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Lola Joy, 91, Portland
James Burk, 75, Portland
Larry Lanning, 81, North

Manchester
Betty Abbott, 73, Portland
Details on page 2.

The high temperature
climbed to 68 degrees Monday
in Jay County. The low was 51.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
low of  61 with winds gusting
to 25 miles per hour. Showers
and thunderstorms are likely
Wednesday with a high of  70
and winds up to 30 mph.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Jay County Treasurer’s
Office sent out tax bills in
today’s mail. Due dates are
May 10 and Nov. 10. Payments
can be made online, at First
Bank of  Berne, First Financial
Bank, and Farmers and Mer-
chants, via drop box at the
south side of  Jay County Court-
house or in the treasurer’s
office inside the courthouse.

Wednesday — Coverage of
Sen. Mike Braun’s visit to Jay
County.

Friday — Results from the
Jay County vs. Fort Recovery
softball game.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371

The Commercial Review
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Jay County has just
under $4 million in Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act funds.

County officials have
until the end of  2024 to fig-
ure out what to do with
those dollars.

Jay County Commission-
ers and Jay County Coun-
cil reviewed three possible
projects — purchasing new
emergency personnel
radios and installing a new
radio tower in Portland,
creating infrastructure for
housing and constructing a
new facility for Jay County
Emergency Medical Serv-
ice, Jay County Health
Department and Jay Coun-
ty Coroner’s Office — at a
meeting lasting more than
two hours Monday.

Michelle Watts and Jor-
dan Graves of  civil engi-
neering firm Butler, Fair-
man and Seufert, shared a
design layout for potential
housing near Jay County
Highway Department. The
total cost of  the project is
estimated at just under $24
million. (Possible
upgrades to the water and
sanitary sewer systems
alone would cost roughly
$3.2 million.)

Housing along county
roads 100 East and 200
North would be construct-
ed in four phases. Proposed
plans include a large lot for
an apartment complex, 38
lots for duplex houses and
187 lots for single-family
lots.

Both water and sanitary
sewer access are located
close to the site, explained
Graves. The existing 12-
inch water main southwest
of  the area could be extend-
ed to reach the housing
areas. (However, the water
company has not yet gotten
back with Watts on the flow
and water pressure at the
end of  the water main. 

See Options page 5

County
looks at
some
ARPA
options

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

A new water filtering
system is planned for Jay
County Country Living.

The residential center
formerly known as Jay
County Retirement Center
will be getting a system to
filter arsenic out of  its
water, an issue that has
been prevalent at the facil-
ity for a few years. Jay
County Commissioners
awarded a contract Mon-
day to engineering consult-
ant RQAW Corporation to
design and install the
device.

Commissioner Chad
Aker explained the arsenic
levels in the water have
fluctuated each month,
shifting from being compli-
ant and not meeting state
requirements. Because of
the constant change in
readings, he added, Indi-
ana Department of  Envi-
ronmental Management

has asked the county to
resolve the issue.

RQAW Corporation of
Fishers will perform the
work estimated at roughly
$21,000, although that num-
ber may change because of
material costs and other
variables. Accounting for
time to design and receive
a permit, the company will
likely have a new system
ready for Jay County
Country Living in about
120 days.

Commissioners also
OK’d Melissa Blankley of
Jay County Country Liv-

ing to remove fence posts
on the west side of  the
residential center’s prop-
erty

Also Monday, commis-
sioners approved a con-
tract with B and H Build-
ings of  West Lebanon to
construct a new salt stor-
age structure estimated at
$206,663 for Jay County
Highway Department.
(The decision is subject to
paying the supplier for
materials and commission-
ers receiving an invoice
from the supplier.)

See New page 5

Facility to get new system

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

DUNKIRK — A chunk of  federal
funding will go toward mitigating
flooding, if  the city can secure a
state grant to cover the rest of  the
cost of  the project.

Dunkirk City Council on Mon-
day allocated $400,000 from the fed-
eral American Rescue Plan Act to
go toward an estimated $1 million
project to construct detention
basins on the southeast side of  the
city.

Representatives from Kenna
Consulting and engineering firm
Beam, Longest and Neff  visited the
council meeting to explain the proj-
ect and hold the first public hear-

ing required as part of  the process
of  applying for a $600,000 grant
from Indiana Office of  Community
and Rural Affairs.

The project calls for detention
basins to be constructed west of
3rd Street near the southern city
limits and east of  Broad Street
near Moore Avenue. The basins
would remain dry most of  the time
and would be used to detain water
during heavy rain events. That
water would then be released at a
controlled rate, thus taking pres-
sure off  of  the city’s storm sewers.

It would also include increasing
the size of  some of  the city’s storm
sewer lines.

Initial proposals for the grant

are due April 29. The city would
then have to hold a second public
hearing June 13 before final grant
applications are due July 1. Grant
awards are scheduled to be
announced Aug. 25.

Letters of  support from resi-
dents detailing flooding problems
and concerns are also part of  the
grant application. Anyone who
would like to submit a letter of  sup-
port can drop it off  at the city
building.

“The more we can get resident
participation, the more competi-
tive our application is going to be,”
explained Donna Anderson of
Kenna Consulting.

Council members Jesse Bivens,

Tom Johnson, Bryan Jessup, Kevin
Hamilton and Christy Curts then
approved Mayor Jack Robbins’
request to allocate the $400,000 in
American Rescue Plan Act funds
for the project. (The city received a
total of  $509,117.07 through the fed-
eral legislation.) City attorney Wes
Schemenaur explained that final
guidance from the Treasury
Department on April 1 listed infra-
structure upgrades as an approved
use for the funding.

Robbins noted that the detention
basins represent the first of  three
projects the city hopes to be able to
implement as part of  its long-term
plan to mitigate flooding.

See Flood page 2

Funding allocated for flood project
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Easter activities
Sawyer Stephen, 6, and Annie Klopfenstein, 6, decorate

eggs Saturday at Dunkirk City Park. Families gathered for Easter
activities, including an egg hunt, petting zoo and egg painting.

Last show
The Jay County High School band

program closed out its local performance
schedule for the year with its spring concert
Sunday, the last under the direction of the
retiring Kelly Smeltzer. Pictured above, senior
Lilly Hedges plays saxophone during the jazz
band portion of the concert, which included the
songs “Inside Out,” “Autumn Mist” and “Island
Dance.” At left, Smeltzer directs the band
during the final song of the concert.

RQAW Corporation hired
to design and install device

at Jay County Country Living

Firms present
proposals for
radios, EMS
and housing



Head-on collision
A Portland man and

Hartford City woman were
hospitalized after the man
drove his vehicle into
oncoming traffic on Indi-
ana 67 about 1:45 p.m. Fri-
day.

Witnesses told Jay Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office 74-year-
old John K. McClung of
Portland was attempting
to pass several cars at once
while driving his 2010 Ford
Escape northeast on the
highway just southwest of
county road 800 South. At
the same time, 30-year-old
Kayla R. Rowles of  Hart-
ford City was driving
southwest on the road.
Rowles told police
McClung got into her lane,
and she attempted to
swerve her 2007 Jeep
Wrangler to avoid a colli-
sion but was unsuccessful.
McClung’s car went into a
yard at 11813 W. 800 South,
rolled several times and
ejected him.

McClung and Rowles
were both taken to IU Ball
Memorial Hospital for
treatment. Both vehicles
were towed, with damage
estimated between $50,000
and $100,000.

Multi-car crash
Three Jay County resi-

dents were taken to hospi-
tals after their vehicles
collided on U.S. 27 about
8:25 a.m. Thursday.

Hannah Shawver, 22,
Bryant, told Jay County
Sheriff ’s Department she
was driving her 2013
Dodge Grand Caravan
north on U.S. 27 near coun-
ty road 300 North when
she looked away from the
road and sneezed. When
she looked up, a 2006 Mer-
cury Mariner driven by 53-
year-old Tonya Roser of
Portland was stopped in
the road. Roser was facing
north on U.S. 27 waiting on
a 2008 Buick Enclave driv-
en by 53-year-old Denise

Degler of  Portland so she
could turn west onto coun-
ty road 300 North.
Shawver struck the rear of
Roser’s vehicle, causing
her to crash into Degler’s
car.

Shawver was taken to IU
Ball Memorial Hospital of
Muncie, and Roser and
Degler were taken to IU
Health Jay for treatment.
All three vehicles were
towed, with damage esti-
mated between $50,000 to
$100,000.

Blacked out
A Dunkirk woman went

unconscious while she
was driving, causing her
to go off  Indiana 167 about
7:15 a.m. Monday.

See page 5
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The Skilled Trades Maintenance Worker will be responsible for
installation, operation, and upkeep of equipment and systems
throughout the Swiss Village community. This position will be 40
hours/week, Monday – Friday, 8:00am-4:30pm with rotating on-call
requirements. Qualified candidates must have electrical, plumbing,
carpentry, or remodeling experience. Seeking candidates with good
work habits, the ability to efficiently use materials and equipment,
and committed to following policies and procedures. This position is
eligible for benefits including health, dental, vision, and life
insurance, Paid Time Off (PTO), and 403(b) retirement plan
participation.
Apply online at www.swissvillage.org or send Resume to:

Taylor Lehman, VP of Human Resources
Swiss Village

1350 W. Main St.
Berne, IN 46711

Or email: careers@swissvillage.org

NOW HIRING: SKILLED TRADES
MAINTENANCE WORKER
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Lola Joy
Oct. 18, 1930-April 9, 2022

Lola Vickers Joy, age 91, of  Port-
land passed away Saturday, April 9,
2022, at Independence Village in
Fishers.

She was born in Chicago on Oct.
18, 1930, the daughter of  William
and Charlotte (Willette) Vickers.
She was married on July 23, 1949, to
Richard D. Joy and he
passed away on July
8, 2017. She retired
from Teledyne Port-
land Forge where she
worked in the person-
nel department.

Lola was the first
woman elected to the
Portland City Council
and was active in
community events for many years.
She was a member of  Tri Kappa,
Women’s Giving Circle and Mt. Zion
Church.

Surviving are two sons, Rick Joy
of  Richmond and Bob Joy (wife:
Kathy) of  Fishers; one daughter,
Nancy Joy of  Seattle; one grand-
daughter, Meagan Neagli; and one
great-grandson, Brody Joy.

She was preceded in death by a
grandson Brett Joy and a daughter-
in-law, Christie (Lyons) Joy.

A celebration of  life service will
be Wednesday, April 13, 2022, at 11
a.m. in the Baird-Freeman Funeral
Home. The family will receive
guests from 10 to 11 a.m.

Memorials can be made to the
United Way of  Jay County.

Condolences may be expressed at
bairdfreeman.com.

James Burk
July 30, 1946-April 9, 2022

James A. Burk, age 75, of  Port-
land passed away Saturday, April 9,
2022, at his residence.

Born in Portland on July 30, 1946,
he was the son of  Ralph and Martha
(Pauling) Burk. He was married on
March 10, 1968, to Sue Balle who sur-
vives.

Jim was retired
from Teledyne Port-
land Forge, served in
the U.S. Marine
Corps in Vietnam
and was a 1965 Port-
land High School
graduate. He was a
member of  American
Legion Post #211 and
Zion Lutheran Church.

Jim loved riding his bicycle, sit-
ting on his front porch, spending
time with family and friends and
going to Florida.

Surviving are his wife Sue; one
son, Jeff  Burk (wife: Terri) of  Port-
land; one brother, Richard Burk of
Fort Wayne; one sister, Patricia
Burk of  Portland; and three grand-
children, Erik Ridgway (wife: Desti-
nee), Marcie Burk (wife: Arika) and
Adam Burk (fiance: Kiersten Bad-
ders).

He was preceded in death by a
son, James Michael Burk.

Funeral services will be Thurs-
day, April 14, 2022, at 10 a.m. in the
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home with
Pastor Darrell Borders presiding.
Burial will military graveside rites
by American Legion Post #211 will
follow in the Green Park Cemetery.
Visitation will be Wednesday from 3
to 7 p.m.

Memorials can be made to Amer-
ican Legion Riders. 

Condolences may be expressed at
bairdfreeman.com.

Larry Lanning
April 22, 1940-April 10, 2022

Larry Lanning, age 81, a resident
of  North Manchester, passed away
on Sunday, April 10, 2022, at
Peabody Nursing Home in North
Manchester. He was a former resi-
dent of  Portland and Goshen. 

Larry was born on April 22, 1940,
in Portland, Indiana, the son of
Leon and Audrey (Miller) Lanning.
He graduated from Portland High
School in 1958 and served in the U.S.
Air Force. Larry worked for West-

inghouse in Muncie,
Miller Jones Shoe
Store in Goshen and
Crown International
in Elkhart. He was a
member of  Calvary
Assembly of  God in
Elkhart. 

Larry married
Joyce Hittle on
March 1, 1962, and she passed away
on April 26, 2021. 

Survivors include:
Two children — Greg Lanning

(wife: Mary), Granger, Indiana, and
Lisa Hardman (husband: Dan),
Frostproof, Florida 

Six grandchildren — Tommy
Beckwith, Kristi (Jesse) Miller,
Audrey Lanning, Logan Beckwith,
Brody (Brigette) Beckwith and
Chloe Lanning

Ten great-grandchildren
Visitation will be held on Wednes-

day from 1 to 2 p.m. at Williamson-
Spencer and Penrod Funeral Home
in Portland. Services to celebrate
Larry’s life will follow at 2 p.m. on
Wednesday at the funeral home.
Burial will follow at Center Ceme-
tery, west of  Portland. American
Legion Post #211 of  Portland will
conduct military graveside rites. 

Condolences may be expressed at
williamsonspencer.com. 

Betty Abbott, Portland, Dec. 17,
1948-April 9, 2022, died Saturday at
Persimmon Ridge Rehabilitation Cen-
ter. She was the daughter of Ed and
Anna Abbott. Williamson-Spencer and
Penrod Funeral Home is looking for any
of her family members. Those with
information should call (260) 726-
7111.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of  residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

SERVICES
Wednesday

Joy, Lola: 11 a.m., Baird-Free-
man Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Lanning, Larry: 2 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Thursday
Burk, James: 10 a.m., Baird-

Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

Continued from page 1
“I think this is going to make

a big difference on that side of
town,” said Robbins.

Council also approved a
request from Donna Revolt of
Dunkirk Beautification Com-
mittee to place a digital sign for
community event information
and public service announce-
ments in the green space in the
downtown area. (She offered
four possible locations for the

sign, with council members set-
tling on the green space as the
best site.) She said the beautifi-
cation committee is planning to
seek a grant for the sign, instal-
lation, a computer and soft-
ware. In addition to approval
for the location, council also
agreed to have the city pay for
the electricity to run the sign —
estimated at $12 per month —
and to have a clerk-treasurer’s
office employee input the infor-

mation to be displayed on the
sign.

Revolt also reported that the
committee will host a scaled-
back concert series this year,
with four shows scheduled at
Webster-Depot Park. The sched-
ule features Jay Fox Band on
May 21, Boot Hill Band on June
18, a yet-to-be-determined band
July 16 and Spittin’ Image on
Aug. 20.

City council approved the

concert schedule and agreed to
help with refreshments at the
June 18 event.

In other business, council:
•Received the following updates

from Robbins:
—The start of  construc-

tion to fix railroad crossings at
Broad and Washington streets in
the city has been pushed back to
June. It was originally scheduled
for May.

—Indiana Michigan

Power began installing new LED
street lights last week.

•Heard Ryan Wilson express
interest in property that is for
sale at 4899 S. Broad St. He said
he’d like to possibly put a duplex
on the property. Zoning adminis-
trator Al Curts and Schemenaur
said they don’t believe rezoning
will be necessary for that pur-
pose, but said they would check
the ordinance and provide Wilson
with the pertinent information.

Obituaries

Joy

Burk Lanning

Flood ...

Capsule Reports

Today
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Economic Development
Income Tax Advisory
Committee, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

Wednesday
6 p.m. — Jay County

Council, commissioners’
room, courthouse, 120 N.

Court St., Portland.

Thursday
8 a.m. — Upper

Wabash River Basin
Commission, Wells
County Government
Annex, 223 W. Washing-
ton St., Bluffton.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Plan Commission, audi-
torium, courthouse, 120
N. Court St., Portland.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................7.71
May corn..................7.74
Wheat ......................9.07

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................7.75
May corn..................7.85
June corn ................7.90

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................7.61
May corn..................7.61
Beans ......................16.52
May beans ..............16.52

Wheat .................... 10.09
May wheat ............ 10.09

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................7.59
Late April corn........7.61
Beans ......................16.53
Late April beans ....16.53
Wheat......................10.23

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................7.61
May corn..................7.61
Beans ......................16.35
May beans ..............16.35
Wheat ......................9.95

Lotteries

On April 12, 1861, the
Civil War began as Con-
federate forces opened
fire on Fort Sumter in
South Carolina.

In 1945, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt
died of  a cerebral hem-
orrhage in Warm
Springs, Georgia, at age
63; he was succeeded by
Vice President Harry S.
Truman.

In 1955, the Salk vac-
cine against polio was
declared safe and effec-
tive.

In 1961, Soviet cosmo-
naut Yuri Gagarin
became the first man to
fly in space, orbiting the
earth once before mak-
ing a safe landing.

In 1963, civil rights
leader Martin Luther
King Jr. was arrested
and jailed in Birming-
ham, Alabama, charged
with contempt of  court
and parading without a
permit. (During his time

behind bars, King wrote
his “Letter from Birm-
ingham Jail.”)

In 1972, Portland
Park Board voted to
install spouting and
investigate further
measures that could be
implemented to repair
the city’s deteriorating
youth center.

In 1981, former world
heavyweight boxing
champion Joe Louis, 66,
died in Las Vegas,
Nevada.

In 1985, Sen. Jake
Garn, R-Utah, became
the first sitting member
of  Congress to fly in
space as the shuttle Dis-
covery lifted off.

In 1988, the U.S.
Patent and Trademark
Office issued a patent to
Harvard University for a
genetically engineered
mouse, the first time a
patent was granted for
an animal life form.

—AP and The CR

CR almanac

70/43 57/41 61/41 53/33 53/38
Wednes-

day’s forecast
shows thun-
derstorms are
likely, with
wind gusts
reaching up to
30 mph.

Another
chance of
showers is in
the forecast
for Sunday
under mostly
sunny skies.

Mostly
sunny skies
are on the
horizon for
Saturday with
a high in the
mid 50s.

Rain may
continue
Thursday with
a 30% chance
of showers.
Otherwise,
sunny and
windy.

There’s a
20% chance
of showers
after 2 p.m.
Skies should
be mostly
sunny with a
high near 61.

Wednesday
4/13

Thursday
4/14

Friday
4/15

Saturday
4/16

Sunday
4/17

Powerball
Monday
5-7-24-31-34
Powerball: 4
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot: $302

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $106

million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 2-8-0
Daily Four: 3-4-4-5
Evening
Daily Three: 3-9-4
Daily Four: 2-4-9-3
Quick Draw: 3-4-14-16-

24-26-29-31-33-34-46-47-53-

60-64-66-68-72-75-80
Cash 5: 9-15-20-24-41
Estimated jackpot:

$437,500

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 1-6-9
Pick 4: 4-5-6-8
Pick 5: 9-1-0-2-2
Evening
Pick 3: 6-6-3
Pick 4: 5-8-8-3
Pick 5: 1-1-2-0-9   
Rolling Cash 5: 2-17-25-

32-37
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000
Classic Lotto: 2-5-10-13-

17-33
Kicker: 9-5-0-8-6-8
Jackpot: $25.5 million



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Reunions
Bryant High School will

hold its alumni banquet on
May 14. Honor classes this
year are the classes of  1942,
1947, 1952, 1957, 1962, 1967,
1970, 1971 and 1972.

Today
JAY COUNTY PASTORS

AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 11:30 a.m. on the second
Tuesday of  each month in
the chapel at Indiana Uni-
versity Health Jay Hospi-
tal.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

THE LANDING — A 12-
step program for those in
sixth through 12th grade
will meet at 5:55 p.m. each
Tuesday at 2nd Chance at
Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 703-0777 or (260) 726-
5273.

JAY COUNTY CIVIC
THEATRE — Holds its
regular meeting at 6 p.m.
on the second Tuesday of
each month in the Com-
munity Room at Jay
County Public Library,
315 N. Ship St., Portland.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765)
283-2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. each Tuesday at
Church of  God of  Prophe-
cy, 797 N. Creagor Ave. in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-
9334.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

BRYANT/NEW CORY-
DON SENIOR CITIZENS
— Will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Bryant
Community Center for a
carry-in dinner. Meat is
provided.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday at Harmo-
ny Cafe, 121 N. Meridian
St.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP — For caregivers
of  persons with
Alzheimer’s disease or
related dementias, the
group will meet at 6 p.m.
the second Wednesday of
each month at Blackford
Community Hospital con-
ference room, 410 Pilgrim
Boulevard in Hartford City.
For more information, call
Joni Slentz or Lisa Garrett
at (765) 348-1072 or (800) 272-
3900.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in
the Zion Lutheran Church,
218 E. High St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-

based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at (765)
369-2085.

STRESS AND ANXIETY
CLASS — Meets each
Wednesday at 2nd Chance
at Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland. For

more information, call
(260) 726-9625 or (260) 703-
0534.

Thursday
PIKE FRIENDS AND

NEIGHBORS — Will meet
at 5:30 p.m. April 14 at
Richards Restaurant in
Portland.

PTSD SUPPORT GROUP
— Meets at 6 p.m. every
Thursday at the Portland
American Legion Post, 211
W. Walnut St., Portland.

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
HEALTH JAY HOSPITAL
OSTOMY SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month in Indiana
University Health Jay Hos-
pital Conference Room B.
The group is for ostomy
and intestinal diversion
patients and their friends
and family to offer mutual
support and learn about
the latest products and
information. 
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By DIANA DOLECKI
Special to The Commercial Review

I sure hope the weather-
man is right about the
upcoming temperatures
this week. 

It is supposed to be
warm enough to start
dragging the indoor forest
back outside. I have to be
careful as Mother Nature
may not be done with win-
ter yet. It is too early to
leave most house plants
outdoors overnight. A
couple of  them have
already had day trips to
the porch. A mini-vaca-
tion for them results in
leaves that are darker
green and healthier than
those destined to stay

inside until after Moth-
er’s Day.

I do need to plant the
hyacinths and paperwhite
narcissus I got for Christ-
mas. They are finished
blooming and need a per-
manent home. They were
forced into early bloom.
For some reason the
paperwhites didn’t do
well this year. I am hoping
that they will be better

once they are out of  the
house.

Just like most of  us
can’t wait for any reason
to open the doors and win-
dows in order to air out
the house, the plants are
looking forward to feeling
soft breezes on their
leaves. They also appreci-
ate a good drink of  rain
water. I try to allow tap
water to sit long enough
for most, if  not all, of  the
chlorine to evaporate but
it isn’t the same as water
straight from the clouds.

Sunshine and warmer
weather almost demand
that we abandon indoor
projects. I really should
use the colder months for

planning a new layout for
the garden and flower
beds, but that would be
too easy. 

As usual we have lots of
indoor projects underway.
The most pressing of
those are upstairs. The
upstairs lighting leaves a
lot to be desired. Cold and
gloomy winter weather
makes it challenging to
see what we are doing.
Using assorted battery
powered lights helps
somewhat  but they seem
to be determined to blind
us no matter where I put
them. 

Every year it seems like
there are more and more
projects that should be

taken care of. Many of
them are simple day-to-
day home maintenance
chores. We have good
intentions but inertia
inevitably kicks in and
pins us to our seats. Then
a wind comes by and adds
to our honey-do list. That
list is even longer than a
CVS receipt and gets
longer every year.

In reality, the honey-do
list is one we create for
ourselves. There is no law
that says we must have
house plants that need to
be taken outside every
spring and brought back
inside in autumn. It is not
mandatory that we do any
of  the chores on our lists. 

The warmth and sun-
shine that is predicted for
the next few days will give
us an excuse to go outside
and mess around. It won’t
be long before the lawn
mower will harmonize
with all the loud cars that
pass by.

I really do hope that the
weather is as nice as the
current predictions sug-
gest it will be. In addition
to a long honey-do list,
there are chocolate bun-
nies to eat, ears first, of
course. Bunnies and other
Easter shaped candies are
perfect for providing the
energy to cut our to-do
lists into a manageable
size.

Springtime brings a long to-do list

DEAR ABBY: The pandemic
has put a strain on relationships.
Last year, I lost my best friend of
40 years over the COVID vac-
cines. I believe the vaccine helps
to keep me safe, as well as helps
my family and friends. This
friend decided he and his family
would not take the jab. He quit
his job rather than get vaccinat-
ed. This caused a rift so wide
that, in his eyes, he and his fami-
ly could not continue being
friends with our family. I’m sad
about it.

The big problem my wife and I
are contending with concerns
our 8-year-old daughter. She has
been best friends with my (for-
mer) best friend’s daughter since
birth. There have been eight
years of  sleepovers, birthdays,
park visits, get-togethers and
everything in between. We
haven’t seen them in six months.

We can’t keep telling our daugh-
ter the pandemic is the reason
she can’t see her best friend. This
situation is so simple and so com-
plicated. What do I tell my daugh-
ter about her best friend? — VIC-
TIM OF THE TIMES

DEAR VICTIM: Tell your
daughter the truth — that her
friend’s parents will no longer
allow it. Then explain why.
That way she won’t think that
this is in any way her fault.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I was recently

contacted by my graduating
class to help organize a reunion.
Since then, one of  the organiz-
ers has decided that our commit-
tee is an inseparable trio who
must get together regularly by
Zoom and occasionally in per-
son. 

We were not in touch before
the reunion and we have little in
common, but I can tell she’s
lonely, so I’ve indulged her so far.
However, she now wants to con-
vene periodically for long week-
ends at a nearby inn. I do not
want to leave my spouse for long
weekends or spend money and
time on a person whom I don’t
care to befriend. 

When I’ve tried to demur with
“unavailability” excuses, she
insists we are a trio and we sim-
ply will wait a few weeks until I
can find an open date. I don’t
want to be rude, but I can’t fig-

ure out how to politely tell her
that I have no interest in accept-
ing her suggestions for an
extended slumber party. How
should I handle this? — RELUC-
TANT ALUMNA IN THE WEST

DEAR ALUMNA: Handle it
by being frank with this
needy individual. Tell her,
“This isn’t going to happen. I
do not wish to leave my hus-
band for a weekend. I don’t
mind helping with the
reunion, but your demands
on my time have increased to
the point where they are too
much for me.”

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: The season of

pleasant weather and outdoor
concerts is approaching. Invari-
ably, we end up sitting by the
chatterboxes. These folks seem
oblivious to anyone else, includ-
ing the performers and the rest

of  us who want to enjoy the per-
formance. I realize these are free
concerts, but I don’t want to
have to listen to these rude peo-
ple. Any suggestions for silenc-
ing them so we can hear what
the rest of  us came for? — DIS-
GUSTED IN SOUTH CAROLINA

DEAR DISGUSTED: Keep
your tone civil. You might
ask, “Would you please talk
more quietly? We are trying
to enjoy the performance.”
However, if  they aren’t recep-
tive to your suggestion, con-
sider moving as far away
from them as possible.

••••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Dear
Abby

As I
See It

Community Calendar

Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
Apply at  
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or call Nacie • M-F 10 am - 4:30 pm
260-726-8141 or

after 5 pm 260-251-9588

Need a 
part-time job?

We need responsible people 
to deliver the paper!

City routes now available!!

Difference of opinion has ended friendship
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To the editor:
The Jay County Visitor &

Tourism Bureau’s board of
directors and staff  would like
to extend their gratitude of
appreciation to all those who
participated in this year’s 19th
Annual Jay County Fiber Arts
Festival. 

Despite the everlasting effects
of  COVID-19, Jay County was
able to host yet another success-
ful event, with several individu-
als traveling from different
states to be able to attend. 

We had many volunteers in
charge of  various tasks behind

the scenes that are too numer-
ous to mention. Their hard
work was instrumental in the
success of  the festival. 

Susan Kesler Simpson, the
featured fiber arts festival lec-
turer and teacher did an out-
standing job at her lecture Fri-

day night. Will Herr’s sheep
shearing demonstrations were
entertaining for all. Thank you
for providing a memorable
experience for our visitors. 

A huge thank you to the Pen-
nville Pumpkin Festival Food
Committee for providing deli-
cious food and beverages. Also,
we are grateful for the work and
activities provided by the knit-
ters, woodworkers and quilters.
We always look forward to the
talents provided by the spinner
John Lindsey and “Mother
Goose” Sheron McClung. 

We appreciate the following

for their outstanding services
in this year's festival, the
Whitewater Spinning group,
Bettie Jacobs with recyclables,
the Swiss Heritage volunteers,
the Limberlost display and Arts
Place for the catnip activity. 

Many thanks to Kyle Cook
and his staff  at the Jay Commu-
nity Center for allowing us to
host this event at their excep-
tional facility, as well as the Jay
County Chamber of  Commerce
for printing this year's pro-
grams. 

The level of  success of  this
event would not be possible

without the gracious support
of  featured festival sponsors:
Richards Restaurant and Carla
Loy. Thank you for your out-
standing support.

If  you are interested in vol-
unteering or learning more
about the festival, please con-
tact the Jay County Visitor &
Tourism Bureau at (260) 726-
3366 or visit
viistjaycounty.com/fiberfest

Sincerely, 
Gyneth Augsburger
Executive director
Jay County Visitor &

Tourism Bureau

Thank you for supporting festival

By LEON KRAUZE
Special To The Washington Post

If  you travel to Mexico
City right now, you’d see
campaign signs for Presi-
dent Andrés Manuel
López Obrador plastered
all over the city. 

The capital has the feel
of  a country in the mid-
dle of  a decisive electoral
battle. 

But there’s a twist: No
one is really campaign-
ing against Mexico’s
president.

You would think the
president’s opposition
launched the recall, tired
of  his agenda. The ruling
party’s machinery has
been working around the
clock. Walls are painted
with slogans. Bridges
and billboards urge vot-
ers to show up and keep
the president in office.

The reality is that
López Obrador chose this
political fight himself.

The opposition has no
interest in trying to
unseat a popular presi-
dent in the middle of  his
term. So the president
and his party went to
great lengths to collect
the signatures needed to
trigger the recall, Mexi-
co’s first. It would be
ludicrous if  it weren’t
sinister.

Sunday’s election could
be mistaken for narcissis-
tic pantomime. 

After all, López
Obrador has taken the
recall, a valid if  compli-
cated democratic tool,
and turned it into a cost-
ly paean. But there’s an
ominous end goal to this
exercise in vanity: Its
real aim is to weaken the
legitimacy of  Mexico’s
electoral institutions.

López Obrador, his loy-
alists and his party have
ignored election law,
which prohibits open
proselytism in the weeks
leading to the voting.
High-profile public offi-
cials have called for high
turnout and campaigned
against the recall. Party
members and, more con-
cerning, military figures
have turned up to assist
the president’s cause.
Last weekend, Interior
Minister Adán Augusto
López joined the fray.
“We are going to support
the movement on April
10,” he said. “Mexicans
will show the world that
we are capable of  back-
ing up the best president
in the modern history of
Mexico.”

From the beginning of
the process, López
Obrador has antagonized
the INE, Mexico’s
autonomous electoral
authority. He has accused
the INE of  failing to pro-
mote the recall, even
though his own party
denied appropriate funds

for the process. Some of
the president’s closest
advisers, such as Mexico
City Mayor Claudia
Sheinbaum, have com-
plained of  the campaign
blackout, a rule set by
their own party. The INE
has repeatedly denied
any wrongdoing and
denounced López
Obrador’s supporters’
contraventions. “There’s
a systematic, intentional
and repeated disobeying
of  the rules of  the game
by those who established
them,” said INE’s head,
Lorenzo Córdova.

After such a farcically
one-sided campaign,
there’s little suspense as
to the recall’s results:
López Obrador will come
out ahead. The fate of
Mexico’s electoral
authority, crucial to the
country’s emergence
from 70 years of  fraudu-
lent and autocratic rule,
is far less certain.

Amid the recall’s
uproar, López Obrador
announced his intention
to upend the INE’s struc-
ture through electoral
reform. 

It would get rid of  Cór-
dova and his INE col-
leagues and replace them
with new electoral
authorities. Each of  the
branches of  Mexico’s
government would field a
number of  candidates
and an election would
take place. With López
Obrador in full control of
the executive and legisla-
tive branches, the pre-
dictable result would end
the INE’s autonomy and
irredeemably fracture
Mexico’s democratic sta-
bility.

Last weekend, the inte-
rior minister didn’t
mince words. “All those
so-called electoral
authorities are going to
go,” López said. “We are
going to see them leave
with their tail between
their legs.”

If  turnout on Sunday
doesn’t fulfill the presi-
dent’s expectations,
López Obrador will
immediately (and unfair-
ly) blame the INE, poi-
soning it further. If  he
succeeds in fully disman-
tling it, Mexico’s democ-
racy will wither.

••••••••••
Krauze is an award-

winning Mexican journal-
ist, author and news
anchor. He is currently the
lead anchor at KMEX,
Univision’s station in Los
Angeles.

Recall vote is
absurd, dangerous

By BUD HERRON
When I first heard Indiana was

being run by a super majority, I
was overjoyed.

I could recall few times in our
state’s history when a majority of
Hoosier voters had been super
enough to elect a majority of
superwise governmental leaders.
But there we were.

Many years we elected legisla-
tures that were not super at all.

In 1852 we elected a not-so-super
majority (then Whigs and Democ-
rats). They rewrote the state con-
stitution to prohibit “negroes” and
“mulattoes” from settling here.

Then in 1860, in the midst of  all
our racism, we miraculously chose
a strong Republican abolitionist
for governor. Well … sort of.

Oliver P. Morton — who would
become one of  President Abraham
Lincoln’s cadre of  anti-slavery
governors — had been thrown out
of  the Democratic party in 1854
because he was against human
beings owning other human
beings.

Democrats dominated the Indi-
ana General Assembly at the time,
and the voters who had put them
there were by no means crusaders
against human bondage, as long as
they were not the ones being
enslaved.

Although Hoosier law didn’t
allow people legally to own other
people, the majority Democratic
Party thought that “peculiar insti-
tution” was no problem if  some
other states wanted to try it out.
(You know, the “states’ rights
trumps morality” thing.)

In reaction, the progressive
(dare I say “liberal”) anti-slavery
wings of  the Democratic and Whig
parties got together in 1856 and
launched a national “People’s
Party,” which in a few months
changed its name to the “Republi-
can Party.”

Morton, a circuit court judge
from Centerville, was one of  the

organizers of  the new party and
ran for governor as an anti-slavery
Republican in 1856. He lost.

Then, after his friend Abraham
Lincoln announced candidacy for
president of  the United States in
1860, Morton decided to try again.

However, Republican Party lead-
ership doubted Morton had a
chance for a victory. (In his first
run for the post, he had burned a
lot of  bridges by his radical
speeches claiming slaves were
human beings.)

Up stepped fellow Republican
politician Henry Lane with a com-
promise. Lane was against the
spread of  slavery, but stayed most-
ly “in the closet” about the issue
when campaigning. He convinced
party leaders to run him for gover-
nor and Morton for lieutenant gov-
ernor. (After all, what do voters
know about what a lieutenant gov-
ernor says or does anyway?)

The icing on the cake for Morton
was that Lane really didn’t want to
be governor. He wanted to be a U.S.
Senator. If  Lane could be elected,
he agreed he would immediately
resign, elevating Morton to the
governorship.

Since U.S. senators from Indiana
in those days were appointed by
the General Assembly, rather than
by running in a general election,
the popular Mr. Lane would be in
Washington, D.C. and Morton
would be in the governor’s man-
sion by the time voters figured out
what was happening.

Lane won. While the men
Hoosiers elected to the General
Assembly that year did not prove
to be all that super, the man the

new Republican Party had
sneaked into office did.

As the nation moved toward the
Civil War, the majority in the Gen-
eral Assembly refused to support
President Lincoln’s call for the
country to unite as a single nation
and prepare for inevitable conflict,
so Morton went rogue.

Without legislative permission,
he created a state militia, estab-
lished a state arsenal and solicited
private and federal funds to pay for
what the legislature refused to
finance.

In April 1861, 12 days after the
Civil War began and after
12,000 Hoosiers had already volun-
teered to fight for the Union, Mor-
ton called a special session of  the
General Assembly to seek legisla-
tive support.

Finally, the legislators agreed to
supply the funds to purchase arms
and supplies for the Indiana
troops.

Everything turned out super, as
far as Indiana doing the right thing
in spite of  the General Assembly.

Today, Indiana remembers Mor-
ton as a super governor. A huge
statue depicting him stands at the
east entrance to the Statehouse.

No such statue stands in remem-
brance of  the 1860 General Assem-
bly.

Watching this year’s version of
the state legislature spend its time
and the taxpayers’ money on
efforts to ban books, dictate what
teachers can teach, politicize the
department of  health, fund private
schools to the detriment of  public
education, eliminate gun permits
and legislate gender identity, I
doubt they will earn a statue
either.

Supermajorities are not always
all that super, I guess.

••••••••••
Herron is a retired editor and

newspaper publisher who lives in
Columbus. He served as publisher
of  The Republic from 1998 to 2007.

Supermajorities are not super

Letters to
the Editor

Bud
Herron

Leon
Krauze



Child solicitation
A Portland man was arrested

Friday for child solicitation.
Wayne L. Lanning, 45, 835 E.

Main St., was preliminarily
charged with a Level 4 felony.

He’s being held on a $30,000
bond in Jay County Jail.

Sexual misconduct
A Lafayette man was arrested

Monday for charges related to
sexual misconduct with a minor.

Cory A. Gundrum Sr., 44, 3131
Dover Lane, was charged Friday
in Jay Circuit Court with a Level
4 felony for sexual misconduct
with a minor, two Level 5 felonies
for child solicitation and a Level 6
felony for obstruction of  justice.

He’s being held at Jay County
Jail on two separate bonds total-
ing $30,000. 

Drug possession
An Ohio man was arrested

Monday for drug-related charges.
Justin F. Dibble, 29, 122 E.

Kibby St., Lima, was preliminari-
ly charged with a Level 6 felony
for unlawful possession of  a
syringe, a Level 6 felony for pos-
session of  methamphetamine
and a Class A misdemeanor for
possession of  schedule III drugs.
He also failed to appear in court
for a possession of  parapherna-
lia, a Class C misdemeanor.

Dibble is being held in Jay
County Jail without bond.
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Continued from page 1
Highway superintendent Don-

nie Corn explained at a meeting
March 14 the current storage
building is collapsing. Construc-
tion plans call for a 65-foot wide
by 84-foot long structure.

Corn noted the building has
already been ordered. The com-
pany requested commissioners
pay about $124,000 up front to
cover material costs. Commis-
sioner Brian McGalliard noted
the county generally does not pay
for a project before the work is
done and said this would set a
precedent for future projects. He
added it is stated in the contract
with the company that commis-
sioners receive an invoice from
the supplier.

County attorney Bill Hinkle
acknowledged current issues
with shipping and materials
around the country, although he
said he would like to see an item-
ized list of  materials ordered and
their prices.

Commissioners decided to
request an invoice and pay for
materials directly to the supplier.

Also, commissioners learned a
new urgent care facility, Portland
Fast Pace, is planned for the loca-
tion just south of  O’Reilly Auto
Parts, 1002 N. Meridian St., Port-
land. The Hutton Company of
Chattanooga, Tennessee, has
started development on the land,
explained surveyor Brad
Daniels. (Commissioners OK’d a
recommendation from Daniels to
not require a retention pond at
the property.)

Commissioners also agreed to
send a request from Pastor
Randy Davis for $15,000 in eco-
nomic development income tax
(EDIT) funds to Jay County EDIT
Advisory Committee. Davis,
founder and executive director
of  A Better Life – Brianna’s
Hope, explained the dollars
would be used to promote and
produce the organization’s pod-
cast,  “Faith In Your Recovery.”
The program has reached more
than 25,000 listeners, according
to Davis, and he would like to
hire someone to market it. (The
organization has already
received $12,000 from The Port-
land Foundation, he noted.
Travis Richards of  Jay County
Development Corporation added
that A Better Life – Brianna’s
Hope received $10,000 in EDIT
funds in 2018.)

In other business, commission-
ers Rex Journay, Brian McGal-
liard and Chad Aker:

•Approved an agreement with
HIS Constructors of  Indianapolis
to repair about a half  mile on
county road 100 North between

county roads 100 West and 200
West. Their decision is subject to
approval from Portland Board of
Aviation.

•Noted construction for two
prospective solar farms, Skycrest
Solar and Rose Gold Solar, will
not begin until at least 2023.
(Invenergy is planning Skycrest
Solar on a $150 million, 155-
megawatt facility located on
about 2,500 acres in Penn and
Jackson Townships Leeward
Renewable Energy’s plans for
Rose Gold Solar call for a $150
million, 150-megawatt facility on
roughly 1,450 acres just north of
Dunkirk.)

•Heard from county auditor
Emily Franks the county’s insur-
ance policy will require county
employees to use multi-factor
authentication when signing into
their computers by Jan. 1, 2023.
The requirement would be appli-
cable to about 150 employees. It
comes at a total cost of  about
$5,400. Commissioners noted
there would have to be another
log-in option for any employees
who do not have smart phones.

•Announced applications are
open again for director of  Jay
County Emergency Management
Agency. Those are due by noon
April 18.

•Awarded two bids, with prior-
ity to K-Tech of  Fishers, for
asphalt emulsion.

•Spoke with Trent Paxson of
Jay County Fair Board. (In
March, commissioners
expressed concerns about fund-
ing for the Cruis’n the HoliJay
Lights at the Fairground being
combined with the Fair Board’s
general banking account. The
county allotted $50,000 to the
event last year.) Paxson
explained the event’s dollars are
kept in an account a separate
bank.

•Heard from Phil Bailey of
rural Portland, who inquired
about a broken tile on his proper-
ty on county road 200 South. Hin-
kle and commissioners encour-
aged Bailey to have an independ-
ent consultant look at the tile,
and they noted the issue is a pri-
vate matter.

•Approved Jay County Visitor
and Tourism Bureau’s annual
innkeeper’s tax funding of
$84,473.72.

•Paid claims, including a
$12,810 claim to replace the air
conditioning unit at Jay County
Purdue Extension Office and a
$673.91 charge for fixing a shower
at Jay County Country Living.

•Accepted a $200 donation for
Jay County Sheriff ’s Office in
recognition of  dispatcher appre-
ciation week.

Continued from page 1
(Testing would determine

whether a water tower or
booster station is needed.)

An increased flow may
also impact the current
sanitary sewer system.
Another study would be
needed to determine if  the
system has the capacity for
the project or if  upgrades to
the downstream lift station
would be necessary, added
Graves.

Watts’ solution to detain-
ing and releasing stormwa-
ter is to create a 10- to 12-
acre pond on the southern
portion of  the site, which
would be capable of  sup-
porting fish and recreation-
al activities. This could be
made into a park, utilizing
the existing woods on the
south end of  the property.
(She noted the southeast-
ern area could possibly be
categorized as wetlands,
which would be deter-
mined with an environ-
mental study.)

Phase 1, which would
involve extensions or addi-
tions to utilities, streets and
landscaping as well as con-
struction of  about 68 lots, is
estimated at $9.9 million.
(That does not include the

apartment complex lot,
which Watts suggested
could be paid for by a devel-
oper.)

“We kinda see this as,
let’s kickstart some resi-
dential development out
there, northeast of  town,
and see if  we can’t plant the
seed for developers to come
in and do it on their own,”
said Watts.

She noted this is a pre-
liminary plan and not set in
stone. It’s up to county offi-
cials, she said, to decide
how much involvement
they would like in the
process.

“Well, you have to start
somewhere,” commented
council member Faron
Parr.

Representatives from
Motorola Solutions also
shared a proposal for
upgrading radios used by
police, firefighters and
other emergency respon-
ders, which includes plans
to install a new radio tower
in Portland. The total cost
is estimated at just under $2
million.

Area sales manager Jay
Burla explained Redkey is
the only location in Jay
County with a radio tower.

Currently, the eastern and
part of  the northeastern
portion of  the county have
little to no radio signal.
With new radios and a new
signal emitting from Port-
land water tower, the cover-
age map would stretch
across nearly all of  the
county.

“The whole goal is to
have communication wher-
ever you go,” Burla said.

The county currently
operates on a very high fre-
quency (VHF) analog sys-
tem. Shifting to a digital
operation on 700/800 MHz
would have an improved
audio quality the farther
away a radio is from the
tower compared to the cur-
rent system, said presales
engineer Brett Beard.

The service also has
Smart Connect, a feature
that lets radios roam to
local wifi networks or
phone data when radio sig-
nals aren’t available. Burla
noted Jay School Corpora-
tion could offer a wireless
network for officers to use
when inside schools. (One
of  the representatives said
it would be more cost effec-
tive in the long run to
upgrade now than it would

be to install indoor anten-
nas, which he estimated to
cost around $300,000.) 

Motorola’s proposal at
$1.97 million includes a
three-year warranty for 128
portable radios and 48
mobile radios for Jay Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office, Jay
Emergency Medical Serv-
ice and area fire depart-
ments, as well as five “con-
solettes” (wireless control
stations) and an antenna at
the sheriff ’s office. It also
lists a three-year warranty
for 40 portable radios and
15 mobile radios for Port-
land Police Department
and Portland Fire Depart-
ment. The plan would give
the county and Portland a
five-year subscription to
the Smart Connect feature
and install a new tower in
Portland.

Council president
Jeanne Houchins asked
about how long the process
will take.

The installation and
upgrades would take about
12 to 16 months to complete
because of  supply issues,
noted account manager
Janyll Stierwalt.

Commissioners presi-
dent Chad Aker noted that

the project would help
emergency personnel
across the county. Council
member Ray Newton
expressed concern for
smaller departments being
able to afford the upgrades.
Aker said all involved
departments should be part
of  the discussion to figure
out what they can or can’t
contribute toward the cost.

Council and commis-
sioners also heard from
consulting firm Etica
Group regarding designing
and developing a new
building for Jay Emer-
gency Medical Service, Jay
County Health Department
and Jay County Coroner’s
Office.

Plans call for a 11,000
square-foot building, which
would include four ambu-
lance bays, four bed rooms,
separate locker rooms and
a shared training room.
The health department’s
offices would have a drive-
thru service area as well.

The building estimated
between $2.5 million and
$2.8 million would be con-
structed at the corner of
Creagor Avenue and Votaw
Street, on IU Health Jay
property. (The county

would rent the land similar
to how it rents property for
its current JEMS base.)

The county will be apply-
ing for an IU Health Jay
grant, which could cover up
to half  of  the projected
cost, noted Aker. Applica-
tions will begin in the next
few months, with grants
awarded before the end of
the year.

Toby Winiger of  Etica
requested county officials
contribute more than
$229,000 in order to move
forward with the planning
process. (A portion of  that
amount would cover Etica’s
schematic design.) 

Council and commission-
ers agreed to hold off  until
Christy Shauver of  Jay
County Community Devel-
opment and Travis
Richards of  Jay County
Development Corporation
could look to see what infor-
mation may be needed for
the grant.

Houchins advocated for
having separate meetings
for each proposed project.

“There’s just so many
questions, and I think deci-
sions need to be made on
what works best for every-
one involved,” she said.

New ...

Options ...

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Clinic focus
Abbie Rowles keeps an eye on her flag while working on her skills during the

Jay County High School color guard clinic Saturday at East Jay Elementary School.
Eighty kindergarten through eighth graders attended the clinic.

Continued from page 1
Jasmine E. Coffin, 19, was driving on Indi-

ana 167 near Division Road when she fell
unconscious, according to a Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office report. Her 2012 Mazda went
off  the road and rolled about 290 feet. 

She was transported to IU Health Jay for
minor cuts and pain on her left side. Her
vehicle was towed, with damage estimated
between $5,000 and $10,000.

Sign struck
Damage is estimated between $5,000 and

$10,000 after a Portland woman’s vehicle
crashed into a stop sign in the Portland Wal-
mart parking lot about 7:30 a.m. Sunday.

Latricia J. Clevenger, 53, told police she

was attempting to turn her 2004 Chevrolet
Colorado before the stop sign at 950 W.
Votaw Street to go into a parking lot in the
next row. She didn’t complete the turn and
instead struck the stop sign. Her vehicle
was towed.

Deer hit
A deer ran in front of  a Portland woman’s

vehicle on county road 400 South about 7:20
a.m. Thursday.

Crystal Lothridge, 35, was driving west on
the road just west of  U.S. 27 when a deer ran
in front of  her 2016 Dodge Grand Caravan.
She wasn’t able to avoid a collision with the
animal, causing between $1,000 and $2,500 in
estimated damage.

Capsule Reports Felony arrests
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BANNERS
40” x 13

BUY ONE FOR
$695

GET ONE FO
$350
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Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Vaalentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAYY - FRIDAYY
Custom sizes available. 7
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ONLINE ONLY AUC-
TION!

Bidding Now Open.
Starts Closing Friday,

April 15th  at 10am EST.
Items Located at: 

302 N Hendricks Street 
Bryant, IN 47326
Demco Single Drop

Semi Trailer, 2005 9200i
Daycab, Wheel Loader,
Excavators, Combine
Detach Semi Trailer,
Kubota RTV, Polaris
Ranger, John Deere
Gator, Skid Loaders,
Combine Heads, Shop
Equipment & Tools, and

MUCH MORE! 
Visit www.kjauction.com
for More Details & To

Bid!
Bryant Combine Parts

LLC,  - Owner
KRUECKEBERG AUC-
TION & REALTY LLC     

(260)-724-7402   
Kjauction.com

PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, APRIL 30,

2022
10:00 A.M.

LOCATED:  3430 W
State Road 67, Portland,
IN or 3 ½ miles west of
Portland at the corner of
Hwy 67 and County
Road 200 South.

FARM TRACTORS –
FARM EQUIP. – CON-
STRUCTION EQUIP.  –
TRUCKS – TRAILERS-
VEHICLES- RIDING
MOWERS – ATVS –
ATTACHMENTS –

MISC. 
NOW ACCEPTING
CONSIGNMENTS

Statements made sale
day take precedence

over written ad. 
Terms: Cash or Good
Check.  Not responsible

for accidents.  Not
responsible for no

shows. 
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Indiana Sales Tax will be
collected at this auction.
AREA CONTRACTORS
& FARMERS OWNERS   
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE 
AC31800004 

AUCTIONEERS 
Zane Shawver 
AU10500168 
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver  
AU19700040 
260-726-5587 

More Photos available at
www.auctionzip.com -
Auctioneer ID#4243

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located in the Bubp
Exhibition Hall at Jay
County Fairgrounds,

Portland, IN
Saturday Morning
April 23rd, 2022  

9:30 a.m.
CUSHMANS – GAR-
DEN TRACTORS –
MOTORS - PARTS
Cushman Civilian Air-
borne motorbike (no
title); Cushman Eagle
scooter; Cushman 3
wheel industrial cart;
Cushman 3 wheel cart
with dump bed;  Cush-
man frame, Lobster;
Cushman hit and miss
engine; Cushman

motors; Cushman parts;
Steiner articulating 4 x 4
garden tractor with new
tires; Bolens garden
tractor; Wheelhorse

C120 – 8 speed garden
tractor; Bushhog

ATH720, 3pt., 72 inch
finish mower; several
Briggs & Stratton

engines; several hit and
miss engines; mini

bikes; mini bike frames;
Kohler engines; several
Bolens Handy Hoe 1
wheel garden tractors;
LARGE SELECTION OF

NEW/OLD PARTS
STOCK TO INCLUDE:
blades, belts, pulleys, fil-
ter,  gaskets, etc; culti-
vators; LARGE LOT OF
MANUALS; and other

items not listed.
Please note that we will
be running 2 rings. .

Please visit Auction Zip
for photos.         Doors
will open at 7:30 a.m.
day of sale for preview.   

FRED KAUFMAN
Loy Auction
AC#31600027 
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons AU10700085 

Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Troy Foust

AU19800068  

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

JAY COUNTY COMMIS-
SIONERS ARE taking
applications for the posi-
tion of Jay County Emer-
gency Management
Director through noon on
April 18, 2022. Applica-
tions may be picked up
at and returned to the
Jay County Auditor’s
Office at 120 North Court
Street in Portland, Indi-
ana. Job Description
available upon request.
Jay County Government
is an Equal Opportunity
Employer. 
JAY COUNTY PURDUE
EXTENSION seeks part-
time summer clerical
help. May-August.
Approx. 20hrs/week.
Send resume and cover
letter to: ddcolema@pur-
due.edu by April 18th. An
Equal Opportunity
Employer. 
UTILITY WORKER Ohio
valley gas seeking a util-
ity worker to perform
multiple functions in nat-
ural gas distribution sys-
tem. Physical require-
ments include lifting up
to 100 lbs, frequent walk-
ing, standing, working in
outside environment in
sometimes tight, uneven
quarters. Communica-
tion and reasoning skills
required. Job is hands on
physical work with oppor-
tunity for growth. Applica-
tion and job description
can be picked up at the
OVG office drive-thru at
129 E Main ST or by call-
ing 260-726-8114. 
HELP WANTED CITY
OF PORTLAND Posi-
tion: Part time mower
and park maintenance
The City of Portland is
accepting applications
for a part-time mower
and park maintenance
persons. These individu-
als will be responsible for
mowing and landscaping
the city parks. Applica-
tions will be available at
City Hall, 321 North
Meridian Street, Port-
land, from Friday, April 8
– Thursday April 14th.
Applications need to be
submitted to City Hall by
4:30 p.m. on Monday,
April 18th. The City of
Portland is an Equal
Opportunity Employer 

SUMMER YARD HELP
WANTED High school
Junior or Senior or Col-
lege student looking for
summer work. 30 to 35
hours a week. $9 per
hour. Send application
to:
golfnride9999@yahoo.c
om or mail to P. O. Box
712 or 3177 W 200 S
Portland, IN 47371.
Application should con-
tain the following: Name,
Address, Phone number,
E-Mail address, Age, and
a brief statement as to
why you would be good
for the job 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

140 APPLIANCES

FIREPLACES,
STOVES, INSERTS, and
Hot Tubs. Kerns Fire-
place & Spa 5217 Tama
Rd. Celina OH 419-363-
2230 

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

READ  THE CR THEN RECYCLE

BANNERS

40” x 13”
BUY ONE FOR 

$695
GET ONE FOR 

$350
Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY

Custom sizes available.
 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED 110 HELP WANTED
190 FARMERS

COLUMN

Public Notice
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

Sheriffs File Number:
Date of Sale: 5/12/022
The Commercial Review:
By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me directed
from the Clerk of Circuit Court of Jay County, Indiana:
Judgment to be Satisfied:
Cause No: 38C01-2111-MF-000008
Plaintiff: George Lopez and Ronald May
Defendant: Susan Haines

Required me to make the sum as provided for in said
Decree with interest and cost, I will expose at public
sale to the highest bidder, at the hour of 10:00 A.M. of
said day as listed above, at the Jay County Sheriffs
Department, 120 N Court Street, Portland, Indiana
47371, fee simple of the whole body of Real Estate in Jay
County, Indiana:
Lot Numbered Nine (9) in Dunkirk Heights an Addition
to the City of Dunkirk, Indiana.
Together with rents, issues, income and profits thereof,
said sale will be made without relief from valuation or
appraisement laws. This Notice shall also represent
service of Notice of Sale of the above-described real
estate upon the owners, pursuant to requirements of IC
32-29-7-3.

Dwane Ford, Sheriff of Jay County, Indiana
Common street address of property: 112 Rick Drive,
Dunkirk, Indiana 47336
Parcel Number (must be 18 digits): 
38-09-09-302-064.000-014

Attorney: Brandon E. Murphy
Attorney Number: 30054-18

Law Firm: Cannon Bruns & Murphy, LLC
Contact Number: (765) 289-2161

Contact Email: bemurphy@cbmlegal.com
The sheriffs office does not warrant the accuracy of the
commonly known street address. It is the buyer's
responsibility to research the legal description and
associated legal filings.
CR 4-5,12,19-2022-HSPAXLP

SUMMER YARD
HELP WANTED
High school Junior or Senior or College

student looking for summer work. 30 to 35
hours a week. $9 per hour. Send application
to: golfnride9999@yahoo.com or mail to P. O.
Box 712 or 3177 W 200 S Portland, IN 47371.

Application should contain the following:
Name, Address, Phone number, E-Mail

address, Age, and a brief statement as to why
you would be good for the job 
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110 HELP WANTED

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Softball at Eastbrook
 – 5 p.m.; Baseball at Eastbrook – 5
p.m.; Track three-team meet at Adams
Central – 5:30 p.m.; JV baseball vs.
South Adams – 5 p.m.; Junior high
track at Muncie Northside – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track vs. Versailles
& Delphos St. John’s – 4:30 p.m.;
Baseball at Parkway – 5 p.m.; Softball
vs. Parkway – 5 p.m.; JV baseball vs.
Parkway – 5 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

4:10 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
Cleveland Guardians at Cincinnati Reds
(BALLY)

6:30 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
New York mets at Philadelphia Phillies or
Oakland Athletics at Tampa Bay Rays
(MLBN)

7 p.m. — NHL hockey: Philadelphia Fly-
ers at Washington Capitals (ESPN)

7 p.m. — Women’s soccer: Internation-
al Friendly – Uzbekistan vs. United States

(ESPN2)
7:45 p.m. — Major League Baseball:

Kansas City Royals at St. Louis Cardinals
(BALLY)

9 p.m. — Basketball: NBA G-League
Playoffs (ESPN2)

9:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Los
Angeles Clippers at Minnesota Timber-
wolves (TNT)

9:30 p.m. — NHL hockey: Tampa Bay
Lightning at Dallas Stars (ESPN)

10 p.m. — CONCACAF Champions
League Soccer: Pumas UNAM vs. Cruz
Azul (FS1)

Wednesday
12:35 p.m. — Major League Baseball:

Cleveland Guardians at Cincinnati Reds
(BALLY)

3:30 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
San Diego Padres at San Francisco Giants
or Houston Astros at Arizona Diamond-
backs (MLBN)

7 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
Toronto Blue Jays at New York Yankees or
Seattle Mariners at Chicago White Sox
(MLBN)

7 p.m. — NBA basketball: Charlotte
Hornets at Atlanta Hawks (ESPN)

7 p.m. — NHL hockey: New York
Rangers at Philadelphia Flyers (TNT)

9 p.m. — Major League Soccer: Seat-
tle Sounders at New York City FC (FS1)

9:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: San
Antonio Spurs at New Orleans Hornets
(ESPN)

9:30 p.m. — NHL hockey: Los Angeles
Kings at Colorado Avalanche (TNT)

Local notes
Race is moved to April 23

Jay Community Center’s Sprint to Spring

5K has been moved to April 23.
It will kick off the annual Jay County 5K

Circuit.
Registration is $20. A tech t-shirt is a

$10 add on, while a cotton t-shirt is a $5
add on.

The race begins and ends at Jay Com-
munity Center, and will go through Hudson
Family Park.

For more information, contact Jay Com-
munity Center at (260) 726-6477.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
It is the 11th-smallest

school in Class 4A for foot-
ball, 11th-largest in Class
2A for boys soccer and
25th-largest in Class 2A
for girls soccer.

The last sectional cham-
pionship the Patriots have
won in each sport is listed
below:

Boys basketball — 2011
Boys soccer — 2014
Football — 2007
Girls basketball — 2006

Girls soccer — 2014
Volleyball — 2002
The IHSAA also noted

that four new schools will
become eligible to com-
pete in state tournaments,
pending executive com-
mittee approval, in the
next two years. Dugger
Union and Evansville
Christian will become eli-
gible in 2022-23, with MTI
School of  Knowledge and
Purdue Polytechnic fol-
lowing in 2023-24.

Continued from page 8
JH places 3rd

VERSAILLES, Ohio — Both Fort
Recovery junior high track teams
finished third in a four-team meet on
a rainy Monday night. The boys
team totaled 53 points to finish
behind the host Versailles Tigers
(81) and Arcanum (79). The girls

scored 45 points while Versailles
won with 67 and St. John’s was sec-
ond with 66.5.

Reed Albers squeaked out a win in
the 100-meter dash by 0.02 seconds
over Arcanum’s Charlie Weiss in
13.67 seconds and also had a winning
time of  1:00.03 in the 400 dash. Park-
er Brunswick turned in a pair of

dominating victories, taking the 800
run by nearly seven seconds in
2:31.91 and the 1,600 run in 5:11.82.

Makenna Huelskamp was the only
double winner for the girls team as
she had winning times of  5:35.67 in
the 1,600 run and 2:42.35 in the 800
run. Madison Heitkamp finished
first in the 100 hurdles in 21.04.

Track ...

Class ...

By DAN WOIKE
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

The Lakers fired coach
Frank Vogel on Monday
just two years after he led
the team to its 17th NBA
championship and first
since 2010.

In the seasons since,
Vogel’s teams have been
decimated by injuries to
LeBron James and Antho-
ny Davis, the Lakers losing
in the first round of  the
2021 playoffs before missing
the postseason in 2022. It
culminated with a 49-loss
season during which the
Lakers were never more
than three games over .500
and in which Vogel used 40
starting lineups.

In three seasons with the
team, Vogel went 127-98. In
11 seasons of  professional
coaching, he’s 431-289.

The Lakers hired Vogel
in 2019 after a wild coach-
ing search that linked the
team to Tyronn Lue and
Monty Williams, who took
jobs with the Clippers and
Phoenix Suns, respectively,
and then met in last sea-
son’s Western Conference
finals. Vogel ended up tak-
ing the job, agreeing to
work with Jason Kidd as
his top assistant.

On Sunday night after a
season-ending win in Den-
ver, guard Malik Monk
praised Vogel for his coach-
ing and demeanor this sea-
son.

“He kept his cool the
whole time. Didn’t talk
about no problems like
that. Didn’t talk about any-
thing like that, man. He
came in and worked and
always gave us a great
game plan,” Monk said. “…

Lakers fire
Vogel as coach

The Philadelphia Inquirer/Heather Khalifa

Skid ends season
Indiana Pacers guard Duane Washington Jr. (4) defends against James Harden during

a 133-120 loss Saturday to the Philadelphia 76ers. The Pacers dropped their final 10 games of
the regular season, including a 134-126 defeat Sunday at New Jersey, to finish 25-57.



Easter Hams

AWARD WINNING MEATS
While supplies last, no rain checks

Smoked, 
Bone-In Ham 
((hhaallff $$44..1199//llbb))
*18-21 lb avg.

CCaallll yyoouurr oorrddeerr iinn ttooddaayy!!
Freezer bundles are also available.  They offer the perfect mix of our most popular cuts of meat in

quantities small enough to not crowd your freezer or cramp your budget.
Save time and energy with call ahead ordering and have your order ready to go when you arrive.

300 W. Walnut St., Portland, IN 
(260) 726-7355

Monday - Friday 8 am-5 pm •  Saturday 8 am-1 pm • Closed Sunday

www.fishermeats.com

FRESH CUT
QUALITY MEAT

Portland’s Largest Selection of

Stuffed Pork
Chops 

$449 
lb

Prime
Rib

(seasoned add .50 cents/lb)

From Fisher's Smokehouse

$359
lb.

County Line Colby & Co-Jack Cheese $4.99/lb
American Potato Salad                       $2.69/lb

(seasoned add .50 cents/lb)

Standing 

Rib $1399
lb

$1459
lb

Ribeyes $1499
lb

Country Style
Sausage
$289 

lb

Smoked Chops

$469 
lb

Rump
Roasts

$499
lb

Premium
Hot Dogs

$369
lb

Ring 
Bologna

$369
lb

Jalapeno
& Cheese
Loaf

$399
lb

Boneless, 
Smoked Pit Ham 
((hhaallff $$44..9999//llbb))

$459
lb.

*14-17 lb avg.

Beef Stew
Meat

$519
lb
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Ads must run in
The Commercial Review in April.

Special sections are not eligible.
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Sports
Tuesday, April 12, 2022

Get all of your local
sports information online
by visiting thecr.com

Sprint to Spring now
set for April 23,

see Sports on tap

INDIANAPOLIS
— There were no surpris-
es for the Patriots.

Jay County High
School’s athletic teams
will remain where they
have been in for the last
two years following the
Indiana High School Ath-
letic Association’s
announcement Monday of
classifications for the
2022-23 and 2023-24 school
years.

That means the Patriots
will be in Class 4A for
football, Class 3A for vol-
leyball, boys basketball
and girls basketball, and
Class 2A for boys soccer
and girls soccer.

The classifications are
based on enrollment num-
bers that were submitted
by schools earlier this
year and announced by
the IHSAA in March.
JCHS has an enrollment
of  879 — 118th largest in
the state.

Sectional groupings for
football, volleyball, soccer
and basketball will be
announced in May. Base-
ball and softball sectional
groups will be announced
in August.

Jay County will be the
18th-largest school in
Class 3A for boys basket-
ball, girls basketball and
volleyball.

See Class page 7

CELINA, Ohio — Whitley
Rammel went one-two-three for
the Indians.

The Fort Recovery High
School senior won the high
jump and finished in the top
three in two more events as she
led the Fort Recovery girls track
team to a fifth-place finish Fri-
day at the Celina Relays.

The Tribe girls scored 47
points to finish six behind fifth-

place St. Henry in the eight-
team meet. Celina won with 114.

The FRHS boys team was last

with nine points. Marion Local’s
winning total was 100.

Rammel won the high jump at
5 feet even. She was also the run-
ner-up in the shot put at 36 feet,
8.25 inches and placed third in
the discus at 100 feet, 7 inches.

Natalie Brunswick added a
runner-up finish in the 6,400-
meter relay, crossing the line in
5 minutes, 37.84 seconds with
teammate Ellie Will two places

behind her in 5:47.57. Megan
Diller, Joelle Kaup, Brunswick
and Will were second in the dis-
tance medley in 14:30.07, and
Abbie Francis Anna Roessner,
Kennedy Muhlenkamp and
Diller took the runner-up spot in
the 4x400 relay in 4:28.66.

The boys team’s top effort was
fifth in the 4x100.25 relay in
55.91 seconds.

See Track page 7

Rammel leads Tribe at relays

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Isaac is over
Isaac Kunkler of Jay County High School clears the high jump bar April 5 during the Patriot boys track team’s

season opener against Blackford. Kunkler won the event at a career-best 5 feet, 10 inches. JCHS is scheduled to continue
its season tonight in a three-team meet at Adams Central, weather permitting.

Track
roundup

Patriots
remain in

Class 3A for
basketball

JCHS
sees no
changes
in class


