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Evelyn McMillan, 87, Port-
land

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  90 degrees on
Independence Day. The low
was 72.

A heat advisory is in effect
until 10 p.m. tonight. The low
will be 73 with showers and
tunderstorms likely. Expect a
high of  91 Wednesday with
more rain likely. See page 2 for
an extended outlook.

United Way of  Jay County
and Second Harvest Food
Bank will partner for a free
food tailgate at 10 a.m.
Wednesday at Jay County
Fairgrounds.

Income verification is not
required.

Wednesday — Coverage of
tonight’s Portland City Coun-
cil meeting.

Friday — Results from the
Jay County Summer Swim
Team’s meet against North
Adams Central.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up
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By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

The Portland Founda-
tion recently wrapped up
a lengthy process that
looked at key challenges
impacting Jay County,
setting six priorities on
which to take action mov-
ing forward.

The foundation was
awarded a $100,000 Com-
munity Leadership Grant
as part of  the seventh
phase of  Lilly Endow-
ment’s Giving Indiana
Funds for Tomorrow
(GIFT VII) initiative in
fall 2020. Over the course
of  the last year and a
half, foundation staff  and
community leaders have
worked toward develop-
ing a strategy to “combat
the interrelated issues of
the opioid epidemic, high
child poverty, low post-
secondary educational
attainment and low work-
force development
skills.”

“The whole goal at the
end of  this project was to
begin moving the needle
in these areas,” said
Doug Inman, executive
director of  The Portland
Foundation. “They’re not
solvable problems any
time soon. (But we want
to) make sure things are
moving forward in a good
direction.”

After an initial commu-
nity meeting in early
2021, two committees
were formed to address
the inter-related chal-
lenges the foundation
had identified. An addi-
tional steering commit-
tee led the overall direc-
tion of  the process.

Those groups, which
included local govern-
ment officials, law
enforcement, local educa-
tors, representatives
from various organiza-
tions and others, ended
up focusing on six areas
of  need to address. They
are:

•Affordable, quality
early care and education

•Education and work-
force development

•Chronic school absen-
teeism

•Improved system of
care (support for families
dealing with mental ill-
ness, substance abuse,
domestic violence, etc.)

•Parenting skills
•Drug abuse prevention
See Priorities page 2

Foundation
initiative
looked at

local issues

Planning
effort
sets key
priorities
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Bubbly personalities
The holiday weekend was full of 4th of July festivities, including parades in Portland and Dunkirk, activities at

Dunkirk City Park and Jay County Fairgrounds, the Firecracker junior league baseball and softball tournaments at Redkey
Morgan Park and fireworks in Dunkirk, Redkey and Portland. Pictured above, former Jay County High School band directors
Kelly Smeltzer and Dave Humbert greet the crowd while serving as grand marshals of the 4th of July parade through downtown
Portland. Prior to Smeltzer’s retirement last month, they were the only band directors in the 47-year history of the school.
Below, children play in bubbles that served as one of the attractions during the Fourth of July Festival at Dunkirk City Park.

By ANNIE SWEENEY,
ROSEMARY SOBOL,
ROBERT MCCOPPIN
and JAKE SHERIDAN
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

CHICAGO — The search for a
22-year-old man who authorities
suspected of  opening fire at the
Highland Park Independence
Day parade, killing at least six
people and wounding more than
two dozen others, ended Mon-
day evening when he was taken
into custody on the North
Shore.

The arrest of  Robert “Bobby”
Crimo III came about eight
hours after the mass shooting,
which stunned the Chicago area
and country as it celebrated the
Fourth of  July.

Late in the afternoon Monday,
Highland Park police Chief  Lou
Jogmen had identified Crimo as
the person of  interest, saying
he was believed to be driving a
2010 silver Honda Fit.

Crimo was spotted by North
Chicago police near U.S. High-
way 41 and Buckley Road. An
officer tried to stop Crimo, but

he briefly fled before being
stopped, Jogmen said.

More than 100 law enforce-
ment agencies had helped
throughout the day to search for
the suspect after he opened fire
from a rooftop along the parade
route. The police dragnet had
started with a perimeter around
the core of  Highland Park,
gradually spreading to include
police activity in nearby neigh-
borhoods and finally other sub-
urbs.

Crimo was described as a
longtime resident of  the suburb

who posted online videos under
the moniker “The Awake Rap-
per.”

An archive of  17 YouTube
videos apparently belonging to
Crimo alternates between
wholesome and foreboding.

In one video, a teen who looks
like Crimo happily skateboards
and roughhouses with his pals.
Another captures what appears
to be a police-escorted govern-
ment motorcade leaving an air-
port before a man who appears
to be Crimo swivels the camera
to his tattooed face.

A black-and-white video,
taken with a selfie stick, shows
a glum figure that looks like
Crimo walking through a neigh-
borhood. In another, a newspa-
per with a Lee Harvey Oswald
headline can be seen over his
shoulder.

The most chilling video is the
final one in the series, uploaded
eight months ago, which fea-
tures footage of  a young man in
a bedroom and a classroom
along with cartoons of  a gun-
man and people being shot.

See Arrested page 5

Man arrested in connection to shooting

By LESLIE BONILLA MUÑIZ
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana plans to pay a home-
grown election equipment compa-
ny more than $12 million to retrofit
thousands of  electronic-only vot-
ing machines to boost election
security and voter
confidence despite doubts from
some experts on the move’s effec-
tiveness.

Indianapolis-based MicroVote
will receive about $12.3 million for
about 5,030 printers in 45 Indiana
counties using electronic-only
setups to count votes, according to
the Secretary of  State’s office. In
March, state lawmakers handed

the office a July 2024 deadline —
five years shorter than the previ-
ous December 2029 deadline.

That’ll be in time for the 2024
presidential elections.

“[The printers] will allow us to
better do audits. … And it’ll be eas-
ier to do recounts, because we have
a paper record now,” said Secretary
of  State Spokesman Allen Carter.

Security concerns
MicroVote’s paperless Infinity

Voting Panel and its add-on print-
ers passed Indiana’s Voting System
Technical Oversight Program
security testing in a 2020 report.

But researchers have found sig-

nificant software vulnerabilities
in electronic-only voting
machines in reports going back
two decades, according to a
2018 literature review from the
Air Force Institute of  Technology.

Those weaknesses have been on
full display at cybersecurity con-
ference DefCon, at which hackers
continue to breach dozens of
machines, some within minutes
or wirelessly.

And because there’s no back-
up, it’s difficult to pick up on
errors. A 2019 report by Universi-
ty of  South Carolina Professor
Duncan Buell found the state’s
electronic-only machines incor-

rectly logged hundreds of  votes.
The state’s election commission
included them in its official
results.

A slim majority of  Indiana vot-
ers — 54% — voted on direct-
recording electronic devices in
2020, according to a white
paper from Indiana University’s
Public Policy Institute. That’s sig-
nificantly higher than the 14% of
voters who use electronic-only
machines nationwide. 

An investment
Indiana hopes to drop that

number to zero.
See Spending page 2

State spending on voting machines
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Intimidation
A Bryant man was

arrested this morning for
intimidation and related
charges.

Ronald A. Hopkins, 61,
7450 N. 100 West, was pre-
liminarily charged with
two Level 5 felonies for
intimidation and confine-
ment and two Level 6
felonies for domestic bat-
tery and pointing a
firearm.

He’s being held in Jay
County Jail on a $15,000
bond.

Domestic battery
Two Jay County resi-

dents were arrested recent-
ly for domestic battery.

Kisha L. Lopez, 41, 101 S.
Pierce St., Portland, was
arrested Monday and pre-
liminarily charged with a
Level 6 felony.

See page 5

Continued from page 1
Through House Bill 1116,

Indiana legislators
chopped several years off
an older deadline, giving
the Secretary of  State’s
office until July 1, 2024, to
get the job done.

Forty-seven counties
already use the add-on
printers or have voting
machines with some paper
component, according to
the Secretary of  State’s
office.

Indiana plans to close
the gap by retrofitting its
remaining counties’ elec-
tronic-only machines with
printers that experts call
voter-verifiable paper
audit trails. Counties won’t
be buying any equipment
themselves, according to
the office.

MicroVote is the only
one of  four Hoosier elec-
tion equipment manufac-
turers with products
impacted by the mandate,
Carter said, so Indiana’s
buying the add-ons from
the same company.

“It’s really only one
piece of  equipment. There
really wasn’t a bidding
process, because there
wasn’t multiple different
types of  VVPATs that we
could utilize from different
vendors,” said Jay Phelps,
the office’s director of  elec-
tions modernization. “It
was just literally, here’s the
option and this is how we
move forward.”

Is it worth it?
The plan received mixed

reviews from voting rights
advocates and election
experts.

“The suspicious part of

me … says, ‘Well, that was
a windfall for MicroVote,
wasn’t it?’” said Barbara
Tully, who leads nonprofit
Indiana Vote by Mail.

She suggested that Indi-
ana instead invest in
paper voting and ballot-
marking devices, and that
it legalize ballot drop-
boxes.

In contrast, election
watchdog Common Cause
Indiana “chose not to
oppose” HB 1116 despite
the “clunky, expensive
retrofit” it requires, said
executive director Julia
Vaughn.

MicroVote — with its
contracts, customer loyal-
ty and influence — was
one factor. But so was the
rise in election result
skepticism.

“Given the tenor of  the
national debate, I think
it’s important to fill up
any holes you can in terms
of  people’s confidence in
the election,” Vaughn
said. 

Andrew Downs, an asso-
ciate professor of  political
science at Purdue Univer-
sity Fort Wayne, said he
initially wasn’t a fan of
voter-verifiable paper
audit trail technology
because paper reintro-
duced old doubts and
arguments about voter
intent that electronic vot-
ing machines had closed.

But, Downs said, “I have
come around to the idea
that VVPAT is beneficial
because it gives comfort to
voters, and [it’s] beneficial
because it allows election
administrators another
mechanism for auditing
results.”

Spending ...

Evelyn Mae McMillan,
Portland, Oct. 31, 1934-July
2, 2022. Services will be at
1 p.m. July 23 at Brockman
Boeckman Funeral Home,
Fort Recovery.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices
for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area
free of  charge. 
They include the name,

city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of
services.
There is a charge for

obituaries, which are
accepted only from funer-
al homes or mortuary
services.

SERVICES
July 23

McMillan, Evelyn: 1 p.m.,
Brockman-Boeckman Funeral
Home, 308 S. Wayne St., Fort
Recovery.

Service listings provided by
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Obituaries
Continued from page 1

A leader has been assigned to
each of  those areas.

Dave Bennett of  Community
Foundation Research Institute in
Grabill and John Peirce of  Peirce
Consulting guided the effort.

The work included gathering
data that shows the extent of  some
of  the local challenges, such as Jay
County’s lack of  daycare availabil-
ity (it had 12 available per 100 chil-
dren in 2020 compared to an aver-
age of  21.3 statewide), an increase
in absentee rates at schools (92 ele-
mentary school students were con-
sidered chronically absent in 2021
compared to 47 two years earlier)
and drug overdose death (there
were 13 in 2017 and 11 in 2019).

“The consultants we hired to
work on the project did a phenome-

nal job,” said Inman. “They did a
great job leading the community
through this process. It was a good
process to start with four defined
issues and work toward determin-
ing a way to change those in the
future. … It was well worth the
time and effort.”

Some efforts are already being
made toward addressing the areas

identified by the committee,
including The Portland Founda-
tion’s push for a daycare and early
childhood education center at the
former Judge Haynes Elementary
School.

There may be an opportunity to
address others through the state’s
Hoosier Enduring Legacy Pro-
gram (HELP), in which Jay County

is one of  the inaugural partici-
pants. HELP is designed to assist
communities in deciding how best
to use the federal coronavirus
relief  funding — in Jay County’s
case, nearly $4 million — it
received through the American
Rescue Plan Act.

Inman said the most important
thing for the foundation and the
community is to keep pushing
toward the goals laid out by the
committees that worked through
the planning process.

“I think keys to success are just
going to be making sure we contin-
ue to talk about (these) issues, that
this document is not put on a
shelf,” he said. “These are too
important to the community’s
future to just say, ‘Hey, we did this,’
and then put it away forever.”

Priorities ...

Backing accident
A Geneva woman backed her vehicle

into a parked car outside Wind Rush
Apartments in Portland about 8:35 p.m.
Friday.

Dawn L. Johns, 38, was backing up her
2003 Dodge Grand Caravan at the apart-
ments, 997 Boundary Pike, when she
crashed into a 2005 Chrysler Sebring,
registered to Miriam D. Willis of  Port-
land. 

Damage is estimated between $1,000
and $2,500. Johns was cited with an
infraction for driving without insurance.

Golf cart crash
A Portland woman crashed her golf

cart into oncoming traffic at the inter-

section of  Wayne and Arch streets in
Portland about 10:50 a.m. Monday.

Rose M. Archer, 65, told Portland police
she and her passenger, 65-year-old Marvin
Archer of  Portland, were in her 1995 Club
Car golf  cart north on Wayne Street and
stopped at the intersection with Arch
Street. She didn’t notice a westbound 2011
GMC Terrain, driven by 40-year-old
Michael J. Woolslager of  Portland, and
continued into the intersection. Archer’s
cart hit the driver’s side of  Woolslager’s
vehicle, ejecting her from the cart.

Archer and Woolslager both complained
of  leg injuries, according to the accident
report.

Damage is estimated between $1,000 and
$2,500.

Today
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Portland Park
Board, council cham-
bers, fire station, 1616 N.
Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Pennville
Town Council, town hall,

105 N. Washington St.
7 p.m. — Salamonia

Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.

Wednesday
7 a.m. — Jay County

Board of  Health, health
department, 504 W. Arch
St., Portland.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................6.84
Aug. corn ................6.88
Wheat ......................7.76

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................6.80
Aug. corn ................6.90
Oct. corn ..................5.57

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................6.71
Aug. corn ................5.86
Beans ......................15.52
Aug. beans..............13.09

Wheat ...................... 7.83
Aug. wheat .............. 8.25

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................6.70
Late July corn ........6.60
Beans ......................15.63
Late July beans......15.43
Wheat ......................7.85

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.45
Oct. corn ..................5.47
Beans ......................15.31
Oct. beans ..............12.90
Wheat ......................7.76

In 1810, P.T. Barnum,
who entered into a part-
nership with circus man-
ager James Bailey in 1880
after developing a travel-
ing show featuring circus
acts, animals, exhibits
and novelties over the
previous decade, was
born in Bethel, Connecti-
cut.
In 1971, the 26th

Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution was certi-
fied. It granted voting
rights to citizens 18 and
older.
In 1989, the first

episode of  “Seinfeld”
aired on NBC.
In 1996, scientists suc-

cessfully cloned a mam-
mal for the first time

when female Finn Dorset
sheep Dolly was born
near Edinburgh, Scot-
land.
In 2005, Portland City

Council approved a loan
of  $200,000 in economic
development income tax
(EDIT) funds to rural
Portland residents Glynn
and Julie Barber for
work related to XPLEX
Extreme Competition
Park. The facility hosted
a handful of  events but
was closed in 2006 and
never re-opened.
In 2016, Portland City

Council approved adding
a ninth full-time firefight-
er to the city’s fire depart-
ment.

—The CR

CR almanac

91/70 87/69 83/62 82/58 81/58
There’s a

60% chance
of thunder-
storms
Wednesday
afternoon.

Sunny
skies are in
the forecast
for Sunday,
with highs in
the low 80s.

There’s a
chance of
thunder-
storms. Oth-
erwise, most-
ly sunny, with
a high of 82.

Rain will
likely continue
into Thursday,
with a 70%
chance of
thunder-
storms.

More
showers are
possible Fri-
day, with a
50% chance
of thunder-
storms.

Wednesday
7/6

Thursday
7/7

Friday
7/8

Saturday
7/9

Sunday
7/10

Powerball
Monday
15-16-24-31-56
Powerball: 4
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot: $35

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$370 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 3-1-3
Daily Four: 9-2-1-6
Quick Draw: 3-10-12-

14-22-23-25-26-30-31-44-46-
55-60-61-65-69-71-73-79

Evening
Daily Three: 2-3-9
Daily Four: 3-2-4-6
Quick Draw: 2-10-14-

16-20-25-29-30-34-38-43-44-
48-50-65-67-72-76-77-78

Cash 5: 6-13-19-20-30
Estimated jackpot:

$140,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 9-6-4
Pick 4: 1-7-0-0
Pick 5: 5-0-7-4-4
Evening
Pick 3: 5-3-6
Pick 4: 9-4-2-5
Pick 5: 9-0-6-6-2
Rolling Cash 5: 1-2-13-

24-29
Estimated jackpot:

$160,000
Classic Lotto: 1-16-23-

30-45-46
Kicker: 9-2-7-1-6-5
Jackpot: $30.8 million

Lotteries

Capsule Reports

‘I think keys to success are just
going to be making sure we

continue to talk about (these) issues,
that this document is not put on a shelf.’

—Doug Inman,
The Portland Foundation

Felony
arrests



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

THE LANDING — A 12-
step program for those in
sixth through 12th grade
will meet at 5:55 p.m. each
Tuesday at 2nd Chance at
Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 703-0777 or (260) 726-
5273.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for

substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. each Tuesday at
Church of  God of  Prophe-
cy, 797 N. Creagor Ave. in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-9334.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday at Harmo-
ny Cafe, 121 N. Meridian St. 

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call Pastor Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.

STRESS AND ANXIETY
CLASS — Meets each
Wednesday at 2nd Chance
at Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
726-9625 or (260) 703-0534.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Thursday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

DEAR ABBY: Our 26-year-old,
college-educated grandson,
“Ethan,” crashed his company
car and was arrested for DWI and
possession of  more than a gram
of  cocaine. His mother hired a
lawyer, posted bond and is taking
full charge of  the situation.
Ethan lost his responsible job,
and his girlfriend kicked him out.
He has a sizable inheritance,
enough to pay the lawyer and
fine. Since he has never been in
trouble before, we are hoping he
won’t go to jail. 

Although we love Ethan dearly,
his dad and I agree he should han-
dle this on his own without his
mother (who is recently divorced
from our son) running to his res-
cue. Ethan also needs help with
his addictions. He has enough 529
account funds to turn this serious
mistake into an opportunity to
return to college and get a mas-
ter’s degree. 

I don’t know how much to get
involved, directly with Ethan or
his mother. Though my wife and I
are on good terms with his moth-
er, it appears she doesn’t want our
advice. I welcome your sugges-
tions on what to do. — UPSET
GRANDDAD IN TEXAS
DEAR GRANDDAD: You can

voice your opinion, but beyond
that you should stay out of  it.
As well-meaning as you are,
you can’t force your former

daughter-in-law — who is in
full mother mode — or Ethan
to abandon the path they are
on. All you can do is point out
the dangers they may
encounter along the way and
hope they will listen, however
frustrating it may be.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My fiance and I

recently moved to a new area
because his job was relocated. He
was really excited to start this
new adventure, and I was happy
to come along. We’ve been togeth-
er for 10 years (high school sweet-
hearts), and we got engaged just
before we moved.

I noticed he had been Snapchat-
ting with someone. When I asked
him about it, he refused to tell me
who, but said I shouldn’t be con-
cerned. Eventually, he did tell me.
It’s a female co-worker. I don’t
know much about her other than
she is recently divorced. I’m
happy she’s out of  a bad situa-
tion, but I don’t understand why
she’s Snapchatting my fiance. I

also don’t understand why he hid
it from me until I made a big deal
out of  it. 

There are other details about
her — which I’m not sure are
100% true — that could change
my point of  view about this, but
since I don’t know her, they are
hard for me to believe. Should I
be concerned, or is my anxiety
taking over? I’ll be addressing
this with him again, but I’m not
going to blow up in his face about
it. — DOUBTING IN SOUTH
DAKOTA
DEAR DOUBTING: I’m glad

you’re not going to blow up
because all it would do is make
your fiance defensive. You do,
however, need to have a discus-
sion with him about this co-
worker. If  you feel he hasn’t
been completely honest about
her or her circumstances, and
he has become secretive, rec-
ognize it as a huge red flag and
proceed from there. Do not get
married before this is
resolved.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I’ve been living

with my boyfriend, “Dan,” for 15
years. He has always worked, and
he doesn’t hit me. If  he’s mad he
lets go easy and doesn’t dwell on
stuff. (I can’t say the same about
me.) Here’s the issue: On his Face-
book profile in the “relationship
status” section, he states that he’s

“single.” Other times he has used
“open relationship” or “it’s com-
plicated.” We’ve been together
way too long for him to write
something like that. 

I love him, but I don’t want a
future of  living with this from my
man. I feel like I’m wasting pre-
cious years. Life goes by so fast.
I’m thinking about leaving him.
What does he mean by doing that?
Can you advise me, Abby? —
TAKEN IN GEORGIA
DEAR TAKEN: Please accept

my sympathy. You have spent
the last 15 years with someone
who is commitment-phobic.
When people post that they’re
in an open relationship, it
means they are interested in
exploring other relationships.
If  what you want is someone
to marry, then you are right —
if  a little late — in thinking
about leaving him. The odds
that he will give you what you
need are slim. Have an honest
conversation with Dan about
“where you are headed as a
couple.” If  your visions don’t
match, move on.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My husband and

I are friendly with another couple
our age. They are kind and gener-
ous and would do almost any-
thing for us. They like to meet us
for an occasional dinner. The
problem is the husband feels com-

pelled to put on a show in the
restaurant, telling jokes and kid-
ding with the wait staff  and
patrons sitting around us. The
wife talks almost constantly, and
so does her husband, so it’s hard
to have a conversation with them.
They take forever ordering and
think nothing of  holding up the
table for hours. 

We went out last night and I
“hinted” that I’m uncomfortable
with the unnecessary attention
and would like us to be more low-
key. The response was, “We like to
have fun. It makes us happy, and
people always thank us because
we make their day.” I think people
just play along and secretly find
them annoying. 

I don’t want to hurt their feel-
ings, but I don’t know what to say
if  they ask us out again. My hus-
band feels the same as I do. Any
suggestions? — UNCOMFORT-
ABLE IN ARIZONA
DEAR UNCOMFORTABLE:

They may be nice people, but
their compulsion to perform
in public makes you uncom-
fortable. Added to that is your
inability to talk with them on
a meaningful level because
they dominate the conversa-
tion. If  you like them in pri-
vate, under controlled condi-
tions, invite them over. But
politely decline their invita-
tions to eat out. 

By DIANA DOLECKI
Special to The Commercial Review

I took an involuntary
vacation from all media
while I was visiting my
daughter and her family
recently. That means that
while I was in Texas I did-
n't check email or Face-
book. I didn’t read any
newspapers, listen to any
news on the radio or
watch any television. It
was pure bliss.

I didn’t realize how
depressing it was to be
surrounded by bad news
all the time until I wasn’t.
True, if  one searches hard
enough there is usually a
smattering of  good news

in the newspaper and
other media. But it often
gets shouted down. We
have come to believe that
the louder one shouts and
the more often one spouts
their beliefs the more like-
ly it is that others will
agree with you. Truth is
irrelevant.

When I am at home, I
usually read the morning

newspaper while I eat
breakfast. It seems like
there is always a story or
two depicting conflicts
between neighbors or
countries. Even Mother
Nature gets in on the car-
nage by dumping torrents
of  rain in one place while
depriving another of  the
needed water.

After finishing break-
fast the word puzzles get
solved. Well, not always.
My grandmother always
did the crossword puzzles
in the newspapers. She
used a pencil, but I usual-
ly use a pen. That is not
because I am good at puz-
zles — it is because I

can’t see the pencil
marks. 

Because I wasn’t catch-
ing up on the latest car-
nage, I usually grabbed a
cup of  tea and a book, then
went outside to enjoy the
coolest part of  the day.

Cheeto and Sweetums
joined me. Cheeto is a chi-
huahua, and Sweetums is
a bulldog. Cheeto has been
around forever, while
Sweetums is a recent addi-
tion. She likes to be petted
and will offer her paw to
shake. If  she isn't petted
properly she will leave her
paw in your lap until she
is petted to her satisfac-
tion.

One morning I was
reading outside. Cheeto
was curled up at my feet
while Sweeetums was half
under my chair. All of  a
sudden Cheeto made a run
for the big bowl of  dog
food that was just outside
the porch.

Sweetums didn’t notice
at first, then when she
heard Cheeto crunching
away she made a beeline
for the bowl. She almost
tipped me over as she
raced for her breakfast.
The fact that there was no
way for Cheeto to eat
enough to make a dent in
the food supply was totally
irrelevant.

The rest of  the family
was either asleep or at
work during this quiet
time. I may be stressing
the peace and quiet but at
some point the rest of  the
neighborhood would wake
up and venture outside to
begin pounding on stuff.

I have been back home
for a while now. I am back
to beginning my day by
reading about the latest dis-
asters. I eat my breakfast
inside the house. No pets
are curled up under my
chair. The quiet of  early
morning is not so quiet. 

It was good to get away.
It is also good to come
back home.
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku
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To the editor:
Words have a way of  calming

and healing a situation which
seems out of  control. 

Those kinds of  words were
missing from a column from
Sharon Grigsby in your June 28
edition of  the paper.

When writing about the recent
overturning of  Roe v. Wade, she
used words like terrible, turned
inside out, lost sense of  normalcy,
oppression (several times), lost

our country, no longer safe here,
shameful, undermined,
hypocrisy, devastating (twice),
disgusting, horrifying, cruel,

sense of  betrayal, insult, over-
whelmed, heartbroken, upset-
ting, mean and harmful.

If  you had the same views as
her, you were probably cheering
her on as you read.

I also wondered if  there would
be a fair rebuttal from another
news service but I am not holding
my breath. 

Toward the end of  her column,
she did make a true statement,
but I’m pretty sure she misses the

irony of  it. She wrote, “History
has shown that when the body
politic moves radically in either
direction, a commensurate
response builds in subsequent
years to slow or reverse that radi-
calism. But that discussion is for
another day.”

I would argue that this swing of
events took place 50 years ago and
has just now reversed.

Not everyone is going to agree
on this issue but we need to be

more civil about it. If  we can’t be
civil, we will continue to talk past
one another and even demonize
others who have differing opin-
ions. What I do want to say is this:
we can elect state representatives
who can better voice our own
views.

I say state representatives
because this is where it should
have been these past 50 years.

Robert James Denney
Portland

Decision belongs with the states

The Philadelphia Inquirer
Tribune News Service

Why is it that climate-
change deniers are so quick
to speak up when the
weather is cold and icy, but
become as mute as a mime
when America is suffering
from record heat?

The first three weeks of
June saw record highs —
not only throughout the
southern U.S. but in Min-
neapolis and Milwaukee,
where roads buckled when
the temperature reached
100 degrees for the first
time in nearly a decade.

Meteorologists blamed
the extreme temperatures
on heat domes, which they
described as high-pressure
zones that allow the com-
pressed air beneath them to
heat up. Heat domes are
common in summer, but
scientists say climate
change has increased their
intensity.

In addition to extreme
heat, climate change has
increased precipitation
during heavy rains in
Pennsylvania by 10% since
1910, and the state Depart-
ment of  Environmental
Protection projects an addi-
tional 8% increase by 2050.
All that rain has led to
more flooding in the
Delaware River watershed.

With the worst yet to
come with regard to global
warming, this country
should be addressing the
problem more aggressively.
Instead, the war in
Ukraine’s impact on the
world oil supply has raised
gas pump prices and led
President Joe Biden to beg
the fossil-fuel industry to
ramp up production.

Even if  the oil companies
wanted to help Biden, they
couldn’t do enough to help
very quickly. It can take
anywhere from six to eight
months to get oil from a
well into a gas pump after
it’s been dug. More impor-
tantly, oil company
investors have no incentive
to reduce their profits by
building more rigs and
rehiring laid-off  workers.
Patriotism, you say? Don’t
hold your breath.

The more difficult course
for Biden, especially with
midterm elections staring
him in the face, would be to
ask Americans to be
patient and adjust. Elected
officials did that during the
Arab oil embargo in the
1970s. People started driv-
ing more economical vehi-
cles and a 55-mph speed
limit was imposed.

Similar long-term solu-
tions are needed now, not
quick fixes like tapping the
national oil reserves or sus-
pending the federal fuel
tax. Instead of  pleading for
cooperation by oil compa-
nies, Biden should have
asked Congress to reconsid-
er some of  the measures in
the now-deceased Green
New Deal.

Coal company scion Joe
Manchin, the Democratic
senator who joined Repub-
licans in killing that legis-
lation, would likely object

again. But that shouldn’t
keep Biden from pointing
out to Americans that the
best way to avoid $5-a-gal-
lon gas prices is to drive an
electric car. Ramping up
their production would cre-
ate jobs, maybe some of
them in Manchin’s West
Virginia.

The Mountain State also
figures prominently in a
case before the Supreme
Court, West Virginia v.
Environmental Protection
Agency, in which the jus-
tices appear poised to cur-
tail the government’s regu-
latory authority over
greenhouse gas emissions
from power plants — a
move that would represent
another blow to addressing
climate change.

The environment might
have been a bigger topic
during this week’s econom-
ic conference of  the Group
of  7 industrialized nations
meeting in Germany. But
the Ukraine war put the
leaders of  the other G7
nations in the same boat as
Biden, trying to figure out
how to get their countries
the fuel they need without
lending support to Russia’s
unconscionable invasion.

They, too, need to take a
longer view.

Climate change is also a
clear and present danger.
The best interests of  the G7
and America rest on taking
the right course to ensure
the future of  not just their
children and grandchil-
dren but later generations.
That means enduring the
current pain and taking
steps that won’t bring
immediate relief.

Don’t encourage the fos-
sil-fuel industry to reener-
gize. 

Speed up replacing it
with alternative energy
sources that won’t acceler-
ate global warming.

We must resist
the quick fix

By THEODORE KIM
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

This month, workers at an Apple
store in Maryland voted to unionize,
another signal that the labor move-
ment is gaining momentum at tech
companies. 

This follows a victory at an Ama-
zon Staten Island warehouse in
March, the first U.S. union vote in
Amazon’s history (though another
company warehouse voted against
unionizing in May).

Tech is largely thought of  as a
cushy industry, dominated by big
companies with relatively generous
wages and benefits. Apple store
workers unionizing is especially sig-
nificant because their positions are
already considered “good” retail
jobs; the corporation raised its
hourly wage from $20 to $22 last
month to compensate store workers,
who are highly knowledgeable about
the company’s products. One of  the
newly unionized store’s organizers
directly stated to the New York
Times: “We love our jobs. We just
want to see them do better.”

That statement resonates with
efforts among tech’s software engi-
neers and other knowledge workers
who are pushing for change despite
having some of  the highest-paid and
most desirable positions in the coun-
try.

Workers at Google have been
organizing since January of  last
year, bringing together full-time and
temporary employees, contractors
and vendors. Employees at the
crowdfunding website Kickstarter
announced in 2020 that they became
“the first major tech company” to
unionize.

Most striking are examples from
the video game industry, where the
work is both ultra-competitive and
considered a labor of  love. The indie
studio Vodeo Games became the first
video game company in North Amer-
ica to unionize in December 2021,
while Raven Software at the Santa
Monica-based Activision Blizzard,
one of  the biggest video game studios
in the world, voted to unionize in
May 2022. Microsoft, which made a
deal this year to acquire Activision

Blizzard, recently pledged to work
constructively with employees seek-
ing to unionize, a move viewed by
some in the industry as confirmation
of  labor’s growing foothold in tech.

What compels workers with these
“good” jobs to organize? One reason
is that without an organization to
advocate for the values of  its employ-
ees, the conditions of  any job are con-
tingent on the benevolence of  man-
agement.

At Pixar, where I used to work,
years of  progress in supporting
LGBTQ rights were undermined
when corporate leadership cut a gay
kiss from the movie “Lightyear.”
Restoring the kiss took employees
organizing to issue a joint statement
rejecting the censorship: exactly the
sort of  unified voice that unioniza-
tion aims to provide. Or the reasons
could be as basic as workplace safety.
This month, Google reportedly post-
poned its requirement for Google
Maps contractors to return to the
office five days a week because the
workers threatened to strike.

Moreover, while software jobs and
other knowledge work seem secure,
they are not immune from a threat
that more often mobilizes non-tech
industries: automation. Writing com-
puter code — authoring complex
streams of  text that tell computers
exactly what to do — has long been
considered a task that only human
software engineers can accomplish.
But recent machine learning models,
such as DeepMind’s AlphaCode and
OpenAI’s Codex, suggest that AI
could write computer code in the
future.

Fawning tech reporting may insist
that machines are only decreasing
our drudge work and can never
replace humans. But that view elides
one of  the basic realities of  software
development: lots of  it can be routine

and repetitive drudge work. Much of
it consists of  cutting and pasting
existing code into a new context, or
simply hunting down the right soft-
ware library routine to accomplish a
task, like finding the virtual socket
that matches your virtual plug.

To be sure, programming also
involves leaps of  human creativity
that are not close to being automated.
But if  the routine aspects start get-
ting outsourced to AI, where does
checking the AI work end and the
human programming work begin?
The job begins to sound less appeal-
ing — and less valuable to employers.

Imagine the paradox of  being a
programmer where the more high-
quality work you do, the less secure
your job becomes. Rather than boost-
ing your professional reputation, the
growing corpus of  code you write is
used to train a gradually more
sophisticated AI. It eventually
becomes “good enough” for some of
your routine tasks and gets reas-
signed those duties. Does your salary
get reassigned too?

Some programmers might pursue
individual resistance by writing
deliberately grotesque and byzantine
code: Write it like “Finnegans Wake”
instead of  “Goodnight Moon.” Some
Indian IT workers in Europe with
weak job security have reported cre-
ating roadblocks to understanding
their code, following the logic that if
nobody understands how the pro-
gram works except you, the bosses
have to keep you around.

Unions present an alternative to
such soul-crushingly baroque — and
tenuous — forms of  self-protection.
A union can bargain with manage-
ment to, for example, prevent AI from
spying over your shoulder until it
can supplant your job.

More workers in tech seem to be
waking up to the reality that if  you
have a good job and want it to stay
that way, you cannot rely solely on
management’s assurances. Unioniza-
tion is a basic bulwark against a tur-
bulent future. The union victory for
Apple’s retail workers carries lessons
for Apple’s engineers too.

••••••••••
Kim is an associate professor of

computer science at Yale University.

Workers reckon with reality

“Were it left for me to decide whether we should
have government without newspapers or newspapers
without government I should not hesitate to prefer the
latter.” – Thomas Jefferson
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Continued from page 1
Superimposed on the video is a

rotating image of  interlocked trian-
gles. ”I need to just do it,” a voice-over
says over instrumental music. “It is
my destiny. Everything has led up to
this. Nothing can stop me, not even
myself. Is there such a thing as free
will, or has this been planned out like
a cosmic recipe? It is what I’ve been
waiting for in the back of  my head,
ready to be awakened. It’s what I was
sent here to do, like a sleepwalker
walking steady with my head held
high, like a sleepwalker walking
blindly into the night.”

Meanwhile, an investigation into
the firearm used in the attack was
underway after authorities
announced that a rifle had been
recovered at the scene.

Details about the recovered rifle
were subject of  an urgent, expedited

trace by the federal Bureau of  Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives. Firearms trace information, in
general, provides manufacturing
details as well as where a firearm was
shipped to for sale by a federally
licensed firearms dealer.

The trace includes contacting the
dealer, who must check paperwork to
determine who the firearm originally
was sold to. Once complete, the infor-
mation will be turned over to High-
land Park police, authorities said.

The Lake County Major Crime
Task Force, Highland Park police and
the FBI were leading the investiga-
tion, but “there are dozens of  police
agencies on the scene and our federal
partners are deployed as well,”
according to police.

The chaos began about 10:15 a.m.
when the gunman, allegedly Crimo,
stood on a roof  and opened fire, shoot-

ing at least 30 people — at least six of
them fatally, about 15 minutes into
the northern suburb’s Fourth of  July
parade, according to police and the
Lake County sheriff ’s office.

Prior to Crimo’s arrest, Lake Coun-
ty Deputy Sheriff  Chris Covelli had
urged people to stay in their homes
and be careful as a search got under-
way, with armored police vehicles
descending on quiet suburban streets
and law enforcement guarding the
perimeter of  neighborhoods with
rifles.

“No neighborhood is safe,” said
Jonathan Kozera, 56, who lives
around the corner from the Highland
Park home that was the subject of  law
enforcement work. “There’s too much
hate going on in this country. We
should be celebrating today, not mak-
ing people suffer. There’s a lot of  sick
people.”

Continued from page 2
She’s being held on a

$3,000 bond in Jay County
Jail.

Tyler C. Bost, 25, 6770 W.
300 North, Pennville, was
arrested Saturday and pre-
liminarily charged with a
Level 6 felony. He was
released on a $3,000 bond
from Jay County Jail.

Common nuisance
Two Portland men were

arrested Friday for main-
taining a common nui-
sance.

Austin M. George, 19,
1212 N. Franklin St., was
preliminarily charged
with three Level 6 felonies
for possession of  metham-

phetamine, maintaining a
common nuisance and
unlawful possession of  a
syringe. He was also
charged with a Class B
misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  marijuana and a
Class C misdemeanor for
possession of  parapherna-
lia. George was released on
his own recognizance from
Jay County Jail.

Jeffrey L. Shope, 42, 1212
N. Franklin St., was pre-
liminarily charged with a
Level 6 felony for main-
taining a common nui-
sance and a Class C misde-
meanor for possession of
paraphernalia. He’s being
held on a $4,000 bond in Jay
County Jail.

Arrested ... Felony arrests

By MICHAEL OLLOVE
Stateline.org
Tribune News Service

Hospitals and community and
rural health clinics that serve
low-income patients say drug
manufacturers have threatened
their financial stability by dra-
matically cutting back their par-
ticipation in a federal drug dis-
count program that saves those
health providers millions of  dol-
lars a year.

Without the drug discounts,
the hospitals and clinics say,
they are getting close to laying
off  health care workers, reduc-
ing hours or scaling back or
scrapping mobile health vans,
free cancer screenings, behav-
ioral health treatment and a
host of  other services that help
patients with low incomes who
lack insurance.

“They are killing health cen-
ters,” said Jangus Whitner, who
runs the pharmacy program for
PrimaryOne Health, a commu-
nity health center with more
than 40,000 patients that oper-
ates 11 medical sites as well as
five clinics in the Columbus,
Ohio area.

“It is infuriating; it is egre-
gious.”

Since 2020, more than a dozen
drug companies have scaled
back or halted their participa-

tion in a federal discount pro-
gram known as 340B. Under the
program, drugmakers sell their
products more cheaply to safety-
net health providers, hospitals
and clinics that provide care
regardless of  patients’ ability to
pay. In exchange, the govern-
ment promises that Medicare
and Medicaid will cover their
products.

But in the past two years, 17
drug companies, including Bris-
tol Myers Squibb, Gilead, John-
son & Johnson, Merck and Pfiz-
er, have scaled back their partic-
ipation in 340B. The drugmak-
ers’ lobbying association,
PhRMA, argues that the dis-
counts have been used too
broadly and for patients who
could afford the drugs’ higher
retail prices.

The drugmakers also don’t
like providers allowing patients

to get their prescriptions at
“contract pharmacies,” drug-
stores that have arranged with
340B providers to fill prescrip-
tions for their patients at the
discounted prices.

The 340B discount for outpa-
tient drugs is generally between
20% and 50%, according to a
University of  Southern Califor-
nia Schaeffer Center for Health
Policy and Economics report,
and in 2020 resulted in $38 bil-
lion in drug sales.

That year, about 12,700 safety-
net providers were in the pro-
gram, according to the U.S. Gov-
ernment Accountability Office.

“The 340B is critically impor-
tant because it provides
resources that allow us to
achieve our mission to expand
access specifically to a medical-
ly underserved population,”
said Sue Veer, president of  Car-

olina Health Centers, a commu-
nity health center that operates
a dozen medical clinics across
western South Carolina.

But PhRMA, the lobbying arm
of  the drug manufacturing
industry, expresses skepticism
that the program benefits low-
income patients, and asserts
that many 340B hospitals and
clinics are claiming discounts
for patients who do not meet eli-
gibility requirements.

“There is very little to no evi-
dence that 340B is helping
patients access medicines, and
that’s a big concern to the indus-
try, because the amount of  dis-
counts we provide amount to
tens of  billions of  dollars every
year,” said Nicole Longo, a
PhRMA spokesperson. “If  those
dollars aren’t being used to help
patients, where are they going?
The 340B program is a black
box. There’s not transparency,
and that’s a big source of  con-
cern for the industry.”

A 2020 report by the U.S. Gov-
ernment Accountability Office
noted that the Health Resources
and Services Administration,
which oversees the discount
program, conducted 1,241 audits
between fiscal years 2012 and
2019 and found a total of  1,536
violations of  the rules, includ-

ing 900 cases in which there was
more than one violation.

The pharmaceutical industry
cites that report and a 2018 New
England Journal of  Medicine
study that concluded that 340B
savings “for hospitals have not
been associated with clear evi-
dence of  expanded care or lower
mortality among low-income
patients.”

Not all the drug manufactur-
ers fully withdrew from 340B,
according to 340B Health, a
membership organization rep-
resenting 1,400 nonprofit hospi-
tals and health systems that par-
ticipate in the program. Some
drugmakers cut off  hospitals
but not community health cen-
ters, while others did the
reverse.

Sometimes, officials at affect-
ed hospitals or health centers
said, a drug manufacturer has
required them to submit
detailed and private claims data
to keep the discounts flowing.

Many of  the safety-net
providers said providing the
claims data is not only adminis-
tratively burdensome, but also
risks violating patient confiden-
tiality. They say they are mysti-
fied as to why the drugmakers
want the data or how they will
use it.

Providers: Financial stability at risk
Drug companies have

scaled back participation
in federal discount program
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ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
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J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 
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Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal

Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
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Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

BANNERS
40” x 13”

BUY ONE FOR 
$695

GET ONE FOR 
$350

Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Get Well, Just Because,

Valentine’s Day,
and Many Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St., Portland.

Open 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., TUESDAY - FRIDAY
Custom sizes available.

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what

you might find in

The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a  new car to a

new home, to a new

job,

the Classifieds deliv-

er!

Go to thecr.com 

or call  

260-726-8141

CCoonnttrraacctt
BBrriiddggee By Steve Becker�

��
��

�

Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located:   Wheel and
Spoke Event Center
(located within the
Wheel and Spoke
Antique Mall, 500 S
Meridian Street,  Port-

land, IN
Saturday Morning
JULY 9, 2022 
10:00 A.M.

ANTIQUES-OLD
ITEMS–HOUSEHOLD

GOODS
Pie safe; Victorian style
love seat; Stained glass
type frog lamp; ; Smith
Bros sofa and matching
love seat; Longaberger
baskets; Pfaltzgraff and
many other items not

listed.
POTTERY

Roseville, Hull,  McCoy.
PLEASE NOTE THAT
KAREN HAD A VERY
LARGE COLLECTION
OF POTTERY AND
MANY OF THESE
ITEMS HAVE BEEN
BOXED AND STORED
FOR SEVERAL YEARS.  
MOBILITY CARTS–
MOWER–TOOLS
Rascal mobility cart;
Snapper riding lawn

mower with 46” deck; (2)
Elgin boat motors;  and
many other items not

listed.
KAREN METTLER

ESTATE
By Katy Faith

Josh Atkinson – Estate
Attorney

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons AU10700085

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Troy Foust AU19800068  

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

PENNVILLE CUSTOM
CABINETRY is willing to
train team players who
love kitchens, design and
working with wood. Avail-
able jobs include cabinet
building, final assembly,
engineering, kitchen
design, maintenance,
and CNC programming.
Wages are based on skill
and work ethic. All jobs
are 7-3:30 Monday
through Friday. Apply in
person at 600 East
Votaw Street in Portland
or by email to
Mark@PennvilleCabi-
netry.com 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

160 WANTED TO BUY

CASH PAID FOR Indian
Artifact Collections,
Arrowheads, etc. Call
419-852-6825 ask for
Robin, Coldwater, Ohio  

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

INMAN U-LOC Storage.
Mini storage, five sizes.
Security fence or 24 hour
access units. Gate
hours: 8:00-8:00 daily.
Pearl Street, Portland.
260-726-2833 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 

NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

 Visit Us At:
thecr.com

90 SALE CALENDAR 100 JOBS WANTED
190 FARMERS
COLUMN 200 FOR RENT 200 FOR RENT

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com
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Public Notice
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN

That on08/10/2022 at 10:00 a.m. a
sale will be held at 1237 N US 27
– PARK OFFICE Portland  IN,
for the sale of the mobile home
located at: 1237 N US 27 #124,
Portland, IN  47371. to sell the
following articles to enforce a
lien existing under the laws of
the State of INDIANA against
such articles for labor, services,
skill or material expended
upon a storage furnished for
such articles at the request of
the following designated per-
sons, unless such articles are
redeemed within thirty days of
the publication of this notice.
Park reserves the right to bid
on the home.  

Name: RICARDO NAVA 
Name: SCOTT A HARTLEY

Vin #: D7834V
1976    HORIZON   14 X 56

Lien:  $ 2,281.17
CR 7-5,12HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

ESTABLISHING RATES AND CHARGES TO BE COLLECTED 
BY THE TOWN OF REDKEY, INDIANA

Please be advised that the Town Council of the Town of Redkey, Indiana, will hold a
public hearing related to the rates and charges assessed by the Town of Redkey, from the
owners of property served by the Waterworks of said Town on Thursday, July 21, 2022, at
6:00 p.m. at Redkey Park Cabin Redkey, Indiana.  The rates and charges to be considered
by the Town of Redkey are as follows:
BE IT ORDAINED BY TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF REDKEY, INDIANA:

Section a(4) of Ordinance 2019-1 is hereby amended as follows:
(a)(4) Effective July 1, 2022, the water usage schedule on which the amount of said water
rates and charges shall be determined shall be as follows:

Quantity of Water Used per Month Total User Charge
First 2,000 gallons $16.24
Next 5,000 gallons $14.41
Next 10,000 gallons $8.36
Next 33,000 gallons $6.49
Next 66,000 gallons $5.55
Over 116,000 gallons $3.71

The minimum charge for any user, where the user is a metered water consumer, shall be
based upon the meter sizes as follows:

Meter Size Per Month
Up to .75 inch meter $32.48
1 inch meter $39.43
1 1/2 inch meter $57.95
2 inch meter $100.97
3 inch meter $154.58
4 inch meter $251.22
6 or larger inch meter $378.64

All other provisions not amended hereby remain in full force and effect.
Mary Eley, Clerk-Treasurer
Town of Redkey, Indiana

CR 7-5-2022-HSPAYLP
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250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Local schedule
Today

Jay County Summer Swim Team vs.
Union City and Huntington North – 6 p.m.

TV schedule
Today

6:40 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
New York Mets at Cincinnati Reds (Bally
Indiana)

7 p.m. — WNBA basketball: Seattle
Storm at Indiana Fever (FOX)

Wednesday
8 a.m. — Tennis: Wimbledon – Quar-

terfinals (ESPN, ESPN2)
3 p.m. — Soccer: Women’s Euro –

Austria vs. England (ESPN2)
6:40 p.m. — Major League Baseball:

New York Mets at Cincinnati Reds (Bally
Indiana)

7:20 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
St. Louis Cardinals at Atlanta Braves
(ESPN)

Local notes
Outing scheduled

Portland Mayor John Boggs will host
his Mayor’s Golf Outing July 8 at Portland
Golf Club.

The event will begin with a shotgun

start at noon. Registration will run from
11 to 11:45 a.m.

The outing will be limited to the first
20 four-person teams to sign up.

Registration forms are available at
city hall, 321 N. Meridian St., Portland,
or by emailing
lkelly@thecityofportland.net.

Chamber outing set
Jay County Chamber of Commerce

will hold its annual golf outing July 22 at
Portland Golf Club.

The event will begin with a shotgun
start at 9 a.m. It will be limited to 20
teams.

Registration forms are available at
the chamber office, 118 S. Meridian St.,
Portland or by emailing tabby@jaycounty-
chamber.com. The deadline is July 11.

For more information, call (260) 726-
4481.

5K circuit continues July 4
The Run Jay County 5K Circuit will

continue with a race July 16.
The next event in the eight-race circuit

is the Sculpt Fitness 5K, which begins at
8 a.m. July 16 in downtown Dunkirk. Reg-
istration is $25. The final race in the cir-
cuit will be the JRDS 5K on Aug. 6.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
They were on the verge

of  pulling out a late victo-
ry thanks to the go-ahead
inside-the-park homer
with one out in the ninth.

Ahead 2-0 in the count
against tough Brewers
lefty Josh Hader, Suzuki
sliced a 95 mph fastball off
the left-center-field wall.
The ball rocketed past cen-
ter fielder Jonathan Davis,
allowing Suzuki to scam-
per around the bases and
put the Cubs ahead 2-1.

It’s one of  the most
exciting and rarest offen-
sive plays in baseball:
Suzuki’s inside-the-park
homer marked the Cubs’
first since Javier Báez on
Aug. 7, 2017, and only their
eighth since 2000. It was
also only the second game
in 28 appearances this sea-
son that Hader has given
up a home run. The other
two homers off  Hader
came in the same June 7
game.

But Cubs reliever David
Robertson couldn’t lock
down the bottom of  the
ninth. He struck out three
but was hurt by two hits, a
hit by pitch and a four-
pitch, bases-loaded walk
to Christian Yelich to
bring home the tying run.

Cubs ...

Continued from page 8
The idea of  two super-confer-

ences — the Big Ten and SEC —
dominating the sport and leading
to the extinction or irrelevance
of  the remaining three power
conferences seems to be the most
likely outcome, at least according
to experts who somehow missed
out on the biggest story of  the
year until it actually happened.

Oklahoma and Texas ignited
the gold rush last year when the
two most prominent Big 12
schools announced their decision
to bolt to the SEC. Surely we
haven’t seen the last “name”
school eschewing tradition to
join one of  the super conferences
and share the TV booty. And
when that happens, the poor get
poorer.

But who knows?
Maybe the Big 12, ACC and

Pac-12 can survive as minor con-
ferences. There certainly are
enough networks and streaming
services for everyone to get a

share of  the TV pie, even if  it’s a
sliver compared with the wheel-
barrows full of  cash the Big Ten
and SEC will be raking in under
their current and future con-
tracts.

One of  the biggest questions is
what happens with Notre Dame,
the only college football program
that doesn’t need to share with
the others because it’s freaking
Notre Dame.

The Irish never needed to join
a conference because NBC airs
all of  their home games in a deal
that runs through 2025. They’ve
had a national following for more
than a century and have been
doing just fine as an independ-
ent, making it to the College Foot-
ball Playoff  without having to
win a conference title.

But according to Notre Dame’s
agreement with the ACC, the
Irish are obligated to join the con-
ference if  they decide to give up
their independent status before
2036. That’s a long way from now,

especially with the rapid alter-
ation of  the college sports land-
scape.

And if  Clemson, Miami and
another team bolt the ACC for
the SEC, as some have predicted,
the future of  the conference
would be in severe jeopardy.

The obvious choice for Notre
Dame would be the Big Ten — the
Irish would fit perfectly with the
Ohio States, Michigans and USCs
of  the college football world. This
has been discussed since Nebras-
ka and Penn State joined the Big
Ten, but the Irish didn’t need the
Big Ten and kept the status quo.

Times change, and Notre Dame
soon might have no choice but to
join a conference. But why would
the SEC let Notre Dame get away
without making an offer that its
president, Rev. John Jenkins,
couldn’t refuse? If  USC and
UCLA are good fits for the Big
Ten, why wouldn’t Notre Dame
be comfortable in the SEC?

Perhaps coach Marcus Free-

man could even affect a South-
ern accent like his predecessor,
the chameleon-like Brian Kelly,
who took LSU’s money and sud-
denly began sounding like he
was shucking crawdads on the
bayou. A Notre Dame schedule
with games against LSU, Ala-
bama and Georgia every season
would be just as appetizing as a
Big Ten schedule, and the SEC’s
dominance proves it’s by far the
best football conference.

While we await the fallout
from the USC and UCLA exodus,
we also mourn the loss of  the
Rose Bowl as the preeminent
New Year’s Day bowl game. The
tradition already took a hit when
they played the 2021 Rose Bowl at
AT&T Stadium in Arlington,
Texas, because of  the COVID-19
pandemic. No one seemed to
blink when the “granddady of
‘em all” wasn’t played in Pasade-
na, Calif., so maybe no one will
mind if  USC were to play Wash-
ington State of  the revamped

Pac-6 Conference in the 2025
Rose Bowl.

College football can survive
anything, no matter the unend-
ing competition for the biggest
haul from universities that were
built to provide education for
students rather than entertain-
ment for the masses. When it
comes down to it, the game-day
experience — including the
marching bands, cheerleaders,
fight songs, stadiums, age-old
rivalries and newer traditions
such as the “Jump Around” sin-
galong in Madison, Wis. — make
every fall Saturday a day to look
forward to.

Changes always have been
part of  the game and always will
be.

In the words of  the House of
Pain anthem performed at every
Wisconsin game: “Get used to
one style and yo and I might
switch.”

Jump around, America. Jump
around.

Sullivan ...

BATTLE CREEK, Michi-
gan — The Rockets
dropped the opener.

They ensured a split by
scoring more runs in a sin-
gle inning than the opposi-
tion did all day.

The Portland Rockets’
eight-run fourth inning in
game two of  a Sunday dou-
ble header against the Bat-
tle Creek Merchants gave
them a split on the day and
earned them the Carl Ange-
lo/Ross Bortell Memorial
Tournament Champions
Trophy. (They dropped the
opening game 3-2 in eight

innings after having swept
the Merchants in a double-
header July 18 in Port-
land.)

The second game of  Sun-
day’s doubleheader was
tied at 2-2 before the Rock-
ets’ offense took off  in the
fourth inning. Joel

Kennedy and 2021 Jay
County High School gradu-
ate Blake Caldwell led off
the frame with consecutive
singles, with the former
scoring on a single from
Noah Collins.

Nick Bailey had the
biggest hit of  the inning
with a two-run triple to
right field and Peyton
Smith added an RBI double
as Portland sent 13 batters
to the plate.

Collins had two hits and
two RBIs in the win while
Zach Orn and Kennedy
added two hits and two

runs. Bailey drove in three
runs and Dakota Durick
scored twice.

Trevor Sheets got the
win for the Rockets, strik-
ing out three batters in
four innings. He allowed
three runs on five hits and
three walks.

Bailey took the game-one
loss although both runs
against him were
unearned as he went the
full 7 2/3 innings.

Klopfenstein leads
Max Klopfenstein paced

a strong offensive effort for

Display Craft as it topped
Loy Real Estate and Auc-
tion 15-12 Friday in Port-
land Junior League Sandy
Koufax baseball.

Klopfenstein went 4-for-4
for Display Craft with a
pair of  doubles. Vasin
Ridgeway had two doubles
as part of  a three-hit effort
and drove in two runs, and
Andrew Day had three hits
and two RBIs.

Austin Curtis smacked
two home runs and a dou-
ble as he finished with five
RBIs for Loy in the losing
effort.

Rockets get split in Michigan

Special to The Commercial Review/Samantha Thomas

The Portland Rockets were presented with the Carl Angelo/Ross Bortell Memorial Tournament Champions Trophy after
taking the second game of a doubleheader Sunday against the Battle Creek Merchants. Portland won three of four games in their
pair of doubleheaders against the Merchants this season.

Local 
roundup



Dinner Franks 

300 W. Walnut St., Portland, IN 
(260) 726-7355

Monday - Friday 8 am-5 pm •  Saturday 8 am-1 pm • Closed Sunday

AWARD WINNING MEATS
While supplies last, no rain checks

lb

CCaallll yyoouurr oorrddeerr iinn ttooddaayy!!
Freezer bundles are also available.  They offer the perfect mix of our most popular cuts of meat in

quantities small enough to not crowd your freezer or cramp your budget.
Save time and energy with call ahead ordering and have your order ready to go when you arrive.

www.fishermeats.com

FRESH CUT
QUALITY MEAT

Portland’s Largest Selection of

Quarterloin
Pork 
Chops 

$449
lb.

$299

From Fisher's Smokehouse

Ground
Round 

(90-95% lean)

$499 
lb

BBoonnee--IInn

Loin
Roast

Mac & Cheese
Loaf

Spicy 
Andouille

Country
Style

Sausage

Top Sirloin
Steak

$699
lb

lb
$239

lb
$269

Pepperjack
Cheese

lb
$539

Sirloin Tip
Steak 

$569 
lb

$539
lb.

$369
lb.

(sold on sheets of 6)
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Sports
Tuesday, July 5, 2022

Summer swimmers host
three-team meet tonight,
see Sports on tap

Get all of your local
sports information online

by visiting thecr.com

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Firecracker fielding
Chloe Miskinis of the Redkey All-Stars makes a play at shortstop Saturday afternoon during the annual Firecracker

tournament at Redkey Morgan Park.

By PAUL SULLIVAN
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

Thursday’s news of  USC
and UCLA joining the Big
Ten Conference in 2024
stunned the college sports
world.

The prospect of  two
elite athletic programs
teaming up with the
nation’s most powerful
Power Five conference
might be the most antici-
pated merger since Joe
Walsh joined the Eagles.

Did the Eagles really
need Walsh to crank out
hit after hit?

No, but they immediate-
ly turned out the grand-
daddy of  all classic rock
albums, “Hotel Califor-
nia,” and became better
than ever with Walsh.

Ditto the Big Ten, which
didn’t need USC or UCLA
to prove its worth in the
world of  college sports but
became exponentially
greater with both schools
as members.

What it means for the
college football landscape
will be the subject of
intense speculation the
next several weeks and
months leading into Sep-
tember.

See Sullivan page 7

Future
appears
up for
grabs

By IRA WINDERMAN
South Florida Sun-Sentinel
Tribune News Service

Among the nuances of
the Miami Heat’s early
agreements in NBA free
agency are a pair of
restrictions on the one-
year, $11 million contract
with guard Victor Oladipo.

While Oladipo’s salary
could work in eventual
trade permutations, both
time and NBA trade rules
are on Oladipo’s side.

First, any player signed
in free agency cannot be
traded for three months or
until Dec. 15, whichever
comes later.

However, because
Oladipo signed for a raise
greater than 20 percent
while the Heat was over
the cap, his trade window
does not open until Jan.
15, a function of  what the
NBA terms base-year com-
pensation.

That means that
Oladipo cannot be includ-

ed in any trade this offsea-
son, no matter if  his
salary would balance a
potential deal for Kevin
Durant or Donovan
Mitchell, the league’s two
leading trade targets at
the moment. For that mat-
ter, he cannot be dealt
until midseason.

Beyond that timing ele-
ment, Oladipo also has an
implied no-trade clause.

Players who have Bird
Rights, as Oladipo does,
and then agree to one-year
contracts, cannot be trad-
ed over the term of  the
contract without their
consent. Bird Rights allow

players to be signed above
the salary cap.

While Oladipo eventual-
ly could prove open to a
trade, particularly if  it
meant greater playing time
to showcase himself  ahead
of  next summer’s return to
free agency, an agreement
to a trade would mean for-
feiting his Bird Rights.

Because Oladipo cannot
formally be signed until
Wednesday’s noon end of
the NBA’s personnel mora-
torium, their contracts still
could be worked into
immediate sign-and-trade
agreements should he
acquiesce.

Oladipo has no-trade

Paul
Sullivan

By MEGHAN MONTEMURRO
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

MILWAUKEE — Seiya Suzuki
sprinted around the bases at
American Family Field.

He planned to keep running
until told otherwise.

Chicago Cubs third base coach

Willie Harris did not hesitate,
emphatically waving him home.
Suzuki dodged the Milwaukee
Brewers’ relay throw and tag
attempt by catcher Victor Carati-
ni as his hand swiped the plate
while eluding Caratini’s mitt.

The inside-the-park home run
in the ninth inning Monday

marked a thrilling return to the
lineup for Suzuki, who was acti-
vated from the injured list before
the 5-2, 10-inning loss to the Brew-
ers.

Suzuki had not played since
suffering a sprained left ring fin-
ger May 26. So as he sprinted dur-
ing the ninth, he had one thought.

“Stop me,” Suzuki joked
through interpreter Toy Mat-
sushita. “My legs were getting
pretty tired.

“ I was getting ready for some-
body to say, ‘Stop.’”

The Cubs, however, wasted
Suzuki’s hustle.

See Cubs page 7

Cubs fall despite Suzuki highlight

Former IU star signed new
one-year deal with Heat

By PAUL SULLIVAN
Chicago Tribune
Tribune News Service

On a night when the Minnesota Twins
pulled off  the first 8-5 triple play in  major-
league history and manager Tony La
Russa earned his first ejection of  the sea-
son, the Chicago White Sox fell 6-3 in 10
innings before a raucous crowd of  32,483
on the South Side.

The Twins pulled 5½ games ahead of
the third-place Sox in the first of  seven
crucial games before the All-Star break
between the  American League Central
rivals.

The Twins scored four runs off  Joe
Kelly in the 10th, sending most of  the
crowd to the exits.

“Our goal is to win,” Sox first baseman
José Abreu said. “If  we win, we’re going
to be in a good spot. That’s our purpose.
That’s what we try to accomplish every
day. If  we do that at the end of  this stretch,
we’ll be in a good position. If  not, we’ll
assess and see where we are after that.”

The Sox took a quick lead when Abreu
homered off  Dylan Bundy in the second.
Johnny Cueto  was in command until giv-
ing up a double to Luis Arraez and a two-
run homer to Byron Buxton on back-to-
back pitches in the fifth.

After Abreu doubled  against Griffin
Jax leading off  the  seventh,  Yoán Monca-
da’s single tied the game at 2-2, setting up
one of  the craziest triple plays you’ll ever
see.

AJ Pollock lined a shot to deep center,
which Buxton caught on the run near the
wall. Both runners — Moncada and pinch
runner Adam Engel — took off  on the
liner and had no chance of  getting back to
their  bases. Buxton wheeled and threw to
third baseman Gio Urshela, who tagged
Moncada  between second and third, then
touched second to retire Engel for the 8-5
triple play.

La Russa’s jaw literally dropped after
watching the play unfold.

“Never seen one like it,” he said.
“Potential difference maker at that point.
Yoán was really aggressive, which is not
the worst thing you can do when you play
this game. Judgment was wrong and cost-
ly.”

Engel said “everyone did the right
thing but me” on the play.

“I just made a bad read on it,” he said.
“Obviously was watching (Buxton). He
took his head off  the ball to find the wall
and when he looked toward the wall, I
thought he was looking for the ball to get
down and (I) made a bad play, made a mis-
take on it. And unfortunately cost us
some runs right there most likely and
probably would’ve gone on to win the
game. It was tough. My mistake.”

Engel absolved Moncada, saying he
probably saw  Engel take off  early and
just followed him.

“It was a big momentum shift in the
game,” Engel said.

Triple play, 10th doom Sox


