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Daryll Bledsoe Jr., 13,
Dunkirk
John Pearson, 77, rural

Portland
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  85 degrees Thurs-
day. The low was 63.
Tonight’s low will be in the

upper 50s. Skies will be sunny
Saturday with a high of  81.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District will
hold its summer shred day
from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday
in the parking lot at 1600 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Saturday — Photos from
tonight’s Fort Recovery High
School marching band event.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Portland City Coun-
cil meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
The county’s community devel-

opment leader has resigned.
The Commercial Review

learned Thursday afternoon and
confirmed with Jay County
Development Corporation that
Jay County Community Develop-
ment director Christy Shauver is
resigning from the position.
Her resignation as a full-time

employee will be effective Aug. 12,
though she has agreed to stay on
part-time to assist with ongoing
initiatives including the Hoosier
Enduring Legacy Program.
Shauver, who earned a mas-

ter’s degree in special education
in December 2020, is moving on
to become assistant director of
special education in a neighbor-
ing school district. That job
begins Aug. 15. (Her official hir-
ing is still pending board
approval.)
She said she had not been

actively looking for a new posi-
tion but rather was approached
about the opportunity.
“It was very unexpected,”

Shauver added.
Travis Richards, executive

director of  Jay County Develop-
ment Corporation, initially con-
firmed late Thursday that Shau-
ver had turned in her letter of
resignation the previous day. The
organization’s executive commit-
tee discussed the resignation at
its meeting Thursday morning,
with an email then going out to
the full board.
The job opening is expected to

be discussed at Jay County Devel-
opment Corporation’s regular
board meeting Tuesday.
Though details of  the arrange-

ment have not yet been finalized,
Shauver has agreed to continue
to assist with the HELP program. 

See Resigns page 2

Shauver resigns
from JCCD post

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
For the first time since Febru-

ary, the local COVID-19 level is
high.
Jay County was rated at a

high community level of
COVID-19, up from medium the
previous week, in the Centers
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion update Thursday.
It marked the first time the

county has been rated high since
the Feb. 16 update from Indiana
State Department of  Health.
Jay County has recorded 159

new cases of  COVID-19 this
month — through Tuesday —
which is about eight times as
many as in July 2021 or July
2020. (The peak in COVID-19
cases for Jay County was 908 in
January.) At 6.1 new cases per
day it is the highest average for
a month since posting 7.7 new
cases per day in February.
The community level of

COVID-19 had been low for 19
consecutive weeks before mov-
ing to medium July 14. This
week, each of  the adjacent coun-
ties in Indiana — Adams, Wells,
Blackford, Delaware and Ran-
dolph — are medium. In Ohio,
Darke County is high and Mer-
cer County is medium.
Fifty-four of  the state’s 92

counties, including most of  the
southern half  of  the state, was
rated high this week. Only four
were rated low.
At the high level, the CDC rec-

ommends wearing a mask in
indoor public spaces and on
public transportation. Vaccina-
tion is also recommended.
Those who have symptoms
should be tested, and those at
high risk for severe illness
should consider additional pre-
cautions.
According to CDC data, 40%

of  Jay County residents are
fully vaccinated.

Jay Co. COVID
level is now high

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
Indiana lawmakers voted

down a contentious amend-
ment that would have
removed exceptions for
rape and incest from
a Republican-backed
bill that seeks to ban virtu-
ally all abortions in the
state.
That was after more than

two hours of  heated debate
on the proposal late Thurs-
day night during a special
legislative session.
Eighteen Republicans

joined Democrats in voting
against the measure, which
failed in an 18-28 vote. 
It was one of  several vote

tallies for the 62 amend-
ments filed to the bill that
lacked consensus from
members of  the GOP super-
majority caucus. Overall,
the abortion debate went
five hours. 
The full Senate will vote

Saturday to determine
whether to advance the
bill to the House.
Exception for rape and

incest remains
The amendment,

authored by Sen. Mike
Young, R-Indianapolis,

sought to remove excep-
tions for abortions follow-
ing instances of  rape or
incest.
Young said his amend-

ment was “simple” and is
about saving lives. He
recently resigned from the
Republican caucus amid
disagreements over the
GOP approach to abortion-
restricting legislation. This
allowed him to offer the
amendment even if  the
GOP caucus didn’t
approve. 
“Exceptions equal

death,” he said.
The original bill allowed

abortions for pregnancies
resulting from rape or
incest up to 20 weeks con-

ception, keeping in-line
with current Indiana law
that allows abortions — in
any case — within that
timeline.
Qualifications for those

exceptions became stricter
on Tuesday, however, after
lawmakers adopted a sepa-
rate amendment in com-
mittee to limit abortions
performed in cases of  rape
or incest to 12 weeks for
those under the age of  16.
The limit drops to eight
weeks for anyone aged 16 or
older.
As amended Thursday,

the bill also maintains nar-
row exceptions for miscar-
riages, ectopic pregnancies
and cases when a fetus is

not capable of  supporting
life. It does not not allow
women to get an abortion
after conception for any
other reason.
Young maintained

Thursday that even though
his amendment would have
completely stripped the
exception, he thought sur-

vivors of  rape or incest who
are under the age of  16
should still qualify to get an
abortion. He said on the
Senate floor that he would
support a separate amend-
ment with that language,
noting that girls under 16
are “too young to give con-
sent.”

“On this issue, we’re
going to take some lives of
people who never had the
opportunity to make that
choice (to live),” Young
said. “We have the opportu-
nity and the responsibility
to protect those people who
cannot talk to us.”
See Amendment page 2

Amendment rejected

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Brick reconstruction
Jimmy Connell of Toombs Masonry, Markleville, works on masonry on the

side of Jalisco Mexican Store in Portland this morning.

Director
plans to stay
on part-time
to assist
with HELP

Indiana Capital Chronicle/Casey Smith

Republican State Sen. Mike Young takes questions from
Democratic Sen. Fady Qaddoura on Thursday during amendments on an
abortion bill in the Indiana Senate.

Senate GOP splits,
half join Dems
to reject effort

to remove exceptions
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The Mayor’s Assistant is responsible for perform-
ing a variety of clerical, administrative and tech-

nical tasks in support of the City government.
Essential duties:

-

Applications are available at: 
Portland City Hall, 321 North Meridian Street, 

Portland, Indiana 47371
8:00 AM to 4:30 PM thru Friday, August 12, 2022.  

Application deadline is August 12, 2022 at 4:30 PM.  
No applications will be accepted after this time.

The City of Portland is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Help Wanted • City of Portland
Position: Mayor’s Assistant- Full time

Daryll Bledsoe Jr.
Dec. 3, 2008-July 26, 2022

It is with such sorrow that we
inform you that Daryll E. Bled-
soe Jr., 13, Dunkirk, passed
away on Tuesday, July 26, 2022,
at IU Health Jay.
He was born on Dec. 3, 2008,

to Daryll Eugene Bledsoe Sr.
and Robyn (Jones) Bledsoe.
Both of  his par-
ents passed away.
He was adopted
by his mom,
Sarah E. (Strait)
Bledsoe at 2 years
old.
Daryll attended

Dunkirk Church
of  the Nazarene
and was going to
be an eighth grader at Jay
County Junior Senior High
School in Portland. He loved to
fish and took any opportunity
to buy new fishing gear or be
out by a pond or lake doing
what he loved. He loved base-
ball and played in Redkey Jun-

ior League. He was a Cincinnati
Reds baseball fan and an Indi-
ana Pacers basketball fan. He
looked forward to the day when
he was old enough to work at
Adair Processing like his uncle.
His mischievous grin and atti-
tude will be missed by everyone
that knew him.
Daryll will be sadly missed by

his mom Sarah E. Bledsoe and
her companion Josh Silva of
Dunkirk; siblings DiMari Bled-
soe, De’Asia Bledsoe and Junea
Nevels; aunts and uncles,
Cassey and Kevin Medlin, Tra-
cie and Ronnie Leviner, Megan
and Ryan Suman, Krista Strait
and her fiancé Ethan Phillips,
Kassie Turner and her compan-
ion Charles McGuire, Andrew
and Tabitha Jester, Josh Turn-
er and his companion Leanne
Juarez, and Jeremy and Karen
Jones; several other aunts and
uncles on his dad’s side of  the
family; grandparents Ruth and
David Gaskill, Cynthia and Roy
Perkins, and Diana Jones and
companion Gaylon Garling;

great-grandpa Lynn Jones; and
many, many cousins.
Funeral service will be at 7

p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 2, 2022, at
Keplinger Funeral Home, 509 N.
High St., Hartford City, with
Pastor Tom Fett officiating.
Visitation will be from 4 to 7

p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 2, 2022, at
Keplinger Funeral Home.
He will be cremated.
Memorials for funeral expens-

es may be made to Keplinger
Funeral Home, 509 N. High St.,
Hartford City, IN 47348.
Please utilize the funeral

home’s website at keplingerfu-
neralhome.com or the Keplinger
Funeral Home Facebook Page to
send online condolences to the
family.

John Pearson
June 21, 1945-July 27, 2022
John R. Pearson, age 77, a res-

ident of  rural Portland, passed
away on Wednesday, July 27,
2022, at his home.
John was born June 21, 1945,

in Portland, the
son of  Robert
Pearson and Myr-
tle (Smith) Pear-
son. John gradu-
ated from Pen-
nville High
School in 1963 and
served in the
National Guard
for six years.
For many years, John owned

and operated Phillips 66 in
Dunkirk. He also was a bus driv-
er for the Jay School Corpora-
tion for 33 years and farmed in
Noble Township for many years
of  his life.
Survivors include:
One son — John W. Pearson

(wife: Hope), Portland
One grandson — Tucker Pear-

son, Portland
Three sisters — Roberta Dun-

can (husband: James), Ossian,
Ruth “Joan” Teeters (husband:
Clinton), Fort Wayne and Janice
Vore, Portland
Several nieces and nephews    
John was preceded in death

by his three brothers Jim, Bill
and Jackie.
Visitation will be held on Mon-

day from 4 to 7 p.m. at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland.
Funeral services for John will be
on Tuesday at 11 a.m. at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland. Pas-
tor Herb Hummel will officiate
and burial will follow at Spring
Hill Cemetery in Fort Recovery,
Ohio.  
Memorials can be directed to

the Parkinson’s Association or
the donor’s choice.
Condolences can be expressed

at williamsonspencer.com.
••••••••••

The Commercial Review pub-
lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and service
details. There is a charge for obitu-
aries, which are accepted only
from funeral homes or mortuary
services.

Obituaries

Bledsoe

Pearson

SERVICES
Friday

Mullen, Barbara: 3 p.m.,
West-Hurtt Funeral Home, 217
S. Hampton Road, DeSoto, Texas.

Saturday
Tyndall, Donna: 9:30 a.m.,

Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Laux, Elizabeth: 10 a.m., Holy
Trinity Catholic Church, 7321 E.
Indiana 67, Bryant.

Rhodehamel, Julia: 2 p.m.,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Sunday
Schultz, Goldie: 1:30 p.m.,

Gravel Hill Cemetery Chapel,
intersection of county roads 650
North and 50 West.

Monday
Stults, Earl: 11 a.m., Baird-

Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Tuesday
Pearson, John: 11 a.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Bledsoe, Daryll: 7 p.m.,
Keplinger Funeral Home, 509 N.
High St., Hartford City.

Wednesday
Strohl, Joe: 1 p.m., Baird-

Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

Citizen’s calendar

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................6.94
Aug. corn ................6.94
Wheat ......................6.89

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................7.19
Aug corn ..................7.19
Oct. corn ..................6.18

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................7.11
Aug. corn ................7.11
Beans ......................15.66
Aug. beans..............15.66

Wheat ...................... 7.99
Nov. wheat .............. 7.99

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................7.04
Aug. corn ................6.89
Beans ......................15.56
Aug. beans..............15.56
Wheat ......................8.09

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.83
Aug. corn ................6.83
Beans ......................15.51
Aug. beans..............15.51
Wheat ......................7.99

Lotteries

CR almanac

81/60 82/64 83/68 84/66 91/73
Sunny

skies are in
the forecast
for Saturday,
with a high
near 81
degrees.

Wednes-
day will bring
sunny skies
and hot tem-
peratures.
The high is
expected to
be 91.

A slight
chance of
rain under
mostly sunny
skies. The
high will be
84.

Sunday’s
weather looks
like mostly
sunny skies.
The high may
reach to the
low 80s.

There’s a
50% chance
of showers
and thunder-
storms Mon-
day. Other-
wise, mostly
sunny.

Saturday
7/30

Sunday
7/31

Monday
8/1

Tuesday
8/2

Wednesday
8/3

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$170 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: 1.1

million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 4-2-6
Daily Four: 1-9-5-9
Quick Draw: 1-10-13-

16-24-27-28-31-33-34-37-43-
44-49-52-53-55-61-75-80
Evening
Daily Three: 0-8-2
Daily Four: 0-5-5-1
Quick Draw: 6-8-12-14-

21-24-26-27-29-32-37-43-51-
57-61-69-73-74-77-80
Cash 5: 21-25-36-40-41
Estimated jackpot:

$546,000

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 4-6-6
Pick 4: 8-3-2-1
Pick 5: 2-0-6-8-4
Evening
Pick 3: 2-3-6
Pick 4: 0-7-0-9
Pick 5: 4-1-6-6-1
Rolling Cash: 1-13-14-

24-34
Estimated jackpot:

$100,000

Today in history
In 1954, the first part

of  J.R.R. Tolkien’s “The
Lord of  The Rings” was
published.
In 2008, Redkey Town

Council approved a con-
tact with E&B Paving of
Anderson for $3.2 million
in work on Meridian and
Boyce streets and Wayne
Avenue. The project
included raising the
height of  the street in
some places and the cre-
ation of  storm sewers,
drains, curbs, gutters and

sidewalks.
In 2021, Peyton Smith

pitched the Portland
Rockets to a 3-2 victory
over the South Bend Roy-
als in the National Ama-
teur Baseball Federation
regional tournament at
Fort Wayne’s Carrington
Field. Smith went the dis-
tance and recorded back-
to-back strikeouts to end
the game for the Rockets,
who halted a seven-game
losing streak.

—The CR

Monday
4 p.m. — Jay School

Board executive session,
General Shanks, 414 E.
Floral Ave., Portland.
5 p.m. — Jay School

Board, General Shanks,
414 E. Floral Ave., Port-
land.
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.
7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-

ery Village Council, vil-

lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Tuesday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.
7 p.m. — Pennville

Town Council, town hall,
105 N. Washington St.

Continued from page 1
Five Republican senators spoke out

explicitly Thursday evening during
back-and-forth discourse on the
amendment.
Republican bill author Sen. Sue

Glick, of  LaGrange, said simply that
members of  her caucus should not
remove the exception.
“Give them that choice,” she said,

referring to survivors of  rape and
incest. “Don’t foster that evil on them
after the evil they’ve already suf-
fered.”
Another Republican, Sen. Ron Alt-

ing of  Lafayette, also came to the mic
to speak against the amendment. In
his tearful remarks, Alting spoke
about his 29-year-old daughter. He

said — despite being “pro-life” — he
would let her choose what she wanted
to do if  she was raped.
“That’s not being liberal,” he said

about a “no” vote. “I think it’s just try-
ing to be a good dad.”
Sen. Greg Walker, R-Columbus,

additionally opposed the amendment,
saying he couldn’t imagine “how dif-
ficult the decision” is for sexual
assault victims who become preg-
nant.
“We can save more unborn chil-

dren — so they may experience life —
with the exception than we can with-
out,” he said.
Five other GOP senators spoke out-

wardly in support of  Young’s amend-
ment.

Sen. Jim Tomes, R-Wadesville,
thanked Young for the amendment:
“Two wrongs will never make a
right.”
Sen. Liz Brown, R-Fort Wayne,

said she wanted the exception gone
because “they’re two human
beings we’re talking about —
always.”
Senators adopted a different

amendment filed by Sen. Aaron
Freeman, R-Indianapolis, which
allows the Indiana attorney gener-
al to gain the authority to override
a prosecutor’s decision not to pur-
sue abortion-related cases.
The language applies to prosecu-

tors’ policies not to pursue cases
on any other topic, too.

Continued from page 1
Jay County is one of  the

first communities going
through the Indiana Offi-
cer of  Community and
Rural Affairs initiative
that is designed to provide
guidance with how federal
coronavirus relief  funding
through the American Res-
cue Plan Act can best be
utilized.
Jay County has about

$3.9 million in federal
funding from the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act. As a
participant in HELP, it is
eligible to receive up to
another $1 million from
the state.
“HELP is a big initiative

for the county and we’re in
a really important part of
it developing the projects
and programs that we’d
like to implement with the
ARPA funds,” said Shau-
ver. “Even though I am

leaving JCDC, I still want
our community to achieve
great things for the resi-
dents of  Jay County along
with creating a legacy for
future generations. I want
to see the HELP initiative
through to the end.”
Shauver served in the

community development
role for just over a year,
having started in June
2021. She was previously a
teacher at Redkey Elemen-
tary School.
“It’s been a rewarding

experience, learning about
the people who work

behind the scenes to make
Jay County a better place
to live, work and play,” she
said. “It’s been a wonderful
entity to work for.
“It’s been a valuable part

of  my career journey and I
wish JCDC continued suc-
cess and can’t wait to see
the great things that they
continue to achieve for our
community.”
She took over after the

job had been open for seven
months following the resig-
nation of  Ami Huffman in
November 2020 after 15
years in the position.

Resigns ...

Pole struck
Damage is estimated between $5,000

and $10,000 after a Portland woman
drove into a pole in the Portland CVS
parking lot about 3 p.m. Wednesday.
Monica Ridenour, 38, was leaving the

drive thru at the pharmacy on 802 N.
Meridian St. when she looked away from
the road. Her 2021 Jeep Grand Cherokee
collided with a utility pole in the parking
lot.
Ridenour’s vehicle was towed.

Deer hit
A deer ran into a Winchester man’s car

on U.S. 27 near Portland Golf  Club about
5:59 a.m. Thursday.
Bruce Clevanger, 66, was driving a 2021

Ford Edge north on the highway near the
golf  club at 124 W. 200 South when a deer
ran into his door.
The vehicle Clevanger was driving is

registered to Ardagh Glass of  Indianapo-
lis. Damage is estimated between $2,500
and $5,000.

Probation violation
An Ohio man was arrest-

ed Thursday for violating
his probation.
Daniel Secrest, 52, 117 E.

Broadway St. Lot 13, Fort
Recovery, pleaded guilty
Jan. 20, 2021, to auto theft, a

Level 6 felony, and criminal
mischief, a Class A misde-
meanor. A Class B misde-
meanor charge for false
informing was dismissed.
He was released on a

$600 bond from Jay County
Jail.

Felony arrests

Amendment ...

Capsule Reports

‘I want to see the HELP
initiative through to the end.’

—Christy Shauver,
Jay County Community Development



American Red Cross has experi-
enced a drop in blood donations this
summer.
The organization’s blood supply

has shrunk nearly 20% in recent
weeks, according to a press release
from the American Red Cross. If  the
trend continues, the release says,
blood product availability will contin-
ue to decline.
All August donors will receive $10

e-gift cards and will be entered into a
sweepstakes to win free gasoline for a
year, a prize valued at $6,000. Three
donors will be selected for the gas
award.
According to organization’s web-

site, appointments are still open for
blood drives scheduled for August in
Jay County, including a drive from 2
to 7 p.m. Aug. 9 at Bryant Wesleyan
Church, 209 S. Hendricks St., Bryant,

and a drive from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
Jay Community Center, 115 E. Water
St., Portland.
For more information, visit Red-

CrossBlood.org.

Officers re-elected
Jay County Civic Theatre re-elect-

ed all of  its officers at its meeting last
week. 
Re-elected were president Ray

Cooney, vice president Lee Osteen,
secretary Reid Knuth and treasurer

Greg Rittenhouse. (Cooney and
Osteen were both re-elected to their
board seats for a second three-year
term during the organization’s annu-
al meeting in June.)
The board also announced winners

of  the following 2022 scholarships:
•Tom Casey Memorial Scholarship

— 2022 Jay County High School grad-
uate Lindy Mercer
•Heather McLaughlin Memorial

Scholarship — 2022 Jay County High
School graduate McKenna Vore, 2022
homeschool graduate Grace Rison
and University of  California (San
Diego) sophomore Hannah Littler
•Jay County Civic Theatre Merit

Scholarship — 2022 Jay County High
School graduate Shea Bailey and 2013
Jay County High School graduate Jes-
sica Mills, who is pursuing a gradu-
ate degree

DEAR ABBY: A co-
worker has been stricken
with multiple stage-4 can-
cers. We all have been
compassionate and car-
ing, supporting him
through the challenges of
treatment and the side
effects. His condition is
terminal, in the final
stage and deteriorating
rapidly. He does have a
supportive family, but we
don’t have the heart to
send him home and take
away the only thing that
gives him his reason to
live — his work. So we
spend our time providing
hospice care, something
none of  us have any train-
ing for. 
Our work environment

has become increasingly
stressful and anxious, and
it’s overflowing onto our
friends and families, not
to mention the toll it has
taken on our company. I
need to make a choice —
to place my family and my
well-being first, take a
leave of  absence and
abandon my co-workers,
or stay in support and
have a front-row seat to
the imminent passing. —
911 ON SPEED DIAL
DEAR 911: This is

something you should
discuss with your
employer. Neither you
nor your co-workers are
trained caregivers, and
no one should be admin-
istering medical care
because of  possible lia-
bility to the company. 
You are obviously a

sensitive and caring
person. However, if  the
situation has become
more stressful than you
can manage, it’s time to
take a step back. To do
so isn’t “abandoning”
anyone; it is looking
after your own mental

health so you can pro-
vide for your family.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I was

offered a beach condo. I
invited my friend “Sara,”
then another and another.
These women had heard of
each other, but didn’t really
know each other. I assumed
we could all have a great
time. When I told Sara I had
invited others, she backed
out! 
It has been three months,

and she has refused all invi-
tations to get together. We
used to talk daily and see
each other weekly. I have
apologized. How do I get
Sara to forgive me for not
having given her a “heads
up” before inviting the oth-
ers? Was what I did so bad
that she would end a long
friendship? — MISSING
HER IN SOUTH CAROLI-
NA
DEAR MISSING: No. I

suspect Sara may have
other reasons for taking
10 steps back, and invit-
ing others to join you
was the straw that broke
the camel’s back. Was
she jealous? Did she need
time alone with you to
confide in you? Have you
been able to discuss with
her the reason for her
reaction? It might save
the relationship if  you
could find out. However,
if  Sara’s unwilling to
talk about it, perhaps
you should consider
yourself  lucky.

••••••••

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Reunions
JAY COUNTY HOSPI-

TAL EMPLOYEES — 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday, Aug.
1, in the Community Room
at Jay County Public
Library. Attendees should
bring their own table serv-
ice and are invited to bring
a dish to share and a white
elephant gift as a prize for
bingo. Reservations are
not required. For more
information, call Sharon
Taylor at (765) 578-0357.

Saturday
JAY COUNTY DEMO-

CRATIC PARTY — Will

meet at 9 a.m. Saturday,
July 30, at Democrat Party
headquarters, 221 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
PORTLAND FARMERS

MARKET — Will be held
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. each
Saturday in the parking lot
at The Rock Church, 1605
N. Meridian St.
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.
BRYANT AREA COM-

MUNITY CENTER —
Walking from 9:30 to 10:30
a.m. every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.
CAREGIVER SUPPORT

GROUP — Will meet at 1
p.m. the first Monday of
each month at Portland
Place, 430 W. Lafayette St.
For more information, call
(800) 589-1121.
EUCHRE –– Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
PREGNANCY CARE

CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.
BREAD OF LIFE COM-

MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204
E. Arch St. in Portland.
Everyone is welcome. 
TAKE OFF POUNDS

SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 5:30
p.m., with the meeting at 6
p.m., in the fellowship
hall at Evangelical
Methodist Church, 930 W.
Main St., Portland. New
members welcome. For
more information, call
(260) 726-5312. 
NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 6
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

Tuesday
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.
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Thursday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

The Commercial Review
260-726-8141 • ads@thecr.com

OUT!OOUOUTOUT!
ON SPECIAL Advertising
OPPORTUNITIES

We have a busy schedule
of special sections

and pages coming up.
Mark your calendar

so you don’t miss them.
Fall Sports

Wednesday, August 17 (ad deadline Aug. 10)

Tri-State Gas Engine Show
Tuesday, August 23 (ad deadline Aug. 16)

Fall Home Improvement
Friday, September 23 (ad deadline Sept. 16)

Harvest
Friday, October 21 (ad deadline Oct. 14)

Community Calendar

Hospice care
takes its toll
on employee

Photo provided

Farming friends
Teacher Amanda Clemens reads a story about farm animals to a group of students during

the Kindergarten Prep School (KiPS) program at Jay County Public Library. Students made crafts
resembling muddy pigs, read and sang “The Farmer in the Dell,” herded balloon sheep, cows,
chickens, and pigs into pens, and scrubbed and cleaned muddy farm animals along with other
activities in honor of Farm Week. The free library program led by teachers, community volunteers and
library staff is offered for incoming kindergarteners to Jay School Corporation.

Dear
Abby

Red Cross needs more donations
Taking
Note
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New York Daily News
Tribune News Service
In the span of  a month, the

Supreme Court overturned a
half-century-old abortion right,
knocked down a century-old New
York concealed firearm carry law,
made it much harder to hold law
enforcement accountable for con-
stitutional violations, frustrated
the EPA’s ability to regulate emis-
sions and eroded the wall
between church and state, a
series of  activist rulings in the
name of  constitutional conser-
vatism.
Yet our highest court exercises

its power in other ways, primari-
ly through procedural orders.
Last week, in a 5-4 decision large-
ly along ideological lines (Justice
Amy Coney Barrett broke from
her usual bloc, joining Justices
Sonia Sotomayor, Elena Kagan
and Ketanji Brown Jackson), the

court refused to stay a lower
court injunction that had pre-
vented the Biden administration
from enacting ICE enforcement
guidelines issued last year. The
court said it would hear the mer-
its of  the case at the end of  this
year.
This leaves in place an unten-

able situation: A single federal
district judge in Texas is forcing
the entire federal immigration
enforcement efforts nationwide
to have absolutely no prioritiza-
tion whatsoever. Biden’s Depart-
ment of  Homeland Security had
sanely sought to concentrate its

energies on detention of  recent
border crossers and those posing
a threat to public safety or
national security. The judge
thwarted that policy choice,
which means now a hardworking
undocumented mother raising
her U.S.-born kids in Queens
must be targeted exactly the
same as an admitted terrorism
supporter or child sexual offend-
er.
Every single law enforcement

agency in the history of  the Unit-
ed States — local, state and feder-
al — exercises discretion daily.
The government does not have

the resources to go after the 11
million undocumented people in
communities around the country,
and even if  it did, doing so would
cause us social, economic and
moral ruin.
This nonsensical directive

keeps no one safe, is inhumane
and is particularly galling given
the top court’s frequent knocking
down of  district court injunc-
tions against Trump-era restric-
tive immigration policies. It’s
part and parcel with justices’
increasing willingness to be
political actors, the precedent be
damned.

Court ICE order violates tradition

By HENRY OLSEN
Special To The Washington Post
Democrats piously pro-

claim that they alone are
committed to protecting
American democracy. So
how do they explain the
millions of  dollars they
spent in support of  Repub-
licans who spout former
president Donald Trump’s
election lies?
It’s not unusual for com-

mittees affiliated with one
party to try to boost candi-
dates in the other party’s
primary who would be a
weaker nominee in the gen-
eral election. The template
for this gambit was the 2012
Missouri Senate race, in
which Democratic incum-
bent Claire McCaskill’s
campaign sponsored televi-
sion ads during the GOP
primary “attacking” Rep.
Todd Akin for his conser-
vative stances that many
Republicans found attrac-
tive. Akin won that pri-
mary and then famously
imploded in the general
election. Partisans ever
since have tried to fiddle in
the other party’s primaries
to produce similar out-
comes.
But if  some extreme can-

didates threaten our
democracy, as many
Democrats say about some
Republicans running in
the midterms, such a tactic
can be dangerous. After all,
there’s always a possibility
that the supposedly unelec-
table person might win.
Why would anyone who
genuinely loves democracy
take that risk?
Yet Democrats have

spent loads of  money this
campaign cycle to back
Trump-endorsed Republi-
can candidates. They pro-
moted Maryland guberna-
torial nominee Dan Cox,
who attended the Jan. 6,
2021, rally and continues to
profess Trump’s specious
claims of  voter fraud. They
also boosted Pennsylvania
gubernatorial nominee
Doug Mastriano, who
would be in a position to
interfere in the 2024 presi-
dential election if  he wins,
since he would be able to
refuse to certify a slate of
Biden electors or falsely
proclaim an alternative
slate of  electors is the cor-
rect one. Those real risks to
democracy seem not to
matter to Democrats more
interested in winning an
election than protecting
freedom.
Their latest foray into

this shameful behavior
raises some serious red
flags. The Democratic Con-
gressional Campaign Com-
mittee, the campaign arm
of  House Democrats, is
now airing television ads
on behalf  of  John Gibbs,
the Trump-endorsed chal-
lenger to freshman Rep.
Peter Meijer of  Michigan.
Meijer was one of  the 10
courageous Republicans
who voted to impeach
Trump after the Jan. 6
Capitol riot. One might

think that this act would
earn Democrats’ applause.
Au contraire.
This utterly cynical

behavior shows how dema-
gogic Democratic claims to
back democracy really are.
Far from “defending”
democracy, Democrats are
using claims that democra-
cy is in peril to try to force
moderate voters to support
their left-leaning partisan
agenda. This allows the
self-proclaimed party of
democracy to avoid moving
to the center to accommo-
date independents and con-
servatives disaffected by
Trump. How does that help
democracy?
True friends of  democra-

cy would seek to build new
alliances that cross old par-
tisan boundaries. That’s
what the Hungarian oppo-
sition to Prime Minister
Viktor Orban did recently,
forming an alliance of  par-
ties ranging from the social
democratic left to the
nationalist right. Oppo-
nents to Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan are
doing the same thing,
bringing Kurdish national-
ists, conservatives and
social democrats together
in an attempt to defeat the
strongman.
If  Democrats really

believed democracy was
under threat, they would
act like these patriots.
Instead, they are building
walls and playing with fire
by openly backing candi-
dates who are willing to
violate our election laws.
Georgia’s Republican

primary results show what
could happen if  Democrats
stay out of  GOP primary
battles. Democrats did not
get involved in Trump’s
challenges to Republicans
who stood up to his bully-
ing in 2020, such as Gov.
Brian Kemp and Secretary
of  State Brad Raffensperg-
er. Independents voted in
droves in the GOP primary
to back these candidates,
showing real commitment
to our democratic norms.
Trump’s endorsed candi-
dates for statewide office
lost, often by huge margins.
That’s what a genuine,
cross-partisan commit-
ment to democracy looks
like.
Republicans such as Mei-

jer are locked in a battle to
preserve that commitment
nationwide. Friends of
democracy should be root-
ing for them, not under-
mining them with hypo-
critical partisan game-
playing.

••••••••••
Olsen is a senior fellow at

the Ethics and Public Policy
Center.

Stop meddling
in GOP primaries

By MICHAEL J. HICKS
Over the past four decades, the

United States suffered its first pro-
longed period of  economic diver-
gence. This type of  divergence occurs
when rich places grow at a noticeably
different rate than poor places, which
causes the standard of  living to
diverge. Roughly around 1980, the
nation experienced broad conver-
gence, and capital (businesses) and
people migrated from poorer (lower-
income, lower-cost) areas to richer
(higher-income, higher-cost) areas.
Understanding why this growth

happens is important because
increasing differences in prosperity
leads to fissures in American culture
and politics. Increasingly poor places
differ substantially from growing
places. In these poor places, far fewer
families thrive, social institutions
such as churches and fraternal organ-
izations weaken, economies languish
and health is worse.
This is a growing problem nation-

wide, one that far too few Americans
take seriously. To address the prob-
lem through policy, we must first
understand what causes this diver-
gence. Whether or not divergence is
happening is not in dispute. However,
the details of  why this is happening
are not fully understood. A few gener-
al facts do give us some clues.
First, the places that are shrinking

in population uniformly have much
lower levels of  educational attain-
ment than those that are thriving.
Nationally, college graduates make
up approximately 38 percent of  the
workforce. We can assume, as a rule
of  thumb, that no place with a work-
force of  at least 40% college gradu-
ates is doing poorly. Conversely, no
place with a workforce of  less than
36% college graduates is thriving.
Whether educational attainment is

a causal factor in regional divergence
isn’t in question. Rather, the linger-
ing unknown is understanding pre-
cisely what within the measured edu-
cational attainment contributes to
regional divergence. One hypothesis
is that regions with few college grad-
uates lack the innovative capacity to
adjust after an economic shock—
such as a recession or plant closing.
I’m doubtful of  this explanation.
Business process and technological
innovation occurs very heavily on the
shop floor of  factories and offices.
Indeed, most productivity-enhancing
innovation seems to happen at the
worksite from employees across the
business. It’s not exclusively a college
graduate phenomenon.
A second hypothesis is that higher

levels of  educational attainment pro-

vide a higher share of  entrepreneur-
ial talent in a region. I am very dubi-
ous of  this explanation for two rea-
sons. First, there’s very little evidence
of  important differences in entrepre-
neurial talent among regions. Sec-
ond, there’s not much evidence of
major differences in entrepreneurial
capacity across educational attain-
ment levels.
I’d be happy to be wrong on both of

these hypotheses, but I suspect
there’s a much more believable pair
of  related accounts for the role of
educational attainment in regional
divergence. I say “believable”
because these hypotheses closely cor-
relate to the facts we already know
about the places that are in decline.
That alone makes them a far more
powerful explanation than the inno-
vation and entrepreneurship argu-
ments.
The first of  the two related argu-

ments is simple; job automation and
digitization are more likely to replace
the tasks performed by less well-edu-
cated workers. We know this is true
from a number of  studies, including
some that I’ve authored with col-
leagues at Ball State. We also know
that these at-risk jobs are more likely
to be clustered in places with lower
levels of  educational attainment.
To be clear, automation doesn’t

cause a net decline in the demand for
labor; it creates some jobs and
destroys others. Automation and dig-
itization create new, higher-paying,
higher-skilled jobs in some places and
destroy lower-paying, lower-skilled
jobs elsewhere. If  you have the right
skills and live in a place with lots of
other workers with those desired
skills, automation can be a great eco-
nomic boon. If  you lack the desired
skills and are surrounded by lots of
other people who also lack those
skills, automation can lead to job loss-
es and significant family disruption.
This story is as old as the Industri-

al Revolution, but the global economy
has been growing robustly for the
past 300 years, and it will continue to
do so. In order to participate in the
new economy, individual workers
must possess the ability to absorb
new skills that may be vastly differ-
ent from what they currently know.

For most of  American history,
we’ve been pretty good at this type of
adaptation. From 1880 until about
1950, four generations of  boys raised
on farms built the Midwestern manu-
facturing economy into the marvel of
the world. Farm skills and an elemen-
tary/middle school education easily
transitioned into the skills and edu-
cation necessary to work in steam-
and electric-powered factories.
Modern automation and digitiza-

tion requires a much higher level of
educational attainment. We aren’t
talking about moving from an eighth-
grade skill to an 11th-grade skill to
accommodate new machinery.
Today’s technological changes elimi-
nate whole categories of  tasks that in
turn reduce the number of  jobs in
many low-skilled occupations. The
jobs created by automation typically
require several years of  post-sec-
ondary education.
This cycle doesn’t just happen once,

but several times over a working
career. This sets up the second, com-
plementary reason why places with a
less-educated workforce now suffer
long-term economic decline. College
isn’t just a gateway to a new job; the
college education itself  insulates
workers from job losses by making
individual workers more adaptive to
technological changes.
When we put together these two

explanations, we are left with a story
of  regional success and failure that is
pretty straightforward. Technology
changes favor better-educated work-
ers, and at the same time, education
makes those better-educated workers
more adaptable to new technologies.
Thus, places with lower levels of

educational attainment are more like-
ly to experience job losses. At the
same time, those displaced workers
are less likely to have the ability to
“upskill” into new jobs. As a conse-
quence, better-educated places grow
richer, while less well-educated places
grow poorer. I believe that over the
coming years, this will be the accept-
ed explanation for regional diver-
gence.
These matters are well within the

capacity for states to address. We just
need more people to take seriously an
economic problem that risks affect-
ing America’s politics for several
more decades.

••••••••••
Hicks is the director of  the Center for

Business and Economic Research and
the George and Frances Ball Distin-
guished Professor of  Economics in the
Miller College of  Business at Ball
State University. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.

Education is key factor
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Now seeking a Part-Time Receptionist for the front desk at
Swiss Village. This position is responsible for handling
incoming phone calls, attending to front desk inquiries, and
providing clerical services for the administrative staff.
Seeking candidates available to work Monday, Tuesday,
and every other Friday from 4:30 pm-7:30 pm, every other
weekend from 5 pm-7:30 pm, and on a holiday rotation.
Must be friendly, customer service oriented, and able to
multi-task.
Apply online at www.swissvillage.org, in-person,

or send Resume to:
Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist

Swiss Village 
1350 W. Main St. 
Berne, IN 46711

Or email: careers@swissvillage.org

NOW SEEKING: 
PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST

Two Zimmermans took
the pygmy goat show this
year.
Another 4-Her contin-

ued his family’s longtime
winning streak in the
meat goat show.
Twins Kaylee and

Melana Zimmerman and
Bretton Basford were
among several winners
during the Jay County 4-
H pygmy goat and meat
goat shows July 12 at Jay
County Fairgrounds.
Basford showed the

grand champion boer doe
and buck, marking his
second year in a row to
win both awards. His sis-
ter, Eden, had taken simi-
lar awards in 2018, 2019
and 2020. Bretton won the
advanced showmanship
title and also had the
grand champion yearling
doe.
Kaylee Zimmerman

showed the grand cham-
pion pygmy doe. She was
followed by Melana Zim-
merman for the reserve
grand champion pygmy
doe. (There was no award
for grand champion
pygmy wether this year.)
Madi Paxson won the

grand champion market
wether, and Elijah Stock-
ton showed the grand
champion market doe.
Other results are as fol-

lows:
Pygmy goats
Does
Junior
Champion: Bailey

Muhlenkamp

Yearling
Champion: Kaylee Zim-

merman
Reserve champion:

Melana Zimmerman
3. Finn Hemmelgarn
4. Finn Hemmelgarn

Senior
Champion: Melana

Zimmerman

Mother/daughter
Champion: Kelsey

Muhlenkamp

Buck
Champion: Milee

Rickard
Reserve champion:

Kaylee Zimmerman

Meat goats
Doe
Junior
3 to 6 months
Champion: Elly Byrum
Reserve champion:

Brooklynn Byrum
3. Cameron Clark
4. Benjamin Fisher
5. Elizabeth Dollar

6 to 9 months
Champion: Ella Stockton
Reserve champion: Seth

Degler

Grand champion: Ella
Stockton
Reserve grand champion:

Elly Byrum

Yearling
12 to 16 months
Champion: Max McClain
Reserve champion: Anna

Fisher
3. Madison Clark
4. Freddie Lingo

16 to 20 months
Champion: Bretton Bas-

ford
Reserve champion: Seth

Degler
3. Lauren Fisher
4. Freddie Lingo
5. Brooklynn Byrum

Grand champion: Bret-
ton Basford
Reserve champion: Max

McClain

Senior
24 to 36 months
Champion: Seth Degler
Reserve champion: Ema-

lynn Clark

36 months and older
Champion: Cameron

Clark
Reserve champion: Bret-

ton Basford
3. Ella Stockton

Grand champion: Bret-
ton Basford
Reserve grand champion:

Max McClain

Buck
Class 1
Champion: Bretton

Basford
Reserve champion:

Isabelle Byrum
3. Elizabeth Dollar
4. Chloe Muhlenkamp
5. Chloe Muhlenkamp
6. Caleb Dollar

Class 2
Champion: Seth Degler
Reserve champion:

Freddie Lingo
3. Max McClain
4. Rylieann Clark
5. Levi Russell
6. Anna Fisher

Grand champion: Bret-
ton Basford
Reserve champion:

Seth Degler

Market doe
Light weight
Champion: Courtney

Benter

Reserve champion:
Danielle Somers
3. Cayden Buckland
4. Camden Buckland
5. Nicholas Somers

Medium weight
Champion: Gillian

Keller
Reserve champion:

Lina Lingo
3. Maisey Keller
4. Wyatt Twigg
5. Emily Dues
6. Isaac Dues

Heavy weight
Champion: Elijah

Stockton
Reserve champion:

Freddie Lingo
3. Samuel Benirschke
4. Ella Stockton
5. Madeline Benirschke
6. Kellan Tout

Grand champion: Eli-
jah Stockton
Reserve champion:

Freddie Lingo

Market wether
Light weight
Champion: Courtney

Benter
Reserve champion: Levi

Garringer
3. Isabelle Byrum
4. Lauren Fisher
5. Emalynn Clark
6. Easton Sprunger
7. Madison Clark
8. Cameron Clark
9. Andrew Muhlenkamp
10. Emalynn Clark

Medium weight
Champion: Max McClain
Reserve champion:

Maisey Keller
3. Brooklynn Byrum
4. Chailey Muhlenkamp
5. Ella Stockton
6. Benton Langenkamp
7. Caden Muhlenkamp
8. Anna Fisher
9. Stanley Muhlenkamp
10. Benjamin Fisher 

Heavy weight
Class 1
1. Levi Garringer
2. Ella Stockton
3. Elijah Stockton
4. Lina Lingo
5. Freddie Lingo
6. Elly Byrum
7. Nicholas Lyons
8. Stanley Muhlenkamp
9. Georgia Hall
10. Elizabeth Dollar

Class 2
1. Madi Paxson
2. Lucas Lyons
3. Jordyn Hutzler
4. Lucas Lyons
5. Nicholas Lyons
6. Madeline Benirschke
7. Levi Russell
8. Cienna Muhlenkamp
9. Samuel Benirschke
10. Caleb Dollar

Champion: Madi Paxson
Reserve champion: Levi

Garringer

Grand champion: Madi
Paxson
Reserve grand champion:

Max McClain

Showmanship
Beginner: Isabella

Byrum
Junior: Max McClain
Intermediate: Max

McClain
Senior: Ella Stockton
Advanced: Bretton Bas-

ford

Basford shows two grand champs

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Bretton Basford showed the grand champion boer doe (left) and grand champion buck (right)
on July 12 during the Jay County 4-H Meat Goat Show at Jay County Fairgrounds.

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

On July 12 at the Jay County 4-H Meat Goat show, Madi Paxson (left) showed the grand champion market wether while Elijah Stockton (right) showed
the grand champion market doe. Kaylee Zimmerman (center) had the grand champion pygmy doe at the Jay County 4-H Pygmy Goat Show on the same day.
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 170 North

Union Street,  Pennville,
IN  

Friday afternoon  
JULY 29, 2022 
5:00 P.M.

PIZZA OVENS –
RESTAURANT ITEMS:
2 – Blodgett refurbished
pizza ovens; 2 – Hot-
point upright freezers; 4’
stainless steel counters;
Randle prep cooler; 1
hole stainless steel sink;
beverage cooler; booths;
tables; chairs; pizza pad-
dles; dishes; flatware;
trays; wire racks; open
sign; and other items not

mentioned.
JOSH MILLER
Loy Auction
AC#31600027 
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons AU10700085 

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located:  Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall,  Jay County

Fairgrounds, Portland, IN
Saturday Morning
AUGUST 6, 2022 

10:00 A.M.
BARBIE DOLLS AND
ACCESSORIES -

DOLLS 
1950’s thru 1980’s Bar-
bie dolls; International
dolls; MINT dolls and
clothing; 1950’s original
clothing; Special Edition
dolls;  Japanese Barbie,

MINT IN BOX; 
and many other items

not listed.
OLD AND COLLEC-
TORS ITEMS HOUSE-

HOLD GOODS
TOY AND COLLECTOR
CARS:   Hallmark,

Nascar, Deluxe Plastic,
MINT die cast police
cars, Matchbox, bank,
and many others not list-
ed. LARGE ASSORT-
MENT OF ADVERTIS-
ING TO INCLUDE:  Ford
Times, John Deere, trac-
tor manuals, Case
Equipment advertise-
ments and manuals, 

VINTAGE STAMP COL-
LECTION: 

Vintage pictures; framed
art; original paintings
from Indiana artists.

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Anna and the late Lowell
Fraze were longtime
business owners and
collectors.  .  Doors will
open at 8:00 a.m. day of
auction for preview  

Visit Auction Zip for pho-
tos. 

Loy Auction
AC#31600027 
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons AU10700085 

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, August 6th,

2022
TIME 10:00 A.M. 

LOCATED:  Both Online,
and on site at 3430 W.
State Rd. 67, Portland,

IN
GUNS – GUN SUP-
PLIES – AMMUNITION

– KNIVES
This auction is a large
collection from a single-
owner! There are over
300 lots with approxi-
mately 60 guns.  This
collection has a wide
variety of guns and
ammunition as well as
Sharpening Equipment,
Reloading Equipment,
Gun Safes, Gun Clean-
ing Kits and Supplies,
Shell Holders, Mold
Gauge Indicators, Gun
Scales, Gun Slings,
Powder Holders, Gun
Books, and numerous
lots of ammunition rang-
ing from partial boxes to
offerings of multiple full
boxes!  To see the full
collection, visit one of
the links below or con-
tact the auctioneers for
more information!!
Pick up will be 

Monday August 8TH
From 12-5 
LOCATION:  

Bricker Auction Compa-
ny 

LOCATED:  414 N
Meridian St. Portland,

IN. 
A background check will

be processed for
$10.00. Long-distance &
out-of-state buyers can
have their purchases
shipped to a licensed
agent closer to their
locale.  Please contact
auctioneers with any

questions!
OWNER: NAME WITH-

HELD
Shawver Auctioneering
and Real Estate 
AC31800004 
AUCTIONEERS
Pete D. Shawver 

AU19700040
260-726-5587
Zane Shawver
AU10500168 
260-729-2229

More photos available
at www.auctionzip.com,
www.auctionsoft.com,
and https://shawverauc-
tioneering.hibid.com/ 

WENGERD AUCTION
3333 W. 750 S., Geneva,

IN 
Take 218 West from
Berne to 300W then

head South (left) to 750
South.

Friday July 29, 2022 
6:00pm

Potential Turn-Key Poul-
try Egg Operation, Stor-
age Facility, Business or

Home Site on
38+/- Acre and or Cur-
rent Farm with Home,
Outbuildings and In-

Laws Home. To be sold
in 2 Tracts. Possibilities

Are Endless!
Open House Dates- Fri-
day July 15th (Chicken

operation)
& 22nd (Homes and
Farm site)  5-6:30pm.
John D. and Marianna J.
Wengerd– Owners

For inspection and more
information before day of

sale contact:
Town & Country

Auctioneers/Realtors
260-724-8899

Visit our website at:
www.town-countryauc-

tions.com
Corbin Bultemeier
AU19500269
Kirt McLeland
AU11000038
Randy Mailloux
AU01031836

Gary Shaw AU01003164
Jerry Hurst AU11900031

Auction Zip: 8080

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

MANUFACTURING
JOBS: Val Products (Val-
co), a respected manu-
facturer and distributor of
agricultural equipment to
the global poultry and
swine industries is seek-
ing full time 2nd Shift
CNC Laser Operator for
our Coldwater, Ohio facil-
ity. Individuals who
demonstrate a strong
work ethic, reliability and
a work history excellence
in safety, quality and pro-
ductivity are encouraged
to apply. We offer com-
petitive wages, PTO, and
$1500 sign-on bonus and
paid time off and upon
completing (90) active
days of continuous full
time employment: PTO,
Medical, Dental, Vision,
Short and Long Term Dis-
ability, and 401k with
company match. Apply
online at teamvalco.com,
or complete application in
person at our office, 210
E. Main Street, Coldwa-
ter, Ohio; Monday-Friday
8:30am-5:00pm. EE 

PART-TIME INSERTER
POSITION

AVAILABLE Hours vary
each week. Apply at:

The Commercial Review
Tuesday-Friday 8:00
a.m.-4:00 p.m. No
phone calls please 

CROWNPOINTE OF
PORTLAND IS hiring
hard working, dedicated
kitchen cook. Pay is
negotiable. Please apply
in house at 745 Patriot
Drive, Portland, IN 47371
or online at www.cpcom-
munities.com/port-
land.&#8203; For ques-
tions please call 260-
726-3577. There will be a
$1,000.00 sign on bonus. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 
APPLES-LODI FOR
SALE Menchhofer
Farms 5679 Wabash Rd
Coldwater, OH. 419-942-
1502  

CASH PAID FOR Indian
Artifact Collections,
Arrowheads, etc. Call
419-852-6825 ask for
Robin, Coldwater, Ohio  

190 FARMERS
COLUMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

PLACE YOUR 
CLASSIFIED AD

in The
Commercial

Review

CALL 726-8141
OR GO ONLINE

www.thecr.com

READ
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STATEWI                DE
90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED 160 WANTED TO BUY 230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

PART-TIME INSERTER
POSITION AVAILABLE

Hours vary each week.
Apply at:

The Commercial Review
Tuesday-Friday

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
No phone calls please.

  

110 HELP WANTED

Public Notice
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Notice is hereby given that
the City of Portland by its
Board of Works will receive
sealed bids until 4 o’clock
p.m. on August 31, 2022 at City
Hall located at 321 North
Meridian Street, Portland, In-
diana 47371.  Bids will be re-
ceived for the sales of real es-
tate owned by the City and
located at 510 S. Bridge
Street in Portland, IN which
was formerly the Sheller
Globe Manufacturing Plant.
Bids will be opened at the
September 1, 2022 Board of
Public Works and Safety
Meeting at 4:00 p.m. in the
Mayor’s Office.
Bid specifications and the le-
gal description of the real es-
tate are available at City Hall
from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.
The real estate is being sold
pursuant to IC 36-1-11-4.2 to
promote an economic devel-
opment project and to facili-
tate compatible land use
planning.  All bidders must
comply with the bid specifi-
cations.  The City may reject
all bids.

Lori Phillips, 
Clerk Treasurer

CR 7-9,15,16,22,23,29,30,8-
6,13,20,27-2022-2022 HSPAXLP

Public Notice
The following will be sold for

charges: 
2467 E 200 N PORTLAND 
On 08/16/2022 @ 10:00 AM 

2007 CADILLAC
1GYEE637070164579 $2,525.00 

1997 FORD
1FTDF18WXVLB40044

$1,285.00
CR 7-29-2022 - HSPAXLP

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY SUPERIOR
COURT

CAUSE NO.: 
38C01-2205-PL-000009
THE CINCINNATI 

INSURANCE COMPANY
Plaintiff,

V,
SHAWNDA HATFIELD,

Defendant
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT

Plaintiff, by attorney, Michael P.
Irk, files complaint together
with an affidavit of competent
person showing that Shawnda
Hatfield cannot be found and
has concealed its whereabouts
or is not residing in the State of
lndiana.
Said defendants must answer
the complaint in writing, in per-
son, or by attorney within 30
days commencing with the pub-
lication of the last notice or a
judgment may be entered
against the defendant as de-
manded in the complaint filed
in the courthouse in Jay County,
Indiana, or said action will be
heard and determined in the
absence of the defendant.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I
have here unto set my hand and
affix the seal of said court this
13th day of July, 2022.

Michael P. Irk, #22054-45
IRK. LAW OFFICE, P.C.
Attorney for Plaintiff

1500 West Oak Street, Suite 200
Zionsville, IN 46077
Jon Eads, Clerk

CR 7-29,8-5,12-2022-HSPAXLP
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Dominic Steveson picked up
honors across the board.
Steveson’s cat Sylvie earned

best in show July 11 during the
Jay County 4-H Cat Show at the
Jay County Fair.
Sylvie took the title for over-

all adult long hair cat while
Steveson’s other cat, Reeses,
was the overall adult short
hair champion. Steveson was
also the Level 2 cat ambassador
champion, the costume cham-
pion and the master showman-
ship reserve champion.
Makinsey Murphy won the

master showmanship competi-
tion and went on to take the
small animal supreme show-
manship title. In showman-
ship, Josh Starr won for inter-
mediate and senior while
Keisha Adair was the interme-
diate reserve champion.
Other awards were as fol-

lows:
Adult short hair
Male
Champion: Jayme Harker

Female
Champion: Dominic Steve-

son
Reserve champion: Makin-

sey Murphy
Blue ribbons: Keisha Adair,

Rachel Heitkamp, Josh Starr

Overall
Champion: Dominic Steve-

son
Reserve champion: Makin-

sey Murphy

Adult long hair
Male
Champion: Makinsey Mur-

phy
Reserve champion: Jayme

Harker
Blue ribbon: Josh Starr

Female
Champion: Dominic Steve-

son

Overall
Champion: Dominic Steve-

son

Reserve champion: Makin-
sey Murphy

Costume
Champion: Dominic Steve-

son
Reserve champion: Keisha

Adair

Cage decoration
Champion: Rachel Heitkamp
Reserve champion: Makin-

sey Murphy

Cat ambassador
Level 1
Champion: Josh Star

Level 2
Champion: Dominic Steve-

son
Reserve champion: Keisha

Adair

Level 3
Champion: Makinsey Mur-

phy
Reserve champion: Rachel

Heitkamp

Steveson shows top cat

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Dominic Steveson had the best in show July 11 in
the Jay County 4-H Cat Show at Jay County Fairgrounds.

Lisa and Michael D. Hod-
son to Jamie Hodson, war-
ranty deed — Part of  Sec-
tion 23, Greene Township,
5.561 acres
Julie A. Stocker to Jere-

my L. Stocker, quit claim
deed — Lot 20, Meeker Sec-
ond Addition
Evan R. James to Garrett

W. and Tiffany E. Krieg,
warranty deed — Lot 34,
Votaws First Addition
Laci B. Smitley to Smit-

ley Properties, quit claim
deed — Part of  Lot 1, Block
20, original plat of  Portland
Jill Gonzalez (deceased),

Courtney Nichols, Chrissy
DeVoe (also known as
Christina DeVoe) and
Christopher Gonzalez to
Wells Fargo Bank, sher-
iff/marshall deed — Part
of  Section 21, Wayne
Township, 0.97 acres
Carl R. Imel Jr. and

Ruby L. Imel to Jeri L. and
Michael W. Wentz, warran-
ty deed — Lots 32, 33 and
34, Green Park of  Pen-
nville
Amanda L. Chilcote to

Steven Schwieterman,
warranty deed — Lot 111,
Mt. Auburn Addition

Jo B. Bullard to Charles
R. Sutter, quit claim deed
— Lots 52 and 53, Daugh-
erty Addition
Terry E. and Timmy J.

Bright and Ashlee and
Freddie Ricketts to Lori
and Zane Shawver, sher-
iff/marshall deed — Lot 5,
Bartlett Addition
George M. Noble

(deceased) and Drusilla
Noble (also known as Dru
Noble) to Jennifer L.
Noble, quit claim deed —
Lot 11 and Part of  Lot 12,
Jacks Addition
Matthew A. Johnson to

himself  and Jennifer A.
Johnson, quit claim deed
— Section 28, Richland
Township, 59 acres
Chadrick N. and

Jacqueline Davis to Abi-
gail N. Chapman, warran-
ty deed — Lots 3 and 4,
Manning Subdivision;
Part of  Outlot 5, Lots 1
and 2, Block 26, Suttons
Third Addition, Dunkirk
Michelle L. and

Stephen S. Keller to Clay-
ton A. Henkle, warranty
deed — Section 6,
Bearcreek Township,
0.746 acres

Belinda S. Bowdell to
Robert L. and Terry L.
Miller, quit claim deed —
Part of  Section 32, Greene
Township
Georgia Brosher,

Pamela Heistand, Connie
Mock and Donald Hayden
to Steven Gillette, war-
ranty deed — Section 16,
Jefferson Township
Edward W. Davidson

(deceased) to Jason E. and
Paula L. Davidson and
Carey A. Brunswick, per-
sonal representative deed
— Section 24, Bearcreek
Township, 45.07 acres

Edward W. Davidson
(deceased) and Paula L.
Davidson to Paula L.
Davidson, deed affidavit
— Parts of  Section 24,
Bearcreek Township, 156
acres; Lots 7 and 8, Block
3, original plat of  Bryant;
Parts of  Section 11,
Bearcreek Township,
about 12.6 acres
Sandra K. Newton,

Nyoka J. Smith and Judy
E. Eglan to Chase M.
Ainsworth, warranty
deed — Part of  Section 25,
Greene Township, 2.95
acres

Deeds



Local schedule
Today

Portland Rockets in National Amateur
Baseball Federation Tournament vs. Prison
City Padres at Indiana Tech – 10 a.m.

Portland Rockets in National Amateur
Baseball Federation Tournament vs. Fort
Wayne Jackers at Indiana Tech – 5:30
p.m.

Saturday
Portland Rockets in National Amateur

Baseball Federation Tournament vs. TBA
at Indiana Tech – TBA

TV sports
Today

6 p.m. — Auto racing: ARCA Menards
Series – Reese’s 200 (EFS1)

6:40 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
Baltimore Orioles at Cincinnati Reds (Bally
Indiana)

9 p.m. — Auto racing: NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck Series – TSport 200 (FS1)

11 p.m. — Major League Soccer: Seat-
tle Sounders at Los Angeles FC (FS1)

Saturday,
Noon — WNBA basketball: Seattle

Storm at Washington Mystics (ESPN)
3 p.m. — Golf: PGA Tour – Rocket Mort-

gage Classic (CBS)
3 p.m. — Major League Soccer: Port-

land Timbers at Minnesota United (ABC)
3:30 p.m. — Auto racing: NASCAR Xfin-

ity Series – Pennzoil 150 (NBC)
4:10 p.m. — Major League Baseball:

Milwaukee Brewers at Boston Red Sox
(FS1)

6:40 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
Baltimore Orioles at Cincinnati Reds (Bally
Indiana)

7 p.m. — Canadian Football League:
Calgary Stampeders at Winnipeg Blue
Bombers (ESPN2)

7:15 p.m. — Major League Baseball
(FOX)

8 p.m. — Mixed martial arts: UFC 277
(ESPN)

8 p.m. — Major League Soccer: Toron-
to FC at New England Revolution (CBS)

9:05 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
Texas Rangers at Los Angeles Angels
(FS1)

Local notes
JCC registration deadline extended
Jay Community Center has extended its

registration deadline for its fall Boomer
flag football and soccer programs to Aug.
3.

Forms are available at the community
center or online at jaycc.org. The fee is
$30 for football, which is open to ages 3
through 12, and $60 for soccer, which is
open to ages 3 through 14.

Games will be played Aug. 20 through
Oct. 1 at Jay County Recreation Complex,
5363 W. 450 South Portland.

WJCC soccer registration open
Registration is open for the West Jay

Community Center fall soccer program for
third through eighth graders.

Forms are available at the community
center or online at thewjcc.wix.com/wjcc.
The fee is $35 for those who sign up by
Aug. 10. It will then increase to $45.

Registration is open until Aug. 19, with
a clinic and skills assessment to follow
Aug. 20. Games will be held on Saturdays
from Sept. 10 through Oct. 15 at West Jay
Elementary School.

Ticket sales set
Jay County Junior-Senior High School

super and season tickets for the 2022-23
sports season are on sale.

A Patriot Pass, which is good for all jun-
ior high and high school events, is $100.
(It is $60 for those 65 and older.) Super
tickets are $75 for high school only and
$60 for junior high only. And season pass-
es are $20 for football and $45 for boys
basketball. (All Jay County students will be
admitted to home games at no charge.)

Tickets are available during regular
office hours — 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Passes do not cover Allen County Ath-
letic Conference or IHSAA tournament
events.

Swiss Days Race registration open
Registration is open for the Swiss Days

Race.
The event is scheduled for Saturday,

with a 5K run at 8:15 a.m. and a 1-mile
kids race at 9:15 a.m.

The registration fee is $20.
To register, visit firstbankofberne.com.

5K circuit continues July 16
The Run Jay County 5K Circuit will wrap

up its 2022 schedule on Aug. 6.
The final event in the eight-race circuit

is the JRDS 5K at Hudson Family Park.
Registration is $20 in advance and $25
the day of the race.

To register, or for more information, visit
runjaycounty.com.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Antique Engine 
& Tractor Show

Portland, Indiana, at the Jay County Fairgrounds
Featuring: Minneapolis Moline Tractors & Wisconsin Engines

CHRIS ENGLEHARDT, PRES.
260-726-2031

RICH THEURER, V.P.  
260-335-2683

SHIRLEY KARN, TREASURER
260-251-9971

CINDY RUDROW, ANTIQUES
260-726-6433 (evenings)

GINGER ENGLEHARDT, SEC.
260-525-0292

BRUCE WARREN, EAST END  
239-410-5747

JOHN OXLEY, TRADING POST
765-348-1346

BILL JOHNSON, CAMPING
765-437-2624

The World’s Largest
Gas Engine and Tractor Show

www.tristategasenginetractor.com

Modern Rest Rooms – Lots of Free Parking Space

FOODS SERVED BY
SERVICE GROUPS ONLY
ADMISSION: Adults - $5.00 per day

High School Age - $3.00
Children Under 12 - FREE

No Camping on Club Grounds Before
7:00 am Saturday, August 13, 2022

CAMPING (NON-EXHIBITORS)
$20.00 campground maintenance

fee per show
plus $10.00 per day non-refundable

CAMPING EXHIBITORS
$20.00 campground maintenance

fee per show
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Proof of liability insurance
for all riding vehicles required.

$10 RIDING STICKER- GOLF CARTS AND LAWN MOWERS • $40 RIDING STICKER ON
ALL OTHER ELIGIBLE RIDING VEHICLES

Separate Display Areas
For 15 Hp. Engines and Larger and Garden Tractors

No roping off until Fri., Aug. 19, 5:00 p.m.

Sawmill, Threshing & Antique Con-
struction Equipment

in operation DAILY!

Entertainment Nightly in the
Farmer’s Building

A Gospel Group will be performing
Sunday morning, August 28, 2022 at 8-9 a.m.

Tri-State Gas Engine & Tractor Association, Inc. presents

AUGUST
24, 25, 26, 27

2022

150 antique dealers and
craft dealers

Over 400 engine & tractor parts dealers &
large trading post

Over 2000 Engines & 800 Tractors 
25 Years & Older 

No Selling in Tractor & Engine Display Area

Tractor Pulls
Sponsored by

B.O.O.S.T.
EXHIBITOR PULLS
Thursday and Friday

HOT TRACTOR PULLS
Saturday

 

Portland Veterinary Clinic
Christian Bader DVM

1407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-73701407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370
eterinary Cliniceterinary ClinicPortland Veterinary ClinicPortland Veterinary ClinicPortland VPortland V

  

Spring is here…
and so are the 
Keep your pets 
comfortable and 
protected with safe 

 

and so are the eas.

 
protected with safe 

ea and tick 
control solutions. And others

3 months protection  for dogs & cats.
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Sports
Friday, July 29, 2022

Registration is open
at community centers,
see Sports on tap

Get all of your local
sports information online

by visiting thecr.com

Sports on tap

FORT WAYNE — It’s
going to take some work
for the Rockets to play into
the weekend.
In the opening game of

the National Amateur
Baseball Federation
regional tournament
Thursday, the Portland
Rockets suffered a mercy-
rule loss 14-3 in six
innings to the Livonia
Firebirds at Indiana Tech.
They were back in

action in NABF regional
pool play today, taking on
the Prison City (Michi-
gan) Padres at 10 a.m.
They will play the Fort
Wayne Jackers at 5:30 p.m.
tonight. The top two teams
in each of  two pools
advance to Saturday’s
action.
Livonia, a Michigan-

based squad, jumped on
the Rockets (17-17) with
three runs in the top of
the first inning and never
stopped scoring. It added
two runs in the second to
make it 5-0 — Portland
responded with its only
three runs in the bottom
of  the second — one in the
third, three in the fourth,
two in the fifth and three
in the sixth.
The Rockets, needing a

couple of  runs to stay
alive in the bottom of  the
sixth, got a walk from Joel
Kennedy and a double
from 2018 Jay County
High School graduate Max
Moser. But a double play
and a strikeout ended the
game early.
Peyton Smith took the

loss for Portland, allowing
six runs on five hits and
two walks in three
innings. He recorded four
strikeouts.
Nick Bailey allowed

seven runs on eight hits in
2 1/3 innings of  work.
Moser, who plays at

Huntington University,
went 2-for-3 with two dou-
bles for the Rockets while
Kennedy was 2-for-2 with a
run and a walk and Dako-
ta Durick singled and
drove in two runs. The
only other hit came from
Caleb Richardson.
Twins Gavin and Lan-

don Kempainen powered
the Livonia offense, com-
bining for six hits, five
runs and three RBIs.

Portland
falls in
tourney
opener

By BOB CONDOTTA
The Seattle Times
Tribune News Service
RENTON, Wash. —

While speculation about
DK Metcalf ’s future lin-
gered in national NFL cir-
cles throughout the offsea-
son, the Seahawks
expressed confidence at
every turn that a deal
would eventually get done.
Those expectations came

true Thursday as Metcalf
agreed to a three-year, $72
million deal with the Sea-
hawks that will keep him

with the team through the
2025 season.
A league source con-

firmed the deal to The Seat-
tle Times. It was first
reported by ESPN and the
NFL Network, which each
said the contract also
includes a $30 million sign-
ing bonus — the highest
ever for a receiver — and
$58.2 million guaranteed
overall. The signing bonus
tops the previous receiver
record of  $28 million Wash-
ington gave Terry McLau-
rin last month.

DK inks extension

The Albany (Georgia) Herald
Tribune News Service
The NASCAR Cup Series

makes its second foray onto the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway
Road Course, but it will be diffi-
cult to rival the chaotic proceed-
ings of  last year in Sunday’s Ver-
izon 200 at the Brickyard (2:30
p.m. on NBC, IMS Radio and Sir-
iusXM NASCAR Radio).
Competing in the Cup Series

in a part-time role for Kaulig
Racing, AJ Allmendinger won
the debut race on the 2.439-mile,
14-turn circuit. Taking advan-
tage of  two late cautions for wild
multicar wrecks, Allmendinger
claimed the second Cup victory
of  his career.
That came after Chase Briscoe

knocked Denny Hamlin out of
the lead and was parked for
doing so. Given the last-lap
scramble involving All-
mendinger, Alex Bowman and
race winner Ross Chastain at
Circuit of  The Americas earlier
this season, the action in the sec-
ond race at the Indianapolis
Road Course is likely to be as
memorable.
Allmendinger is competing

for the NASCAR Xfinity Series
championship this season, but
he’ll defend his victory — the
first in the series for Kaulig Rac-
ing — in Sunday’s event.

“Being a part of  Kaulig Rac-
ing’s first Cup Series win will
always be so special to me,” All-
mendinger said. “Heading back
to Indy for the first time since
then will be a surreal feeling.
This is a place we have had cir-
cled on our calendar, and hope-
fully all the hard work will pay
off.”
To score a second straight

win, however, Allmendinger will
have to beat surging Chase
Elliott, who has won three of  the
last five Cup races and finished
second in the other two. Elliott
won last Sunday’s Cup race at
Pocono after disqualifications to
Denny Hamlin and Kyle Busch,
who crossed the finish line first
and second.
Elliott leads all active drivers

with seven road course victo-
ries. He’s third all-time behind
Jeff  Gordon with nine and Tony
Stewart with eight, but the 2020
series champion has his own
issues with the road course at
Indy.
“I feel like that’s probably

been one of  my worst road
courses, personally,” said Elliott,
who finished fourth in the inau-
gural race. “Never really felt like
I got ahold of  the track last
year…
“So going back, I need to do

some homework this week on
how to be better up there,
because I do not feel very good
about that track and just never
got a good groove there last year
at all and was never really on
offense.”

If  the Verizon 200 gives such
established road course aces as
Allmendinger and Elliott a
chance to pad their resumes, it
also presents an opportunity for
drivers below the Playoff  cut-
line.
With five races left in the regu-

lar season, 14 drivers already
have recorded victories, leaving
two Playoff  spots currently
available on points. Those posi-
tions are held by last year’s Indi-
anapolis runner-up Ryan Blaney
and Martin Truex Jr.
Kevin Harvick is the first driv-

er out of  a Playoff  spot, 83 points
behind Truex. Realistically, Har-
vick and those below him in the
Playoff  standings will have to
win one of  the next five races to
qualify for the postseason.

Returning for more

Tribune News Service/For the Indianapolis Star/Randy Crist

Christopher Bell (20) and Ryan Preece (37) slide out during a massive crash
caused by a piece of curbing Sunday, Aug. 15, 2021, during the Verizon 200 at the Brickyard
at Indianapolis Motor Speedway.

NASCAR
back for

second run
on Indy

road course


