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By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

There’s always a degree of
uncertainty when it comes to
dealing with markets and
futures.

That’s especially true this
year as farmers are pulling
corn and soybeans out of  the
fields.

Demand has generally been
down for the U.S. staple crops
recently but that could change
based on the outcomes of  labor
negotiations and war in East-
ern Europe.

Those factors are impacting
producer decisions as harvest
rates hover around their five-
year averages with overall
lower-than-expected yields
while prices are high but not
as high as they were the last
two summers.

How farmers feel about their
yields has a lot to do with per-
spective and expectations, said
University of  Missouri senior
research associate for agricul-
tural and applied economics
Ben Brown.

“In general, in the eastern
part of  the corn belt, crops
look good again this year, simi-
lar to what they did last year,”
he said. “The one difference
this year over last year is …
when we got into the fields,
there were a lot more drowned-
out spots and the crop wasn’t
as good in the eastern corn belt

as what many people believed
it would be.”

Meanwhile, yields in the
western corn belt have been
slightly better than expected
after dealing with a summer

typified by drought condi-
tions.

The soybean crop had been
projected to be strong until
about a month ago.

“Our soybean crop looked

very good heading through
August into September,” added
Brown, who previously worked
at Ohio State University. “In
fact, the expectation was a
record soybean yield … And

then it just got dry. Those pods
didn’t develop. I think that’s
largely what we’re starting to
see coming across combine
monitors.”

See Uncertain page 3B

Uncertain futures

The Commercial Review

Harvest progress for corn and soybeans in Indiana are about at the five-year average, with 39% of corn out of
the fields and 57% of soybeans as of Sunday. Yields have been down from projections at 171.9 bushels per acre for
corn and 49.8 bushels per acre for soybeans.

War and 
transportation

create questions
in worldwide
grain market
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Continued from page 1B
The overall result has

been yield projections
being pulled back nation-
wide. The United States
Department of  Agricul-
ture’s Oct. 12 report
showed corn production
down 8% from 2021 with
soybean growers expect-
ing a 3% decrease. Based
on Oct. 1 conditions, corn
bushels were expected to
come in at 171.9 bushels
per acre, which would be
4.8 bushels per acre less
than the previous year.
Soybeans were projected
at 49.8 bushels per acre,
which would be down by
1.9 bushels per acre from
2021.

Monday’s USDA crop
progress report showed
that 39% of  Indiana’s
corn had been harvested
as of  Sunday compared
to the five-year average
of  42%. For soybeans,
57% had been harvested
as of  Sunday compared
to a 53% five-year aver-
age.

Corn and bean prices
are up from the same
time last year. Corn
prices locally were
between $6.42 and $6.72
Wednesday as compared
to $5.05 to $5.49 last year.
For beans, local prices
this week were between
$12.91 and $13.35, up from
$11.74 to $12.06 a year ago.

Prices for the two crops
had been below $4.50 and
below $10, respectively,
for several years, before
climbing in the second
half  of  2020.

With those prices,
Brown said, demand has
pulled back for U.S. prod-
ucts. Also, Argentina was
able to provide most of
the soybeans China need-
ed this season.

“We’ve seen struggling
export sales numbers …
due to this environment
of  high prices and high
currency,” he said. “But
we’ve also had transporta-
tion logistics issues here
in the United States.”

Those transportation

issues have been caused
by low water levels in the
Mississippi and Ohio
rivers, which limit how
much product a barge
can carry, thus increas-
ing the demand for
barges. 

“Water levels are at his-
toric lows,” Brown said.
“It’s causing transporta-
tion rates, barge rates, to
drastically rise. … We
can’t fill barges as full as
we normally would so it
takes more barges to

move the same amount of
product. …

“Transportation is
causing a little bit of  a
bottleneck in terms of
getting product down to
the Gulf  of  Mexico to get
to export terminals …”

That also pushes up
rail prices.

There is additional
uncertainty with rail-
roads as workers were on
the verge of  a strike last
month.
See Uncertain page 4B

Uncertain ... Get your local news
online at thecr.com

‘Water levels are
at historic lows.

It’s causing
transportation rates,

barge rates,
to drastically rise. …

We can’t fill
barges as full as

we normally would
so it takes more
barges to move

the same amount
of product. …’

—Ben Brown,
University of Missouri
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Continued from page 3B
That was averted when

the federal government
stepped in and brokered a
deal, but some unions
have rejected that tenta-

tive agreement. As a
result, it is possible in the
next month that U.S. rail
workers could be on the
verge of  a strike again.

Meanwhile, the war in
Ukraine continues to
impact worldwide mar-
kets. 

When Russia first
invaded its neighbor,
grain exports were essen-
tially cut off  from the
Black Sea region. Since
then, the United Nations
brokered a deal that
allows grain to be export-
ed after being inspected
in Turkey.

But, Brown said, Russ-
ian president Vladimir
Putin has been critical of
the agreement recently.
If  he pulls out of  the deal
when the current itera-
tion expires Nov. 19, that
could shut down grain
exports from the region
again and push buyers to
the U.S. market.

“Exports are a hard
thing to forecast at the

moment because it very
much depends on what
happens with that,
whether the deal gets
extended during the mid-
dle of  November or
whether it expires,” he
added.

There has also been a
decrease in demand for
ethanol as gas consump-
tion was low this year
because of  high prices at
the pump. And increas-
ing interest rates and a
difficult labor market are
also factors that will con-
tinue to impact the prices
of  all consumer products,
Brown said.

In the livestock sector,
Brown noted that a strug-
gling Chinese economy
and high prices are lead-
ing to projected weaker
demand for pork. (China
is the world’s largest con-
sumer of  pork.)

“We are seeing some
softness in China’s pork
market,” said Brown.
“Their economy is not

good. They’re on the
verge of  kind of  a big
economic collapse.”

He indicated that cattle
herds in the U.S. are con-
tinuing to be thinned out.
Prices look strong, he
added, and are likely to
remain high. He com-
pared the beef  outlook to
that of  the strong 2014.

Looking specifically at
Jay County and the sur-
rounding eastern Indi-
ana and western Ohio
region, he said he expects
a bigger impact from
wheat this year.

“As I look to places
around the country that I
think have the potential
to increase wheat, Ohio
and Indiana, probably
more likely northeastern
Indiana, I do anticipate to
see a little more wheat
production this year as
we look ahead to 2023,”
said Brown. “The funda-
mentals are there. …
There are some pretty
nice margins in wheat.”

Uncertain ...

Yield numbers for
corn and soybeans were
not as strong as
expected in the eastern
corn belt, impacted by
more drowned-out spots
in corn and a September
dry period for beans.
Meanwhile, in the
western corn belt, yields
were not as high, but
still slightly higher than
expected, after a year
typified by drought
conditions.

The Commercial Review
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By LOUISE RONALD
The Commercial Review

Richmond is now home to one
of  fewer than a dozen communi-
ty orchards in Indiana.

As the organizers and volun-
teers say, “How ‘bout them
apples?”

Since last spring, Mary Scott
Community Orchard has been
home to 35 dwarf  apple trees, 80
berry plants and a pollinator gar-
den to keep the fruit flourishing. 

The raspberry and blackberry
bushes produced an abundant
harvest and the pollinator plants
did their job all season long.
Unfortunately, not all of  the trees
survived their first summer. The
ones that did are going strong,
however. 

The trees’ yield: about half  a
dozen apples and lots of  hope for
the future.

Community orchards are simi-
lar to community gardens (of
which Indiana has hundreds)
but require a different kind of
organization. 

“Fruit trees are hard to man-
age,” said Denise Retz, superin-
tendent of  Richmond Parks &
Recreation. Lots of  manpower is
needed “to give them the care
they really need.”

The parks department provid-
ed the land (less than a third of
an acre) for the orchard, but its
budget couldn’t stretch to man-
power. 

So what is Retz’s advice for a
community that might want to
start an orchard of  its own?

“Find a champion,” Retz said.
“Someone who can really see it
through.”

In Richmond’s case, that
champion is James “Jay” Bar-
bre, associate professor of
teacher education at Indiana
University – East.

How is he connected to apples? 
He isn’t. At least he wasn’t

until the orchard project began. 
Barbre describes himself  as a

“facilitator of  other people’s
expertise.” 

He first encountered the proj-

ect as one of  about 50 ideas
brought by the parks department
to the university faculty for dif-
ferent kinds of  partnerships
designed to reinvigorate the city
parks. 

“I zeroed in on the community
orchard,” said Barbre.

He was interested in creat-
ing a source of  free, fresh fruit
to area residents, but what
really appealed to him was the

educational potential of  an
orchard. 

“It was important to me that it
be useful … as a learning tool,”
he said. 

He envisioned students partici-

pating in every stage of  the grow-
ing process, observing plants and
insects, conducting experiments
and connecting with the commu-
nity in new ways.

See Fruitful page 6B

Fruitful venture

The Commercial Review/Louise Ronald

Jay Barbre, associate professor of teacher education at Indiana University – East, points out some of the plants in
the pollinator garden at Mary Scott Community Orchard in Richmond. “There’s no way this could have happened without  him,”
said Richmond High School environmental science teacher Rob Bailey.

Producing apples and berries, Mary Scott Community Orchard
in Richmond is one of only a handful of its kind in all of Indiana
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IH 9633 metal snouts, tall corn atttach .........................$4,500

Case IH 1063 1995 hole under auger,, 6-rows .......................$6,900

Case IH 1063 talll cornn atttach, good knniives.........................$10,500

Case IH 1063 1995 fiield trackrr,, cornn savver,, metal..............$10,000

Case IH 2208 2006 2 stalk stomper,, lat tiilt, hdr cnttrrl........$18,900

Case IH 3406 2009

Case IH 3408 2010 hyd deck plates, lat tiiltt, hdr cnttrll .......$18,900

Case IH 4408 2021 .................................................................coming

New Idea 5408 disc mower....................................................................

Kubota post auger ...........................................................................
Land Pride 60” mow
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.........................................................................coming
ms, 1850 galll tankk .............................$12,500
r gmannure spreader..........................coming
manuual anngle & offfset .....................$1,200

rows, liquid ferttilizer .....................$29,900
/332 rows, bulk fiilll, no Pro700 .......$169,000
-row,, foolding, liquid feertiilizer.........$42,500
openers, 8” spacing, very niice.......$21,900

h, rigid, 1000 PTO .............................$3,500
ler,, single rear tire ................................$695

eftt, implementt tires............................$3,250
eftt, 10.00-20 tiires................................$3,250

m, toggle trrip, very niice......................$3,900
h, hyd foold, rearr hitch........................$9,500
harrow..............................................coming
wide, 1-bar harrrw,, like new ..........$17,900
h, 13’ base, 5’wings ...........................$6,150
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rIH 674 2250 loader,, diesel, 1 remote...........................$8,900

IH 54488 3 remotes, 2WDD, duals ..................................$26,900

CIH Farrmalll 55AA 2012..................................................................coming

CIH Farrmalll 105C ..........................................................................coming

CIHMaxxum 125 2021 loader ready, 4 remotes......................$126,500

Case IH 7210 2107 hrs on tach, 2WD, new paintt ...............coming

CIHMagnuum 180 2014 new main tiires, 4 remotes..................$100,000

Case IHMXX 200 1998 4 remotes, quick hitch, duals ............$100,000

CIHMagnuum 200 2019................................................................. coming

CIHMagnuum 250 2017 pwr shiftt, 4 remotes, dualls ................$148,500

CIHMagnuum 250 2017 pwr shiftt, 4 remotes, dualls...................coming

CIHMagnuum 290 2012 coming summer of 2022 .......................coming

CIHMagnuum 340 coming falll of 2022.........................................coming

CIH Steiger 450 coming latter in thhe year.................................coming

CIH Steiger 5440 coming falll of 2022.........................................coming

CIH Steiger 5440 coming falll of 2022.........................................coming

CIH Steiger 5440 coming falll of 2022.........................................coming

CIH Steiger 5440 coming falll of 2022.........................................coming

Kubota B2601 2019 coming in latter 2022 .............................coming

Kubota B2920 2011..................................................................coming
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tCase SR175 2013 6408 hrs, 84” bucket, good tiires..........$21,500

Case SR210 2014 6546 hrs, polyy win//doornewtiires.........$21,900

Case SR200 2013 4000 hrs, coming summer 2022...........coming

Case SR210 2014 4000 hrs, coming summer 2022...........coming

Case SR270 ..........................................................................coming

Case TV3380 ..........................................................................coming

Case 4330 ..........................................................................coming

New Holllannd L218 4970 hours.......................................................coming

New Holllannd L225 2012 coming in summer of 2022...................coming

New Holllannd L228 coming in summer of 2022............................coming

Kubota SSV75 2424 hrs, cab, hand & fooot ctrrls...................$333,500

Case IH 870 Ecolo-Tiger 9-shankks, 18’widthh...............................$52,000

Case IH 875 Ecolo-Tiger 2014 7-shannks, 7” pointts.......................$65,000

Case IH 4300 fiield cultt 29’widthh, rear hitch ..............$12,900

Case IH Tigermate 2012 34.5’wide, 5-bar harrrow..............$339,500

Case IH Tigermate 40’widthh, dbl foold, 3-bar spike ............$29,500

Case IH Tigermate 200 2013 36.5’widthh, 3-bar harrrow............$45,900

Lanndolll 23320 7 shannks, walkiing tandems...................$10,900

Dunhhamm Lehr cultii mulcher $8 900
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Case IH 1200 plantter 2004 16
Case IH 2140 plantter 2020 16/
White 8222 plantter 2006 12-
Case IH 5400 drill 2004 22

Wooods 3168 mower 15’wiidth
Bush Hog SQ600 5’ Squeal

J&M 350 wagon dumps le
J&M 350 wagon dumps le

, , ,
IH 720 plow 6-botttom
IH 496 disk 21’wiidth
J&M 215-36’ 2012 36’
J&MTF212 2014 23’
DMI Crumbler 23’wiidth
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tKubota B7200D 1985 4WD, gear drive, turf tiires ....................$4,900

Kubota MXX5100 2009 MFFD, loader,, R44 tiires ...........................coming

Kubota MXX5200 2014 abbout 800 hours.....................................coming

Kubota M5-111 2017 loader,, 833” bucket, 2 remotes..............$45,900

Ford 4600 1976 diesel, 1 remote, pwr steer.....................$7,500

McCormick C80 2002 2WD, loader,, 1 remote .........................$26,900

Case IH 1640 1986 tuurbo-charrgd, yld monitor ....................$9,500

Case IH 2166 1996 3500 sep, chopper,, rock trrap ...............$35,900

Case IH 6150 2020 coming in earlly 2023...............................comin

Case IH 7010 2007 2288 sep, AFX rotor,, flloaters ..............$89,500

Case IH 7230 2014 2000 coming in earlyy 20233 ...................coming

Case IH 8250 2021 afftter thhe 2022 harrvest...........................coming

Case IH 8250 2021 coming earlyy 20233, 4WD, trracks .........coming

Case IH 8250 coming summer 2023.....................................coming

Case IH 9230 2014 coming in earlly 2023.............................coming

Case IH 1020-17.5’ 1990 mannual foore & afftt ...................................$5,500

Case IH 1020-17.5’ 19933 SCH cuttter bar,, hyd foore & afftt .............$9,500

Case IH 1020 20’ 1989 hyyd foore//aftt flliightiing extensions $4 900

C

G

  
  

 

      

     

  

  

      

        

       

        

  

       

       

      

     

      

     

     

     

     

     

 

      

     

    

      

      

     

     

       

      

       

       

      

       

    

      

 

      

         

      

       

        

       

   

       

  

         

     

     

    

    

 

     

     

      

      

       

         

  

         

   

  

       

     

      

      

 

 

 

   

       

      

       

      

          

          

        

       

       

       

    

 

 

           

           

       

         

   

      

 

     

      

       

      

   

     

      

    

     

      

   

         

 
    

  
        
          
   
     
    

       

  
          
            
      
         

    
      
      

     
     
     

    
      
       
   
       
      

      

  

      

  

 

     

 

 

     

SREGUAU

aa

atlfaa

rf5

raw

aaa

aafaa

aa

faa

n

t

nlt

n

tlf

r/wn

a

ant

talat

$

tanDunhhamm Lehr cultii-mulcher............................................$8,900

Kongskilde 2900 .................................................................$333,900

M&W 1700 Earthhmaster 7 parraboliic shannks, coil tiine hrrw......$15,900

M&W 1465 Earthhmaster 5-shankks on 30”, 4 bar harrrow .............$6,500

DMI 527 Ecolo-tiger 9’wide, 5 shannks on 27”.......................$7,500

DMI 527B Ecolo-tiger 5 shankk w//lleveler,, 17” blades...............$15,900

DMI 730B disk ripper...............................................coming

DMI fiield culttivator 28’widthh, 5-bar spike harrow..............$19,900

DMI chisel 5-shankk ....................................................coming

John Deere 980 21.5’widthh, extremelyy niice ...................$21,900

John Deere 980 21’widthh, 5-bar spike harrow..............$17,900

John Deere 512 2000 7 shankk chisel, 17.5 width ..............$9,900

Mayyratth 10 x 62’ 2018 hyd liftt, swing-away .............................$14,900

Mayyratth 10 x 61’ ..........................................................................coming

Mayyratth 10 x 62’ perfooratted screens, swing-awway.....................$5,900

Mayyratth 10 x 62’ dual augers in swing-awway .............................$3,950

Grain King 10x62’ swiing-awayy, PTO driive...................................$6,250

Hutchison 8x522’ hyd liftt, top driive, PTO...................................$1,590

Mayyratth 8 x 62’ new flliightiing main auuger................................$4,650

Mayyratth 10 x 31’ ..........................................................................coming
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tlffefhCase IH 1020-20 1989 hyyd foore//aftt, flliightiing extensions ..........$4,900

Case IH 1020-20’ 1990 SCH cuttter,, rock guarrd, as-is................$2,000

Case IH 1020-20’ 1994 SCH cuttter,, manuual foore & aftt..............$7,900

Case IH 1020-25’ 1990 hyyd foore//aftt, broken reel bracket..........$2,000

Case IH 1020-30’ 2006 ................................................................$15,900

Case IH 2062-30’ 2007 not yet avvaiilabble to sell.........................$33,900

Case IH 2162-40’ 2013 .................................................................$49,500

Case IH 3162-40’ 2019 40’wide, new guarrds in faall 2020........$59,500

Case IH 3162-45’ coming summer of 2023 ................................coming

MacDon FD140-40’ 2021 coming in earlly 2023.............................coming

MacDon FD75 coming summer of 2022 ................................coming

MacDon FD75 coming in earrly 2023......................................coming Mayyratth 12 x 72 2 liiftt cyliind
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Continued from page 5B
The more he thought

about it, the better he
liked the idea.

Retz said she sends the
list of  ideas out every
year, but Barbre’s
response was unusual.

“He contacted me right
away,” she said.

She sent him informa-
tion she had about
orchards in other commu-
nities and asked him to
develop a plan.

And the phone calls
began.

Barbre called area nurs-
eries and commercial
orchards, the county Pur-
due Extension office, any-
one and everyone he could
think of. 

“I just kept talking
about it,” he said. “They
all loved it.”

It didn’t take long for
him to go back to Retz
with a plan.

Her response was to find
a home for the orchard.

Mary Scott Park is a
grassy slope with a rustic
cabin where longtime
Richmond resident Mary
Scott herself  used to teach
arts and crafts and play
games with neighborhood
children. It’s situated
between a preschool and
public middle school, with
two private schools (one
Catholic, one Friends)
within easy walking dis-
tance.

It fit Barbre’s vision per-
fectly. 

Local experts directed
him to Purdue Universi-
ty’s Peter Hirst, “the apple
czar of  Indiana,” who
advised using dwarf  apple
trees and suggested some
varieties — Crimson
Crisp, Galarina and Pixie
Crunch made the final cut.

Barbre can’t remember
for certain whose idea it
was to plant the trees
espalier style — tying
them to a frame and prun-
ing to control growth so

that the trees spread hori-
zontally across the frame.
This makes both harvest-
ing and maintenance easi-
er, as well as allowing
organizers to get more
trees on the small plot. 

Purdue Professor Emer-
itus Bruce Bordelon
helped with the selection
of  berry bushes and Phil
English of  the Indiana
Audubon Society gave
advice about native plants
for the pollinator garden.

That was typical of  the
kind of  response Barbre
got from his calls. 

“There was never a ‘no’
I heard,” he said.

Richmond High School
environmental science
teacher Rob Bailey stud-
ied with Barbre while
earning a master’s degree
at IU – East.

“When Jay calls me and
he’s asking for some-
thing, I just say yes,” said
Bailey. 

See Fruitful page 8B

Fruitful ...

Volunteers plant dwarf apple
trees at the Mary Scott
Community Orchard in Richmond
on a snowy Earth Day 2022.

Photo provided



By CAROL KUGLER
Herald-Times (Bloomington) 

There’s a different type
of  season in Indiana that
began Sept. 1 and runs
through the end of  the
year. Participants don’t
have to carry a firearm,
muzzleloader or bow and
arrow; instead, all that’s
required is keen eyesight
and lots of  walking
through the woods with a
trowel or knife for digging
that’s required.

The “prey” is a woodland
plant that takes years to
mature. The bright red
berries nestled between
clustered leaves can be dif-
ficult to spot but the
reward is an often-person-
shaped root that’s in high
demand and expensive.

The plant, ginseng,
grows in the shaded forest
floors in the eastern por-
tion of  North America,
where people have harvest-
ed it for generations.
The Convention on Inter-
national Trade in Endan-
gered Species (CITES)
Treaty regulates the har-
vesting, sale and distribu-
tion of  ginseng.

Wild ginseng in Indiana
is considered a vulnerable
species by the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service, which
limits the export of  wild
ginseng to roots that are at
least four years old.

Laura Minzes is the
state’s ginseng coordinator
with the Indiana Depart-
ment of  Natural
Resources’ nature pre-
serves division. She’s in
charge of  keeping track of
how much ginseng, both
wild and cultivated, is har-
vested each year. Besides
ensuring the roots harvest-
ed are the correct age, she’s
also looking out for the sur-
vival of  the species.

In 2021, there were
215,000 pounds of  wild gin-
seng harvested in Indiana
and a little over 15 pounds
of  cultivated ginseng.
Minzes said those figures
are on par with the ginseng
taken in the past three
years. She explained culti-
vated ginseng, which is
grown as an agricultural

crop, is popular in north-
ern Wisconsin.

The season for harvest-
ing ginseng in Indiana
runs Sept. 1 through Dec.
31. Any plant that’s har-
vested — in order to take
the roots, the plant is killed
— must have at least three
clusters, known as prongs,
of  leaves. That ensures the
plant is at least four years
old. Each of  the prongs has
five leaves. Oftentimes the
red berries or remaining
seeds are hidden in the
space between the leaf
clusters.

With the cooler tempera-
tures, many of  the ginseng
leaves are beginning to
turn yellow, making them
easier to spot in the under-
growth of  wooded areas.
Brent Duncan, owner
of  Duncan’s Botanical
Products in Smithville,
knows how to locate them
in the woods outside of  his
business. He’s one of  Indi-
ana’s 19 ginseng dealers,
having taken over his
father’s business, which
was established in 1972.

Duncan said most people
dig about a half-pound of
ginseng in a day. But it can
add up, as Duncan proved,
showing a plastic bag with
about 38 pounds of  fresh
ginseng that he said was
worth about $7,000. Those
roots will be worth even
more after they are dried,
which Duncan said makes
each root worth about $600
a pound instead of  $180-
$200.

“It’s basically a veg-
etable,” Duncan said. “You
can’t keep it more than
three weeks.”

Duncan said it’s essen-
tial to dry roots before ship-
ping them, so they’ll last.
He has two primary cus-
tomers he sells ginseng to,
and those roots travel to
Hong Kong and are sold
throughout Southeast
Asia. The roots are prima-
rily used in tea and for
cooking as a medicinal
additive, he said. About
one-third of  Duncan’s busi-
ness is dealing with gin-
seng, which amounts to
about 1,000 pounds of  roots

a year. While some of  the
roots are only about five
years old, Duncan has at
least one root that has bud
scars that show it’s proba-
bly about 40 years old. Even
so, the root isn’t as large as
some other roots he has
that are much younger.

“Age has nothing to do
with the size of  the root,”
he explained, adding it’s
the growing conditions,
especially the soil, that
makes the difference.

Duncan knows that, in
large part, because he’s
purchasing ginseng roots
from people in some 30
Indiana counties. The busi-
ness is time consuming, he
said. There’s a lot of  risk
involved because the mar-
kets fluctuate and there are
state and federal regula-
tions that must be met.

COVID-19 slowed produc-
tion for the past couple of
years, Duncan said. He
believes that was due to
both people catching
COVID as well as receiving
more government money,
lessening the need to sell
ginseng and other roots.

Mike Bartlett, who
works for Duncan, agreed
the past couple of  years
were a little slower. “This
year it’s been better,”
Bartlett said.

Both Duncan and
Bartlett shared how impor-
tant it is for people digging
up ginseng to properly
plant the red ripe berries
and seeds near where they
dig up the plant. Placing
the seeds in the hole left by
the plant isn’t the correct
way to ensure more gin-
seng grows in future years,
Duncan said. Instead, he
advises people to rake back
the leaves in an area, dig
into the soil in a line that’s
about a half-inch deep and
then plant the seeds.

In the past few years,
Minzes has overseen mov-
ing all the data for ginseng
to an online form, which
has helped law enforce-
ment officials more quick-
ly see what’s been harvest-
ed, where and by whom.

“Today it’s at their fin-
gertips, they can literally
get it in seconds,” Minzes
explained, adding, “There
was a lot of  illicit activity
going on … similar to with
the scrap metal industry.”

But that has diminished,
she said, with improved
access to current data.

For anyone looking to go
out to harvest ginseng,
they should know they can-
not harvest it on federal
property, including in
the Hoosier National For-
est, or on state property,
including state forests and
parks. Anyone hunting for
it on private property must
have written permission
from the landowner.
All harvesting must take
place between Sept. 1 and
Dec. 31. Each of  the plants
must have at least three
prongs and each prong
must have five leaves.

The Indiana Department
of  Natural Resources has a
list of  the regulations on
its web page

on ginseng at bit.ly/3y6Voy
S. Lt. Angela Goldman,
with the DNR law enforce-
ment, said there are two
major things law enforce-
ment is looking for this
time of  year: people
who harvested ginseng
before the season began
and people who are hunt-
ing ginseng without per-
mission or on state proper-
ty.

Goldman explained har-
vesting ginseng before
the season begins is ille-
gal because the fruit and
seeds aren’t yet mature
and therefore new plants
can’t grow in place of  the
ones that are harvested.
It’s a problem before
Sept. 1, not after the sea-
son ends on Dec. 31
because once ginseng
plants lose their leaves,
it’s almost impossible to
locate them.

Property owners who
have trail cams this time of
year will contact state law
enforcement when they see
people out digging on their
land, Goldman said. “Right
now is the height of  gin-
seng season, now that it’s
cooling down. … We’ve got
lots of  diggers out there
now.”

Oftentimes people with-
out permission will work
in a two-person unit, with
one driving the car and the
other hunting for ginseng
so there’s no vehicle
stopped beside the road.

She said any property
owner who sees someone
walking on their land with
a trowel, knife or bag with
roots, is encouraged to call
the DNR central dispatch
center at (812) 837-9536.
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260-726-3333

Store Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat 9-2, Closed Sunday

Continued from page 6B
“These ideas he comes up with

— I just go along for the ride.”
Bailey has a unique relation-

ship with the orchard because
he lives nearby.

“I can see it from the middle
of  the street in front of  my
house,” he said.

He sees himself  as a kind of
neighborhood ambassador for
the project. 

Bailey hopes his neighbors’
interest in the project will grow.
He’s noticed more people stop-
ping by to look around. 

The orchard has a perimeter
fence, but the gate is unlocked.
Currently, signs offer informa-
tion about the plantings. There
are plans for a QR code “tour” of
the pollinator garden. There are
benches for relaxing. Area
artists have painted pictures
inspired by the community
vision. The local library is devel-
oping a story walk — a series of
signs around the orchard
designed to get people of  all ages
talking about what they are see-
ing and experiencing.

And next summer, there

should be a lot more fruit to
pick. 

Mindy Wampler, another
teacher involved with the proj-
ect, is confident the apples will
spark even more community
interest because anyone can
come in and pick them. At no
charge. 

“Anytime anyone hears the
word ‘free,’ their ears prick up,”
she said.

Wampler teaches applied
skills for Richmond Community
Schools’ Exceptional Student
Education department. Working

in the orchard has had a pro-
found effect on her students,
who have helped with planting
and maintenance from the
beginning.

“They feel a part of  it,” she
said. “They know that their help
is needed.”

After a unit on butterflies,
Wampler’s students visited the
pollinator garden and under-
stood what they’d learned in a
different way.

“It’s bringing the classroom
alive,” she said.

As the orchard continues to

grow, Barbre hopes this kind
of  opportunity will be avail-
able to more and more stu-
dents. 

But that will require effort —
physical upkeep of  the area
and a continued search for
funds for improvement. An
orchard in disrepair, Retz
warns, could be removed.

Barbre is undaunted.
From the beginning, he said,

“I very much believed it was
possible to do, but I knew I
couldn’t do it by myself.”

He didn’t have to.

Fruitful ...

Photo provided

Shawn Johnson shows off some of the raspberries he picked at the Mary Scott Community Orchard in Richmond. Raspberry bushes provided an
abundant harvest this year. Trees, which take a bit longer to mature, produced a dozen apples.


