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Jerome Schwieterman,
83, Portland

Details on page 2.

Jay County’s high tempera-
ture climbed to 88 degrees
Wednesday. The low was 55.

Tonight’s low will be in the
low 60s. Expect sunny skies
Friday with a high of  83. The
high will be in the 80s again
Saturday with rain and thun-
derstorms possible.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Jay County is rated low risk
for the spread of  coronavirus
for the 11th straight week, aver-
aging less than one new case
per day thus far this month.
After recording 906 cases in
January, there were just nine in
March and 13 last month.

Over the course of  the coron-
avirus pandemic — the first
cases in Indiana were identified

in March 2020 — Jay County
has had 4,862 cases and 71
deaths.

Jay County Health Depart-
ment, 504 W. Arch St., is offer-
ing free COVID-19 test kits.
They are also available at the
city/town offices in Dunkirk,
Pennville, Portland, Redkey and
Salamonia. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 726-8080.

Deaths Weather In review
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A time to honor

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

A run to remember Indiana
veterans will again give Jay
County the opportunity to honor
one of  its own.

The opening day of  Indiana’s
Run for the Fallen on Friday will
conclude at Freedom Park early
Friday evening with an Honor
and Remember flag being pre-
sented to Julie Swoveland in
recognition of  her son Andrew.

“It feels good that he’s going to
be honored,” said Swoveland. “I
think it’s very important for us
to support our veterans.”

Andrew, who died Oct. 20,
served in the United States
Marine Corps from 2005 to ’10,
reaching the rank of  corporal.
He served tours in both Iraq and
Afghanistan.

He attended boot camp at the
Marine Corps Recruit Depot in
San Diego and went on to school

of  infantry training at Marine
Corps Air Ground Combat Cen-
ter Twentynine Palms in Cali-
fornia. He was first stationed in
Manama, Bahrain.

Following his tour in Iraq,
Andrew was stationed at Marine
Corps Base Camp Lejeune in
Jacksonville, North Carolina,
when he was in the U.S.

A 2004 Jay County High
School graduate, a career in the
military had been his path since
he was a child.

“He grew up wanting to serve
his country because of  stories
his grandpa told him,” said
Julie, referencing her father
Cleomis Walker, an army veter-
an who served in Germany dur-
ing World War II. “So that was
his dream.”

Following his service, Andrew
obtained a degree from Bethel
University and went on to grad-
uate from Indiana Law Enforce-

ment Academy. He served as a
Portland police officer and was
most recently a truck driver for
TJs Express.

Following his death, Julie’s
friend Norma Whitacre contact-
ed both her and Run for the Fall-
en organizer Donald Gillespie of
Portland about the possibility of
having an Honor and Remember
flag presented. (Whitacre’s step-
son Andrew, a lance corporal in
the Marine Corps, was killed in
Afghanistan in 2008. Andrew
Swoveland and Andrew
Whitacre were friends, and
Norma and Julie made a trip
together in 2010 to place flags at
Arlington National Cemetery for
Veterans Day and visit patients
at Walter Reed National Military
Medical Center.)

The Honor and Remember flag
can go to any Indiana service
member killed “as a result in
serving” during the War on Ter-

ror including Operation Iraqi
Freedom, Operation Enduring
Freedom (global war on terror)
and Operation New Dawn
(Afghanistan).

The presentation will contin-
ue a pattern of  honoring local
veterans at the conclusion of  the
first day of  the run at Freedom
Park, including Melissa Fifer-
Campofiore in 2019 and Paul
Prater last year. 

“It’s a special day every time,”
said Gillespie, who has been
involved with the run since 2015.
“Unfortunately, no one wants to
have to be honored for the mili-
tary service this way. But it’s the
least we can do for those families
so they know their child did not
die for no reason. …

“I’m glad there’s an organiza-
tion that will recognize these
individuals for the sacrifice they
did make.”

See Honor page 2
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Runners make their way south on Meridian Street, between Main and Water streets, toward Freedom Park at the
conclusion of the first day of Indiana’s Run for the Fallen on May 14, 2021. The run will make its way through Jay County
again this year, with a stop scheduled at Freedom Park just after 5 p.m. Friday. It will include the presentation of an Honor
and Remember Flag to Julie Swoveland in recognition of her son Andrew, who served in the U.S. Marine Corps.

Run for the Fallen will come through Jay again,
with flag to be presented for Swoveland on Friday

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

County employees may
see a 6% pay increase
next year.

Jay County Council
decided Wednesday to
give the OK to depart-
ment heads to factor a 6%
raise for employees into
the 2023 budget.

Raises could vary for
each department depend-
ing on pending job classi-
fication changes and
budgets are not typically
finalized until early fall.

Also Wednesday, coun-
cil agreed to eliminate the
previously set June 1
deadline for the commu-
nity to present ideas on
how to use the county’s
allocation of  American
Rescue Plan Act funds.

Jay County Personnel
Committee forwarded
several recommendations
May 4 on wage increases
for various county
employees, including
positions at Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office, Jay
County Highway Depart-
ment, Jay Emergency
Medical Service, Jay
County Health Depart-
ment and Jay County
Country Living. Consult-
ing firm Waggoner, Irwin,
Scheele & Associates
advised pay increases and
classification changes for
some jobs in those depart-
ments, as well as switch-
ing to a matrix pay scale
for the sheriff ’s office.

Consulting firm Wag-
goner, Irwin, Scheele &
Associates is still work-
ing on other components
for the county, such as
creating an official posi-
tion for chief  deputy for
Jay County Coroner’s
Office.

See Looking page 2

By LAURA KING
and DAVID PIERSON
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

LVIV, Ukraine — As Finland’s
leaders dealt him a blow by
announcing their support for
joining NATO, Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin reaffirmed
his determination to maintain
Moscow’s sway over eastern
Ukraine as Russian forces
pounded the area.

Putin, in a message released
by the Kremlin today, offered his
support to Leonid Pasechnik,
the head of  pro-Russia sepa-
ratists in the self-proclaimed
Luhansk People’s Republic, part
of  Ukraine’s eastern Donbas
region.

“I am sure that through our
joint efforts we will defend the
independence, sovereignty and
territorial integrity” of  the
Luhansk republic, Putin said, as
his war on Ukraine began its
12th week.

The Russian leader’s message

was backed by a torrent of  Russ-
ian airstrikes and artillery bar-
rages along the 300-mile-long
eastern battlefront, including on
a steel mill where the last pocket
of  Ukrainian military resistance
remains in the strategic south-
eastern port city of  Mariupol.

The fighting comes amid the
dramatic announcement by Fin-
land’s president and prime minis-
ter of  their support for joining
NATO, paving the way for an
expansion of  the U.S.-led military
alliance that Putin partially

blamed for his decision to invade
Ukraine.

Finland, a historically neutral
country that shares an 830-mile
land border with Russia, is
expected to be joined soon by
Sweden in seeking membership
in the 30-member security pact.

“NATO membership would
strengthen Finland’s security,”
President Sauli Niinisto and
Prime Minister Sanna Marin
said in a joint statement today.
“As a member of  NATO, Finland
would strengthen the entire
defense alliance. Finland must
apply for NATO membership
without delay.”

The addition of  the two Nordic
states to NATO would underscore
how badly Putin has miscalculat-
ed the world’s response to his
incursion in Ukraine, which has
failed to achieve its initial mili-
tary objectives, prompted Europe
to begin weaning itself  off  Rus-
sia’s most valuable export — fos-
sil fuels — and compelled non-
aligned states to pick sides.

Finland endorses NATO bid

Increases
discussed for
all employees
as budgeting
process starts

County
council
looking
at 6%
raises

Tribune News Service/Los Angeles Times/Wally Skalij

Fighting fire
Firefighters battle a brush fire Wednesday at

Coronado Pointe in Laguna Niguel, California. The
Coastal fire broke out Wednesday afternoon in a
canyon near the Pacific Ocean in an upscale section of
south Orange County. Hundreds of residents fled as
the flames swept into a gated community of
multimillion-dollar homes overlooking the ocean.

Putin still
standing firm

on maintaining
influence in

eastern Ukraine



Continued from page 1
The 140-mile, three-day

run will begin a bit earlier
this year at 7 a.m. Friday in
Fort Wayne and partici-

pants are scheduled to stop
at the north edge of  Port-
land at the Meridian Street
intersection with Industri-
al Park Drive at 4:51 p.m.
Friday. They will then
make their way through
the city with plans to arrive
shortly after 5 p.m. at Free-
dom Park, where the cere-
mony will be held to pres-
ent the flag to Julie.

The event will resume at
7 a.m. Saturday, with run-
ners leaving Freedom Park
at 7 a.m. and going west on
Tyson Road. They will then
make their way southwest
on Indiana 67, reaching
Redkey about 9 a.m. and
crossing into Delaware
County just before 10 a.m.
The second day will end
about 5:30 p.m. at Anderson
Memorial Cemetery.

Runners will leave
Anderson at 7:30 a.m. Sun-
day morning and are pro-
jected to arrive at Veterans
Memorial Plaza in Indi-
anapolis for the closing cer-
emony at 1:20 p.m.
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JAY COUNTY DUST 
CONTROL PROGRAM 

(400 Ft. Minimum)
Cost. .. $1.00 per foot

Must come to Jay County Highway Dept. to

2) Specify dust control location &
specify footage

3) Make payment to the
Jay County Highway Dept.

ONE APPLICATION ONLY 
DEADLINE: May 27, 2022

LAST DAY FOR PAYMENT 
PAYMENT MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE

Check or Money Orders Only
Jay County Highway Department 

1035 E 200N 
PORTLAND, INDIANA 47371

For More Information, 
call 726-8701 

Wesley Allen Iron Beds Sold Here!

Queen Sets start at $499.90
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Open M-F 9:00a-5:30p;   

1815 N Granville A

 

ville Aville Avv,  Muncie

SaturdaSaturdays10:00a-3:00pys10:00a-3:00p

www.holderbedding.net

 

ville A1815 N Granville Avv,  Muncie
765-747-8103

Today
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.,
Portland.

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Redevelopment Com-
mission, commission-
ers’ room, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay School
Board, General Shanks,

414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.,
Portland.

6:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery School Board,
conference room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................7.98
June corn ................7.98
Wheat ......................9.23

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................8.00
June corn ................8.03
July corn..................8.02

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................7.78
June corn ................7.88
Beans ......................16.03
June beans ............16.08

Wheat .................... 10.25
June wheat............ 10.25

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................7.81
Late May corn ........7.81
Beans ......................16.01
Late May beans......15.97
Wheat......................10.69

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................7.55
June corn ................7.62
Beans ......................15.89
June beans ............15.94
Wheat......................10.81

Lotteries

In 1820, nurse Flo-
rence Nightingale, who
founded trained nursing
as a profession, was born
in Florence, Italy.

In 1846, the Donner
party left Independence,
Missouri, for California.
The group would later
become trapped in the
Sierra Nevada Moun-
tains with some mem-
bers reportedly resorting
to cannibalism when
food ran out.

In 1926, Norwegian
explorer Roald Amund-
sen, American scientist
Lincoln Elsworth and
Italian engineer Umberto
Nobile made the first
undisputed flight over
the North Pole.

In 1940, the Nazi
blitzkrieg and conquest

of  France began with the
crossing of  the Muese
River.

In 1949, the Soviet
Union lifted its blockade
of  Berlin.

In 1967, the Jimi Hen-
drix Experience released
its album “Are You Expe-
rienced.”

In 1972, Pennville
High School won the
county meet at Dunkirk
with 80 points, knocking
off  runner-up Redkey by
nine. The Bulldogs’ only
winning an event came
in a new record time in
the 4x400 relay.

In 1982, Spanish
priest Juan Maria Fer-
nandez y Krohn attempt-
ed to assassinate Pope
John Paul II.

—The CR

CR almanac

83/61 81/61 80/57 73/52 71/51
Skies

should be
sunny Friday
with a high
near 83
degrees.

Mostly
sunny skies
are on the
horizon for
Tuesday, with
a high in the
low 70s.

Another
chance of
showers,
mostly in the
morning.
Partly sunny
during the
day.

There’s a
60% chance of
showers and a
thunderstorm
on Saturday.
Otherwise,
mostly cloudy.

More rain
is in the fore-
cast with a
40% chance
of showers
and thunder-
storms.

Friday
5/13

Saturday
5/14

Sunday
5/15

Monday
5/16

Tuesday
5/17

Powerball
5-7-61-63-69
Power Ball: 18
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot: $83

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $99

million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 1-3-0
Daily Four: 8-8-6-8
Evening
Daily Three: 4-4-7
Daily Four: 3-4-4-7
Quick Draw: 3-10-17-

18-26-33-41-42-45-46-48-51-
52-62-63-64-67-73-79-80

Cash 5: 9-17-21-23-24

Hoosier Lotto: 3-17-28-
40-45-46

Estimated jackpot:
$11.8 million

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 7-3-8
Pick 4: 0-8-6-8
Pick 5: 6-2-2-2-3
Evening
Pick 3: 3-6-5
Pick 4: 2-5-2-9
Pick 5: 8-0-2-2-8
Rolling Cash: 13-20-27-

30-33
Classic Lotto: 15-33-38-

40-47-49
Kicker: 1-8-8-1-6-0
Estimated jackpot:

$27.4 million

Continued from page 1
(Coroner Michael Brewster noted

the coroner’s office has used the
title of  chief  deputy for years, but
it has never been added into county
ordinance or on the pay scale.
Chief  deputy Brayden Fields is cur-
rently paid the same as other
deputy coroners.)

Houchins advised council should
take home the information and
think about it before coming to a
decision.

“(If) we are going to keep good,
quality people, that’s happy work-
ing here … we’ve got to find a way
to make (ourselves) competitive
with other counties,” said Champ.

“Like I said, I know it’s a lot of
money, we may have to make cuts
some place else to do it, but at the
end of  the day, it’s time we do this
for our people, because without …
good, dependable, experienced
employees staying, we’ll never be
the county that we should be,” he
continued.

Council member Ray Newton
added that the county is also losing
money as well when it trains
employees who leave for another
job soon after.

Also Wednesday, council agreed
to remove the deadline previously
set for American Rescue Plan Act
ideas to be submitted. Travis
Richards, executive director of  Jay
County Development Corporation,
requested council rethink their
decision made in April to require
input from the community by June
1.

Jay County has about $3.9 mil-
lion in federal American Rescue
Plan Act dollars. It’s also been
selected for the Hoosier Enduring
Legacy Program, which makes it
eligible for another $1 million
through the Indiana Office of  Com-
munity and Rural Affairs (OCRA). 

Richards presented a timeline of
the Hoosier Enduring Legacy Pro-
gram process. The first community
forum is slated for June 13, he
noted, with pathway committees
meeting through September and
the final plan due by the end of
December.

“What makes the most sense to
me is to really take the rest of  this
year and step through that plan-
ning process, figure out what are
our top priorities, and then we can
start to match those up with all the
funding streams that are out
there,” he said.

Although the county will be
removing the deadline, Parr said
the county should continue looking
into its proposed projects. (They
include options for child care,
housing, a new radio system for
local responders and a new multi-
faceted facility for Jay Emergency
Medical Service, Jay County
Health Department and Jay County
Coroner’s Office.)

Richards said someone from his
office could visit each council
meeting to provide updates on the
process. (Council members can also
be involved in the pathway commit-
tees, although none volunteered at
the meeting.)

He advised council go through a
strategic planning process to figure
out what to do with its incoming
dollars. Other large funding
streams available to the county in
the near future include dollars
from the East Central Indiana
Regional Partnership — it is a
group comprised of  eight counties
that was awarded $15 million in
December for projects across the
region — remaining economic
development dollars from Bitter
Ridge Wind Farm and about $5 mil-
lion in economic development pay-
ments that will be coming from

planned solar facilities Skycrest
Solar (Invenergy), Rose Gold Solar
(Leeward Renewable Energy) and
Sun Chief  Solar (Scout Clean Ener-
gy).

“Let’s just step back, take a deep
breath and see what comes out of
the public engagement process,” he
said.

Council agreed — Ted Champ
and Harold Towell dissenting — to
remove the June 1 deadline for
input on how to use the funds.

In other business, council mem-
bers Matt Minnich, Mike Rockwell,
Houchins, Champ, Parr, Newton
and Towell:

•OK’d Jay Circuit Court Judge
Brian Hutchison to hire two more
probation officers. (Because of  an
employee’s retirement falling in
June, the office would have one
more probation officer than usual
for about a month during training.
It won’t require an additional
appropriation, Hutchison noted.)

•Made the following additional
appropriations: $15,000 to replace
parts for an excavator used by Jay
County Surveyor’s Office; $12,310 to
install a new air conditioning unit
at Purdue Extension Office of  Jay
County; $12,250 to the surveyor’s
office to cover the increased price
for a previously budgeted truck;
$5,000 in grant dollars from Indiana
Arts Commission, which covered
the cost of  post cards distributed to
homes in Jay County to gather
input from the community during
the HELP process; $1,000 for
refunds of  adult probation fees;
$2,000 for doctors and psychiatrists
hired for Jay Circuit Court; $1,000
in grant funds for Jay County
Health Department to purchase a
fridge, a computer monitor and
some laptop cases; $800 for health
insurance at Jay County Health
Department.

Jerome
Schwieterman

Feb. 19, 1939-May 11, 2022
Jerome "Jerry" H. Schwieter-

man, 83, of  Portland, Indiana,
passed away peacefully on
Wednesday, May 11, 2022, at his
home.

He was born on Feb. 19, 1939,
in Jay County, Indiana, to the
late Anthony and Anna
(Braun) Schwieterman.

Jerry is survived by his wife
of  62 years, Ilene (Gettinger)
Schwieterman, whom he mar-
ried on May 7, 1960; his chil-
dren, Randy (Deb) Schwieter-

man of  Mel-
bourne, Florida,
Mike (Karen)
Schwieterman of
Fort Recovery,
Lisa (Steve)
Wood of  Port-
land, Joe (Angie)
Schwieterman of
Leo, Indiana,
Tina (Dale) Easton of  Fort
Recovery, Steve (Jennifer)
Schwieterman of  Portland,
and Paul (Andrea) Schwieter-
man of  Bluffton, Indiana; his
36 grandchildren; and his 31
great-grandchildren.

In addition to his parents,

Jerry was preceded in death by
his sister, Thelma King.

Jerry was a 1957 graduate of
Fort Recovery High School.
Shortly after he graduated, he
joined the U.S. Army National
Guard until he was honorably
discharged in 1964 with the
rank sergeant.

Jerry was a lifelong farmer
in Jay County and enjoyed col-
lecting a variety of  religious
photos. He was a member of
Mary Help of  Christians
Catholic Church and the Fort
Recovery Knights of  Colum-
bus.

A Mass of  Christian Burial

will take place at 10 a.m. on
Saturday, May 14, 2022, at Mary
Help of  Christians Catholic
Church, Fort Recovery, with Fr.
Mike Kapolka officiating. Bur-
ial, with military honors con-
ducted by the Fort Recovery
American Legion, will follow
in St. Marys Cemetery in Fort
Recovery.

Guests may visit with Jerry's
family on Friday, May 13, 2022,
from 3 to 7 p.m. and again on
Saturday from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m.
at Brockman Boeckman Funer-
al Home in Fort Recovery. The
Fort Recovery Knights of
Columbus will lead a prayer

service at the funeral home
beginning at 6:45 p.m. on Fri-
day.

Condolences may be shared
with the family by visiting
brockmanboeckmanfh.com.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those
with a connection to our cover-
age area free of  charge. They
include the name, city of  resi-
dence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only
from funeral homes or mortu-
ary services.

Obituaries

SERVICES
Today

Staci, Williams: 6 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Saturday
Schwieterman, Jerome: 10

a.m.,  Mary Help of Christians
Catholic Church, 403 Sharpsburg
Road, Fort Recovery.

Anderson, Clark: noon,
Walker & Glancy Funeral Home,
109 W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

Schwieterman

Looking ...

Honor ...
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792. 

AMERICAN LEGION
AUXILIARY POST 211
— Will meet at 6 p.m.
Thursday, May 12, at the
American Legion Post, 211
W. Walnut St., Portland.

INDIANA UNIVERSITY

HEALTH JAY HOSPITAL
OSTOMY SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month in Indiana
University Health Jay
Hospital Conference Room
B. The group is for ostomy
and intestinal diversion
patients and their friends
and family to offer mutual
support and learn about
the latest products and
information. 

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Thursday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

JAY COUNTY TRAILS
CLUB — Will meet at 7

p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month at Jay Com-
munity Center.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

BRYANT AREA COM-
MUNITY CENTER —
Walking from 9:30 to 10:30
a.m. every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon

each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE –– Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome.

Community Calendar

Photo provided

$$$ raised for Cancer Society
More than $7000 dollars was raised at the Dueling Piano event for the Jay County

Cancer Society. Tony Lennartz of Jay County Sheriff’s Office sponsored the event. Pictured is
Lennartz presenting the check to Jay County Cancer Society president Andrea Poore.

DEAR ABBY: My daugh-
ter-in-law, “Brooke,” lost
her grandfather five weeks
ago. She has chosen not to
tell her 4- and 10-year-old
kids about it. She has
ordered my husband, me
and our son not to mention
it. The kids see her grand-
mother at least once a
week, and SHE is not sup-
posed to tell them either. 

I didn’t know the kids
hadn’t been told and I
started to say something at
a family dinner. The 10-
year-old heard me, and I
got shushed. I’m mad at
the whole situation.
Brooke refuses to tell them
“until she’s ready,” and I
couldn’t disagree more. I
understand her grief. I
have lost grandparents
and parents. The services
won’t be for several weeks.
I understand she can’t deal
with the loss yet, but deny-
ing her kids the truth only
delays her grieving
process and also doesn’t
allow them their time to
grieve and process. 

Now Brooke is mad and
screaming and crying
about it. I’m trying to back
off, but I’m angry that her
needs are being put first
and at being told I made a

horrible mistake by offer-
ing the love and caring I
thought they needed. How
can I repair the perceived
mistake I have made? —
VEXED IN VERMONT

DEAR VEXED: If  you
were unaware that your
DIL was trying to shield
her kids from the reali-
ty of  their great-grand-
father’s death when you
spoke out, you did noth-
ing wrong. However,
you should have offered
an apology to her pri-
vately. Back off  and lie
low until the funeral.
Your DIL is not herself
right now. She needs
time to cool off  and
regain some perspec-
tive. It would be inter-
esting to know how
your son feels about the
way she’s handling this.
With luck, he can
smooth things over.

Grandpa’s
death comes
as a  shock

Dear
Abby

‘Weekend of worship’ starts Friday
A Portland church is hosting

multiple days of  worship this
weekend.

Activities are scheduled to begin
at 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday and at
6 p.m. Sunday in Evangelical
Methodist Church, 930 W. Main St.,
Portland. 

Mark and Marie McKinley will be
leading the event.

For more information, call pastor
Steve Arnold at (260) 251-0970.

Classes offered
Free adult education classes are

available.
John Jay Center for Learning is

offering free classes for adults to
receive a High School Equivalency
diploma. The state has also supplied
funding to help students pay for
their final High School Equivalency
Test in 2022.

Classes are available from 9:30 to
11:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays, and from
4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays.

For more information, call (260)
729-5525.

Taking
Note
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To the editor:
The International Economic

Development Council has
declared May 9 to 13 as “Econom-
ic Development Week.” This is a
good opportunity to share infor-
mation about your local econom-
ic development organization, Jay
County Development Corpora-
tion (JCDC).

Our story reaches back to a
global recession in the late 1970s
and early ’80s that left many com-
munities in the Midwest suffer-
ing from a loss of  manufacturing
jobs. Locally, the closure of
Sheller-Globe cost approximate-
ly 1,000 jobs. In response, JCDC
was formed to lead the effort to
attract new companies and jobs.
The organization was, and con-
tinues to be, funded primarily
through revenue from the eco-
nomic development income tax
(EDIT) — a tax authorized by the
state specifically to fund organi-
zations like ours and other eco-
nomic development projects. In
the early days, the organization’s
focus was centered on creating
industrial parks and attracting
new industries. These efforts

helped lead to the opening of  sev-
eral new-to-us industries like
Jaytec (FCC) and JCI (MSSL
Wiring Systems). The intent was
to encourage industrial invest-
ment and create jobs to drive up
local tax revenues and provide
residents with the means to sup-
port themselves.

As time passed it became
apparent that there was a recip-
rocal relationship between
industrial recruitment and
many other pressing community
needs. So, in 2000 the community
development position was creat-
ed with the goal of  helping to
build community resources and
bringing state and federal funds
into our community through
grant work. The roles of  eco-
nomic and community develop-
ment go hand-in-hand with each

serving the other. To put it
directly — companies want to
locate where they can find a
workforce and people want to
live where they can enjoy life
and find reliable work.

This is where JCDC comes in.
Our mission is “to enhance the
quality of  life in Jay County by
assisting in the creation, reten-
tion, and reinvestment of  wealth
and increasing the number and
quality of  employment opportu-
nities.” In short, we are here to
facilitate investment and job cre-
ation. We do this through several
activities including industrial
retention and recruitment;
applying for and managing
grants; assisting with the execu-
tion of  EDIT spending; support-
ing long term community plan-
ning; connecting businesses
with resources ranging from
incentives and loans to training
opportunities and business advi-
sors; and advising local elected
officials on a variety of  topics.
To sum it up, we do whatever is
necessary to facilitate invest-
ment, job creation and long-term
community viability.

Two of  our big efforts this
year are intertwined:

1) working towards a strategic
planning effort through the
Hoosier Enduring Legacy Pro-
gram (HELP)

2) the launch of  a new county-
wide marketing effort called Jay
Region (learn more at jayre-
gion.com)

A postcard with a painting all
about Jay on the cover went out
to all county households in
April. This was meant to inform
everyone about the HELP initia-
tive, but also directed them to
the new website that has a page
dedicated to HELP. From this
page, residents can learn more
about the program, volunteer to
be on a pathway committee or
suggest ideas and projects.
Please check it out and while
there subscribe for ongoing
updates or follow the social
media pages.

As indicated, the launch of  the
new site was coordinated with
the HELP initiative, but they
serve distinct purposes. The
overall site is intended as a mar-
keting tool that provides a “go-

to” source of  information for
residents, tourists, businesses
and potential newcomers —
essentially marketing Jay Coun-
ty to ourselves and the outside
world. It serves as a landing page
with links to many other Jay
County websites. Visit the site if
you’re looking for a job, a place
to volunteer, contact informa-
tion for your local government
or something to do on Friday
night. The intent of  this effort is
to reach a broader audience
than we have in the past. There
can be no doubt that strong com-
munities need a strong online
presence in the 21st century.

In summary, JCDC’s work is
integral to the long-term success
of  Jay County. We appreciate the
cooperation we get from across
the county and intend to contin-
ue serving for many years to
come.

Happy Economic Develop-
ment Week.

Sincerely,
Travis Richards
Executive director
Jay County Development Cor-

poration

JCDC’s focus is long-term success

By MORTON J. MARCUS
Want to sign up to be an

inflation fighter?
Don’t think it’s just

something for the Fed, Con-
gress and Big business to
do?

It’s like being a forest fire
fighter. Inflation is a blaze
that’s hard to contain once
it gets going. It can be start-
ed by careless people on the
ground as well as by strikes
of  lightning from above.

Our current inflation is a
result of  two efforts by the
Fed, the Administration
and the Congress (includ-
ing both parties) to avoid
economic disasters in 2008
and 2020. 

In 2008, Wall Street
imploded, and the entire
credit system of  the U.S.
was endangered. The cred-
it system enables us to buy
a car, a house and our daily
groceries with our cred-
it/debit cards. It enables
the car dealer to have a
selection of  cars on the lot
and the grocer to have a
variety of  goods on the
shelves. 

In 2020, COVID struck.
As more and more people
got sick, some businesses
had to close because cus-
tomers weren’t buying as
much, or even any, of  the
goods and services they
had before COVID.

The response to both cri-
sis situations was to prop-
up the economy with a flow
of  cash, giving the econo-
my a transfusion of  money
that enabled businesses
and households to func-
tion.

Those transfusions were
made by the Fed buying
and holding the bonds and
other IOUs of  businesses.
The Administration sus-
pended payments of  con-
sumer debt (mortgages,
rents, student loans). The
Congress authorized pay-
ments to firms, govern-
ments and households to
sustain their purchasing
power and hence employ-
ment.

Inflation starts with key
prices, like petroleum,
going up and others then
follow. But we have seen it
rise as well when con-
sumers are willing and
able to spend more to sus-
tain their living standards.
This time around, we had
supply problems as well.

All of  us, except the very
poor, could hold back on
spending, but we don’t

want to stop the escalation
of  our expectations.

We’re willing to pay
those monthly fees for
entertainment to Netflix
and other streaming serv-
ices. We “need” and
“deserve” that premium
ice cream. Eating out is
part of  our “lifestyle” and,
after all, we’re supporting
the wait staff. 

We’ll use about five gal-
lons of  gas a week, but
we’ll keep a full tank
because the price is going
up. But if  we didn’t keep an
inventory of  gas, the
demand for gas would go
down and prices could fall. 

Want to fight inflation?
It’s just like voting; your
actions are but one of
many, but important. “The
silent majority” is ulti-
mately a minority. 

Higher interest rates
have a braking effect on the
economy, discouraging bor-
rowing. They are but a sig-
nal, a warning flag, urging
caution in consumption.
Aggressive consumer
resistance to buying every-
thing we feel entitled to
have, is a responsible way
to fight inflation. 

••••••••••
Marcus is an economist.

Email him at mortonjmar-
cus@yahoo.com.

Everyone can
fight inflation

By JOAN STEINAU LESTER
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

There is a huge difference between
illegal and legal abortions. I know. I
had one of  each.

In 1960 when I was 19 and living
with my boyfriend, a medical resi-
dent at Yale University hospital, I got
pregnant. Thirteen years before Roe
v. Wade, in Connecticut the only
grounds for abortion was if  the
mother’s life were endangered. My
boyfriend knew a doctor in his home-
town of  Philadelphia who agreed to
perform a midnight abortion, and so
he drove me through darkened
streets late one evening. He dropped
me at the door of  the shuttered office.
The doctor was alone, brusque, clear-
ly uncomfortable. This was not a pro-
cedure he did regularly but was per-
forming as a favor.

“Lie down,” he instructed. I
opened my legs and he began scrap-
ing my uterus with a curette. The
pain was so excruciating and the
sound so terrible I moaned, then
screamed. The doctor clamped his
hand over my mouth and admon-
ished: “Shut up!”

When my boyfriend picked me up
for the drive home, I was bleeding,
wrapped in towels. For days I contin-
ued to hemorrhage, losing big red
chunks of  tissue. Finally it stopped
and, since we were breaking up any-
way, I soon left for a Catskills sum-
mer camp job. For the next few weeks
cramps kept me awake each night,
until finally the pain was so strong I
hitched a ride to the nearest hospital

and staggered into the emergency
room. When I told the attending doc-
tor about the abortion, he thundered,
“Your pain is God’s punishment. And
you will never have children! Your
tubes are sealed.”

It turned out I had severe pelvic
infection, with high fever, because
the aborting doctor had not ensured
a sterile environment. For many mis-
erable days I lay recovering in the
hospital, where the admitting doctor
took every opportunity to scold me
for my sin.

Five years later, married by then, I
became pregnant again. This time
the news was a joyful occasion, espe-
cially since I’d been told I would
never be able to conceive. Thrilled
with our baby daughter, in two years
my husband and I welcomed another
child, a son.

In 1974, when these children were
in elementary school, I became preg-
nant again despite using a
diaphragm for birth control. Know-
ing I could not care for a third child
while teaching full time and taking
night classes, and with my marriage
growing rocky, I made an abortion
appointment at a Planned Parent-
hood clinic in New York, where we

lived. Arriving in daylight, I encoun-
tered pleasant nurses in a clean, well-
lit space. After the torture of  my first
abortion, the brief, painless vacuum
aspiration process, and the kindness
of  my providers, astonished me.

My abortions were difficult and
frightening decisions to make. Like
all medical procedures, abortion car-
ries some risk, though it is consider-
ably less risky than childbirth. But
no matter what the law says, women
who often bear the sole responsibility
for children will continue to seek and
find abortions. When they are legal
it’s an easy, safe procedure. When
women are driven — as I was — to
find practitioners in the shadows
who may lack specific training or
sterile conditions, or when we try to
self-abort without medical support,
the risk increases. And like people
forced into any underground activity,
we are vulnerable.

A 16-year-old babysitter I occasion-
ally employed in 1966 had an abor-
tion pre-Roe v. Wade. It was expen-
sive, as well as dangerous, and she
had to borrow the $400 from family,
friends and me. The so-called doctor
she drove 500 miles to see raped her.
But she had no recourse, since the
medical procedure she needed was
considered illegal.

I am 81 years old now, with no per-
sonal stake in abortions. But I know
the disastrous consequences for
younger women — including, poten-
tially, my 22-year-old granddaughter
— if  we outlaw them again.

We must keep abortion safe. And to
do that, it must be legal.

Experiences were vastly different

“Were it left for me to decide whether we should
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(260) 726-9345
115 E. Main St.

Portland, IN

www.portins.com

Baird-Freeman 
Funeral Home

� e Teeter Family

221 N. Meridian St
Portland, IN 47371
(260) 726-7171

Great Food,
No Bull!

1204 W. Votaw  Portland

(260) 726-9647

Used Auto and 
Truck Parts

1127 S. Detroit Ave.
Portland, IN 47371

(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautopartsinc.com

All inventory online

Matt’s Garage

205 W. Union St.
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8761
Call us today!

Mellissa Hall
260-729-5200

Call me for your 
Promotional Pens • Pencils
Business Gifts • Calendars

This Area
Church page is
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through
the courtesy of
the following

sponsors!

(260) 726-6263
1100 N. Meridian St.   

Portland, IN

Portland True Value

Behind every project is a

Shop Local
Save Time • Save Money

Williamson,
Spencer & Penrod
Funeral Homes, Inc.

Todd & Rob Penrod
“Serving As We 

Would Be Served”
From 2 Convenient Locations
PORTLAND (260) 726-7111
PENNVILLE (260) 731-8811

217 E. Pearl St.
Portland, IN

(260) 726-2833

Complete Septic 
Systems

Backhoe • Dozer 
Hauling • Trenching 
Drain Cleaning

3042 West 400 North,
Portland

p 260.726.2230
f 260.729.5026

This Area
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MAY
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GROUP, INC.
LIFE • HEALTH

INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

MEDICARE 
SUPPLEMENTS

ANNUITIES

JEFF  HALL
your hometown agent

for over 30 years
(260) 729-5200

jeff@mayfg.com

111 W. Main Street• Portland, IN

Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.

All services are Sunday,
unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist

204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m.
asburyministries.org

Banner Christian   
Assembly of God 

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Michael Burk
(260) 726-4282
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Bellefountain
United Methodist

440 S. 600 East 
Gordon Jackson
Services: 9 a.m.

Bethel United
Methodist

Indiana 167, 4 miles north
of  Dunkirk

Scott McClain
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist

301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in

umc.org

Christ Chapel
105 S. Elm St., Fort Recov-

ery
Quentin Elsea
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of Christ
(Southside)

1209 S. Shank St., Portland
Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6:30

p.m.

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)

8472 S. 800 East, Union City
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy

797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland

Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the Brethren
Floral and Chicago

avenues, Portland
Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God

South Broad Street,
Dunkirk

Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m. Fri-
day

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St., Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6 p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County

2875 E. 200 South
Gordon Jackson
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South, Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcenter.o

rg

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First American Baptist
427 S. Main St., Dunkirk
Dan Coffman
(765) 768-7157
Services: 10:40 a.m.,

5 p.m.

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 

341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key

Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene

401 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Revs. Brad and Kate
Ratliff

(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Rev. David Porath
Rev. James Stilwell
(419) 678-2071
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 

468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk

Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist

100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the Brethren

Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist

435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67, Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Services: 8:30 a.m., 4:30

p.m. Saturday 
churchofthemostholytrin-

ity.com

Hopewell of
Life Ministries

County road 200 South, 2
miles east of  Indiana 1

Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic

506 E. Walnut St., Port-
land

Fr. Peter Logsdon
(260) 726-7055
Services: 6:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians

403 Sharpsburg Road,
Fort Recovery

Rev. Ned Brown 
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 9:30 a.m.

Mount Tabor
United Methodist

216 W. Pleasant St.,
Dunkirk

John Retter
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist

County roads 600 East
and 200 North

Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine

4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship

1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Port-

land
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 755-6354
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist

5905 S. Como Road
Tim Wallace
(765) 499-7838
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist

829 S. Indiana 1
Mark Dennis
(765) 730-3770
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pennville United
Methodist

190 W. Main St., Pennvil-
le

Gary Newton
(765) 669-1070
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland First
Church of Nazarene

920 S. Shank St., Port-
land

Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Port-

land
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67,
southwest of  Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First Christian
Union and Malin streets,

Redkey
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist

122 W. Main St., Redkey
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 

801 W. High St.
Chuck Hollandbeck
(765) 369-2676
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ

3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries

228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land

Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. James Lutheran
County road 600 East,

south of  county road 400
South

Robin Owen
Services: 10:30 a.m.
pastorrobino@gmail.com

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Ned Brown
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sunday

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Ned Brown
Services: 8:30 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Ned Brown
Services: 10 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
County roads 400 North

and 550 West
Rev. Mike Heckman
(260) 731-4733
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

(the 2nd and 4th Sunday at
Pennville Park from June
through September)

Sugar Grove
United Methodist

County roads 600 South
and 1150 West, Dunkirk

Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
Indiana 167, between

Dunkirk and Albany
(765) 768-7708
Services: 11 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)

pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity United Methodist
323 S. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8391
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:30 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6 p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Westchester
United Methodist

4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Services: 10:35 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ

204 W. Walnut St., Portland
Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof -

christ.org 

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Darrell Borders
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@g

mail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.



CLASSIFEDS
CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

50 RUMMAGE SALES

GARAGE SALE 8809 N
Center Street,
Bryant/New Corydon, IN.
9am-4pm. 13-14 and 27-
28 Antiques: doors,
Desks, Furniture, Text
tiles, Hand tools, Gener-
ator, Unused paint cans.  

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

BANNERS
40” x 13”

BUY ONE FOR 
$695

GET ONE FOR 
$350

Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY
Custom sizes available.

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304

Open daily from 9am-6pm

 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE

COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW

up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 

thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141
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DOUBLE RING PUBLIC
AUCTION

Saturday, May 14th
Both rings start at

11AM
Located: Bricker Auction

Gallery at 414 N
Meridian St. Portland, IN 

Room 1
Small Animal Auction
Chickens, Turkeys,

Ducks, Peacocks, Rab-
bits, Etc.  Farm Equip-
ment and Farm Related

Items.
Room 2

Sportsman Consignment
Auction

Guns, Ammo, Reloading
Equipment, Knives,

Fishing, and other out-
door items!

Call Chad for commis-
sion rates and to con-
sign! A background

check will be ran for all
firearms purchased day

of auction. 
www.brickerauctioncom-

pany.com
Cell: 260-703-0839 
Tel:  260-251-4445

Chad Bricker-Auctioneer
AU11600027  

E & M BLACKSMITH
SHOP

11th Annual 
Consignment Auction 
Saturday, June 4, 2022 

8:30 a.m.
2404W 350S, Berne, IN
Horses; Ponies; Horse-
Drawn Machinery; Pro-
duce Equipment; Bug-
gies; Harness Carts;
New Tack Saddles;

Shop Tools; Lawn/Gar-
den Tools; Sausage
Grinder/Stuffers;

New/Used Furniture;
Washing Machines; Hay,

Straw, Firewood. 
Accepting consignments
every evening that week 
from 4pm-8pm and all

day 
Thursday, June 2nd/Fri-
day, June 3rd from 7am-

8pm.
Call 260-589-2743

Leave message to con-
sign horses.
Auctioneers 

John P. Troyer 
AU10900141 

Also with J. S. Auctions 
AU10700049 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Friday, May 20th, 2022

TIME 5:00 P.M. 
LOCATED:  225 East
Water Street, Portland,

IN
(East Jay School)  

MOWER – TOOLS –
SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Ferris F800X Diesel
Zero-Turn Mower with
969 hours, Jet Band

Saw, Power Matic Model
56 10” Table Saw, Vul-
can Anvil on Stand, Drill
Press, Meyers Sub-

mersible Grinder Pump,
Shop Table with Wood
Vise, (2) Straight Steam
Stainless Steel Food
Steamers, Stainless
Steel Salad Bar Carts,
Galaxy Popper Commer-
cial Popcorn Popper,
Lunch Tables, Oak

Chairs and Child’s Oak
Chairs, Office Chairs,
School Desks and

Chairs, Four-Drawer Fil-
ing Cabinets, Utility Cab-

inets, Art Tables,
Flatscreen TVs, Weight
Equipment, Steppers,
Rowing Machines,
Benches, Exercise

Bikes, and Many Items
Not Mentioned!

OWNER: Jay School
Corporation

Shawver Auctioneering 
and Real Estate 
AC31800004 

AUCTIONEERS 
Pete D. Shawver

AU19700040
260-726-5587
Zane Shawver 
AU10500168 
260-729-2229 

More photos available at
www.auctionzip.com &
www.auctionsoft.com 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located in the Bubp
Exhibition Hall at Jay
County Fairgrounds,

Portland, IN
Saturday Morning

MAY 14, 2022 AT 10:00
A.M.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
OLD AND COLLEC-

TORS ITEMS 
Whirlpool refrigerator
with ice and water;

Frigidaire stove;  Hot-
point gas stove;

Frigidaire upright freez-
er; Vintaj Bigkuk

embossing and shape
cutting machine; Steve
McClung painting; ;

LARGE COLLECTION
OF CROCKS AND
JUGS TO INCLUDE
RED WING AND BEE
STING WITH VARIOUS
SIZES OF CROCKS UP
TO 30 GALLON.    THIS
IS A NICE OFFERING
OF CROCKS AND

JUGS; cream can; milk
can; road signs; John
Deere weather vane;
cuckoo clocks; ; small
cider press; metal table
with 2 chairs; bird bath;
wishing wheel; trellis
with swing; and many
other items not listed. 
BOAT - MOWER -

TOOLS
Wards Sea King alu-

minum fishing boat with
trailer; Evinrude Fleet-
Twin motor; trolling

motor; John Deere 400
garden tractor with 60”
deck, 3 point, and 1140
hours; and many other

items not listed.
GORDON & HARRIET
HUTSON, Deceased
By Jeff & Melissa Hall

Loy Auction
AC#31600027 
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons AU10700085 

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, MAY 14, 2022

TIME 10:00 A.M. 
LOCATED: Sapphire’s
Reception Center –

1100 West Votaw Street,
Portland, IN
ANTIQUES 

Appenzeller’s bookstore
sign from Redkey, Indi-
ana; Redkey Caar can-
ning company advertis-
ing photos; Redkey
glass petroleum can

w/metal jacket; Dunn &
Friman bottle, Portland,
In.; (2) high back wing
chairs; other collectible
signed canvas paintings
and artwork; silhouettes;

arrowheads.
FURNITURE

Full size poster bed,
complete; full size bed,
complete; (2) half beds
complete; (2) 10 drawer
highboy dressers. ;

Cane glass top patio set
w/4 chairs, patio lounge

set; collectible 33
records.

RIDING MOWER
SNOW BLOWER &

MISC.
JD 240 riding mower;
Toro 8 hp. 24” snow

blower; 42” lawn sweep-
er; DeWalt 6’ and 8’

Fiberglass stepladders;
16’ wooden ext. ladder;
shop and hand tools.
Partial listing, very

clean, weel-kept high-
quality auction.

CHECK OUT AUC-
TIONZIP FOR PHOTOS 
OWNER: RALPH E.
HAMON JR. ESTATE 
BY: SANDY KIRBY,

EXECTOR
SHAWVER AUCTION-
EERING AND REAL

ESTATE 
AC31800004 

AUCTIONEERS 
Zane Shawver 
AU10500168 
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver  
AU19700040 
260-726-5587 

More Photos available at
www.auctionzip.com &
www.auctionsoft.com 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, May 21th,

2022
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED:  Sapphire’s
Reception Center (1100
W. Votaw), Portland, IN
ANTIQUES – FURNI-

TURE
Sterling Silver Utensils,
Costume and Crystal
Jewelry, Lazy-Boy Lift
Chairs, Large Lot of
Longaberger Baskets, 

(33) Vinyl Records, John
Deere Miniatures, Col-
lectible Metal Toys,

Legos
MODEL TRAINS &
ACCESSORIES

1930’s & 40’s Lionel,
Marx, and Other

Trains/Transformers,
Train Supplies, Build-
ings, Bridges, Girders,
Overpasses, Scenery,
Hershey’s Work Train

(complete),  Large Lot of
Train Track, Metal Signs,
Lionel Lamp, Miscella-
neous Engines and Cars

MOWER – SNOW-
BLOWER – APPLI-

ANCES
Riding Mower, Crafts-

man 3hp 21” Snowblow-
er, Concrete Figurines,
Patio Set, Several Lots
of Box-row Miscella-

neous!
OWNER: Diane Good-
man & Rhea (Louck)
Wood Estate and Terry
and Thama Smith Estate
Shawver Auctioneering 

and Real Estate 
AC31800004 

AUCTIONEERS 
Pete D. Shawver

AU19700040
260-726-5587
Zane Shawver 
AU10500168 
260-729-2229 

More photos available at
www.auctionzip.com &
www.auctionsoft.com 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

HELP WANTED CITY
OF PORTLAND Posi-
tion:  Waste Water
Department – Distribu-
tion Service Person
The City of Portland is
accepting applications
for the position of Waste
Water Department Distri-
bution and Maintenance
Person.  Minimum job
requirements are high
school diploma or its
equivalent.  A CDL B
license or greater or able
to obtain such license in
a reasonable amount of
time. 
Application and job
description are available
at Clerk Treasurer’s
Office at City Hall, 321 N.
Meridian Street, Port-
land, Indiana 47371,
8:00 AM to 4:30 PM
Monday, May 9 thru
Thursday, May 13, 2022.
No applications will be
accepted after 4:00 p.m.
on Friday, May 13, 2022.
The City of Portland is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer.

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 
TWO-BEDROOM
APARTMENT 712 N
Main, Dunkirk.
Stove/refrigerator fur-
nished. Total electric.
$400 plus deposit. 765-
748-2379. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

 Visit Us At:  thecr.com

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com
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Find it, Buy
It, Sell It!

(260) 726-8141 

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED 200 FOR RENT

Public Notice
Notice to DBE, MBE, 

and WBE Contractors:
Watson Excavating Inc. (a gen-
eral contractor) an Equal Op-
portunity Employer is seeking
Certified DBE, MBE, and WBE
owned business bids for Merid-
ian Street Drainage Improve-
ments, for the City of Portland,
IN. 47371 on May19, 2022. Sub-
contracting opportunities avail-
able are Land Surveyor, Truck-
ing, Landscaping, and Traffic
Management.
Copies of the Drawings and
Specifications for work on File
(for viewing purpose only) at
Portland City Hall, 321 North
Meridian Street, Portland, IN.
47371 and Engineers office
Wessler Engineering, 6219
South East St., Indianapolis,
IN.46227, (317)788-4551. Quotes
from Certified Businesses can
contact Beth Burris at Watson
Excavating Inc. 109 W. High St.
Redkey, IN. 47373 -(765)369-2728
or beth.watsonexc@gmail.com
on or before 9:00am May 19,2022. 
CR 5-12,19-2022-HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Boys golf four-team
match at South Adams – 4:30 p.m.; Soft-
ball at Heritage – 6 p.m.; Baseball at Her-
itage – 6 p.m.; JV baseball vs. Heritage –
6 p.m.; JV softball vs. Heritage – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery —  Baseball vs.
Wapakoneta – 5:30 p.m.; Softball sec-
tional championship vs. Marion Local – 5
p.m.; JV baseball at St. Marys Memorial –
5 p.m.; Junior high track in Midwest Ath-
letic Conference Championships at New
Bremen – 4:30 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Girls tennis at Adams

Central – 5 p.m; Baseball at Bluffton – 5
p.m.; Softball at Heritage – 6 p.m.; JV
baseball vs. Union City – 5 p.m.; JV soft-
ball at Norwell – 5:30 p.m.; Junior high
track Allen County Athletic Conference
Tournament at Bluffton – 5:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Track in Midwest
Athletic Conference Championships at
Minster – 4:30 p.m.; Baseball at
Franklin-Monroe – 5 p.m.; JV softball at
St. Henry – 5 p.m.; JV baseball vs. St.
Henry Red – 5 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

1:15 p.m. — Major League Base-
ball: Baltimore Orioles at St. Louis Car-
dinals (Bally Indiana)

2:45 p.m. — Soccer: Premier
League – Arsenal at Tottenham Hot-
spur (USA)

6:35 p.m. — Major League Base-
ball: Cincinnati Reds at Pittsburgh
Pirates (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Eastern
Conference semifinals – Miami Heat at
Philadelphia 76ers (ESPN)

7 p.m. — NHL playoffs: Carolina Hurri-
canes at Boston Bruins (TNT)

9:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Western
Conference semifinals – Phoenix Suns at
Dallas Mavericks (ESPN)

9:30 p.m. — NHL playoffs: Minnesota
Wild at St. Louis Blues (TNT)

Friday
Noon — NBA playoffs: Eastern Confer-

ence semifinals – Boston Celtics at Mil-
waukee Bucks (ESPN)

6:35 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
Cincinnati Reds at Pittsburgh Pirates
(Bally Indiana)

7:05 p.m. — College baseball:
Xavier at Connecticut (FS1)

8 p.m. — USFL football: Tampa Bay
Bandits at Michigan Panthers (USA)

10 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Western
Conference semifinals – Memphis
Grizzlies at Golden State Warriors
(ESPN)

Local notes
Boomer registration is open

Registration is now open for Jay
Community Center’s Boomer T-Ball and
Coach Pitch.

The program is open to boys and
girls ages 3 through 6. Games will be
played Saturdays at Portland Junior
League fields.

Cost is $55 before Monday, and reg-
istration includes t-shirt, hat and prac-
tice ball. 

Multiple child discounts are avail-
able.

For more information, contact Jay
Community Center at (260) 726-6477.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
In other games, PG-14

blanked Portland Opti-
mists 7-0 in Willie Mays
baseball and Jay County
Monuments and Masonic
Lodge tied 8-8 in Major soft-
ball.

Paisley Day led Wings
and Rings, going 3-for-3
with a pair of  runs. Emma
Wilhelm and Kierstyn
White were each 3-for-3
with an RBI.

Grant Fennig’s two dou-

bles and an RBI led PG-14 to
its Willie Mays win, and he
also struck out eight bat-
ters in three innings.
Andrew Myers added two
triples.

Stella Skrivin’s two hits
and two RBIs powered the
Masonic offense in the tie,
while Nevaeh Armstrong
had two hits and one RBI.
Monuments got a hit and
two RBIs from Adria Roess-
ner while Hailee Randall
also had a hit

Continued from page 8
Robbie LeFevre
FRHS – 2019

Was part of  a top-10 relay
for the Fordham University
men’s track team at the
Atlantic 10 Outdoor Track
and Field Championships
hosted by Virginia Com-
monwealth at SportsBack-
ers Stadium in Richmond,
Virginia

LeFevre joined  Michael
Capone, Isaiah James and
Manuel Alfonso Guzman
for a time of  43.38 seconds
in the 4x100-meter relay.
They finished seventh in
the event.

He was also 17th in the
100 dash in 11.09 and 19th
in the 200 dash with a time
of  22.78.

Wyatt Geesaman
Jay County – 2019

Went the distance for the
Lincoln Trail Community
College baseball team as it
clobbered Lake Land Col-
lege 20-1 Sunday.

Geesaman racked up
eight strikeouts in the
blowout win. The only run

against him came in the
bottom of  the sixth inning
when the Statesmen (21-28)
already had a 19-0 lead. He
allowed just one hit in the
game while walking seven
batters and hitting one
with a pitch.

Audrey Guggenbiller
Chloe Will
FRHS – 2019

Helped the Tiffin Univer-
sity women’s track team
place fourth in the Great
Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence Championship hosted
by Kentucky Wesleyan.

Guggenbiller ran the
anchor leg of  the 4x400-
meter relay, joining Ines
Macadam, Julia Springer
and Greta Macadam for a
time of  4 minutes, 11.74 sec-
onds. They finished in sev-
enth place, just 0.03 sec-
onds behind sixth-place
Walsh.

She was also 24th in the
800 run in 2:33.25.

Will competed in the
5,000 run for the Dragons,
posting a time of  19:58.21
for 21st place.

Roundup ...

Collegiate ...Continued from page 8
Getting on the court on a steamy

day against the Tigers nearly a
month after the originally scheduled
match, No. 3 singles player Brenna
Haines wasted little time. She record-
ed an ace to end the first game and
needed barely 15 minutes to sweep
through the first set against
Gretchen Crist.

The undefeated sophomore then
rolled out to a 5-0 lead in the second
set before giving up the first point of
the next game when she hit a shot
into the net. She wouldn’t lose anoth-
er. She evened the score at 15-all with
a vicious overhead smash and went
on to end the match 6-0, 6-0 with a
crosscourt winner.

“She is just so smart,” said Cramer.
“She knows how to put the ball where
it needs to go. She takes advantage of
that.

“And she’s got that undercut swing.
People don’t know how to handle
that.”

A pair of  doubles victories gave
Jay County the team win while Grace
Brewster and Lilly Hedges each
dropped their first set at No. 1 singles
and No. 2 singles, respectively. Both
bounced back to force a third set.

Hedges’ calm played a key role in
her comeback.

Down 5-4 in the second set, she
broke Emma Baumgartner’s serve to
tie the match and then served her
way to a 6-5 lead. She was trailing 30-

love in the next game before a double
fault from Baumgartner opened the
door. Hedges fought off  a double
game point, finally winning the game
and the set when a shot from a visibly
frustrated Baumgartner sailed wide
left.

Playing a super tiebreaker to
decide the match, Hedges jumped out
to a 3-0 lead before Baumgartner
chipped away to even the score at 8-8.
Hedges responded with a drop shot to
earn match point and then blistered
a shot past a charging Baumgartner
for a winner to end the match.

“I think I just got used to the heat
and the needing to … pass out feel-
ing,” said Hedges following her 4-6, 7-
5, 10-8 win. “I just kept telling myself
mind over matter. And I kept pushing
and I didn’t get down on myself,
which I feel like when I do that it’s
just downhill from there. But I just
kept believing in myself.

“I was actually really proud of
myself  because playing singles has
been a whole different world that has
been very new that I’ve really had to
work at. So it’s nice to win one.”

Brewster caught fire in the second
set of  her match against Monroe
Heller, but couldn’t keep up the pace
in the third in a 6-4, 1-6, 6-1 defeat.

Madison Dirksen and Holly Hem-
melgarn, who like Haines are unde-
feated this year, were typically domi-
nant at the No. 1 doubles spot. They
cruised through the first set using

their usual style of  play with the 6-
foot Dirksen at the net and Hemmel-
garn cleaning up anything Bluffton’s
Madi Fenstermaker and Emily Mann
managed to get past her. And they fin-
ished off  their 6-1, 6-0 win when Fen-
stermaker’s attempted return of  a
Dirksen serve went into the net.

Twins Melana and Kaylee Zimmer-
man faced a tough challenge from
Olivia Funk and Cadence Engle, ral-
lying from 4-3 down to take the next
three games to win the first set. They
led throughout the second set en
route to a 6-4, 6-4 victory.

Junior varsity
Jay County won six of  seven

matches, with Brenna Bailey leading
the way.

Bailey earned a shutout at No. 3
singles, defeating Kiara Sammons 8-
0. Chloe Ruiz and Kayla Hurt were
nearly as strong in doubles action as
they beat Gigi Martinez and Elly Lee
8-1.

In other singles wins, Gretchen
Link topped Chloe Bredemyer 8-2 and
Paulina Esquivel beat Avery Hunt 8-
3. IN doubles victories, Maggie Dillon
and Zion Beiswanger defeated Zara
Eisenhut and Madison Murray 8-2
while Lucy Rains and Courtney Har-
ris knocked off  Tiffany Lanning and
Katurah Bradford 8-6.

Heaven Hambrock fell just short in
singles action, dropping the tiebreak-
er in a 9-8 (10-8) loss to Alexis Grover.

Showdown ...

Jay County High School senior
Lilly Hedges keeps her eye on the
ball after tracking down a shot
during her No. 2 singles match
Wednesday against Bluffton’s
Emma Baumgartner. Hedges
rallied for a 4-6, 7-5, 10-8 win.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney



 

Portland Veterinary Clinic
Christian Bader DVM

1407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-73701407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370
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Spring is here…
and so are the 
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Sports
Thursday, May 12, 2022

Former Patriots help
HU to Crossroads final,
see story below

Jay County baseball
visits Tigers on Friday,

see Sports on tap

A pair of  Jay County
High School graduates
helped the fourth-seeded
Huntington University
baseball team make a
strong tournament run.

Max Moser and Noah
Arbuckle each played key
roles for the Foresters as
they advanced to the Cross-
roads League Tournament
championship game,
falling 12-9 Wednesday to
No. 2 seed Taylor.

Moser’s biggest game for
Huntington (27-23) in the
double-elimination tourna-
ment came in a 15-8 win
over St. Francis in the
semifinal round of  the win-
ners’ bracket when he
reached base four times,
including three in the first
four innings. The 2018
JCHS graduate walked and
scored on an error in the
second inning and then sin-
gled and scored on a hit-by-
pitch in the third. He also
had a single in the fourth
inning as he finished 2-for-3
with a walk, two runs and
two RBIs.

Arbuckle, a 2020 gradu-
ate of  JCHS, shifted to a
relief  pitching role for the
tournament, tossing two
scoreless innings in the

Foresters’ 8-0 opening-
round win over Bethel. He
walked two batters while
not allowing a hit. He also
tossed 3 2/3 innings of
relief  in the win over St.
Francis, giving up two
unearned runs on four hits
and three walks.

In Wednesday’s tourna-
ment championship game,
Arbuckle suffered the loss
out of  the bullpen as he
gave up six runs on seven
hits in two innings.

Moser had a pinch-hit
single and scored during
the Foresters’ five-run
ninth inning Wednesday,
though the late rally came
up a few runs short. He also
recorded two walks and a
run in Tuesday’s 11-8 loss
to Taylor in the finals of
the winners’ bracket and
walked and scored a run in
the victory over Bethel in
the opening round.

See Collegiate page 7

BLUFFTON — The Patri-
ots had made a habit of
playing close games early
in the season.

The last two nights have
been blowouts.

Jay County High School’s
softball team followed up
its 19-7 beat-
ing of
Southern
Wells on
Tuesday with a 13-2, five-
inning victory Wednesday
over the Bluffton Tigers.

The win gives the Patri-
ots (9-6, 4-1 Allen County
Athletic Conference) a
chance to earn the league
championship when they
play at Heritage at 5 p.m.
Friday. Heritage (17-2, 5-0
ACAC) finished 11th in this
week’s Indiana High School
Softball Coaches Associa-
tion class 3A poll voting.

JCHS, which has won
three straight and seven of
its last nine, jumped ahead
Wednesday with a five-run
first inning. It was up 11-1
after three frames en route
to the big win.

Mallory Winner had a big
day overall, going 3-for-4
with a home run, a double,
four RBIs and four runs.
The freshman also earned
the win, allowing one run
on four hits in four innings.

Riah Champ had a single
and three RBIs while Mady
Fraley doubled and scored
three times.

Wings wins
Wings and Rings

knocked off  Portland Opti-
mist 5-4 in Portland Junior
League Rookie softball
Wednesday.

See Roundup page 7

JCHS
blasts
Tigers

Moser, Arbuckle
key in tourney run

Collegiate
Check-up

Local
roundup

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Inclement weather kept
interfering with the Patriots’
conference schedule.

Finally playing Bluffton on
the hottest day of  the year
thus far Wednesday, they gave
themselves a chance at the
conference championship.

With the temperature hit-
ting 88 degrees, the Jay Coun-

ty High School girls tennis
team topped the Tigers 4-1 to
set up an Allen County Athlet-
ic Conference championship
showdown with the Adams
Central Jets.

The Patriots will be looking
for their first ACAC title when
they host Adams Central at 5
p.m. Friday.

“That’s a tough one,” said
JCHS coach Dave Cramer.

“We’ve got to play smart, slow
down, get our serves in, keep
the ball in play. They’re very,
very well-coached.”

Jay County (7-1) and Adams
Central (9-3) both bring 2-0
conference records into Fri-
day’s match. Both beat South
Adams 3-2, while Adams Cen-
tral topped Bluffton 5-0.

The Patriots’ conference
schedule has been altered four

times because of  weather
issues, with the first attempt
against Bluffton postponed
because of  high winds April
14. It was rescheduled for Fri-
day, but was then called off
again because of  rain. (Rain
also postponed matches April
25 against South Adams and
May 5 against Adams Cen-
tral.)

See Showdown page 7

Win over Bluffton leaves Patriots and Jets to
decide Allen County Athletic Conference title Friday

Showdown set
Kaylee Zimmerman

of Jay County High
School hits a volley at
the net as her twin
sister and No. 2
doubles partner
Melana watches from
the baseline. In the
foreground is
Bluffton’s Olivia Funk.
The Zimmermans were
able to fight off
Cadence Engle and
Funk for a 6-4, 6-4 win
as the Patriots beat
the visiting Tigers 4-1.
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