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James Coleman, 82, Port-
land

Max Miller, 79, rural
Dunkirk

Christina Eicher, 9, rural
Bryant

William Bailey, 62, Union
City

Details on page 2.

The high temperature
topped out at 40 degrees Mon-
day in Jay County. The low
was 22.

There is a chance of  snow
showers tonight with a low of
31. Expect a high of  34
Wednesday with more snow
showers possible.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

A computer (or user) error
caused an issue with the file
that contained the story about
Monday’s Jay County Com-
missioners meeting. We are
working to recover that file for
publication of  the story later
in the week.

Wednesday — Coverage of
tonight’s Portland City Coun-
cil work session regarding its
golf  cart ordinance.

Friday — Results from
Thursday’s JCHS girls
wrestling meet against Colum-
bia City.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

One of  the goals identified ear-
lier this year was improvement
of  school facilities.

Jay School Board got a review
Monday of  possible upgrades to
outdoor athletic facilities at Jay
County Junior-Senior High
School.

Athletics director Steve Boozi-
er presented the board with a
series of  immediate, intermedi-
ate and long-term goals for the
football, baseball, softball and
soccer fields, track and tennis
courts.

The board also heard from
director of  special education
Annie Van Horn about a pro-
posed change to the Jay Schools
attendance policy and OK’d new
courses for high school students.

After the school board final-
ized its goals in May, Jay School
Corporation superintendent
Jeremy Gulley tasked Boozier
with evaluating facilities and cre-
ating a list broken down into
items that need to be addressed
immediately, those that are next
on the list and those that are
future wishes.

“I think it’s fair to say that our

athletic facilities for the last 47
years have been maintained, but
they haven’t been changed or
altered very much,” said Boozier.
“And we’re nearing the end of
the life for several of  those facili-
ties.”

His athletic facility improve-
ment plan broke down as follows:

Immediate — Replace softball
field fence, refurbish and expand

dugouts and add drop-down bat-
ting cages in the auxiliary gym
(to be shared with baseball);
inspect tennis courts and make a
decision on resurfacing or
replacing them; add fencing
around soccer complex; deter-
mine whether to continue with a
grass football field or replace it
with turf; reconstruct the long
jump runway and pit, and level
discus and shot put areas for
track; and refurbish or replace
the warning track, infield dirt
and outfield fence at the baseball
field.

Intermediate — Add lights to
softball, soccer and baseball
fields; add two additional drop-
down batting cages in the auxil-
iary gym (for a total of  four);
resurface or replace tennis
courts; replace soccer press box;

replace track; and replace out-
field fence at baseball field.

Long-term — Renovate football
stadium to flip home stands to
the opposite side of  field, con-
struct new press box and build
new locker
room/concession/restroom
building; replace softball press
box; build new
concession/restrooms for soccer
fields; refurbish baseball press
box and build restrooms (to be
shared with football/track); con-
sider turf  for baseball and soft-
ball fields.

“A lot of  possibilities here,”
said Boozier. “Kind of  a combina-
tion of  a wish list, things to think
about, but we do need to start
moving on our outdoor facili-
ties.”

See Projects page 2

Facility projects laid out

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

DUNKIRK — Council
members spend Monday
evening working on ways
to improve the city.

Dunkirk City Council
approved one downtown
revitalization loan and dis-
cussed another, approved
paying for work to clean
up properties where hous-
es were damaged by fire
and was presented with an
estimate for renovations to
the city building.

Darrin and Eleathia
Harding, who own Sculpt
Fitness in Dunkirk,
requested a downtown
revitalization loan of
$25,000 to help get a new
business started. They
plan to open Healthy
Twist, a frozen yogurt
shop, at 127 N. Main St.

The funds would go
toward various upgrades,
including flooring and a
new heating and cooling
system.

Council members Jesse
Bivens, Bryan Jessup, Tom
Johnson, Kevin Hamilton
and Christy Curts
approved a $25,000, five-
year loan at no interest as
long as payments are made
regularly and on time.

“This is kind of  a no-
brainer,” said Jessup.
“This is the whole purpose
of  having this money to
begin with.”

Dunkirk Mayor Jack
Robbins noted that The
Pink Barn owned by
Kayci Zimmerman is
seeking a loan with the
same terms for freezers,
shelving, a room addition
and other upgrades. City
attorney Wes Scheme-
naur will review the
request and return with a
contract for council to
take action on at its next
meeting.

Council also discussed
the clean up of  properties
at 207 Broad Street, 506 S.
Main St. and 115 W. Jay St.
after they were damaged
by fire.

See Council page 2
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Selling scarves
Sandy Hawk, Sharon James and Jennifer James speak with Norm Zahn of Coldwater Creek Alpaca Farm about his

handmade scarves. Local residents and others trekked through the snow Saturday for the Delts’ Holiday Crafts and Gifts
Show hosted by Delta Theta Tau sorority at Jay County High School.

By MARIANNA SOTOMAYOR
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Republi-
cans early Tuesday were on the
cusp of  winning back the House
majority, after competitive races
were settled in three states,
pushing them to 215 seats, three
shy of  the number needed to
clinch control.

The Washington Post reported
projected victories on Monday
or early Tuesday for Republican
Rep. David Schweikert in Ari-
zona’s 1st Congressional Dis-
trict; Republican Juan Cisco-
mani in Arizona’s 6th Congres-
sional District; Republican
Brandon Williams in New York’s
22nd Congressional District;
and Republican Lori Chavez-
DeRemer in Oregon’s 5th Con-
gressional District.

The Post has not reported a
projected House majority for
either party. The individual pro-
jected wins edged the GOP clos-
er to the 218 seats necessary for
a majority. Even as Republicans
closed in on victory, GOP lead-
ers were eyeing a narrow advan-

tage — one that is shaping up to
be much slimmer than many in
the party had hoped. Democrats
have won a sizable number of
competitive races, causing dis-
appointment and friction in the
GOP.

Democrats have secured 205
seats so far, after The Post
reported Monday that Andrea
Salinas (D) was projected to win
in Oregon’s new 6th Congres-
sional District.

Vote counting continued one
week after Election Day, in what
has turned out to be a historic
midterm year. Republicans are
leading in six congressional dis-
tricts where The Washington
Post has not reported a project-
ed winner, including four where

they lead by at least five per-
centage points.

History shows the president’s
party tends to suffer significant
losses in midterm elections. But
this year, Democrats have held
their own in many key races.
Some Republicans have seen
this election season as under-
whelming, given their expecta-
tions earlier this year of  flip-
ping scores of  seats.

Republican leaders anticipate
a final tally of  220 to 223 seats, a
House majority and an increase
from the 212 they held in Janu-
ary 2021, but significantly lower
than estimates that they would
win over two dozen, according
to numerous House GOP cam-
paign strategists. Over the

weekend, The Post reported that
Democrats were projected to
retain control of  the Senate,
dashing Republican hopes of  a
complete takeover on Capitol
Hill.

While many vulnerable Demo-
cratic incumbents were able to
hold on and some of  the party’s
candidates flipped districts this
cycle, the latest House race
results made it clear that
Democrats’ path to retaining a
majority had shrunk consider-
ably.

This afternoon, Republicans
are set to meet to debate and
elect their leaders for the 118th
Congress, which will be sworn
in early next year. House Minor-
ity Leader Kevin McCarthy (Cal-
ifornia), who has sought the
speakership for years, will be
challenged by former House
Freedom Caucus chair Andy
Biggs (Arizona), as the staunch-
ly conservative group tries to
prove that McCarthy cannot gar-
ner the 218 floor votes necessary
to become speaker on Jan. 3.

See Control page 5

Republicans nearing House control

Boozier provides
overview for outdoor
athletic improvements

GOP needs three more seats
as votes continue to be counted

Hardings
plan to open
frozen yogurt

shop on
Main Street

Dunkirk
council
OKs loan
for new
business
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James Coleman
Sept. 29, 1940-Nov. 13, 2022

James Harold Coleman, age
82, of  Portland passed away on
Sunday, Nov. 13, 2022, at his resi-
dence.  

He was born in Columbus,
Ohio, on Sept. 29, 1940, the son
of  James and Alice (Mullet)
Coleman. He was married to
Rebecca Lynn Hopkins who sur-
vives.

James served in the U.S. Navy
from 1957 to 1961. He was retired

as a truck driver
with First Fleet
and owned and
operated Memory
Lane retail store.
James enjoyed
camping, fishing,
riding motorcy-
cles and winter-
ing in Florida.

Surviving are his wife Becky;
two sons, Kevin Coleman of
High View, West Virginia, and
Kurt Coleman of  Huntertown,
Indiana; stepson Damion Lewis

of  Portland; stepdaughter
Danielle Lewis of  Portland;
four grandchildren, Jamie
Lamm, Lance Coleman, Justice
Day and Grant Lewis; and 11
great-grandchildren.

Memorial services will be
held at a later date.

Memorials can be made to the
Jay County Humane Society.

Baird-Freeman Funeral
Home is handling the arrange-
ments.

Condolences may be
expressed at bairdfreeman.com.

Max J. Miller, rural Dunkirk,
Sept. 11, 1943-Nov. 11, 2022.
Services were this morning at
Walker & Glancy Funeral Home,
109 W. Windsor St., Montpelier.
Christina D. Eicher, rural

Bryant, Aug. 9, 2013-Nov. 12,
2022. Services will be 9 a.m.
Wednesday at the David MK Eich-
er residence, 040 E. 800 North,
Bryant.
William “Bill” J. Bailey, Union

City, a Portland native, May 10,
1960-Nov. 4, 2022. Services will
be at 2 p.m. Friday at Williamson-

Spencer and Penrod Funeral
Home in Portland. 

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those
with a connection to our cover-
age area free of  charge. 

They include the name, city
of  residence, birth/death date
and time/date/location of  serv-
ices.

There is a charge for obituar-
ies, which are accepted only
from funeral homes or mortu-
ary services.

Obituaries

Coleman

Tuesday
6 p.m. — Portland City

Council work session,
Hinkle, Racster and
Schemenaur conference
room, 121 W. High St.,
Portland.

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, Port-
land Municipal Airport,
661 W. 100 North.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Commissioners and Jay
County Council joint
session, auditorium,

courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

6:20 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

Thursday
12 p.m. — Jay County

Redevelopment Com-
mission, commission-
ers’ room, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

6 p.m. — Redkey Town
Council, park cabin, 200
S. Mooney St., Redkey.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................6.69
Dec. corn ..................6.71
Wheat ......................6.54

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................6.74
Dec. corn ..................6.69
Jan. corn ..................6.63

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................6.43
Dec. corn ..................6.48
Beans ......................14.09
Dec. beans ..............14.29

Wheat ...................... 7.65
Dec. wheat .............. 7.65

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................6.44
Late Nov. corn ........6.44
Beans ......................14.25
Late Nov. beans......14.25
July wheat................8.15

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.13
Dec. corn ..................6.23
Beans ......................14.05
Dec. beans ..............14.10
Wheat ......................7.63

In 1777, the Articles
of  Confederation were
adopted by the Second
Continental Congress. It
took more than three
years for them to be rati-
fied by the states on
March 1, 1781. (They
were replaced by the
Constitution eight years
later.)
In 1959, the Clutter

family was found mur-
dered at their Kansas
farm. Their story and
that of  the capture, con-
viction and execution of
two drifters for their
deaths, inspired the Tru-
man Capote nonfiction
novel “In Cold Blood.”
In 1972, Portland Park

Board outlined its 20-year

plan that included more
neighborhood parks, pic-
nic areas, volleyball/bad-
minton courts, basket-
ball courts, softball fields,
a lighted ice skating rink
and a public golf  course.
In 2001, Microsoft

released the Xbox video
game console.
In 2021, Jay School

Board agreed to donate
the former Judge Haynes
Elementary School build-
ing to The Portland Foun-
dation if  a county effort
to create a child care
facility moved forward.
After it stalled, the foun-
dation purchased the
building for $35,000 in
August 2022.

—The CR

CR almanac

34/26 34/18 25/13 29/14 28/15
There’s a

20% chance
of snow
Wednesday
under mostly
cloudy skies.

Sunday’s
weather
should be
mostly sunny
with tempera-
tures staying
below freez-
ing.

Mostly
sunny skies
are on the
horizon for
Saturday with
a low in the
low teens.

Thursday’s
forecast
shows mostly
cloudy skies
with wind
gusts up to 20
mph.

Friday
looks to be
partly sunny,
with a high in
the mid 20s.
The low may
hit 13.

Wednesday
11/16

Thursday
11/17

Friday
11/18

Saturday
11/19

Sunday
11/20

Powerball
Monday
19-35-53-54-67
Powerball: 21
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot: $76

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$207 million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 5-7-5
Daily Four: 9-9-9-4
Quick Draw: 1-3-5-13-

20-22-30-36-40-42-44-45-50-
58-65-69-71-73-77-78

Evening
Daily Three: 1-7-1
Daily Four: 5-8-5-4
Quick Draw: 3-4-8-15-

17-23-24-25-26-28-38-40-42-
59-61-63-70-75-78-79

Cash 5: 18-20-24-32-39
Estimated jackpot:

$153,500

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 4-8-1
Pick 4: 0-0-7-5
Pick 5: 7-6-2-2-2
Evening
Pick 3: 7-9-9
Pick 4: 2-0-2-5
Pick 5: 9-1-5-0-6
Rolling Cash 5: 4-11-16-

20-34
Estimated jackpot:

$150,000
Classic Lotto: 9-10-30-

37-39-40
Kicker: 6-8-3-6-4-7
Jackpot: $1.4 million

Lotteries

Battery
A Portland man was

arrested Friday for battery
committed in the presence
of  a child younger than 16
years old.

Kenneth E. Lundberg, 29,
128 W. Third St., was
charged in Jay Superior
Court with a Level 6 felony.

He was released on a
$3,000 bond from Jay Coun-
ty Jail.

Methamphetamine
A Dunkirk man was

arrested Monday for pos-
session of  methampheta-
mine.

Rusty J. Keener, 47, 712 N.
Main St., was charged in
Jay Superior Court with a
Level 6 felony for the
alleged crime, along with a
Class C misdemeanor for
possession of  parapherna-
lia and a Class A infraction
for driving with a suspend-
ed license.

He’s being held on a
$3,000 bond in Jay County
Jail.

Felony arrests

Continued from page 1
Robbins noted that addi-

tional properties will be
cleaned up on Palace and
Indiana streets.

It approved paying up to
$65,000 for the clean-up
effort. (Robbins had esti-
mated it would cost $50,000
for the five properties but
said Monday with increas-
ing costs it may exceed that
amount.)

There was also discus-
sion about whether the city
would be paid back for the
costs it incurred to remove
debris from those sites.
Schemenaur explained that
property owners are billed
and a tax lien placed on the
properties. Answering a
question from clerk-trea-
surer Tina Elliott, he con-
firmed that the city has the
option to file lawsuits in
order to attempt to recoup
the funds. Johnson suggest-
ed that the city could also
pursue agreements with
property owners to turn
over the deeds to the city,
which could then sell the
lots.

Robbins also provided
council with an estimate of

$132,000 for extension reno-
vations to the city building
that would include new
flooring, paint, LED light-
ing, windows and other
upgrades. He asked for
more time to review the
estimate before moving for-
ward. (Council approved an
additional appropriation of
$19,500 for work already
completed on the exterior
of  the city building.)

In other business, coun-
cil:

•Approved the following:
the purchase of  a new sys-
tem for filling air tanks at
the fire department from
Pro Air at a cost of  $40,800;
payments of  $38,774 to Culy
Contracting of  Winchester
for the installation of  a new
valve and hydrant near
West Jay Elementary
School and $2,501 to Water
Solutions for chemicals for
the water department;
accepting bids for the sale
of  three city vehicles — a
truck, a police vehicle and a
dump truck — with bid
opening set for the Dec. 12
council meeting; a $200
donation to a softball tour-
nament in support of

Dunkirk Volunteer Fire
Department’s Toys for Tots
program.

•Heard from Robbins that
there is interest in upgrad-
ing units at one of  the city’s
trailer courts and purchas-
ing another. He suggested
council review its ordi-
nance regarding the facili-
ties. Council plans to do so
at its next meeting.

•Made changes to its
meeting schedule because
of  conflicts. The meeting
scheduled for Nov. 28 has
been canceled because it
falls on the same night as
the city’s Feel the Warmth
of  Christmas event. (It will
run from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
with Santa arriving at 5:30
p.m. and a tree-lighting cer-
emony at 6 p.m.) The meet-
ing scheduled for Dec. 26,
which is a national holiday
because Christmas falls on
Sunday, has been moved to
7 p.m. Dec. 27.

•Heard from Robbins new
gas lines are being installed
along Broad Street and an
alley that runs a half-block
west of  Main Street.

•Paid claims totaling
$381,582.51.

Lost control
An Eaton teenager lost control of

the vehicle he was driving near the
intersection of  Indiana 26 and Indi-
ana 67 about 7:50 p.m. Saturday.

Dalton Swafford, 17, was driving
around a curve on Indiana 26 and
approaching the intersection with
Indiana 67. He lost control of  the
2017 Jeep Compass he was driving

and went off  the road, hitting a
sign.

Damage is estimated between
$2,500 and $5,000. The vehicle was
towed.

Wednesday
Eicher, Christina: 9 a.m.,

David MK Eicher residence, 040

E. 800 North, Bryant. 

Monroe, Phyllis: 1 p.m.,

Williamson, Spencer and Penrod

Funeral Home, 190 S. Union St.,

Pennville.

Friday
Brunson, Rebecca: 11 a.m.,

Hillcrest Cemetery, Redkey. 

Miller, Max: 2 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod

Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-

merce St., Portland.

Saturday
Study, Jon: 11 a.m., First

United Methodist Church, 215 S.

Center Ave., Gaylord, Michigan. 

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICESCouncil ...

Capsule Reports

Continued from page 1
Boozier’s presentation

came a month after con-
sulting firm Baker Tilly
updated the school board
about its bond debt. The
corporation has annual
debt service of  just over $5
million, with that number
expected to drop to about
$4.25 million in 2027, $2.2
million in 2028 and zero in
2033 as various loans and
bonds are paid off.

Gulley explained Mon-
day that as those bonds
are paid off  there is oppor-
tunity for new projects,
both for schools and ath-
letic facilities, without

increasing the current tax
rate.

He and others noted the
expansion of  programs at
the junior-senior high
school with seventh and
eighth graders moved to
the facility and the addi-
tion of  a junior high base-
ball program. (Junior
high softball and junior
high soccer could soon fol-
low.)

Boozier also explained a
plan to bring back fifth
and sixth grade basketball
programs. (They got lost
in the shuffle as schools
were consolidated — it
resulted in the shift of

sixth graders back to ele-
mentary schools from
middle schools as the
county reduced from
seven elementary schools
to five — in the midst of
the coronavirus pandem-
ic.) It calls for implement-
ing a countywide program
with practices to be held
at East Jay and West Jay
elementary schools.

Van Horn brought a pro-
posed policy update to the
board regarding atten-
dance, noting that rates
have not bounced back fol-
lowing the coronavirus
pandemic shutdowns.

Before COVID-19, atten-

dance rates hovered
around 94%. They
dropped to less than 80%
at the height of  the pan-
demic. This year, they
remain below 90%, which
junior-senior high princi-
pal Chad Dodd said is well
below the state average.

The proposal calls for a
change in excused
absences, which are now
granted if  a parent calls
the school. (School offi-
cials said that policy is
being abused in some
cases, with one student
already at 50 absences for
the current school year.)

See Project page 5

Projects ...



Flu season may impact blood
supply.

The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention predicts a serious flu
spread this winter, with cases already
pouring in from several states,

according to a press release from
American Red Cross. Illnesses could
decrease the number of  donors.

American Red Cross is offering $10
e-gift cards for blood donors in the
month of  November. For those who

donate between Nov. 23 and Nov. 27,
they will also receive a knit beanie.

To schedule a donation appoint-
ment, use the donor application, visit
RedCrossBlood.org or call 800-733-
2767.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

THE LANDING — A 12-
step program for those in
sixth through 12th grade
will meet at 5:55 p.m. each
Tuesday at 2nd Chance at
Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 703-0777 or (260) 726-
5273.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call

Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. each Tuesday at
Church of  God of  Prophe-
cy, 797 N. Creagor Ave. in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-9334.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon

each Wednesday at Har-
mony Cafe, 121 N. Meridi-
an St. 

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

STRESS AND ANXIETY
CLASS — Meets each
Wednesday at 2nd Chance
at Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 726-9625 or (260) 703-
0534.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-

land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

EN AVANT CLUB —
Meets at 1 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month.

ORGAN TRANSPLANT
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet at 3 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month
in the IU Health Blackford
main conference room.

JAY COUNTY HUMANE
SOCIETY — Will meet at
5:30 p.m. the third Thurs-
day of  each month at Jay
County Public Library.
The public is welcome.

NATIONAL SOCIETY
OF THE DAUGHTERS OF
THE AMERICAN REVO-
LUTION, MISSISSINEWA
CHAPTER — Will meet at
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 17,
at Jay County Historical
Museum. Jim Waechter of
Museum of  the Solider
will be the speaker. Any
woman 18 or older who can
prove lineage to a Revolu-
tionary War patriot may
join. For more informa-
tion, call Kathy Selman at
(260) 251-1694 or Sue Som-
mers at (260) 726-2678.

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. the third Thursday of
the month at Portland
Lions Civic Center, 307 W.
100 North. 
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Open to residents of Jay, Randolph, Adams, Delaware, Blackford and Wells

counties in Indiana, also Mercer and Darke counties in Ohio. Former area

residents who are subscribers to The Commercial Review may also enter.

Selected entries will be published in The CR’s annual Christmas Greetings

special section. The first-place entry will also receive $250.

Original short stories with a Christmas theme or setting should be emailed

to news@thecr.com by Dec. 9. Each entry should bear the writer’s name, com-

plete address and telephone number.

The 2021 winner

“Gifts of Love 

for Angie”
By Mary T. Hemmelgarn

Entry Deadline is Dec. 9, 2022.

Announcing
The Commercial Review’s

24thAnnual

Christmas Fiction Contest

Community Calendar

DEAR ABBY: I had a
close friend, “Kayleigh,”
for about 10 years. She
helped me through tough
times and was always
there for me. Now I feel
like she has turned into
someone else. For the last
six months, she has been
putting down everyone I
love, even in front of  my
daughter. She sees no
problem with it, nor does
she have any remorse. 

Kayleigh doesn’t have a
healthy relationship with
her family or in her love
life. I believe I’m her only
friend. When she does
this, I feel like she’s disre-
specting me. I have talked
to her about it, but she
never apologizes. She gets
defensive and says it’s
“just her opinion, it
shouldn’t matter and I
shouldn’t stay mad.”

I have told Kayleigh
things in confidence, but
she’s thrown them in my
face, which made me feel
insecure and small. I no
longer talk to her about
these issues because
sometimes she brings it
up with a jab. I can’t be
friends with someone
who acts this way. I have
stopped talking to her, but
now I’m having a hard
time not feeling guilty.
Advice? — FRIENDLESS
IN MISSOURI

DEAR FRIENDLESS:
Why would you contin-
ue to confide in some-
one who might use the
information to make
you feel bad? Backing
away from a relation-
ship like that is
healthy. I have said
before that not all
friendships last forever,
and this appears to be
one of  them. 
Kayleigh’s refusal to

apologize if  you tell
her she has made you
feel disrespected indi-
cates she doesn’t care
about the effect her
comment had on you.
Quit flogging yourself
and get on with your
life. 

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by

Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.

Dear
Abby

Friend’s criticisms
become too much

By DIANA DOLECKI
Special to The Commercial Review

The first real snow of  the sea-
son is silently and gently falling
down as I type. All the leaves that
didn’t fly away in the wind are
covered in white. The cold weath-
er is a shock after temperatures
were in the low 70s just a few days
ago.

Aside from the sheer beauty of
the snow, it makes me grateful
that I no longer have to work for a
living. 

Well, that isn’t quite true. I do
gather letters into words and
words into sentences in hope that
you find my words entertaining
and occasionally enlightening.
But I don’t have to go outside to
do it.

I went grocery shopping yester-
day. As I was going in, a couple
was coming out. The guy was
pushing a woman in a wheel-
chair. She had her feet propped
on a grocery cart and her hands
on the handle. I smiled at them as
I remembered pushing my mom
while she guided the cart. She
never put her feet up and would
stop on a dime and I would
impale myself  on the handles of
her chair. She also had a habit of
pulling the brakes on her wheel-
chair whenever she wanted to
stop and look at something.

It never occurred to her to tell
me she wanted to stop. That
would have been too easy. For

many months after she died, I
would see a woman with snowy
white hair and a blue baseball
cap racing through a store in a
wheelchair while people fled
from her path. For the smallest
second, I would think it was her.
Perhaps she was messing with
me from the afterlife.

I miss the days when we would
get together to go Christmas
shopping. It was usually cold and
snowy, much like today. I would
drive. Sometimes we would go to
Richmond, Dayton, Ohio, or
wherever she wanted to go.

Shopping online is not the
same. There is no Christmas
music playing in the background.
There is no cardboard cutout for
Mom to point at and tell me that
it is too bad I don’t look like that.
Mom has been gone a long time
and I am always surprised at
what brings her to mind.

The Christmas cactus that my
brother and his wife gave me for
Christmas several years ago has
begun blooming. That is a signal
that I need to get busy and begin
preparing for Christmas. The

remnants of  snow that are still
hanging around in random blobs
are also saying that summer is
officially over and I need to quit
procrastinating.

A few years ago I asked if  my
brothers and their families
would agree to not buy gifts for
me and my husband. It seems
that when I think I finally have
the perfect gift for them it is
greeted with a quizzical look.
Then I have to explain my rea-
soning, and I know that the gift
will be tossed aside, never to be
seen again.

In all fairness, their gifts to me
often elicit the same response.
Therefore, why bother? It is their
presence, not presents, that I
crave.

The only shopping I do is for
my hubby, the grandchildren and
their parents. The children are
past the age where the latest toy
is the perfect gift. They are at the
age where I have no idea what to
get for them. Daughter Beth is
not much help. One year she said
to get crazy socks for everybody.
They all thought I had lost my
mind.

One way or another, gifts will
be purchased and mailed. The
wrapping paper will hide some-
where that it won't be found for
months and months. The holi-
days will be here before we know
it and there is much to be done to
prepare.

As I
See It

It’s the holiday season

Donate to prevent shortage
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By MATT HAWKINS
I recently attended my 25-year

high school reunion in Win-
chester, Indiana — a town with
fewer than 5,000 residents.

Aside from sharing the
expected sentiments of, “Wow,
we’re old. How did this hap-
pen?”, being with my class-
mates resurfaced old feelings of
self-doubt.

The truth was I could not
focus on school because I was a
gay kid in small-town Indiana
in the 1980s and ’90s. I survived
the bullying by becoming as
emotionally detached as possi-
ble. I kept my circle of  friends
very small, and I didn’t even

allow that group to truly see me.
I wanted to be anywhere but
school because the school envi-
ronment was painful. 

My class had 121 students. I
graduated 100 out of  121. For
years, counselors and teachers
told me that I was “not college
material.” While they didn’t

expressly say it, what I heard
was, “You are dumb; you are not
smart enough for college.” I did-
n’t know any better, and my
grades backed up what they told
me.

My mother and grandfather,
however, told me something dif-
ferent. “You’re going to college.
You are capable.”

I entered college on academic
probation, and I thrived in a
new environment in which
counselors, professors and my
peers saw me as college materi-
al. I was finally able to blend
into the background, giving me
space to focus on my studies. I
graduated college, got a job and

made mentors and friends who
continued to believe in me.

In my career in higher educa-
tion settings, I’ve seen many
students thrive despite the neg-
ative and inaccurate labels oth-
ers have placed on them, and
the uncertainty they have had
to overcome.

Everyone has their own path
in life, and some have no desire
to seek education beyond high
school. But, if  you’re opting out
of  college because of  self-doubt,
choose to believe in yourself
instead. You absolutely can do
it, and it will change your life,
not just because of  the creden-
tial or degree you will earn and

the doors that will be opened for
you, but also because of  the peo-
ple you will meet along the way.

Your journey through educa-
tion might also impact others.
You may influence friends,
coworkers, even your own chil-
dren to attend college someday.

If  that’s the case, lead by
example. Others pay close atten-
tion to your actions, not just
your thoughts or opinions of
yourself.

••••••••••
Hawkins is executive vice pres-

ident and chief  of  staff  at Ivy
Tech Community College. He can
be reached at
matthawkins@ivytech.edu.

Find a way to overcome self doubt

VOLUME 149–NUMBER 141
TUESDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 15, 2022

The Commercial Review is published daily except
Sundays, Mondays and four holidays (New Year’s Day,
Fourth of  July, Thanksgiving and Christmas) by The
Graphic Printing Co. Inc., 309 W. Main St., Portland,
Indiana 47371. Periodical postage paid (USPS 125820) at
Portland, Indiana. Postmaster: Send address changes to
The Commercial Review, 309 W. Main St., P.O. Box 1049,
Portland, Indiana 47371 or call (260) 726-8141. 

We welcome letters to the editor. Letters should be
700 words or fewer, signed and include a phone number
for verification purposes. We reserve the right to edit
letters for content and clarity. Email letters to
news@thecr.com. www.thecr.com

The Commercial Review
HUGH N. RONALD (1911-1983), Publisher Emeritus

JOHN C. “JACK” RONALD (1948-2022), Publisher Emeritus

LOUISE RONALD
Board president

RAY COONEY
Editor and publisher

TONIA HARDY
Business manager

BRIAN DODD
Production manager

US PS 125820

Subscription rates
Internet-only: Three days – $3; Monthly auto-pay – $10; 13

weeks – $32; six months – $60; one year – $108.
City (walking – where available): Monthly auto-pay – $11;

13 weeks – $35; six months – $66; one year – $118.
Motor route (where available): Monthly auto-pay – $12; 13

weeks – $43; six months – $72; one year – $136.
Mail: Monthly auto-pay – $13; 13 weeks – $47; six months –

$78; one year – $147.
Home delivery problems:  Call (260) 251-9588

“Were it left for me to decide whether we should have
government without newspapers or newspapers without
government I should not hesitate to prefer the latter.”

—Thomas Jefferson

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Tribune News Service

In Pennsylvania’s
closely watched U.S. Sen-
ate race, Lt. Gov. John
Fetterman narrowly
defeated celebrity doctor
Mehmet Oz.

In surviving a bruising
campaign and overcom-
ing a serious stroke, Fet-
terman deserves credit
for holding off  a formida-
ble challenge from Oz in
the closing weeks of  the
campaign. The race pit-
ted a left-leaning Democ-
rat against a right-lean-
ing Republican. Even
though issues didn’t dom-
inate the Senate race — it
was more of  a slugfest of
attacks and counter-
attacks — the ideological
chasm between the two
candidates framed the
campaign. 

Oz tried to exploit
those differences by,
repeatedly, calling Fetter-
man “extreme” and “rad-
ical,” but Fetterman’s
portrayal of  Oz as a
“liar” was the label that
really stuck.

Fetterman succeeded
by not conceding red
counties to the Republi-
cans. His appeal to white
working-class voters —
the people who have left
the Democratic Party in
droves — and his pro-
gressive politics may give
Democrats, who have
increasingly targeted
suburban swing voters, a
new model and path to
victory. Fetterman sup-
ports a big increase in
the minimum wage and
“Medicare for All,”
though he also supports,
in a possible election-
year conversion, more
right-leaning policies
like fracking. As a U.S.
senator, Fetterman vows
to put a high priority on
raising the minimum
wage, union rights, abor-
tion rights and access to
health care.

With control of  the U.S.
House and Senate still up
in the air, election results
nationwide reflect a
nation as divided as
Pennsylvania’s Senate
race. It will take real
leadership in Washing-
ton to overcome those dif-
ferences and move the
country forward.

To win the Senate seat,
Fetterman, 52, had to bat-
tle not only attacks on his
record from Oz but also
the after-effects of  a seri-
ous, life-threatening
stroke in May that
restricted his campaign-
ing. The negatives, how-
ever, surrounding Oz —
chiefly his image as a
slick, out-of-touch New
Jersey resident who
parachuted into Pennsyl-
vania to grab a Senate
seat — proved too much

to overcome. Lingering
allegations that Oz, as a
celebrity talk show host,
amassed some of  his for-
tune by peddling prod-
ucts of  dubious medical
value also tainted his
reputation.

Fetterman has moved,
almost seamlessly, from a
13-year run as the small-
town mayor of  Braddock
to Lt. Governor since
2019, and now the U.S.
Senate. His biker per-
sona, tatted arms and 6-
foot-8 frame, along with a
Harvard degree, have
given him a blue-collar
image that has been
unstained by his history
of  living off  his parents’
wealth for much of  his
adult life. Fetterman will
replace retiring U.S. Sen.
Pat Toomey. To succeed
in that role, he will have
to do much more than
flex his image — and he
may want to pick up a
couple of  suits that fit if
he wants to be taken seri-
ously on a national stage.

To become an effective
senator who delivers for
Pennsylvania, Fetterman
will have to work with
Republicans and even
Democrats who disagree
with him. Part of  Fetter-
man’s appeal is that he’s
not a schmoozer — and
he doesn’t have to
become one. Nor does he
need to sacrifice his
ideals. But he will need to
get along with people to
form alliances that move
the needle, and that won’t
be easy in a fractious
congress. 

As a small-town mayor
and lieutenant governor,
a position with few offi-
cial responsibilities, Fet-
terman could go it alone;
he can’t in the U.S. Sen-
ate.

With inflation, a lack
of  living-wage jobs, cli-
mate change, an oppres-
sive criminal justice sys-
tem, a broken health care
and mental health care
system, the ongoing
effects of  the pandemic
on the nation’s health
and economy, abortion
rights and other searing
issues embroiling the
nation, the challenges
facing the next Congress
will equal or exceed those
of  any in the last 100
years.

Along with his col-
leagues in the U.S. Sen-
ate, John Fetterman will
have to rise to the occa-
sion and show he’s up to
the job.

Divided nation needs
Congress to step up

By JOHN KRULL
TheStatehouseFile.com

Republican Diego Morales deliv-
ered a loud wake-up call for
Hoosier Democrats in the 2022 elec-
tion.

Morales, the GOP candidate for
Indiana secretary of  state,
trounced his Democratic opponent,
Destiny Wells, by a double-digit
margin.

Morales did this even though he
is perhaps the single most flawed
major-party candidate for
statewide office in Indiana history.

There have been other Hoosier
candidates who have inflated or
even lied about their military or
work records. There also have been
hopefuls for public office who have
been credibly accused of  sexual
assault. There even have been
politicians who have violated the
voting laws.

But Morales, to my knowledge, is
the only one to pull off  the trifecta.

He’s the only one to have done all
three.

That should have made him
damaged goods — a candidate who
was easy to beat, but it didn’t. It’s
true that he ran behind other
Republicans on the statewide bal-
lot, but he still sailed to an easy
victory.

Nor did he face a weak opponent.
Wells may be the most naturally

talented political candidate
Democrats have fielded in a
decade. Her qualifications — a ster-
ling record of  military and public
service — are impeccable. In addi-
tion, she is a bright, energetic
woman with a captivating speak-
ing style, a campaigner who knows
how to work both a room and a
crowd.

In most other states, Wells would
be a rising star, someone with a
bright future who might even
aspire to having national influ-
ence.

Here in Indiana, she was the
Democrats’ sacrificial lamb.

When a candidate as capable as
Wells gets thumped by one as weak
as Morales, there’s something
going on.

That something doesn’t reflect
well on Hoosier Democrats.

They blame Republican gerry-
mandering for many of  their polit-
ical problems. There is truth to the
complaint.

Drawing legislative maps to
favor one party or the other at elec-
tion time does more than rig the
results. It also cuts off  avenues of
advancement and development for
emerging leaders. Persuading
potential candidates, however ded-
icated they may be, to run hopeless
and forlorn races in districts
where the outcome is foreordained
is a tough sell.

That chokes off  the pipeline of
leaders, which is one reason the
Indiana Democratic bench is so
thin.

(It also breeds incredible arro-
gance on the part of  the party in
power, which encourages that
party to nominate someone as
unqualified as Morales and still
feel secure that the voters won’t
react with fury to the insult. One
reason we need a strong two-party
system is that having a healthy
opposition keeps the entrenched
party both honest and humble.)

But gerrymandering all by itself
doesn’t explain the ongoing, slow-
motion trainwreck that is the Indi-
ana Democratic Party. Much of
what afflicts Hoosier Democrats
doesn’t spring from wrongs done
them but decisions and courses of
action they chose for themselves.

Some years ago, a seasoned Dem-

ocratic Party communications pro
told me he lamented the fact that
Democrats representing rural dis-
tricts in the Indiana General
Assembly had become a dying
breed. His party, he said, was
becoming an exclusively urban
one — and that bred an insularity
that would be devastating for
Hoosier Democrats for decades to
come. It would be tougher and
tougher, he predicted, for Indiana
Democrats to connect with people
who didn’t already agree with
them.

He had a point.
While it’s true that nearly two-

thirds of  Hoosiers — roughly 62%
— now live in urban areas, most of
us are only a generation or two
removed from the farm or the
small town. The ties to that life
and that legacy still pull at us.

Indiana Democrats struggle to
reach across that divide.

As of  this writing, with a little
more than 90% of  the vote count-
ed, Wells ran up majorities in only
five counties. All five of  them are
home to cities or college towns.

Everywhere else, Morales
claimed the day.

A large part of  leadership in a
self-governing society involves fig-
uring out ways to meet the people
where they are — and then per-
suade them to go where wisdom
and good sense dictate. To do that,
a successful political party must
do more than preach to the choir.

Democrats across the nation had
an historic night on Election Day,
defying both expectations and
strong political headwinds.

Here in Indiana, that wasn’t the
case.

That should set off  alarms for
Hoosier Democrats.

Loud ones.
••••••••••

Krull is director of  Franklin Col-
lege's Pulliam School of  Journal-
ism and publisher of  TheState-
houseFile.com.

Win by Morales sends a message

John
Krull

Matt
Hawkins

Guest
Editorial
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Continued from page 8
When she steps on the

court for the Mastodons,
she’ll become the first
Patriot to play at the Divi-
sion I level in women’s
basketball since 2010 grad-
uate Lindsey Wellman
walked on to the Ball State
University squad in 2012.

She chose her collegiate
destination over IUPUI,
Indiana State, Western
Michigan, Central Michi-
gan, Eastern Michigan,
Toledo, Akron and Val-
paraiso.

“It’s a great opportunity
for her,” said JCHS coach
Kirk Comer. “One, she’s
going to get her education
paid for, which is most
important. And she has
an opportunity to play
Division I basketball,
which doesn’t happen a
lot. … The sky’s the limit
for her. … I can’t wait to
see just how far she can
take her game.”

Just two games into her
senior season, Schwieter-
man has already proven
herself  to be one of  the
best players in Jay County
history. She became just
the fourth Patriot girl to
reach the 1,000-point mark
last year and is currently
200 points away from

breaking the school
record held by Shannon
Freeman.

She’s also led the team
in assists in each of  her
high school seasons and
has 252 for her career
heading into tonight’s
visit to Oak Hill.

“She’s worked really
hard to accomplish this
goal,” said Comer. “She’s
really evolved her game.
… She helps her team-
mates score and gets them
in good positions to score
and sees the floor really
well.”

Schwieterman, who
was also an Indiana jun-
ior all-star last season,
has led the Patriots to a 54-
18 record thus far in her
three-plus high school
seasons. (They are cur-
rently ranked eighth in
Class 3A.)

Upon making her deci-
sion almost a year ago,
Schwieterman said the
recruiting process had
been a challenge as much
of  it had occurred during
the height of  the coron-
avirus pandemic. That
eliminated in-person vis-
its to colleges.

But since then circum-
stances have changed and
she made her official visit

to Purdue Fort Wayne in
early October.

The Mastodons are in
the midst of  a rebuild,
having gone 9-21 last sea-
son after a 1-22 campaign
in 2020-21. In their second
year under coach Maria
Marchesano, they are off
to a 2-1 start this season.

“They have a really
good program,” said
Schwieterman. “Their
coach now, coach Marc …
she’s the one who’s
recruited me through the
whole, entire process.
She’s really looking to
turn the program around,
which she has, their
records show that. She's
done a really good job of
being disciplined and
making the program even
better, and not only mak-
ing the players better but
making them better peo-
ple as well.”

She plans to pursue a
major in psychology as
part of  the path toward a
career in physical therapy.
She said that decision was
influenced by her sister
Aubrie, a 2021 JCHS grad-
uate, who is now a psy-
chology major at Ball
State University with a
goal of  a career as an
occupational therapist.

Continued from page 8
The Patriots scored 114

points to finish six behind
fifth-place Columbia City
and five ahead of  seventh-
place Huntington North in
the 13-team field. The host
Knights won by 33 points
over runner-up Angola
with a score of  218.

Bader’s victory came in
the 100-yard butterfly as
she finished in 1 minute,
5.49 seconds. She was
more than a second ahead
of  runner-up Frances
Krebs of  Angola.

The senior was also the
runner-up in the 100
breaststroke with a time
of  1:13.21 behind champi-
on Emma Bledsoe (1:11.94)
of  Oak Hill.

Morgan DeHoff, Lauren
Fisher and Zion
Beiswanger teamed with
Bader for third in the 200
freestyle relay at 1:54.13.

Aubrey Millspaugh was
seventh in the 500
freestyle, Kenzie Huey
and Fisher placed eighth
in the 100 backstroke and
100 breaststroke, respec-
tively.

8th drops opener
The Jay County eighth

grade girls basketball
team dropped its season
opener 52-18 Monday to
the Norwell Knights.

Hallie Schwieterman
scored 11 points for the
Patriots in the loss. Kylie
Shannon followed with

six points and Amelia
Heath scored one.

Two place second
GREENWOOD — Blake

Wood and AJ Huntsman
each earned second-place
finishes for Jay County
Wrestling Club this week-
end in competition at Cen-
ter Grove High School.

Wood posted a 3-1 record
to finish as the runner-up
in the 8-and-younger 49-
pound division. AJ Hunts-
man was 1-1 and placed
second in the 14-and-
younger 165-pound divi-
sion.

Parker Huntsman fin-
ished 1-1 as well and was
third in the 8-and-younger
division at 70 pounds.

Signs ...

Roundup ...

Continued from page 2
Under the proposed changes, a

doctor’s note would be required
for an absence to be considered
excused. Students would be
allowed up to 10 “unexcused”
absences per school year.

“Revising the policy will allow
students to miss days with a par-
ent call in, which will show as
unexcused but will not impact a
student’s overall attendance until
there are 10 unexcused
absences,” the proposal states.

Gulley acknowledged that
there are times a child is sick but
a doctor’s visit is impractical,
saying the proposed updated poli-
cy accounts for those situations.

“Sometimes they’re going to
have the sniffles or they’re not
going to feel good and I’m not tak-
ing them to a doctor,” he said of
his own children. “A parent can
do that. It’s their choice, up to 10
days.”

Board members Ron Laux,
Donna Geesaman, Phil Ford,
Chris Snow, Jason Phillips and
Vickie Reitz, absent Jason

Phillips, took no action on the
proposal, which is expected to
come up for a vote next month.

“Kids have to be in school to
learn,” said Geesaman, a former
elementary school teacher.

The board approved the addi-
tion of  a series of  new courses,
with Dodd explaining that gradu-
ation pathways have changed to
require three courses in a specif-
ic subject area rather than two.
Many of  the courses being added
will help students fulfill those
requirements in areas including
engineering, human services,
electrical and information tech-
nology.

Other additions include Ger-
man and Latin at the eighth-
grade level, an “exploring world
languages” course for seventh
and eighth graders, junior ROTC
being expanded to junior high
students and the addition of  con-
struction trades courses for high
school students.

Board members also approved
the installation of  LED lighting
at East Jay Elementary School at

a total cost of  $211,587.58. The
materials will be purchased from
Kirby Risk of  Lafayette, and Cop-
perSmith Electric of  Berne will
handle the installation. The proj-
ect will be paid out of  remaining
funds from a 2021 bond for ele-
mentary school improvements.

Gulley noted that LED lighting
pays for itself  quickly in the form
of  lower energy costs. The corpo-
ration also expects to receive a
$5,800 rebate.

In other business, the board:
•Approved the following: the

2023-24 school calendar, which
includes school starting Aug. 10,
fall break Oct. 18 through 20, win-
ter break Dec. 20 through Jan. 2,
spring break March 22 through 29
and the last day of  school May 23;
a list of  hirings including Kaylee
Swank as a high school English
teacher, Luke Milner as a
music/technology teacher at
Redkey and West Jay elementary
schools and Lindsay Moser as
high school gymnastics coach;
field trip requests for high school
choir and advanced German stu-

dents; a bus request from Fellow-
ship Baptist Church Youth; the
appointment of  Dolphus
Stephens to Jay County Public
Library Board; allowing Shan-
non Current to make any trans-
fers necessary to avoid negative
fund balances at the end of  the
fiscal year; and the transfer of  up
to 15% of  dollars brought in to
the education fund to be trans-
ferred to the operations fund in
2023.

•Heard from assistant superin-
tendent Trent Paxson that Jay
Schools received a rating of  “low
risk” in a recent risk assessment
regarding state and federal
grants by Indiana Department of
Education. The rating indicates
that the corporation is handling
grants and programs as expect-
ed.

•Accepted the resignation of
East Jay Elementary secretary
Beth Nichols.

•Heard Laux and Shannon
compliment Veterans Day pro-
grams that were held Friday in
Jay Schools.

Project ...

Continued from page 1
McCarthy is expected

to get the plurality of  the
secret ballot vote Tues-
day, but the challenge
from Biggs could force
McCarthy to make con-
cessions to ensure he
clinches the top job next
year in the vote on the
House floor.

The Republicans who
won Monday and Tues-
day, except for Schweik-
ert, belong to a more
pragmatic group, a wel-
come sign for McCarthy,
who worked throughout
the primary to build a
governing coalition. Cis-
comani was a star recruit
by McCarthy in a district
where the House GOP
campaign arm invested
heavily.

But the wins don’t off-
set all of  the unexpected
GOP defeats across the
country that, had they
turned out differently,
would have enabled
Republicans to build a
comfortable majority. A
larger caucus could have
given House Republicans
more breathing room to
navigate potentially
fraught negotiations
between far-right and
moderate flanks of  the
conference.

Republicans also had
their eye on other House
leadership races. Minori-
ty Whip Steve Scalise
(Louisiana) faces no chal-
lenge as he seeks to
become GOP leader, the
highest-ranking position
for the party short of
speaker. Rep. Elise Ste-
fanik (New York) is
expected to be reelected
as GOP conference chair,
but she is facing competi-
tion from Rep. 

Byron Donalds (Flori-
da), a Freedom Caucus
member. One notable
race will be for the third-
ranking post on a majori-
ty leadership team, as
Reps. Jim Banks (Indi-
ana), Tom Emmer (Min-
nesota) and Drew Fergu-
son (Georgia) seek to
become GOP whip.

Control ...

On strike
Unionized

academic workers
across the University
of California’s 10
campuses hit the
picket line Monday,
including these striking
workers at UCLA.

Tribune News Service/Los Angeles Times/Christina House
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LIVE AND ONLINE
PUBLIC AUCTION
Located 806 E Votaw

St., 
Portland, IN 

Bubp Building at Jay Co.
Fairgrounds.

Saturday November
19th, 2022
10 A.M.

ANTIQUES, FURNI-
TURE & COL-
LECTIBLES

Baseball cards, Top Gun
trapper keeper, Gris-
wold/Favorite & Wapak
cast iron skillets, Pet
Milk metal sign spice
box, knives, gun cases,
tackle boxes with lures,
new fishing poles, large
selection of Department
56 Charles Dickens Vil-
lages & Longaberger
baskets, vintage child’s
sleds, early hump back
steamer trunks, Berlin
child’s wagon toys, John
Deere Model #20 pedal
tractor, farm toys, Hot
Wheels & Matchbox

cars, 80+ lunch boxes to
include

– Dukes of Hazzard, Fall
Guy, Masters of the Uni-
verse, Kings Island, Evil
Knievel, G.I. Joe, Alf,

Transformers, Six Million
Dollar Man, Hopalong
Cassidy & many

more, 100+ Mattel Bar-
bie dolls in their original
boxes.  Way to much to

list it all.
GREG RICHARDS &
OTHERS OWNERS
Grube Auctioneering,

LLC
Adrian Grube
AU11500034
419-305-9202

PARKS &AMP; OTH-
ERS AUCTION

Saturday, NOVEMBER
19, 2022

10:00 A.M. / 10:30 A.M. 
Double Ring

806 E. Votaw Street,
Portland, IN

Jay Co. Fairgrounds
Bob Schmit Memorial

Hall
COLLECTIBLES –

HOUSEHOLD – FURNI-
TURE - PRIMITIVES –

TOOLS - MISC
Washer &amp; Dryer;
Furn; Ant. furn; Kitchen
table w/ 4 chairs; Curio
cabinet; Roll top desk;
Misc Glassware; Pyrex;
Galvanized tubs; Primi-

tives; Pet Milk
Coldwater OH milk can;
Ant. buffet; Vtg watering
cans; red radio flyer

wagon; Craftsman Tools;
Tool boxes; Sockets;

Wrenches; Yd tools; Sm
2

man saw; so much
more!

Preview Friday, Novem-
ber 18, 2022 1-4 P.M.
www.auctionzip.com
#11389 Full Ad & Pic-

tures
Richard “Dick” Parks
(deceased) &amp; Oth-

ers, owners
Mel Smitley’s Real

Estate & Auctioneering
260-726-6215 - Office

Laci Smitley
AU10600051 

(260)-729-2281- Cell 
Gary White 
AU19800069 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 7262 W 200 N

Pennville IN
Saturday Morning

NOVEMBER 19, 2022
10:00 A.M.

CAR – JOHN DEERE
GATOR- SNOWMOBILE
2010 Cadillac DTS 4
door car with sunroof
and lots of accessories.
2011 John Deere TX
Gator 4 x 2 with

powersteering ; John
Deere Trail Fire 440

snowmobile.
MODERN HOUSEHOLD
- OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS - TOOLS
Lazy Boy recliner; Lazy
Boy rocker/recliner;

leather recliners; model
cars; Longaberger

baskets; Ashton Drake
ornaments; Napa battery
charger; Craftsman air
compressor; oil filled

heater;
bicycles; grills; sled;
wagon; shutters; and
many other items not

listed.
JACK AND MARIJANE

HOUCK
Loy Auction
AC#31600027 
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons
AU10700085 
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

PUBLIC AUCTION
THURSDAY, DECEM-

BER 29, 2022
9:00 A.M.

LOCATED: 3430 W
State Road 67, Portland,
IN or 3 ½ miles west of
Portland at the corner of
Hwy 67 and County
Road 200 South.

FARM TRACTORS–
FARM EQUIP.–CON-
STRUCTION EQUIP. –
TRUCKS–TRAILER-
VEHICLES- RIDING
MOWERS–ATVS–

ATTACHMENTS–MISC.
NOW ACCEPTING

CONSIGNMENTS Until
Tuesday, December 27

@ 5 p.m.
Statements made sale
day take precedence
over written ad.

TERMS: CASH OR
GOOD CHECK NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR

ACCIDENTS
NOT RESPONSIBLE
FOR NO SHOWS

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Indiana Sales Tax will be
collected at this auction.
AREA CONTRACTORS
& FARMERS OWNERS

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 4057 South
1000 West Redkey IN (
just south of 400 south

on 1000 west)
NOVEMBER 19, 2022 

10 A.M.
REAL ESTATE

3 bedroom, 2 bathroom
ranch style home con-
taining 1,704 sq. ft. of
finished living area.

24’x24’ attached garage.
24’x22’ attached work
area. 32’x42’ pole build-
ing. 28’x32’ shop, above

ground pool. 
Open house will take
place on November 6th
from 1-3pm. or for pri-
vate showing phone

auctioneers.
TRACTOR-MOTOR

HOME-CAMPERS-VAN-
MOWERS

ITC model UC25HD
compact tractor with
hydraulic loader and

back hoe attachment (53
actual hours), 1992 Ford
E350 Airex motor home
(low miles), 1988 Ford
Econoline 150 van, 1976
Yamaha 350 motorcycle,
Polaris magnum 2x4

ATV,.
ANTIQUES-APPLI-

ANCES- HOUSEHOLD
Texaco and Tonka toy
trucks, Valvoline road
signs, 3 coin operated
candy machines, Coca-
Cola cooler, Broyhill
entertainment center,
Kirby sweeper, luggage

rack.
OWNERS: STROHL

ESTATE
Shawver Auctioneering
and Real Estate 
AC31800004 
AUCTIONEERS
Pete D. Shawver 

AU19700040
260-726-5587 
Zane Shawver 
AU10500168 
260-729-2229

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos. 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

PORTLAND POLICE
DEPARTMENT is now
hiring for a full time Offi-
cer, Reserves and Part
time dispatch. We will be
taking applications
through November 25th.
Starting pay for Full-Time
officer $50,131.00 Later-
al transfer and bonus
$5000.00 between 3
years. Part-time starting
pay $14.00 plus.19 per
hour for IDACS certifica-
tion. Benefits include;
paid holidays, vacation,
sick and personal days,
health, vision, and dental
insurance, PERF, and
life insurance. Must be
18 years old to apply.
Pick up applications at
the police department till
6PM or print a copy off of
our website: thecityof-
portland.net.  

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 
3 BEDROOM 1 BATH 3
Bedroom 2 Bath very
nice House for rent in
Portland. Privacy fence
in back.. Central Heat
and Air. 2 car attached
garage. No smoking or
pets 950/month.. Renter
pays utilities. Call 419-
852-9539 
3 BEDROOM 1 BATH 3
Bedroom 1 Bath very
nice House for rent close
to Portland. Central Heat
and Air. No smoking or
pets.800/month. Renter
pays utilities. Call 419-
852-9539 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

STATEWIDE
90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 130 MISC. FOR SALE

  THE 
CLASSIFIEDS

Find it
Buy It
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

in 
The Commercial Review

CALL

726-8141

– Our E-MAIL Addresses Are–

NEWS - news@thecr.com
SPORTS - sports@thecr.com

CLASSIFIEDS - classifieds@thecr.com
ADVERTISING - ads@thecr.com

COMMERCIAL PRINTING -
print@thecr.com

BUSINESS - business@thecr.com
DELIVERY - delivery@thecr.com

Website: www.thecr.com

GET IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what
you might find in
The Commercial
Review Classifieds.
From a  new car to a
new home, to a new

job,
the Classifieds

deliver!
Go to thecr.com 

or call  
260-726-8141

PARKS & OTHERS
AUCTION

806 E. Votaw Street, Portland, Indiana
Jay Co. Fairgrounds

Bob Schmit Memorial Hall

Saturday, November 19, 2022
10:00 A.M./10:30 A.M. (Double Ring)
COLLECTIBLES – HOUSEHOLD –

FURNITURE - PRIMITIVES – TOOLS - MISC
Washer & Dryer; Furniture; Kitchen table w/ 4
chairs; Curio cabinet; Roll top desk; Wood desk;
Coffee table; Misc Glassware; gl globe clock;
Phaltzegraff; Dishes & Pans; Pyrex; Galvanized
tubs; Primitives; Pet Milk Coldwater OH milk can;
White milk can; flower stand; Vtg Primitive table;
Vtg wood chairs; Vtg wooden mirror; Ant. buffet;
Vtg snack sets; Vtg picnic baskets;  Vtg watering
cans; Old pictures & frames; Met red radio flyer
wagon; Metal bucket; Met oil funnel; Craftsman
Tools; Tool boxes; Sockets; Wrenches; Power hand
tools; Shop Vac; Air Compressor; Gardening
Supplies; Croquet Set; Wooden lawn furn; heat
lamp; Yd tools; Scoop Shovels; Pitch Forks;
Shovels; Rakes; Saws; Sm 2 man saw; so much
more!
**Auctioneer’s note – this is a nice auction with
antique furniture, primitives, tools, and so much
more! 2 trailer fulls that was already loaded and has
not been gone thru yet. Keep checking back for
pictures and updates as we near the date of the
auction.**

Preview Friday, November 18, 2022 1-4 P.M.
www.auctionzip.com #11389 Full Ad & Pictures
(will be updated once we are unloaded and set up
for auction)
Richard “Dick” Parks(deceased)

& Others - Owners
Mel Smitley’s Real Estate & Auctioneering

(260)-726-6215 – Office
(260) 729-2281-Cell

Laci Smitley – AU10600051
Gary White – AU19800069

CR 11-15-2022

Public Notice
Ardagh Glass, Inc. (with cor-
porate office at 10194 Cross-
point Blvd., Suite 410, Indi-
anapolis, IN 46256) is
submitting an NOI letter for
our facility (located at 524
East Center Street, Dunkirk,
IN 47336) to notify the Indi-
ana Department of Environ-
mental Management of our
intent to comply with the re-
quirements under 327 IAC 15-
6 to discharge storm water
exposed to industrial activi-
ties. Run-off from the facility
will discharge to Big Lick
Creek. Questions or com-
ments should be directed to
Aaron Wine at the above
mentioned Ardagh Glass, Inc.
corporate address. 
CR 11-15-2022HSPAXLP

Public Notice
LEGAL NOTICE

The Jay County Commissioners
will receive sealed bids for a
used 2008 Ford Pickup F250 Su-
per Duty – 5.4L, V8, 4 wheel
drive.  The 2008 Ford Truck can
be seen by contacting the Jay
County Surveyor at (260) 726-
6902.  
The sealed bids will be opened
in the Commissioners Room in
the Jay County Courthouse on
November 28, 2022 at 9:05am
and continuing until completed.  
The sealed bids should be re-
ceived at the Jay County Sur-
veyor’s Office no later than
9:00am on November 28, 2022.   
– Jay County Surveyor’s Office 

120 North Court Street 
Suite 115

Portland, IN 47371
The Jay County Commissioners
reserves the right to reject any
and/or all bids or to accept the
one which, in their best judg-
ment will be in the best interest
of Jay County, being the best
and/or highest response and re-
sponsible bidder by the Order
of the Jay County Drainage
Board of Jay County, Indiana. 

Sincerely, 
Bradley A. Daniels 
Jay County Surveyor 

CR 11-5,15-2022 HSPAXLP
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250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Girls basketball at
Oak Hill – 6 p.m.; Junior high boys bas-
ketball at Adams Central – 5:30 p.m.;
Junior high girls basketball vs. Adams
Central – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball
scrimmage vs. New Knoxville and Way-
nesfiled-Goshen – 6 p.m.

TV sports
Today

7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Memphis
Grizzlies at New Orleans Pelicans (TNT)

10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Brooklyn
Nets at Sacramento Kings (TNT)

Wednesday
6 p.m. — College football: Eastern

Michigan at Kent State (ESPN2)

7 p.m. — NBA basketball: Indiana Pac-
ers at Charlotte Hornets (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Eastern Illinois at Ohio State (BTN)

7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Boston
Celtics at Atlanta Hawks (ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Iowa at Seton Hall (FS1)

7:30 p.m. — NHL hockey: St. Louis
Blue at Chicago Blackhawks (TNT)

9 p.m. — Women’s college basketball:
Notre Dame at Northwestern (BTN)

10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Golden
State Warriors at Phoenix Suns (ESPN)

10 p.m. — NHL hockey: Los Angeles
Kings at Edmonton Oilers (TNT)

Local notes
FR tickets available

Season tickets for Fort Recovery

boys and girls basketball are available
now.

Tickets can be purchased from 7:45
a.m. to 4 p.m. on weekdays in the high
school office. They are $55 for adults and
$35 for students. All-sport passes are also
available for $150 for adults and $50 for
students. Senior citizen passes are $30,
junior high adult passes are $25 and jun-
ior high student passes are $10.

Wrestling registration set
A sign-up session is scheduled for

kindergarten through second graders who
would like to be part of Jay County
Wrestling Club.

The club’s Little Patriots Program is for
those in kindergarten through second
grade and focuses on wrestling basics.
The registration fee is $80. Sign ups will
be at 6 p.m. Nov. 22 and 6 p.m. Nov. 29.

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
That was all the opportu-

nity Runner needed as she
hustled up the right side
and was fouled by McIntire
as she tried to force a 3-
pointer through a double
team. Runner hit two of
her three free throws with
1.6 seconds left to push the
game to overtime.

"What a fantastic kid,”
said Cherry of  the junior
shot 4-of-6 from long dis-
tance while adding seven
rebounds and five assists.
“She gets so much atten-
tion every time she plays.
She's such a high-level
scorer. ... She can stretch
the floor.

"I just love her mental
toughness. ... She never
complains, never says a
word, keeps her head down
..."

It was far from a perfect
night for Runner, who had
stunningly missed a pair
of  free throws with 16.6

seconds left that could
have given her team the
lead. But she did enough to
get her team to overtime,
scoring half  of  her game-
high 22 points in the fourth
quarter.

Jay County was hurt by
16 turnovers and a 4-of-12
shooting effort from the
foul line, including 2-for-7
in the fourth quarter and
overtime.

Comer also lamented
some of  his team’s deci-
sion-making down the
stretch.

"We turned the ball
over,” said Comer. “We're 4-
of-12 from the free-throw
line. We can't get a stop
when we have to get a stop.

“They get the ball to
Runner and she drives it in
on us. And instead of
standing there, taking a
charge, we try to block
shots, put her at the free-
throw line. ... She hit just
enough to get them back. 

"We just didn't play very
smart basketball. … Under
a minute to go, we're ahead
one and we're shooting a 3-
pointer. Just things that
you just can't do and beat a
good team like that
because you're going to
pay."

Bilbrey’s 12 points led
the Patriots. Schwieter-
man had nine to go along
with six rebounds and four
assists, and Breanna Dirk-
sen added eight.

Rhoton matched Hickok
with nine points in sup-
port of  Runner for Hamil-
ton Heights, which also
edged sectional rival
Frankton 45-42 Tuesday.

‘There’s one thing for
certain, that sectional is
going to be loaded with
Frankton, Jay County and
us,” said Cherry, whose
team lost 49-38 to Class 4A
No. 2 Noblesville in
between its pair of  victo-
ries over sectional foes.

“I’m gonna lose sleep
thinking I have to play
either one of  these teams
… Having to play either
one of  those teams again
and having to beat a team
as quality as Jay County as
quality as Frankton twice
in one year is a tall order.”

Junior varsity
Jay County took com-

mand in the opening quar-
ter and held on to a slim
lead most of  the way in a
22-18 victory over the
Huskies.

Alexis Sibray scored six
points to lead the Patriots.
Danielle May added five
points, including three
fourth-quarter free throws
to help preserve the win,
and Danielle May also had
five.

Macie Smith’s six points
led the Huskies. Lillie
Champion and Vivian
Lynch followed with four
apiece.

Familiar ...
Class 3A No. 3

Jay County Patriots
vs. Class 3A No. 6

Hamilton Heights Huskies

Girls varsity summary

Hamilton Heights (4-1)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Hickok 3-5 0-0 9
Brown 1-5 0-0 3
Runner 5-12 8-11 22
Ottinger 0-0 0-0 0
Rhoton 3-14 0-0 9
Schakel 1-2 0-2 2
Cherry 0-0 0-0 0
Totals 13-38 8-13 45

.342 .615
Def. rebound percentage: .588

Jay County (1-1)
FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS

Muhlenkmp 3-3 0-0 6
Saxman 1-4 0-0 6
McIntire 1-4 0-0 3
Bilbrey 5-8 2-3 12
Schwieterman 4-8 1-2 9
Dirksen 3-3 1-2 8
May 0-0 0-0 0
Petro 0-0 0-2 0
Totals 19-34 4-12 44

.559 .333
Def. rebound percentage: .750

Score by quarters:
HHHS 15 7 9 11 3 — 45
Jay Co. 12 13 10 7 2 — 44

3-point shooting: Hamilton
Heights 11-25 (Runner 2-6,
Hickok 3-5, Rhoton 3-10, Brown 1-
4). Jay County 2-6 (Dirksen 1-1,
McIntire 1-3, Schwieterman 0-2).

Rebounds: Hamilton Heights 16
(Runner 7, Schakel 3, team 3,
Hickok, Brown, Rhoton). Jay Coun-
ty 25 (Dirksen 8, Schwieterman 6,
Bilbrey 4, Saxman 3, Muhlenkamp
2, McIntire, team).
Assists: Hamilton Heights 7

(Runner 5, Hickok, Rhoton). Jay
County 11 (Schwieterman 4, Sax-
man 2, Bilbrey 2, Dirksen 2, Muh-
lenkamp).

Blocks: Hamilton Heights 0. Jay
County 3 (Bilbrey 2, Muh-
lenkamp).

Personal fouls: Hamilton
Heights 16. Jay County 15.

Turnovers: Hamilton Heights
10. Jay County 16.

Box score



www.thecr.com The Commercial ReviewPage 8

Sports
Tuesday, November 15, 2022

Patriot girls wrestlers
edge hosts in tournament,
see Local roundup

Jay junior high squads
play the Jets tonight,

see Sports on tap

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

It was finally time.
After two heartbreaking loss-

es to Hamilton Heights in the
sectional tournament, the Patri-
ots were going to win.

Or so it seemed. Twice.
Instead, they walked off  the

court with a familiar feeling.
Camryn Runner willed her

team to overtime Saturday and,
after she fouled out, sophomore
Katie Brown hit a game-winning
3-pointer in the extra session as
the sixth-ranked Huskies played
the role of  heartbreaker again,
defeating Class 3A No. 3 Jay
County 45-44 in overtime.

"Very disappointing," said
JCHS coach Kirk Comer, whose
team lost to Hamilton Heights in
overtime in last season’s section-
al opener and by four in the 2021
sectional championship game.
"Down the stretch they played a
lot tougher than we did and
made a lot better decisions,
smarter decisions. I'm really dis-
appointed in the way we finished
tonight. I feel like we let a W slip
away.

"They're a good basketball
team, but I felt like we out-played
them for most of  the game. We
just mentally weren't tough
enough down the stretch to fin-
ish."

The Patriots (1-1) were up by
two when Runner, who had more
than half  of  her team’s points,
fouled out with 40.4 seconds to
go in overtime. With Ella Kickok
(nine points) already on the
bench with five fouls, the home
team seemed in command. But
Sophie Saxman missed the front
end of  the ensuing one-and-one.

On the next Huskies posses-
sion, Kaylee Rhoton drove in
from the right side. As the
defense collapsed around her,
she kicked to Brown in the right

corner. The sophomore, who was
0-for-4 at the time, drained a 3-
pointer that gave Hamilton
Heights (4-1) a 45-44 lead.

“So many times teams leave
ball-side corner,” said HHHS
coach Keegan Cherry. “We prac-
tice and rep that a lot with drive-
and-kick 3s. Katie Brown is a kid
that can make shots. When she
gets going, she can make them in
bunches.”

Jay County put the ball in the

hands of  the No. 2 scorer in
program history, with Renna
Schwieterman driving from
the left wing. She pulled up in
the lane, but her jumper went
off  the back of  the rim and
Kassidy Schakel hauled in the
rebound.

"I wanted her to be in one-on-
one isolation,” said Comer. “I
didn't feel like we took it to the
whole strong and settled for a
fade-away shot instead of  going

strong to the basket. We've got
to finish stronger."

JCHS had a final chance after
Schakel missed a pair of  free
throws, but with just 0.5 seconds
on the clock they were left with a
backward overhead toss by Gabi
Bilbrey that never really had a
chance.

The Patriots were also in con-
trol in regulation, leading by as
many as seven in the second half.
They had the game in their hands

after Mabrey McIntire tied up
Runner for a jump ball — the pos-
session arrow was in Jay Coun-
ty’s favor — as she tried to drive
to the basket with less than 10 sec-
onds left.

Hamilton Heights, trailing by
one, had no choice but to foul
Schwieterman on the inbound.
The senior went to the line and
made her first shot but missed
the second.

See Familiar page 7

Familiar heartbreak
No. 6 Hamilton Heights edges Patriots again 

KENDALLVILLE — In
their opener, the Patriots
were just a single point
behind the leaders.

In their second outing,
they were the champions.

The Jay County High
School girls wrestling team
tied the host Knights but
were awarded an extra
point based on tiebreaker
criteria — the Patriots had
a 31-28 advantage in pins —
for a 164-163 victory in the
East Noble Invitational.

Jayla Huelskamp (114 to
119 pounds) and Tatianna
Willis (112 to 117 pounds)
dominated their way to
championships to lead the
Patriots, who were still

missing several wrestlers
including defending 160-
pound state champion Mal-
lory Winner because of  an
injury. Huelskamp obliter-
ated the competition, end-
ing all of  her matches with
pins in 40 seconds or less.
Willis also won all of  her
matches by pin, with just
one lasting beyond the first
period.

Adding runner-up
efforts for Jay County
were Emily Manor (119-
124), Janae Jacobs (132-137)
and Kiley Williams (190-
206). Finishing in third
place were Katie Rowles
(91-102), Lina Lingo (125-
136), Haley Ridenour (143-
144) and Maleah Parsons
(147-152).

Bader wins fly
OSSIAN — Mara Bader

earned the only win for the
Jay County girls swim
team as it opened its sea-
son Saturday with a sixth-
place finish at the Norwell
Invitational.

See Roundup page 5

Patriots eke out title
Local
roundup

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Renna Schwieterman announced her
decision almost a year ago.

On Monday, she finally made it official.
Schwieterman, a Jay County High

School senior, signed her National Letter
of  Intent to play college basketball at Pur-
due Fort Wayne.

“It feels really good,” she said after sign-
ing the letter in the JCHS TV studio with a
large gathering of  family, teammates,
coaches and friends there to support her.
“Definitely a breath of  fresh air.

“It’s just nice to know where you’re
going and have that path … It’s just nice to
know what you’re going to do.”

Schwieterman, who announced her
intention Dec. 9 to play for Purdue Fort
Wayne, said she never had any doubts
about that selection. But by NCAA rules
she had to wait until this week to put pen
to paper securing a full-ride athletic schol-
arship.

See Signs page 5

Schwieterman signs

JCHS senior makes
commitment to

Mastodons official

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School senior Renna Schwieterman (center) signed
a National Letter of Intent on Monday to play basketball at Purdue Fort Wayne.
Pictured with Schwieterman are JCHS coach Kirk Comer, her parents Nicole
and Dale and her sisters Aubrie, Hallie, Karsyn and Whitney.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School’s Mabrey McIntire dribbles for a fast break as Ella Hickok of Hamilton Heights stumbles in
the background during Saturday’s game between state-ranked sectional rivals. The Patriots led most of the way only to have
the Huskies rally to force overtime and escape with a 45-44 victory.


