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Ronald Krieg, 76, Portland
Staci Williams, 43, Hart-

ford City
Barbara Geesaman, 83,

Bluffton
Details on page 2.

Jay County’s high tempera-
ture reached 77 degrees Mon-
day. The low was 60.
Tonight’s low will be 62.

There is a slight chance of
showers Wednesday. Other-
wise, skies will be sunny with
a high in the mid 80s.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

Need to fill out a birth
announcement, engagement
or wedding form to have your
special event announced in
the newspaper? They’re now
available electronically. Just
go to thecr.com, hover over
“Forms” and select the form
you’d like to fill out.

Wednesday —Results from
tonight’s JCHS baseball game
against Southern Wells.

Friday — Coverage of
Thursday’s Portland Park
Board meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
There’s a new director taking

over Jay County Emergency
Management.
Jay County Commissioners

hired Portland resident John
Hankins on Monday to take over
the role from Amy Blakely, who
announced her resignation in
March. (She had been filling in
the position until the county
hired a new director.)
“For most of  my adult life, I've

been responding to emergency
situations,” said Hankins.
His experience in law enforce-

ment dates back to 2001, when
he started as a reserve deputy at
Jay County Sheriff ’s Office.
Hankins served as a sheriff ’s
deputy from 2005 to 2009. He
moved to Texas shortly after

and worked as a canine handler
and deputy at Wheeler County
Sheriff ’s Department for about
10 years. In July 2020, he
returned to Portland. He’s been
serving as an officer at IU

Health Jay since October 2020
and has also worked part-time at
Portland Police Department. On
the side, Hankins offers custom
engraving and design work
through his business, Johnny
Lazer.
He complimented Blakely —

she’s led the office since Janu-
ary 2021 — for her time as direc-
tor and said she will be missed. 
Hankins expressed his excite-

ment to get started. His connec-
tions with emergency person-
nel, he added, will be helpful
moving forward.
“(Emergency management is)

a little bit different from what
I’m used to, but we’re gonna do
the best we can and get prepared
for whatever the future may
hold,” he said.
He will take over as director

May 16.
Jay County highway superin-

tendent Donnie Corn noted his
department will begin chip and
seal work June 6. Approximate-
ly 9 miles of  stone road will be
converted this year. 
One of  the department’s

dump trucks is out of  commis-
sion, he added.

See Hired page 2

Hankins hired to lead EMA

By THERESA BRAINE
and DAVID MATTHEWS
New York Daily News
Tribune News Service
Former corrections offi-

cer Vicky White died Mon-
day night after she and
Casey White, the Alabama
inmate whose escape she
aided, were apprehended.
“We’ve captured them,”

Vanderburgh County, Indi-
ana, Sheriff  Dave Wedding
said Monday evening.
Wedding said the pair

crashed their car during a
pursuit by officers after
they were found at an
Evansville, Indiana, hotel.

Casey White is in custody
and Vicky White had been
hospitalized after she shot
herself.
She is in “pretty serious

shape,” Wedding said when

they were apprehended.
Vicky White died of  her

wounds at 7 p.m. at Evans-
ville’s Deaconess Midtown
Hospital, WHNT-TV report-
ed, citing Vanderburgh

County Coroner Steven W.
Lockyear. Lockyear said
she would be autopsied
Tuesday.
No other shots were fired

as the two were arrested.

One witness described
the scene as “crazy.”
“These cats came flying

by me followed by every
cop in Evansville!” Cory
Bradley wrote on Face-
book.
News of  their apprehen-

sion comes shortly after
the fugitive White may
have been seen at an
Evansville car wash,
according to the U.S. Mar-
shals.
Vicky White, the correc-

tions officer believed to be
with Casey White, was not
shown in the photos.
The 2006 Ford F-150 was

seen Sunday night about
175 miles from Williamson
County, Tennessee, where
the pair previously aban-
doned a 2007 Ford Edge.
The pickup truck is now

believed to be abandoned,
as well.
Casey White is facing

murder charges and is
believed to be armed and
the pair may have a num-
ber of  weapons, including
an AR-15 rifle, handguns
and a shotgun.
Additional charges were

also filed against Vicky
White on Monday.

See Escapee page 5

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
DUNKIRK — The city’s bowl-

ing alley will be reopening this
summer.
Dunkirk City Council agreed

Monday to move forward with a
$25,000, five-year loan agreement
through its Downtown Revital-
ization Program to help with ren-
ovations the new owners are
making at Crown City Lanes.
Duane Marcum and Tim

Ritchie are currently working on
renovations to the facility at 115
Eaton Pike. Tentative plans are to
open the bowling alley in August,
noted mayor Jack Robbins.
Marcum and Ritchie will pay

off  the loan in increments of
$5,000 a year, with the first
installment due June 1, 2023.
The building is legally owned

by another person, city attorney
Wes Schemenaur noted, meaning
a mortgage to help secure the
loan may or may not be possible.
He suggested the city create a
personal guarantee agreement
with Ritchie and Marcum — it
would hold the owners responsi-
ble for the corporation’s debt —
in the event the corporation
defaults. (The city has had issues
in the past with similar loans not

being repaid, although council
previously expressed they do not
think it will be an issue with
Marcum and Ritchie.)
He noted documentation still

needs a few tweaks, such as
adding Ritchie’s name and lan-
guage about the mortgage. He
said council could approve the
agreement on the condition that
there may not be a mortgage.

See Loan page 2

Manhunt for escapee ends in Evansville

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Crown City Lanes of Dunkirk will be reopening its
doors in August. New owners Duane Marcum and Tim Ritchie
have been renovating the facility (pictured) at 115 Eaton Pike.
To help with renovation costs, the business will be receiving a
$25,000, five-year loan from the city’s Downtown
Revitalization Program.

Longtime officer will take over
director’s role from Blakely

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Dancing shoes
The cast of Jay County High School’s production of “All Shook Up” dances to “Blue Suede Shoes” during rehearsal Saturday. The show,

which features Elvis Presley music, opens Friday night at JCHS. For a story on the production, see Wednesday’s edition of The Commercial Review.

Dunkirk approves loan

Former corrections officer
who aided inmate died

from self-inflicted gunshot

Funds will go toward
bowling alley renovations



Drunk driving
A Portland man was

arrested for drunk driving
after his truck struck a
Portland woman’s car on
county road 700 East about
10:48 p.m. Saturday.
Emma E. Lairson, 19,

was driving her 2006 Kia

Rio south on the road just
north of  county road 300
North. At the same time,
Frederick G. Braun, 56,
was driving his 2006
Chevrolet Silverado north
on the road.
Lairson and witnesses

told Jay County Sheriff ’s
Office that Braun was driv-
ing in the center of  the
road and struck Lairson’s
vehicle, then continued
driving to his residence.
Braun later returned to the
scene.
Braun was booked into

Jay County Jail and pre-
liminarily charged with a
Class C misdemeanor for
operating a vehicle while
intoxicated, a Class B mis-
demeanor for leaving the
scene of  an accident and a
Class A misdemeanor for
operating a vehicle while
intoxicated endangering a
person.

See page 5
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Saturday, May 14, 2022
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Adults $12.00                       Kids 5 & under FREE
6243 S. 325 W   Portland, IN

Jay County Conservation Club

SPRING FISH &
CHICKEN FRY

JAY COUNTY DUST 
CONTROL PROGRAM 

(400 Ft. Minimum)
Cost. .. $1.00 per foot

Must come to Jay County Highway Dept. to

2) Specify dust control location &
specify footage

3) Make payment to the
Jay County Highway Dept.

ONE APPLICATION ONLY 
DEADLINE: May 27, 2022

LAST DAY FOR PAYMENT 
PAYMENT MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE

Check or Money Orders Only
Jay County Highway Department 

1035 E 200N 
PORTLAND, INDIANA 47371

For More Information, 
call 726-8701 

Jay Region is a “go-to” source 
of information for residents, 

businesses, tourists, and future 
community members.

HELP Dashboard: Updates regarding the 
Hoosier Enduring Legacy Program. 

Links to many of the Jay County communities, 
organizations, and businesses

The Jay Community calendar lists events and 
meeting dates that are occurring in Jay County. 

Attend the Community Forum on June 13th 
at 3:00 at the John Jay Center.

Visit Jay Region at www.jayregion.com
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Ronald Krieg
Sept. 18, 1945-May 8, 2022
Ronald “Ron” Krieg, age 76, a

resident of  Portland, passed
away on Sunday, May 8, 2022, at
his home in Portland. 
Ron was born on Sept. 18,

1945, in Anderson, Indiana, the
son of  Robert Krieg Sr. and Dora
(Kaufman) Krieg. Ron graduat-
ed from Governor I.P. Gray High
School in 1963. He married Betty
Bailey on June 20, 1964. 
Ron worked for Sheller Globe,

Portland Electric and Jay Petro-
leum, and served as facility
director for Jay School Corpora-

tion and waste-
water department
superintendent
for the City of
Portland.
Ron served on

the Jay County
Fair Association
for over 37 years,
where he spent
time as treasurer and secretary.
He coached Junior League Base-
ball and played men’s softball.    
Survivors include:
His wife of  57 years — Betty

Krieg, Portland 
Three children — Chris Krieg

(wife: Beth), Portland, Pat Krieg

(wife: Chrissy), Portland, and
LeAnn Krieg, Anderson, Indi-
ana 
His siblings — Linda Leon-

hard (husband: Jerry), Port-
land, Karen Bricker (husband:
Paul), Portland, Denise McKee,
Spring, Texas, Teresa Weesner
(husband: Lloyd), Portland, Bob
Krieg (wife: Char), Portland,
and Dan Krieg,  Portland, Indi-
ana 
Four grandchildren — Gar-

rett Krieg (wife: Tiffany), Bren-
nen Krieg, Lauren Krieg and
Alex Krieg (wife: Malarie)
One great-granddaughter —

Emma Krieg 

Several aunts, uncles and
cousins
Visitation will be held on Fri-

day from 4 to 8 p.m. at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland.
Graveside services will be held
at a later date at IOOF Twin Hill
Cemetery in Pennville. 
Memorials may be directed

towards the Jay County Heart
Fund or Jay County Cancer Soci-
ety. 
Condolences may be expressed

at williamsonspencer.com. 

Staci Williams, Hartford City,
Feb. 20, 1979-May 3, 2022. Serv-

ices will be at 6 p.m. Thursday at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland.

Barbara A. Geesaman, Bluffton,
April 8, 1939-May 7, 2022. Servic-
es will be held at a later date.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary serv-
ices.

Obituaries

Krieg

SERVICES
Thursday

Staci, Williams: 6 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

Wednesday
6 p.m. — Jay County

Council, commission-
ers’ room, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

Thursday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.,
Portland.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................7.83
June corn ................7.84
Wheat ......................8.96

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................7.89
June corn ................7.92
July corn..................7.91

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................7.68
June corn ................7.78
Beans ......................16.05
June beans ............16.10

Wheat .................... 10.00
June wheat............ 10.00

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................7.70
Late May corn ........7.70
Beans ......................16.02
Late May beans......15.98
Wheat......................10.40

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................7.44
June corn ................7.51
Beans ......................15.89
June beans ............15.94
Wheat......................10.53

Lotteries

In 1774, Louis XVI
became king of  France.
In 1775, Ethan Allen

and Benedict Arnold led
the Green Mountain
Boys in capturing Fort
Ticonderoga, which had
been controlled by the
British.
In 1796, Napoleon

Bonaparte’s French
troops won a victory
over the Austrians at
Lodi bridge in Italy.
In 1869, the first

coast-to-coast railroad
in the United States was
completed when the
Central Pacific and
Union Pacific were
joined at Promontory
Summit in Utah.
In 1899, American

dancer and singer Fred
Astaire was born in
Omaha, Nebraska.
In 1933, Nazis of  the

German Student Union
burned 25,000 books for
being “un-German.”
In 1940, British

Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain resigned.

Winston Churchill took
over the office.
In 1954, musician

Bill Haley released the
song “Rock Around the
Clock.”
In 1962, Marvel

Comics released the
first issue of  The
Incredible Hulk.
In 1970, Bobby Orr

scored the game-win-
ning goal in overtime to
finish off  the Boston
Bruins’ sweep of  the St.
Louis Blues in the Stan-
ley Cup Finals for their
first title since 1941.
In 1972, Lee Hall was

elected president of  Jay
County Hospital board.
In 1994, Nelson Man-

dela was inaugurated as
president of  South
Africa.
In 2021, Jay County

Commissioners
approved contributing
$70,000 to a project to
remodel 4-H buildings at
Jay County Fair-
grounds.

—The CR

CR almanac

83/58 84/58 84/61 82/63 78/55
There’s a

20% chance
of showers
and thunder-
storms. Other-
wise, mostly
sunny.

More rain
is on the hori-
zon Sunday
with another
50% chance
of showers
and thunder-
storms.

Saturday
looks like
rain with a
50% chance
of showers
and thunder-
storms.

Sunny
skies are in
the forecast
for Thursday,
with a cool 5
to 10 mph
southeast
wind.

Another
day of sun is
expected Fri-
day. At night,
mostly clear
skies.

Wednesday
5/11

Thursday
5/12

Friday
5/13

Saturday
5/14

Sunday
5/15

Powerball
Monday
18-30-35-52-56
Powerball: 5
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot: $68

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $86

million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 1-0-9
Daily Four: 7-4-9-4
Evening
Daily Three: 5-8-5
Daily Four: 0-9-5-0
Quick Draw: 4-6-11-17-

19-22-25-30-39-52-56-57-58-

60-61-63-64-71-73-75
Cash 5: 13-14-16-20-22
Estimated jackpot:

$300,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 4-5-6
Pick 4: 0-7-6-3
Pick 5: 5-5-0-8-9
Evening
Pick 3: 5-9-0
Pick 4: 9-9-1-5
Pick 5: 1-5-9-9-5   
Rolling Cash 5: 8-13-19-

32-38
Estimated jackpot:

$130,000
Classic Lotto: 2-11-15-

18-28-33
Kicker: 6-3-8-2-5-2
Jackpot: $27.3 million

Continued from page 1
His hope is to allot funds

to replace the 13-year-old
vehicle, which has been
having issues for years, in
the upcoming budget cycle
for 2023. Two new dump
trucks ordered last year
are scheduled to arrive by
the end of  this month.
Also, Commissioner

Brian McGalliard suggest-
ed they contribute just
under $10,000 toward a new
parking lot for American
Legion Post 227 in Dunkirk.
McGalliard noted the lot at
118 W. Commerce St. is in
need of  repair, and the
legion has requested about
50% of  the funds necessary
for construction. Commis-
sioners Rex Journay and
Aker said they would like
to speak with Dunkirk
Mayor Jack Robbins and
Jay County Development

Corporation executive
director Travis Richards
before making a decision.
Commissioners also

heard from Jay/Portland
Building and Planning
director John Hemmel-
garn, who shared a report
detailing the last four
months, showing that
approximately 81 per-
mits/applications have
been issued so far. That
includes seven new home
permits. In addition, three
confined feeding opera-
tions have filed intent to
build applications: Zach
Louck Farms, Mulenkamp
Brothers and Arrowhead
Poultry.
In other business, com-

missioners McGalliard,
Aker and Journay:
•Agreed to move the next

commissioners meeting to
May 31. (Aker will be out of

town the fourth Monday of
the month when commis-
sioners regularly meet.)
•Recommended Jay

County Council contribute
$18,000 to A Better Life –
Brianna’s Hope. The rec-
ommendation was for-
warded to commissioners
from Jay County Economic
Development Income Tax
(EDIT) Advisory Commit-
tee. Funds will be used to
expand the organization’s
new podcast, “Faith In
Your Recovery.”
•Agreed to give $200

toward mental health
training for John McFar-
land of  Jay Emergency
Medical Service. Commis-
sioners previously agreed
to give $2,000 toward the
director’s training. The
additional $200 will cover
books and other related
costs. (Jay County Drug

Coalition will also be con-
tributing funds to pay for
another individual to go
through the training and
become an instructor,
noted Aker.)
•Agreed to give Jay

County 4th of  July Com-
mittee its annual allotment
of  $5,000
•Accepted an annual per-

mit for Jay County Landfill
at $35,000, a permit from
Indiana Michigan Power to
work on power lines along
a portion of  county road
1150 West and county road
400 South and a $3,180 bid
for paper from Progressive
Office Products of  Port-
land
•Paid a quarterly claim

of  $346,248 from Lifestream
Services. (The funding
comes through an Indiana
Department of  Transporta-
tion grant.)

Domestic battery
A Portland man was

arrested Saturday for
domestic battery.
Tyler J. Hough, 33, 6693

S. U.S. 27, was preliminari-

ly charged with a Level 5
felony.
He was released on his

own recognizance this
morning from Jay County
Jail.

Felony arrests

Capsule Reports

Hired ...

Continued from page 1
“I think we’re doing the best we

can and doing more than we ever
did, so this is a good thing for us,”
said council member Jesse Bivens.
Council then agreed to move for-

ward with the loan agreement. 
Bivens asked how soon the coun-

cil could provide funds to Ritchie
and Marcum, who are planning to
put in new carpet at the facility
soon.
Schemenaur noted both owners

could visit the city office in the
morning and sign the documenta-
tion to make it official.
Also Monday, council approved

an update to the city’s COVID-19

policy to allow employees to take
five days of  paid leave in one cal-
endar year if  required to isolate or
quarantine. (If  the employee is
required to isolate or quarantine
for more than five days, they will
be required to use accrued sick
days or their absence will be
excused but unpaid, according to
the ordinance.)
The ordinance previously called

for 14 days of  paid sick leave for
employees who contracted the
coronavirus. Schemenaur noted it
had not been updated since 2020.
The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention currently suggests
five days of  quarantine for indi-

viduals who test positive for the
virus.
Clerk-treasurer Tina Elliott noted

the city office is offering free COVID
tests while supplies last. Each pack
comes with two tests.
“Please come up and get those and

have them so you can check your-
self,” she said.
Also, council OK’d Robbins to

apply for another Community Cross-
ings grant. His hopes are to receive
funding to pave streets around Quin-
cy Place — Hart Drive, Merry Court
and Shrack Lane — along with
Mount Auburn Street from Main
Street to Dunkirk City Park.

See Loan page 5

Loan ...



Reservations are open
for Portland High
School’s annual alumni
banquet.
Portland High School

Alumni Association will
host its annual banquet
on June 18. It will be held
in the commons area of
Jay County High School,
2072 W. Indiana 67, Port-
land.
Social hour will be

from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., with
dinner to follow.

All alumni from Port-
land High School are wel-
come to attend. Honored
classes this year are 1942,
1947, 1952, 1957, 1962, 1967
and 1972.
Dinner costs $15 per

person. Checks may be
made out to Portland
Alumni Association.
Reservations are due by
June 1.
For more information,

call Judy or Neil Medler
at (260) 726-7209.

Britney N. Mullins, 20,
Portland, and Michael D.
Stevens, 21, Portland
Teresa L. Blankenship,

50, Portland, to Stephen
D. Fouch, 53, Portland
Vickie L. Arnold, 64,

Salamonia, Indiana, and

Harry T. Hiday, 68, Salam-
onia, Indiana
Jenna L. Lewis, 32,

Portland, and Kevin M.
Pugh, 53, Portland
Dakota J. Hunt, 25,

Portland, and Haley A.
Tungate, 22, Portland

DEAR ABBY: I met a man,
“Gabe,” 30 years ago. We had a
very good time together. We dated
some and even traveled occasional-
ly. I liked him a lot but, when we
met, I was divorced and looking for
marriage. He was not. I moved for
my job, and met and married
someone else. Gabe did call to keep
in touch for several years, but the
calls stopped. I never forgot him. 
My husband passed away four

years ago, and then COVID hit.
Feeling the loneliness of  lock-
down, I wrote letters to people I
hadn’t heard from in years. Gabe’s
was one such letter. He called me
after he received it, and we recon-
nected. We have enjoyed each
other’s company off  and on since
then. 
I would love to have a deeper

relationship with him. Unfortu-
nately, he regards me as nothing
more than a friend. He is intelli-
gent, quick-witted, well-traveled
and still very handsome. I enjoy
his company very much. I’ve want-
ed to tell him how I feel, but I don’t
want to jeopardize what we have
together. So here I am, now in my
60s, feeling lost and not knowing
how to handle my desire to be with

him. What do you think? — LONG
HISTORY IN FLORIDA
DEAR HISTORY: If  you are

looking for more than you
already have with Gabe, you
are wasting your time. Gabe is
satisfied with the relationship
just as it is. If  he wasn’t, believe
me, he would have mentioned
it. If  what you need is someone
to “nest” with, you will have to
look elsewhere. Sorry, he isn’t
it.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I am contemplat-

ing asking my wife for a divorce.
Her 86-year-old mother lives with
us. After she moved in, I quickly
realized that her mother is a bigot,
nosy and has little to no respect for
my wife. I could go on and on.
Agreeing to her mother moving in
was the worst mistake of  my life. I

avoid her like the plague now. I can
work from home full time, but pre-
fer to drive 75 miles a day to get out
of  the house. Her mother needs
more care now than can be provid-
ed at home. However, my wife
wants to bring someone in a few
days a week, since I no longer work
from home. She’s just delaying the
inevitable. 
I believe her mother is more

important to her than I am and, if
that’s the case, I can’t change her
mind. Aside from this, we have a
great marriage. I don’t want to lose
what I have, but I am prepared to
walk away. Advice? — HATES THE
HOUSEGUEST
DEAR HATES: I do have

some. If  assisted living is in
your mother-in-law’s future, it
would be kinder to have her
take up residency soon, while
she’s capable of  adjusting to it
rather than postponing it until
there is an emergency. You are
long overdue for a frank and
not very pleasant conversation
with your wife about how you
feel you rank on her list of  pri-
orities. Feeling as you do, it
may be your only chance of  sav-
ing your marriage.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
THE LANDING — A 12-

step program for those in
sixth through 12th grade
will meet at 5:55 p.m. each
Tuesday at 2nd Chance at
Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 703-0777 or (260) 726-
5273.
JAY COUNTY CIVIC

THEATRE — Holds its reg-
ular meeting at 6 p.m. on
the second Tuesday of
each month in the Commu-
nity Room at Jay County
Public Library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-

based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene Church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.
NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. each Tuesday at
Church of  God of  Prophe-
cy, 797 N. Creagor Ave. in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-9334.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

BRYANT/NEW CORY-
DON SENIOR CITIZENS
— Will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Bryant
Community Center for a
carry-in dinner. Meat is
provided.
PORTLAND ROTARY

CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday at Harmo-
ny Cafe, 121 N. Meridian St. 
CAREGIVER SUPPORT

GROUP — For caregivers

of  persons with
Alzheimer’s disease or
related dementias, the
group will meet at 6 p.m.
the second Wednesday of
each month at Blackford
Community Hospital con-
ference room, 410 Pilgrim
Boulevard in Hartford City. 
AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of

alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in
the Zion Lutheran Church,
218 E. High St., Portland.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.

By DIANA DOLECKI
Special to The Commercial Review
“I’m your favorite,”

grandson Nicky told me. I
stumbled a little before
telling him that he was
right. He is my favorite.
So are his siblings and
my family up north. They
are all my favorite peo-
ple.
I had called to wish

him a happy birthday. He
responded that he wasn’t
11 years old until after
eight o'clock, the time he
had been born. I told him
that it was later than that
time here. He verified the
time by checking with his
mom. I don’t think he had
any idea that time zones
existed.

I asked about his base-
ball games. He is a catch-
er. I told him that I could-
n’t play baseball. He
immediately said that I
could, too, I just had to
try. I let it drop.
He doesn’t realize that I

could try my best and
practice until the cows
come home and I still
couldn’t catch, throw, run
or hit a ball with the
swing of  a bat.

The only team that
would welcome me would
be Charlie Brown’s base-
ball team featured in the
comic strip, “Peanuts.”
Saturday I received a

box in the mail from my
daughter. It was my
Mother’s Day present.
There was a recyclable
grocery bag, some hand
cream, a couple of  small
embroidery projects and
a couple of  great Moth-
er’s Day cards.
The best thing of  all

was a handful of  pic-
tures. There are photos
of  grandson, Jacob, on
his way to a band con-
cert. There are pictures
of  granddaughter,
Emma, holding two white

chickens upside down by
their feet. She is wearing
her FFA jacket with her
name embroidered on it.
I am surprised that she

has embraced the FFA
because she has never
lived on a farm. The clos-
est she has come to farm
life is the house where
she lives now. The chick-
ens in the backyard and
the occasional horse are
the closest she has come
to being responsible for
livestock. Oh, I also
learned that a couple of
ducks have moved in.
They look like male mal-
lards. I don’t know how
long they will last.
There is also a print of

Emma and her boyfriend.

He is a good looking boy
but how could she be old
enough to have a
boyfriend?
There are pictures of

Jacob giving Nicky a
boost as he climbs a tree.
There are pictures of  the
boys holding the fish
they had just caught.
There were two or three
photos of  the boys letting
a praying mantis crawl
on their faces. I know
praying mantises are the
good guys of  the garden.
I know that the big bugs
are mostly harmless.
Still, it gives me the
willies to see them posing
on their faces.
A day or so later I was

talking with my daugh-

ter. I didn’t realize she
was driving at the time,
or that Nicky was in the
backseat. She was almost
to where she was going.
As we were saying our
goodbyes, I heard a voice
say. ”I’m your favorite.”
I smiled and answered

that he was indeed my
favorite. I am glad that he
has that kind of  self
esteem. He also tells his
mom that he is her
favorite.
Being someone’s

favorite is a good thing. It
means that you will
always have someone’s
back and they will have
yours. I hope that you,
reader, are someone’s
favorite.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 
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The News & Sun

Contact Lindsey Cochran
260-726-8141 or L.cochran@thecr.com

Being someone’s ‘favorite’ is reassuring
As I
See It

Community Calendar

Old flame isn’t rekindling Portland High
alumni banquet
set for June 18Dear

Abby

Marriage licenses
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To the editor:
As a resident of  Port-

land, we have too much hid-
ing and not enough trans-
parency on important
issues.
The example I’m using is

with the new trash ordi-
nance.
This ordinance was

brought up without citizen
input, which you didn’t
want. (No input, no hassle.)
We had more transparen-

cy after the fact — radio,
newspaper — than before
the fact. (Where was the
people’s voice?) You’re
elected to represent all the
people of  Portland, not
one’s own self-agenda —
mayor and street depart-
ment head.
We paid $5 a month to

have all trash picked up.
Now we pay $5.50 a month
and an additional fee for
sofas, chairs and mattress-
es. And one free day we
haul to the street depart-
ment.
What happened to a fair

wage for a fair day’s
work?
Maybe we need to have a

vote on the ballot so the res-
idents have a say.
Terry Robbins Sr.
Portland

Quality story
To the editor:
I was pleasantly sur-

prised by the article on the
leak of  the Supreme Court
decision.
I expected to read insane

left wing ranting similar to
that coming from the Biden
administration, the liberal
media and Democratic
leadership.
What I read was a fair

and balanced rendering of
both sides of  the issue.
Quality articles like this

provide the best service to
CR readers on both sides of
the aisle.
Stephen Erwin
Portland

Trash ordinance
lacked transparency

“Were it left for me to decide whether we should
have government without newspapers or newspapers
without government I should not hesitate to prefer the
latter.” – Thomas Jefferson
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The Supreme Court draft

ruling overturning Roe v.
Wade raises just as many
arguments and counterar-
guments as the original rul-
ing that Justice Samuel
Alito excoriated in his opin-
ion, leaked this week to
Politico. Alito’s assertion
that abortion rights don’t
fall under the 14th Amend-
ment, and that the Consti-
tution makes no mention
of  abortion as a right, calls
into question a wide range
of  other supposed rights for
which no mention appears
in the Constitution.
Alito basically would

establish an entirely new
bar for basic rights that
cannot be met under a
strict reading of  the Consti-
tution — not just including
divisive issues such as gay
marriage but also whether
there is a right for gun own-
ers to possess ammunition.
The Constitution doesn’t
specifically spell out a right
for interracial couples to
marry. Under Alito’s ration-
ale, all those supposedly
settled issues, widely
accepted as basic rights,
now could be subject to
challenge.
Alito argues the opposite,

saying that this draft ruling
applies only to the rights of
the unborn. But under his
rationale, the Constitution
offers no spelled-out rights
to the unborn. In fact, it
specifically excludes the
unborn from having rights
under the very 14th
Amendment that Alito dis-
sects as the basis for the
conservative majority’s
opinion.
Consider the amend-

ment’s opening phrase: “All
persons born or natural-
ized in the United States
and subject to the jurisdic-
tion thereof  …” followed by
the stipulation that no state
shall “deprive any person
of  life, liberty, or property,”
without due legal process
and equal protection.
That opening paragraph

specifically applies to
women as a subset of  all
people who qualify as hav-
ing been born — and it
specifically does not apply
to those who have not yet
been born.
These are painful words

to parse in such a literal
way when talking about
humans’ lives, but that’s

the standard Alito himself
is setting. 
Yet Alito and the conser-

vative majority have decid-
ed that the rights of  the
unborn supersede those of
women even though no
wording in the Constitu-
tion specifies any such dis-
tinction.
This ruling, if  it sur-

vives, could force an
impregnated woman in 33
states to give birth, in some
cases like Missouri regard-
less of  whether she is the
victim of  rape or incest.
Let the states decide

without court intervention,
Alito says. Yet court conser-
vatives do favor taking
away states’ rights on other
divisive issues.
It appears that the major-

ity only seeks a literal
interpretation of  the Con-
stitution when it suits con-
servative justices’ political
or religious beliefs. But
when the wording doesn’t
suit them, they simply
ignore it. 
A court whose politics

overshadow reasoned con-
stitutional interpretation
is a court whose legitimacy
deserves all the public
scrutiny it’s now receiving.

Leaked ruling
contradicts itself

By MICHAEL J. HICKS
David Ricks, CEO of  Eli Lilly &

Co., recently told members of
the Economic Club of  Indiana that
state policymakers need to address
poor educational attainment and
high healthcare costs. These topics
will sound familiar to faithful
readers of  this column, but it is
refreshing to hear these points
made publicly by a business leader.
In a future column I’ll detail

comprehensive policy options for
reducing healthcare costs. As diffi-
cult as it will be to remedy this
important issue, it is easy com-
pared to our educational chal-
lenges. To fix our low levels of  edu-
cational attainment, Indiana must
better educate a higher share of  its
young adults and make more com-
munities into places they’d like to
live. This may sound easy, but any
progress here requires that almost
everyone set aside some long-held,
mistaken opinions. The two most
misunderstood issues are about
what ails education and how taxes
factor in to the location decisions
of  people and businesses.
Indiana’s comprehensive school

reforms are not the problem. In
fact, the success of  broad school
choice masked other problems.
The evidence from several high-
quality studies makes clear that
school choice mostly benefited stu-
dents in local public schools. That
should be unsurprising because
the largest share of  students who
take advantage of  school choice in
Indiana move to another local pub-
lic school, not to a charter or pri-
vate school.
At the same time, a number of

policy decisions other than school
choice have reversed the state’s
pathway to a better-educated work-
force. Indiana’s “go to college” rate
peaked right at the moment the
state began de-emphasizing col-
lege to both middle and high
school students. That wasn’t an
accident.
Gov. Mitch Daniels’ vision for

educational attainment was
replaced by a career focus that saw
sixth graders being pushed into
truck driving careers. Those deci-
sions were uninformed by any
understanding of  labor markets,
disproportionately hurt children
from poor families and constituted
raw negligence at best, but it was-
n’t the only problem.
While we began de-emphasizing

college preparation, we also cut
funding for K-12 and colleges. Had
Indiana kept our education spend-
ing at the same level of  state Gross
Domestic Product that we did in
2010, we’d be spending close to $1.5
billion more today. In inflation-
adjusted terms, we spent 17.5%

less per student in the 2019-20
school year than in the 2009-10
school year. 
The reductions to higher educa-

tion funding were even deeper. As
a result of  the de-emphasis of  col-
lege and funding cuts, the “go to
college” rate of  Hoosier kids plum-
meted from 65% in 2015 to 59%  in
2019. COVID made the situation
worse. By my count, that’s roughly
40,000 “missing” college graduates
in Indiana. To put in context, Indi-
ana created 64,000 jobs for college
graduates between 2010 and 2019.
That was dismal.
In contrast, from 2009 to 2019, the

nation as a whole created 14.1 mil-
lion jobs for college graduates. Had
we been growing at the national
average, Indiana would’ve cap-
tured almost 275,000 jobs for col-
lege graduates during that period.
As a matter of  policy, Indiana has
chosen not to supply the college
graduates that the modern econo-
my requires.
To be clear, not every person

needs a college degree. However,
100% of  the job growth over the
past 30 years went to people who
have been to college, and 81% of
that growth went to those who
graduated with a four-year degree.
Individual people can make ends
meet in many occupations that do
not require a four-year degree, but
there will be fewer jobs for them in
the decades to come. Thus, cities
and states cannot thrive without a
high (and growing) share of  col-
lege graduates. Indiana has chosen
not to compete in that realm, and
no amount of  speechifying about
“talent attraction” can overcome
that blunt fact.
The debate about school funding

and aspirational education must
take center stage in Indiana. This
debate will involve many domains,
most especially taxes. Among poli-
cymakers in Indiana, it is a widely
held belief  that tax rates are
important influences on the loca-
tion of  firms and families. I’m
sympathetic to that view and even
shared it when I was a young econ-
omist. The problem with that opin-
ion is that there’s very little evi-
dence that it is true.
I have seen no credible study

published in the past 40 years that
finds state or local tax rates play-
ing more than a very modest role

in firm or family location deci-
sions. Instead, let me simply com-
pare manufacturing between a
low-tax and high-tax state — Indi-
ana and California.
Hoosier policymakers like to

tout Indiana’s low taxes and large
manufacturing industry. Califor-
nia taxes its manufacturing firms
at almost exactly a 50% higher rate
than does Indiana, but California’s
manufacturing industry today is
four times bigger than Indiana’s,
and it has grown 75% faster than
Indiana’s over the 21st century.
Here’s the real rub. Between 2000
and 2019, California raised taxes
on manufacturing by almost one
full percentage point, while Indi-
ana cut taxes for manufacturing.
More telling perhaps is that the

average Hoosier factory worker
produces $219,100 per year in
goods, while the average Califor-
nia factory worker produces
$337,900 per year. That is a stun-
ning difference. The reason Cali-
fornia’s factories are more produc-
tive is because they employ a 51%
higher share of  college graduates
than do Indiana factories.
There’s no way to sugarcoat it;

Indiana’s low educational attain-
ment leaves us unprepared for the
start of  the 21st century. Since
2000, and more importantly since
the end of  the Great Recession,
Indiana’s economy has underper-
formed in every important meas-
ure when compared to the nation.
We are well behind in productivity,
educational attainment, popula-
tion growth and personal income.
Sadly, we are getting relatively
worse in all these categories.
Indiana’s strategy of  cutting

taxes may have been desirable in
1975, but the needs of  families and
businesses have changed. Today,
the type of  employers Indiana des-
perately needs are choosing places
with dense numbers of  college
graduates and a strong pipeline of
educated workers. In turn, those
desirable workers overwhelmingly
locate in communities with a high
quality of  life, which above all else
means high-performing, well-fund-
ed schools.
It’s time we all have the intellec-

tual courage to admit that Indiana
competes poorly on the factors that
drive population and employment
growth in the 21st century. We also
need the courage not to accept it.

••••••••••
Hicks is the director of  the Center

for Business and Economic
Research and the George and
Frances Ball Distinguished Profes-
sor of  Economics in the Miller Col-
lege of  Business at Ball State Uni-
versity. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.

Indiana competes poorly
Michael
J. Hicks

Guest
Editorial

It appears
that the
majority
only seeks
a literal

interpretation
of the

Constitution
when it suits
conservative
justices’

political or
religious
beliefs.
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Continued from page 8
The winner of  the FRHS/St.

John’s game will advance to play
the winner of  a semifinal game
between No. 4 seed Perry and
No. 7 seed New Bremen for the
sectional championship at 5 p.m.
May 19. (Fort Recovery would be
on the road regardless of  its
opponent.)
Champions advance to the dis-

trict tournament at Coldwater.

Hemmelgarn wins two
WINCHESTER — Maria Hem-

melgarn earned a pair of  victo-
ries Monday, but the Jay County
junior high track teams each lost
to host Driver.
Hemmelgarn led the way for

the Patriot girls as she won the
100-meter hurdles and 200 hur-
dles. Also adding victories were
Alexis Sibray in the 800 run,
Ariel Beiswanger in the 100

dash, Ava Raines in the shot put
and Amelia Heath in the discus.
Two of  the three victories for

the Jay County boys came in
field events, with Austin Carter
winning the shot put and Kaiden
Castillo taking the discus. Creed
Beiswanger added a win for the
Patriots in the 100 dash.

PJL plays ball
Portland Junior League got

its season underway Monday
with several games, including
an 8-5 win for Portland Opti-
mist over Homestead Bedding
in Rookie softball. Also, All
Circuit Electrical defeated Jay
County Monuments 12-4 in
Major softball and Portland
Kiwanis defeated Lions Club
10-9 in baseball.
Brinley Steed's three hits,

including a double, and three

runs led the win for Portland
Optimists. Lizzie Miller added
two doubles and two runs.
Carley Trinidad pitched All

Circuit to its win with eight
strikeouts and she also had a
triple, a double and two sin-
gles.
Benson Armstrong hit a

home run and a triple for
Kiwanis as he drove in five
runs and scored once.

Roundup ...

Continued from page 1
The woman is accused of  for-

gery and identity theft after she
allegedly used an alias to pur-
chase the 2007 Ford Edge.
She had previously been

accused of  permitting or facili-
tating escape in the first degree.
Vicky White, who was an

assistant director of  corrections

for Lauderdale County, allegedly
helped Casey White escape April
29 when she said she was taking
him to a mental health evalua-
tion. 
She then claimed to have

dropped White off  and was tak-
ing the rest of  the day because
she was not feeling well.
Investigators later learned

that no mental health evalua-
tion had been scheduled.
Marshals said that if  White was

using a second — or third or fourth
— alias, it would hamper their abil-
ity to track the two down. She is
also believed to have a large
amount of  money after she sold
her house shortly before the
escape.

“She had two false IDs that we’re
aware of, and I wouldn’t be shocked
if  she had additional or new ones
now,” Lauderdale County Sheriff
Rick Singleton told CNN on Mon-
day.
Vicky White, 56, and Casey

White, 38, had developed a roman-
tic relationship around 2020, the
sheriff  said.

Escapee ...

Continued from page 2
Damage is estimated

between $5,000 and $10,000.
Both vehicles were towed.

Pole hit
A Pennville teen struck a

pole with the vehicle she
was driving on Indiana 1
about 1:50 p.m. Sunday.
Zoey L. Shaneyfelt, 16,

told Jay County Sheriff ’s
Office she was driving
south on Indiana 1 when
she noticed another car

cross the center line. She
told police she had to leave
the road to avoid a collision.
The 2003 Chadillac
Escalade she was driving
went off  the west side of
the road and struck a utili-
ty pole. The pole snapped
and fell over, and the vehi-
cle stopped on its side.
Damage is estimated

between $25,000 and $50,000.

Lost control
A Bryant man lost con-

trol of  his vehicle while
driving on county road 50
West and went into a ditch
about 11:13 p.m. Thursday.
Andrew N. Brinkerhoff,

19, was driving south on
the road just south of  coun-
ty road 900 North when his
vehicle drove through a
patch of  high water,
according to a Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office report. He
lost control of  his 2015 Ford
Fusion, and it spun into a
ditch.

His vehicle was towed,
with damage estimated
between $10,000 and
$25,000.

Intersection collision
A Portland man turned

his vehicle into the car a
Pennville woman was driv-
ing at the intersection of
county roads 200 West and
200 North about 7:15 p.m.
Friday.
Zavier A. Lee, 25, Port-

land, was stopped at the

intersection. Lee told Jay
County Sheriff ’s Office he
didn’t look both ways and
turned the 2018 Chevrolet
Malibu he was driving
south onto county road 200
West, crashing into a
southbound 2012 Nissan
Altima driven by 18-year-
old Kya L. Staton of  Pen-
nville. 
Damage is estimated

between $10,000 and
$25,000. Both vehicles were
towed.

Deer hit
A Portland man’s vehi-

cle struck a deer on Indi-
ana 67 about 10:22 p.m. Sat-
urday.
Ricky W. Dennis, 63, was

driving southwest on the
highway just north of
county road 125 South
when a deer ran in front of
his 2007 Dodge Caliber. He
couldn’t avoid hitting the
animal, causing between
$2,500 and $5,000 in esti-
mated damage.

Continued from page 2
In other business,

council members Bivens,
Tom Johnson, Kevin
Hamilton and Christy
Curts, absent Bryan Jes-
sup:
•Heard council will

have an executive session
at 6 p.m. May 23 with
Dunkirk Industrial
Development Corpora-
tion, with its regularly
scheduled meeting to fol-
low at 7 p.m.
•Again discussed that

the city will need to pass
a resolution addressing
the alley that splits prop-
erty owned by Tammy
Uhrick at 368 E. High St.
He learned there was an
ordinance passed in 1984
that vacated a non-exist-
ing alley nearby — it was
likely meant to vacate the
alley splitting Uhrick’s
property — and attrib-
uted it to a scrivener’s
error.
•Heard from multiple

members of  the public,
including: Kenci Grayson
of  Live in Joy, who
expressed that she and
Bizy Dips owner Hannah
Long’s interest to get
involved with the com-
munity; Randy Murphy,
who was recently
appointed to Dunkirk
Park Board; and rural
Hartford City resident
John Bartlett, who is run-
ning for District 33 state
representative in the gen-
eral election against
Incumbent J.D. Prescott.
•Were notified by Rob-

bins that work on six
streets scheduled to be
paved — they were paid
for through a Community
Crossings grant — will be
finished by the end of  the
week.
•Heard from water

department superintend-
ent Dace Mumbower the
city will be flushing
hydrants between 8 a.m.
and 2 p.m. the week of
May 23 to 27.

Capsule Reports

Loan ...

By LAURA KING
and JAWEED KALEEM
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service
ZHYTOMYR, Ukraine — Rus-

sia’s ambitions to overtake
southern Ukraine appeared to
grow Tuesday as authorities
reported the use of  hypersonic
missiles on the Black Sea city of
Odesa and Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy called on
world powers to break a Russian
blockade of  his nation’s ports.
Ukraine said firefighters were

battling blazes in Odesa early
Tuesday after seven missiles
struck targets including a shop-
ping center and a warehouse,
killing at least one person and
injuring five. Video posted on
Facebook by the Ukrainian
army showed rescue groups sur-
rounded by smoking rubble.
Sergey Bratchuk, a

spokesman for the Odesa
regional military, said in an
update that a separate strike by
three Kinzhal hypersonic mis-
siles had also hit “tourism” loca-
tions in Odesa.
The Kinzhal is more destruc-

tive than conventional missiles
because its speed — several

times that of  sound — enables it
to better evade anti-missile sys-
tems. Its use on Odesa could not
be verified, though Russia first
claimed to unleash the new
weapons in March on targets in
western Ukraine.
Citing the key role that Odesa,

in the southwest near Moldova,
plays in the global agricultural
trade, Zelenskyy said in a video
address that shortages of  grain
exports were bound to get worse
if  attacks continued and West-
ern powers did not put an end to
the Russian blockade of  Ukrain-
ian ports. Nations around the
world depend heavily on grain
from the fertile Black Sea
region, which some call the
“breadbasket of  Europe.”

“For the first time in decades
there is no usual movement of
the merchant fleet, no usual
port functioning in Odesa. Prob-
ably this has never happened in
Odesa since World War II,”
Zelenskyy said.
“Without our agricultural

exports, dozens of  countries in
different parts of  the world are
already on the brink of  food
shortages. And over time, the
situation can become downright
terrible.”
On the other side of  Ukraine,

in the southeast, officials said
today that Russian attacks con-
tinued to hit the port city of
Mariupol, where dramatic
scenes have unfolded in the last
week of  civilians rescued from a

vast steelworks where they and
a group of  fighters were shelter-
ing.
Petro Andryushchenko, an

adviser to the mayor, said on
Telegram that he believed 100
people remained in the Azovstal
steel complex’s underground
tunnels. Andryushchenko said
that the area was still under fire
today.
The situation in the plant has

been hard to ascertain even for
Ukrainian authorities, who in
earlier days said they believed
all or most civilians had been
evacuated.
Mariupol, under near-total

Russian control, was the site
Monday of  a Russian military
observation of  Victory Day, a
Russian holiday marking the
Soviet triumph over Nazis dur-
ing World War II.
Some analysts had predicted

that Russian President
Vladimir Putin, who presided
over a highly orchestrated cele-
bration in Moscow complete
with military marches and
music, would use the occasion
to declare all-out war on
Ukraine. Instead, he lashed out
against the North Atlantic

Treaty Organization and the
U.S., saying Russia was respond-
ing to “aggression” by Western
powers.
In Mariupol, Andryushchenko

said that while Russian troops
held celebratory exercises in the
city, “no excitement or joy on
the street was particularly
noticeable. … Something went
wrong with the holiday because
Mariupol is Ukraine, not
Moscow.”
With Moscow having declared

victory over Mariupol — which
would give it one piece of  a
desired land corridor linking
Russian, Crimea and western
Ukraine — and military gains
somewhat stalled along the east-
ern Donbas battlefront, Ameri-
can and British military ana-
lysts say attacks on Odesa and
the west could increase as a way
to lure Ukrainian firepower
from the east.
In the nation’s northeast

around Kharkiv, which has been
under near-daily assault since
the beginning of  the war but
remains in Ukrainian control, a
local leader said today that bod-
ies were still being recovered
from attacks in March.

AFPGetty Images/Tribune News Service/Ishara S. Kodikara

Demonstration clash
Demonstrators and government supporters clash outside the official residence of Sri Lanka's Prime Minister

Mahinda Rajapaksa, in Colombo on Monday.

Russian missiles pound Odesa
Zelenskyy calls for

world powers to break
blockade of Ukrainian ports



CLASSIFEDS
CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 
Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

50 RUMMAGE SALES

GARAGE SALE 8809 N
Center Street,
Bryant/New Corydon, IN.
9am-4pm. 13-14 and 27-
28 Antiques: doors,
Desks, Furniture, Text
tiles, Hand tools, Gener-
ator, Unused paint cans.  

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

BANNERS
40” x 13”

BUY ONE FOR 
$695

GET ONE FOR 
$350

Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY
Custom sizes available.

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what

you might find in

The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a

new home, to a new

job,

the Classifieds deliv-

er!

Go to thecr.com 

or call  

260-726-8141

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304

Open daily from 9am-6pm
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DOUBLE RING PUBLIC
AUCTION

Saturday, May 14th
Both rings start at

11AM
Located: Bricker Auction

Gallery at 414 N
Meridian St. Portland, IN 

Room 1
Small Animal Auction
Chickens, Turkeys,

Ducks, Peacocks, Rab-
bits, Etc.  Farm Equip-
ment and Farm Related

Items.
Room 2

Sportsman Consignment
Auction

Guns, Ammo, Reloading
Equipment, Knives,

Fishing, and other out-
door items!

Call Chad for commis-
sion rates and to con-
sign! A background

check will be ran for all
firearms purchased day

of auction. 
www.brickerauctioncom-

pany.com
Cell: 260-703-0839 
Tel:  260-251-4445

Chad Bricker-Auctioneer
AU11600027  

E & M BLACKSMITH
SHOP

11th Annual 
Consignment Auction 
Saturday, June 4, 2022 

8:30 a.m.
2404W 350S, Berne, IN
Horses; Ponies; Horse-
Drawn Machinery; Pro-
duce Equipment; Bug-
gies; Harness Carts;
New Tack Saddles;

Shop Tools; Lawn/Gar-
den Tools; Sausage
Grinder/Stuffers;

New/Used Furniture;
Washing Machines; Hay,

Straw, Firewood. 
Accepting consignments
every evening that week 
from 4pm-8pm and all

day 
Thursday, June 2nd/Fri-
day, June 3rd from 7am-

8pm.
Call 260-589-2743

Leave message to con-
sign horses.
Auctioneers 

John P. Troyer 
AU10900141 

Also with J. S. Auctions 
AU10700049 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located in the Bubp
Exhibition Hall at Jay
County Fairgrounds,

Portland, IN
Saturday Morning

MAY 14, 2022 AT 10:00
A.M.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD AND COLLEC-

TORS ITEMS 
Whirlpool refrigerator
with ice and water;

Frigidaire stove;  Hot-
point gas stove;

Frigidaire upright freez-
er; Vintaj Bigkuk

embossing and shape
cutting machine; Steve
McClung painting; ;

LARGE COLLECTION
OF CROCKS AND
JUGS TO INCLUDE
RED WING AND BEE
STING WITH VARIOUS
SIZES OF CROCKS UP
TO 30 GALLON.    THIS
IS A NICE OFFERING
OF CROCKS AND

JUGS; cream can; milk
can; road signs; John
Deere weather vane;
cuckoo clocks; ; small
cider press; metal table
with 2 chairs; bird bath;
wishing wheel; trellis
with swing; and many
other items not listed. 
BOAT - MOWER -

TOOLS
Wards Sea King alu-

minum fishing boat with
trailer; Evinrude Fleet-
Twin motor; trolling

motor; John Deere 400
garden tractor with 60”
deck, 3 point, and 1140
hours; and many other

items not listed.
GORDON & HARRIET
HUTSON, Deceased
By Jeff & Melissa Hall

Loy Auction
AC#31600027 
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons AU10700085 

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, MAY 14, 2022

TIME 10:00 A.M. 
LOCATED: Sapphire’s
Reception Center –

1100 West Votaw Street,
Portland, IN
ANTIQUES 

Appenzeller’s bookstore
sign from Redkey, Indi-
ana; Redkey Caar can-
ning company advertis-
ing photos; Redkey
glass petroleum can

w/metal jacket; Dunn &
Friman bottle, Portland,
In.; (2) high back wing
chairs; other collectible
signed canvas paintings
and artwork; silhouettes;

arrowheads.
FURNITURE

Full size poster bed,
complete; full size bed,
complete; (2) half beds
complete; (2) 10 drawer

highboy dressers. ;
Cane glass top patio set
w/4 chairs, patio lounge

set; collectible 33
records.

RIDING MOWER
SNOW BLOWER &

MISC.
JD 240 riding mower;
Toro 8 hp. 24” snow

blower; 42” lawn sweep-

er; DeWalt 6’ and 8’
Fiberglass stepladders;
16’ wooden ext. ladder;
shop and hand tools.
Partial listing, very

clean, weel-kept high-
quality auction.

CHECK OUT AUC-
TIONZIP FOR PHOTOS 
OWNER: RALPH E.
HAMON JR. ESTATE 
BY: SANDY KIRBY,

EXECTOR
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE 
AC31800004 

AUCTIONEERS 
Zane Shawver 
AU10500168 
260-729-2229

Pete D. Shawver  
AU19700040 
260-726-5587 

More Photos available at
www.auctionzip.com &
www.auctionsoft.com 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

HELP WANTED CITY OF
PORTLAND Position:
Waste Water Department
– Distribution Service Per-
son
The City of Portland is
accepting applications for
the position of Waste
Water Department Distri-
bution and Maintenance
Person.  Minimum job
requirements are high
school diploma or its
equivalent.  A CDL B
license or greater or able
to obtain such license in a
reasonable amount of
time. 
Application and job
description are available at
Clerk Treasurer’s Office at
City Hall, 321 N. Meridian
Street, Portland, Indiana
47371, 8:00 AM to 4:30
PM Monday, May 9 thru
Thursday, May 13, 2022.
No applications will be
accepted after 4:00 p.m.
on Friday, May 13, 2022.
The City of Portland is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The Com-
mercial Review at 260-
726-8141 for more infor-
mation. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 
TWO-BEDROOM
APARTMENT 712 N
Main, Dunkirk.
Stove/refrigerator fur-
nished. Total electric.
$400 plus deposit. 765-
748-2379. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

READ  THE
CR THEN
RECYCLE

THE 
CLASSFIEDS

Find it 
Buy It
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141 

 Visit Us At:  thecr.com

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED 130 MISC. FOR SALE 200 FOR RENT

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located in the Bubp Exhibition Hall at the Jay County Fairgrounds, 

Portland Indiana on Saturday Morning

MAY 14, 2022
10:00 A.M.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS - OLD AND COLLECTORS ITEMS 
Whirlpool refrigerator with ice and water; Frigidaire stove;  Hotpoint gas stove;
Maytag washer & dryer; Frigidaire upright freezer; Lazy Boy lift chair; reclining
sofa; wing back chair; Oak lamp stands; Oak coffee table; lift top desk; Sony
flat screen TV; full size bed with matching night stand; recliner; chair; pull out
sofa; Dynex flat screen TV; table with 2 extra boards and 6 chairs; Litton
microwave; Vintaj Bigkuk embossing and shape cutting machine; full size bed
with matching night stand; glider rocker; sleeper sofa;  parlor lamp; Magnavox
Blue Ray disc player;  Magnavox VHS/DVD player; Steve McClung painting;
small kitchen cabinet; LARGE COLLECTION OF CROCKS AND JUGS TO
INCLUDE RED WING AND BEE STING WITH VARIOUS SIZES OF
CROCKS UP TO 30 GALLON.    THIS IS A NICE OFFERING OF CROCKS
AND JUGS; cream can; milk can; road signs; John Deere weather vane; cuckoo
clocks; washboards; thermometers; zinc lids; pretzel jars; oil lamps; glass water
jugs; salt crocks; butter press; marbles; wood Coca Cola cases; several pieces of
porcelain and granite to include coffee pots and pans; Coca Cola trays; apple
peeler; cherry pitter; flour sifter; few pieces of Roseville Pottery; old kitchen
utensils; egg basket; kraut cutter; wood boxes; wood wagons; tricycle; small
cider press; lanterns; lemon squeezers; milk box; SIGNS:   Pepsi, John Deere, IH,
and beer brands to name a few; metal muffin pan; metal corn bread pan;  wicker
porch swing; wicker rocker; wicker table; pictures; lamps; books; bookshelf; Mr.
Coffee; Miracle Blade knife set; Cooks stand mixer; plasticware; cookware;
crock pots; small kitchen appliances; Corelle dishes, service for 12; Bissell carpet
cleaner; mirrors; wood bar stools; Craft items to include yarn, thread, etc; 2
drawer file cabinet; HP printer; Canon printer; several Seraphim angels; dolls;
plant stand; luggage; fans; steins; wood animals; bedding; linens; towels; baking
pans; utensils; flatware; hand mixer; bread box; 4 slice toaster; George Foreman
grill;  45’s; office chair; 3 wheel aluminum walker; Bissell Little Green machine;
school desk; coolers; trash cans;  pet cages; metal table with 2 chairs; bird bath;
wishing wheel; trellis with swing; and many other items not listed.

BOAT - MOWER - TOOLS
Wards Sea King aluminum fishing boat with trailer; Evinrude FleetTwin motor;
trolling motor; John Deere 400 garden tractor with 60” deck, 3 point, and 1140
hours; Troy Bilt weed eater;  hose and reels; aluminum step ladder; wood step
ladder; shovels; rakes; hoes; brooms; and many other items not listed.

GORDON & HARRIET HUTSON, Deceased
By Jeff & Melissa Hall

LOY AUCTION AC#31600027
AUCTIONEERS

Gary Loy   AU 01031608    Ben Lyons   AU 10700085  
Travis Theurer   AU 11200131

CR 5-10-2022

PUBLIC AUCTION
LOCATED:  Sapphire’s Reception Center 
1100 West Votaw Street, Portland, IN

Saturday, MAY 14, 2022
10:00 A.M. 
ANTIQUES

Appenzeller’s bookstore sign from Redkey, Indiana; Redkey Caar canning
company advertising photos; Redkey glass petroleum can w/metal jacket; Dunn
& Friman bottle, Portland, In.; Redkey and other collectible canning jars and
bottles; Oriental collectibles; Homer Loughlin Currier & Ives china service for
8 and other collectible china and dishware; drop front desk; oak kitchen chair; 4
door credenza; large metal Oreo cookie; (2) high back wing chairs; kerosene
lamps; Zane Grey, Tom Swift, and Burroughs book collection; C. Bode, Crume
& Sylvia Altman signed paintings; other collectible signed canvas paintings and
artwork; silhouettes; arrowheads; goat skull and horns; settee; Silversmith
silverware; Jardinière; Lauver from Paris reproduction pieces.  Hamilton
collections statue.

FURNITURE
Full size poster bed, complete; full size bed, complete; (2) half beds complete;
(2) 10 drawer highboy dressers. (2) 3 drawer dressers; stands and end tables;
sofa table; 3 cushion sofa; 2 living room chairs; wing back chair w/foot stool;
oval dining room table w/6chairs; glass door hutch; 4 drawer buffet; floor and
table lamps; wicker laundry hampers; 2drawer filing cabinets; towels and linens;
NAD sound system/speakers; globe; Samsung 30” flat screen tv; Frigidaire
upright mini freezer; wooden tv trays; small kitchen appliances; hall tree; Cane
glass top patio set w/4 chairs, patio lounge set; large cd collection; collectible 33
records.

RIDING MOWER SNOW BLOWER & MISC.
JD 240 riding mower; Toro 8 hp. 24” snow blower; 42” lawn sweeper; Electric
push mower; battery powered weed eater; DeWalt 6’ and 8’ Fiberglass
stepladders; 16’ wooden ext. ladder; 2-wheel cart; lawn cart; tomato cages; ext.
cords; shop and hand tools.

PARTIAL LISTING, VERY CLEAN, 
WELL-KEPT HIGH-QUALITY AUCTION.
CHECK OUT AUCTIONZIP FOR PHOTOS 
TERMS ON PERSONAL PROPERTY:  

CASH – GOOD CHECK – CREDIT CARD
OWNER: RALPH E. HAMON JR. ESTATE 

BY: SANDY KIRBY, EXECTOR
STATEMENTS MADE SALE DAY 

TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER WRITTEN AD
SHAWVER AUCTIONEERING 

AND REAL ESTATE 
AC31800004

AUCTIONEERS
Pete D. Shawver           Zane Shawver

Lic# AU19700040         Lic# AU10500168
260-726-5587                260-729-2229

More Photos available at www.auctionzip.com 
& www.auctionsoft.com

CR 5-10-2022

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
2022 TERM

No. 38C01-2204-EU-000018
In the Matter of the 

Unsupervised Administration
of the Estate of:

DOROTHY MAE HIGH, 
Deceased

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that
Tim W. High was, on the 25th
day of April, 2022, appointed
Personal Representative of the
estate of Dorothy Mae High, de-
ceased, who died on March 16,
2022. 
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana,
this 28th day of April, 2022.
HINKLE, RACSTER &

SCHEMENAUR
121 W. High Street
Portland, IN  47371 

Attorney
Jon Eads

Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana

5-3,10-2022 - HSPAXLP
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Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Boys golf at Southern
Wells  – 4:30 p.m.; Softball vs. Southern
Wells – 5 p.m.; Baseball vs. Southern
Wells – 5 p.m.; Girls tennis at Randolph
Southern – 5 p.m.; JV softball at Southern
Wells – 5 p.m.; Junior high golf vs. Driver –
4:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball vs. Ver-
sailles – 5 p.m.; Softball at Versailles – 5

p.m.; Track in Midwest Athletic Conference
Championships at Minster –  4:30 p.m.; JV
baseball at Versailles – 5 p.m.; JV softball
at Minster – 5 p.m.

Wednesday
Jay County — Girls tennis vs. Bluffton –

5 p.m.; Baseball at Bluffton – 5 p.m.; Soft-
ball at Bluffton – 5 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Softball vs. New Bre-
men – 5 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

6:40 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
Milwaukee Brewers at Cincinnati Reds
(Bally Indiana)

7:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Eastern
Conference semifinals – Philadelphia
76ers at Miami Heat (TNT)

8 p.m. — Tennis: Italian Open (Bally
Indiana)

10 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Western Con-

ference semifinals – Dallas Mavericks at
Phoenix Suns (TNT)

Wednesday
7 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Eastern Con-

ference semifinals – Milwaukee Bucks at
Boston Celtics (TNT)

7 p.m. — NHL playoffs: Pittsburgh Pen-
guins at New York Rangers (ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — NHL playoffs: Washington
Capitals at Florida Panthers (ESPN2)

9:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Western
Conference semifinals – Golden State War-
riors at Memphis Grizzlies (TNT)

9:30 p.m. — NHL playoffs: Nashville
Predators at Colorado Avalanche (ESPN)

Local notes
Boomer registration is open

Registration is now open for Jay Com-
munity Center’s Boomer T-Ball and Coach
Pitch.

The program is open to boys and girls
ages 3 through 6. Games will be played
Saturdays at Portland Junior League fields.

Cost is $55 before Monday, and regis-
tration includes t-shirt, hat and practice
ball. Multiple child discounts are available.

For more information, contact Jay Com-
munity Center at (260) 726-6477.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
Ridgemont (9-8) would come

up with single tallies in the sec-
ond and fourth innings, but
Homan silenced them other-
wise. She retired the side in
order in the odd-numbered
innings and got some help on a
4-6 putout from shallow right
field when Brooke Nelson tried
to stretch a leadoff  single into a
double.
Meanwhile, Ava Grisez sin-

gled, stole second base,
advanced to third on a ground
out and took home on a dropped

third strike in the second
inning. A couple of  walks and a
Cali Wendel single led to two
runs for the Tribe in the third
and Wendel singled and scored
in the sixth before Chloey
Grisez provided the exclama-
tion point. The shortstop oblit-
erated a pitch from Ridgemont’s
Hallie Howard, smashing a no-
doubt home run just to the left
of  the Tribe fans sitting on the
hill beyond the fence in left-cen-
ter field.
“Chloey Grisez, she came up

big tonight,” said Thien. “She

had … a big home run to kind of
seal the game for us there at the
end.”
Grisez finished 3-for-4 with

two runs and an RBI while
Guggenbiller was 2-for-3 with
two RBIs and a run.
Wendel also finished 2-for-3

with an RBI and a run.
“We’ve been working with her

on her swing, just kind of  hit-
ting right back up the middle,
just to cut down on the strike-
outs,” said Thien. “I’m really
glad to see her bouncing back
after that first one. She hit two

line drives right back up the
middle.”
Homan, who handled the last

out on her own on a bouncer
back up the middle, went the
distance while striking out two
and not allowing a walk. Only
one of  the two runs against her
was earned.
Fort Recovery’s last sectional

title came in 2018 with a 10-2 win
over Perry. The Indians lost 9-2
to Lincolnview last season and
8-6 in 2019 to Marion Local, both
in sectional title games. (The
2020 season was canceled

because of  the coronavirus pan-
demic.)
The Tribe is hoping to end

that drought Thursday, having
edged Marion Local 6-5 in their
Midwest Athletic Conference
meeting April 19.
“Our approach is going to be

just to try to lay off  that rise ball
… play small ball again and
hope our pitchers can come
through and the defense can
hold them to a low-scoring
game,” said Thien. “I don’t fore-
see it being a high-scoring
game.”

No rust ...
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JCHS baseball knocks
off the visiting Bearcats,
see Local roundup below

Jay County netters
will host Bluffton,
see Sports on tap

NEW CASTLE — The
Patriots got a look at
their first-round section-
al opponent.
They walked away feel-

ing good about their
chances for a tournament
victory.
Jay County High

School’s softball team
racked up seven second-
inning runs as they dom-
inated the New Castle
Trojans 16-5 in five
innings Monday. 
The teams will meet

again in the opening
round of  the Class 3A
Sectional 24 tournament
at Delta. (The Patriots’
last tournament win
came in 2015.)
JCHS also split games

Saturday in tournament
action at Elwood, defeat-
ing Southwood 12-1 in
five innings and losing 5-
1 to the host Panthers.
Jay County (8-6) never

trailed, scoring twice in
its first at-bat before its
big second inning. It tal-
lied three runs in the
fifth to end the game
early.
Tricia Ison smacked a

pair of  doubles as she
drove in six runs and
scored twice for the
Patriots. Jaelynn Lykins
and Olivia Bright both
went deep for JCHS while
also scoring three times
and driving in two runs.
Lykins was 4-for-4 with

four runs and an RBI in
Saturday’s win over
Southwood. Jozey Shimp
drove in three runs and
Mady Fraley scored three
times.

Pearson strong
Dusty Pearson kept the

Muncie Central bats
quiet Monday as the Jay
County baseball team
picked up a 5-1 victory
over the Bearcats.
Pearson gave up an

unearned run in the top
of  the first inning before
silencing Muncie Central
over the next five frames
as he struck out six bat-
ters en route to the win.
The Patriots pulled even
in the third inning and

took the lead with four
runs in the fifth.
Gavin Myers, who

closed the game on the
mound with a pair of
strikeouts in the seventh
inning, hit a solo home
run for JCHS (8-5). Sam
Myers had a single, two
walks, a run and an RBI.

FR tops Cards
NEW BREMEN, Ohio

— Landon Post and Mar-
cus Gaerke each had two
hits Monday as the Fort
Recovery baseball team
knocked off  the New Bre-
men Cardinals 5-3.
The victory came a day

after the tournament
pairings were
announced, with FRHS
and New Bremen as
potential sectional cham-
pionship opponents.
Post was 2-for-3 with a

double, two RBIs and a
run to lead the Indians (9-
8, 4-4 Midwest Athletic
Conference) on Monday.
Gaerke had two hits, a
run and an RBI.
Troy Homan got the

win as he gave up three
runs in 5 2/3 innings.
Fort Recovery scored all
of  its five runs before
New Bremen got on the
board with three in the
bottom of  the sixth
inning.

Bilbrey 2nd twice
BLUFFTON — Gabi

Bilbrey finished second
in both throwing events
as the Jay County track
teams competed in the
delayed Allen County
Athletic Conference
Championships on Mon-
day at Bluffton.
The Patriot girls fin-

ished fifth in the seven-
team field at the meet
that was originally
scheduled for Friday but
was postponed because

of  inclement weather.
The boys placed sixth.
Bilbrey paced the JCHS

girls as she was the run-
ner-up in the discus and
shot put. The team of
Natalie Wehrly, Makinsey
Murphy, Jenna Dues and
Kylie Klopfenstein was
second in the 4x100-meter
relay.
Freshman Morgan

DeHoff  was third in the
long jump.
Isaac Kunkler was the

top athlete for the boys
team, placing third in the
110 hurdles and 300 hur-
dles.

JC dates released
The schedule for the

Class 3A Sectional 24
baseball tournament, in
which Jay County opens
against host Yorktown,
has been announced.
The Patriots will play

the second of  a pair of
opening-round games at
7:30 p.m. May 25. The
other opening-round
game will pit New Castle
against Hamilton
Heights at 5:30 p.m.
The winners of  those

games will move on to
play each other in the
semifinal round at 5:30
p.m. May 27. The other
semifinal game between
Delta and Guerin
Catholic, which both
drew first-round byes,
will follow.
Teams will then get a

couple of  days off  before
returning for the champi-
onship at 5:30 p.m. May
30.

Tribe draw set
Fort Recovery’s base-

ball team will be on the
road for the sectional
tournament as it was
slated as the No. 8 seed in
the Coldwater District
when the brackets were
set Sunday.
The Indians will open

sectional play on the road
against sixth-seeded St.
John’s at 5 p.m. May 17.
They lost 7-3 to the Blue
Jays in their regular-sea-
son meeting last month.
See Roundup page 5

Patriots pound NC
Local
roundup

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
FORT RECOVERY

— The Indians had not
been on the field in a week.
A late arrival by their

opponent pushed their sec-
tional semifinal start time
back by about 40 minutes.
When they finally got on

the field, they were ready.
Jackie Homan sat down

the Ridgemont Golden
Gophers in order in the
first inning and Emma
Will’s bunt single to lead
off  the bottom of  the
frame started a streak of
seven consecutive batters
reaching base.
Fort Recovery High

School’s softball team
jumped out to a 3-0 lead
Monday and stayed in con-
trol throughout an 8-2 vic-
tory over Ridgemont to
earn a sectional champi-
onship berth.
“It wasn’t just being off

for a week, it was then we
get out here and they push
the game back,” said
FRHS coach Ryan Thien,
whose team hung out
around the dugout waiting
for Ridgemont to arrive. “I
did not know what to
expect. …
“They were loose. But

sometimes when we play
loose we play good and
sometimes when we play
loose we don’t play so
good. 
“I’m real proud of  the

girls, just their dedication
to it this week.”
The fourth-seeded Tribe

advances to host Thurs-
day’s sectional champi-
onship game against Mari-

on Local. The No. 7 seed
Flyers blanked fifth-seed-
ed St. Henry 4-0 in their
sectional semifinal game
Monday. 
Because of  inclement

weather that canceled a
visit to Versailles, a home
game against New Bremen
and the Strikeout of  Can-
cer Tournament at Cold-

water, the Indians had not
played since their 11-0 loss
to Arcanum a week earlier.
They had not won a game
since their 16-1 clobbering
of  Jackson Center on
April 23.
But after the quick top

of  the first inning, Will
dropped a bunt down the
third base line and sprint-

ed to beat out the throw
from third baseman Whit-
ney Bailey by half  a step.
Chloey Grisez followed
with a single to center
field.
After a Sophie Pearson

grounder led to Will being
retired at third base,
Homan singled to right
field and Grisez came

around to score on an
errant throw. Maddie
Guggenbiller then
smacked a two-run single
to center that gave the
Indians the only runs they
would need.
“I was very proud of

them after the first inning
because generally it’s hard
to come up off  that when

you’re down,” said Ridge-
mont coach Kim Bailey,
whose team lost 11-2 to
FRHS in last season’s sec-
tional opener. “They
pulled it together and
defense looked good the
second inning on. I just
wish it would have started
out that way.”

See No Rust page 7

No rust despite rest

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Brooke Nelson of Ridgemont loses her helmet after Fort Recovery High School shortstop Chloey Grisez tagged her
out in the sixth inning of Monday’s sectional semifinal game. Nelson was trying to stretch her fly-ball single into a double, but
Tribe second baseman Cali Wendel threw her out from shallow right field.

After week off, delayed start, Fort Recovery jumps on top early
en route to earning a berth in Thursday’s sectional championship


