
By ZEKE MILLER
and JOSH BOAK
Associated Press
WASHINGTON — President

Joe Biden is ordering the release
of  1 million barrels of  oil per
day from the nation’s strategic
petroleum reserve for six
months, the White House said
today, in a bid to control energy
prices that have spiked as the

U.S. and allies imposed steep
sanctions on Russia over its
invasion of  Ukraine.
Biden was making the formal

announcement later today in
remarks on his administration’s
plans to combat rising gas
prices.
The White House says Biden

will also call on Congress to
impose financial penalties on oil

and gas companies that lease
public lands but aren’t produc-
ing energy.
High prices have not coaxed a

meaningful jump in oil produc-
tion. The planned release is a way
to increase supplies. The markets
reacted quickly with crude oil
prices dropping more than 3%
this morning to roughly $104 a
barrel. Still, oil is up from rough-

ly $60 a year ago as supplies have
not kept up with demand as the
world economy began to rebound
from the coronavirus pandemic.
Americans on average use

about 21 million barrels of  oil
daily, with about 40% of  the con-
sumption devoted to gasoline,
according to the U.S. Energy
Information Administration.

See Oil page 2
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Jack McFarland, 89,
Muncie

James Moneysmith, 88,
Union City, Ohio
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  72 degrees early
Wednesday before it got cooler
throughout the day with the
low dipping to 43.
There is a chance of  rain

tonight with snow showers
possible after midnight. The
low will be 32.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

Annie Sellick & the Hot
Club of  Nashville will per-
form at 7:30 p.m. Saturday in
Hall-Moser Theatre in the Per-
forming Arts Center on the
Jay County Campus of  Arts
Place, 131 E. Walnut St., Port-
land.
For more information, or

to purchase tickets, visit
myartsplace.org.

Friday — A look at the
GOP race for the nomination
for Jay County Sheriff.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Portland City Coun-
cil meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
A Portland woman has

been formally charged with
neglecting and murdering
her 5-year-old son and
molesting her 9-year-old
daughter.
Chelsea L. Crossland, 27,

was charged in Jay Circuit
Court Wednesday morning
with murder and a Level 1
felony for neglect of  a
dependent resulting in
death. She was also charged
separately with a Level 1
felony for child molestation.
Christian Crossland, 5,

was found dead in his fami-

ly’s house at 689 S. Western
Avenue on March 24. His
mother, Chelsea Crossland,
told Portland police her son
fell and became unrespon-
sive.

According to a probable
cause affidavit filed in con-
nection with the case,
Christian was “severely
malnourished, had numer-
ous bruises and contusions

on his body and had abra-
sions and injuries to his
face.” He was found only
wearing a diaper, and the
condition of  their home
was “unkept and filthy,”

according to
the affidavit.
An autop-

sy on the
boy’s
remains Fri-
day morn-
ing indicat-
ed he suf-
fered blunt
force trau-
ma to the head and mouth.
It also found evidence he
“failed to thrive”, having
been malnourished and
dehydrated.
Indiana State Police con-

ducted an investigation
into the case with assis-

tance from Portland Police
Department, Indiana
Department of  Child Serv-
ices, Jay County Coroner’s
Office and Jay County Pros-
ecutor’s Office.
During a forensic inter-

view Saturday, Crossland’s
9-year-old daughter told
police her mother beat,
spanked and choked Chris-
tian with her hands and
other objects, the affidavit
says. She said Crossland
didn’t immediately call for
emergency services and
talked about disposing of
Christian’s body.

See Murder page 2

Charge of murder is filed

Crossland

Portland woman charged
for 5-year-old son’s death;

accused of molesting daughter

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
The contest for the Republican

nomination for state representa-
tive is a familiar one.
The same two candidates faced

each other two years ago.
Incumbent State Rep. J.D.

Prescott is again facing a chal-
lenge from Brittany Kloer for the
District 33 seat that now repre-
sents the southern two-thirds of
Jay County.
Prescott, a Union City resi-

dent, is in the midst of  his sec-
ond term representing District
33. He works as a real estate
agent and helps on his family
farm during planting and har-
vest seasons.
Kloer is a Portland resident

who is director of  the Area 18
Career and Technical Education
Cooperative and a former agri-
culture teacher at Jay County
High School. A Henry County
native, she earned her bachelor’s
degree in agriculture education
and her master’s degree in edu-
cation administration at Purdue
University.
When they met in the 2020

GOP primary, Prescott won with
more than 69% of  the vote. (He
earned 63% of  the vote in Jay
County.)
District 33, which previously

covered Jay and Randolph coun-
ties as well as part of  Delaware
County was redrawn in the fall
and now covers the southern
two-thirds of  Jay County, all of
Randolph and Blackford coun-
ties, and part of  Delaware and
Henry counties. (The northern
third of  the county is now part
of  District 79, currently repre-
sented by Matt Lehman of
Berne.)
Prescott said he believes he

has been true to who is and
emphasized his push for Chris-
tian conservative values and bal-
anced budgets. He said as a legis-
lator he has focused on the needs
of  his constituents.
Kloer indicated that she chose

to run again because she feels
the changes that were hoped for
in the legislature have not come
to fruition. She said Prescott
made promises that were not met
and was critical of  him on pro-
life issues, saying legislation he
supported in that area is not
strong enough.
She also said she feels legisla-

tors should be focusing on help-
ing their districts rather than
focusing on issues happening
elsewhere.

See Again page 2

Kloer,
Prescott
to face
off again

Candidates
will meet in
District 33
rematch

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

New equipment
Representatives from WAZER explain some of the details of their company’s compact waterjet cutter to Jay

County Junior-Senior High School teachers Matt Slavik (left) and Cody Linville after installing the new piece of
equipment Wednesday afternoon.

Visiting
John Jay

Richard Haney (right)
speaks with Jay County High
School students at John Jay
Center for Learning on
Wednesday. Juniors toured
the facility to learn about
future postsecondary
education and work
opportunities. Haney is an
instructor of industrial
maintenance, a program that
has been offered at the
learning center since 2018.

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Biden orders release of oil



Continued from page 1
Domestic oil production

is equal to more than half
of  the country’s usage, but
high prices have not led
companies to return to
their pre-pandemic levels
of  output. The U.S. is pro-
ducing on average 11.7
million barrels daily,
down from 13 million bar-
rels in early 2020.
Republican lawmakers

have said the problem
rests with the Biden
administration being hos-
tile to oil permits. Democ-
rats have countered that
the country needs to move
to renewable energy such
as wind and solar that
could reduce the depend-
ence on fossil fuels and
Russia President Vladimir
Putin’s leverage.
“I think the administra-

tion’s anti-fossil fuel views
are sort of  like a religion,”
Senate Republican Leader
Mitch McConnell told

Punchbowl News in an
interview today. “They’re
kind of  unconnected with
the needs of  not only our
country but the world.
This policy is driven by
the hard left, which the
president almost never
crosses. And, until that
policy changes, we’re
gonna have a problem.”
Oil producers have been

more focused on meeting
the needs of  investors
than consumers, accord-
ing to a survey released
last week by the Dallas
Federal Reserve. About
59% of  the executives sur-
veyed said investor pres-
sure to preserve “capital
discipline” amid high
prices was the reason they
weren’t pumping more,
while fewer than 10%
blamed government regu-
lation.
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Celebration of Life forCelebration of Life for
Jessica Kincaid CruzJessica Kincaid Cruz

July 30, 1984 - March 12, 2022July 30, 1984 - March 12, 2022

Monday, April 4, 2022Monday, April 4, 2022
7pm-9pm7pm-9pm

at Sapphires Reception Centerat Sapphires Reception Center
1100 W. Votaw St., Portland, IN1100 W. Votaw St., Portland, IN

Jess’ favorite foods will me servedJess’ favorite foods will me served

“Look who 
made it 
to 50!” 

Happy Birthday 
Chad Aker! 

Love, 
Jill, Addi, & Erin

SERVICES
Thursday

Shawver, Maxine: 3 p.m.,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Saturday
Stump, Mark: 11 a.m., First

Church of the Nazarene, 920 S.
Shank St., Portland.

Moneysmith, James: noon,
Brockman-Boeckman Funeral
Home, 308 S. Wayne St., Fort
Recovery.

McFarland, Jack: 2 p.m., Elm
Ridge Funeral Home, 4600 W.
Kilgore Ave, Muncie.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

Jack McFarland
May 5, 1932-March 28, 2022
Jack S. McFarland, 89,

Muncie, passed away Monday
evening, March 28, 2022, at IU
Health Ball Memorial Hospital
in Muncie. 
He was born Thursday, May 5,

1932, in Portland, Indiana, the
son of  George Arch and Geral-
dine Marie (Garber) McFarland.
Jack was a very active member
of  the First Presbyterian
Church where he was a deacon
and traveled on many mission-
ary trips. He was also very

involved in the
Lions Club, the
Elks Lodge, the
Moose Lodge and
the Isanogel Cen-
ter. Jack retired as
purchasing direc-
tor at Ball State
University. He
loved to play golf
and go fishing. Jack honorably
served his country in the United
States Navy.  
Survivors include his daugh-

ter, Teresa (husband: Bill)
Caudill; son Lt. Col. (retired)
Jason S. (wife: Elizabeth) McFar-

land; brother John A. (wife: Bon-
nie) McFarland; and grandchil-
dren Kaitlyn Caudill, Cari
Caudill, Parker (wife: Paige)
McFarland, Isabella McFarland
and SarahScott McFarland. 
He was preceded in death by

his parents, George and Marie
McFarland; his stepmother,
Helen McFarland; his wife,
Judith Ann (Myers) McFarland;
brother Robert McFarland; and
sister Betty Yeager.   
Services will be held at 2 p.m.

Saturday, April 2, 2022, at Elm
Ridge Funeral Home, 4600 W. Kil-
gore Ave., Muncie, Indiana, with

the Rev. Dr. Ronald Naylor offici-
ating. Burial will follow in Elm
Ridge Memorial Park. 
Family and friends may call

from noon to 2 p.m. Saturday at
Elm Ridge Funeral Home. 
Memorial contributions may

be directed to First Presbyterian
Church, 1400 W. Riverside
Avenue, Muncie, IN 47303. 
Fond memories and expres-

sions of  sympathy may be
shared at elmridgefuneral-
home.com.

James Moneysmith, Union City,
Ohio, who was born in Jay County,

Nov. 8, 1933-March 28, 2022.
Services will be held at noon Satur-
day at Brockman Boeckman Funeral
Home, Fort Recovery, with Pastor
Bruce Bryan officiating.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.
There is a charge for obituar-

ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

McFarland

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.
7:30 p.m. — Fort

Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Tuesday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

4 p.m. — Jay County
Public Library Board,
Community Room,
library, 315 N. Ship St.,
Portland.
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.
7 p.m. — Pennville

Town Council, town
hall, 105 N. Washington
St.
7 p.m. — Salamonia

Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................7.22
April corn ................7.22
Wheat ......................8.24

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................7.27
April corn ................7.27
May corn..................7.32

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................6.89
April corn ................6.89
Beans ......................16.50
April beans ............16.50

Wheat ...................... 9.34
April wheat ............ 9.34

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................7.04
April corn ................7.04
Beans ......................16.45
April beans ............16.45
March wheat............9.29

Sunrise
St. Anthony
Corn..........................7.02
April corn ................7.02
Beans ......................16.11
April beans ............16.11
Wheat ......................9.19

Lotteries

On March 31, 1991,
the Warsaw Pact mili-
tary alliance came to an
end.
In 1492, King Ferdi-

nand and Queen Isabel-
la of  Spain issued an
edict expelling Jews
from Spanish soil,
except those willing to
convert to Christianity.
In 1814, Paris was

occupied by a coalition
of  Russian, Prussian
and Austrian forces; the
surrender of  the French
capital forced the abdi-
cation of  Emperor
Napoleon.
In 1917, the United

States took formal pos-
session of  the Virgin
Islands from Denmark.
In 1931, Notre Dame

college football coach

Knute Rockne, 43, was
killed in the crash of  a
TWA plane in Bazaar,
Kansas.
In 1968, at the con-

clusion of  a nationally
broadcast address on
Vietnam, President
Lyndon B. Johnson
stunned listeners by
declaring, “I shall not
seek, and I will not
accept, the nomination
of  my party for another
term as your Presi-
dent.”
In 1972, United Tele-

phone Company of  Indi-
ana announced that
extended area service
between Portland, Pen-
nville and Bryant would
go into effect four days
late.

—AP and The CR

CR almanac

45/30 52/35 53/36 54/41 58/48
Friday’s

weather looks
to be partly
sunny with
wind gusts
reaching as
high as 20
mph.

More rain
is expected
Tuesday,
along with
mostly cloudy
skies. The
may be 58.

There’s a
40% chance
of rain after 8
a.m. under
mostly cloudy
skies.

There’s a
50% chance of
rain after 2
p.m. Other-
wise, partly
sunny with a
low around 35.

Mostly
sunny skies
are on the
horizon for
Sunday, with
rain expected
late.

Friday
4/1

Saturday
4/2

Sunday
4/3

Monday
4/4

Tuesday
4/5

Powerball
3-7-21-31-37
Power Ball: 11
Power Play: 3
Estimated jackpot:

$222 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $70

million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 2-9-7
Daily Four: 7-6-8-0
Evening
Daily Three: 7-0-4
Daily Four: 4-3-0-3
Quick Draw: 2-3-11-18-

22-23-26-27-30-34-45-47-48-
55-57-62-69-70-71-73
Cash 5: 3-12-27-36-43

Hoosier Lotto: 1-11-23-
25-35-45
Estimated jackpot:

$9.4 million

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 7-7-7
Pick 4: 1-7-6-3
Pick 5: 1-6-7-4-9
Evening
Pick 3: 9-8-5
Pick 4: 1-1-8-2
Pick 5: 9-4-2-6-0
Rolling Cash: 5-17-31-

32-39
Classic Lotto: 16-31-37-

40-42-48
Kicker: 2-9-8-5-1-8
Estimated jackpot:

$24.8 million

Continued from page 1
Crossland regularly pun-

ished Christian by with-
holding food from him for
days at a time, her daughter
said in the interview.
Nicholas Riddle, the boy’s
father, told police in an
interview that Crossland
had said to him before she

wished Christian were
dead.
Her daughter also told

police Crossland sexually
abused her for two years by
inserting her fingers into
the girl’s vagina, according
to the affidavit.
Crossland was arrested

Monday following a Depart-

ment of  Child Services
court hearing at Jay Coun-
ty Courthouse. She’s being
held on a $100,000 bond in
Jay County Jail.
In Indiana, murder car-

ries a sentence of  45 to 65
years with an advisory sen-
tence of  55 years. A Level 1
felony for neglect of  a

dependent resulting in
death and a Level 1 felony
for child molestation when
the person is at least 21
years old each carry a sen-
tence of  20 to 40 years with
an advisory sentence of  30
years. This case remains
under investigation by
Indiana State Police.

Continued from page 1
She called into question Prescott’s

support of  House Bill 1134, which
would have banned “divisive con-
cepts” and required teachers to post
all lesson plans online.
“That piece of  legislation just

went way overboard,” said Kloer,
indicating that she could vote for a
bill banning “divisive concepts” but
not one that would unnecessarily
burden teachers. “As an educator, I
had one parent ask in 12 years to see
the lesson plan. And I was thrilled
to provide it to them because I want
parent involvement just as much as
the other teachers.”
Prescott said he feels its impor-

tant to keep “divisive concepts” out
of  schools and have them stick to
reading, writing and arithmetic.
While they may not be an issue cur-
rently in District 33, he said he
wants to be proactive in “keeping
politics out of  the classroom.” He
expressed his support of  school
choice, saying he thinks decisions
on how to educate children should
be left up to the parents. 
On the budget — the General

Assembly will be writing its two-
year budget during the 2023 session
— Kloer advocated for reducing
taxes. She said she was pleased that
the General Assembly passed a tax
refund, but said it was not enough

and referenced sales, diesel and gas
taxes as being too high.
Prescott said his focuses when it

comes to the budget include
addressing a statewide workforce
shortage, spending taxpayer dollars
wisely and getting money back into
the hands of  constituents when pos-
sible. He touted the tax cut package
passed by the legislature this year.
“We are looking at a big surplus,”

he said. “That’s one of  the main rea-
sons we passed the big tax cut pack-
age. So I want to make sure that
we’re investing in areas that are
going to help with rural develop-
ment. We obviously have a housing
shortage as well.”
On other issues, Prescott said he

is “100% pro-life” and believes life
begins at conception. He said he
expects the legislature to return to
session this summer to address
abortion if  the Supreme Court
makes any changes to federal law
through its ruling on the Dobbs v.
Jackson Women’s Health out of  Mis-
sissippi.
He added that he plans to vote to

overturn Gov. Eric Holcomb’s veto
of  a bill that would ban transgender
women from competing in girls and
women’s sports.
In regard to that bill, Kloer said

she favors less government regula-
tion, noting that the IHSAA and

NCAA already have rules in place
addressing transgender athletes.
She added that she is against pro-

posed legislation to set statewide
rules for solar and wind farms
because she feels those decisions
should be made at the local level.
She also said she’d like to see a pro-
vision of  House Bill 1001 over-
turned because it gives too much
power to an unelected office.
She said she looks forward to the

opportunity to serve both her home
county and her native county.
“I have loved this community,”

she said. “I have lived here for 12
years. I was excited to see that my
home county has been added back
into District 33. I have been a public
servant to this community for 14
years and I would like to continue
that service at the statehouse.”
Prescott said he wants to continue

to work on issues such as rural
broadband and to keep advocating
for the values he has in his three-
plus years in office.
“I’m going to continue to push for

Christian conservative values as a
whole,” he said. “I’m always  easily
accessible. … I’m always open and
willing to conversations, just to lis-
ten … to any new ideas. I just really
appreciate having the opportunity
to serve and look forward to contin-
uing to serve.”

Murder ...

Again ...

Oil ...



Fort Recovery Middle School
recently announced its third nine
weeks honor roll.
Making the list for having

straight A’s are: sixth graders
Brooke Bihn, Jocelyn Bihn, Emily
Boeckman, Alivia Brunswick,
Claire Gaerke, Paisley Hart, Henry
Jutte, Courtney Klenke, Kendall
Ranly, Ally Roessner, Hoyt Schmitz
and Eliza Smith.
Also seventh graders Tyler Dues,

Cadence Eber, Carter Fortkamp,
Ava Fullenkamp, Makenna Huel-
skamp, Meredith Jones, Breaker
Jutte, Grace Lochtefeld, Cameron
Muhlenkamp, Isaac Roessner, Kiera
Stump, Jennifer Wendel, James
Westgerdes, and Brynn Willmann.
Also eighth graders Evvian

Briner, Elisa Evers, Alivia Grube,
Brodie Hart, Jameson Heitkamp,
Madison R. Heitkamp, Olivia Knap-
ke, Brylee Kremer, Cora Kremer,
Megan Weitzel, Reece Wendel,
Georgia Wenning and Leah Wue-
bker.
Named to the list for making all

A’s and B’s are: sixth graders Layla
Armstrong, Addison Brunswick,
Kyra Brunswick, Riley DeRoo,
Braylon Dilworth, Jackson Dues,
Haley Easton, Mackenzie Evers,
Malia Grisez, Pete Guggenbiller,
Madeline Hardwick, Elizabeth
Heitkamp, Trip Huntsman, Eliza-
beth Kahlig, Liza Knapke, Shelby
Knapke and McKinlee Kremer.
Also Mason Laux, Madeline Muh-

lenkamp, Andrew Niekamp, Hud-
son Overman, Stella Patch, Cora
Pearson, Charity Pohlman, Madi-
lyn Reinhard, Liana Schlarman, Ali
Siegrist, Charlie Stammen, Lilah
Thien, Kolton Thompson, Livy Tim-
merman, Huntly Ward, Madelyn
Weigel and Jadyn Wyerick.
Also seventh graders Brody

Barga, Tyler Bertke, Owen Boeck-
man, Alexandra Carreto, Reese
Diller, Kenna Dues, Brady Evers,
Grant Fortkamp, Alexis Grisez,
Sophia Guggenbiller, Russell Hart,
Aubree M. Heitkamp and Adyson
Homan.
Also Hudson McAbee, Ian

McCain, Jake Meyer, Emma
Schmitz, Madelyn Schoenlein,
Angel Serio, Cara Shoemaker, Riley
Stammen, Amber Timmerman, Ava
Timmerman, Ivy Tobe, Ethan Wen-
ning, Reed Westgerdes, Will West-
gerdes, Jase Wuebker and Trevor
Wycuff.
Also eighth graders Gabriel

Acheson, Elijah Albers, Ella Bech-
tol, Alexis Braun, Aiden
Brunswick, Ryker Brunswick,
Rylee Bubp, Garrett Diller, Kylia
Dues, Zoe Dues, Zackary Ervin,
Yaneth Esparza, Mallory Evers,
Carson Fullenkamp, Alex Gaerke,
Raymond Grube, Aubrie N.
Heitkamp, Caden Homan and Jenna
Homan.
Also Maleiah Kaffenberger,

Cayson Kaikala, Wesley Keller,
Dylan Klenke, Reece LeFevre,
Autumn Leuthold, Luke Lochtefeld,
Russell Pohlman, Colson Post,
Anthony Roessner, Danielle
Schmitt, Hayden Siefring, Jesse
Springer, Cletus Timmerman and
Tyler Wendel.

DEAR ABBY: I am a 26-
year-old man, and I’m
currently incarcerated.
My girlfriend, “Diana,”
and I have been together
for four years. She has a
6-year-old daughter, and I
have a 7-year-old son. Our
kids are very close, and I
am also very close to her
daughter. 
I may be locked up for

some time. I have given
Diana the option of  mov-
ing on without me, but
she says she doesn’t want
to do that. She is going to
stay with me no matter
what. That’s great, but
everyone around her is
pregnant and having
babies, and Diana tells
me how much she wants
another baby. Is it selfish
of  me to allow her to stick
it out with me, knowing I
can’t give her what she
wants? — INSIDE IN
CALIFORNIA
DEAR INSIDE: Diana

is a grown woman and
capable of  making this
decision for herself.
Just because “everyone
around her” is having
babies doesn’t mean
she has to. If  she wants
to wait for your
release, she can have a
child with you at that
time, and this is what I
am advising.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I need

some help trying to save
my marriage. I don’t talk
a lot in a relationship or
with other people. I am
aware that communica-
tion is important in a
relationship, but I never

realized how important it
was until my wife told me
I don’t communicate
enough and we started
talking about divorce. 
We have a 4-year-old,

who I think is the glue to
our marriage. I would
like our marriage to last,
but I’m afraid ours is so
far gone it can’t be fixed.
Could you please help me
try to save our marriage?
— HANGING IN THERE
OUT WEST
DEAR HANGING:

Tell your wife you love
her and are willing to
work on your commu-
nication skills with her
help, if  she is willing.
If  her response is affir-
mative, the two of  you
should seek a referral
to a licensed clinical
social worker or a
licensed marriage and
family therapist to help
you learn to communi-
cate with each other
more effectively. 

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by

Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Ange-
les, CA 90069.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
PTSD SUPPORT GROUP

— Meets at 6 p.m. every
Thursday at the Portland
American Legion Post, 211
W. Walnut St., Portland.
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at

(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Thursday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Friday
DUNKIRK HISTORI-

CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
the first and third Friday
of  each month in the for-
mer W.E. Gaunt Jewelry

building, 113 S. Main St.,
Dunkirk.
SOFT SHOULDERS — A

support group for anyone
suffering from memory
loss, will meet at 10:30 a.m.
the first Friday of  each
month in the Fireplace
Room at Edelweiss Place at
Swiss Village in Berne. For
more information, call
(260) 589-3173.
CINCINNATUS

LEAGUE — Will meet at
noon Friday, April 1, at
Harmony Cafe in Portland.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.
DUNKIRK HISTORICAL

SOCIETY — Is open from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the first
and third Saturday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113. S. Main St., Dunkirk.
MUSEUM OF THE SOL-

DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.
BRYANT AREA COM-

MUNITY CENTER —
Walking from 9:30 to 10:30
a.m. every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.
CAREGIVER SUPPORT

GROUP — Will meet at 1
p.m. the first Monday of
each month at Portland
Place, 430 W. Lafayette St.
For more information, call
(800) 589-1121.
EUCHRE –– Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay

Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
PREGNANCY CARE

CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260) 726-
8636. Walk-ins accepted.
BREAD OF LIFE COM-

MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome. 
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku PART-TIME
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business@thecr.com
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FRMS names honor roll students

Photo provided

Staatskongress
Five Jay County High School students studying German participated in the annual

Staatskongress, an event hosted by Ball State University for the Indiana Association of Students
of German. The event features various competitions and workshops for German students from
high schools across Indiana. Pictured are Jay County competitors Isaac Braun, Lotta Birkert,
Anastasiya Fomina, Alex Ardizzone and Evan Toney.
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To the editor:
National Drug and Alcohol

Facts Week is an annual, week-
long health observance
launched in 2010 by scientists at
the National Institute on Drug
Abuse.
The National Institute on

Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism
became a partner in 2016 and
added alcohol as a topic area for
the week. National Drug and
Alcohol Facts Week provides an
opportunity to bring together
scientists, students, educators,
healthcare providers and com-
munity partners in school and
community events across Amer-
ica. During these events, teens

get the opportunity to shatter
the myths on substance and
alcohol use, by talking to
experts about how the brain,
body and behaviors are affected.
The National Drug and Alco-

hol Facts Week starts on March
21 every year, and while our
teens in Jay County are on
spring break during this time,

Jay County Drug Prevention
Coalition did not want to miss
the opportunity to utilize this
amazing learning experience
for them. For our teens in the
Jay County community to par-
ticipate in National Drug and
Alcohol Facts Week, we are com-
ing into all Jay County high
schools this week, and setting
up tables with activities and
contests during lunch hours. 
All students will have the

chance to obtain handouts on
any of  our services, as well as
facts on substance and alcohol
use. They will also be invited to
participate in a fact or fiction
game, and anyone who plays

receives “goody bags” of  hand-
outs, bracelets, candy, etc. For
those that win the game, they
then will have the option to par-
ticipate in a drawing contest
that portrays a fact they are
given. For winners of  the draw-
ing contest, the best illustration
at each school will receive a $25
gift card to a local business and
the overall winner will have
their illustration placed on a
billboard in town. Drawings will
be judged by the Jay County
Drug Prevention Coalition staff.
Again, the Jay County Drug

Prevention Coalition will be at
the high schools in Jay County
this week during the lunch peri-

ods for National Drug and Alco-
hol Facts Week. All students
will have the chance to join in
on not only a beneficial learning
experience, but also fun activi-
ties, with the chance of  having
their creativity displayed on a
billboard. 
We ask that you spread the

word and encourage the youth
in our community to partici-
pate.
Thank you for your time,
Deni O’Brien, AAS
Marketing and projects assis-

tant
Jay County Drug Prevention

Coalition

Encourage youth to learn the facts

By MORTON J. MARCUS
Dottie Data called to

share her observations
about the latest population
estimates released last
week by the Census
Bureau.
“I downloaded every

county in the U.S.,” she
said excitedly. “Whatcha
wanna know?” she said
imitating a carnival bark-
er.
“First and foremost,” I

said, “tell me about Indi-
ana and how we fared in
2021.”
“Indiana,” she intoned,

“added 20,341 persons to
its number in 2021, for a
0.3% increase that trans-
lated in a 21st-place rank-
ing among the 50 states.”
“What?” I asked. “Isn’t

that a puny percent
increase?”
“No way, pal,” she

responded. “The U.S. grew
by just 0.12%. If  you recall,
we still had lots of  folks
dying from COVID last
year. Yet, births did exceed
deaths nationwide and in
Indiana.”
“But certainly,” I said

with certainty, “there were
states that had better
growth experiences than
Indiana.”  
“You bet,” Dottie

declared. “Idaho, Utah,
Montana and Arizona
topped all states as people
fled to the hills from
COVID.”
“Hmm,” I hmmed. “Are

those all conservative,
western mountain states
growing with folks escap-
ing the contagion of  the
liberal Pacific coast.” 
“That’s a foxy analysis,”

Dottie said. “The biggest
percent losers were New
York, Illinois and Hawaii.
Make up whatever story
you like there.”
“And Indiana?” I asked.
“We all know about the

growth of  the four Indi-
anapolis metro area coun-
ties — Boone, Hamilton,
Hendricks and Hancock —
where growth topped 2%.
At the bottom of  the list
were declining rural coun-
ties: Pulaski, Jay, Knox
and Pike,” Dottie said. 
“However,” Dottie con-

tinued, “the interesting
stuff  is in the details. Indi-
ana had 58 of  its 92 coun-
ties gaining population,
some with more births
than deaths, some with
more deaths than births
while some counties had
more people moving in
and some had more people
moving out.
“It's that interplay

between natural increase
and net migration that
drives population change,”
she concluded.
“That gets pretty com-

plex,” I said ponderously.
“Bingo, buster,” Dottie

confirmed. “The Census

estimates that of  these 58
counties gaining popula-
tion, only 11 had an excess
of  births over deaths (nat-
ural increase) and more
people moving in than
moving out (positive net
migration).”
“You’re telling me 81

Hoosier counties had neg-
ative natural increase or
negative net migration, or
both?” I said. “That’s
painful.”
“Yes,” Dottie answered,

“if  you think population
growth is good. But there
are many Hoosiers who
will tell you more people is
not what their community
wants or needs. Remem-
ber, many people move to
the suburbs or return to
small towns and rural
areas to enjoy less density. 
“They’re not hostile to

people,” Dottie said. “They
just prefer a different
lifestyle from those who
find the larger cities desir-
able. Or they may feel,
with today’s technology,
more people are damaging
to our environment.”
What could I say to that?

••••••••••
Marcus is an economist.

Email him at mortonjmar-
cus@yahoo.com.

Population is
a complex topic

By SHABANA BASIJ-RAIKH
Special To The Washington Post
Sometimes 20 years can fall

away like nothing. Sometimes
time telescopes into a vivid memo-
ry of  a flash of  red above a sea of
blue.
On March 23, 2002, I was 12 years

old, living in Kabul, walking into
an all-girls public school for the
first time in my life. The Taliban
— the extremists who from 1996 to
2001 had essentially outlawed
girls’ education — was gone, its
regime fallen, its edicts swept
away. It was the first day of  the
new school year.
But I remember the fear in our

school courtyard that day. How it
flowed around me in deep blue
tides. Our school uniform was a
black outfit and a white headscarf,
but so many girls had chosen to
cover up with the blue burqa
because there were rumors that
Taliban members were out there,
watching, looking for girls in uni-
forms so they could throw acid in
our faces.
That was our fear, that the Tal-

iban members would find us and
hurt us if  they knew who we were.
And I remember our school princi-
pal in the midst of  that blue sea,
standing tall and proud and com-
posed. She wore a long skirt with a
blazer, and an elegant headscarf,
and bright red lipstick.
I was afraid for her. “They’ll get

her first,” I thought.
They didn’t. The school year

continued, and as it did, I started
to understand the lesson she was
teaching us that day. 
“You don’t have to be afraid,”

she was saying. “You’re free.
Times have changed. You can go

back to what we used to call nor-
mal.”
And as spring became summer

and summer became fall, I watched
that blue tide start to turn. I
watched it drain away from our
courtyard, and I watched what was
hidden beneath come into view:
black outfits, and white head-
scarves, and faces, and smiles.
We were Afghan girls. And we

were back.
I thought about our principal

last week, on March 23, 2022, when
the Taliban broke its promise to
fellow Afghans and to the entire
world and announced it wouldn’t
allow girls to attend school beyond
sixth grade.
That day, I saw girls standing in

their black outfits and white head-
scarves. I saw them outside their
school gates in tears. I heard the
Taliban mouth the excuses: There
are not enough female teachers
available, the school uniform for
girls is not appropriately modest,
the time just isn’t right.
The hypocrisy of  it. The

hypocrisy of  a regime that sends
its own daughters overseas for
schooling while making
Afghanistan the only nation to bar
half  its population from receiving
an education.
Educated girls become educated

women, and educated women are
independent women. This is what

members of  the Taliban know.
This is what they accept in their
own families. This is what they
fear in their own nation.
What they fear wears black out-

fits and white headscarves, and
they hope to cover their fear in a
new blue tide, just like they did
when I was a child, when Afghan
women and girls vanished, and the
world looked away.
This cannot happen again. I will

do my part. My Afghan girls’
school, now in Rwanda, is recruit-
ing new students from our nation’s
refugee diaspora. We intend to
enroll the largest class in our his-
tory this fall. We will educate
Afghan girls, and nothing and no
one will ever deter us.
To Afghan men, I say: This is

your moment. Don’t let your wives
and daughters and sisters protest
alone. Don’t let armed men tell you
what their futures must look like.
To other Muslim nations, I say:
This is your moment. Raise your
voices. Follow the example of
Qatar and Turkey. Call out the Tal-
iban’s un-Islamic decree, and in
the strongest terms.
And to the rest of  the world, I

say: Do not give the Taliban the
legitimacy it seeks until it first
seeks its legitimacy from Afghan
women.
Here we stand, tall, proud and

unafraid. This is the lesson we
learned as girls.
This is the lesson we teach to the

girls to come.
••••••••••

Basij-Rasikh, a Washington Post
Global Opinions contributing
columnist, is co-founder and presi-
dent of  the School of  Leadership,
Afghanistan.

Stand up for Afghan women
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Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.
All services are Sunday,

unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist
204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m.
asburyministries.org

Banner Christian   
Assembly of God 
1217 W. Votaw St., Port-

land
Michael Burk
(260) 726-4282
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Bellefountain
United Methodist
440 S. 600 East 
Gordon Jackson
Services: 9 a.m.

Bethel United
Methodist
Indiana 167, 4 miles north

of  Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East
Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist
301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in

umc.org

Christ Chapel
105 S. Elm St., Fort Recov-

ery
Quentin Elsea
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of Christ
(Southside)
1209 S. Shank St., Portland
Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6:30

p.m.

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)
8472 S. 800 East, Union City
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy
797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-

tland
Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the Brethren
Floral and Chicago

avenues, Portland
Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God
South Broad Street,

Dunkirk
Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m. Fri-

day

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St., Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6 p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County
2875 E. 200 South
Gordon Jackson
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South, Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 7:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcenter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First American Baptist
427 S. Main St., Dunkirk
Dan Coffman
(765) 768-7157
Services: 10:40 a.m., 5

p.m.

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 
341 S. Meridian St., Red-

key
Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Marion Donathan
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene
401 E. Boundary St., Fort

Recovery
Revs. Brad and Kate

Ratliff
(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist
309 E. Boundary St., Fort

Recovery
Rev. David Porath
Rev. James Stilwell
(419) 678-2071
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 
468 E. Washington St.,

Dunkirk
Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 9:30 a.m., 6:30

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist
100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the Brethren
Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist
435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67, Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Services: 8:30 a.m., 4:30

p.m. Saturday 
churchofthemostholytrin-

ity.com

Hopewell of
Life Ministries
County road 200 South, 2

miles east of  Indiana 1
Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic
506 E. Walnut St., Port-

land
Fr. Peter Logsdon
(260) 726-7055
Services: 6:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians
403 Sharpsburg Road,

Fort Recovery
Rev. Ned Brown 
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 9:30 a.m.

Mount Tabor
United Methodist
216 W. Pleasant St.,

Dunkirk
John Retter
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist
County roads 600 East

and 200 North
Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine
4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship
1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Port-

land
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 755-6354
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist
5905 S. Como Road
Tim Wallace
(765) 499-7838
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian
1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist
829 S. Indiana 1
Mark Dennis
(765) 730-3770
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pennville United
Methodist
190 W. Main St., Pennvil-

le
Gary Newton
(765) 669-1070
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland First
Church of Nazarene
920 S. Shank St., Port-

land
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Port-

land
Herb Hummel 
(260) 729-7393
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God
4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-

Randolph county line)
Rev. David Parry 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries
9811 W. Indiana 67,

southwest of  Redkey
Rev. Craig and Robin

Cotherman
(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First Christian
Union and Malin streets,

Redkey
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist
122 W. Main St., Redkey
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 
801 W. High St.
Chuck Hollandbeck
(765) 369-2676
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ
3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries
228 S. Meridian St., Port-

land
Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. James Lutheran
County road 600 East,

south of  county road 400
South
Robin Owen
Services: 10:30 a.m.
pastorrobino@gmail.com

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Ned Brown
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sunday

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Ned Brown
Services: 8:30 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Ned Brown
Services: 10 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
County roads 400 North

and 550 West
Rev. Mike Heckman
(260) 731-4733
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

(the 2nd and 4th Sunday at
Pennville Park from June
through September)

Sugar Grove
United Methodist
County roads 600 South

and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
Indiana 167, between

Dunkirk and Albany
(765) 768-7708
Services: 11 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)
pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity United Methodist
323 S. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8391
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:30 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6 p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene
County road 900 North

(Jay-Wells county line)
Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Westchester
United Methodist
4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Services: 10:35 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ
204 W. Walnut St., Portland
Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof -

christ.org 

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Darrell Borders
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@g

mail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.
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40” x 13

BUY ONE FOR
$695

GET ONE FO
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Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAYY - FRIDAYY
Custom sizes available.
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LARRY NEWLAND
ESTATE

Public Auction
Saturday, April 2nd @

2:00 PM
This auction will have 2

rings.
Located: Bricker Auction

Gallery at 414 N
Meridian St. Portland, IN 
This auction will include
vehicles, motorcycles,

archery
items, dressers, couch-

es, table and chairs,
separate chairs,

barstools, end tables,
night stands, a bed

frame, a
phonograph, a large

showcase, deer mounts,
lever action

items, holsters, assorted
tools, heaters, car
ramps, gas and

kerosene jugs, a whole
bunch of Fenton glass-

ware, home
decorations, and much

more!
Pick up will be Monday,

April 4th, 12-6 pm at
Bricker Auction Gallery
located at 414 N Meridi-

an St. Portland, IN.
Cell: 260-703-0839 

Bricker Auction Compa-
ny 

Chad Bricker-Auctioneer
AU11600027  

ONLINE ONLY AUC-
TION!

Bidding Now Open.
Starts Closing Sunday,
April 3rd  at 2pm EST.

Auction Preview: Thurs-
day March 31st 3:00-

5:00 PM
Items Located at: 

302 N Hendricks Street 
Bryant, IN 47326

Farm Toys, Older Trac-
tor Books & Manuals,

Combine, Corn Head &
Grain Head Parts

Books, LARGE Assort-
ment of Used Combine

Parts to include:
Engines, Transmissions,
Final Drives, Hydraulic

Pumps, Electrical Items,
Injection Pumps, New &
Used Belts, New Bear-
ings, Seats, Lights, Mir-

rors, & More! 
New Bush Hog Rotary

Cutter Blades, Gearbox,
Misc. Lawn & Garden/
Rotary Cutter Parts &

MORE! 
Visit www.kjauction.com

for More Details & To
Bid! 

Bryant Combine Parts
LLC,  - Owner

KRUECKEBERG AUC-
TION & REALTY LLC     

(260)-724-7402   
Kjauction.com

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located at 333 Blaine

Pike (former DAV Build-
ing), Portland Indiana on

Thursday Afternoon
MARCH 31, 2022 AT

4:30 P.M.
OLD AND COLLEC-

TORS ITEMS – HUNT-
ING ACCESSORIES -

TOOLS
Oak plant stand; Oak
library table; porcelain
top chrome leg table;
red metal utility cart;
child’s rocker; deer

antler lamp; trumpet;
saxophone; Ohio Indian
frosted glass set w/pitch-

er; galvanized water
can; galvanized waterer;
several Indian stones;
arrow heads; bows;
turkey calls; squirrel
calls; powder horns;
marbles; Dog House

blind; Coleman 6 person
tent; 14’ x 12’ cabin tent
with screen room; camp
cot; Hub Style ground
blind; Stack On tool

boxes; 1000 watt gener-
ator; Poulan 2150 LE

chain chain; ;  and many
other items not listed.

CHRIS PUTERBAUGH,
DECEASED

BY CHAD PUTER-
BAUGH

Loy Auction
AC#31600027

Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608

Ben Lyons AU10700085
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Troy Foust AU1980006  

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED CITY
OF PORTLAND Posi-
tion: Pool Manager The
City of Portland is cur-
rently taking applications
for Pool Manager. This
individual will be respon-
sible for supervising the
day-to-day activities at
the Portland Water Park
as well as maintaining
the cleanliness of the
facility. A complete job
description is available at
City Hall and on the City
of Portland website.
Applications will be avail-
able at City Hall, 321
North Meridian Street,
Portland, Indiana 47371,
Tuesday, March 29 thru
Thursday, April 7, 2022.
Applications need to be
submitted to City Hall by
Friday, April 8 @ 4:30
p.m. The City of Portland
is an Equal Opportunity
Employer 
LOOKING FOR A FULL-
TIME CLERK Assistant
Position at Dunkirk City
Building. Please come to
City Building to pick up
application. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141. 

140 APPLIANCES

FIREPLACES,
STOVES, INSERTS, and
Hot Tubs. Kerns Fire-
place & Spa 5217 Tama
Rd. Celina OH 419-363-
2230 

160 WANTED TO BUY

WANTED TO BUY:
INDIAN Artifact Collec-
tions, Arrowheads, etc.
Call 419-852-6825 ask
for Robin. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 
FOR RENT 3 Bed-1 bath
house located in Port-
land. Rent, plus Deposit,
plus Utilities. NO PETS.
References required.
260-368-9079 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

READ  THE CR THEN RECYCLE
 Visit Us At:  thecr.com

THE CLASSFIEDS
Find it, Buy It, Sell It!

(260) 726-8141 

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT

Public Notice
CSO NOTIFICATION RULE

327 IAC5-2.1
The Town of Redkey has a com-
bined sewer system. Storm wa-
ter and sanitary waste are trans-
ported to the wastewater
treatment plant in the same
sewers. During wet weather
events, rainfall or snow melt,
the sewers may become hy-
draulically overloaded to the
point that some storm and
wastewater goes to the receiv-
ing stream. Redkey Run or
Halfway Creed, without being
treated through the plant. When
this occurs there is a potential
for persons coming in contact
with the creek water to become
ill. The Town will provide Pub-
lic Notification when an over-
flow event occurs to prevent
persons from making contact
with the water. Notices are
posted at the CSO sites that
read as follows:

CAUTION
Sewage Pollution

Sewage may be in this water
during and for several days af-
ter periods of rainfall or snow
melt. People who swim in, wade
in, or ingest this water may get
sick.
For more information, please
call the Redkey Wastewater
Treatment Plant at 765-369-2711.

Randy Young
Certified Operator

Erik Hammers
Town Council President
Dated this 28th day of 

March, 2022.
CR 3-31-2022 NS 4-6-2022- HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Continued from page 8
With the Nuggets lead-

ing 100-98 with 8:41 left in
the fourth quarter, Den-
ver’s Austin Rivers shoved
Lance Stephenson after he
felt Stephenson hit him
while guarding him. Both
players were called for
technicals.
Rivers was ejected later

after a second technical
because he faked throwing
an elbow at Stephenson,
but didn’t make contact.
Malone said referee Tony
Brothers said it was a
malicious act by Rivers.
Malone said he would talk
to the league about the
ejection.
The Nuggets shot 68% in

the first quarter to take a
43-15 lead. The 28-point
margin was the largest by
any team in the league
after the first quarter this
season.
The Pacers were able to

trim the deficit to 69-53 at
halftime by holding a 38-26

edge in the second quarter.
“Obviously a bad start,”

said Pacers guard Tyrese
Haliburton, who had 15
points and 12 assists. “The
crowd got involved, and
that’s what got us going.
We’ve just got to figure out
how to bottle up that third
and fourth quarter and
second half  and sustain it.’

Tip-ins
Nuggets: JaMychal

Green missed his second
consecutive game with a
wrist injury. … Jamal Mur-
ray, who hasn’t played this
season after ACL surgery,
did strength training in
the hallway and had a
workout on the court
before team workouts.
Pacers: Isaiah Jackson

remains out. He missed
two games because of  a
concussion. He tried to
play March 23 against
Sacramento, but left after
a short stint with a
headache. 

Continued from page 8
Canada, which had clinched

its first World Cup trip since
1986 with a win Sunday, fin-
ished first in the group with 28
points after a 1-0 loss at Pana-
ma, ahead of  Mexico on goal
difference. El Tri clinched its
eighth straight World Cup
berth with a 2-0 home win over
El Salvador, while the U.S. (25
points) finished third with a
plus-11 goal difference to plus-
five for Costa Rica (also 25
points).
Ticos coach Luis Fernando

Suárez didn’t include six
starters from Sunday’s win at
El Salvador who carried yellow
cards, not wanting to risk a
suspension for a June playoff
against Oceania champion
New Zealand.
As Berhalter spoke to his

team, 24-year-old defender
Erik-Palmer Brown popped
open the first bottle of  Duet
Mosseux Brut, starting a brief

bubbly and beer celebration
before some players caught a
charter flight to London.
Berhalter headed with staff  for
a red-eye flight to New York
and a connection for Qatar
ahead of  Friday’s draw.
U.S. bench players walked

onto the field at the final whis-
tle and exchanged handshakes
and hugs with their team-
mates, while home fans
cheered the Ticos. Then Ameri-
can players put on ski goggles
and let loose.
“The party is going. I think

we have run out of  beer,” said
Zimmerman, a 28-year-old
defender who didn’t play in the
first three qualifiers, then
started nine of  the last 11.
“Coming into the locker room,
everyone just decided, you
know what, we realized our
goal, which was to qualify, and
we did that, so everyone kind
of  forgot about tonight. We put
ourselves in that position,
where we could afford to do
that.”
The U.S. finds out at Friday’s

draw which three nations it
will face in the group stage,
which starts Nov. 21 at a tour-
nament pushed back five
months to avoid summer desert
heat. A growing and increas-
ingly hypercritical fan base is
hoping to see Pulisic & Co.
reach the quarterfinals for the
first time since 2002.
“Now we have to test our-

selves against the best players
in the world, the best teams in

the world,” said midfielder
Tyler Adams, who came off  at
halftime with a bruise above
his left knee from a tackle.
“This was only the first stage
in our development.”
Pulisic, the first American to

play in and win a Champions
League final, had been con-
sumed with trying to lift the
U.S. back to a World Cup. The
23-year-old led the team with
five of  its 21 goals despite mak-
ing just seven starts due to
COVID-19, a sprained ankle
and shaky form when he first
came back from the injury.
“Looking at the big picture,

we’re obviously so proud to
represent our country at a
World Cup, so we’re thrilled for
that. In a couple of  days, I don’t
think we’ll be thinking about
this game,” he said. “I think we
can do a lot of  damage, man. I
think we’re a confident bunch
of  guys, and, yeah, I think the
country will get behind us.”

The Commercial Review
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By FRED GOODALL
AP Sports Writer
TAMPA, Fla. — Bruce Arians

unexpectedly retired as coach of
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, a
stunning move Wednesday night
that the 69-year-old who guided
the team to its second Super Bowl
title says is not related to health.
It’s the second major retire-

ment announcement for the Bucs
this offseason, following Tom
Brady’s announcement in Febru-
ary that he was ending his career.
Brady, a seven-time Super Bowl
champion quarterback, returned
40 days later, saying he would
return for a 23rd season and not-
ing he had “unfinished business.”
But instead of  Arians, Brady

will be playing for Todd Bowles
after the defensive coordinator

was promoted as the coach’s suc-
cessor.
Arians, a two-time cancer sur-

vivor, stepped down as coach of
the Arizona Cardinals due to
medical concerns in 2017, only to
be lured back to the sideline by
the then-struggling Bucs two
years later. This time, he said, he
exits feeling the best he has in
“many years” and is looking for-
ward to transitioning into a front-
office position working with gen-
eral manager Jason Licht.
“This team is in a much better

place than it was three years ago
due to Jason’s great work and the
Glazer family’s commitment to
winning,” Arians said in a
lengthy statement issued by the
team.

“I want to focus on what I can
give back to this incredible game
that has provided so much for me
and my family,” Arians added. “I
really began thinking about my
personal transition plan earlier
this offseason. I wanted to ensure
when I walked away that Todd
Bowles would have the best
opportunity to succeed.”
Arians, who will turn 70 this

coming season, coached the Bucs
to the Super Bowl title in the 2020
season — Brady’s first with
Tampa Bay. The Bucs were 31-18
in Arians’ three seasons there
and he was 80-48-1 in eight years
as a head coach overall when
adding in five seasons with the
Cardinals from 2013 to 2017.
NBC Sports and the Los Ange-

les Times first reported Arians’
decision and that Bowles would
be replacing him.
“I have spent most of  the last 50

years of  my life on the sidelines
as a football coach in one form or
another,” Arians said. “I love foot-
ball. I love the relationships, the
strategy, the competition —
everything. It has been one hell of
a ride, but I know this is the right
time for me to make this transi-
tion.”
Bowles becomes the sixth

minority head coach currently in
the NFL, joining Pittsburgh’s
Mike Tomlin, Washington’s Ron
Rivera, the New York Jets’ Robert
Saleh, Houston’s Lovie Smith
and Miami’s Mike McDaniel. He
also is the fourth Black coach in

Bucs’ history, joining Tony
Dungy, Raheem Morris and
Smith.
Brady, in an Instagram post

Wednesday night, said Arians
was a major part of  his decision
to play for Tampa Bay and that
he’ll be “forever grateful.”
“You are an incredible man and

coach, and it was a privilege to
play for you,” Brady wrote. “You
are a true NFL legend and pio-
neer for all the work you have
done to make the league more
diverse and inclusive. Smart,
tough, and loyal are a few of  the
words to describe your style. I
will always remember the conver-
sations we had when you recruit-
ed me two years ago and all of  the
things we discussed came true.”

Arians retires as Bucs coach, Brown promoted

US ...
‘Coming into the locker room,

everyone just decided, you
know what, we realized our goal,

which was to qualify, and we
did that, so everyone kind of forgot

about tonight. We put ourselves
in that position, where we could

afford to do that.’
—Walker Zimmerman

Top ...
Local schedule

Today
Fort Recovery — Softball vs. South

Adams – 5 p.m.

Friday
Fort Recovery — Baseball at Mississi-

nawa Valley – 5 p.m.; Softball at Mississi-
nawa Valley – 5 p.m.; JV baseball vs. Fort
Loramie – 5 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Baseball scrimmage at

Bellmont – 11 a.m.; Softball scrimmage at
Winchester – 11 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Softball at Lima
Bath – 11 a.m.; Baseball at Crestview –
noon; JV softball at Lima Bath – 1 p.m.

Monday
Jay County — Softball vs. Blackford – 5

p.m.; Girls tennis vs. Blackford – 5 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Baseball vs. Lehman

Catholic – 5 p.m.; Softball vs. Celina – 5
p.m.; JV baseball at Russia – 5 p.m.; Jun-
ior high track at New Bremen – 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Track vs. Blackford –

5:30 p.m.; Softball vs. Bellmont – 5:30
p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track at Parkway –
4:30 p.m.; Softball at Anna – 5 p.m.

April 7
Jay County — Softball at Delta – 5

p.m.; Girls tennis vs. Bellmont – 5 p.m.;
Track at Adams Central – 5:30 p.m.; Base-
ball at Elwood – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball vs. Delphos
St. John’s – 5 p.m.; JV softball at Fort
Loramie – 5 p.m.; JV baseball at Delphos
St. John’s – 5:30 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

4:05 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
Los Angeles Dodgers vs. Texas Rangers
(MLBN)

6:40 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
St. Louis Cardinals vs. Miami Marlins
(BALLY)

7 p.m. — Men's college basketball:
NIT Tournament Championship (ESPN)

7:30 p.,m. — NBA basketball: Milwau-
kee Bucks at Brooklyn Nets (TNT)

9 p.m. — Men's college basketball:
Slam Dunk & 3-point Championship
(ESPN)

10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Los Ange-
les Lakers at Utah Jazz (TNT)

Friday
1:05 p.m. — Major League Baseball:

New York Mets vs. St. Louis Cardinals
(BALLY)

7 p.m. — College baseball: Tennessee
at Vanderbilt (ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Indiana
Pacers at Boston Celtics (BALLY)

7 p.m. — Women's college basketball:
NCAA Tournament Final Four (ESPN)

9:30 p.m. — Women's college basket-
ball: NCAA Tournament Final Four (ESPN)

Saturday
8:30 a.m. — NASCAR racing: xfinity

Series – ToyotaCare 250 Practice (FS10
10:30 a.m. — NASCAR racing: Cup

Series – Toyota Owners 400 Qualifying
(FS1)

Noon — College football: University of
Michigan spring game (BTN)

Noon — Golf: Augusta National Ama-
teur – Women’s final round (NBC)

1 p.m. — College baseball: Texas at
Oklahoma (ESPN2)

1:30 p.m. — NASCAR racing: xfinity
Series – ToyotaCare 250 (FS1)

3 p.m. — NHL hockey: Pittsburgh Pen-
guins at Colorado Avalanche (ABC)

3:30 p.m. — PGA Tour Golf: Texas
Open – Third round (NBC)

4 p.m. — NWSL Soccer: Angel City at
San Diego Wave (CBS)

6:09 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
NCAA Tournament Final Four – Villanova
vs. Kansas (TNT)

8 p.m. — Major League Soccer: Seat-
tle Sounders at Minnesota United (FOX)

8:49 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
NCAA Tournament Final Four – North Car-
olina vs. Duke (TNT)

10 p.m. — NHL hockey: St. Louis
Blues at Calgary Flames (BALLY)

Sunday
1 p.m. — College baseball: Texas at

Oklahoma (ESPN); Northwestern at Indi-
ana (BTN)

1 p.m. — NBA basketball: Dallas Mav-
ericks at Milwaukee Bucks (ABC)

1:10 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
Miami Marlins vs. New York Mets (MLBN)

2 p.m. — PGA Tour Golf: Texas Open –
Final round (NBC)

3:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Denver
Nuggets at Los Angeles Lakers (ABC)

3:30 p.m. — NASCAR racing: Cup
Series – Toyota Owners 400 (FOX)

4 p.m. — NHL hockey: New York
Islanders at New Jersey Devils (TNT)

4:05 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
Colorado Rockies vs. Chicago White Sox
(MLBN)

5 p.m. — NBA basketball: Detroit Pis-
tons at Indiana Pacers (BALLY)

Local notes
Race is Saturday

Jay Community Center will kick off its

Jay County 5K Circuit on Saturday  with
the Sprint to Spring 5K.

Registration is $20. A tech t-shirt is a
$10 add on, while a cotton t-shirt is a $5
add on.

The race begins and ends at Jay Com-
munity Center, and will go through Hudson
Family Park.

For more information, contact Jay
Community Center at (260) 726-6477.

Boomer registration is open
Registration is now open for Jay Com-

munity Center’s Boomer T-Ball and Coach
Pitch.

The program is open to boys and girls
ages 3 through 6. Games will be played
Saturdays at Portland Junior League
fields.

Cost is $55 before May 16, and regis-
tration includes t-shirt, hat and practice
ball. Multiple child discounts are avail-
able.

For more information, contact Jay
Community Center at (260) 726-6477.

Photos available for purchase
Did you see yourself or a family mem-

ber in the newspaper? Want to cherish
that memory forever?

All photographs — and many more
unpublished pictures that can be viewed
at TheCr.com — are available for pur-
chase from The Commercial Review.

Prints cost $4 for 3x5 or 5x7, and an
8x10 is $7. Digital copies are $5 each,
and prices do not include sales tax.

To place an order, call the office at
(260) 726-8141 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday through Friday to place your order
today.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap



Ohio Valley Gas
129 E. Main St., 

Portland
260-726-8114
www.ovgc.com

Adair Processing
190 N. Union St.

Pennville, IN
260-731-3221

Baird Freeman 
Funeral Home

221 N. Meridian St.
Portland, IN

260-726-7171

Fuqua Chrysler, 
Dodge, Jeep & Ram
127 E. Commerce St., Dunkirk

Garage is open!
765-768-6224

www.fuquachysler.com

Display Craft SIgns
630 E. Votaw St.

Portland, IN
260-726-4535

Dr. Thomas Banta
1413 W. Votaw St., 

Portland
260-726-7822

Home Idea Center
901 Industrial Dr. 
Ft. Recovery, OH

419-375-4951
www.ehomeidea.com

Fortkamp Foam
3226 Wabash Road

Ft. Recovery, OH
419-852-1390

Fortkampfoam.com

All Circuit 
Electrical, LLC

5510 N. US 27, Bryant, IN
260-997-8336

www.allcircuitelectrical.com

Williams 
Auto Parts, Inc.

1127 Detroit Ave. 
Portland, IN

8-5:30 Mon-Fri, 
Closed Sat & Sun.
Used auto parts 

since 1951
(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautoparts.com

Jay County Drug 
Prevention 
Coalition

100 N. Meridian St., 
Portland, IN 47371

Email: 
jcdpccontact@gmail.com

All Weather
Heating and Air 

Conditioning
(260)726-4822

24 hr Emergency Service
Serving Portland 

& Surrounding Areas
 

This local  business listing runs  4 times a month with 
packages  of either $25, or $50.

Give us a call at 260-726-8141 to be included

Businesses 
& 

Services

Dunn Family 
Dental Care

110 W. North St. 
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8007

Hopkins Repair, 
LLC

Auto & light truck repair
Mon-Fri. • 7am-4pm
Call Scott Hopkins

260-251-0459
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Jay County 5K Circuit race
kicks off on Saturday,

see Sports on tap

Max Moser was used sparingly
as an undergraduate for the
Foresters.
When they asked him to come

back as a graduate student for his
final year of  eligibility, he didn’t
pass it up.
Tuesday he delivered in a big

way.
Moser, a 2018 Jay County High

School graduate, had a career day
for the Huntington University
baseball team in a 15-2 victory
over Spring Arbor in the second
game of  a doubleheader.
The former Patriot was 3-for-4

with a home run, a double and
five RBIs. He also scored three
times and recorded a stolen base
for the Foresters (12-12, 10-6 Cross-
roads League).
Moser has appeared in 15

games and is batting .333 with

two doubles, 10 RBIs and five
runs.

Noah Arbuckle
Jay County – 2020
Pitched for the Huntington

University baseball team Tues-
day in a 16-14 loss in the first
game of  a doubleheader against
Spring Arbor.
Arbuckle started and lasted

just 3 2/3 innings. He allowed
seven earned runs on seven hits
with three strikeouts and two
walks. He did not factor into the
decision.

Wyatt Geesaman
Jay County – 2019
Pitched in relief  for the Lin-

coln Trail Community College
baseball team Sunday in a 10-8
loss to Wabash Valley College in
the second game of  a doublehead-
er.
Geesaman threw three innings,

allowing five earned runs on
seven hits. 
He struck out three and walked

one.
The sophomore and future

Northern Kentucky Norse is 2-3
in seven appearances for the

Statesmen with a 7.40 ERA in 24
1/3 innings.

Robby LeFevre
Fort Recovery – 2019
Competed in a single event for

the Fordham University men’s
track and field team Saturday in
the Rider 5-Way Meet hosted by
Rider University.
The sophomore ended the 200-

meter dash in 22.67 seconds for
sixth place.
Michael Welde of  St. Joseph’s

was the winner in 21.73 seconds.

Moser leads Foresters with career day
Collegiate
Check-up

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Intense toss
Jay County High School second baseman Tricia Ison gets ready to make a throw to first

base during practice Wednesday. The Patriot softball team will play a scrimmage at 11 a.m.
Saturday at Winchester before opening its season at 5 p.m. Monday at Blackford.

By MARK AMBROGI
Associated Press
INDIANAPOLIS — Nikola Jokic

flirted with another triple-double
with 37 points, 13 rebounds and
nine assists, helping the Denver
Nuggets hold off  the Indiana Pacers
125-118 on Wednesday night.
The Nuggets led by as many as 31

points in the second quarter before
the Pacers stormed back. Indiana
led 102-100 with 7:40 left in the
fourth quarter before the Nuggets
scored seven straight points to
regain control.
Jokic made his first nine shots in

the first half  and finished 15 of  19
from the field for Denver. He fell
one assist shy of  his 20th triple-
double of  the season after getting
one Monday night at Charlotte.
Bones Hyland scored 20 points and

Will Barton added 18 for the
Nuggets, who shot 62.5% for the
game.
“My frustration is we get bored

with success,” Nuggets coach
Michael Malone said. “I hate when
we get up 31 points early.”
Hyland said Malone told the team

a win is a win.
“We pulled it out,” Hyland said.

“It may have been ugly. We have to
clean things up. We could have won
the game by a lot of  points, but the
biggest thing is we came out with a
win.’”
The Nuggets had 19 turnovers, 11

more than the Pacers.
“We had too many turnovers, I

had seven of  them,” Jokic said.
Malone said the important thing

is the Nuggets are going back home
as the No. 5 seed.

Seven of  the nine Pacers who
played scored in double figures, led
by Buddy Hield with 20 points,
Terry Taylor with 18 and Goga
Bitadze 17. The Pacers shot 45.4%
for the game.
After trailing big early in the first

half, Indiana cut the deficit to forge
a 91-all tie after three quarters. Indi-
ana shot 62.5% to hold a 38-22 edge
in the third quarter.
“Give Indiana credit, they got

back in the game,” Malone said.
“They turned up the heat, the inten-
sity, the pressure. They became the
attacker until the last six or seven
minutes. You want guys that are
going to fight and not sit there and
take it. You want guys that will
fight for every inch and I think we
have had bunch of  guys like that.”

See Top page 7

Jokic, Nuggets top Pacers

By RONALD BLUM
AP Sports Writer
SAN JOSE, Costa Rica

— Christian Pulisic
walked across the field
with a towel draped
around his head, angry
after another U.S. defeat.
“We’re competitors,

man. We hate to lose. In
the moment I was frus-
trated,” he said. “It took
me a little bit for it to sink
in, that the qualification
hit.”
Nearly 4 1/2 years after

Pulisic buried his head in
his hands to hide tears of
failure, the U.S. rebounded
to qualify for this year’s
World Cup. A 2-0 loss to
Costa Rica on Wednesday
left the Americans in third
place after the final night
of  qualifying, the final
guaranteed berth from
North and Central Ameri-
ca and the Caribbean.
For Pulisic, DeAndre

Yedlin, Kellyn Acosta and
Paul Arriola, smiles of
relief  broke out after an
unrelenting burden was
lifted.
“This is whatever I’ve

always wanted to be, and
right now emotions are a
bit crazy,” Pulisic said, his
voice quavering.
On the 1,267th day after

a 2-1 loss at Trinidad and
Tobago ended the Ameri-
cans’ streak of  seven
straight World Cup
appearances, Yedlin
addressed the team before
the kickoff.
“I just thanked each and

every one of  them for giv-
ing me a second opportu-
nity to redeem myself, and
the country a second
opportunity to redeem
itself,” said the 28-year-old

defender, the only Ameri-
can left from the 2014 tour-
nament.
The U.S. remained win-

less in 12 qualifiers at
Costa Rica, with 10 defeats
and two draws.
Juan Pablo Vargas got

behind Walker Zimmer-
man and headed Brandon
Aguilera’s corner kick
past goalkeeper Zack Stef-
fen in the 51st minute, and
Anthony Contreras
knocked in Jewison Ben-
nette’s cross off  a scram-
ble in the 59th after Steffen
palmed Aguilar’s free kick
toward Contreras and
blocked Contreras’ initial
shot.
Coach Gregg Berhalter,

who played for the U.S. at
the 2002 World Cup, con-
gratulated the players in
the locker room. Starting
lineups in the 14 qualifiers
averaged an American-
record low of  23 years, 302
days.
“Being the youngest

team in the world to quali-
fy for the World Cup is no
easy task,” he said. “It’s a
proud moment for the
team, proud moment for
U.S. Soccer, and we’re
looking forward to com-
peting in the World Cup
again.”
A sellout crowd of  about

35,000 in National Stadium
came to life with the goals,
but the Americans’ 5-1
rout of  Panama at home
last weekend gave them a
huge goal-difference mar-
gin over Costa Rica. That
meant the U.S. merely had
to avoid losing by six goals
or more in order to claim
an automatic berth.

See US page 7

US returning
to World Cup
despite loss


