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John and Gretchen
Young, Zionsville

Wanda Barcus, 55, rural
Redkey

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  75 degrees Tues-
day. The low was 56.

Showers are expected
tonight with a thunderstorm
possible. The low will be 65.
Thursday’s forecast calls for a
chance of  showers with a high
of  77.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Need to fill out a birth
announcement, engagement
or wedding form to have your
special event announced in
the newspaper? They’re now
available electronically. Just
go to thecr.com, hover over
“Forms” and select the form
you’d like to fill out.

Thursday — Jay County
High School student is march-
ing with the Cavaliers.

Saturday — Results from
the FRHS track team at the
district meet.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Unemployment is back
below 2%.

According to Indiana
Department of  Work-
force Development esti-
mates released Monday,
Jay County’s unemploy-
ment rate dipped to 1.9%
in April.

The local rate is down
0.6 percentage points
from March and 0.7 per-
centage points from the
previous year.

As it had been for the
previous three months of
the year, Jay County was
near the middle of  the
unemployment rankings
among the state’s 90
counties. It was tied with
11 other counties for the
42nd lowest or 41st high-
est rate in the state,
depending on one’s per-
spective. Also coming in
at 1.9% were Carroll,
Clark, Dearborn, Jeffer-
son, Morgan, Perry, Put-
nam, Ripley, Tipton and
Wabash counties.

Unemployment contin-
ues its run of  being his-
torically low. The rate of
2.1% in October was the
lowest on record for Jay
County dating back to
1990 and continued to fall
to 1.2%. It climbed above
2% for the first three
months of  2022 before
dropping back last
month.

See Rate page 2

By MOLLY HENNESSY-FISKE and
JENNY JARVIE
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

UVALDE, Texas — A gunman
who killed 19 children and two
teachers at a Texas elementary
school in one of  the deadliest
school massacres in U.S. history
barricaded himself  inside a
fourth-grade classroom, where all
the fatalities and injuries
occurred, a state official said
today.

“The shooter was able to make
entry into the classroom, barri-
caded himself  inside that class-
room and again just began shoot-
ing numerous children and teach-
ers that were in that classroom,”
Lt. Christopher Olivarez, a Texas
Department of  Public Safety
spokesman, said on NBC’s
“Today” show.

Separately, Olivarez told CNN
that all those who were killed and
injured were in that room.

Police and border patrol offi-
cers shattered the school’s win-
dows, Olivarez said on “Today,” in
an attempt to offer students and
teachers an escape route.

The massacre in the predomi-
nantly working-class Latino city
of  about 16,000 people, roughly 50
miles from the Mexico border,
involved the most fatalities of
any U.S. school shooting since
2012, when 20 children and six
adults were killed at Sandy Hook
Elementary in Newtown, Conn.

Two teachers were among the
dead, and several children were

injured in the massacre, includ-
ing a 10-year-old who remained
in critical condition.

The gunman, whom officials
identified as Salvador Ramos, an
18-year-old who attended a near-
by high school, was fatally shot
at the scene.

After shooting and wounding
his 66-year-old grandmother at
her home in Uvalde, Ramos got
into his SUV and then crashed it
into a ditch before arriving at
the elementary school, accord-
ing to a law-enforcement source.
Clad in black and reportedly
wearing body armor, the gun-
man was captured on a security
camera with at least one weapon
visible as he approached the
school.

The children at Robb Elemen-
tary School were two days away
from their summer break when
the attacker burst into their
classroom. Tuesday’s theme at
the school was “Footloose and
Fancy,” and students were sup-

posed to wear special outfits
with fun or fancy shoes.

Among the victims was Amerie
Jo Garza, 10. Just that morning,
she had posed at school for a
photo, smiling as she clutched a
bright certificate celebrating her
“A-B” honor roll.

“Thank you everyone for the
prayers and help trying to find
my baby,” her father, Angel
Garza, wrote on Facebook shortly
after midnight. “She’s been
found. My little love is now flying
high with the angels above.
Please don’t take a second for
granted. Hug your family. Tell
them you love them. I love you
Amerie Jo. Watch over your baby
brother for me.”

Henry Becerra, a pastor with
City Church, which is based in
Los Angeles and San Antonio,
traveled to Uvalde after the shoot-
ing to pray with families
overnight and into this morn-
ing.

See Kills page 5

Gunman kills 21 in Texas

By ALEXANDRA KUKULKA
Post-Tribune (Merrillville)
Tribune News Service

The Indiana General
Assembly voted Tuesday to
override a veto of  a bill that
would ban transgender
girls from playing on a girls
sport or team in K-12
schools.

The House voted 67-28 to
override the veto, with
three Republicans voting
against the override. The
Senate voted 32-15 to over-
ride the veto.

Gov. Eric Holcomb
vetoed the bill in March,
saying it did not provide a

consistent policy for what
he called “fairness in K-12
sports.” He also pointed to
the IHSAA’s policy on
transgender athletes.

Republican sponsors of
the bill maintained Tues-
day it is needed to protect

the integrity of  female
sports and opportunities
for girls to gain college ath-
letic scholarships but could
not point out any instances
in the state of  transgender
athletes outperforming
other girls.

Ahead of  the vote, dozens
of  young people and sup-
porters gathered outside
the statehouse to oppose
the override vote.

Nathaniel Clawson, of
Bloomington, who has tes-
tified against the bill since

it was first proposed in the
legislature, said his trans-
gender daughter woke up
in a foul mood Tuesday.

“’People are trying to
take away my rights,’”
Clawson said his daughter
told him.

The American Civil Lib-
erties Union of  Indiana
immediately filed a lawsuit
challenging the law in the
U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of  Indi-
ana. Similar laws have
already been blocked or
temporarily enjoined in
other states.

See Overrides page 5

State legislature overrides veto
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Young honor
Portland attorney Josh Atkinson speaks

Saturday during the Jay County Community Awards at
Spoke and Wheel Event Center after being named the
2021 Young Professional of the Year.

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Scouts honor
Sophia Kahn, 9, places a flag next to a headstone Tuesday at Center Cemetery. Pennville Girl Scouts gathered at

the cemetery in rural Portland to honor fallen soldiers for Memorial Day.

Nineteen children and
two teachers died in one
of the deadliest school

shootings in U.S. history

Holcomb had reasoned that the bill
did not provide a consistent policy

County sits
in middle
of state’s
rankings

Jay
rate
now
1.9%
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John and
Gretchen Young

A memorial service for John
Griffith Young and Gretchen
Louise (Schultze) Young will be
held on Friday, May 27, at the
First Presbyterian Church in
Portland at 2 p.m.

A reception will follow in the
fellowship hall at the church.
Please join us in remembering
these amazing people.

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home
is in charge of  arrangements.

Condolences may be expressed
at bairdfreeman.com.

Wanda Barcus
Oct. 23, 1966-May 24, 2022

Wanda Ann Barcus, age 55,
rural Redkey, was welcomed
home by her Lord and Savior on
Tuesday, May 24, 2022. She passed
at home following an extended ill-
ness. 

Born in Muncie on Oct. 23,
1966, she grew up in Jay County
and graduated from Jay County
High School in 1985. She was a

graduate of
Amber's Beauty
School and was
active at Farm-
land Friends
Church. A devoted
servant of  Christ,
Wanda was a
homemaker that
enjoyed garden-
ing, cooking, spending time with
her family and cherishing her
grandkids.

Survivors include her husband
of  35 years, Kevin Barcus; sons
Brock Barcus (wife: Joy), Redkey,

and Brody Barcus (wife: Nicole),
Crawfordsville; daughters Ciera
Smith (husband: Colton), Albany,
and Sofia Barcus, Redkey; broth-
er Wiley Mooneyhan (wife: Pam),
Portland; and grandchildren
including Finley, Everett and
Louella, with one more on the
way.

She was preceded in death by
her parents Myron and Alcenia
(Hanna) Pursley; and aunt Mary
"Perk" Huffman.

Burial will be at Black Ceme-
tery. Memorials may be sent to
Forgotten Children Worldwide,

650 N. Main St., Bluffton, Indiana.
Condolences and other expres-
sions of  sympathy may be given
at MeachamFuneralService.com.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from
funeral homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Obituaries

Barcus

Continued from page 1
The local rate was below the

state average of  2.2%. That mark
was down 0.5 percentage points
from March.

The state rate has been below 3%
for eight months in a row.

LaGrange County made it a fifth
straight month with the lowest
rate in the state as it tied with
Boone County at 1.3%. Dubois,
Elkhart, Hamilton, Ohio and

Steuben counties were next at
1.4%.

Lake County also continued its
run of  five straight months with
the highest rate in the state, com-
ing in at 3.9%. Howard County was
next at 3.8% and Fayette (3.1%)
and LaPorte (3%) were the only
other counties at 3% or higher.

Area rates are as follows:
Adams County: 1.5%, down 0.3

percentage points, t-eighth lowest

Blackford County: 2.5%, down
0.5 percentage point, t-10th highest

Delaware County: 2.5%, down 0.5
percentage points, t-10th highest

Jay County: 1.9%, down 0.6 per-
centage points, t-42nd lowest

Randolph County: 2%, down 0.4
percentage points, t-37th lowest

Wells County: 1.7%, down 0.4
percentage points, t-16th lowest

Wells County: 2.1%, up 0.3 per-
centage points, t-15th lowest

Rate ...

Drug possession
A Portland man was

arrested Saturday for
drug possession.

Daniel P. Donners-
bach, 63, 6693 U.S. 27,
was preliminarily
charged with a Level 6
felony for possession of

methamphetamine, a
Class B misdemeanor for
possession of  marijuana
and a Class C misde-
meanor for possession
of  paraphernalia.

He was released on a
$4,500 bond from Jay
County Jail.

Felony arrests

Judge Gail Dues
Cases filed

Indiana v. Douglas H.
Hudson, Level 6 felony

Indiana v. Kirsten E.
Best, criminal misde-
meanor

Indiana v. Skyler L.
Petty, Level 6 felony

Indiana v. Jake Boolman,
Level 6 felony

Indiana v. Richard E.
Sigler, criminal misde-
meanor

Indiana v. Brandon S.
Weiss, criminal misde-
meanor

Indiana v. Jakob W.
Gould, criminal misde-
meanor

Indiana v. Jake Boolman,
criminal misdemeanor

Indiana v. Noah R.
Morales, criminal misde-
meanor

Heights Finance Corpo-

ration v. Robert Tucker,
civil collection

Indiana v. Austin A.
Moore, Level 6 felony

Indiana v. Kamran R.
Miller, Level 6 felony

Indiana v. Jason L. New-
man Jr., Level 6 felony

Indiana v. Yvonnea M.
Newman, Level 6 felony

Indiana v. Cassandra R.
Myers, Level 6 felony

Indiana v. Patrick Wisen-
er, Level 6 felony

Credit Acceptance Cor-
poration v. Stephen Pack,
civil collection

Indiana v. Raider D.
Newton, criminal misde-
meanor

Indiana v. Eric D. White-
nack, criminal misde-
meanor

Indiana v. John S. Day,
criminal misdemeanor

Indiana v. Abraham T.

Tum, criminal misde-
meanor

Indiana v. Joshua L. Har-
ter, criminal misdemeanor

Indiana v. Shane K. Gar-
rett, criminal misde-
meanor

Indiana v. Mateo Asig-
Rax, criminal misde-
meanor

Indiana v. Justin F. Dib-
ble, Level 6 felony

Indiana v. David W. Boyle,
criminal misdemeanor

Indiana v. Bradley J. Don-
ner, criminal misdemeanor

Indiana v. Abigail E.
Darr, criminal misde-
meanor

Indiana v. Christina R.
Norris, Level 6 felony

LVNV Funding v. Cora
Bennett, civil collection

LVNV Funding v. Jeff
Matney, civil collection

Indiana v. Jose I Mar-

tinez Gonzalez, criminal
misdemeanor

LVNV Funding v. Dawn
Cook, civil collection

Indiana v. Randy L. Betz,
criminal misdemeanor

Indiana v. Myra L. Davis,
criminal misdemeanor

Indiana v. Bryant L.
Harden, Level 6 felony

Indiana v. Jason A. Stew-
art, criminal misdemeanor

Indiana v. Jason W. Hens-
ley, Level 6 felony

Synchrony Bank v. David
Glasgow Sr., civil collection

Discover Bank v. Donna
Loden, civil collection

SAC Finance v. Dana
Zimmerman, civil collec-
tion

Indiana v. Briah D.
Burnsworth, Level 6 felony

Indiana v. Gregory L.
Westlake, criminal misde-
meanor

Jay Superior Court

Drunk driving
A Portland man was

arrested for drunk driving
after he crashed his car
into a pole 

Edgar J. Serna, 20, was
driving east on county road
100 North when his 2007
Pontiac G6’s tires went off
the south side of  the road.
He overcorrected, causing

him to lose control of  the
vehicle to crash into a utili-
ty pole.

Serna was booked into
Jay County Jail and prelim-
inarily charged with a
Class C misdemeanor for
being a minor and consum-
ing or possessing alcohol, a
Class B misdemeanor for
leaving the scene of  an

accident and a Class A mis-
demeanor for operating a
vehicle while intoxicated.

Damage is estimated
between $10,000 and $25,000.
His vehicle was towed.

Deer hit
A Hartford City woman

crashed the car she was
driving into a deer on Indi-

ana 26 in Jay County about
9:52 p.m. Monday.

Ruth E. Wilson, 63, was
driving east on the highway
when a deer ran in front of
the 2012 Chevrolet Cruise
she was driving. She wasn’t
able to avoid hitting the ani-
mal, causing between
$5,000 and $10,000 in esti-
mated damage.

Capsule Reports
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Senior
send-off

Aidan O’Dell speaks
with his sister
following the Sunday
graduation ceremony
at Fort Recovery High
School. The graduating
senior’s future plans
are to enter the
workforce.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................7.76
June corn ................7.76
Wheat ......................9.24

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................7.85
June corn ................7.80
July corn..................7.83

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................7.51
June corn ................7.61
Beans ......................16.82
June beans ............16.87

Wheat .................... 10.29
June wheat ............10.70 

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................7.52
June corn ................7.50
Beans ......................16.86
June beans ............16.81
Wheat......................10.72

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................7.35
June corn ................7.35
Beans ......................16.78
June beans ............16.81
Wheat......................10.85

Lotteries

In 1787, the Constitu-
tional Convention
opened in Philadelphia.
Initially charged with
amending the Articles
of  Confederation, the
convention instead
drafted the U.S. Consti-
tution.

In 1851, Jose Justo de
Urquiza of  Argentina
led a rebellion against
Juan Manuel de Rosas.

In 1925, educator
John Scopes was indict-
ed for teaching the Dar-
winian theory of  evolu-
tion in school.

In 1935, Babe Ruth of
the New York Yankees
hit his final career home
run — No. 714. His
record stood for 39 years.

In 1961, President
John F. Kennedy during
a speech before Con-
gress committed that the
United States would
land a man on the moon
by the end of  the decade.

In 1963, the Organiza-
tion of  African Unity,
which promoted decolo-

nization and the end of
white minority govern-
ments in Africa, was
founded.

In 1977, Star Wars
was released.

In 2011, the final
episode of  The Oprah
Winfrey Show aired.

In 2012, Fort Recov-
ery High School’s Elle
Sutter placed fifth in the
3,200-meter run in the
regional at Troy.

In 2020, George
Floyd, an unarmed
Black man, was killed
during an arrest in Min-
neapolis. His death set
off  nationwide protests.

In 2021, Elisa Parazzi
gave Jay County High
School its first girls
track regional champion
in a decade as she won
the high jump at 5 feet, 4
inches, in the meet at
Ben Davis. She and Kin-
sey Shannon, who
placed third in the 400-
meter dash, both earned
berths in the state finals.

—The CR

CR almanac

77/60 70/54 73/57 81/65 88/67
Showers

and thunder-
storms are
expected
Thursday, with
up to a quarter
of an inch of
rain expected.

Memorial
Day should
be sunny and
hot, with a
high in the
upper 80s.

Sunny
skies are on
the horizon
for Sunday,
with lows in
the mid 60s.

More rain is
in the forecast
for Friday with
up to another
quarter of an
inch possible.

Mostly
sunny skies
on Saturday,
with highs in
the low 70s.
Mostly clear at
night.

Thursday
5/26

Friday
5/27

Saturday
5/28

Sunday
5/29

Monday
5/30

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$135 million

Mega Millions
3-5-6-63-68
Mega Ball: 25
Megaplier: 3
Estimated jackpot:

$157 million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 5-4-5
Daily Four: 4-6-2-5
Quick Draw: 4-5-8-17-

20-22-25-32-36-37-39-40-41-
42-43-53-59-60-70-73

Evening
Daily Three: 5-1-5
Daily Four: 9-1-5-1

Quick Draw: 2-3-8-10-
19-26-27-41-44-48-52-54-55-
59-64-65-66-68-72-75

Cash 5: 6-13-23-25-42
Estimated jackpot:

$533,000

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 1-7-3
Pick 4: 5-9-5-3
Pick 5: 7-8-2-0-6
Evening
Pick 3: 6-3-7
Pick 4: 9-1-8-8
Pick 5: 2-3-6-0-9
Rolling Cash: 1-21-24-

28-33
Estimated jackpot:

$110,000

Tuesday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, commis-
sioners’ room, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

June 6
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.,
Portland.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St., Fort Recov-
ery.



FORT RECOVERY — Veterans
clubs and other organizations have
plans to celebrate Memorial Day
this weekend.

Fort Recovery American Legion
and Veterans of  Foreign Wars will
begin a service for Memorial Day

at 7 p.m. Friday. The ceremony will
begin at the Wabash bridge on
Wayne Street in the village. 

Following the service, veteran
groups, scouts, 4-H clubs, fire fight-
ers, Fort Recovery High School
band and others wishing to partici-

pate may join a parade to Monu-
ment Park.

Brian Williamson will give a
short speech at the park, and the
band will perform the Star Span-
gled Banner. The public is wel-
come.

DEAR ABBY: I’m about to get
married to a wonderful woman. We
have been together for 16 years and
have two precious kids. Recently, we
were treated to bachelor and bache-
lorette parties, a week apart.
Although we all know that what
goes on during them isn’t real, it’s
over once you walk out the door. 

Well, my fiancee has pictures and
videos of  her celebration. I knew
what “could” have happened, but
only in my imagination. Seeing
these images, I now find myself  con-
stantly comparing myself  to the
performers. Even though I had told
her that the fantasy shouldn’t come
home in any way, she says there’s
nothing to hide, which is why she
had the pictures and videos done.
Am I overreacting? The wedding is
still going to happen, by the way. —
FANTASY VS. REALITY

DEAR F.V.R.: While the fact
that your fiancee brought home
“souvenirs” is regrettable, you
are going to have to let go of
your anxiety. Regardless of  what
went on at her bachelorette
party, and I know some of  them
can become pretty wild, you
must remember that the men the
bride and her attendants inter-
acted with were HIRED for the

occasion. (Just like the perform-
ers at yours were.) If  this has
truly affected your self-esteem,
you may have to add one more
item to the cost of  your nuptials
— some sessions with a therapist
to help you straighten out your
thinking. 

P.S. I sincerely hope your pre-
cious children never get their
hands on that video.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My husband’s sister

and her husband, “Tom,” recently
moved to the same town we live in. I
adore her, and she has become a
close friend. We weren’t able to get
to know each other during the
beginning of  my marriage because
we lived so far apart. 

Since they moved here, she and
Tom fight constantly. Every time
they do, Tom wants her to come stay
with us. I don’t mind an occasional

overnight stay, but he wants her to
move in with us! The problem is she
has no income of  her own and no
car, or even a driver’s license. She’s
totally dependent on him. 

I don’t feel comfortable getting in
the middle of  their business. We
can’t afford to take her in and take
care of  her, but she has nowhere
else to go. What should I do? We
can’t put her out on the street. —
WITS’ END IN THE EAST

DEAR WITS’ END: Your sis-
ter-in-law and brother-in-law
have not been fighting only
since they moved to your com-
munity. It appears they have
had severe marital problems
that weren’t dealt with well
before they arrived. It’s time
for your husband to become
more involved and talk with
both of  them. 

If  there are other relatives in
the area, perhaps she could stay
temporarily with them. Of
course, if  Tom has a job, he will
have to contribute financially
until she becomes independent.
In the meantime, encourage her
toward self-sufficiency by help-
ing her familiarize herself  with
public transportation, which she
can use to seek employment. 

By KWAME DAWES
There is a stretch of

childhood that can be
filled with such vivid
images, yet it is often
hard to determine
whether what is being
recalled is memory of  our
experience, or a memory
of  what we have been
told.

Jessica Abughattas’
poem, “Watching My
Mother,” ends with such
optimism and confidence,
even though the details of

what she remembers are
a stylized and beautiful
version of  disquiet. In
this elegant poem, she
enacts the strange magic
of  how we often organize
memory in a manner that
allows us to survive. 

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-

mation, call (260) 726-
8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call Pastor Randy Davis
at (765) 369-2085.

STRESS AND ANXI-
ETY CLASS — Meets
each Wednesday at 2nd
Chance at Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian
St., Portland. For more
information, call (260)
726-9625 or (260) 703-0534.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792. 

LAWYERS IN
LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consulta-
tions with a lawyer are
available from 10 a.m. to
noon at Jay County Pub-
lic Library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland. Consulting
is available on topics
including divorce, cus-
tody, guardianship, ten-
ant-landlord issues, bank-
ruptcy, debt collection,
estates and immigration.
Those interested in par-
ticipating should sign up

in advance at the library,
315 N. Ship St., Portland,
or by calling (260) 726-
7890.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Thursday at
The Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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Early memories
are complicated

Images from party worry fiance
Dear
Abby

Watching My Mother
Beside the Ford Thunderbird,
a suitcase splayed open.
She collects her clothes
from the driveway.
The yellow jumper collapses
into a million threads of  saffron.
She keeps dropping them.
They wither and dissolve,
petal by petal
into pavement.
Her hands are rivers.
Her eyes, mascara bats.
Her hair is crying.
I am five and perfect.

American Life in Poetry is
made possible by The Poetry
Foundation, publisher of
Poetry magazine. It is also
supported by the Depart-
ment of  English at the Uni-
versity of  Nebraska-Lin-
coln. Poem copyright ©2020

by Jessica Abughattas,
“Watching My Mother”
from Strip (University of
Arkansas Press, 2020.) First
Published in Nelle, Issue
Two, 2019. Introduction
copyright ©2022 by The
Poetry Foundation. 

American
Life in Poetry

Photo provided

Redkey students honored
West Jay Optimist Club recently presented second semester awards to Redkey Elementary

honor students. Pictured in the front row are Ethan Wilson, Collin Myron, Gabe Williams and Harper
Brinkerhoff, and in second row are Raelynn Crabtree, Paizley Murphy, Harleigh Rhum, Tyler Wasson,
London Lloyd, Kellan Kirby, Colby Retter, Colton Timmerman and sponsor Kathy Nelson. Each student
received a T-shirt, honor pencil, $5 McDonald’s gift card, note from the teacher about their classroom
improvement and a certificate.

FR legion hosting activities
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(Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from May 5,
1999. My impression is that
Jack got a little better at putter-
ing as time went on, especially
after his retirement, although a
good book likely always came
first.)
By JACK RONALD
The News and Sun

A confession: I can’t putter.
I’ve tried it, and I just can’t

do it.
Faced with a beautiful spring

weekend, I find myself  varying
between fits of  frenzied activi-
ty — hauling bikes down from
the attic of  the garage, mowing

the lawn and putting up
screens — and completed,
abject laziness, where the most
strenuous task I’m willing to
take on is lifting my eyes to try
to figure out if  there’s a new
bird in the backyard.

But there’s no in between. I

don’t putter around the house. I
do the jobs or I take a nap.

None of  this would be any con-
cern, except that as I grow older
and watch retirees, I find myself
wondering how well I’ll adapt
when the time comes.

The most successful retirees, it
seems, are those most adept at
puttering.

You know the guys we mean,
the ones who always seem to be
moving at a less-than-breakneck
pace but always seem to be tak-
ing on one little project after
another.

You’ll see them at the end of
the day, walking the perimeter of

their lawn, checking things out,
maybe taking inventory or devel-
oping a mental list of  their next
chores to putter over. 

And you’ll run into them at
work on Monday morning after a
sunny weekend.

“What did you do over the
weekend?

“Not much,” they’ll say mod-
estly, “just puttered around the
house.”

Truth is, they’ve done about
two dozen little tasks that ought
to be done. They’ve puttered suc-
cessfully, while I’ve dozed in the
sun with a half-read book of  poet-
ry in my lap, a puttering failure.

My wife putters. She’s a
world-class putterer, if  that’s a
word.

And I have to admit that
sometimes I feel pangs of  guilt
when she’s weeding the garden
and I’m goofing off. They’re
insistent little twinges of  guilt,
little voices telling me I ought
to get off  the patio and give her
a hand.

But I’ve found that if  I try
real hard, I can wait them out.
Eventually the guilt disap-
pears and I’m able to get some
sleep.

A good nap beats a good put-
ter every time.

Puttering did not come naturally

Kokomo Tribune
Greentown native Alli-

son Salkie graduated
from Purdue University
in 2020. 

While she originally
planned to study bio-
chemistry, Salkie soon
changed her mind and
instead earned a degree
in film, video and theater
production.

When she graduated,
though, Salkie wanted to
return to her hometown
instead of  moving to a
big city where she might
find a job in film. That’s
when she decided to go
back to school at Ivy Tech
Kokomo — a decision she
wished she had made
sooner.

In a recent interview
with the Kokomo Trib-
une, Salkie said she’s
noticed a change in the
stigma associated with
earning a two-year
degree or certificate com-
pared to pursuing a bach-
elor’s degree at a four-
year college.

And she’s not the only
one.

The DePauw, the stu-
dent newspaper at the
university of  the same
name, reported on sur-
veys sent to high school-
ers by the Indiana Com-
mission for Higher Edu-
cation after officials saw
college enrollment in the
state hit its lowest point
in more than 10 years.

Many of  the students
responding to the survey
said they questioned the
value of  attending a four-
year institution, especial-
ly when considering the
high costs associated
with student loans. Simi-
larly, a study by the
ECMC group, a collection
agency of  higher-educa-
tion debt, reported that
the number of  high
schoolers nationwide
considering enrollment
in a four-year college or
university had dropped
to 48%, compared to 71%
before the start of  the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Like most things these
days, the cost of  tuition
is going up, and with
increasing tuition costs
comes increasing student
loan debt.

EducationData.org rep-
orted the average debt for
college students in Indi-
ana is $32,874.

The Georgetown Uni-
versity Center on Educa-
tion and Workforce iden-
tifies that as one reason a
growing number of  high
school graduates are
choosing jobs that don’t
require a four-year
degree.

Jobs with a median
annual salary of  $55,000
or more can be found in
manufacturing, construc-
tion and heating and air

conditioning.
Applicants for those

kinds of  jobs became
even more in demand
when the pandemic
spurred the Great Retire-
ment of  2022, so coined
by organizational psy-
chologist Anthony Klotz
in an interview with
Bloomberg.

Among the many
changes brought on by
the pandemic, 25 million
American workers left
their jobs in the final six
months of  2021. Many
were Baby Boomers wor-
ried about contracting
the virus.

That left numerous
employers looking for
workers. The Associated
General Contractors of
America, reported 61%
of  contractors were expe-
riencing job delays due to
worker shortages.

And so, in the midst of
this graduation season,
we would do well to
remember that not every-
one needs to pursue a
four-year degree at an
institution of  higher
learning. 

While we continue to
support and encourage
students who follow that
path, let’s also celebrate
those who choose a differ-
ent course.

The world can always
use more plumbers, elec-
tricians and carpenters.
It can also use nurses,
dental assistants and
auto mechanics.

Celebrate the
value of school

By RAMESH PONNURU
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

When a killer expounds on his
derangements, it poses a special chal-
lenge. We have to take his words seri-
ously without, at the same time, tak-
ing them seriously; to understand
their import without paying them
respect. In the case of  the mass mur-
derer of  Buffalo, New York — I see no
reason to use his name — applying
that distinction requires thinking
more clearly about the politics of
immigration.

Since the massacre on May 14,
Americans have been talking, as the
shooter probably wanted, about the
“great replacement theory.” The 200-
proof  version of  the theory, to which
he reportedly subscribed, is that Jews
are trying to destroy the old white
majority of  the country via immigra-
tion, and they are doing it to create a
political order more to their liking. It
is a vile and stupid stew of  racism
and antisemitism, as should be obvi-
ous to almost everyone.

Public argument has dwelt less on
the actual shooter than on such
Republicans as Fox News host Tucker
Carlson and U.S. Representative Elise
Stefanik of  New York, who stand
accused of  selling a diluted version
of  the same ideology. Carlson has said
that “the Democratic Party is trying
to replace the current electorate, the
voters now casting ballots, with new
people, more obedient voters, from
the Third World.” Stefanik claims
that granting “amnesty to 11 MIL-
LION illegal immigrants will over-
throw our current electorate and cre-
ate a permanent liberal majority in
Washington.”

Their defenders say they are mere-
ly observing a real phenomenon
among Democrats, and then con-
demning it. The kernels of  truth in
what these Republicans say are that
immigration has aided the Democrat-
ic Party over the last generation, and
that Democrats have noticed and

applauded it. When Democrats boast-
ed (and sympathetic analysts predict-
ed) that they were leading a “coalition
of  the ascendant,” a growing immi-
grant population that leaned left was
one of  the things they were talking
about.

And as Democrats have grown con-
vinced that immigration is key to the
party’s future, their positions on
immigration policy have moved fur-
ther and further left. Democrats
would have to be unusually immune
to the temptation to seek advantage
for there to be no connection between
those two trends. (How many of  the
people who doubt this connection can
see perfectly well that many Republi-
cans have adopted their immigration
views in part based on how they fear
immigrants will vote?)

Any theory built on this connection
will, however, become less and less
plausible as it grows more conspira-
torial. In the real world, people have
supported liberal immigration poli-
cies for a long list of  reasons. Some
people think these policies strength-
en the U.S. economy; some people
associate them with tolerance; some
people want the same opportunities
they have found here for their
cousins. Even the purely political
motives of  Democratic politicians
and strategists are mixed. Granting
citizenship to illegal immigrants is a
way to win their votes, but it is also a
way to win the votes of  their friends
and relatives who already have it.

The major laws governing immi-
gration policy were passed with large
bipartisan majorities in 1965, 1986
and 1990, at a time when neither party

saw the issue as a dividing line
between them. To the extent that the
limits on immigration have not been
enforced since these laws were
passed, it has had more to do with
business opposition than with any-
one’s desire to change the country’s
political demography.

To suggest that Democrats support
amnesty and high immigration levels
simply because they want a new elec-
torate, or that this desire is the reason
for the flaws of  today’s immigration
system, is to oversimplify to the point
of  falsity. No plan has been put in
place to replace today’s voters, and
especially its white working-class
conservative voters, and it would be
dangerous for the country’s civic
health to maintain otherwise even if
we had no armed lunatics in our
midst. What Carlson and Stefanik are
saying is irresponsible as well as
wrong.

Recent political history should dis-
credit the theory even further, for two
reasons. One is that the Democrats’
belief  that immigration would con-
tribute to a large and lasting majority
has instead almost certainly put one
further out of  reach. If  Hillary Clin-
ton had felt the same imperative to
win the votes of  white voters without
college degrees that her husband did
in the 1990s, or moderated on immi-
gration, she might well have won the
additional states she needed in the
2016 election. The coalition of  the
ascendant hasn’t ascended.

The second is that Republicans
have been making significant gains
among non-white Americans.
“Replacement theory” has come to
the fore of  the conversation just as its
most solid empirical pillar is disinte-
grating. Let’s not underestimate just
how delusional, as well as evil, the
murderer in Buffalo is.

••••••••••
Ponnuru is a Bloomberg Opinion

columnist. He is the editor of  National
Review and a fellow at the American
Enterprise Institute.

Theory is a grand delusion
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Continued from page 1
The lawsuit was filed

on behalf  of  A.M., a 10-
year-old girl who plays on
her school’s all-girls soft-
ball team. The new law,
which would go into
effect July 1, 2022, would
deny A.M. the right to
rejoin her team because
she is a transgender girl.

“We’re all in this fight
together, and we’re going
to stay in this fight
together,” said Kit Mal-
one, advocacy strategist
for ACLU Indiana, during
a “let kids play” rally
ahead of  the vote.

“Today we’re here to let
those lawmakers know,
we don’t want them to

override that veto. We
don’t want laws in this
state that discriminate
against one particular
group of  people, in this
case transgender girls,”
Malone said.

Zoe O’Haillan-Berne,
director of  engagement
for Indiana Youth Group,
said the bill “isn’t about
the safety of  cis gender
youth” but “it is about the
comfort of  cis gender
adults.”

“True Hoosier hospital-
ity means everyone is
welcomed, especially
every child,” O’Haillin-
Berne said. “Trans is
beautiful. Trans rights
are human rights. At IYG,

you’re welcome to play
any day.”

During the House ses-
sion, the Representatives
weren’t allowed to address
the bill under House rules.

After the House vote was
announced as passing, the
room was silent.

During the Senate ses-
sion, senators were able to
address the bill. Senator
Greg Taylor, D-Indianapo-
lis, called the bill blatantly
discriminatory.

“Throwing children
under the bus to gain sup-
port from voters is not
what we’re here to do,”
Taylor said. “With this leg-
islation, you’re telling
women they are weak.”

Senator J.D. Ford, D-
Indianapolis, listed other
Republican governors who
vetoed similar bills and
reiterated the opposing
testimony that was heard
when the bill was advanc-
ing through the legisla-
ture.

“This isn’t a Democrat
or Republican issue, but
with sustaining the veto
today, it’s a life saving
issue,” Ford said.

After the vote, Rep. Mike
Andrade, D-Munster, said
he wasn’t surprised by the
vote because Democrats
have a super minority in
the legislature.

“(Republicans) are not
even willing to listen to

their own governor after
he decided to say ‘Hey, let
the kids play,’” Andrade
said.

The bill will have nega-
tive impacts on the mental
and emotional health of
transgender youth, during
a time that young adults
are struggling with mental
health issues, he said.

Andrade said the legisla-
ture could’ve discussed
more important issues fac-
ing Hoosiers, like suspend-
ing the state gas taxes.

Senator Rick Niemeyer,
R-Lowell, said he voted in
favor of  the override
because it ensures “fair
and competitive” women’s
sports.

“I think it’s absolutely
about integrity in
women’s sports. I think it
will be fair competition,”
Niemeyer said.

Niemeyer said he does-
n’t see there being a nega-
tive impact on transgen-
der youth with the passage
of  the bill.

Senator Rodney Pol Jr.,
D-Ogden Dunes, said he
was disappointed with the
vote because “it’s the
antithesis of  Hoosier hos-
pitality.”

“I do have faith that the
courts will restore the sta-
tus of  their ability to play
sports. This goes against
this idea that we’re small
government,” Pol said.

Continued from page 1
After meeting them at the

civic center, Becerra went to
some of  their homes to pray
with relatives in living rooms
as mourners spilled into the
yards.

“How many more moments
of  silence do we have to go
through?” Becerra said as he
stood with a half-dozen mem-
bers of  his church outside the
civic center late Tuesday.

“The last few days, the vul-
nerable people have been taken
advantage of: a grocery store, a
church and a school,” he said,
alluding to recent mass shoot-
ings in Buffalo, New York, and
Laguna Niguel, in Southern
California.

“We need to take action,”
Becerra said, but “I don’t have
an answer.”

Becerra said he saw families
in the civic center being noti-
fied that their children had
died in the attack.

“They screamed, they cried,
they pulled their hair, they
yelled, ‘Why?’” he said.

Uvalde’s mayor, Don
McLaughlin, asked for prayers
for the families of  those who
lost their lives so “God could
surround them with his love
and comfort.”

“My heart is broken for them
all,” he said in a Facebook post

early today. “To our community
— I know your hearts are bro-
ken.”

Rev. Mike Marsh of  St.
Philips Episcopal Church in

Uvalde, who met at the local
hospital Tuesday with rela-
tives of  those unaccounted for,
said local funeral homes
planned to cover funeral costs.

He said the city was paying for
the burials, and a community
memorial was planned at 7
p.m. today at the nearby fair-
grounds.

“There’s going to be a lot of
emotional trauma for students,
teachers and parents that
needs to be addressed,” he said.
“There’s no good answers.”

Overrides ...

Kills ...

Tribune News Service/San Antonio Express-News/Zuma Press/William Luther

A woman cries Tuesday as she leaves the Uvalde Civic Center, in Uvalde, Texas. At least 19 students and two adults
were killed when a gunman opened fire at Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, according to Texas Gov. Gregg Abbott.
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

BANNERS
40” x 13”

BUY ONE FOR 
$695

GET ONE FOR 
$350

Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY
Custom sizes available.

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304

Open daily from 9am-6pm
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network has recovered
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today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
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tions? Geeks on Site will
install your WIFI, Door-
bells, Cameras, Home
Theater Systems &
Gaming Consoles. $20
OFF coupon 42537!
(Restrictions apply) 855-
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WESLEY FINANCIAL
Group, LLC - Timeshare
Cancellation Experts -
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
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age and learn how to get
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Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207
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Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 
words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper is

12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,

wanted to rent, motorized
vehicles, real estate and

mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane socie-
ty can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We cannot
be responsible for more
than one days incorrect
copy. We try hard not to
make mistakes, but they
do happen, and we may
not know unless you call
to tell us. Call before
12:00 pm for corrections.
The Commercial Review,
309 W Main, Portland,
Indiana 260-726-8141. 

50 RUMMAGE SALES

GARAGE SALE 8809 N
Center Street,
Bryant/New Corydon, IN.
9am-4pm. 13-14 and 27-
28 Antiques: doors,
Desks, Furniture, Text
tiles, Hand tools, Genera-
tor, Unused paint cans.  
GENEVA RAINBOW

LAKE
Annual Garage Sales
May 27-28th 8:00am to
Dusk. Furniture, Appli-
ances, Antiques, Clothes
all sizes, Tools, Toys,

Misc 

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

E & M BLACKSMITH
SHOP

11th Annual 
Consignment Auction 
Saturday, June 4, 2022 

8:30 a.m.
2404W 350S, Berne, IN
Horses; Ponies; Horse-
Drawn Machinery; Pro-
duce Equipment; Bug-
gies; Harness Carts;
New Tack Saddles;

Shop Tools; Lawn/Gar-
den Tools; Sausage
Grinder/Stuffers;

New/Used Furniture;
Washing Machines; Hay,

Straw, Firewood. 
Accepting consignments
every evening that week 
from 4pm-8pm and all

day 
Thursday, June 2nd/Fri-
day, June 3rd from 7am-

8pm.
Call 260-589-2743

Leave message to con-
sign horses.
Auctioneers 

John P. Troyer 
AU10900141 

Also with J. S. Auctions 
AU10700049 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located in the Bubp
Exhibition Hall at Jay
County Fairgrounds,

Portland, IN
Saturday Morning
MAY 28, 2022 
10:00 A.M.

ANTIQUES - OLD AND
COLLECTORS ITEMS –
HOUSEHOLD GOODS -

TOOLS
Golden Lift Chair, like

new; (2) glass curio cab-
inets, lighted; vintage
youth bed; Union Work-
man Chewing Tobacco
round thermometer;

wood child’s peddle cart
with horse; McCoy
“monkey” cookie jar;
several books of Dan-
bury Mint 22K gold

baseball cards; LARGE
AMOUNT OF JERRY
LANDESS MEMORA-
BILIA; American Legion
items; Cub Scout uni-
forms; German Mouser
7.92 caliber with bayo-
net; Fort Hood jersey;

large amount of Portland
memorabilia; Poulan Pro

self propelled push
mower; 40V B & D weed
eater; 40V leaf blower;
lanterns; fishing poles;
and many other items

not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Doors will open at 8:00
a.m. day of auction for
preview.    Please visit
auction zip for photos.
JERRY AND MARY
LANDESS, Deceased

By Lisa Reyes and Gary
Landess

Loy Auction
AC#31600027 
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons

AU10700085 
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

CROWNPOINTE OF
PORTLAND IS hiring
hard working, dedicated
part time kitchen cook.
Pay is negotiable. Please
apply in house at 745
Patriot Drive, Portland,
IN 47371 or online at
www.cpcommunities.co
m/portland.&#8203; For
questions please call
260-726-3577. 

CROWNPOINTE OF
PORTLAND IS hiring
hard working, dedicated
full time C. N. A.s. Pay is
negotiable. Please apply
in house at 745 Patriot
Drive, Portland, IN 47371
or online at www.cpcom-
munities.com/portland.
For questions, please
call 260-726-3577. 
THE TOWN OF RED-
KEY WILL be accepting
applications for a Town
Marshal position. Appli-
cations may be picked
up at Redkey Town Hall
by calling 765-369-2711
during business hours to
make an appointment for
pick up. Office Hours are:
Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-
day, Friday from 8 am to
4 pm and Wednesday 8
am to 12 noon.  
WASTE WATER
DEPARTMENT The City
of Portland will be
accepting applications
for the Street Depart-
ment. Minimum job
requirements are high
school diploma or its
equivalent and a CDL B
license or greater or able
to obtain such license.
Application and job
description are available
in the Clerk Treasurer’s
Office at City Hall, 321 N.
Meridian Street, Port-
land, Indiana 47371,
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
thru Monday, June 6,
2022. No applications
will be accepted after
4:00 p.m. on Monday,
June 6, 2022. The City of
Portland is an Equal
Opportunity Employer 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one

side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 
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Public Notice
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS OF PROPOSED 
ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS                      

Notice is hereby given the taxpayers of Jay County, Indiana that
the proper legal officers of Jay County Council at the Jay County
Court House, at 6:00 o'clock p.m., on the 8th day of June, 2022
will consider the following additional appropriations in excess
of the budget for the current year.

Amount Approved
Emergency Planning/LEPC
1152-001-20-0045 Misc. Supplies $4,040.63

HIGHWAY
1176-002-20-0054 Stone, Gravel, Aggregates $250,000.00

Total $254,040.63
Taxpayers appearing at the meeting shall have a right to be
heard.  The additional appropriation as finally made will be re-
ferred to the Department of Local Government Finance. The
DLGF will make a written  determination as to the sufficiency
of funds to support the appropriations made within fifteen (15)
days of receipt of a certified copy of the action time.

Emily Franks
Jay County Auditor

CR/NS 5-25-2022 -HSPAXLP

Public Notice
The following county operat-
ing claims have been filed
with the Auditors Office and
will be presented to the
Board of Commissioners Jay
County, IN , at the regular
session on May 31, 2022
Alicia Jackson $150.00
American Platform

Services $1,288.00
Brian Hutchison $147.84
Cleaver Cabling & 

Consulting $42.00
Jay Co Community 

Corrections $20.00
Joshua Atkinson $75.00
Laboratory Corp Of 

America $25.50
Nicholas Riddle $45.00
Progressive Office 

Products $547.77
Ricoh Usa $10.46
Ronald May $90.00
Verizon Wireless $30.00
Witness my hand and seal of
The Board of Commissioners,
Jay County, IN. Monday, May
31,2022.

Emily Franks
Jay County Auditor

CR/NS 5-25-2022 HSPAXLP
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Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Baseball sectional open-
ing round vs. Yorktown at Yorktown – 7:30
p.m.; Boys golf at Wes-Del – 4 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Track at Troy regional –
4:30 p.m.

Thursday
Jay County — Boys track regional at

Lawrence Central – 6 p.m.; Boys golf vs.
Adams Central  – 4:30 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

2 p.m. — College baseball: Big Ten
Tournament (BTN)

6 p.m. — College baseball: Big Ten
Tournament (BTN)

6:40 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
Chicago Cubs at Cincinnati Reds (Bally
Indiana)

8 p.m. — NHL playoffs: St. Louis Blues
at Colorado Avalanche (TNT)

8:30 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Eastern

Conference Finals – Boston Celtics at
Miami Heat (ESPN)

10 p.m. — College baseball: Big Ten
Tournament (BTN)

Thursday
7 a.m. — Tennis: French Open (Bally

Indiana)
10 a.m. — College baseball: Big Ten

Tournament (BTN)
12:35 p.m. — Major League Baseball:

Chicago Cubs at Cincinnati Reds (Bally

Indiana)
2 p.m. — College baseball: Big Ten

Tournament (BTN)
6 p.m. — College baseball: Big Ten

Tournament (BTN)
7 p.m. — NHL playoffs: New York

Rangers at Carolina Hurricanes (ESPN)
7:45 p.m. — Major League Baseball:

Milwaukee Brewers at St. Louis Cardinals
(Bally Indiana)

9 p.m. — NBA playoffs: Western Con-
ference Finals – Dallas Mavericks at Gold-

en State Warriors (TNT)
9:30 p.m. — NHL playoffs: Edmonton

Oilers at Calgary Flames (ESPN)
10 p.m. — College baseball: Big Ten

Tournament (BTN)

Local notes
Tennis camp scheduled

The Jay County High School boys and
girls tennis program will hold a camp for
third through ninth graders June 20
through 24.

The camp will run from 9 to 11:30
a.m. daily at the JCHS tennis courts. It
will include a visit from Indiana north-
ern district United States Tennis Asso-
ciation representative Sarah Stanchin).

The registration fee is $30 and
forms are available at JCHS or Cross-
Roads Financial Federal Credit Union’s
location  at 1102 W. Votaw St., Port-
land. 

In order to get a T-shirt, order forms
must be turned in by May 27.

Continued from page 8
Caleb DeRome led the

way as the teams played
in the slimmed down for-
mat — high school golf
typically has five players
with the best four count-
ing toward the team
score. He earned medalist
honors with a 2-over-par
37.

Kyle Sanders followed
DeRome with a 43. Brock
DeHoff  completed the
team score for the Patri-
ots, who are 12-2 in dual
matches, with a 48.

Williams walks off
Parker Huntsman gave

Williams Auto Parts a 5-4
walk-off  win Tuesday
over Pak-a-Sak in Port-
land Junior League Rook-
ie baseball. In the other
Rookie baseball game,
Barnett’s defeated Pio-
neer Packaging 12-5.

In Minor softball,
Craven Nutrition edged
Fisher Packing 13-12, and
in Sandy Koufax baseball
Loy Realty topped Port-
land Forge 14-5.

Huntsman gave
Williams the walk-off  win
with an RBI double that

ended the game. He fin-
ished with three doubles,
two runs and the key RBI
while Wyatt Fennig had
two hits and two RBIs.
Oliver Jackson paced Pak-
a-Sak with three hits, two
RBIs and a run.

Emerson Cavanaugh hit
a home run, a triple and a
double while driving in
three runs for Barnett’s,
and Drew Lingo and
Sawyer Hemmelgarn also
finished 3-for-3. Koden
Bentz had three hits and
two RBIs for Pioneer.

Danica Chowning,
Aleah McIntire and Chloe
Winget paced Craven with
two hits apiece while
Chloe Yates, Madilyn Cur-
tis and Gabi Miller each
added one. Kyla Sims,
Avery Snow, Emery
Forthofer, Haley Comer
and Kendall Schemenaur
each had one hit for Fish-
er.

Sam Wiggins and
Xavien Maxwell each
recorded a double and a
single for Loy, and Lucas
Strait and Austin Curtis
each had a triple. Landon
Blowers hit a home run
for Forge.

Continued from page 8
While nearly half  of  the 17-ath-

lete field was unable to clear the
opening height of  4 feet, 10 inches,
Muhlenkamp made it over the bar
on her second attempt. She missed
all of  her tries at 5 feet, but simply
clearing that first height was
enough to put her in ninth place.
(Maryava Lemasters of  Perry

Meridian also finished at 4 feet, 10
inches, but did so on her first
attempt to give her eighth place.)

Kylie Klopfenstein, Natalie
Wehrly, Morgan DeHoff  and Jenna
Dues were 14th in the 4x100-meter
relay in 54.66 seconds.

Jay County’s athletes were 15th
in each of  their other events.

Wehrly, a junior, posted times of

13.33 in the 100 dash and 28.03 in the
200 dash. Sophomore Makinsey
Murphy finished the 300 hurdles in
51.41. The Patriot 4x800 relay team
of  Lindy Wood, Molly Muh-
lenkamp, Willow Hardy and Lotta
Berkert posted a time of  11:14.08.

Dues competed in the high jump
but did not clear the opening
height.

Roundup ...

Sports on tap

State ...

Molly Muhlenkamp of Jay
County clears the high jump bar
at 4 feet, 10 inches, during
Tuesday’s regional competition.
The sophomore, who was added
to the regional field after tying
for seventh at the Delta
sectional, was one of only nine
athletes to make it over at the
opening height.
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Sports
Wednesday, May 25, 2022

JCHS baseball opens
sectional play tonight,
see Sports on tap

Patriot tennis season
ends in regional semi,

see Local roundup

MUNCIE — Just a couple
of  weeks ago, the Patriots
beat their sectional-open-
ing opponent in just five
innings.

They could not repeat
that performance Tuesday.

Jay County High School’s
softball team saw its season
end in the first round of  the
Sectional 24 tournament at
Delta as it fell 7-2 to the New
Castle Trojans.

The Patriots (15-8), who
clobbered New Castle 16-5
on May 9, gave up two runs
in the bottom of  the first
inning and two in the third
to fall behind 4-0. They got
their only two runs in the
fourth before the Trojans
scored three times in the
fifth for what would be the
final margin.

Haleigh Clayton suffered
the sectional loss as she got
tagged for four home runs.
She allowed seven runs —
six earned — on eight hits
and two walks in five
innings.

Riah Champ finished 2-
for-3 with an RBI to lead Jay
County. Jaelynn Lykins
and Mady Fraley each had
a hit and a run.

The Patriots had closed
the regular season with six
consecutive victories. They

have not won a sectional
game since 2015 when they
topped Fort Wayne South
Side in the opening round
of  the Class 4A tournament
at Homestead.

New Castle advances to
play Guerin Catholic in the
semifinal round Thursday.

Tennis toppled
MARION — The Jay

County girls tennis team
could not keep up with the
No. 20 Delta Eagles as it fin-
ished its season Tuesday
with a 5-0 loss in the region-
al semifinal at Marion.

The Patriots were able to
take more than two games
in just one of  the five
matches. Seniors Madison
Dirksen and Holly Hem-
melgarn, who had just one
loss on the season prior to
Tuesday, put up a strong
fight in their No. 1 doubles
match but still lost 6-3, 6-4.

Brenna Haines, a sopho-
more who also had just one

loss heading into the
regional, took two games in
the first set but wasn’t able
to find any more success
against Delta freshman
Brylee Beckley. She fell 6-2,
6-0 at No. 3 singles.

The rest of  the matches
were shutouts, with Grace
Brewster falling at No. 1
singles, Lilly Hedges losing
at No. 2 singles and the
team of  twins Kaylee and
Melana Zimmerman drop-
ping at No. 2 doubles.

JCHS, which repeated as
the sectional champion this
year, finished 11-5.

Delta will play Alexan-
dria, which edged Mis-
sissinewa in Tuesday’s
other semifinal match, for
the regional championship
tonight.

Golf defeats two
Coming off  of  a fourth-

place finish in the Allen
County Athletic Confer-
ence Championships, Jay
County’s boys golf  team
posted a score of  128 to eas-
ily cruise past the Ran-
dolph Southern Rebels (164)
and Union City Indians
(168) in a three-player
match at Portland Golf
Club.

See Roundup page 7

JC drops tourney opener

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

INDIANAPOLIS — Gabi
Bilbrey was left shaking her
head.

Her first throw didn’t feel
right. And it didn’t fly nearly
as far as she would have liked.

Bilbrey never was able to
reach her best numbers Tues-
day night.

Even so, she was still better
than all but one of  her com-
petitors.

The Jay County High
School junior finished as the
regional runner-up in the dis-
cus at Ben Davis, becoming
the first Patriot in a decade to
advance to the state finals in
the event.

“She was disappointed
because she wasn’t feeling as
good as she wanted to,” said
JCHS coach Joe Imel. “But to
get second at the regional, no
matter what distance you
throw, that’s a big accomplish-
ment. And being able to repre-
sent your high school at the
state meet is a really special
thing to do.

“It’s always really encour-
aging when you get a kid from
Jay County to go to the big
meet. I’m excited for her.”

Bilbrey gives the Patriots a
state qualifier for the second
consecutive year, following
Elisa Parazzi, who went on to
place seventh in the state in
the high jump, and Kinsey
Shannon from last season.
(The top three finishers in
each regional event advance.)

She will compete in the
state finals, which return to
Indiana University’s Robert
C. Haugh Track & Field Com-
plex this season after being
contested at Ben Davis in
2021, at 3 p.m. June 3.

The last Patriot state final-
ist in the discus was Maria
Murphy, who earned a state
medal with an eighth-place
state finish in 2012 after plac-
ing 15th as a junior and 26th
as a sophomore.

“It’s exciting,” said Bilbrey.
“It’s going to be an experience
and I hope that I can PR (per-
sonal record) at state.”

The eight points she earned
for her effort in the discus
Tuesday placed Jay County in
a three-way tie for 19th place

with Crispus Attucks and
Wapahani in the 34-team
regional field. North Central
dominated its way to the
regional championship with
101 points compared to 52.5
for runner-up Cathedral.

Molly Muhlenkamp was the
only other Patriot to crack the
top 13 as she placed ninth in
the high jump.

“It is what I thought it was
going to be,” said Imel.

“It was an experience for a
lot of  these young girls who
have not been here before.
We’re talking about a lot of
sophomores and freshmen
where this is their first time
competing at regional. …

“We’re use to our biggest

meet is Delta, is sectional. …
We just don’t have anything
around us that compares to
(the regional at) Ben Davis.
I’m proud of  the way that
they performed and hopeful-
ly we continue to get better
from here … and this is some-
thing they can draw from.”

While Bilbrey entered the
meet as the No. 1 seed based
on sectional results, North
Central’s Tracey Gooch
established herself  as the
thrower to beat with a toss of
115 feet, 11 inches in the first
round. Bilbrey’s 109 feet, 2
inches — her career best is
the 123 feet, 10 inches she
posted in the sectional — put
her in second place.

Gooch would never relin-
quish the lead — she won the
event at 128 feet, 9 inches —
and Bilbrey was in the No. 2
spot but still vulnerable at
110 feet, 5 inches, through
four throws.

So, she went back to some-
thing that was more familiar.

“I pulled it up through the
center, which isn’t ideal tech-
nique,” said Bilbrey. “But it
was something I knew I was
familiar with, so I just used
that to get there. I’ve been
practicing a different spin …
but it just wasn’t feeling
good.”

That change resulted in a
toss of  116 feet on her fifth
throw, which all but guaran-

teed her a trip to the state
finals.

New Castle sophomore
Alaina Bowman launched
herself  into the third state
qualifying spot on her final
attempt — 111 feet, 10 inches
— but no one else even came
close to knocking Bilbrey out
of  the runner-up spot.
(Lawrence North’s Ashleigh
Gelfius was fourth at 109 feet,
7 inches.)

After finishing seventh in
the sectional and later being
added to fill out the regional
field, Molly Muhlenkamp
narrowly missed scoring
points for the Patriots in the
high jump Tuesday.

See State page 7

Second = state

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Gabi Bilbrey, a Jay County High School junior, reaches back to start her spin on one of her throws Tuesday
during the girls track regional meet at Ben Davis. Bilbrey finished as the runner-up to earn a berth in the state finals.

Bilbrey earns
a trip to

Bloomington
with runner-up
regional finish

Local
roundup


