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Employees from Dalton’s Concrete Construction install a new concrete parking lot behind the Eagles Lodge in
Portland this morning. A block of Arch Street between Meridian and Commerce streets was closed while work was ongoing.
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Raises proposed for sheriff’s office

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Local officials are debating
how to raise wages.

Jay County Personnel Com-
mittee met with officials Thurs-
day to discuss possible pay
increases for Jay County Sher-
iff’s Office employees and a pro-
posed job change within Jay
Emergency Management
Agency.

They agreed to recommend
hiring another jailer, adding
$33,945 to next year’s budget for
Jay County Jail. All personnel
committee decisions hinge on
approval from Jay County Coun-
cil.

Jay County Sheriff Dwane
Ford previously proposed to the
personnel committee a 20-year
matrix pay scale for his depart-
ment. The scale factors in 0.5%
wage increases for the first few
years and 1% wage increases in
following years. It would
increase workers’ pay depend-

New laws in effect

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Dozens of Indiana laws
take effect today, including
a new tax on vaping prod-
ucts, a ban on transgender
females playing on girls
sports teams and the elimi-
nation of handgun permits.

Overall, more than 150
bills passed during the leg-
islative session but some
went into effect immediate-

Sheriff Ford asks for
20-year matrix pay scale

ing on how long they’ve been
working in their position for the
county, with salaries bumped
accordingly.

On Thursday, officials instead
discussed bumping wages next
year according to the matrix
scale pay and factoring 1%
increases annually, but not guar-
anteeing the yearly increase.
(Council is considering a 6%
increase across the board for
county employees in next year’s
budget.)

Amy Davis of Jay County
Auditor’s Office encouraged
officials to continue incorporat-

Changes include rules
Jor vaping products,

transgender athletes
and handgun permits

ing raises as suggested by a
wage study from consulting
firm Waggoner, Irwin, Scheele &
Associates. She suggested offi-
cials consider another study,
noting they are typically done
every three years.

County auditor Emily Franks
said she could ask representa-
tives from the consulting firm to
come to the next meeting.

Also, John HanKkins, director
of Emergency Management
Agency, proposed changes for
his department’s budget and
employees.

He suggested eliminating the

administrative assistant posi-
tion and moving that employee
into a full-time deputy director
job. The switch would cost an
additional $6,000 annually. He
explained the individual would
act in his stead as needed, with a
full-time person more readily
available to do so. (The depart-
ment currently has a part-time
deputy director, who he suggests
would stay as a part-time worker
regardless of the change.)

Hankins noted the job descrip-
tions need to be updated, with
the last adjustment made in
April 2011.

He also talked about Rescue
19, an emergency response unit
for extractions. Currently there
isn’t a specific fund for the
group in the emergency man-
agement agency budget. (The
department covers its gas, tires
and other related expenses.)

The committee agreed to meet
next week, tentatively setting
the meeting for 1 p.m. Thursday.

$1

Former
officer

faces
Level 6
felony

Ridenour
allegedly
added
syringe to
evidence

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

A former Redkey police
officer has been charged
in court with obstruction
of justice.

Bradley R. Ridenour,
45, Portland, was charged
June 24 in Jay Superior
Court with the Level 6
felony.

Ridenour, who resigned
from his position in
November, is accused of
tampering with evidence
in a drug-related investi-
gation. His initial hear-
ing is set for July 11.

According to docu-
ments filed in connection
with the case, reserve
officer Dustin Huftel said
in an Oct. 29 interview
with Indiana State Police
that he and Ridenour
conducted two trash pulls
between 10 and 11 p.m.
Oct. 28, including a bin
from outside a home on
Meridian Street in Red-
key. (The home owner
allegedly dealt heroin to
a rural Redkey resident
who overdosed -earlier
that day. There are no
current charges filed in
Jay courts directly relat-
ed to the matter.)

The officers took the
trash bins back to Redkey
Police Department where
fellow Redkey officer Tim
Fishbaugh met them. In
the trash, they found
ripped bags with powder
residue, a cigarette pack-
age with two orange
syringe caps and white
paper with blood spots.

Fishbaugh and Huftel
both told state police that
after the trash was
searched Ridenour
walked into the evidence
room, returned with a
syringe and placed it in
the cigarette package.

See Officer page 2

ly. Most kick in today:

Here’s a rundown of the
notable laws:
Transgender athletes

A law banning transgen-
der females from compet-
ing in girls school sports
will take effect despite a
veto from the Republican
governor and repeated
pushback from opponents
who argue the measure is a
bigoted response to a prob-
lem that doesn’t exist.

Deaths

Republican lawmakers
voted in May to override
an unexpected veto from
Gov. Eric Holcomb, who
said the bill did not pro-
vide a consistent policy
for what he called “fair-
ness in K-12 sports.”

The American Civil Lib-
erties Union of Indiana
immediately filed a law-
suit following the override
in hopes of blocking the
law from taking effect.

Indiana’s Republican
Attorney General Todd
Rokita — who has vowed
to defend the law
opposed the ACLU’s
motion for a preliminary
injunction in court docu-
ments filed earlier this
month.

Indiana joins more than
a dozen other states adopt-
ing similar laws in the past
two years.

See Laws page 2

Weather

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Dancing queens

Sophia Fugiett (left) and Laci McGinnis dance together
during a performance as part of the Miss Jay County Fair Queen
Pageant on Sunday at Jay County Junior-Senior High School.

In review

Coming up
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Saturday — Band directors

Jay County had a high temper-
ature of 93 degrees Thursday.
The low was 65.

There is a 50% chance of
showers and thunderstorms
tonight with a low of 67. Expect

mostly sunny skies Saturday and
Sunday with highs in the mid
80s.

See page 2 for an extended out-
look.

have recycling trailers avail-
able from 9 a.m. to noon Satur-
day in the shopping center at
220 Lincoln St., Portland, the
parking lot east of Redkey
Post Office and the parking lot
south of Salamonia Fire Sta-
tion.

will be marshals for 4th of
July parade.

Tuesday — Results from
the Portland Rockets’ double-
header on Sunday.
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Capsule Reports

FR council

Fort Recovery Village Coun-
cil approved its 2023 budget
during a special session Thurs-
day.

The budget, $3,800,227,
includes extra funding for the
possibility of sludge removal
from the village’s wastewater
treatment lagoons, a new
police cruiser — village admin-
istrator Randy Diller noted it
is likely the village won’t

choose to purchase one — and
increases across different
funds, including wages, insur-

ance, benefits and mainte-
nance.
Also Thursday, council

awarded a bid for Milligan
Street reconstruction to M&T
Evacuating at $109,583. Plans
were to use some of its $225,000
in American Rescue Plan Act
funds to pay for the street
reconstruction.

Intersection crash
Damage is estimated
between $5,000 and $10,000
after a collision at the intersec-
tion of county road 800 South
and county road 700 West
about 3:35 p.m. Thursday.
Patrick L. Mitchell, 22, Port-
land, was driving a 2003 Dodge
Durango north on county road
700 West when he stopped at
the intersection with county
road 800 South. He continued

forward, driving in front of a
westbound 2018 Ford F-250,
driven by Joseph D. Bryant, 36,
Pisagh, Alabama. (There is no
stop for traffic on county road
800 South.) Bryant wasn’t able
to avoid the collision.

The truck Bryant was driv-
ing is registered to M.J. Elec-
tric of Iron Mountain, Michi-
gan, and the vehicle Mitchell
was driving is registered to
Paul E. Thompson of Muncie.

Tire hit

A Portland man’s vehicle
struck a tire on Indiana 67
about 10:29 p.m. Wednesday
night.

Harold C. Minnich, 82, Port-
land, was driving northeast
on the highway just south-
west of county road 600 South
when his 2015 Honda Odyssey
hit a tire in the road.

Damage is estimated at less
than $1,000.

CR almanac

Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday
7/2 7/3 7/4 7/5 7/6
86/63 | 85/64 | 90/69 | 89/69 | 86/66

Mostly Another day Indepe- There's a More rain
sunny  skies | of mostly | dence Day has | 60% chance | is possible
are projected | sunny skies|a chance of | of thunder- | Wednesday,
for Saturday | Sunday, with a | rain and thun- | storms Tues- | with a 50%
with a high in | cool eastern | derstorms in | day. The high | chance  of
the mid 80s. | wind of 5 mph. | the afternoon | will be in the | thunder-

and evening. upper 80s. storms.

Lotteries

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $20
million

Mega Millions
Estimated  jackpot:
$360 million

Hoosier

Midday

Daily Three: 4-0-0

Daily Four: 8-5-8-1

Quick Draw: 1-3-4-5-16-
17-19-25-36-39-42-43-45-46-
47-49-59-71-75-78

Evening

Daily Three: 1-4-5

15-18-19-20-26-32-33-35-40-
41-42-57-59-69-77-78
Cash 5: 14-19-23-36-38
Estimated jackpot:
$120,000

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 8-5-7
Pick 4: 5-9-4-2
Pick 5: 7-6-1-7-3
Evening
Pick 3: 6-14
Pick 4: 2-2-8-5
Pick 5: 8-2-6-6-9
Rolling Cash: 2-11-17-
32-36

Daily Four: 6-9-1-5 Estimated  jackpot:

Quick Draw: 2-5-9-14- $120,000
Cooper Farms Wheat ........ccceveveene. 8.13
Fort Recovery July wheat .............. 8.25
(070) s FERURUUURRUUT R 7.07
Augcorn .................. 711 Central States
Wheat .....ccocovvvrennee. 8.11 Montpelier

(670 o VST 6.98
POET Biorefining Late July corn ........ 6.88
Portland Beans......ccoouuunns 16.04
(010) & s VNSO 7.05 Late July beans......15.99
Augcorn ..o, 7.15 Wheat ......coeeeennens 8.16
Oct. corn ........cu...... 5.81
Heartland

The Andersons St. Anthony
Richland Township Corn..........ccooo....... 6.73
(070) i VSRS 6.97 Oct.corn ..., 5.75
Aug. corn .. Beans........ccouueeneee. 15.83
Beans........ccoueeuneee. . Oct. beans .............. 13.51
Aug. beans.............. 13.66  Wheat .....cccoueennee.e. 8.05

Today in

history

In 1535, Sir Thomas
More’s trial began for
refusing to accept King
Henry VIII as the head of
the Church of England.

In 1838, Charles Dar-
win presented a paper of
his theory of evolution to
the Linnean Society in
London.

In 1847, the United
States Post Office issued
its first general issue
postage stamps. They
were a 5-cent stamp in
honor of Benjamin
Franklin, who served as
the first postmaster gen-
eral under the Continen-
tal Congress, and a 10-
cent stamp honoring
President George Wash-
ington.

In 1863, the Battle of
Gettysburg began in
Pennsylvania. Union
Gen. George Reynolds
was Killed early in the
fighting, setting the tone
for a day that saw mas-
sive losses for both
armies.

In 1867, the Dominion
of Canada was formed.
The day is celebrated as
an annual holiday, known
as Canada Day since 1982.

In 1979, Sony started
selling its portable cas-
sette player known as the
Walkman.

In 2002, the Interna-
tional Criminal Court
was established.

In 2007, Andrea Ban-
ter, 24, Berne was Kkilled
and nine others, includ-
ing six children ages 7
and younger, were
injured in a traffic colli-
sion at the intersection
of county roads 1150
West and 350 North, west
of Pennville.

In 2020, the United
States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement was signed to
replace the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agree-
ment that had been in
effect since 1994.

In 2021, after about
four months of discus-
sion, Portland Plan Com-
mission gave a favorable
recommendation to Port-
land City Council for
approval of rezoning 108
acres of land between
Tyson Road and county
road 75 South to allow for
the expansion of U.S.
Aggregates’ stone quarry.

—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Tuesday
5:30 p.m. — Portland
City Council, council

chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Portland Park
Board, council cham-
bers, fire station, 1616 N.
Franklin St.

7 pm. — Pennville
Town Council, town hall,

105 N. Washington St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

Wednesday

7 am. — Jay County
Board of Health, health
department, 504 W. Arch
St., Portland.

Laws ...

Continued from page 1
Handgun permits

After heated, final-hour debates,
the end of the 2022 legislative ses-
sion saw the passage of a Constitu-
tional Carry measure that says
Hoosiers who are 18 and older
don’t need a permit to carry a
handgun.

There are still exceptions to who
can carry a handgun, however.
That includes individuals who
have been convicted of a felony or
have a pending felony case — the
same as under the previous per-
mitting system.

But it will be harder for police to
immediately know if a person is
prohibited or not.

Anyone who has been convicted
of domestic violence, domestic
battery or criminal stalking, and
those who have been dishonorably
discharged from the military are
also not allowed to have a hand-
gun.

Violators of the handgun law
face, at minimum, a misdemeanor
charge that carries a maximum
penalty of 365 days in prison.

The crime is elevated to a felony
— punishable by up to six years in
prison — if the individual has past
felony or domestic violence con-
victions, or if they carry a hand-
gun on or near school property.

Permits still will be available to
those who want one through the
Indiana State Police.

Vaping tax

Vaping products will become
more expensive in Indiana, begin-
ning Friday.

E-cigarette cartridges and vape
pods will be taxed at 15% of the
wholesale price. Other vaping
products are also subject to a 15%
retail tax.

Lawmakers originally planned
to impose a 25% tax on e-cigarette
cartridges, but legislators lowered
the tax to 15% during the 2022 ses-
sion. They argued the vaping
device tax change was made to
bring it in line with the 15% rate

Officer ... :

key Morgan Park and
placed it in his patrol vehi-
cle. As a “joke,” Ridenour
said in the document, he
retrieved the syringe and
placed it with the evidence
in front of Fishbaugh and
Huftel, the document says.

In Indiana, a Level 6
felony carries a sentence of
six months to two and a
half years, with an adviso-
ry sentence of one year.

Continued from page 1

Ridenour’s report from
the incident did not list a
syringe as evidence found
from the trash pull.

According to court docu-
ments, Ridenour admitted
to state police during a Nowv.
1 interview there was no
syringe found in the trash.
According to the court doc-
ument, he said he previous-
ly found the syringe at Red-

Felony arrests

set last year for refillable vaping
products.

The new law takes effect after the
U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion announced last week that Juul,
an e-cigarette maker, must stop
selling its vaping device and its
tobacco and menthol flavored car-
tridges.

A federal appeals court tem-
porarily blocked the government
ban, however, allowing Juul to sell
its electronic cigarettes while it
appeals the sales ban.

Coerced abortion

As lawmakers prepare to propose
new abortion restrictions in a spe-
cial session later this month, a sep-
arate new law requires personnel
at abortion clinics to ask pregnant
individuals if their abortion was
coerced. It also requires clinics to
inform patients that coerced abor-
tion is illegal.

If clinic staff suspect or are
informed of a coerced abortion,
they are required to contact law
enforcement, who must investigate
the report.

The law states that coercing
someone into an abortion is a Level
6 felony. A facility that fails to
report a coerced abortion could
additionally face a Class C infrac-
tion.

Net metering

Effective Friday, Hoosiers will no
longer be able to participate in net
metering when they install rooftop
solar panels or other types of dis-
tributed generation systems.

Meant to provide an economic
incentive for homeowners to install
solar, net metering has provided
credits to homeowners for excess
energy they generate and send
back onto the grid.

The phase-out means those who
install solar panels on their roofs
will no longer be eligible for the
retail credit for their solar energy.

Anyone who installed solar by
the end of 2017 will still qualify for
full net-metering credit for 30

years, or until 2047. Hoosiers who
installed solar panels up to June 30
will receive the credit until 2032.

Charitable Bail

Under a new law, charitable
organizations can only pay bail for
people charged with misdemeanors
and nonviolent felonies as long as
the person hasn’t been previously
convicted of a violent felony.

Organizations are also not
allowed to bail out more than three
people in a 180-day period without a
license.

The law was widely considered to
be aimed at The Bail Project, which
worked with the the American
Civil Liberties Union of Indiana to
file a legal challenge against it.

A federal judge on Wednesday
refused to block the law from tak-
ing effect as scheduled, however.

Judge James Patrick Hanlon in
Indianapolis denied a request from
The Bail Project and the ACLU of
Indiana for an injunction, ruling
that the groups hadn’t shown a
likelihood that they would succeed
in proving the law unconstitution-
al.

School boards

School boards are now required
to accept oral public comment at
each meeting.

The measure allows individual
boards to set time limits on com-
ment periods, and to take measures
necessary to keep meetings orderly
— including removing anyone who
is being intentionally disruptive.
School boards are also allowed to
meet virtually under certain cir-
cumstances.

The legislation stemmed from
confrontational or disruptive
school board meetings over the last
year that saw some boards suspend
or restrict public comment ses-
sions.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is an
independent, nonprofit news organi-
zation. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

and residents.

Residential entry

A Dunkirk man was
arrested Thursday for res-
idential entry.

Jordan T. Tierney, 26, 320

N. Main St. Apt. 2, was pre- Jail.

SERVICES

Today

Roser, Kenneth: 2 p.m,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Nifong, Ruby: 7 pm,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Saturday
Miller, Jason: | pm,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Tuesday
Schoenherr, Vincent: 10:30
a.m,, St. Joseph Catholic Church,
1689 St.Joe Road, Fort Recovery,
Ohio.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

liminarily charged with a
Level 6 felony for burglary
or breaking and entering.
He’s being held on a
$3,000 bond in Jay County

Swiss Village

NOW SEEKING:
HEALTHCARE HOSTESS

Swiss Village is seeking an individual to work Part-Time as a
Healthcare Hostess. This position will be 2-3 days per week, 4pm-
7pm, with a weekend rotation. Weekend hours will be 2pm-5pm
on Saturdays and Sundays. This position is responsible for
assisting the healthcare staff by providing non-medical support
services, including passing linens, snacks, and ice waters.
Candidates must be at least 15 years old, have an interest in
nursing services, and be able to communicate effectively with staff

Apply in person, online at www.swissvillage.org,

or send Resume to:
Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist

Or e-mail: careers@swissvillage.org

Swiss Village
1350 W. Main St.
Berne, IN 46711

Great Conoessmn Selects
: Pork Dinners

Tenderloin Food Truck
FREE BOUNCE HOUSES

BAND

COUNTRY SHACK NOVELTY STAND

AMAZING FIREWORK SHOW AT 10PM

(presented by the Redkey Volunteer Fire Department)

GAMES WILL BE PLAYED THURSDAY, FRIDAY, AND

ALL DAY SATURDAY

CHAMPIONSHIP RINGS WILL BE PRESENTED ON
MILHOLIN FIELD AT CONCLUSION OF BALL GAMES

SATURDAY NIGHT
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To wed Aug. 13

ter.

Clinic.

County Sheriff’s Office.

Eric Smitley and
Katelyn Beougher

Katelyn Beougher and Eric Smitley are plan-
ning a wedding Aug. 13 at Jay County Event Cen-

Beougher, the daughter of Jason and Chris
McAbee of Portland, is a 2017 Jay County High
School graduate. She works at Redkey Veterinary

Smitley, the son of Shellie Rodgers and late
Douglas Smitley of Dunkirk, graduated from Jay
County High School in 2016. He’s employed at Jay

Eric Smitley and Katelyn Beougher

Trans teen yearns for support

DEAR ABBY: I am a 19-year-old
trans man. I told my mother years
ago, and while she hasn’t stopped
me from transitioning, she’s whol-
ly unsupportive. Despite telling
her my new name and pronouns,
she refuses to refer to me that way
even when we are alone. (I can’t
tell the rest of my family; they
would disown me.)

Every time I bring it up, she gets
quiet or changes the subject. I love
her and she loves me, but it breaks
my heart to see her ignore who I
am, and I know she won’t back me
up if the rest of my family finds
out. I feel hopeless.

What do I do to make her under-
stand? — TRUE SELF IN GEOR-
GIA

DEAR TRUE SELF: Parents
usually want to protect their
children. They can also be mis-
informed or confused about the
issue of being a trans person.
The announcement may be hard
to accept because many individ-
uals have known they’re trans
for a long time but hesitated to
tell others, including their par-
ents. The revelation can be awk-
ward and challenging to
respond to with patience, love
and care.

Take your mom to a PFLAG
meeting, if she’s willing to go.
It can make a huge difference
for parents, and it’s what I rec-
ommend for you. To find a local

Dear
Abby

chapter, visit pflag.org/find.
PFLAG booklets like “Our
Trans Loved Ones” or “Guide to
Being a Trans Ally” could be
enlightening for her (and you).

For your own emotional sup-
port, find community that is
accepting and affirming
PFLAG, a faith community or a
transmasculine support group
— to gain confidence and safety.
And do not underestimate the
power of “chosen family.” Cre-
ate a plan to get your life in
order if your family can’t be
accepting. There ARE people
who will love and care for any-
one whose family can’t love
them. Seek them out.

While it may be challenging,
look toward community gather-
ing spaces and meetup groups.
People are there; it may just
take a bit more work to find
them.

Consider starting the search
in a nearby larger town or city
to find out who else travels
there for support, or to find a
safe space to explore away from

home to gain a broader perspec-
tive. Stay safe. Educate your-
self about resources online
(affirming communities, crisis
and emergency hotlines, state
laws and rules). Planning
AHEAD is something people
forget most often about the
transition process. I wish you
only the best.

DEAR ABBY: I may stop going to
an auto mechanic I have used for
several years because of mistakes
he made diagnosing problems on
my daughter’s friend’s car.

He advised her to get another
car, but a different mechanic
replaced the spark plugs and the
catalytic converter, and the car is
fine.

Should I tell him why I'm not
coming back or just drive off into
the sunset and let it go? — FIXING
TO CHANGE IN OHIO

DEAR FIXING: Let it go. If
the mechanic contacts you and
asks why he hasn’t seen you,
tell him the truth — that you no
longer trust his judgment after
the bum steer he gave your
daughter’s friend.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail
Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at DearAbby.com or PO.
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-

mit an item, email 7000.
news@thecr.com.
Monday
Saturday PORTLAND BREAK-

PORTLAND FARMERS
MARKET — Will be held
from 9 am. to 1 p.m. each
Saturday in the parking lot
at The Rock Church, 1605
N. Meridian St.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.
BRYANT AREA COM-
MUNITY CENTER
Walking from 9:30 to 10:30
a.m. every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday:
PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon

Sudoku

Level: Advanced

Thursday’s Solution

[0}
N
[0}
[\
~

The objective is to fill a

nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and

each of the nine three-by-

three boxes (also called

blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only

one time each.
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each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 1
p.m. the first Monday of
each month at Portland
Place, 430 W. Lafayette St.
For more information, call
(800) 589-1121.

EUCHRE — Will be played
starting at 1 p.m. each Mon-
day at West Jay Community
Center, 125 Hoover St.,
Dunkirk.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnancy
testing with ongoing sup-
port during and after preg-
nancy. The center is located
at 216 S. Meridian St., Port-
land. Hours are 1 to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday. For
more information or to
schedule an appointment,
call (260) 726-8636. Walk-ins
accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL —
Will be served from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m. at Asbury United
Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 5:30
pam., with the meeting at 6
p.m., in the fellowship hall at
Evangelical Methodist
Church, 930 W. Main St.,
Portland. New members
welcome. For more informa-
tion, call (260) 726-5312.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6 p.m.
each Monday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more information,
call Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Wil
meet at 6 p.m. the first and
third Monday of each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.

Tuesday

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

THE LANDING — A 12-
step program for those in
sixth through 12th grade
will meet at 5:55 p.m. each
Tuesday at 2nd Chance at
Life Ministries, 228 S. Merid-
ian St., Portland. For more
information, call (260) 703-
0777 or (260) 726-5273.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal starts
at 6 pm. and the meeting is
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. every
Tuesday at the Nazarene
Fellowship Building across
from the Nazarene church,
249 E. Center St., Dunkirk.

Keep pets calm,
safe this holiday

By MARY RAMSEY
The Charlotte Observer
Tribune News Service

Fireworks shows are a
summer staple, especially
on and around the Fourth
of July, but they can also
be a source of anxiety for
pets and their owners.

In addition to the fire-
works themselves posing a
potential danger to ani-
mals, the loud noises,
bright lights and strong
smells that come with fire-
works displays can trigger
stress and fear for pets,
which can be damaging to
their health and lead to
accidents if and when
they try to run away.

Here are some tips for
keeping your pet, and in
turn yourself, calm when
fireworks are going off,
courtesy of the Humane
Society of the United
States:

Keep pets away from
fireworks and their
remnants

Pets make great com-
panions; however, the
Humane Society recom-
mends not bringing them
along to fireworks shows
because pets tend to be
“more sensitive to loud
noises, flashing lights and
strong smells.”

If you do leave your pet
at home while heading out

to celebrate July Fourth
yourself, it’s helpful to
leave your radio or TV on
“to soften jarring noises.”

Make sure your pet has
a collar, ID tag and
microchip

When pets are scared by
the sights and sounds of a
fireworks show, they may
try to run away. Even pets
that are inside, the Human
Society cautions, may try
to make a break for it by
breaking through a door
or window. So, it’s impor-
tant to make sure your
pets are wearing their col-
lars and that those collars
have up-to-date ID tags
with your address and/or
a way to contact you. If
your pet is microchipped,
you should also make sure
it’s registered.

Get advice, help from
your pet’s veterinarian

If you've had issues
with your pet getting anx-
ious during fireworks
shows before, the Human
Society recommends talk-
ing to your veterinarian
about the situation.

Vets that know your pet
can give you recommenda-
tions on techniques for
keeping your pet calm that
they think will help and,
if necessary, even pre-
scribe medications that
can help.
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today
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Biden is wrong
about legislation

To the editor:

When President Joe
Biden says that the Protec-
tion of Lawful Commerce
in Arms Act gives gun
manufacturers more pro-
tection from liability than
other companies he is flat
out lying as he has done on
almost every gun control
issue in the last 50 years.

Gun manufacturers are
bound by the same liability
laws as any other company
with one minor exception.
If some drunk driver kills
with a Ford Taurus and the
victim’s family tries to sue
Ford, the judge will declare
it a frivolous lawsuit and
throw it out before a trial
even begins. But if some-
one is killed with a Rem-
ington firearm and the
company is sued, a biased,
liberal, gun-hating judge
will let the frivolous law-
suit go to court costing
Remington millions to
defend in court.

Letters to
the Editor

Using that judicial bias
to bankrupt gun compa-
nies out of existence was
the plan of the anti-gun
Democrats and billion-
aire New York Mayor
Michael Bloomberg.

The Protection of Law-
ful Commerce in Arms
Act was passed to protect
the firearms industry
from frivolous lawsuits
that should be thrown
out of court.

If arms manufacturers
break the law or make a
defective product they
can be sued just like any
other company.

Stephen Erwin

Portland

Inflation has varying effects

By MICHAEL J. HICKS

In the past few months, I've had
several folks ask if recent infla-
tion is the worst it has ever been.
To those sweet summer children,
I say what should be
obvious: inflation has been much
worse. That is why economists at
the Federal Reserve are burning
the midnight oil trying to figure
out how much monetary tighten-
ing will be needed to prevent it
from worsening. A far better
question is how does inflation
affect the economy, and also, who
benefits and who bears the cost?

It’s important to note that infla-
tion has toppled governments,
throwing power to ruthless
despots from Hitler to Mugabe.
And yet, those were events unlike
ours in every conceivable way. I
have a 1 million Reichmark bank
note and a 1 million Zimbabwean
dollar note to prove it. Neither of
these were worth their face value
in toilet paper when printed.

The inflation we suffer is of the
more ordinary kind. Year over
year, the price level has risen at
just over 8 percent for the last
quarter. As I mentioned before,
most of that increase is a result
of the many steps that the Trump
and Biden administrations, Con-
gress, and Federal Reserve took
to sustain the economy through
the COVID-19 pandemic. Some of
it is due to real economic shocks,
like oil price increases because
of Russian attacks on Ukraine.

The Federal Reserve is charged
with sustaining price level stabil-
ity in the U.S. This inflationary
period showed them to be less
effective than they wished, but I
am not sure anyone else would’ve
done better. The Russian attack is
outside their control, and the offi-
cial economic data in 2021 was
unreliable due to massive job
swings after the pandemic. To put
it in context, we have a lot more
data on earthquakes and hurri-
canes than we do on inflation,
and those phenomena are two
things we humans are bad at fore-
casting. It seems unlikely we can
predict inflation spikes any bet-
ter with today’s understanding of
the problem.

We measure inflation by look-
ing directly at prices. The Bureau
of Labor Statistics collects data
on prices in many different ways.
There are price indices on pro-
ducer prices for hundreds of dif-
ferent products. These tell us the
potential for increases in con-
sumer prices in the coming
months. For consumer price
changes, the BLS constructs a
hypothetical “basket of goods”
the typical family might buy in a
month. There are 400 or so items
in that basket. They then collect

Michael
J. Hicks
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price data, and make an honest
effort to control for changes in
the quality of goods.

Most folks tend to focus on
gasoline prices because they are
so visible, and most consumers
have an ‘inelastic’ demand for
gasoline. That means they don’t
change their buying patterns
very much if the price increases.
Economists worry about gas
prices because transportation
costs are part of the cost of mak-
ing everything.

Inflation affects families differ-
ently based on how they save,
what they buy, and how they earn
their income. The actual effects
are pretty surprising and coun-
terintuitive.

Over the long run, inflation
penalizes those who save and
benefits those who borrow. In
particular, anyone borrowing or
lending on a long-term fixed-
price loan is affected. For exam-
ple, if you took out a 3.25% 30-
year, fixed-rate mortgage last
year, your interest rate is cur-
rently -5.25% . If you granted that
loan, you are losing money.
Again, inflation hurts those who
save and helps those who borrow.
This mostly benefits less-wealthy
households. The effect of infla-
tion on borrowers and lenders is
so strong that it was the primary
cause of the savings and loan cri-
sis of the 1980s.

Consumers whose monthly
consumption looks exactly like
the BLS “basket of goods” will
experience average inflation.
Families who buy products with
higher price increases fare
worse, and those who buy items
that increase in price more slow-
ly do better. In general, this is
part of the process of curing
inflation, by reducing the
demand for items with a more
rapid price increase. There is just
no way around that, and there is
no silver bullet for reducing infla-
tion.

Commodity prices tend to move
up and down with more volatility,
which means food and fuel prices
are more susceptible to inflation.
Inflation has a more modest effect
on products that can be bought eas-
ily at a later date. The ability to
defer purchases is a hedge against
inflation, but is a double-edged
sword. If prices don’t drop, delay-
ing a purchase isn’t much help.
Many prices won’t drop, and the

BLS “sticky price” index suggests
that about half of the inflation
increases are more or less perma-
nent.

Inflation also affects families dif-
ferently due to the ways they earn
their incomes. Retirees who live
off income from savings are obvi-
ously struggling from the second-
ary effect of a stock market
decline. This is offset partially by
much more generous Cost-Of-Liv-
ing Adjustment (COLA) increases
from Social Security. These are
based on a basket of goods that are
more sensitive to inflation than the
average retiree experiences. Like-
wise, federal employees and mili-
tary service members typically
have COLA adjustments that are
roughly in line with inflation.

State and local government
employees almost never see infla-
tion adjustments at this level.
Thus state, municipal, and school
employees have experienced real
pay cuts of 4 to 6 percent this
year, and higher next year. This
will be particularly acute in
states with biennium budgets.
For example, Indiana’s teachers
will end next year with an infla-
tion-adjusted salary that is per-
haps 10% below that of last sum-
mer. It may be worse.

Private sector workers in indus-
tries with price flexibility will typ-
ically fare better than inflation.
Firms will have some ability to
raise wages in these sectors;
whether they do so depends upon
how valuable individual employ-
ees are to the business. Last
month, workers in mining, non-
durable goods manufacturing, con-
struction, wholesale trade, logis-
tics, utilities, private sector educa-
tion and health services and hospi-
tality all saw wage increases. The
others all saw wage cuts.

Inflation affects families and
businesses differently. For some,
especially borrowers, it is a short-
term panacea, but for most others,
it means lower living standards
and incomes. Short-term inflation
rarely has left lasting damage on
an economy, and there are plenty
of reasons to think inflation will
lessen in the coming months.
Long-term inflation slows growth
as businesses invest less in the
domestic economy. Over time that
risks stagflation, which is the com-
bination of inflation and stagnant
growth. That would be bad news
for everyone.

Hicks is the director of the Cen-
ter for Business and Economic
Research and the George and
Frances Ball Distinguished Pro-
fessor of Economics in the Miller
College of Business at Ball State
University. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.

Role models
are crltlcal

By LAURA GOETZ

Progressive Perspectives
Tribune News Service

When my son came out,
I found myself quickly
learning how to navigate
a new world where he
might not be given the
same rights and opportu-
nities I expected for him. I
was lost in a storm of
rhetoric and hate pushing
back against my child’s
future.

Then we found Joe Wil-
son, a filmmaker, and his
husband Dean Hamer.
Joe’s film, "Out in the
Silence" portrayed
LGBTQ+ issues in a rural
U.S. town similar to our
own. The film captured
the transformative power
of open dialogue with
those who don’t share
your beliefs.

Hamer’s work as an
openly gay Harvard-edu-
cated scientist served as
an example that my son
could succeed in whichev-
er career he choose. At a
time when marriage was
not federally legal, Wilson
and Hamer’s decades-long
relationship showed us
that a full life was possible
for LGBTQ+ people even
with these restrictions.

We even reached out to
Wilson and Hamer when
we approached our school
district to push for an
inclusive curriculum.
They took the time to
answer us, providing
advice and support for
breaking down barriers
that shaped local policy. I
was grateful for their
guidance in showing me
how to make our little
community better for my
son.

The world our children
are growing up in
remains awash in homo-
phobic and transphobic
messages — from conser-
vative groups pushing to
ban books that touch on
LGBTQ+ issues to laws
being passed to stop even
the use of the word “gay”
in schools. Many fear that
the rights won by the
LGBTQ+ community will
be erased. With society
telling queer youth they
shouldn’t exist, it’s impor-
tant we show them that
LGBTQ+ people are and
always have been a vital
part of humanity.

June is Pride month, a

Laura “*.
Goetz §

time to celebrate LGBTQ+
love but also protest the
hate and exclusion that
still impacts many queer
and trans people today.
But after the parade con-
fetti is swept away, I
encourage you to look for
a deeper, lasting connec-
tion for your child within
their new community. An
important part of that is
the need for powerful role
models.

We know that LGBTQ+
teens are up to four times
more likely to consider
suicide and face many
other health disparities if
they don’t feel accepted.
They need people to shine
a light on the path ahead,
showing them they can be
anything. Often the
strongest adult role mod-
els young people see are
other LGBTQ+ advocates
and celebrities. As won-
derful as they are, we need
more.

This isn’t a message for
LGBTQ+ adults telling
them they have to be more
visible. I'm instead asking
parents to look further
than the most broadcast
people in their world.
Look at the fields that
interest your child, from
astrophysics to zoology,
and find LGBTQ+ leaders
in those areas working to
make the world better.

Show your child that
they exist and that they
matter. Without that guid-
ing light from generations
before them, future gener-
ations might believe, as
educator Gerald Unk once
said, “no one who has ever
felt as you do has done
anything worth mention-
ing.”

I was afraid that my
child’s future would be
limited. Wilson and
Hamer showed us that we
were wrong. Help your
child find the guides they
need to show them a
brighter future.

Goetz is a social worker,
educator and activist.
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Biden commits another $800 million

By JOHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes
Tribune News Service

President Joe Biden said
Thursday that the U.S. soon will
send Ukraine a further $800 mil-
lion in weaponry, including
advanced rocket systems, as part
of the long-term American com-
mitment to the country.

“As long as it takes, so Russia
cannot in fact defeat Ukraine and
move beyond Ukraine,” Biden
told reporters at the conclusion
of NATO’s summit in Madrid.

Biden said U.S. support must
endure even as the U.S. faces its
own struggles in the form of soar-
ing inflation and exorbitant gas
prices, which have been made
worse by the Russia-Ukraine war.

During the summit, the U.S.
and other allies took significant
steps toward transforming the 30-
nation military pact. Among
them, members agreed to invite
Sweden and Finland to join the
alliance.

A new strategic concept that
named Russia a top threat and
China a challenger to Western
security also was finalized.

Biden announced that the U.S.
military will expand missions in
Europe in a variety of ways,
including the establishment of a
permanent garrison for the
Army in Poland.

All of the changes stem from
the U.S. and NATO’s reaction to
the war in Ukraine. Biden said
the end result thus far of Russian

President Vladimir Putin’s war is
an alliance more unified than
ever.

“Before the war started, I told
Putin that if he invaded Ukraine
that NATO would not only get
stronger, we would get more unit-
ed,” Biden said. “And that is
exactly what we see today.”

The summit was a showcase
for how dramatically the tone
among allies has shifted since the
end of the previous U.S. adminis-
tration, during which NATO
gatherings were marked by Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s hectoring
of members to pony up more
money for defense.

Most allies still fall far short of
the NATO benchmark of 2% of
national GDP to be spent on

Senate
drafts
drug
pricing
plan

By LAUREN CLASON
CQ-Roll Call
Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON — Sen-
ate Democrats are scrap-
ing together a last-minute
plan to let Medicare nego-
tiate prices directly with
manufacturers for some
prescription drugs ahead
of the midterm elections,
according to a summary
of the plan obtained by
CQ Roll Call.

The effort attempts to
revive a key piece of
Democrats’ sweeping
social spending and cli-
mate bill after intra-party
divisions killed the origi-
nal legislation. Senate
Majority Leader Charles
E. Schumer, D-N.Y.,, has
been working with the
broader bill’s most vocal
Democratic holdout, Sen.
Joe Manchin III of West
Virginia, who has consis-
tently supported the idea
of Medicare negotiation.

The Washington Post
first reported the deal.

A source familiar with
the plan said the plan is
expected to have the full
support of the caucus.
Schumer will need the
support of all 50 Senate
Democrats to pass the bill
under the chamber’s
budget reconciliation
process. But it’s not clear
if the deal has the support
of other moderate Democ-
rats like Kyrsten Sinema,
D-Ariz., or Bob Menendez,
D-N.J.

Schumer is expected to
present the plan to the
parliamentarian by Tues-
day, and is working on
striking a deal with
Manchin on tax and cli-
mate change provisions
before the clock runs out.
Schumer is aiming to put
a new reconciliation pack-
age on the floor as early as
late July.

The drug pricing agree-
ment builds on a plan
negotiated by moderate
Democrats in November,
which would have
required the Department
of Health and Human
Services to negotiate
prices within certain lim-
its for up to 20 of the high-
est-cost drugs — plus
insulin — in the Part B
outpatient program and
the Part D drug program.

The plan would also
impose penalties for drug
companies that hike
prices faster than infla-
tion and implement a
$2,000 annual out-of-pock-
et cap for Part D patients.
Insulin would be capped
at $35 a month, a provi-
sion that Democrats are
also working to pass as a
standalone measure.

The new agreement
would also strengthen lan-
guage around the HHS
secretary’s obligation to
negotiate prices, in order
to prevent what the sum-
mary calls a “rogue secre-
tary” from watering down
the provisions. New lan-
guage would also limit
Medicare premium
increases — an expected
side effect of capping
patient copays. The nego-
tiation process would
begin in 2023.

defense by 2024. Only nine of
NATOQ’s 30 members will hit that
figure in 2022, according to
NATO.

But Biden heaped praise on
members for moving in the right
direction, especially Germany,
which he singled out for its recent
pledge to hit the 2% mark in the
near future.

“Allies across the board are
stepping up, increasing defense
spending,” he said.

While pressure during the
Trump era was arguably one of
the factors that has led to
increased defense expenditures
in recent years, reaction to Rus-
sia’s attack on Ukraine also has
forced allies to rethink their
approaches. Germany in particu-

lar has called Russia’s war a
watershed moment.

In Ukraine, Biden said Russia
has fallen short on its initial
objective to take the whole of the
country. For example, Ukraine’s
resistance forced Moscow to
retreat from Kyiv and concen-
trate its efforts in the east.

“Ukraine has already dealt a
severe blow to Russia,” Biden
said.

But Ukrainian forces have suf-
fered heavy losses in recent
weeks under Russian artillery
bombardments. Still, Biden high-
lighted as a sign of progress
Ukraine’s retaking Thursday of
Snake Island, a strategic Black
Sea outpost that Russia had held
since the beginning of the war.
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To the lake

Members of the Brown family from left to right: Allie, 10, Ryan, 14, Ava, 9, and Zach, 12, carry their tubes along
Riviera Beach in Lake Geneva on Monday. The Brown family of six was up in Lake Geneva because "it is close to home, fits
our schedule, and is affordable" said Mike Brown.

Tribune News Service/Chicago Tribune/Stacey Wescott

Holcomb says he
has no ‘red lines’

By CASEY SMITH

Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana’s Republican
governor said Thursday
he’ll sign any abortion-
restricting measures that
make it to his desk dur-
ing the upcoming special
legislative session.

The revelation came
one day after Indiana
lawmakers

announced they will
delay the reconvening of
the General

Assembly until late July,
however.

That also pushes back
the governor’s proposed
tax refund payments, but
legislators said it allows
more time to craft an
expected plan to further
curb access to abortions.

“I don’t have any red
lines right now,” Hol-
comb said. “It’s of para-
mount importance to me
... that we must recognize
that this issue is one of
the most divisive by defi-
nition — when you look
at where people fall in the
nation — and that will
require a thoughtful and
respectful airing of
where we all come from.”
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Although the governor,
along with Republican
leadership in the House
and Senate, have signaled
support for new restric-
tions — possibly even an
outright ban on abor-
tions — they have not
released details.

Holcomb did not say
where he stood on specif-
ic elements of a new law,
including possible excep-
tions to an abortion ban,
or if he thought criminal
penalties should be
imposed on doctors who
perform abortions.

He said Indiana should
watch other states that
already took action after
the U.S. Supreme Court
decision overturned the
landmark Roe v. Wade
and Planned Parenthood
v. Casey rulings, adding
that “it probably served
to our benefit” that Indi-
ana did not have a trigger
law in place, as others
did.

“It may be that we’ll
learn something from
others before they come
back into session,” Hol-
comb said. “And we may
be able to avoid some
wrong turns or pitfalls.”
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Bidding quiz

Partner opens One Spade, both
sides vulnerable, and you have a
partscore of 40. What would you
respond with each of the following
five hands?

1.4 83 % 107632 ¢ AQ4 & KQB
2.4 7529 AKIZ ¢ QT6 % 84
34096 YKQ44 AT & ATRT
4.474% )73 ¢ Q973 952
5.4 KB653 W AQI96 ¢ I8 & 10

®EE

1. One notrump. Without the
partscore, a two-heart bid would be
perfectly normal, but with it, the
correct response is one notrump.
This is because partner might pass
two hearts with indifferent trump
support since a game contract
has been reached — and your
hearls are simply nol subslantial
enough to risk a pass. There is no
chance of partner’s passing one
notrump, as such a response is fore-
ing with a partscare of 40.

2. 'I'wo spades. Ordinarily, you'd
respond three spades (a limit raise),
but since a jump to three with a
partscore of 40 would constitute a
slam try, you bid only two. Change
the club eight to the king and you'd
have a proper three-spade bid. Such
a jump would indicate interest in a
slam but would not be forcing.

3. Three notrump. This is also not
forcing but is highly invitational to

i slam, The jump to three notrump
promises 17 or 18 high-card points,
scattered strength in the unbid suits
und balanced distribution.

4. One notrump. Without a
partscore, you'd pass, because game
would be too remote to justify
keeping the bidding alive. But with
a 40 partscore, the requirements for
4 response are lower than the usual
six-point minimum since you don’t
have to bid as high as usual to
reach a game. You therefore lower
your sights slightly.

5. Three spades. Here you make a
slam try that is based on your excel-
lent trump support, strong side suit
and attractive distribution. True,
you have only 11 high-card points,
but slam is conceivable even oppo-
sile a minimum opening bid. Part-
ner needs little more than the ace
of spades, king of hearts and ace of
diamonds to be a favorite for 12
tricks.

An alternative response, if vou
play “splinter” bids, would be four
clubs, indicating excellent support
for spades, a singleton or void in
clubs, and 4 hand strong enough to
warrant contracting for ten tricks.
If partner had & AQxxx ¥ Kxx ¢
Ax & xxx, such as described in the
previous paragraph, he might very
well visualize the possibility of a
slam.

Tomorrow: Good to the last drop.
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Yesterday's Cryptoquip: THAT WAS SO FUNNY
I'VE FALLEN TO MY SOFT, VELVETY RUG.
NOW I'M ROLLING ON THE VELOUR LAUGHING.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals D
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Hi and Lois

YOU FOLDED

YOUR LAUNDRYZ, HELPED.

#2022 Comicana, Ine, Distributed by Kina Faat

G

LET's PUT
IT AWAY IN
YOUR
DRAWERS.

WE'VE GOT
A KEEPER.

RELAX,
THEY JUST
MET.

HiandLais.com

AND WHAT ARE GOV
GOING TO DO WHEN
“ou GET THEREZ

Blondie

NO... INVEDIATELSY! |
TEXT ME IMMEDIATELS!

DO YOU HAVE ANY,
PERSONALIZED 7 1S My BOSS'
BIRTHDAY AND
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Snuffy Smith
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LI'L TATER NEEDS TO COME UP
WIF MORE EXCITIN' PLOTS FER
HIS PUPPET SHOWS, MAW !

2022 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. Wond rights reserved.

POOR LI'L FELLER KEEPS
PUTTIN' HISSELF
TO SLEEP !

Beetle Bailey
I THOUGHT YOU'D BE SOTHIS 15 MY I
HAPPY THAT T =3 APPY HOUR2/ TRIED!
GAVE YoU soMe 3% 4 3 i
TIME TO ENJOY @& &3

BY YOURSELF
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Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,

Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

7655091956 /74 Soles & Sewice, e

GABBARD FENCE
FARM ¢ COMMERCIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL ¢ VINYL
“SINCE 1969”
rgfence @yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Highway 67 W,
Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

Wendel's

A\ Von Schrader Dry
|| Foam Cleaning

For Quick Drying,
Residential &

Green Seal® Commercial

Approved
Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520
Cell 260-729-2797

Heating & Gooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/

word
6 insertions....
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes
Online....... FREE
Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776

GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

BANNERS
40” x 137

BUY ONE FOR

$695
GET ONE FOR

$350

BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

ROD PENROD, LICENSED AGENT

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Drug Plans
Medicare Advantage
Senior Life Insurance

Local Agent

260-418-9492

Bricker & [Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,
Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.
Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY
Custom sizes available.

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what

you might find in

The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a new car to a

new home, to a new

job,

the Classifieds deliv-

er!

Go to thecr.com

or call

260-726-8141




The Commercial Review
Friday, July 1, 2022

Page 7

Fort Recovery fights off S

FORT RECOVERY — The
Eels won just a third of the
relays.

But they stacked up individ-
ual victories to come through
with a victory.

The Fort Recovery Eels sum-
mer swim team knocked off the
St. Henry Stingrays 706-619
Thursday at Ambassador Pool.

Teigen Fortkamp and Audra
Bubp cruised through a domi-
nant night in the 15-and-older
girls events for Fort Recovery.
The former was first in the 100-
meter freestyle, 50 backstroke
and 50 freestyle while the latter
took the 50 freestyle, individual
medley and 50 breaststroke.

Isaac LeFevre added victories
in the 15-and-older boys 100
freestyle, 100 individual medley
and 50 freestyle.

Other triple winners for the
Eels were Wyatt Gann as he
took the 9-10-year-old boys 50
freestyle, 25 backstroke and 25
freestyle and Carson Ful-

USC,

By RON KROICHICK
San Francisco Chronicle
Tribune News Service

The college sports landscape
is about to change, in a seismic
way.

USC and UCLA will bolt to the
Big Ten Conference in 2024, the
schools confirmed in separate
news releases late Thursday
afternoon. This delivers a devas-
tating blow to the Pac-12 and

Rockets fall at Day Air

DAYTON, Ohio — The

plate.

tlgrs

The Comercial Review/Ray Cooney

Louis Diller swims the 25-meter butterfly for the Fort Recovery Eels during their 706-619 victory Thursday over the
visiting St. Henry Stingrays at Ambassador Pool.

lenkamp in the 13-14-year-old
boys 100 freestyle, 50 butterfly
and 100 individual medley.
Kendall Ranly (girls) and
Grady Warvel (boys) both won
the 100 freestyle and 100 indi-
vidual medley in the 11-12-year-

UCLA set

could have serious implications
for Cal and Stanford.

The Big Ten voted to accept
both USC and UCLA as full mem-
bers of the conference effective
Aug. 2, 2024, according to USC’s
announcement. They  will
remain as part of the Pac-12
until then.

“With the Big Ten, we are join-
ing a storied conference that
shares our commitment to aca-

(Pequignot was

inning before Nick Bailey

old division. Hailey Wenning
took the 9-10-year-old girls 25
butterfly and 25 freestyle, Cam-
den LeFever was first in the 9-
10-year-old boys 25 butterfly
and 100 individual medley,
Makenna Huelskamp scored

victories in the 13-14-year-old
girls 25 butterfly and 100 indi-
vidual medley and Korbin
Ranly won the 8-and-younger
boys 25 backstroke and 25
freestyle.

Fort Recovery got single

swimming wins from Livy Tim-
merman, Will Faller, Gavin
Willmann and Caleb Smith.
Earning victories in diving
for the Eels were Helena Roess-
ner, Sophie Warvel, Grady
Warvel, Huelskamp and Smith.

to join Big Ten in 2024

demic excellence and athletic
competitiveness,” USC president
Carol L. Folt said in a statement.
“We are positioning USC and our
student-athletes for long-term
success and stability amidst the
rapidly evolving sports media
and collegiate athletics land-
scapes. We are delighted to begin
this new chapter in 2024.”

USC and UCLA are expected to
significantly boost the Big Ten’s

bargaining power as the confer-
ence seeks its next media-rights
deal.

The Big Ten is in the midst of
those negotiations now, because
its current agreement expires
next year. The Pac-12’s deal
expires in 2024, making the tim-
ing of this USC/UCLA defection
all the more damaging.

Their impending departure
comes in the wake of last year’s

news that Texas and Oklahoma
will move from the Big 12 to the
SEC in 2025. That seemed giant
at the time, and now the Big Ten
has offered an emphatic
response.

“Tell us more about tradition,
loyalty and education,” ESPN
college basketball analyst Jay
Bilas tweeted. “This is pro
sports. It’s about money, and
that’s okay. It’s business.”

Nick Bailey comes to

Rockets spent Thursday
night on a Minor League
field.

They weren’t able to get
much offense going while
they were there.

The Portland Rockets
managed just a pair of hits
as they lost 7-1 to the Ohio
Warhawks at Day Air Ball-
park, the home of the
Class A Dayton Dragons.

Portland’s only run
came in the third inning
with Dakota Durick start-
ing the frame with a sin-
gle. After back-to-back
strikeouts, Nick Pequignot
smacked a double to center
field to bring Durick to the

thrown out trying to
advance to third.)

That run closed the gap
for the Rockets — they had
allowed two runs in the
bottom of the first inning
thanks in large part to
three walks — but they
were unable to pull even.
Ohio then scored five
times in the fifth inning to
put the game away.

Peyton Smith took the
loss for Portland (11-10),
allowing two runs on two
hits and six walks in four
innings. He struck out one
batter.

Tyler Reynolds gave up
five runs in 2/3 of an

Sports on tap

closed the game with 1 1/3
scoreless innings.

A pair of Ohio pitchers
combined for 13 strike-
outs.

Beyond the hits in the
third inning, the Rockets
only had three other base
runners. Hunter Kauser
drew a couple of walks
and Pequignot was hit by a
pitch.

Portland is in the midst
of six consecutive games
away from home. It will
play again at 1 p.m. Sun-
day in a doubleheader
against the host Battle
Creek Merchants at C.O.
Brown Stadium.

OHID WARHAWKS
AT DAY AIR BALLPARK

b WELCO

“P"‘*

Special to The Commercial Review/Samantha Thomas

the mound to relieve
pitcher Tyler Reynolds
during the fifth inning of
the Portland Rockets’ 7-
1 loss to the Ohio
Warhawks on Thursday
at Day Air Ballpark in
Dayton, Ohio. The
stadium is the home of
the Dayton Dragons, the
Class A Minor League
affiliate of the Cincinnati
Reds.

Local schedule
Sunday
Portland Rockets doubleheader at
Battle Creek Merchants — 1 p.m.

TV schedule

Today
6:40 p.m. — Major League Base-
ball: Atlanta Braves at Cincinnati Reds
(Bally Indiana)
8 p.m. — Professional Fighting
League (ESPN)

Saturday
8 a.m. — Tennis: Wimbledon
(ESPN)
1 p.m. — WNBA basketball:

Phoenix Mercury at Chicago Sky (ESPN)

1 p.m. — Basketball: BIG3 - Power
vs. Enemies, EHM vs. 3s Company and
Triplets vs. Ball Hogs (CBS)

2:30 p.m. — Auto racing: NASCAR
Xfinity Series — Henry 180 (USA)

3 p.m. — Golf: John Deere Classic
(CBS)

4:10 p.m. — Major League Base-

ball: Atlanta Braves at Cincinnati Reds
(Bally Indiana); Oakland Athletics at
Seattle Mariners (FS1)

7 p.m. — Canadian Football
League: Saskatchewan Roughriders at
Montreal Alouettes (ESPN2)

7:15 p.m. — Major League Base-
ball: Boston Red Sox at Chicago Cubs
(FOX)

8 p.m. — Auto racing: Camping
World SRX Series — Stafford Motor
Speedway (CBS)

10 p.m. — UFC 276 (ESPN)

Local notes
Outing scheduled

Portland Mayor John Boggs will host
his Mayor’s Golf Outing July 8 at Portland
Golf Club.

The event will begin with a shotgun
start at noon. Registration will run from
11 to 11:45 a.m.

The outing will be limited to the first
20 four-person teams to sign up.

Registration forms are available at
city hall, 321 N. Meridian St., Portland, or
by emailing Ikelly@thecityofportland.net.

Chamber outing set

Jay County Chamber of Commerce
will hold its annual golf outing July 22
at Portland Golf Club.

The event will begin with a shotgun
start at 9 a.m. It will be limited to 20
teams.

Registration forms are available at
the chamber office, 118 S. Meridian
St., Portland or by emailing tabby@jay-
countychamber.com. The deadline is
July 11.

For more information, call (260)
726-4481.

5K circuit continues July 4

The Run Jay County 5K Circuit will
continue with a race on Independence
Day.

The next event in the eight-race cir-
cuit is the Firecracker 5K, which begins
at 8 a.m. Monday at Jay County Fair-
grounds. Registration is $20.

Other races in the circuit include
the Sculpt Fitness 5K on July 16 and
the JRDS 5K on Aug. 6.

To have an event listed in “Sports on
tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.
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90 SALE CALENDAR

100 JOBS WANTED

110 HELP WANTED

160 WANTED TO BUY

200 FOR RENT

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Wheel and
Spoke Event Center

(located within the

Wheel and Spoke
Antique Mall, 500 S
Meridian Street, Port-

land, IN
Saturday Morning
JULY 9, 2022
10:00 A.M.
ANTIQUES-OLD
ITEMS-HOUSEHOLD
GOODS
Pie safe; Victorian style
love seat; Stained glass
type frog lamp; ; Smith

In Bros sofa and matching
The love seat; Longaberger
Commercial baskets; Pfaltzgraff and
R . many other items not
eview listed.
POTTERY
Roseville, Hull, McCoy.

PLEASE NOTE THAT
KAREN HAD A VERY
LARGE COLLECTION
OF POTTERY AND
MANY OF THESE
ITEMS HAVE BEEN
BOXED AND STORED
FOR SEVERAL YEARS.
MOBILITY CARTS-
MOWER-TOOLS
Rascal mobility cart;
Snapper riding lawn
mower with 46” deck; (2)
Elgin boat motors; and
many other items not
listed.
KAREN METTLER
ESTATE
By Katy Faith
Josh Atkinson — Estate
Attorney
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons AU10700085
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
Troy Foust AU19800068

NEED YOUR HOME
IMPROVED ? Call
Wengerd & Sons Con-
struction 260-223-4370
No project to bi or small.
Specializing in roofing,
Siding, and  Gutter
Guard. Free estimates.

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling.  260-849-
2489.

SUBSCRIBE
TO THE
COMMERCIAL
REVIEW

49%
off

Newsstand prices
Subscribe at
thecr.com

or call

260-726-8141

PENNVILLE CUSTOM
CABINETRY is willing to
train team players who
love kitchens, design and
working with wood. Avail-
able jobs include cabinet
building, final assembly,
engineering, kitchen
design, maintenance,
and CNC programming.
Wages are based on skill
and work ethic. All jobs
are 7-3:30 Monday
through Friday. Apply in
person at 600 East
Votaw Street in Portland
or by email to
Mark@PennvilleCabi-
netry.com

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23"x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

— Our E-MAIL Addresses Are—

CASH PAID FOR Indian
Artifact Collections,
Arrowheads, etc. Call
419-852-6825 ask for
Robin, Coldwater, Ohio

NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  w/full  cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

200 FOR RENT

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing,  ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
Www.sycamorespace.co
m

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what
you might find in
The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a new car to a

new home, to a new

job,

the Classifieds deliv-

er!
Go to thecr.com

or call

260-726-8141

NEWS - news@thecr.com
SPORTS - sports@thecr.com
CLASSIFIEDS - classifieds@thecr.com
ADVERTISING - ads@thecr.com
COMMERCIAL PRINTING -
print@thecr.com
BUSINESS - business@thecr.com
DELIVERY - delivery@thecr.com

Website: www.thecr.com

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

Public Notice

ORDINANCE 2022-06
ORDINANCE AMENDING
SPEED LIMITS
BE IT ORDAINED by the Board
of Commissioners of Jay County,
Indiana that the Jay County
Code of Ordinances, Title VII,
Chapter 71, Schedule IIL, Speed
Limits, is amended to add the

following maximum speed:

1. A person may not drive a
vehicle at a speed greater than
30 mph on County Road 500
North from the intersection of
US 27 to a point 2,112 feet west
of US 27.

1. The penalty for violation
of this ordinance is set forth in
Title VII, Chapter 70.99 in the
Jay County Code of Ordinances.
PASSED AND ADOPTED by
the Board of Commissioners of
Jay County, Indiana on this 27
day of June, 2022.

Chad Aker, President
Jay County Commissioners
Attest: Emily Franks, Jay
County Auditor
CR 7-1-2022 NS 7-6-202 HSPAXLP

Public Notice

STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
CAUSE NO. 38-C01-2204-MI-17
IN RE THE NAME CHANGE

OF:

Susan Marie Ellis, Petitioner
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Susan Marie Ellis, whose mail-
ing address is: 4088 E 400 N,

in The

Commercial Review

caLL 726-8141

OR Gclz. ONLINE
www.thecr.com

Portland, Indiana 47371, in Jay
County, Indiana hereby gives
notice that Susan Marie Ellis
has filed a petition in the Jay
Court requesting that her name
be changed to Susan Marie
Knotts.
Notice is hereby given that the
hearing will be held on said Pe-
tition on August 17, 2022 at 8:30
AM.

Susan Marie Ellis, Petitioner

6/13/2022

6-17,24, 7-1-2022- HSPAXLP
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Cincinnati to host
the Braves tonight,
see Sports on tap
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Ludy to join Baylor Hall of Fame

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

WACO, Texas — A former
Patriot will be inducted into his
college’s athletics hall of fame.

Josh Ludy, a 2008 Jay County
High School graduate, was
named Thursday as part of the
Baylor University Athletics
Hall of Fame 2022 class.

“It’s definitely an honor,”
Ludy said via phone from his
Missouri home. “I was looking
at some of the other guys who
are in there on the baseball side
of it. Those are some pretty big
names to be standing next to.”

He is among eight inductees

Extra bases
power victory

Former Patriot selected
in first year of eligibility

this year, joining NFL quarter-
back Robert Griffin III, Jeremy
Alcorn (men's golf), Taylor
Barnes Fallon (volleyball),
Demond "Tweety" Carter
(men's basketball), Doak Field
(football), Gary Kafer (track &

field) and Quentin Iglehart-
Summers (track & field). They
will be honored at the school’s
2022 Hall of Fame Banquet on
Nov. 18.

Ludy, who completed his
career with the Bears in 2012,

was selected in his first year of
eligibility. (Athletes must wait
10 years before being eligible
for nomination.)

The selection to Baylor’s hall
of fame comes on the strength
of his senior season, during
which he was named Big 12
Player of the Year and selected
as an All-American. He hit .362
with 16 home runs, 71 RBIs and
41 runs for the Bears, leading
the team to the NCAA Super
Regional.

He had hit .278 with three
home runs, 34 RBIs and 26 runs
during his junior season after
barely seeing the field in the

first two years of his collegiate
career.

Ludy hit a home run in his
first high school at bat as a fresh-
man and went on to bash 34 for
his career. (The 12 homers he hit
as a junior were a school record
at the time.)

He also spent multiple seasons
with the Portland Rockets.

Following his big senior sea-
son at Baylor, Ludy was drafted
in the eighth round by the
Philadelphia Phillies. He played
two years in the team’s Minor
League system and then spent
four seasons with the independ-
ent River City Cats.

Ridenour

had HR,

triple for
Matt’s Garage

The Matt’'s Garage
crew made a habit out of
taking multiple bases.

Five different players
had at least one extra-
base hit Thursday for
Matt’s Garage as it
cruised to an 11-4 victory
over Williams Auto Parts
in Portland Junior
League Rookie baseball.

In Sandy Koufax base-
ball, Loy Real Estate and
Auction topped Local
1620 13-6.

Liam Ridenour led the
extra-base effort for

Matt’s Garage as he went
3-for-3 with a home run
and a triple. Ethan Peter-
son recorded a triple and
a double as part of his 3-
for-3 night, and Braxton
Gardner, Luke Jellison
and Owen Clemens each
hit a double. Ridenour,
Peterson and Gardner
each drove in a pair of
runs.

Hayden Franks had a
triple, a double and two
RBIs for Williams in the
defeat. Easton Steed
added a pair of doubles.

Peyton Yowell’s two
inside-the-park home
runs led the Loy victory.
He also had a single as he
finished 3-for-3 and Issac
Scott and Gavin Young
also had three hits
apiece.

Zedrian Vasquez fin-
ished with three hits and
two RBIs for Local 1620.
Alex Miller also had two
hits.

el
N
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Taylor toss

Madysen Taylor of CrossRoads Financial Federal Credit Union tosses a pitch Thursday
during her team’s 12-6 victory over Fisher Meats in the Portland Junior League Minor softball
championship game. Taylor was named Miss Softball after the game.

Run any ad at regular price
during the week of the Jay County Fair (July 9 through 16)

and run it one more time for free

The Commercial Review

between July 19 and 30.

Call (260) 726-8141

Jilard's Awird Wirwing Newspaper — or email ads@thecr.com




