The Commercial Review

Portland, Indiana 47371

www.thecr.com

$1

FETY e A
A

A

%]

7

P,

Spa,rki intere

g lfd‘)ﬂ ‘ ﬂ,:

Jen Leininger, John Pryor and Dave Riggs drive a 1920 Frick Eclipse steam engine Thursday down a path on the
eastern portion of Jay County Fairgrounds. Jen’s husband, Matt Leininger, and Riggs both own the 11-ton steam engine that
has been visiting the Tri-State Antiqgue Gas Engine and Tractor Show since 2016. Leininger and Riggs have been attending

shows in Indiana nearly all their lives, having met at one nearly 40 years ago.

Friends keep Frick
engine firing away
at Tri-State show

By BAILEY CLINE

The Commercial Review

A procession of golf
carts made its way toward
the northeast end of Jay
County Fairgrounds.

Carts traveling from all
directions met Thursday
evening at the dimly lit
pull track. Drivers parked
their carts and turned off
their headlights.

The spark show would
begin soon.

A few minutes later,
steam whooshed through
a set of pipes and into the
air. A 1920 Frick Eclipse
propelled forward.

Burning ashes erupted
from the steam engine’s
smoke stack, lighting up
the track and the faces of
its cheering audience as it
chugged along.

Watching others expe-
rience the show for the
first time keeps the magic
alive for steam engine co-
owner Matt Leininger.
The 1920 Frick Eclipse he
co-owns with Dave Riggs
is one of two mobile
steam engines at the Tri-
State Antique Engine and
Tractor Show this year.

Leininger, 52, and

Riggs, 53, have been
attending tractor and
engine shows since their
childhood. They’ve been
friends for nearly all
their lives, having met at
the Tipton Mid-America
Threshing and Antiques
Show more than 40 years
ago. They co-own several
other antique pieces,
including a few tractors
and a 1917 Port Huron

engine.
“We joke we have more
community  property

together than most mar-
ried couples,” Leininger
smiled. “He’s like a
brother (to me).”

The history behind
their steam engine stems
further back than their
friendship or their lifes-
pans.

Riggs explained a fam-
ily in Greenville, Ten-
nessee, purchased the
Frick Eclipse in 1921 to
use with its saw mill. (It
would’ve been worth
about $3,000 at that
time.) The family used
the steam engine “’til it
was about wore out,” he
said.

See Sparking page 5

Sparks shoot out
of a 1920 Frick
Eclipse’s smoke stack
Thursday night. Every
evening at the Tri-State
Antigue Gas Engine
and Tractor Show, the
steam engine arrives
at the pull track on the
fairgrounds. Operators
toss sawdust into the
furnace, causing
sparks to light on fire
and spew out the top.
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Former
trustee
gets 21
months
in prison

Miller
pleaded
guilty to

wire fraud

in 2021

By RAY COONEY

The Commercial Review

FORT WAYNE — A for-
mer local elected official
has been sentenced to
nearly two years in prison
for wire fraud.

Katina Miller, 50, a for-
mer Bearcreek Township
Trustee, was sentenced
Thursday by United States
District Court Judge Holly
A. Brady to 21 months in
prison.

She was also ordered to
pay $86,755.39 in restitu-
tion. Following her time in
prison, she will have two
years of  supervised
release.

Miller, now of Montpe-
lier, had pleaded guilty to
one count of wire fraud in
February 2021. In a press
release at that time, acting
US. Attorney Gary T. Bell
said she admitted to
“devising a scheme to
divert money for her bene-
fit.” Her sentencing hear-
ing had been delayed
repeatedly in the interim.

She had been charged
with two counts of wire
fraud in January 2021.

Court documents filed in
connection with the case
alleged that Miller embez-
zled the $86,755.39 in town-
ship funds over a four-year
period from 2015 through
2018. The accusations
against her included using
township bank accounts to
pay for personal expenses
via debit cards, ATM with-
drawals and checks made
out to herself.

“As the Trustee, Miller
was responsible for the
financial processes of the
Township,” a Department
of Justice press release
said Thursday. “Miller vio-
lated her fiduciary respon-
sibility to the citizens of
Bearcreek Township by
converting public money
for her own personal bene-
fit.”

A Democrat, Miller was
uncontested for trustee in
the 2014 general election.
She lost in the 2018 pri-
mary to Crystal Laux, who
continues to serve as

Bearcreek Township
Trustee.
Questions about the

township’s finances sur-
faced soon after Laux took
office.

See Trustee page 2

Ukraine nuclear plant cut off energy grid

By JOHN HUDSON
The Washington Post

KYIV, Ukraine — UKkraine’s
largest nuclear power plant was
cut off from the country’s elec-
tricity grid, setting off a mass
power outage in the adjacent
area after fires damaged its last
functioning transmission line,
Ukraine’s nuclear power com-
pany said Thursday.

Emergency backup systems
kicked in and helped sustain
crucial operations, but the inci-
dent heightened fears of a dis-
aster at the Zaporizhzhia
nuclear power plant (ZNPP),

Deaths

Peggy Fleming, 94, Redkey
Details on page 2.

Incident causes mass power outages
after fire damages transmission line

which is also the largest atomic
energy plant in Europe and is
located in an area occupied by

ries of a potential catastrophe
and to urgent calls from many
world leaders for U.N. nuclear

cials traded blame for shelling
at the plant, which they said
had resulted in the disconnec-

In a dramatic speech on
Thursday, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky said the
backup systems had already
narrowly prevented a radioac-
tive calamity.

“Today, for the first time in
history, the Zaporizhzhia
nuclear power plant stopped,”
Zelensky said. “The emergency
protection of the power units
worked, after the last working
line of the plant’s power return
to the Ukrainian power system

perature of 83 degrees Thurs-
day. The low was 61.

Tonight’s low will be in the
low 60s again. Expect mostly
sunny skies Saturday with a
high of 83.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

run for Jay School Board.
Snow, the incumbent in Dis-
trict 1, will run in District 5
against Ron Laux after having
moved from his previous dis-
trict. Vormohr, Snow’s aunt,
will run against Mike Fore-
man and Chad Bricker for the
District 1 seat.

Saturday — Results from
tonight’s JCHS football game
against Huntington North.

Tuesday — Photos from
weekend events including Win
of the Wabash.

invading Russian forces. experts to be allowed to visit tion from the power grid — the was damaged by Russian
Fighting in the vicinity of the site. first time it has ever been cut shelling.”
the plant has led to acute wor- Russian and Ukrainian offi- off. See Plant page 5
Weather In review Coming up o
—
Chris Snow and Marcie Vor-
Jay County had a high tem- mohr both filed Thursday to —
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Senate debate is set for October

Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

The Indiana Debate Commis-
sion will host a live televised
U.S. Senate debate in this fall’s
midterm election.

The debate, to be held October
16, will include all three candi-
dates on the ballot: incumbent

Republican U.S. Senator Todd
and challengers Thomas McDer-
mott, a Democrat, and James
Sceniak, a Libertarian.

“The Commission is pleased
to continue its long tradition as
an independent, non-partisan,
volunteer-driven organization
focused solely on the goal of put-

fall.”

CR almanac

Obituaries

ting voters first,” said Commis-
sion President Elizabeth Ben-
nion. “We have hosted debates
for all of Indiana’s U.S. Senate
contests since 2010 and look for-
ward to a vigorous, engaging,
and informative debate this

Hoosiers interested in sending

so here.

lets statewide.

questions for the debate can do

Broadcast time will be 7 p.m. to
8 p.m. The debate will be con-
ducted in the studios of WFYI-
TV in Indianapolis, and a feed
will be available for broadcast
and live streaming by media out-

Details such as the format,
moderator, and procedures for
submitting questions for the can-
didates will be available soon.

Indiana Capital Chronicle is
an independent, nonprofit news
organization. Its website is indi-
anacapitalchronicle.com.

her time in office despite
repeated requests.
board of accounts report
also said Miller did not
provide necessary docu-
ments to the IRS and that
the township’s firefighting
fund was overdrawn by
nearly $16,000 in 2017.
“Routinely overdrawn

29, 1946, and sadly lost on Dec. 15,
2014.

Peggy was a devoted homemaker,
who took great pride in her home,
yard and gardens. She also loved
cooking, baking, word search books,
jigsaw puzzles, spending time with
family and spoiling neighborhood
children with fresh baked goods and
her homemade sweet tea.

She is survived by one son,
Ronald Fleming (Peggy); one daugh-
ter, Rhonda Cunliffe (Tom); six
grandchildren; and 13 great-grand-
children.

Peggy was preceded in death by
her parents; husband Dick; two
brothers, Keith Rees and Floyd
(Bud) Rees; and one sister, Glenda
(Tootie) Brunson.

Graveside services will be held on

The

report said.

Saturd Sund Mond Tuesd Wednesd Peggy Flemlng
aturday unday onday uesaay eanesaay Apr‘ll 10’ 1928'Aug 24, 2022
8/21 8/28 8/29 8/30 8/31 Peggy Phyllis Fleming, 94, of Red-
key, Indiana, passed away peaceful-
5 S 3 ly Wednesday, Aug. 24, 2022, at
Albany Health Care
& Rehabilitation Cen-
83/62 | 88/69 | 87/69 | 84/63 | 81/57 te?, .
eggy was born in
Mostlyk_ Another day | Rain is like- Rain may Mostlyk, Redkey, Indiana, on
216 the fore | aunny skies 19| & 7% chance | Tuesday with | are. on the | APril 10, 1928, a
gzst f(\)/s:itshatug zxpec'lztr?gre’ssur; gzorm;hggr?t‘er:- ghance GO;/; \rl]\;)eréznoensda o daughter of !:he late
higyh in the low 2?));: chance of | uing througlh- thunder- The high r’{{ay Florence (Smith) and
80s. thunderstorms | out the day. storms. reach 81. Ray E. Rees. She was >
late. a graduate of Redkey  Fleming
High School, a mem-
= ber of St. Mary's Catholic Church
Lotterles in Dunkirk, Indiana, and the loving
wife of Richard Dalton Fleming
who she happily married on May
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Today in history

In 1682, astronomer
Edmond Halley
observed the comet
that was later named
after him.

In 1791, James Rum-
sey and John Fitch
were each granted a
federal patent for the
steamboat. They were
rivals who were fight-
ing over claims to the
invention. Fitch had
demonstrated a steam-
boat four years earlier.

In 1883, the volcano
Krakatoa began to
erupt in Indonesia. The
eruption would lead to

36,000 deaths.
In 1936, Egypt
became a sovereign

state after 50 years of
British occupation as
the Anglo-Egyptian
Treaty was signed.

In 1966, the Namib-
ian War of Independ-
ence began when the
South African Defense
Force attacked mem-
bers of the South-West
Africa People’s Organi-
zation. Namibia gained
its independence from
South Africa in 1990.

In 1968, the Beatles
song “Hey Jude” was
released. It was Bill-
board’s song of the
year and was 10th on
the chart’s list of
biggest songs of all-
time in 2013.

In 1970, comedian
and actress Melissa
McCarthy was born in
Plainfield, Illinois. She
was on “Gilmore Girls”
for seven years and
then starred in “Mike
& Molly.”

In 1971, Bobby Orr
became the first NHL
player to have a $1 mil-
lion contract when he
signed with the Boston
Bruins.

In 1972, Loyd
Thurston of  Shel-
byville won the old fid-
dlers contest at the Tri-
State Antique Engine
and Tractor Show.

In 1978, Albino Car-
dinal Luciani was
elected pope, taking the
name John Paul I. He
died of a heart attack
just 33 days later.

In 1999, Russia
launched the Second
Chechen War, respond-
ing to the invasion of
Dagestan by the Islam-
ic International Peace-
keeping Brigade.

In 2020, Christopher
S. Jackson, 36, of Port-
land was found dead in
the southwest area of
Loblolly Marsh Nature
Preserve in northern
Jay County. He had
been missing for three
days. His death was
ruled a suicide.

—The CR

Capsule Reports

funds could be an indica-
tor of serious financial
problems which should be
investigated by the unit,”
the board of accounts

Laux, who testified dur-
ing Thursday’s hearing,
said about half the resti-
tution money will go to

Monday, Aug. 29, 2022 at 3:30 p.m. at
Hillcrest Cemetery in Redkey, Indi-
ana, with Father Kevin Hurley offi-
ciating.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Redkey Volunteer
Fire Department, P.O. Box 448, Red-
key, IN 47373.

Arrangements have been entrust-
ed to MJS Mortuaries — Redkey
Chapel.

The Commercial Review publishes
death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

Bearcreek Township. The
other half will go toward
covering the costs of the
investigation.

The FBI and state board
of accounts investigated
the case and Assistant
U.S. Attorney Stacey R.
Speith served as the pros-
ecutor.

Trial canceled

A Jay Circuit Court trial that was
scheduled for Wednesday has been
canceled.

Jurors do not need to report.

COVID stays low

In the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention update Thurs-
day, Jay County had a low commu-
nity level of COVID-19 for the sec-
ond straight week.

After a long stretch of low
COVID levels, the county was

WIC outage planned

Health updates its data
warehousing system, with
benefits
resume on Monday. Dur-
ing that time, vendors
— such as grocery stores
— will need to replace
their point-of-sale devices
with new ones, which will
process the benefits under
the new system.
Additionally, the client
portal, phone number on
the back of the card and
app will be unavailable.

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Hoosiers who use sup-
plemental food benefits
under the Women, Infants
and Children (WIC) pro-
gram will be unable to go
grocery shopping this
weekend and lose any ben-
efits due to expire during
that time.

From 6 p.m. today, the
process will shut down as
the Indiana Department of

either medium or high from July 14
through Aug. 10 before numbers
began decreasing early this month.

Jay County has recorded single-
digit new case totals for 20 consecu-
tive days after having a dozen
apiece on Aug. 1 and 2. It is averag-
ing 5.6 new cases per day this
month, down from 7.31 in July.

Jay County is one of just 10 coun-
ties in the state to be rated low this
week. It was joined at that level by
Adams and Wells counties. Ran-
dolph and Delaware counties had

high community levels while
Blackford was medium. In Ohio,
Darke County had a high communi-
ty level while Mercer County was
medium.

Recycling available

Jay County Solid Waste Manage-
ment District will have recycling
trailers available Saturday.

Trailers will be open from 9 a.m.
to noon in the shopping center at
220 Lincoln St., Portland, and
Dunkirk City Park.

expected to

Felony
arrests

Citizen’s calendar

Monday
9:30 a.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Public Library Board

Policy Committee, Com-
munity Room, library,
315 N. Ship St., Portland.

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland
Board of Works,

mayor’s office, city hall,
321 N. Meridian St.,
Portland.

Unlawful possession

A Dunkirk man was
arrested Thursday for
unlawful possession of a
syringe.

Jerry D. Davis, 39, 340 E.
Mt. Auburn St., was prelim-
inarily charged with a
Level 6 felony. He has also
been charged in Jay Superi-

SERVICES

Saturday
Gordon, Barbara: 2 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-

merce St., Portland.

Monday

Fleming, Peggy: 3:30 p.m,
Hillcrest Cemetery, Redkey.

or Court with unlawful pos-
session of a syringe and
possession of a narcotic
drug, both Level 6 felonies,
along with resisting law
enforcement, a Class A mis-
demeanor, and possession
of marijuana, a Class B
misdemeanor.

He’s being held on $33,000
in total bonds at Jay Coun-
ty Jail.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com

position of

request.

The Jay County Commissioners
are taking applications for the

JAY GOUNTY HIGHWAY
SUPERINTENDENT

through noon on September 2nd .

Applications may be picked up at and returned to the
Jay County Auditor’s Office at 120 North Court Street
in Portland, Indiana. Job Description available upon

Jay County Government is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

The Graphic Printing Company

The Commercial Review
309 West Main Street
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8141

Tuesday - Friday 10 am -4 pm

Office Hours:
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Truth revealed after couple lives together

DEAR ABBY: I'm hav-
ing a hard time deciding
what to do about my
engagement to my fiance.
We met at our old job.
Before we got together, he
was with someone else,
and while he says he did-
n’'t leave her for me, I am
sure I helped.

I have low self-esteem,
so I couldn’t understand
why he left her for me. But
he told me I was lucky he
cared about me so much
because he could have still
been friends with her. I
did tell him that I
wouldn’t care as long as I
knew. We finally moved
into an apartment togeth-
er, and he started a new
job with an old friend he
drinks with.

Dear
Abby

Since the move, he has
become very verbally abu-
sive, and I have developed
anxiety and panic attacks.
I have also developed a
fear of driving. He tells
me I need to quit being
stupid and to grow up. He
doesn’t like to talk about
problems. He likes to pre-
tend they never happened.
If I try to discuss things
that upset me, there is
always an argument and

I'm always in the wrong.
When I work late or if I'm
not home, he gets upset,
drinks and breaks stuff.

He proposed a year into
our relationship when
things were OK. I'm try-
ing to do anything I can to
make this not miserable,
but it’s not enough. What
do you think I should do?
— NOT REALLY HAPPY
IN MICHIGAN

DEAR NOT REALLY
HAPPY: When prob-
lems can’t be discussed,
they also can’t be
resolved. I think it’s
time to calmly evaluate
the status quo and
decide if you really
want to spend the rest
of your life with an
insecure, domineering,

abusive partner who
has a drinking problem.
If the answer is no,
make other living
arrangements. Pack
your belongings,
inform him the
romance is over (do this
only when he is sober
AND you have a wit-
ness) and leave.

If you have any rea-
son to think this
charmer may become
violent, first call the
National Domestic Vio-
lence Hotline at 800-
799-7233 to put together
a safe escape plan.
Believe me, you can do
better than this.

DEAR ABBY: Whenever
I'm out early for a medical

or dental appointment,
early church services,
etc., I usually stop at a
fast-food drive-through
and bring home breakfast.
My neighbor is a single
mother who works at
home due to the pandem-
ic, and I buy something
for her and her son and
leave it on her porch. I
remember times when I
was still working and a co-
worker would bring in
breakfast treats, and how
much I enjoyed them.

My wife has told me to
stop because, she says, my
neighbor will think I'm a
“dirty old man.” My
neighbor and I hardly
ever speak except to say
hello, and I never give her
another thought. What do

you think? — PASSING IT
ON IN PENNSYLVANIA

DEAR PASSING:
When you pick up those
breakfasts, do you bring
something home for
your wife as well? If the
answer is no, your wife
may be insecure about
the attention you are
paying to this neighbor.
From my perspective,
what you have been
doing is a kindness.

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com  or
PO. Box 69440, Los Ange-
les, CA 90069.

Pittsburgh doctor connects practice with yoga

By ANYA SOSTEK
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Tribune News Service

PITTSBURGH — Dr. Natalie
Gentile stands in an exercise
studio in Pittsburgh’s Strip Dis-
trict, leading a workout class as
soothing music plays and
images of Pittsburgh flow on a
massive screen.

“Inhale, up dog, tops of the
feet flat,” she says, confidently
shepherding the students
through yoga poses and strength
exercises. The class this month
was part of a series of pop-up
events promoting a wellness cen-
ter that Gentile plans to open in
Pittsburgh early next year.

The wellness center will be
located in the same building as a
new office of Gentile’s medical
practice, Direct Care Physicians
of Pittsburgh, representing the
seamless connection that Gen-
tile hopes to draw between well-
ness and primary care medi-
cine.

Often in primary care medi-
cine, a doctor tells patients who
are pre-diabetic or have other

Wellness center located in same
building as medical office

health risks that they need to
make lifestyle changes, such as
exercising more or eating more
healthfully — and that’s where it
ends. Without more encourage-
ment or tools, the patients often
have difficulty = following
through, Gentile said.

“What I found myself doing
with patients, I found myself
getting on the floor with them
doing planks, talking about
cooking tofu,” she said. “It was
just how I practiced medicine.”

She plans to expand that in-
office advice with the new well-
ness center. She is calling it

Rebel Wellness, a nod to her
complicated relationship with
the “wellness” industry.

“I’'ve been involved in the
wellness industry knowing or
not knowing it for the majority
of my life — always into fitness,
playing sports, diet, what we
were eating in our home, what I
should and should not be eating
was always on my mind,” she
said. “I struggled with disor-
dered eating for many years.”

With her patients, she finds
herself continually debunking
myths about wellness. Some
patients come to her with an all-

or-nothing mentality about diet
and exercise, she said, believing
that if they are not adhering to
restrictive diets or highly regi-
mented exercise routines, it’s
not worth trying at all. Others
come in with the attitude that
their body is broken, looking for
solutions in supplements and
medications. And some just
have the mentality that certain
foods or certain body types are
bad or shameful.

“We called it Rebel Wellness
because it’s rebelling against
the typical norm that we see in
the wellness industry,” she said.

With the new studio, she
hopes to spread that mindset not
just to her patients but also to
the community at large. In addi-
tion to fitness classes such as
yoga, strength training and
group fitness, Rebel Wellness
also will have two seats in every
class reserved people who pay
whatever they can afford — part
of Gentile’s effort to remove bar-
riers for people to access fitness.
It also will host cooking and

nutrition classes in a teaching
kitchen and other workshops
such as mindfulness groups.
The facility will have offices for
three different types of thera-
pists, she said.

Gentile, who is board certified
in lifestyle medicine and teach-
es at the University of Pitts-
burgh School of Medicine, also
will continue some of her
efforts to expand access to well-
ness medicine. She leads the
Highland Park chapter of “Walk
with a Doc,” which meets at the
Highland Park fountain the first
Friday of each month at 10 a.m.
She also recently started a
YouTube channel focused on
plant-based food tips and
recipes and at-home workouts.

She hopes all the medical
wellness knowledge will culmi-
nate into Rebel Wellness. “I
always thought I'd have a well-
ness center,” she said. “I wanted
something that really got back
to the basics of what I was
teaching my patients and I
wanted the space to do it.”

Community Calendar

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Saturday

PORTLAND FARMERS
MARKET — Will be held
from 9 am. to 1 p.m. each
Saturday in the parking lot
at The Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St.

MISSISSINEWA CHAP-
TER OF DAUGHTERS OF
THE AMERICAN REVO-
LUTION — Will meet at 9
a.m. Saturday, Aug. 27, at
Jay County Historical
Museum in Portland and
travel to Fort Recovery for a
historical tour and Fort
Recovery State Museum
visit. Members and guests
are invited. Attendees
should bring a lunch. Call
Kathy Selman at (260) 251-
1694 or Sue Sommers at
(260) 726-2678.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10

aum. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

Monday

PORTLAND BREAK-
FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

BRYANT AREA COM-
MUNITY CENTER
Walking from 9:30 to 10:30
a.m. every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay

Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
PREGNANCY CARE

CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian

Sudoku

St., Portland. Hours are 1 to
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 5:30
p.m., with the meeting at 6
p.m., in the fellowship hall
at Evangelical Methodist
Church, 930 W. Main St.,
Portland. New members
welcome. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-5312.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6 p.m.
each Monday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

Tuesday

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

JAY COUNTY CANCER
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in
conference room C at Indi-
ana University Health Jay

Hospital. Open discussion
for cancer patients, sur-
vivors, family members or
anyone interested in help-
ing with the group. For
more information, contact
Linda Metzger at (260) 726-
1844.

THE LANDING — A 12-
step program for those in
sixth through 12th grade
will meet at 5:55 p.m. each
Tuesday at 2nd Chance at
Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
703-0777 or (260) 726-5273.

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352
or (260) 729-7000.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. each Tuesday at
Church of God of Prophe-
¢y, 797 N. Creagor Ave. in
Portland.

607 off |
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ATTRACTIVE LOOK OF VARIOUS
ROOF STYLES

From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles
reminiscent of Cedar Shake and Spanish Tile, an
architectural roofing system by Erie Metal Roofs
can enhance the beauty of your home while
protecting your family and property for a lifetime.
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Health
care
needs
deeper
changes

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Tribune News Service

They began as debt col-
lectors, trying to get people
burdened by medical costs

to pay up.

But the con- Guest
versations  Editorial
they had ——m

persuaded them to do some-
thing else — something bet-
ter. Through listening to
people explain their strug-
gles, Craig Antico and
Jerry Ashton “would
understand and have better
insights into the struggles
people were challenged
with,” said the CEO of the
nonprofit they founded,
RIP Medical Debt.

The Occupy Wall Street
movement helped change
Ashton. In 2011, activists
from the group urged him
to help relieve Americans
of their debt, not pursue
them for it.

“As a bill collector collect-
ing millions of dollars in
medical-associated bills in
my career, now all of a sud-
den I'm reformed,” Ashton
said. “I'm a predatory
giver.”

Since he and Antico
founded the organization in
2014, it’s bought $6.7 billion
of medical debt and paid it
off for 3.6 million people.
Buying $100 in debt costs
about $1. Most buyers then
try to collect the debt, mak-
ing more profit the more
people they can badger into
paying. RIP Medical Debt
does the opposite.

According to Kaiser
Health News, over half of
Americans have gone into
medical or dental debt in
the last five years. Some in
debt don’t get treatment
they need because they
don’t want to fall further
behind. Many suffer chron-
ic illnesses that will need
regular treatment for the
rest of their lives. And
many people can’t afford
health insurance and have
to hope they don’t get sick
or injured. All this has been
a problem for many years,
but the pandemic made it
much worse.

The effects of medical
debt on credit scores go
even farther. People may
not be able to get apart-
ments or car loans. Without
places to live and way to get
around, they can’t get jobs.
Their debt keeps increas-
ing, and their ability to ever
escape it disappears, sim-
ply because they had the
bad luck of getting sick or
having a child or other
dependent get seriously ill.

Health care is a basic
need. Faced with the choice
of serious disability (or
even dying) and going into
debt, anyone will take the
risk. No one can blame
them.

Groups like RIP Medical
Debt do a great service to
millions of Americans, but
they can’t help everyone
who needs relief. And even
those they help have to suf-
fer the financial effects and
the stress and anxiety of
years of being in debt.

This points, yet again, to
the need for deep changes
in the American health
care system. We can't rely
on people like Craig Antico
and Jerry Ashton to change
their lives in a way that
changes other peoples’
lives. We need a system that
doesn’t require such peo-
ple, though we’re fortunate
to have them now.

Wﬂﬁm%@wﬁesswwrg@&/%
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Legislation won’t limit inflation

By MICHAEL J. HICKS

Inflation came to a standstill
last month. The primary causes
of that welcomed outcome were
tightened monetary policy and
an increase in the supply of
petroleum. Nevertheless, Con-
gress passed, and the president
signed the Inflation Reduction
Act. While this legislation may
do many things, one thing it will
not do is reduce inflation.
Indeed, the most we can hope for
is that the new law won’t make
inflation worse.

Republicans showered the leg-
islation with criticism, noting
that it won’t reduce, and may
even contribute to inflation.
They are right. However, a little
over a week ago, Indiana’s legis-
lature passed, and the governor
signed a stimulus bill they
claimed would help reduce the
effects of inflation. Like the
Inflation Reduction Act, it will
not. The best we can hope for is
that this new stimulus will only
worsen inflation modestly.

Democrats showered the legis-
lation with criticism, noting
that it won’t reduce, and may
even contribute to inflation.
They are right. This episode
offers the spectacle of two polit-
ical parties offering similarly
effective bills, telling the same
untruths about inflation and
making the same complaints
about their opponents. An
observer must conclude one of
two things. The elected leaders
who make these claims are
either ignorant or think that
you, the voter, are ignorant.
Though, in fairness, for some,
both statements are surely true.

This sort of frivolous
hypocrisy rightfully angers and
frustrates many citizens. It cor-
rodes trust in our Republic and
weakens our ability to respond
to actual challenges. 1 suppose
we have a few more months of
performative anti-inflation poli-
tics. The only useful lesson in all
this is in reminding us
why “Profiles in Courage” was
such a slender volume. It also
raises the question of what
could we do better to prevent

Michael
J. Hicks

inflation and future price-level
shocks.

Inflation is always, everywhere
a monetary phenomenon. It is the
occurrence of too much money
chasing too few goods, leading to
higher prices in general. Another
way to think about it is that it rep-
resents the loss of value of cur-
rency. It isn’t a higher price
for one thing, but higher prices
across the board because money
is worth less than before. Other
things can look like inflation,
such as a supply shock or a petro-
leum embargo. But at its essence,
inflation is about too much
money.

The worst of this bout of infla-
tion is likely behind us, but infla-
tion will come again. One way we
could better keep inflation in
check is to be better at predicting
it. In another 100 years, econo-
mists will have about as much
data on inflation as weather fore-
casters in 1950 had about hurri-
canes. Some economists, notably
Larry Summers, got this one
right, as did many in the Federal
Reserve.

So, one lesson might be to listen
to more than just the consensus
forecasts, perhaps weighting
them by risk. More dire predic-
tions might be given more weight.
One problem with this is that as
bad as inflation might be, overre-
acting to inflation can be worse to
the economy than underreacting.
There’s no low-cost, low-risk solu-
tion in the policy response to
inflation, and there never will be.

A better goal would be to boost
worker productivity, which would
lessen inflationary pressures.
The low growth of the U.S. econo-
my from 2009 to 2020 helped set
the stage for today’s inflation.
These include the Tax Cut and
Jobs Act from the Trump Admin-

istration, which I supported in
this column.

Increasing productivity means
that an economy can produce
goods more cheaply, which miti-
gates inflation. Improving pro-
ductivity won’t stop inflation; it
will simply dampen its effects.
Productivity is simply the value
of goods produced in a region,
per worker. That GDP-per-worker
tells us how “good” our economy
and workforce is, with a couple of
caveats. GDP-per-worker varies
by industry, so capital-intensive
industries like manufacturing,
logistics and agriculture should
be very productive on a per-work-
er basis. Industries with little
physical capital, such as personal
services, are far less productive
on a per-worker basis. So, Indi-
ana’s workers, a disproportionate
share of whom work in factories,
warehouses and farms, should be
more productive than the average
American.

Unfortunately, we are not. The
average Hoosier worker produced
16.6% less per year than did the
average American. The produc-
tivity gap is large, with Hoosiers
producing roughly $9.10 per hour
less in goods and services than
the average American (based on a
standard 40-hour week). This gap
has grown modestly for more
than a decade, indicating a long-
term problem in the Indiana
economy.

The Hoosier economy should
be far more productive than it is.
That we aren’t is a result of sev-
eral public policy mistakes that
leave Hoosiers poorer and more
susceptible to inflation than the
average American.

Having failed to soften the blow
of inflation through state policy,
we must look to federal policy to
do so. Ultimately our federal debt
is a very large inflationary risk.
Our debt is the sum of all previ-
ous federal deficits, or how much
more we spend each year on a fed-
eral budget than we collect in
taxes. Our debt has grown to
enormous levels; it now sits at
137% of our GDP. Despite what
you may hear from political can-

didates, this debt is a wholly
bipartisan endeavor.

Biden has only had one budget
year so far of data, but he added
$2.7 trillion to the national debt.
Trump added $5.9 trillion, Obama
added $8.7 trillion, Bush added
$1.9 trillion. From 1950 to 2020,
Republican presidents averaged
an inflation-adjusted annual
increase to the debt of $433 bil-
lion, while Democrats added $302
billion on average over the same
time. The biggest increase in the
deficit occurred during 2020 and
2021 as we recovered from the
recent pandemic, with the all-
time record going to Trump, fol-
lowed by Biden.

Ironically, both parties have
been equally unreliable with tax
rates, as with spending. It is this
data that is most surprising to
many readers. During the Trump
presidency, our federal govern-
ment collected 10.4% of GDP in
taxes, up from 9.9% under Obama,
who was down 10.5% from Bush’s
tax collections. Clinton’s average
taxes were 11.6% of GDP, while the
elder Bush collected an average of
10.4%. The idea of high-tax, high-
spending Democrats and fiscally
prudent Republicans is empirical-
ly without justification.

The combination of too-high
spending and too-low tax rates
has left the U.S. with a large debt
that slowly adds to the risk of
inflation in later years. This
could be fixed in Congress at any
time. All it requires is some
capacity for honest arithmetic,
the ability to explain difficult fis-
cal challenges to voters, a bit of
integrity, and a tiny snippet of
moral courage. In other words,
addressing our biggest inflation-
ary risk requires the character
traits that were conspicuously
absent during our current bout of
inflation.

Hicks is the director of the Cen-
ter for Business and Economic
Research and the George and
Frances Ball Distinguished Pro-
fessor of Economics in the Miller
College of Business at Ball State
University.
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When they tried to move it,
the engine got stuck in a creek
bed and left to the elements.

An Indiana resident who grew
up in the area recalled the
engine sitting in that spot. Near-
ly 50 years later, he returned to
Tennessee and persuaded the
family to sell him the engine. It
sat on his property for about 20
years before he sold it to Riggs, a
Marion resident.

Renovating the steam engine
took Riggs about nine years.

“It was missing a lot of parts,”
he recalled, pointing out the
canopy and its beams had been
completely replaced. All of its
pipes also needed replaced,
along with repairs to its boiler.

He noted Tennessee’s water
heavily consists of clay. The
boiler had accumulated mounds
of hard clay inside it over the
years, and the renovation
process required a chisel and
hammer to remove most of the
buildup.

The Frick Eclipse has
changed hands a few times since
then. Riggs traded it to a friend,
who died several years ago, and
then his friend’s daughter had
possession of it for 13 years.
Riggs and Leininger decided to
buy the steam engine back in
2014. It cost around $20,000.
After some paint restoration
and a boiler inspection, the
Frick Eclipse started making
appearances in shows across
Indiana.

The 11-ton steam engine sits
at 9.5 feet tall. It can haul about
50,000 pounds — almost double
its weight. When the cast iron
boiler is warm, it takes at least
an hour to prepare for driving.
(If the weather is cold, it can
take anywhere from three to
four hours.) The steam engine
often makes trips around the
fairgrounds, popping and hiss-

Plant ...

ued.

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

The 1920 Frick Eclipse owned by Matt Leininger
and Dave Riggs is making its sixth appearance at the Tri-
State Antique Gas Engine and Tractor Show. Pictured above
is the engine’s name printed on a portion of the machine.
At right is the driver’s view of the steam engine while taking
it around Jay County Fairgrounds.

ing at onlookers as it travels
down a path. An occasional loud
whistle signals its presence.

Before starting the engine for
a short trip around the grounds
Thursday, Riggs tossed a couple
extra logs into the furnace to
increase the steam pressure. He
stepped up onto the platform
next to the steering wheel and
pulled a few levers.

John Pryor, Leininger’s
cousin, stood behind him, indi-
cating directions to turn.

Turn left. Turn right. Don’t
forget to use the crank. Now
straighten it out.

The steam engine bounced
along a stone path at the fair-
grounds, its wheels jostling from
various rocks disrupting its
path.

“It’'s amazing these ... things
still work,” said Pryor, one of the

“The world must

then we

group helping operate the steam
engine at the show this year.

Riggs started visiting engine
and tractor shows with his
grandfather, Charles Cantrell,
about 50 years ago. He lamented
the fact Cantrell never got to see
his 1920 Frick Eclipse in action,
having died a few years before
Riggs finished restorations.

Leininger attended the Tipton
Mid-America Threshing and
Antiques Show with his father as
a child. They made an appear-
ance at local shows annually
until the family moved to Con-
necticut. He returned to Tipton
at 18 years old and took owner-
ship of the family farm that was
founded in 1869.

Leininger met his future wife,
Jen, in 2011. They hit it off after
she mustered the courage to ask
if she could ride a steam engine

from a radiation disas-

he was operating at the Tipton
show. Jen Leininger now helps
operate the steam engine at the

events they attend, which
include shows in Rushville and
Tipton, the Howard County Fair
and Tri-State events in Jay Coun-
ty.

Both Leininger and Riggs
appreciate the past connected to
steam engines.

“They give people a glimpse
into the past of what their grand-
parents endured ... for what we
have nowadays,” Riggs said.

Leininger enjoys the friend-
ships, like with Riggs, he’s made
over the years with the hobby
The genuine moments he experi-
ences also make it worthwhile.

“Seeing little kids smile at

spark shows, that’s pretty fun,”
he said.

Following the spark show
Thursday, the Frick Eclipse
began its departure for the
evening. A few helpers shone
flashlights in front and to the
sides of the steam engine as it
traveled.

Its front right wheel suddenly
overcame a bigger rock, causing
it to wiggle in a different direc-
tion. The mechanism slowed as
Jen Leininger turned the steer-
ing wheel and Riggs made a few
adjustments.

Within a few seconds, the
steam engine started chugging
along again, making its way back
to a spot in the eastern corner of
the fairgrounds.

Continued from page 1

“Diesel generators
were immediately acti-
vated to provide energy
to the plant itself, to sup-
port it after the shut-
down,” Zelensky contin-

understand what a threat
this is: If the diesel gen-
erators hadn’t turned on,
if the automation and our
staff of the plant had not
reacted after the black-

out, would
already be forced to over-
come the consequences
of the radiation accident.
Russia has put Ukraine
and all Europeans in a
situation one step away

ter.”

Zelensky and other offi-
cials warned repeatedly in
recent weeks that a discon-
nection of power and trans-
mission lines could lead to

an extremely dangerous sit-
uation by disrupting the
plant’s normal operation
and making it difficult to
cool the reactors.

“The actions of the
invaders caused a com-

plete disconnection of the
ZNPP from the power grid
— for the first time in the
history of the plant,”
Ukraine’s nuclear energy
company, Energoatom,
said in a statement.

HUBBARD

PREMIUM QUALITY FEED & GRAIN
CATTLE « PIGS « HORSES + DOGS « CATS « CHICKENS « RABBITS

Halters « Show Sticks - Salt Blocks/Bricks « Pond Cleaner

FARM SUPPLIES

4 Shovels « Brooms « Pitch Forks « Scrapers « Twine « Hog Troughs
Water Fountain Heaters « Nipple Buckets + Calf Bottles
Shavings  Hog Sorting Panels - Calf Hutches « Animal Tags
Grain Bunks - Hay Feeders « Poly Rabbit & Chicken Feeders

Aqua Shade - Pipe Gates - Cedar Posts & More!

SOFTENER SALT

5111 S000Rd. - Berne, IN « 260.589.2451
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“Mommy! Look what happens when
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Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,
Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

GABBARD FENCE

FARM * COMMERCIAL * INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL ¢ VINYL
“SINCE 1969
rgfence @yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801
BAIL BONDS

Travis Weaver

260-726-3189
across street
from Jail

\ Von Schrader Dry
Foam Cleaning

Auts Sales & Sensice, Tne.

For Quick Drying,
Highvay 67V, AR
‘ : . Gﬁ:pp';(f;_;' Commercial
Portland, Indiana Dave Wendel
Ph. 260-726-4520
VIIRIYRTEL I | Cell 260-729-2797

ROD PENROD, LICENSED AGENT

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Drug Plans
Medicare Advantage
Senior Life Insurance

Local Agent

260-418-9492

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner
Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

Bricker s [Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

Test your play

1. You are East, defending against
Three Notrump, South having
opened one notrump, raised by
North to three. Your partner leads
the four of spades. You cover dum-
my’s five with the seven, and
declarer wins with the queen. South
leads the jack of diamonds, which
you win with the queen. What
would you play next?

NORTH
41095
YKIJ2
+KO83
SK 102

2. You are declarer with the West
hand at Seven Spades. North leads
the king of hearts. How would you
play the hand?

WEST EAST
AAKQIS3 41098
vy Y0652
*AKQIJ +1095
&743 S*AKO

d e

1. The correct return is the five of
clubs! This play will almost cer-
tainly defeat the contract.

Judging from declarer’s play, it
seems likely that your partner has
the ace of diamonds. South could
have something like: 4 AKQ ¥
AQ65 ¢ J10 # 9863, That would be

consistent  with his  opening
notrump bid and the play to the
first two tricks. He can scarcely
have the ace of diamonds and
attack the suit without cashing the
ace first.

Once West is credited with the
ace of diamonds, his spades cannot
be good enough to justify a spade
return, South’s weak spot is obvi-
ously in clubs, and that is the place
to atiack. Note that in the given
case, the five must be led, not the
queen or jack, in order to prevent
South’s nine from becoming a stop-
per. When West wins the diamond
ace, his club return sets the con-
tract.

2. Ruff the heart high and cross to
dummy with a trump. Assuming
both opponents follow suit, which
is likely, ruff’ another heart high,
return to dummy with a trump and
ruff still another heart. Then play a
club to the king and ruff dummy’s
last heart. This runs you out of
trumps in your hand, but dummy
still has one.

Now lead a club to the ace and
cash the ten of trump, discarding
your club loser. Then claim the last
four tricks with the A-K-Q-J of
diamonds.

This method of play succeeds
whether the trumps are divided 2-2
or 3-1. In all, you score seven trump
tricks (four heart ruffs in your
hand, plus dummy’s 10-9-8), four
diamonds and two clubs.

Tomorrow: An unexpected development.
©2022 King Features Syndicate Luc.
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CRYPTOQUIP

SD QGA MWVSL NVLLVW EVQEWYV

YCWW RCLF KVAQ YCLHWVZZ,

IWQQFZGMNCLH

CLZVMDZ.

CD’Z § LQ-RWVS KQLV.

Yesterday's Cryptoquip: WHAT WOULD SOMEONE
CALL AN ERRAND RUNNER FOR A FILM SET’S
CHIEF ELECTRICIAN? THE GAFFER GOFER.

Today’s Cryptaquip Clue: I equals P

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS  38Be DOWN 17 Chirps
1 Persian buoyant 1 TiVo, for 19 Perfect
Gulf 41 —outa example 21 Science
emiraie living 2 Mil. room
6 Little lie 43 Glacial morale 22 Bit.
9 Chances, 44 Hoops booster record
for short great 3“Caton label
12 Winner's Monroe a Hot Tin 24 1501, in
gesture 45 Oma- Roof’ role Roman
13 “All bets mental 4 Base- numerals
— off” beetle ball's 26 Available
14 Haw 47 Cheery Tommie for work
preceder refrain 5 Office 28 Japanese
15 The- 49 Arcade leader? seaport
saurus pioneer 6 Element 30 Snip
compiler 52 Revue 7401(k)  32"Open
16 Bach’s segment relatives sesame”
“Coffee 53 Prohibit 8 London’s speaker
! 54 Serious Big— 33 Sinbad's
18 Deserves 55 That lady 9 Butler's bird
20 Legal 56 Wal- love 34 Pigs’
document  greens 10— four digs
21 Salonga alter- (small 36 Praline
of “Miss native cake) nuts
Saigon” 57 On 11 Plane 38 Greek
23 Commo- mom'’s assign- cheeses
tion side ments 39 Conifer-
24 z?r?gy Solution time: 25 mins. 40 El:ﬁutlﬁz
25 Arsenal Douglass
supply 42 Obliterate
27 Wear 45 Serb or
down Croat
29 “Othello” A 46 Heaps
character L 48 “Shark
31 Indian G Tank”
instru- : network
ments ‘ 50 Emeritus,
35 Mea — A briefly
37 Coin N 51 Hot
aperture Yesterday’s answer 8-26 temper
1 2 3 |4 Is 7 |8 10 |11
12
15

— Our E-MAIL Addresses Are—

NEWS - news@thecr.com
SPORTS - sports@thecr.com
CLASSIFIEDS - classifieds@thecr.com
ADVERTISING - ads@thecr.com
COMMERCIAL PRINTING -
print@thecr.com
BUSINESS - business@thecr.com
DELIVERY - delivery@thecr.com

Website: www.thecr.com

260-726-8141
ADVERTISING RATES
20 Word Minimum
Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....
$12.40
1 insertion......... 62¢/
word
2 insertions....... 81¢/
word
3 insertions....... 96¢/
word
6 insertions.... $1.14/
word
12 insertions. $1.52/
word
26 insertions. $1.77/
word
Includes
Online....... FREE
Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

50 RUMMAGE SALES

BARN SALE
3167 E 200 S Thurs, Fri
9-6 & Sat. 9-2 Prims,
Antiques, and lots more.

ZANE’S ANNUAL
BARN SALE
840 W 100 N, Portland.
August 20th thru August
27th. Opening at 7am
on the first day. 8am-
4pm the rest of the
week. Antiques, Furni-
ture, Primitives, Shop
and Hand Tools, House-
hold, Guns, Knives,
Ammunition, 20HP Reid
Engine on trailer (with
title), Longaberger,
Boyds Bears, Precious
Moments, Simply Tay-
lored Boutique Trailer
will be here Saturday
only at 9am. We have
something for everyone.
No early sales.

ESTATE SALE Antiques,
Haverly/McCoy pottery,
hand & power tools, old-
timer canoe, 10ft. kayak.
Friday 9am-?? 128 E 3rd
St. Portland.

YARD SALE 908 WEST
WATER 9am-7pm Now
thru Saturday 27th.
Glassware, Furniture,
Lots of misc. bargains.

GARAGE SALE 808 &
932 E 400 N Thur, Fri,
Sat 9am-5pm Lots of
misc.

104 MANGOLD DRIVE
Thur 25th -Fri 26th 8am-
6pm. Sat 27th 8-3. Radi-
al arm saw, Men and
Women sizes small to
2x, Some plus sized
Women’s, Craft items,
Scooter frames, New
bread maker, Dorm sized
microwave, DVD’s, Lug-
gage set, Lots of misc
items.

108 MERIDIAN HTS Fri-
day 9-4 Saturday 9-?.
Multi-Family yard sale.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,

roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE
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Roundup ...

Continued from page 8

The Patriots’ seventh
grade B team also lost 25-
12, 25-8, with Allison Paul
finishing with four points
and two aces.

MS gridders swept
FORT RECOVERY
— The Fort Recovery mid-
dle school football teams
both suffered losses Thurs-
day to St. Henry:
The eighth grade team

fell 26-14 while the seventh
graders took a 22-6 defeat.

Grant Fortkamp han-
dled the scoring for the
eighth grade Indians. He
reached the end zone on
runs of 17 and 40 yards
while also tossing a 2-point
conversion pass to Jake
Meyer.

Cooper Overman scored
the only points for the
FRMS seventh graders on
a 3-yard run.

Pleased ...

Continued from page 8

“T still feel like I can be
better in (the offense), too,
and still feel like there’s
work to do. So (I) certainly
feel a lot more comfortable
in terms of the terminolo-
gy, in terms of the checks,
in terms of our protec-
tions.

“The key is for it to
become second nature
where you're not really
thinking about it. I think
that’s what this time of
year is so valuable for is
that you kind of — you get
to a space where you don’t
know how you know it, but
you just know it.”

Ryan has been every-
thing the Colts hoped for
and more.

He’s brought a calm con-
fidence to the offense and
instantly became a leader
in the locker room. The
first handful of camp prac-
tices ended early because
of the pace he helped to
push, and he’s been locked
in on the task at hand since
the day his trade from
Atlanta was completed in
March.

Reich is on his fifth start-
ing quarterback in as
many seasons with Indi-
anapolis, and this one is
just different.

“The speed that he oper-
ates on, the practice tempo
— listen, every guy is
focused, every guy is all

business, but Matt is just at
another level,” Reich said.
“He’s always on, and it’s —
he’s out here to work. This
work — always thinking of
things and ways to get us
better, get us on the same
page as an offense.

“So (I) really felt like we
made a lot of strides. It
came from a lot of players’
leadership, but (Ryan)
played a significant role in
the leadership he provided
in this camp.”

The task now is to trans-
late a strong camp into reg-
ular-season success.

Indianapolis is looking
to win its first AFC South
title since 2014 and its first
postseason game since
2018. It all starts Sept. 11 on
the road against the Hous-
ton Texans.

For any of the other
goals to come to fruition,
the Colts must win in Week
1 for the first time since
2013.

“As far as long-term
expectations, we have an
understanding of where
we want to go, but the only
way to get there is to attack
week after week,” Ryan
said. “It has to be about
playing well Week 1. That’s
the expectation we have to
have — for ourselves to be
ready to go down there to
Houston, play our best foot-
ball and find a way to get a
win.”

Sports on tap

T

-
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The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School sophomore Levi Muhlenkamp hits a shot between Cody Dicken (left)
and Warren Eacret (7) of the Delta Eagles during the first half Thursday. Muhlenkamp scored a second-
half goal on an assist from Dylan Marentes to put the Patriots up 2-O0.

Turn ...

Continued from page 8

Patriot goalie Caleb Coppack
made a save on a Levi Griffis head-
er off a cross from Brayden Stanley
— he scored the game-winning goal
with 30 seconds left in extra time of
last season’s sectional game — at
the 5:40 mark and then Stanley
went just wide left on a shot with
3:40 to go. His miss led to three con-
secutive corner Kicks that resulted
in nothing and his free kick from
about 25 yards out slammed into
the wall of Patriot defenders.

Levi Muhlenkamp, a JCHS soph-
omore, swiped the ball from Delta
freshman Hudson Ewing with 30
seconds to go and the home team
was able to run out what was left of

the clock.

Stats showed Coppack with 17
saves as he also took the ball off
the foot of Elijah Bell in the box at
the 12:10 mark of the second half.

“To be honest, I get afraid,” said
Coppack of the late barrage from
the Eagles. “But when I see the ball
coming, I know what to do. ... It’s
full-on instinct. I just step on my

goes.”

they cashed in.

piece.

toes and I just watch where the ball

The Patriots nearly took the lead
at the 23:25 mark of the first half
when a Muhlenkamp shot went off
the crossbar. Two minutes later,

Marentes had a free kick from
about 25 yards out on the left side
and sent the ball into the box.
Carter Link got a free run into the
box, put his head on the ball and
sent it into the back of the net.

“Right place, right time,” said
Marentes of Link’s score on the set

Jay County struck again less
than four minutes into the second
half when Marentes stole the ball
from a Delta defender. He quickly
slipped a pass through to Muh-
lenkamp, who went past goalie
Samori McKell-Jeffers to the right
corner of the net.

“Defensively we didn’t have a
great day at the office,” said Delta
coach Kurt Griffis. “We screwed a
bunch of things up defensively.

“And then No. 2, we didn’t finish

well in front of the net. I would say

we had somewhere in the realm of

15 corner kicks. None of those pro-

duced goals. That’s a very high

number to not produce a goal.”
The lone tally for the Eagles

came with 23:56 left in the game

pack.

when Levi Griffis pushed the ball
up the left side. The ball eventually
made its way to the middle where
Stanley took control and shot to
the left corner past a diving Cop-

The Patriots, who totaled 13
shots on goal, have made a strong

turnaround after a season-opening

4-1 loss to Muncie Central in which
they were missing two starters.
Since then, they have won three in
a row — they beat Woodlan 4-1
Monday and sectional rival New
Castle 5-0 Tuesday — by a com-
bined score of 11-2.

After playing three times this

week, the JCHS schedule stretches
out. It hosts Norwell on Thursday
and defending sectional champion
Yorktown the following Thursday
(Sept. 8).

Local schedule
Today
Jay County — Football vs. Huntington
North - 7 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Football at Urbana —
7 p.m.

Saturday

Jay County — Cross country at Celina
Rotary Invitational at Wright State Univer-
sity Lake Campus — 9 a.m.; Boys tennis
at Muncie Central — 10 a.m.; Girls soccer
at Woodlan — 11 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Cross country in Bob
Schul Invitational at Milton Union - 9
a.m.; Junior varsity boys golf hosts Mid-

west Athletic Conference meet — 9 a.m.;
JV football vs. Urbana — 10 a.m.; Middle
school cross country in Bob Schul Invita-
tional at Milton Union — 9 a.m.; Middle
school volleyball hosts St. Henry and
Coldwater — 9 a.m.

TV sports
Today

7 p.m. — NFL preseason football: Buf-
falo Bills at Carolina Panthers (FOX, CBS)

7:05 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
Cincinnati Reds at Washington Nationals
(Bally Indiana); Pittsburgh Pirates at
Philadelphia Phillies (NBC)

7:30 p.m. — Auto racing: NASCAR

Xfinity Series — Wawa 250 (USA)

8 p.m. — NFL preseason football:
Seattle Seahawks at Dallas Cowboys
(FOX, NBC); Los Angeles Chargers at New
Orleans Saints (CBS)

8:15 p.m. — NFL preseason football:
New England Patriots at Las Vegas
Raiders (FOX, CBS)

9 p.m. — Major League Soccer: Los
Angeles FC at Austin (ESPN)

10 p.m. — Major League Soccer:
Seattle Sounders at Portland Timbers
(ESPN)

10:30 p.m. — Canadian Football
League: BC Lions at Saskatchewan
Roughriders (ESPN2)

Saturday
— Soccer: Premier
United at

7:30 a.m.
League - Manchester
Southampton (USA)

10 a.m. — Soccer: Premier League —
Leeds United at Brighton & Hove Albion

Noon — High School football: St.
Joseph Prep vs. St. Thomas Aquinas
(ESPN)

12:30 p.m. — College football:
Nebraska at Northwestern (FOX)

12:30 p.m. — Baseball: Little
League World Series — International final
(ABC)

12:30 p.m.— Soccer: Premier
League — Fulham at Arsenal (NBC)

2:30 p.m. — Golf: PGA Tour — Cham-
pionship (NBC)

3:30 p.m. — College Football:
Stephen F. Austin at Jacksonville State
(ESPN)

3:30 p.m. — Baseball: Little League
World Series — U.S. final (ABC)

4 p.m. — College football: Connecti-
cut at Utah State (FS1)

4 p.m. — High school football: Los
Alamitos vs. American Heritage (ESPN2)

7 p.m. — NFL preseason football:
Philadelphia Eagles at Miami Dolphins
(NBC); Washington Commanders at Bal-
timore Ravens (ABC)

7 p.m. — College football: Howard at

190 FARMERS

Alabama State (ESPN)

7 p.m. — Auto racing: NASCAR Cup
Series — Coke Zero Sugar 400 (NBC)

7:05 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
Cincinnati Reds at Washington Nation-
als (Bally Indiana)

7:15 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
San Francisco Giants at Minnesota
Twins (FOX)

10 p.m. — College football: Nevada
at New Mexico State (ESPN2)

10:15 p.m. — Major League Base-
ball: Cleveland Guardians at Seattle
Mariners (FS1)

10:30 p.m. — Boxing: Jose Pedraza
vs. Richard Commey (ESPN)

60 SERVICES 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR COLUMN 250 PUBLIC NOTICE
“SEAMSTRESS NAN” PUBLIC AUCTION PUBLIC AUCTION TWO DAY PUBLIC AND AT 10:00 AM ON  AG RENTAL Spreaders: . .
HOMEMADE Sewing Located at 333 Blaine Saturday, September AUCTION SUNDAY FOR PRE-  BBI, Artsway Vertical. Public Notice
and Alterations, Quilts, Pike (former DAV Build- 10th, 2022 Located: Wheel & Spoke VIEW. New Holland 228 skid STATE OF INDIANA
Baby Blankets, Appliqué, ing), Portland, IN TIME 10:00 A.M. Event Center, FULLER FAMILY loaders  w/full  cab, COUNTY OF JAY, SS:
Zippers, Hemming, Monday Evening LOCATED: 066 W 500 500 S Meridian Street, LOY AUCTION heat/ac. Fort Recovery INTHEJAY CIRCUIT COURT
Memory T-Shirt, Special SEPTEMBER 19, 2022 S, Portland, IN (Just Portland, IN. AC#31600027 419-852-0309 2022 TERM
Orders, Wedding & Prom 6:00 P.M. west of HWY 27 on 500 ~ SATURDAY SEPTEM- GARY LOY No. 33001 2208 1 900052
Gowns. 260.766.9334 REAL ESTATE- South) BER 3, 2022 10:00 AU01031608 200 FOR RENT “Urj’suger"vri;‘e q
WICKEY CONSTRUC- LOCATED: 1538 W 200 1982 CORVETTE A.M. BEN LYONS Administration of the
TION Roofing, Siding S: STINGRAY SUNDAY SEPTEMBER AU10700085 INMAN U-LOC Storage. Estate of
Pole Barns Ca’ll for freé . PARCEL #1_: This Corvette Stingray is 4,2022 12:00 P.M. TRAVIS THEURER Mini s'torage, five sizes.  Harold E. Thrash, Deceased
estimate. 260-973-9776  This parcel consists of in excellent condition, OUTSTANDING COL- AU11200131 Security fence or 24 hour DI o ON

: approximately 15 acres features T-tops, new LECTION OF access units. Gate hours: " “ 0 hereby given that
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA- with house, garage, and tires, a 350 engine, and ROSEVILLE POTTERY 100 JOBS WANTED 8:00-8:00 daily. Pearl Stephen Gerard Thrash was, on
SON Construction- Spe- pond. only 25,077 miles! This is a condensed list- Street, Portland. 260-  the 12th day of August, 2022, ap-
cializing in standing PARCEL #2: 2000 HONDA VALCURI ing of the Roseville to be AMISH CREW LOOK- 726-2833 pointed Personal Representa-
seam metal roofs. When 21.85 acres with approx- TRIKE sold. Please note that ING FOR any work. No ["ENcE"GPACE avail.  Lves of the estate of Harold E.
Quality Counts, Count imately 10 acres tillable A 2000 Honda Valcuri 6-  the Pottery will be sold  job is too big or small. = 27 ="~ o0 =0 ;irgzﬂfggeasfd’ who died on

! - ; . . , y . y of July 2022.
On US. A company you and approximately 11.5  cylinder trike with 37,450  on both days! If you  Pole barns, roofing, Manufacturing, ~ ware-  All persons who have claims
can trust. Member of the of wooded land. miles and in great condi- are inquiring about remodeling.  260-849- housing, assembly, distri- against this estate, whether or
BBB. New Installation PARCEL #3: tion! which day a specific 2489. ! ’ not now due, must file the claim

and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

GET IT IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what

you might find in

The Commercial

Review Classifieds.

From a new car to a

new home, to a new

job,

the Classifieds deliv-

er!

Go to thecr.com

or call

260-726-8141

This parcel is to the
west and north of the
house. There are
approximately 32 total
acres with approximately
18 acres tillable and the
balance wooded.
PARCEL #4:

This parcel contains
47.584 acres and
includes the house,
detached garage, pond,
and a small pole barn
that sets on approxi-
mately 15 acres.
PARCEL #5:

This is the entire 69.434
acres with approximately
24 acres tillable,
approximately 28.5
acres of woods and
approximately 15 acres
with the house, pond,
and garage.
NORMA CULY
Ashley Culy-Kruyer
POA
Josh Atkinson Attorney
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons AU10700085
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

SHOP TOOLS LAWN &
GARDEN-MISCELLA-
NEOUS
Craftsman 30” metal
lathe, 10” Craftsman
Band saw, Metal band
saw, Industrial table
saw, , Pneumatic tire
changer, Header & 48”
forklift forks, Lawn aera-
tor, Gas BBQ grill, Gar-
den planter, Miscella-
neous lawn & garden
equipment tires
ANTIQUES-APPLI-
ANCES
Platform scales, 15 & 2
gallon Crocks, Railroad
jack, Canning jars, and
more! This is a large
auction with many items
not listed!
OWNER: Robert Fields
Shawver Auctioneering
and Real Estate
AC31800004 AUCTION-
EERS
Pete D. Shawver

AU19700040
260-726-5587
Zane Shawver
AU10500168
260-729-2229

Check Auctionsoft and

AuctionZip for more pho-

tos.

| Visit Us At: thecr.com |

piece will sell please
contact the Auction Firm
at (260) 726-2700.
OLD AND COLLEC-
TORS ITEMS- COINS -
HOUSEHOLD GOODS
Morgan Silver Dollars,
Peace Silver Dollars;
Liberty Walking Silver
Half Dollars; and many
other items not listed.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS -
FURNITURE
Kitchen cabinet with
flour bin; curved glass
secretary;
SCOOTERS - MOWER
—TOOLS
Simplicity riding lawn
mower; Snap On
wrenches; and many
other items not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Saturday auction will
consist of Roseville,
Household Goods, Old
and Collectors Items
and Tools. We will be
running 2 rings on Sat-
urday.  Sunday auc-
tion will consist of
Roseville, Coins, Jewel-
ry along with Old and
Collectors ltems.
Please visit Auction Zip
for photos. DOORS
WILL OPEN AT 8:00
A.M. ON SATURDAY

110 HELP WANTED

DRIVER NEEDED Look-
ing for a driver that can
do physical labor. N & M
Builders. please call 260-
849-9012

130 MISC. FOR SALE

SCRATCH PADS ARE
BACK 4 for a $1.00 pick
up at The Commercial
Review Tuesday thru Fri-
day 10am to 4pm.

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23"x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

bution, offices, inside and
outdoor storage. Easy
access to major high-
ways and railroad access
with loading docks and
overhead cranes avail-
able. Contact Sycamore
Group, 419-678-5318,
Www.sycamorespace.co
m

NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631.

PIEDMONT APART-
MENTS, 778 W 7th
Street, Portland, Indiana,
accepting applications for
1, 2, 3 bedroom apart-
ments, no application
fee. Rent base on 30% of
your gross income. Call
260-726-2920, TDD 800-
743-3333. This is an
Equal Opportunity Hous-
ing Complex. This institu-
tion is an Equal Opportu-
nity Provider and
Employer.

APPLES FOR SALE
Menchhofer Farms 5679
Wabash Rd Coldwater,
OH. 419-942-1502

READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage

in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana, this
15th day of August, 2022.
HINKLE, RACSTER &
SCHEMENAUR
121 W. High Street
Portland, IN 47371
Attorney
Jon Eads
Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana
CR 8-17,24-2022-HSPAXLP

SUBSCRIBE
TO THE
COMMERCIAL
REVIEW

49%
off

Newsstand prices
Subscribe at
thecr.com

or call

260-726-8141




Tribe golf teams

lose to Coldwater,
see Local roundup

Page 8

FRHS
spikers
roll in
home
opener

FORT RECOVERY —
The Indians had a lot
more fun in their home
opener.

The Fort Recovery
High School volleyball
team, which fell in three
sets to St.

Marys in Local

its first roundup
match of ——————
the season Tuesday,
bounced back on its
home court Thursday to
dominate the visiting
National Trail Blazers 25-
16, 25-13, 25-21.

Teigan Fortkamp
served National Trail off
the court, racking up 10
aces. She also had six
kills and three digs for
the Indians (1-1).

Faith Wendel and
Kennedy Muhlenkamp
totaled 15 assists apiece
with many of them going
to Mara Pearson, who led
the way with a dozen
kills. Wendel, Muh-
lenkamp and Pearson all
followed Fortkamp with a
pair of aces apiece, and
Pearson also had three
digs.

Fort Recovery gets the
weekend off before host-
ing Jay County at 5:30
p.m. Tuesday.

FR boys golf falls

CELINA, Ohio — Fort
Recovery’s boys golf
team fell 164-178 Thurs-
day to the Coldwater Cav-
aliers at Mercer County
Elks Golf Club, dropping
to 1-3 in the Midwest Ath-
letic Conference.

Isaac LeFevre posted
the low score of 41 for the
Indians, who are 3-4 over-
all. The senior had three
pars in his first four
holes and finished with
four in all.

Ben Giere and Keegan
Bruggeman of Coldwater
shared match medalist
honors as they both shot
40.

Alex Dues followed
LeFevre for the Indians
with three pars in his
round of 44. Eli Lennartz
added a 45, including a
birdie on the 150-yard,
par-3 second hole, and
Keegan Muhlenkamp
rounded out the team
score with a 48.

FR girls golf loses

The visiting Coldwater
Cavaliers were too much
for the Fort Recovery
girls golf team as it fell
184-223 Thursday at Port-
land Golf Club.

Eva Kahlig led the Indi-
ans, who slipped to 2-6
overall and 1-3 in the
Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence. She shot a 52.

Ella Westgerdes fol-
lowed with a 53, and
Emma Will and Marissa
Schoen each shot 59 to
round out the team score.

Scores of 64 from
Brynn Stammen and 66
from Ella Schoen did not
factor into the team total.

JCJH spikers drop 2

DECATUR — Jay Coun-
ty’s junior high volley-
ball teams both fell
Thursday to host St.
Joseph’s — the eighth
graders by a 25-8, 25-24
score and the seventh
graders 25-7, 25-11.

Brenna Schmiesing’s
five points, two blocks
and one Kkill led the
eighth grade Patriots.
Ella Rigby had four
points and two assists,
and Isabelle Vasquez
scored three points.

In the seventh grade
match, Amelia Heath fin-
ished with three Kkills for
Jay County. Emalyn
Homan had two points,
both on aces.

See Roundup page 7

Sports

www.thecr.com

Patriot runners open
season on Saturday,
see Sports on tap

The Commercial Review

School

header

half Thursday.
scored on

kick from
Marentes as
Patriots

victory.

By RAY COONEY
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around Thursday.

Jay County High
senior Carter
Link connects on a
between
Brayden Stanley (4)
and Cody Dickin (21)
of the visiting Delta
Eagles during the first
Link
another
header off of a free
Dylan

the
picked up
their third consecutive

In three straight games, Jay
County and Delta have been
separated by one goal.

Twice last season, it was the
Eagles who came out on top.

The Patriots turned things

Jay County High School’s

22 turn around

Jay County flips resulis for 2-1 win over Eagles
after losing two one-goal games to Delta last year

boys soccer team fought off a
late push that included a
series of corner kicks in the
final four minutes to hold off
the visiting Delta Eagles 2-1.
“It was a good game, a good
win,” said sophomore Dylan
who assisted on
both Patriot goals. “It felt real-
ly nice since we lost to them

Marentes,

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

ing. And that’s what we've been
pushing for. ... They pulled it out.
... They left everything on the
field.”

Jay County (3-1) held on to its
one-goal lead for the final 23-plus
minutes, with the Eagles (2-2)
especially coming hard at the
goal in the final six.

See Turn page 7

last year. ... It’s a good feel-
ing.”

JCHS fell 5-4 to the Eagles dur-
ing the 2021 regular season and 2-
1 in extra time in the opening
round of the sectional tourna-
ment.

“I feel like they gave their all,”
said Patriot coach Bobby Ruiz.
“And that’s what we’ve been ask-

Ryan is pleased
with Colts camp

By GEORGE BREMER
The Herald Bulletin (Anderson)
Tribune News Service

Matt

WESTFIELD —
Ryan tried to recall his first
NFL training camp Thurs-
day.

As a rookie with the
Atlanta Falcons in 2008, the
quarterback — selected
third overall out of Boston
College — was tasked with
helping the franchise climb
out of the hole created by
Michael Vick’s dog-fighting
scandal and former head
coach Bobby Petrino’s

brief and disastrous
tenure.
The task wasn’t nearly as

big for his 15th training
camp — and first with the
Indianapolis Colts — that
ended Thursday at Grand
Park.

But there were similari-
ties between the two sum-
mers.

“Probably of all the
camps, (this one was) prob-
ably the most similar (to
the first) — just being in a
new spot and adjusting to
new things,” Ryan said.
“Whole new (coaching)
staff, entirely new players
so there’s probably some
similarities to it. From a
personal standpoint, I
think I'm much further
along.”

The 37-year-old spent
most of the past month in
Westfield mastering a new
offensive scheme, getting
on the same page with head
coach Frank Reich and
offensive coordinator Mar-
cus Brady and helping to
bring along a young and
inexperienced group of
wide receivers.

Ryan is quick to make
corrections on the field in
real time. If a rep goes
awry, he’ll talk with the
intended receiver and
diagnose what went
wrong.

Maybe the timing was a
little off. Maybe there’s a
nuance in the route that
can make the play easier
for both the passer and the
receiver. Whatever the fix,
the wide receivers don’t
have to wait for film study
later in the day. They get

instant feedback, live on
the field.

It’'s as though the Colts
hired an assistant
receivers coach alongside a
starting quarterback.

“He’s so good in that way,
and it’s great for Marcus
and I and the whole staff
just to collaborate with
him — make sure that
we're all saying it and
teaching it the same way,”
Reich said. “It’s been good
work in that way.”

The receivers say Ryan is
demanding, but it only
makes them better.

Michael Pittman Jr. —
who enjoyed a breakout
season in 2021 and is poised
to have an even bigger year
— admitted early in train-
ing camp he was working
hard to make sure he was
at the spot the quarterback
needed him to be.

To help build chemistry
and get on the same page
with the passer, Pittman’s
been spending as much
time as possible around
Ryan in meetings and dur-
ing meals. Any chance he
has to talk with the quar-
terback, he’s taking.

“It’'s all just trust,”
Pittman said. “I mean,
Matt is such a great player,
and he’s going to make that
play either way, but it just
helps him make it easier
and quicker for him if I'm
just on his timing. So I've
just been working on that,
and I feel like it’s turning
out good.”

Unofficially, Pittman led
Indianapolis receivers with
41 catches during 11-on-11
drills through training
camp’s 16 practices. No
other receiver broke 20
receptions.

Ryan was 130-0f-171 in
full-team work, with 10
touchdowns and three
interceptions. He was 24-of-
31 over the final three prac-
tices and felt the offense
grow together.

He also believes there’s
plenty of growth yet to
come.

“I feel like as we continue
to go, I continue to get more
comfortable,” Ryan said.

See Pleased page 7
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