet

been tried is the imposition of  sanc-
tions against the TPLF leadership
and top government figures, includ-
ing Abiy himself. With Tigray on the
precipice of  a humanitarian catas-
trophe, it’s time for Biden to signal
that option is, at the very least, on the
table.

••••••••••
Ghosh is a Bloomberg Opinion

columnist covering foreign affairs.

Deadliest war is in Ethiopia
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Continued from page 1
He explained that home health

care agencies need to work hard-
er to ensure that their workers
feel valued and appreciated.
In addition to the lack of

home health aides in the state,
Indiana also lacks geriatricians,
or primary care doctors who

specialize in the 65-plus popula-
tion.
According to the Alzheimer’s

Association report, there are 66
geriatricians in Indiana, which is
less than one per county. By 2050,
the state will need 299 to serve just
10% of  the 65-plus population — a
353% increase.

Due to this large gap, Laura
Forbes, communications director
for the Alzheimer’s Association
Greater Indiana Chapter, said it is
crucial for regular primary care
doctors to know the signs of  mild
cognitive impairment, a common
precursor to Alzheimer’s.
“We may not get to the point

where we have enough geriatri-
cians. That’s just the reality, and so
we have to look for other alterna-
tives,” she said.
Forbes explained that often

times, doctors wait to discuss mem-
ory loss until the patient brings it
up, and patients often wait for doc-
tors to bring it up.

Deer hit
A Portland man crashed

his vehicle into a deer on
county road 200 South
about 9 p.m. Monday.
Kyle F. Wellman, 32, was

driving east on the road
just east of  the intersec-
tion with county road 50
East when his 2017
Chevrolet Malibu hit the
animal. Damage is esti-
mated between $2,500 and
$5,000.

Left turn crash
A Hartford City man

turned his vehicle in front
of  oncoming traffic, caus-
ing a collision at the inter-
section of  Indiana 26 and
Indiana 1 about 4:27 p.m.
Wednesday.
Thomas A. Heiser, 48,

was driving his 2016
Honda Civic north on Indi-
ana 1 and attempted to
make a left turn onto Indi-
ana 26. At the same time,
Brylin R. Lee, 34, Hartford
City, was driving her 2014
Ford Fusion south on Indi-
ana 1. Heiser told Jay
County Sheriff ’s Office he
wasn’t able to see Lee’s
vehicle in the rain and
turned in front of  it, caus-
ing Lee’s Ford to strike
Heiser’s car.
Damage is estimated

between $25,000 and
$50,000.

Lost control
An Eaton woman lost

control of  her vehicle on
county road 400 South and
struck two mailboxes
about 3:34 a.m. Monday.
Mandy J. Greene, 42,

Eaton, was driving east on
county road 400 South
near the intersection with
county road 700 South
when her 2012 Ford Fusion
drove through high water.
She lost control of  the
vehicle and it went off  the
north side of  the road,
striking two mailboxes
before going into a ditch.
Damage is estimated

between $2,500 and $5,000.

Capsule
Reports

Aides ...

Continued from page 1
Biden said the partner-

ship he announced jointly
with a top European
Union official will turn
that dynamic on its head
by reducing Europe’s
dependence on Russian
energy sources, as well
reducing the continent’s
demand for gas overall.
The president said such

a step is not “only the
right thing to do from a
moral standpoint” but
“it’s going to put us on a
stronger strategic foot-
ing.”
Under the plan, the U.S.

and other nations will
increase liquified natural
gas exports to Europe by
15 billion cubic meters
this year, though U.S. offi-
cials were unable to say
exactly which countries
will provide the extra
energy this year. Even
larger shipments would be
delivered in the future.
At the same time, they

will try to keep their cli-
mate goals on track by
powering gas infrastruc-
ture with clean energy
and reducing methane
leaks that can worsen
global warming.

Although the initiative
will likely require new
facilities for importing
liquified natural gas, the
partnership is also geared
toward reducing reliance
on fossil fuels in the long
run through energy effi-
ciency and alternative
sources of  energy, accord-
ing to the White House.
Ursula von der Leyen,

head of  the EU’s executive
arm, said it is important
for Europe to shift away
from Russia and toward
energy suppliers that are
trustworthy, friendly and
reliable.

“We aim to reduce this
dependence on Russian
fossil fuels and get rid of
it,” she said.
Russian energy is a key

source of  income and
political leverage for
Moscow. Almost 40% of
the European Union’s nat-
ural gas comes from Rus-
sia to heat homes, gener-
ate electricity and power
industry.
Biden was leaving Brus-

sels after the announce-
ment and heading to
Rzeszów in Poland, where
U.S. troops are based
roughly an hour’s drive

from the Ukrainian bor-
der.
He will be briefed on the

humanitarian response to
the refugees streaming out
of  Ukraine and those still
suffering inside the coun-
try. He also will meet with
U.S. service members
from the 82nd Airborne
Division, who serve along-
side Polish troops.
Biden is then expected

to fly to Warsaw for talks
Saturday with Polish Pres-
ident Andrzej Duda and
an address to the Polish
people before he departs
for Washington.

In full
blossom

People gather along the
Tidal Basin to view blooming
cherry blossoms on Monday
in Washington. The National
Park Service announced
Monday that the cherry trees
had reached peak bloom —
the point at which 70% of the
buds are flowering — a day
before the projected time and
10 days ahead of the 30-year
average of March 31. Barring
too much gusty wind or rain,
the blossoms will be here to
behold for a week or so
before they are gone.

Washington Post/Matt McClain

Effort ...
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asi/Vcsi/D Pick up will be
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Bricker Auction
located at 414 N
an St. Portlan
Cell: 260-703

Bricker Auction
ny

Chad Bricker-Au
AU116000

MC

AA

V

Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Vaalentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAYY - FRIDAYY
Custom sizes available.

r



ONLINE ONLY AUC-
TION!

Bidding Now Open.
Starts Closing Sunday,
April 3rd  at 2pm EST.
Auction Preview: Thurs-
day March 31st 3:00-

5:00 PM
Items Located at: 

302 N Hendricks Street 
Bryant, IN 47326

Farm Toys, Older Trac-
tor Books & Manuals,
Combine, Corn Head &

Grain Head Parts
Books, LARGE Assort-
ment of Used Combine

Parts to include:
Engines, Transmissions,
Final Drives, Hydraulic
Pumps, Electrical Items,
Injection Pumps, New &
Used Belts, New Bear-
ings, Seats, Lights, Mir-

rors, & More! 
New Bush Hog Rotary
Cutter Blades, Gearbox,
Misc. Lawn & Garden/
Rotary Cutter Parts &

MORE! 
Visit www.kjauction.com
for More Details & To

Bid! 
Bryant Combine Parts

LLC,  - Owner
KRUECKEBERG AUC-
TION & REALTY LLC     

(260)-724-7402   
Kjauction.com

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located : 1675 W High-

way 18, Bryant IN, 
Saturday Morning, 

MARCH 26, 2022 AT
10:00 A. M. 

REAL ESTATE
1 ½ story home with

1580 square feet of liv-
ing space located West
of Bryant Indiana in

Jackson Township on 5
acres. This property fea-
tures a 3 bedroom home

with 1 full bath, and
heating system. Addi-
tional property features
include large 2 story
barn, machine shed,

granary, and other out-
buildings. For more

information or a private
showing contact Gary
Loy, Auctioneer at (260)
726-5160 or Kim Loy,
Real Estate Broker at

(260) 726-2700. 
GUNS - HOUSEHOLD
GOODS – OLD ITEMS   
Hopkins & Allen Arms

Company 12 gauge sin-
gle shot; Triumph 16
gauge single shot; CF
Mossberg & Sons 22LR
semi automatic rifle; R &

G 22 cal revolver;
Whirlpool washer; Ken-
more dryer; Gibson
refrigerator; Baldwin

grandfather clock; cedar
chest; pistol safe lock
box; wind chimes; and
many other items not

listed.
TRACTOR – MOWER -

TOOLS
Massey Ferguson Model
65 gas tractor with 3

speed, multi power and
remote hydraulics; Car-
bon Arc torch; welding
rods; Dewalt 18V tool
kit; Milwaukee grinder;
Craftsman tool box;

Paslode framing nailer
kit;

set of leather welding
chaps; 24” meat saw;

plumbing supplies; Binks
air brush air compres-

sor; tile cutter; and many
other items not listed.

JOHN LEWIS 
By Randy Lewis, POA 

Loy Auction 
AC#31600027 Auction-

eers 
Gary Loy AU01031608 
Ben Lyons AU10700085 

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Troy Foust AU1980006  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located at 333 Blaine
Pike (former DAV Build-
ing), Portland Indiana on

Thursday Afternoon
MARCH 31, 2022 AT

4:30 P.M.
OLD AND COLLEC-

TORS ITEMS – HUNT-
ING ACCESSORIES -

TOOLS
Oak plant stand; Oak
library table; porcelain

top chrome leg table; red
metal utility cart; child’s
rocker; deer antler lamp;
trumpet; saxophone;

Ohio Indian frosted glass
set w/pitcher; galvanized
water can; galvanized
waterer; several Indian
stones; arrow heads;

bows; turkey calls; squir-
rel calls; powder horns;
marbles; Dog House

blind; Coleman 6 person
tent; 14’ x 12’ cabin tent
with screen room; camp
cot; Hub Style ground
blind; Stack On tool

boxes; 1000 watt gener-
ator; Poulan 2150 LE

chain chain; ;  and many
other items not listed.

CHRIS PUTERBAUGH,
DECEASED

BY CHAD PUTER-
BAUGH

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons AU10700085

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Troy Foust AU1980006  

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

LOOKING FOR A FULL-
TIME CLERK Assistant
Position at Dunkirk City
Building. Please come to
City Building to pick up
application. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141. 

140 APPLIANCES

FIREPLACES,
STOVES, INSERTS, and
Hot Tubs. Kerns Fire-
place & Spa 5217 Tama
Rd. Celina OH 419-363-
2230 

160 WANTED TO BUY

WANTED TO BUY:
INDIAN Artifact Collec-
tions, Arrowheads, etc.
Call 419-852-6825 ask
for Robin. 
WANTED GOOD
OLDER CAR. Need
immediately. Pay Cash.
Call 812-489-8490.  

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 
FOR RENT 3 Bed-1 bath
house located in Port-
land. Rent, plus Deposit,
plus Utilities. NO PETS.
References required.
260-368-9079 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 
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Public Notice
JAY COUNTY ZONING AD-

MINISTRATION
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THAT: Zach Louck, 8087 W 500
S, Redkey, IN, has filed a peti-
tion with the Jay/Portland
Building & Planning Depart-
ment for an Intent to Build -
Confined Feeding Permit,
#CFINT2022-03-18, to construct
one (1), 300 - 600 head Sheep
confined feeding building and
lot on said property.
Parcel ID: 
38-10-29-200-001.000-024
Location of Property Affected:
6xxx W 700 S, Redkey, between
CR 600 W and CR 700 W, on the
south side, Jefferson Township,
Section 29
The petition and file on this
matter are available for public
inspection in the Jay/Portland
Building & Planning Depart-
ment, 118 South Meridian
Street/ Suite E, Portland, Indi-
ana, 47371.
Public comments, in writing
only, will be accepted by the
Zoning Administrator for a pe-
riod of 30 days from the date of
this notice. Public comments
may be sent or taken to the
Jay/Portland Building & Plan-
ning Department.

John Hemmelgarn
Zoning Administrator/Director

Jay/Portland Building 
& Planning Department

March 21, 2022
CR 3-25-2022-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
Notice of Public Hearing

Jay County Plan Commission
Notice is hereby given of a Pub-
lic Hearing to be held by the
Jay County Plan Commission on
Thursday, April 14, 2022 at 6:00
p.m. in the Jay County Court-
house Auditorium, 120 N. Court
Street, Portland, Indiana 47371,
to consider the following Peti-
tion: 
Petition #SFES 2021-08-
16/Amended, filed by Rose Gold
Solar LLC, requests approval to
amend the Development Plan
#SFES2021-08-16 for the Rose
Gold Solar Farm Project previ-
ously approved by the Plan
Commission on September 9,
2021. Revisions to the Develop-
ment Plan include minor panel
layout adjustments, shifting the
substations and O&M building
½ mile north, adding 4 parcels
of land consisting of approxi-
mately 90 acres of agricultural
land, and increasing the panel
coverage by 50 acres.    
The Rose Gold Solar SFES pro-
ject proposed additional
parcels are located in South-
western Knox Township, north-
west of S 1100 West and W 150
South, Township 23 North,
Range 12 East, Sections 21 and
28. 
A copy of the Development Plan
Supplement Approval and all
plans pertaining thereto are on
file and may be examined prior
to the Public Hearing from 8:00
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday, except for holi-
days, in the Jay County Building
& Planning Department Office,
Community Resource Center,
118 S. Meridian Street, Suite E,
Portland, Indiana 47371. Inter-
ested parties may offer an oral
opinion at the Hearing or may
offer written comments in sup-
port of or in opposition to the
Petition prior to or at the Hear-
ing. Written comments prior to
the Hearing may be filed with
the Planning Director of the Jay
County Building and Planning
Department. 
Andrew B. Buroker, Attorney
for Rose Gold Solar, LLC 

Faegre Drinker Biddle and
Reath LLP 

600 East 96th Street, Suite 600 
Indianapolis, IN 46240 

Andy.Buroker@faegredrinker.c
om

CR 3-25-2022-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA

JAY COUNTY
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT

38C01-2203-EU-000011
IN THE MATTER OF THE

ESTATE OF
RANDALL G. FENNIG,

Deceased 
NOTICE OF UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that
TONI N. FENNIG was, on the
10th day of March, 2022, ap-
pointed personal representa-
tive of the estate of RANDALL
G. FENNIG, deceased, who
died on November 11, 2021, and
was authorized to administer
said estate without court super-
vision.
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the clerk of this
court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent's death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.

Dated at Portland, Indiana,
this 15th day of March, 2022.
Jon Eads, Jay Circuit Court

Timothy K. Babcock
Attorney No. 21526-90
DALE, HUFFMAN 

& BABCOCK
30 Premier Avenue

Bluffton, Indiana 46714
CR 3-18,25-2022- HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
CAUSE NO. 38C01-2203-MI-7
IN RE: NAME CHANGE OF:

ARIANNA R. ALLEN
Minor Child,

CHEVELLE L. RUHL
Petitioner,

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR
LEGAL NAME CHANGE

Be it known that a Verified Pe-
tition for Legal Name Change
of a minor child, Arianna R.
Allen, was filed by the child’s
mother, Chevelle L. Ruhl, in the
Jay County Circuit Court on or
about March 10, 2022.  Chevelle
L. Ruhl desires for Arianna R.
Allen to now be known ad Ari-
anna Rose Ruhl.
Anyone wishing to object to the
name change of the minor child
named herein shall have the
right to file objections with the
Jay Circuit Court and appear at
the hearing in this cause of ac-
tion, which is scheduled for
April 29, 2022 at 11:30 am.
Jon Eads, Jay Circuit Court

CR 3-18,25,4-1-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
Notice is hereby given that the
Jay County Election Board will
conduct a Public test of the
Election automatic tabulating
equipment in accordance with
IC 3-11-14.5 at 10:00 a.m. local
time on March 29, 2022. 
All members of the public are
invited to attend the test which
will be held in the Election
Room at the Jay County Court-
house, Portland, Indiana. 

Jon Eads
Clerk, Jay Circuit Court

CR 3-25-2022 HSPAXLP
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Continued from page 8
The quarterfinals — the

second step in the qualifi-
cation process for the
CrossFit Games — are set
for this weekend. Williams
will have to complete a
series of  workouts, and
from there the top 120
North American athletes
will be eligible for the
semifinals.
From there, the top five

individuals at each of  the
four North American
semifinals will earn invi-
tations to the CrossFit
Games.
“My favorite line in my

favorite song is this: ‘Make
moves, or make excuses,’”
the statement by Williams
continued. “I had to con-
tinue to tell myself  this as
the year went on. I either
do the work or I don’t. It’s
that simple.
“Even though it has

been a long process, I have
fallen in love with the
journey. There are always
setbacks, but it’s impor-
tant to keep moving for-
ward and always have fun
with it.”
Williams trains with

Jay County Barbell Club
under the direction of
coaches Kurt and Carley
Hess. Williams will be the
first athlete from Jay
County to advance to the
quarterfinal round.
“I would not have made

it this far without the sup-
port of  my family, my
JCBC coaches, JCBC fami-
ly and friends,” she said.
“To everyone that has
pushed me and helped me
become the best I can,
thank you.
“You have influenced

me more than you know. I
have a long ways to go, but
I have the best people
encouraging me.”

By JANIE McCAULEY
AP Sports Writer
SAN FRANCISCO — For 40

frenzied minutes, JD Notae,
Jaylin Williams and Arkansas
played a maddening, muscular
style on both ends that took Gon-
zaga out of  its game — and right
out of  the NCAA Tournament
far earlier than these Zags
expected.
Notae scored 21 points despite

missing 20 shots and the deter-
mined, fourth-seeded Razor-
backs dashed the No. 1 overall
seed Bulldogs’ title hopes with a

74-68 win in the Sweet 16 on
Thursday night.
“We’ve been disrespected the

whole year, so it’s just another
thing for us,” Williams said. “We
saw everything they were saying,
we felt like they were dancing
before the game. That was disre-
spect for us. We just came into
the game playing hard and we
had a chip on our shoulder. Every
game we do.”
When the final buzzer sound-

ed, Notae tossed the game ball
into the air in triumph, while
Williams flexed and roared near

midcourt. Coach Eric Mussel-
man made his way into the
stands to find his mother, Kris,
for a celebratory embrace after
she watched her son in person for
the first time coaching the Razor-
backs.
After a throwback perform-

ance from the program that once
promised “40 Minutes of  Hell,”
these Hogs relished in pure bliss.
Notae finished with six

rebounds, six assists, three steals
and even swatted a pair of  shots
for the Razorbacks (28-8), who
reached the Elite Eight for a sec-

ond straight year and will face
second-seeded Duke on Saturday,
hoping to deny retiring coach
Mike Krzyzewski one last trip to
the Final Four.
Drew Timme scored 25 points

but couldn’t rally the normally
high-scoring Bulldogs (28-4), who
for the second straight season
were favored to win that elusive
national title but couldn’t keep
up with Arkansas’ athleticism
and fight. Gonzaga had been
undefeated last year before losing
to Baylor in the national title
game.

“We just wanted to be physical,
plain and simple,” Musselman
said. “We wanted them to feel
bodies. Obviously they played a
really tough schedule early in the
season, but it’s been a long time
in conference play since they
faced a team like us.”
An emotional Timme

addressed his teammates after-
ward, then fought tears during a
postgame news conference.
“It was a hell of  a ride,” Timme

said. “It didn’t end up the way we
wanted but we came to play hard.
It was their night.”

Notae, Arkansas stuns top-seeded Gonzaga

Step ...

‘Even though
it has been a
long process,
I have fallen
in love with
the journey.
There are
always

setbacks, but
it’s important
to keep moving
forward and
always have
fun with it.’

—Pazia Williams

Photo provided

Portland resident Pazia Williams performs a deadlift during a
workout at Jay County Barbell Club. The 2010 Jay County High School
graduate and former Huntington University basketball standout has qualified
for the 2022 NoBull CrossFit quarterfinals, which take place this weekend.

Local schedule
Today

Saturday
Fort Recovery — JV softball at Park-

way – 11 a.m.

Monday
Fort Recovery — Baseball at Celina –

5 p.m.; Softball vs. Ansonia – 5 p.m.; JV
baseball vs. Celina – 5 p.m.: Junior high
track vs. Coldwater & Marion Local – 4:30
p.m.

Tuesday
Fort Recovery — Track at Marion

Local – 5 p.m.; JV softball vs. Versailles –
5 p.m.

Thursday
Fort Recovery — Softball vs. South

Adams – 5 p.m.

April 1
Fort Recovery — Baseball at Mississi-

nawa Valley – 5 p.m.; Softball at Mis-
sissinawa Valley – 5 p.m.; JC baseball vs.
Fort Loramie – 5 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

1:05 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
Washington Nationals at St. Louis Cardi-
nals (BALLY)

3 p.m. — NASCAR racing: Camping
World Truck Series – XPEL 225 qualifying
(FS1)

4:15 p.m. — Soccer: International
Friendly – Ivory Coast vs. France (ESPN2)

5 p.m. — NASCAR racing: Xfinity
Series – Pit Boss 250 qualifying (FS1)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
NCAA Tournament – Saint Peter’s vs. Pur-
due (CBS)

7 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
NCAA Tournament – Ohio State vs. Texas
(ESPN2); North Carolina vs. South Caroli-
na (ESPN)

7:29 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: NCAA Tournament: Providence vs.
Kansas 

8:30 p.m. — College baseball: Michi-
gan at Nebraska (BTN)

9:30 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: NCAA Tournament – Maryland vs.
Stanford (ESPN); Creighton vs. Iowa State
(ESPN2)

9:39: p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: NCAA Tournament – North Carolina
vs. UCLA (CBS)

9:59 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: NCAA Tournament – Iowa State vs.
Miami (TBS)

On tap
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Check out the FRHS
spring sports preview
section in today’s paper

Get all of your local
sports information online

by visiting thecr.com

Ethan Dirksen was one of
the more prolific scorers the
Patriots have had in quite some
time.
He received state-wide recog-

nition for his efforts on the
hardwood.
Dirksen, a Jay County High

School senior, was named sen-
ior All-State honorable men-
tion Thursday by the Indiana
Basketball Coaches Associa-
tion.
The IBCA each season selects

a Supreme 15 for both the sen-
ior and junior classes, as well
as 15 players for both large and
small school All-State teams. 
Additionally, 90 seniors and

90 juniors are given honorable
mention.
Dirksen started all 26 games

for the Patriots, who set a

school record for wins in a sea-
son with their 21-5 record. 
(The previous mark was set

by the 2005-06 state runner-up

team and then matched by the
2012-13 squad.)
The guard averaged nearly 16

points per game, including a
career-high 33 points in a win
against Southern Wells and 20
or more points on seven occa-
sions.
He reached double figures in

all but six games, and was the
team’s leading scorer in 20 con-
tests. 
Dirksen finished with 4.5

assists per game, which was
tied for 43rd in the state accord-
ing to MaxPreps.
His 5.8 rebounds per game

ranked second on the team
behind Dusty Pearson.

Dirksen named All-State

In this Dec. 6
photo, Jay County High
School senior Ethan Dirksen
attempts to shoot in front of
Fort Recovery defenders
Owen Schoen and Cale
Rammel (right) during the
first half against the Indians
at Fort Site Fieldhouse.
Dirksen, who helped the
Patriots set the record for
wins in a season, was named
honorable mention All-State
by the Indiana Basketball
Coaches Association.

By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review
A local competitor is

one step closer to the
national stage.
Portland resident Pazia

Williams, a 2010 Jay Coun-
ty High School graduate,
has qualified for the 2022
NoBull CrossFit Games
quarterfinals.
“This past year I set a

goal: make it to the quar-
terfinals in 2022,”
Williams said in a state-
ment. “After being 1%
short of  the cutoff  last
year, I knew it was within
reach if  I put in the work.
“After a year of  work I

am extremely grateful to
say I have reached my
goal. I am headed to quar-
terfinal this weekend.”
To qualify, the 30-year-

old former Huntington
University basketball
standout had to place in
the top 10% of  female com-
petitors in the 16-to-34 age
group in North America
by completing three work-
outs.

See Step page 7

One
step
closer

Senior who led Patriots to
record for wins makes
honorable mention list

The Commercial Review/Chris Schanz

Portland’s
Williams has
qualified for

CrossFit
quarterfinals


