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Jay County had a high temper-
ature of  36 degrees Wednesday
with light snow on and off
through the afternoon and
evening. The low was 30.
There is a chance of  flurries

tonight with possible snow show-
ers to follow with winds gusting
to 20 miles per hour and a low of
21.
See page 2 for an extended out-

look.

After opening Friday, Win-
terfest activities will continue
Saturday with a Kids Break-
fast and Karnival from 8:30 to
11 a.m. at East Jay Elementary
School. 
The Parade of  Lights is

scheduled for 6:30 p.m. Satur-
day on Meridian Street in
Portland.

Friday — Results from
tonight’s JCHS girls wrestling
match against Columbia City.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Portland City Coun-
cil meeting.

Weather In review Coming up
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Snowy scene

Light snow fell on and off in Jay County beginning early
Wednesday afternoon and continuing through the evening, leaving
a light dusting across the landscape. Pictured is the view looking
northwest from alongside the 12th fairway at Portland Golf Club.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
County officials are con-

sidering a hiring freeze.
Jay County Commis-

sioners and Jay County
Council agreed Wednes-
day to move forward with
an elimination of  salary
ordinance during a joint
session. 
Discussion about a hir-

ing freeze began at the end
of  the county’s budgeting
process. Council agreed to
give various raises across
the board to county
employees. They also
learned the county will be
pulling from reserves with
the current budget. (Con-
sulting firm Baker Tilly
will be creating a compre-
hensive plan for the coun-
ty next year to determine
what its next steps should
be.)
The proposed freeze

requires county depart-
ment heads to alert person-
nel committee as soon as
they are notified of  a full-
time employee’s departure.
Jay County Personnel
Committee would then
review the vacated position
within five business days,
schedule a conference with
the department head and
commissioners president,
alert council about the
position, the proposed ordi-
nance reads. If  council
does not OK the depart-
ment head to fill the posi-
tion, the dollars allocated
for that position would be
eliminated from the budget
60 days after the date of  ter-
mination.
Commissioner presi-

dent Chad Aker noted
Wednesday their recom-
mendation to remove all
exceptions to the rule.
(Previously emergency
responders and highway
personnel were suggested
to be exempt from the hir-
ing freeze.)
Council president

Jeanne Houchins and
Aker addressed comments
from a few elected officials
at past meetings.
“A hiring freeze sounds

bad, but it can work to our
advantage,” said Houch-
ins. “I agree with you, it
sounded like we were try-

ing to micromanage.
We’re not. That’s not what
we want to do because we
don’t know your depart-
ments like you know your
departments.”
She noted a goal with

the hiring freeze is to
learn why employees are
leaving their positions.
Answering a question
from commissioner Rex
Journay, she confirmed
plans are to also imple-
ment exit interviews.
(There are exit forms
available but they are not
used frequently.)
County attorney Bill

Hinkle pointed out the
ordinance would allow for
council to learn more
about positions in its
department.
“Don’t get so hung up on

the label of  a hiring
freeze, it’s more the oppor-
tunity when a position is
available, I think, for an
exchange of  information
between the council and
the office holder if  there
has been any change in
the department … so you
can better evaluate that at
budget (time),” he said.
Commissioners Brian

McGalliard, Journay and
Aker and council mem-
bers Harold Towell, Matt
Minnich, Faron Parr, Ray
Newton, Houchins and
Cindy Bracy — she has
been elected to the Dis-
trict 4 seat formerly held
by Mike Rockwell — and
absent Ted
Champ, agreed to move
forward with drafting the
elimination of  salary
ordinance.
Also Wednesday, council

and commissioners
reviewed the strategic
investment plan created
for the Hoosier Enduring
Legacy Program. Jay
County Development Cor-
poration executive direc-
tor Travis Richards
explained the plan has
been submitted for review
and will need to adopt the
final plan in coming
months.
Pathway committees

met during the last few
months to create a strate-
gic investment plan for
how to use incoming
American Rescue Plan Act
funds. The county has
about $4 million to use, as
well as an additional $1
million from the Hoosier
Enduring Legacy Pro-
gram for being a designat-
ed community. In order to
secure an additional $1
million, county officials
will need to allot about a
third of  the funds toward
projects included in the
plan.

See Freeze page 2

Freeze to
move forward

(Editor’s note: This
story from Indiana Capi-
tal Chronicle is being bro-
ken into three parts and
will run today, Friday and
Saturday.)
By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
Rural Hoosiers “desper-

ately” need state leaders
and lawmakers to make
greater investments in
Indiana’s lesser-populat-
ed regions, especially as
the younger and more
educated workforce
moves to more urban
areas of  the state.

That’s according to a
new report released
Wednesday by the Indiana
Community Action Pover-
ty Institute, an Indianapo-
lis-based advocacy group
that seeks to prevent and
end poverty in the state.

The 38-page report is
based on surveys of  more
than 1,000 Hoosiers,
including business lead-
ers, elected officials, eco-
nomic developers and
financially vulnerable
residents. Rural

researchers were also
interviewed. In-depth
data analyses and policy
reports specific to 40
rural Indiana counties
helped inform the brief-
ing, too.
At the heart of  the

report is a message to
policymakers and other
stakeholders that — in
order to boost the rural
Hoosier economy and
make rural businesses
profitable — “rural peo-
ple need to thrive.”
That isn’t the case cur-

rently, however.
See Need page 2

Rural areas need investment

By MELANIE MASON
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service
Republicans secured the

majority in the U.S. House on
Wednesday, boosting the party’s
ability to stymy President Joe
Biden’s agenda even though the
midterm results stop well short
of  a mandate from the electorate.
It took more than a week for

The Associated Press to deter-
mine the GOP had won the 218
seats necessary to control the
chamber. The belated milestone
underscored Republicans’
underwhelming performance in

an election cycle when economic
conditions, historical precedent
and a sour national mood had
been expected to work to their
advantage.
The GOP’s gains mean Biden

will contend with a divided gov-
ernment as he enters the latter
half  of  his term. Democrats have
cemented their control of  the
Senate with 50 seats, and could
bolster their ranks further if
Democratic Sen. Raphael
Warnock wins reelection in
Georgia’s runoff  race next
month.

See Control page 2

Republicans win
control of House

Report indicates help
is ‘desperately’ needed

Orion
is off

NASA’s Artemis 1 lifts
off early Wednesday from
launch pad 39-B at
Kennedy Space Center,
Florida, carrying the Orion
spacecraft on a mission to
orbit the moon. The Orion
capsule is scheduled to
splashdown in the Pacific
Ocean on Dec. 11 after 25
days in space.

Tribune News Service/Orlando Sentinel/Joe Burbank
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Elimination
of salary
ordinance
will go 
to vote



Continued from page 1
Republicans had pro-

jected confidence of  a
“red wave” that would
yield at least a dozen
House seats. But Democ-
rats’ surprising strength,
powered largely by voter
outrage over the Supreme
Court’s reversal of  federal
abortion protections,
blunted the GOP’s edge to
single digits.
The GOP clinched its

majority with a victory by
Rep. Mike Garcia, who
defeated Democrat
Christy Smith in a north-
ern Los Angeles County
district that Biden won by
12 points two years ago.
The race was called by the
AP, although official
results will take longer.
“Republicans have offi-

cially flipped the People’s
House! Americans are
ready for a new direction,
and House Republicans
are ready to deliver,”
House GOP Leader Kevin
McCarthy said on Twitter
soon after the news was
official.
Biden congratulated

McCarthy and pledged a
willingness to collaborate
with the other party, reit-
erating his call to move
past “political warfare.”
“The American people

want us to get things done
for them,” he said. “They
want us to focus on the
issues that matter to them
and on making their lives
better. And I will work
with anyone — Republi-

can or Democrat — will-
ing to work with me to
deliver results for them.”
A Republican House is

widely expected to clash
with Biden on policy,
including potential stand-
offs over raising the debt
limit and providing more
aid to Ukraine. GOP mem-
bers have also threatened
impeachment proceedings
against the president or
his Cabinet members and
have vowed to launch mul-
tiple investigations, par-
ticularly into allegations
against Hunter Biden, the
president’s son.
The smaller size of  the

GOP conference, though,
heightens its ideological
fissures. Many of  the
incoming members from
deep-red districts hail

from the far right wing of
the party loyal to former
President Donald Trump,
even as party figures grow
increasingly vocal about
Trump’s drag on the
party. A bare-bones major-
ity means that a single or
a small handful of  defec-
tors can have an outsized
impact on the GOP’s agen-
da.
McCarthy, who has

doggedly pursued the
speakership, has played
down disappointment that
his party’s pickups
weren’t greater.
“Remember, in the

House, they don’t give
gavels out by ‘small,’
‘medium’ and ‘large.’
They just give you the
gavel,” McCarthy told Fox
News’ Jesse Watters,

referring to the symbol of
House control. “And we’re
going to be able to gov-
ern.”
The narrow margin

leaves McCarthy little
room for error as the Cali-
fornian seeks the votes to
become the next speaker.
While McCarthy had
assiduously worked to
strengthen alliances with
the party’s most conserva-
tive flank, he nevertheless
faced open hostilities
from the right after he led
the party to a lackluster
midterm showing.
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The Pregnancy Care Center of Jay County,
a Christian, pro-life ministry is seeking

an Executive Director.
       Strong communication, leadership, and people skills is a
must. Candidate should be comfortable working with women
regarding reproductive issues, also dealing with crisis and
personal situations that may include domestic violence. Duties
include managing volunteer and paid staff, overseeing budget,
fund raising and public relations. It is preferred that candidates
should possess 3-year management/supervisory experience.
       The Pregnancy Care Center is a 501 (c)3non-profit.
Application packets are available for pick up Monday - Friday
between the hours of 1-5pm. Applications and Resume should
be returned by December 12th. Stop by the Pregnancy Care
Center of Jay County located in downtown Portland Indiana
at 216 South Meridian Street.

Questions - phone 260-726-8636

Friday
Brunson, Rebecca: 11 a.m.,

Hillcrest Cemetery, Redkey. 
Miller, Max: 2 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Saturday
Study, Jon: 11 a.m., First

United Methodist Church, 215 S.
Center Ave., Gaylord, Michigan. 

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
Projects listed in a summary

of  the plan are: broadband
expansion, child care services,
housing, recovery and reinte-
gration, blight elimination,
manufacturing, marketing,
youth engagement, mixed-use
spaces, crisis intervention,
improving sidewalks or trails,
assessing utilization of  down-
town buildings in relation to
landlord challenges, in-patient
mental health and pop-up
restaurants. (The projects were
listed in order of  prioritization
by the core team, which consist-
ed of  The Portland Foundation
director Doug Inman, Jay School
Corporation assistant superin-
tendent Trent Paxson, former
Jay County Community Devel-
opment director Christy Shau-

ver, Aker, Houchins and
Richards.)
Richards asked county officials

Wednesday to let him know if
they think there is anything miss-
ing from the plan or anything
that should not be included in the
plan. Commissioners and council
agreed to review the plan and
meet with Richards to discuss
any potential edits.
During its meeting following

the joint session, council agreed
to use $6,375 from the Economic
Development Income Tax fund
for a water and wastewater analy-
sis on land just inside the western
limits of  the City of  Portland. Jay
County Commissioners agreed
Monday to pay for the analysis on
about 68 acres owned by Christo-
pher and Tracy Muhlenkamp just
north of  Indiana 67. 

“I just see this as kind of  like
an insurance policy,” said McGal-
liard, noting it will determine if
the land will need costly addition-
al upgrades to utilities and play a
part in whether the county
should consider purchasing it.
“This is the very first baby step in
that process.”
In other business, council:
•Approved a contract with con-

sulting firm Baker Tilly. The com-
pany will be providing a compre-
hensive for the county’s budget
moving forward — Baker Tilly
will be paid hourly and is not to
exceed $30,000 — as well as help
and training with financial soft-
ware for Jay County Treasurer’s
Office for an estimated cost of
about $17,000.
•Adopted a resolution to be

involved with Indiana Bond

Bank’s fuel budget program,
which should act as insurance
for the county in relation to ris-
ing and unpredictable fuel prices,
according to the program’s web-
site. The group has not yet set its
rates, noted Aker, and once it
does commissioners will review
the figures and determine if  they
want to adopt the resolution.
(The deadline is Dec. 1.)
•Were reminded Jay County

Personnel Committee meets at
2:15 p.m. Tuesday to discuss pay
for Jay County Highway Depart-
ment employees as well as look
into updating the personnel poli-
cy handbook, which has not been
reviewed since 2019.
•Made several additional

appropriations, including:
$50,000 in allocated economic
development wind farm funds to

Redkey; $50,000 to Jay County
Development Corporation for
MakeMyMove, a recruitment
program aimed to bring 18 new
residents to the community;
$39,790 for installing fiber inter-
net access to Jay County High-
way Department and Jay County
Country Living (Houchins said
there was no extra charge to
extend the service to the residen-
tial center); $35,000 to West Jay
Community Center for new fur-
naces; and $20,666.30 for the high-
way department’s new salt barn.
•Approved several transfers,

including $30,000 from Jay Coun-
ty Jail’s repair equipment fund
to its medical and hospital fund
and $10,000 from Jay County
Sheriff  Department’s equipment
repair fund to its gas, lube and
oil fund.

Freeze ...

Continued from page 1
Rural Indiana’s economy is

increasingly vulnerable to job loss,
population decline, and shrinking
prosperity, as educated young peo-
ple leave for more opportunities in
urban areas and low-paying serv-
ice jobs replace good-paying manu-
facturing jobs, according to the
report.
According to a Kelley School of

Business report, census data
shows the 44 Indiana counties that
are part of  a metropolitan statisti-
cal area combined to grow by 6.3%
over the past decade. Meanwhile,
the state’s 48 non-metro counties as
a group declined by 0.9% over the
same period.
As the rural economy struggles,

business vulnerability is also ris-
ing — automation, offshoring and
low educational attainment in the
workforce threaten business com-
petitiveness. That challenge is
heightened by a lack of  critical
industrial infrastructure, includ-
ing broadband and insufficient
quality housing stock to attract
workers of  all incomes. 
The Hoosiers who rely on those

struggling employers for their
financial well-being are also
increasingly vulnerable, the report

notes. It’s becoming harder to find
good jobs that pay enough to sup-
port their families. Even when
those jobs are available, a lack of
affordable child care and unreli-
able transportation make it even
harder to commute to work and
stay employed. 
“Tragically, hard work just isn’t

enough to get ahead anymore for
too many struggling Hoosiers in
rural communities,” the report
said.
The 40 counties classified in the

report as “rural” each have a total
population of  less than 40,000 and
density that is below 100 people per
square mile. The largest city in
each county additionally has a pop-
ulation that is less than 10,000 resi-
dents.
Collectively, the counties are

home to nearly 900,000 Hoosiers,
accounting for 13% of  the state’s
residents.
By most high-level economic

measures, “rural Indiana performs
quite well,” according to the policy
institute. In rural Indiana counties:
•Median household income

($52,237) is only slightly lower than
in urban/non-rural Indiana
($56,491)
•The unemployment rate (2.3%)

is slightly lower than in the state
as a whole (2.5%), as of  May 2022
•A rural poverty rate for Black,

Indigenous and other non-white
families is lower than in urban
areas — although the poverty rate
is still twice as high as the poverty
rate for white families in rural
Indiana.
The report attributes much of

this success to the abundant assets
in rural Hoosier communities —
like natural resources, a strong
base of  experienced manufacturing
workers, and “a great quality of
life,” emphasizing that “rural
Hoosiers love their communities.”
Moreover, rural Hoosiers inter-

viewed for the report expressed a
strong satisfaction for the “quality
of  place” in their communities.
More than two thirds of  financially
well-off  rural Hoosiers reported
being satisfied with the safety,
schools and overall quality of  their
neighborhoods. More than half  of
financially vulnerable Hoosiers
said they feel the same, according
to survey results. 
“This reinforces the message we

heard over and over again — rural
Hoosiers love their communities
and want to stay there,” the
report’s authors wrote.

By NATALIA DROZDIAK,
WOJCIECH MOSKWA
and ALBERTO NARDELLI
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service
NATO and Poland’s lead-

ers said there is no indica-
tion that a missile that
struck Polish territory late
Tuesday was an intentional
Russian attack as govern-
ments in the military
alliance moved to defuse
the incident.
“Our preliminary analy-

sis suggests that the inci-
dent was likely caused by a
Ukrainian air defense mis-
sile fired to defend Ukrain-
ian territory against Russ-
ian cruise missile attacks,”
Jens Stoltenberg, the secre-

tary general of  the North
Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion, told reporters after a
meeting in Brussels.
Polish President Andrzej

Duda said his country is
unlikely to invoke Article 4
of  the NATO charter, which
would trigger consultations
on a military response.
The assessment matched

that of  President Joe
Biden, who told allies on
the sidelines of  a Group of
20 summit in Indonesia
that the explosion near the
Ukrainian border was
caused by Kyiv’s air defens-
es, according to two offi-
cials familiar with the mat-
ter. The American leader
still said the strike was ulti-

mately sparked by the Russ-
ian missile barrage on
Ukraine.
The findings defuse what

looked to be a significant
escalation in the conflict,
with U.S. and European
leaders grappling with a
potential response if  Rus-
sia’s nine-month invasion
of  Ukraine were to spill
over to the 30-member mili-
tary alliance. Ukraine was
hit by the biggest barrage
of  missile attacks since the
invasion began in Febru-
ary on Tuesday, knocking
out power to a broad swathe
of  the country, including
the capital Kyiv.
“Most likely, this was an

unfortunate accident,”

Duda told reporters in War-
saw on Wednesday. Still,
“practically the entire ter-
ritory of  Ukraine was
under bombardment, in
particular the areas near
the border.”
“That’s why the Russian

side is definitely to blame
for what happened yester-
day,” he said.
The explosion killed two

people at the Polish village
of  Przewodow, about 4
miles from the Ukrainian
border. The incident
sparked a flurry of  diplo-
matic consultations from
Warsaw to Bali overnight
and an emergency meeting
of  NATO ambassadors in
Brussels on Wednesday.

Need ...

Control ...

Leaders see nothing intentional

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................6.79
Dec. corn ..................6.76
Wheat ......................6.49

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................6.79
Dec. corn ..................6.74
Jan. corn ..................6.68

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................6.50
Dec. corn ..................6.55
Beans ......................13.83
Dec. beans ..............14.03

Wheat ...................... 7.58
Dec. wheat................7.58 

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................6.50
Late Nov. corn ........6.50
Beans ......................13.98
Late Nov. beans......13.98
Wheat ......................8.06

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.19
Dec. corn ..................6.29
Beans ......................13.78
Dec. beans ..............13.83
Wheat ......................7.59

Lotteries

In 1800, Congress held
its first session in Wash-
ington, D.C. It had met in
New York City’s Federal
Hall and Philadelphia’s
Congress Hall prior to
making the move to the
newly constructed Capi-
tol.
In 1972, the Portland

High School boys basket-
ball team won its season
opener 68-62 over the Red-
key Wolves. Dave Row-
land’s 19 points led the
Panthers while Bob
Turpen had a game-high
21 for Redkey.
In 1973, President

Richard Nixon held a
press conference in
which he declared “I am
not a crook” during the
Watergate scandal. He
would resign the presi-
dency in the midst of
the scandal the next
year.
In 2021, Hannah

Knapke of  Fort Recovery
was sentenced to 17.5
years in prison, with 7.5
years suspended, after
pleading guilty to
manslaughter in connec-
tion with the 2020 shoot-
ing death of  Shea Briar.

—The CR

CR almanac

29/16 32/12 28/20 43/26 48/31
There’s a

chance of
snow flurries
early. Other-
wise windy,
with a low of
16 degrees at
night.

Sunny
skies are on
the horizon
for Tuesday
with highs
jumping to
the upper
40s.

Monday’s
weather
looks like
sunny skies
with highs in
the low 40s.

Mostly
sunny skies,
with wind gusts
reaching up to
25 mph. The
low at night
may hit the low
teens.

Sunday
looks to be
sunny, with
temperatures
sticking in the
20s through-
out the day.

Friday
11/18

Saturday
11/19

Sunday
11/20

Monday
11/21

Tuesday
11/22

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $93

million

Mega Millions
6-19-28-46-61
Mega Ball: 18
Megaplier: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$238 million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 9-4-5
Daily Four: 3-0-0-9
Quick Draw: 7-9-12-15-

22-25-26-27-34-37-42-43-47-
52-56-60-65-69-71-77
Evening
Daily Three: 5-8-2
Daily Four: 6-8-7-7

Quick Draw: 2-3-6-10-
16-17-19-22-26-36-47-51-52-
53-55-61-65-66-75-78
Cash 5: 1-6-7-15-18
Estimated jackpot:

$178,000

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 5-6-4
Pick 4: 8-0-8-7
Pick 5: 7-1-8-0-8
Evening
Pick 3: 7-2-5
Pick 4: 5-1-2-2
Pick 5: 3-2-1-6-9
Rolling Cash: 5-7-10-21-

39
Estimated jackpot:

$219,000

Today
5:30 p.m. — Redkey

Town Council special
meeting, park cabin, 200
S. Mooney St., Redkey.
6 p.m. — Redkey Town

Council, park cabin, 200
S. Mooney St., Redkey.

Friday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works, mayor’s
office, city hall, 321 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Monday
5 p.m. — Portland City

Council executive ses-
sion, council chambers,
fire station, 1616 N.
Franklin St.
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.
6 p.m. — Fort Recovery

School Board, communi-
ty room, Fort Recovery
High School, 400 E. But-
ler St.
7:30 p.m. — Fort

Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.
EN AVANT CLUB —

Meets at 1 p.m. on the
third Thursday of  each
month.
ORGAN TRANSPLANT

SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet at 3 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month
in the IU Health Blackford
main conference room.
JAY COUNTY

HUMANE SOCIETY —
Will meet at 5:30 p.m. the
third Thursday of  each
month at Jay County Pub-
lic Library. The public is
welcome.
NATIONAL SOCIETY

OF THE DAUGHTERS OF
THE AMERICAN REVO-
LUTION, MISSISSINEWA
CHAPTER — Will meet at
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov.
17, at Jay County Histori-
cal Museum. Jim
Waechter of  Museum of
the Solider will be the
speaker. Any woman 18 or
older who can prove line-
age to a Revolutionary
War patriot may join. For
more information, call
Kathy Selman at (260) 251-
1694 or Sue Sommers at
(260) 726-2678.
PORTLAND LIONS

CLUB — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. the third Thursday
of  the month at Portland
Lions Civic Center, 307 W.
100 North. 
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Thursday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.
FORGET-ME-NOT — A

support group for par-
ents, friends and relatives

who have lost a baby
through miscarriage,
birth or illness will meet
from 7 to 9 p.m. at St. Vin-
cent Randolph Hospital,
Winchester, in communi-
ty room 1. For more infor-
mation, call Kimberly
Sibery at (765) 964-6075 or
Nikki Bosworth at (765)
584-6452.

Friday
DUNKIRK HISTORI-

CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
the first and third Friday
of  each month in the for-
mer W.E. Gaunt Jewelry
building, 113 S. Main St.,
Dunkirk.
CINCINNATUS

LEAGUE — Will meet at
noon Friday, Nov. 18, at
Harmony Cafe in Port-
land.

Saturday
PORTLAND FARMERS

MARKET — Will be held
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. each
Saturday in the parking
lot at The Rock Church,
1605 N. Meridian St.
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical

Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.
DUNKIRK HISTORI-

CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.
MUSEUM OF THE SOL-

DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Monday 
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.
BRYANT AREA COM-

MUNITY CENTER —
Walking from 9:30 to 10:30
a.m. every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

DEAR ABBY: I have
been a widow for six
months. My late husband
was a physically and ver-
bally abusive alcoholic. I
spent numerous nights in
the ER waiting to be seen
and nursed many black
eyes throughout the
years. During all those
years of  abuse, which
was witnessed by numer-
ous friends and family, I
remained faithful and
dedicated to him and our
marriage, but due to the
toxicity of  our relation-
ship I was severely
depressed and needed
antidepressants. I tried
many times to get him
help and had family
interventions, only to
end up being threatened
with getting all my teeth
knocked out. 
My dilemma is that one

of  our friends has
become more than just a
friend. This man is a
kind, caring individual
and has done more for me
this last couple of  weeks
than my husband did my
entire marriage. I have
been so happy recently,
but I feel guilty for feel-
ing this way and wonder
if  I should be ashamed
for not grieving longer. I
feel maybe I’m doing

something wrong by
being happy and not hav-
ing to deal with the
abuse. What do you
think? — SURVIVOR IN
VIRGINIA
DEAR SURVIVOR:

What I think is that
you should be grateful
you are free of  your
abusive late husband. I
see no reason why you
should feel guilty for
not grieving the death
of  that disturbed indi-
vidual. 
That said, it’s very

important you take
your time before get-
ting into another exclu-
sive relationship. You
are extremely vulnera-
ble now. You need to
heal from the years of
abuse you experienced,
and possibly receive
counseling to ensure
you don’t drift toward
the “familiar” or over-
look warning signs of
another potential abus-
er.
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Abused widow
finds happiness FFA convention

Eighteen Fort Recovery FFA members
attended the national convention from Oct. 25
to Oct. 28 in Indianapolis. Four students from
Fort Recovery received their American FFA
degree, the highest degree a member can
receive. (Only 117 students have received the
award in chapter history.) Pictured left are
American FFA degree recipients AJ Romer and
Kendra Metzger. Not pictured are Connor Gower
and Clark Knapke. 

Pictured below are members who
attended the weeklong trip. From left, front row,
are Alayna Laux, Miranda Metzger, Elizabeth
Alig, Allison Knapke, Lindsey Wendel, Megan
Metzger, Ella Westgerdes, Liz Hartings and Holli
Fortman, and in the back row are Gabe
Acheson, Evan Keller, Ethan Evers, Matthew
Romer, Alex Dues, Lillie Heitkamp, Tyler
Wendel, Lane Ward and Liberty Pohlman.

Community Calendar

Dear
Abby
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By MORTON J. MARCUS
Officially there are 838,000

Hoosiers (13% of  the popula-
tion) below the federal poverty
level. But that’s not close to the
full story. It’s the poverty of
opportunity and the poverty of
thought in our state that also
deserves attention.
Poor quality of  education,

matched with poor expecta-
tions, results in a poverty of
opportunity. The poverty of
thought in our state administra-
tion and legislature, conjoined
with the same in many of  our
local governments, is the seed
corn for the poverty of  opportu-
nity.
To escape these depressing

aspects of  reality in Indiana, we
do have thoughtful and inspir-
ing work done by a number of

institutions and organizations
statewide. To highlight one is
not to deny the others.
Traces magazine is published

quarterly by the Indiana Histor-
ical Society. The summer 2022
issue featured a biography by
Wes Gehring (Ball State Univer-
sity) of  Sydney Pollack, Hoosier
born and raised, film director.
If  you love movies, you recall

“Three Days of  the Condor,”
“Tootsie,” “The Way We Were”

and “The Electric Horseman,”
all directed by Pollack. All were
movies with a message deliv-
ered without a sermon.
Pollack was born in Lafayette

and grew up in South Bend. He
escaped at 17 to New York City.
Most of  his brilliant work
focused on characters oppressed
by their social environment.
Ray Boomhower, editor of

Traces, opens the issue with a
polite damning of  Hoosier indif-
ference to reality. He reminds
readers that John Bartlow Mar-
tin’s “Indiana: An Interpreta-
tion” (1947) is still pertinent
reading.
Martin, born in Ohio, was

educated in Indiana and, upon
graduation from DePauw Uni-
versity and his first successful
freelance work, left the state.

The past is the present in Indi-
ana.
If  Indiana is to become more

than the wastewater of  the
nation, it must educate its resi-
dents. Yes, residents. It’s no
longer an issue to be brushed
off  as a failure of  our public
schools. Hoosier adults, by-and-
large, are ignorant perpetrators
of  discredited political and eco-
nomic thoughts.
Indiana will not attract the

workforce it seeks with the
beliefs of  the bully boys from
the boonies who populate our
General Assembly. Even worse
are the thousands of  “communi-
ty leaders” who will not oppose
one-party rule at the local, coun-
ty and state level. Fair redis-
tricting is not a 1950s Commu-
nist plot.

There are voices of  reason in
this state. There are thousands
of  people with good morals who
understand that the rewards in
life should result from what we
do for others, not to others.
Our immediate need is to

understand Indiana today. We
play at strategic planning, but
often we forecast a tomorrow
like yesterday.
As Pollack quotes Isak Dine-

sen in Out of  Africa, “the Earth
was made round so that we
would not see too far down the
road.” 
Many Hoosiers don’t even

know where we are on that
road.

•••••••••• 
Marcus is an economist.

Email him at mortonjmar-
cus@yahoo.com.

Hoosiers don’t know where we are

Herald Bulletin
(Anderson) 
On the day before the

election, a meme began
circulating on social
media with a girl dressed
as Little Orphan Annie
belting out a song.
“Tomorrow, tomorrow,

the commercials end
tomorrow,” the caption
read. “It’s only a day
away.”
Voters everywhere

were singing a similar
tune.
A reporter for Min-

nesota Public Radio
interviewed a voter
named Lee Miller outside
an early voting location
in Stillwater, Minnesota.
“I’m so sick of  seeing

them,” Miller said. “It’s
just … how much hate
people can have towards
each other? On both
sides.”
From television ads to

mailings, the mudsling-
ing seemed relentless.
“I mean, it’s one ad

against one of  them,”
Miller said, “and another
ad against the other one.”
In the same parking lot,

a voter named Kelly Find-
lay expressed a similar
sentiment.
“I think that they’re

much more divisive,” she
said, “and I feel like
there’s way too many of
them and way too much
money spent on them.”
Miller is already brac-

ing for what comes next.
“I sort of  fear what’s

going to happen in the
next year or two, depend-
ing on what these elec-
tions are across all the
states and in the federal
government,” he said.
“So it’s just going to be
worse, more of  the same
against each other, at
each other’s throats.”
Minnesota is not

unique. Ads across the
country seemed particu-
larly nasty this year, and
the meanness seemed to
grow as Election Day
drew closer.
None of  this should be

surprising. Political cam-
paigns are often messy,
and the ads they generate
frequently distort the
truth. Perhaps more trou-
bling is that many of
these ads are sponsored
by political action com-
mittees who aren’t direct-
ly linked to the individ-
ual candidates.
Why do politicians

insist on spreading these
ugly messages? The rea-
son is simple. Because
they work.
“It triggers a stronger

reaction,” David Schwei-
del, a professor of  mar-

keting at Emory Univer-
sity, told Atlanta’s WXIA
Channel 11 for a report
during the 2020 election.
“I might want to get you
to like the ad, but that’s
not my primary objec-
tive. My primary objec-
tive is to get you to vote.”
Or not to vote.

Research indicates that
negative advertising
actually drives down
voter participation.
Days before that Little

Orphan Annie post made
its appearance on social
media, a somewhat differ-
ent message was making
the rounds.
“Jesus, please watch

over our election,” it
said. “May good prevail
over evil.”
That, in just a few

words, sums up what is
wrong with today’s poli-
tics. Too many people on
both sides of  the divide
see an election as a fight
between good and evil.
It doesn’t have to be

this way. Political oppo-
nents don’t have to hate
each other. We can, in the
words of  the late U.S.
Supreme Court Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg,
“disagree without being
disagreeable.”
Ginsburg lived her life

that way. She and the late
Antonin Scalia were
steadfast in their friend-
ship even though they
rarely came down on the
same side of  a decision.
We would all do well to

follow that example.

Finally, we get
a bit of a break

By NICOLE RUSSELL
Fort Worth Star-Telegram
Tribune News Service
FORT WORTH, Texas — Though

the House and Senate are still
hanging in the balance, it’s clear
Republicans did not sweep the
nation with the “red wave” of  con-
servative wins like they hoped. If
anything, it was more of  a red
trickle.
Semantics aside, one thing is

clear: Gov. Ron
DeSantis swept Florida by nearly
20%, an incredible margin by any-
one’s standards. Texas’ own Gov.
Greg Abbott bested Beto O’Rourke,
the left’s most popular gubernatori-
al challenger, by 11%. Conserva-
tives should look to DeSantis and
Abbott for an explanation and
direction forward.
Unlike many conservative candi-

dates who narrowly won or even
lost, neither DeSantis nor Abbott
tiptoed around their core beliefs.
Both also focused on governing
competency. DeSantis and Abbott
went hard on what some people call
2022’s version of  the culture wars:
Lockdowns, mandates, education,
“woke” corporations.
Really, this is all just liberty.

DeSantis and Abbott went all-in on
competence and freedom, which
turned out to be a winning combi-
nation.
In his rousing victory speech,

DeSantis said: “We saw freedom
and our very way of  life, in so
many other jurisdictions in this
country, wither on the vine. Florida
held the line. We chose facts over
fear, we chose education over
indoctrination, we chose law and
order over rioting and disorder.
Florida was a refuge of  sanity
when the world went mad. We stood
as a citadel of  freedom for people
across this country and across the
world.”

DeSantis couldn’t be more right.
A politician with an authoritarian
bent believes he or she knows what
is best for everyone. A leader who
values competence and liberty
equally knows that letting people
have freedom of  choice while offer-
ing a solid framework of  bound-
aries, laws and consequences for
those choices is how people really
thrive.
The pandemic provided an apt

example. During the
pandemic, Abbott and
DeSantis issued brief  quarantine
orders, but after analyzing the data
on COVID-19 and its spread, they
decided to reopen Texas and Flori-
da. Ultimately, mask mandates
were lifted after a short time, peo-
ple were allowed to reopen their
businesses, and children were
allowed to learn in-person at
school.
Compared to other parts of  the

country, some of  which remained
in strict lockdown for almost two
years, this was a breath of  fresh air,
an indictment of  government over-
reach, and most importantly, a
boon for liberty. Both governors
had the competence to see the right
thing and follow through with it,
even though they were in the
minority and scolded for it.
Their courage has paid off. Peo-

ple are leaving states that locked
down for years, like California and
New York, and flocking to Florida
and Texas in droves. Liberty cou-
pled with competence is magnetic.

In his victory speech, Abbott said
he ran for office again for “parents
who just want to be able to choose
the school that’s best for their
child.” In the last few years, DeSan-
tis has supported parents’ advocat-
ing for their kids’ and the content
they consume in school. As gover-
nor, he listened to them when they
disagreed with progressive ideas in
schools.
Letting parents help determine

what their children learn, shun-
ning liberal indoctrination in
schools, refusing to give in to
“woke” ideas, laying down bound-
aries, facts, and data and choosing
to honor those, refusing to imple-
ment income taxes — these are
things that the electorate clearly
wants.
DeSantis and Abbott share

another commonality: Both men
were careful not to lean too much
on former President Donald Trump
in their re-election campaigns or
obsess about the integrity of  the
2020 election results. This paid off.
Other staunch Trump allies, like
Rep. Lauren Boebert of  Colorado,
Senate candidate Mehmet Oz in
Pennsylvania and Michigan gover-
nor candidate Tudor Dixon — like-
ly in part due to their vocal align-
ment with the former president,
who refuses to acknowledge the
2020 election results.
Abbott and DeSantis focused on

the best ways to make two of  the
largest states operate effectively,
championing low taxes, listening to
what the people want, and letting
them make their own choices with-
in a reasonable framework of  laws.
This strategy increased their com-
petence and marked them as lead-
ers who love liberty. It’s the path
forward for the GOP.

••••••••••
Russell is a writer for the Fort

Worth Star-Telegram.

DeSantis, Abbott showed the way
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(260) 726-9345
115 E. Main St.

Portland, IN

www.portins.com

Baird-Freeman 
Funeral Home

� e Teeter Family

221 N. Meridian St
Portland, IN 47371
(260) 726-7171

Great Food,
No Bull!

1204 W. Votaw  Portland

(260) 726-9647

Used Auto and 
Truck Parts

1127 S. Detroit Ave.
Portland, IN 47371

(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautopartsinc.com

All inventory online

Matt’s Garage

205 W. Union St.
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8761
Call us today!

Mellissa Hall
260-729-5200

Call me for your 
Promotional Pens • Pencils
Business Gifts • Calendars

This Area
Church page is
made possible

through
the courtesy of
the following

sponsors!

(260) 726-6263
1100 N. Meridian St.   

Portland, IN

Portland True Value

Behind every project is a

Shop Local
Save Time • Save Money

Williamson,
Spencer & Penrod
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Todd & Rob Penrod

“Serving As We 
Would Be Served”

From 2 Convenient Locations
PORTLAND (260) 726-7111
PENNVILLE (260) 731-8811

Complete Septic 
Systems

Backhoe • Dozer 
Hauling • Trenching 

Drain Cleaning
3042 West 400 North,

Portland
p 260.726.2230

This Area
Church page is
made possible

through
the courtesy of
the following

sponsors!

MAY
FINANCIAL

GROUP, INC.
LIFE • HEALTH

INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

MEDICARE 
SUPPLEMENTS
ANNUITIES

JEFF  HALL
your hometown agent

for over 30 years
(260) 729-5200

jeff@mayfg.com

111 W. Main Street• Portland, IN

Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.
All services are Sunday,

unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist
204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m.
asburyministries.org

Banner Christian   
Assembly of God 
1217 W. Votaw St., Port-

land
Michael Burk
(260) 726-4282
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Bellefountain
United Methodist
440 S. 600 East 
Gordon Jackson
Services: 9 a.m.

Bethel United
Methodist
Indiana 167, 4 miles north

of  Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East
Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist
301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in

umc.org

Christ Chapel
105 S. Elm St., Fort Recov-

ery
Quentin Elsea
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of Christ
(Southside)
1209 S. Shank St., Portland
Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6:30

p.m.

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)
8472 S. 800 East, Union City
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy
797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-

tland
Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the Brethren
Floral and Chicago

avenues, Portland
Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God
South Broad Street,

Dunkirk
Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m. Fri-

day

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St., Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6 p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County
2875 E. 200 South
Gordon Jackson
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South, Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcenter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First American Baptist
427 S. Main St., Dunkirk
Dan Coffman
(765) 768-7157
Services: 10:40 a.m.,

5 p.m.

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 
341 S. Meridian St., Red-

key
Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene
401 E. Boundary St., Fort

Recovery
Revs. Brad and Kate

Ratliff
(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist
309 E. Boundary St., Fort

Recovery
Rev. David Porath
(419) 678-2071
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 
468 E. Washington St.,

Dunkirk
Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist
100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the Brethren
Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist
435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67, Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Services: 8:30 a.m., 4:30

p.m. Saturday 
churchofthemostholytrin-

ity.com

Hopewell of
Life Ministries
County road 200 South, 2

miles east of  Indiana 1
Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic
506 E. Walnut St., Port-

land
Fr. Peter Logsdon
(260) 726-7055
Services: 6:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East,

Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians
403 Sharpsburg Road,

Fort Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
United Methodist
216 W. Pleasant St.,

Dunkirk
John Retter
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist
County roads 600 East

and 200 North
Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine
4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship
1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Port-

land
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 755-6354
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist
5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian
1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist
829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pennville United
Methodist
190 W. Main St., Pennvil-

le
Gary Newton
(765) 669-1070
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland First
Church of Nazarene
920 S. Shank St., Port-

land
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Port-

land
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God
4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-

Randolph county line)
Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries
9811 W. Indiana 67,

southwest of  Redkey
Rev. Craig and Robin

Cotherman
(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First Christian
Union and Malin streets,

Redkey
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist
122 W. Main St., Redkey
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 
801 W. High St.
Chuck Hollandbeck
(765) 369-2676
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ
3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries
228 S. Meridian St., Port-

land
Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. James Lutheran
County road 600 East,

south of  county road 400
South
Robin Owen
Services: 10:30 a.m.
pastorrobino@gmail.com

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sunday

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
County roads 400 North

and 550 West
Rev. Mike Heckman
(260) 731-4733
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

(the 2nd and 4th Sunday at
Pennville Park from June
through September)

Sugar Grove
United Methodist
County roads 600 South

and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
17920 Indiana 167, Dunkirk 
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
7pillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)
pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity United Methodist
323 S. Meridian St., Por-

tland
(260) 726-8391
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:30 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6 p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene
County road 900 North

(Jay-Wells county line)
Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Westchester
United Methodist
4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Services: 10:35 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ
204 W. Walnut St., Portland
Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof-

christ.org 

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Darrell Borders
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@g

mail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.
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LIVE AND ONLINE
PUBLIC AUCTION
Located 806 E Votaw

St., 
Portland, IN 

Bubp Building at Jay Co.
Fairgrounds.

Saturday November
19th, 2022
10 A.M.

ANTIQUES, FURNI-
TURE & COL-
LECTIBLES

Baseball cards, Top Gun
trapper keeper, Gris-
wold/Favorite & Wapak
cast iron skillets, Pet
Milk metal sign spice
box, knives, gun cases,
tackle boxes with lures,
new fishing poles, large
selection of Department
56 Charles Dickens Vil-
lages & Longaberger
baskets, vintage child’s
sleds, early hump back
steamer trunks, Berlin
child’s wagon toys, John
Deere Model #20 pedal
tractor, farm toys, Hot
Wheels & Matchbox

cars, 80+ lunch boxes to
include

– Dukes of Hazzard, Fall
Guy, Masters of the Uni-
verse, Kings Island, Evil
Knievel, G.I. Joe, Alf,

Transformers, Six Million
Dollar Man, Hopalong
Cassidy & many

more, 100+ Mattel Bar-
bie dolls in their original
boxes.  Way to much to

list it all.
GREG RICHARDS &
OTHERS OWNERS
Grube Auctioneering,

LLC
Adrian Grube
AU11500034
419-305-9202

PARKS &AMP; OTH-
ERS AUCTION

Saturday, NOVEMBER
19, 2022

10:00 A.M. / 10:30 A.M. 
Double Ring

806 E. Votaw Street,
Portland, IN

Jay Co. Fairgrounds
Bob Schmit Memorial

Hall
COLLECTIBLES –

HOUSEHOLD – FURNI-
TURE - PRIMITIVES –

TOOLS - MISC
Washer &amp; Dryer;
Furn; Ant. furn; Kitchen
table w/ 4 chairs; Curio
cabinet; Roll top desk;
Misc Glassware; Pyrex;
Galvanized tubs; Primi-

tives; Pet Milk
Coldwater OH milk can;
Ant. buffet; Vtg watering
cans; red radio flyer

wagon; Craftsman Tools;
Tool boxes; Sockets;

Wrenches; Yd tools; Sm
2

man saw; so much
more!

Preview Friday, Novem-
ber 18, 2022 1-4 P.M.
www.auctionzip.com
#11389 Full Ad & Pic-

tures
Richard “Dick” Parks
(deceased) &amp; Oth-

ers, owners
Mel Smitley’s Real

Estate & Auctioneering
260-726-6215 - Office

Laci Smitley
AU10600051 

(260)-729-2281- Cell 
Gary White 
AU19800069 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 7262 W 200 N

Pennville IN
Saturday Morning

NOVEMBER 19, 2022
10:00 A.M.

CAR – JOHN DEERE
GATOR- SNOWMOBILE
2010 Cadillac DTS 4
door car with sunroof
and lots of accessories.
2011 John Deere TX
Gator 4 x 2 with

powersteering ; John
Deere Trail Fire 440

snowmobile.
MODERN HOUSEHOLD
- OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS - TOOLS
Lazy Boy recliner; Lazy
Boy rocker/recliner;

leather recliners; model
cars; Longaberger

baskets; Ashton Drake
ornaments; Napa battery
charger; Craftsman air
compressor; oil filled

heater;
bicycles; grills; sled;
wagon; shutters; and
many other items not

listed.
JACK AND MARIJANE

HOUCK
Loy Auction
AC#31600027 
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons
AU10700085 
Travis Theurer
AU11200131
PUBLIC AUCTION
THURSDAY, DECEM-

BER 29, 2022
9:00 A.M.

LOCATED: 3430 W
State Road 67, Portland,
IN or 3 ½ miles west of
Portland at the corner of
Hwy 67 and County
Road 200 South.

FARM TRACTORS–
FARM EQUIP.–CON-
STRUCTION EQUIP. –
TRUCKS–TRAILER-

VEHICLES- RIDING
MOWERS–ATVS–

ATTACHMENTS–MISC.
NOW ACCEPTING

CONSIGNMENTS Until
Tuesday, December 27

@ 5 p.m.
Statements made sale
day take precedence
over written ad.

TERMS: CASH OR
GOOD CHECK NOT
RESPONSIBLE FOR

ACCIDENTS
NOT RESPONSIBLE
FOR NO SHOWS

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Indiana Sales Tax will be
collected at this auction.
AREA CONTRACTORS
& FARMERS OWNERS

AUCTIONEERS
Zane Shawver

Lic. #AU10500168
260-729-2229
Pete D. Shawver
Lic. #AU19700040
260-726-5587

www.auctionzip.com –
Auctioneer ID #4243
PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 4057 South
1000 West Redkey IN (
just south of 400 south

on 1000 west)
NOVEMBER 19, 2022 

10 A.M.
REAL ESTATE

3 bedroom, 2 bathroom
ranch style home con-
taining 1,704 sq. ft. of
finished living area.

24’x24’ attached garage.
24’x22’ attached work
area. 32’x42’ pole build-
ing. 28’x32’ shop, above

ground pool. 
Open house will take
place on November 6th
from 1-3pm. or for pri-
vate showing phone

auctioneers.
TRACTOR-MOTOR

HOME-CAMPERS-VAN-
MOWERS

ITC model UC25HD

compact tractor with
hydraulic loader and

back hoe attachment (53
actual hours), 1992 Ford
E350 Airex motor home
(low miles), 1988 Ford
Econoline 150 van, 1976
Yamaha 350 motorcycle,
Polaris magnum 2x4

ATV,.
ANTIQUES-APPLI-

ANCES- HOUSEHOLD
Texaco and Tonka toy
trucks, Valvoline road
signs, 3 coin operated
candy machines, Coca-
Cola cooler, Broyhill
entertainment center,
Kirby sweeper, luggage

rack.
OWNERS: STROHL

ESTATE
Shawver Auctioneering
and Real Estate 
AC31800004 
AUCTIONEERS
Pete D. Shawver 

AU19700040
260-726-5587 
Zane Shawver 
AU10500168 
260-729-2229

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos. 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

PORTLAND POLICE
DEPARTMENT is now
hiring for a full time Offi-
cer, Reserves and Part
time dispatch. We will be
taking applications
through November 25th.
Starting pay for Full-Time
officer $50,131.00 Later-
al transfer and bonus
$5000.00 between 3
years. Part-time starting
pay $14.00 plus.19 per
hour for IDACS certifica-
tion. Benefits include;
paid holidays, vacation,
sick and personal days,
health, vision, and dental
insurance, PERF, and life
insurance. Must be 18
years old to apply. Pick
up applications at the
police department till
6PM or print a copy off of
our website: thecityof-
portland.net.  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 
3 BEDROOM 1 BATH 3
Bedroom 2 Bath very
nice House for rent in
Portland. Privacy fence
in back.. Central Heat
and Air. 2 car attached
garage. No smoking or
pets 950/month.. Renter
pays utilities. Call 419-
852-9539 
3 BEDROOM 1 BATH 3
Bedroom 1 Bath very
nice House for rent close
to Portland. Central Heat
and Air. No smoking or
pets.800/month. Renter
pays utilities. Call 419-
852-9539 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED 200 FOR RENT
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Continued from page 8
“So we just passed and

cut and screened away.
And then when we felt
good, we got a good lane,
we attacked. … It feels
different. Our offense
moves a lot differently.”
Using a motion offense

means the team will be
somewhat position-less,
with most players able to
step out and shoot or
attack inside.
“I think this is a team

that’s going to surprise
some people,” said Gann,
“because … we don’t have
one person that (oppos-
ing teams) need to worry
about. They need to
worry about five of  us. …
“I feel like we’re very

spread across. These girls
really work hard and
work well together.”
On defense, Gann plans

to implement circum-
stantial pressure. Some
defenders will be in the
face of  the ball handler,
others will give more of  a
cushion.
The Indians are hoping

to be able to improve on
last year’s 7-17 record.
With such a young group,
they also have a lot of
room for growth.
“We’ve got to win some

games,” said Gann. “But
more importantly for
these guys, it’s continu-
ing to grow the ability
and the want to compete.
We’ve got to get them

hungry. I think through
that hard work and deter-
mination, you become
hungrier to win. 
“And so the end result

is obviously winning. But
sometimes building and
teaching how to compete
and how to want to win is
the journey, it’s the
process. If  winning was
easy, everybody could do
it. It’s the process that
becomes hard part.”
She said she believes

she’s got a group of  play-
ers with the desire and
chemistry to go through
that process.
“It’s fun to be around,”

Gan added. “It reminds
me of  all the reasons why
I coach.”

Process ... 2022-23 schedule
Date Opponent Time
Saturday, Nov. 17 Arcanum 6 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 28 Mississinawa Valley 6 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 1 New Bremen 6 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 3 Jay County noon
Thursday, Dec. 8 Parkway 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 13 St. Marys 6 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 15 Versailles 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 20 Wapakoneta 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 23 Tri-Village 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 5 St. John’s 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 12 Coldwater 6 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 14 Ansonia noon
Tuesday, Jan. 17 South Adams 6 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 19 Marion Local 6 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 21 Franklin Monroe noon
Monday, Jan. 23 Indian Lake 6 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 26 St. Henry 6 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 28 Troy Christian noon
Thursday, Feb. 2 Minster 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 7 Celina 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 9 New Knoxville 6 p.m.
Home games in bold

By MICHAEL SHAPIRO
Houston Chronicle
Tribune News Service
Justin Verlander con-

tinues to add to his Hall
of  Fame credentials after
his age-39 season.
The Houston Astros ace

captured his third
career Cy Young award in
unanimous fashion
Wednesday night as he
earned every first-place
vote. Verlander’s team-
mate and World Series
hero Framber Valdez fin-
ished fifth in the voting.
According to MLB Net-

work’s Jon Morosi, Ver-
lander is the first pitcher
to win the award after not
throwing an MLB inning
in the previous season.
Verlander is now one of

11 pitchers in baseball
history to win a trio of  Cy
Young awards, and his
2022 campaign was
arguably the best of  his 15
full seasons in the majors.
Verlander led the Ameri-
can League with a 1.75
ERA, and he posted his
lowest single-season walk
total en route to the
league lead in WHIP. The
advanced metrics paint
an even brighter picture
of  Verlander’s brilliance,
as his 220 ERA+ is the
fourth-best mark of  all
single seasons since 2000.
The future Hall of

Famer limped out of  the
gate in the 2022 postsea-
son, but he quickly
rebounded with an 11-
strikeout masterpiece
against the Yankees in
Game 1 of  the ALCS. The
Fall Classic brought Ver-
lander a moment of
catharsis. He held the
Phillies to one run over
five grinding innings in
Game 5, and he earned
his first victory in a
World Series game after
eight previous winless
starts.
The Astros secured the
title two nights later, giv-
ing Verlander his second
career championship.
Verlander is one of  five

pitchers in baseball histo-
ry with five or more sea-
sons of  250-plus strike-
outs. Only four pitchers
in the modern era have a
better career ERA+. He is
the lone active pitcher
with 3,000 career innings
and 3,000 career strike-
outs.

Astros’
ace wins
3rd Cy
Young

By GEORGE BREMER
The Herald Bulletin (Anderson)
Tribune News Service
INDIANAPOLIS — It was the

day after the devastating loss
in New England, and Indianapo-
lis Colts general manager Chris
Ballard was addressing the team
about the decision to fire head
coach Frank Reich.
The meeting was about to

adjourn and the reeling players
would head their separate ways.
But Matt Ryan had something to
say.
Despite losing his starting job

two weeks earlier, the veteran
quarterback delivered a passion-
ate speech to his teammates
about the importance of  sticking
together and not allowing the
season to spiral out of  control.
It was a prime example of  the

rare leadership Ryan possesses,
and it set the tone for a wild week
capped by a 25-20 victory Sunday
against the Las Vegas Raiders.
“He’s such a vocal leader, and

he’s just a good leader in gener-
al,” safety Julian Blackmon said
Wednesday at the Indiana Farm
Bureau Football Center. “He fires
his guys on offense up. Last
week, they were really turnt up
in practice, and it kind of  excited
all of  us on defense because we
already play with an edge on
defense. So to see the offense
willing to step up to the chal-
lenge and play the way that they
did, it was really good to see.”
A week after scoring just three

points against the Patriots and
going 0-for-14 on third down, the
Colts (4-5-1) put together their
most complete offensive per-
formance of  the season.
They rushed for a season-high

208 yards while averaging 6.9
yards per carry and surrendered
just a single sack.
Ryan kept things balanced by

going 21-of-28 for 222 yards and a
touchdown without an intercep-
tion, but his words early in the

week might have been just as
impactful as his performance on
game day.
He’d been through this just two

years ago when the Atlanta Fal-
cons fired head coach Dan
Quinn after an 0-5 start, and he
wanted to make sure his team-
mates’ minds were in the right
place — even if  he still was
unsure when, or if, he’d be able
to rejoin them on the field.
“It was just kind of  letting the

guys know I had been through a
similar type situation to this
in Atlanta with the length of  the
season still remaining … and
that it’s just going to be about
this group — the guys in this
locker room coming together and
playing for each other and play-
ing for themselves,” Ryan said. “I
think that there’s gonna be a lot

of  changes that are going on
here, regardless of  how the rest
of  the season shakes out. And
these guys have a lot of  career in
front of  them, and so what they
do and how they do it and how
they come back to work that
Wednesday matters.
“Regardless of  your feelings

on how everything has shaken
out, how we go out there and how
we perform and how we work is
the standard we have for our-
selves in this room. And it was
just kind of  hammering home
that message.”
The message meshed well

interim head coach Jeff  Satur-
day’s decision to empower the
leaders in the locker room to
take control of  the season.
Ryan’s words reminded his

teammates they control their

performance regardless of  the
head coach.
“He’s one of  the greatest leaders

I’ve met,” defensive tackle DeFor-
est Buckner said. “With all the
experience that he’s had in this
league leading men, just telling the
guys we’re really gonna be the
ones to turn things around and
guys gotta wake up. And I feel like
the guys took it obviously to heart.
“It doesn’t matter if  it’s a new

coach, same coach, old coach, the
way we’ve been playing was unac-
ceptable, and just what you put on
tape, that’s your resume. Guys
really took it to heart, and I feel
like a lot of  guys woke up. And
obviously with Jeff  coming in as
well, the energy he’s brought and
the type of  accountability he’s
brought in with himself  as well,
it’s been great.”

Ryan speech was inspiration

Tribune News Service/Las Vegas Review-Journal/Erik Verduzco

Indianapolis Colts quarterback Matt Ryan (2) gets ready to snap the ball for a play
Sunday against the Raiders in the second half at Allegiant Stadium in Las Vegas.
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Jay Co. girls host
No. 2 Falcons Saturday,
see Sports on tap

Get all of your local
sports information online

by visiting thecr.com

After a pair of  off  games
offensively, Alli Vaughn
was ready for a breakout.
Vaughn, a 2021 Fort

Recovery High school
graduate, poured in a
career-high 18 points Fri-
day as the Huntington Uni-
versity women’s basket-
ball team came up just
short in a 69-67 loss to Indi-
ana University – South-
east.
The sophomore, who

had been limited to just six
points combined in the
previous two games, shot
8-of-13 from the field for
her new scoring high. Her
previous high was 15 on
Nov. 23, 2021, against
Bethel.
She also hit a pair of

free throws while grab-
bing five rebounds, dish-
ing out three assists and
snagging one steal.
Vaughn followed up that

effort with another 16
points Saturday as Hunt-
ington (3-4) bounced back
to beat IU – East 67-61. She
was even better from the
field, finishing 8-of-10,
while adding five
rebounds, three steals, two
assists and a block.
She is averaging 10.6

points per game this sea-
son, second for the
Foresters behind Emily
Seboe (11.9).  Her 4.1
rebounds per game are
third-most on the team
and she also averages 2
assists.

Lizzy Dollar
Jay County – 2022
Went 3-2 for the Indiana

Tech women’s wrestling
team Saturday as it
placed second at the Adri-
an College Women’s Invi-
tational.
Dollar scored pins in

her first two matches at
the tournament, defeat-
ing Natalie Gonzalez of
Aurora in 32 seconds and
Alexis Hart-Butcher of
the host Bulldogs in 4
minutes, 1 second. She
then lost by pin in the
quarterfinal to her Indi-
ana Tech teammate,
Emma Jones.
The freshman bounced

back to defeat Trine’s
Riley Morrison by pin in
the consolation bracket
before dropping the fifth-
place match by technical
fall to another teammate,
Isabelle Silva.

Vivienne Kunkler
Jay County – 2019
Turned in a third-place

finish for the Bethel Col-
lege women’s swim team
Saturday as it lost to host
NAIA No. 5 Olivet
Nazarene and No. 9 Indi-

ana Wesleyan in a three-
team meet.
Kunkler’s best race of

the day was the 100-yard
breaststroke in which she
finished third in 1 minute,
7.03 seconds. She also
placed nine in 26.29 in the
50 freestyle.
The senior joined Paula

Ronda Bou, Kayla Logeais
and Emma McClelland for
fourth in the 200 medley
relay.

Eliza Bader
Jay County – 2021
Took fifth place in both

of  her individual events in
the Ball State University
in Friday’s 189.5-109.5 vic-
tory over IUPUI
Bader finished in the

No. 5 spot in the 50-yard
freestyle in 25.02 seconds.
She was also fifth with a
time of  1:00.18 in the 100
butterfly.
She joined Makayla

Miller, Sophia Kuehn and
Jenn Gillen to place fourth
in the 400 medley relay and
teamed with Lilia
Newkirk, Emma Horton
and Shelby Crist for fourth
in the 400 freestyle relay.

Olivia Patch
FRHS – 2021
Played for the Hillsdale

College women’s basket-
ball team Sunday in its 66-
55 victory over Quincy.
Patch grabbed one

rebound in her less than a
minute on the court.

Vaughn hits career high

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
The Indians are short

on experience.
They’re also short on

numbers.
What coach Holly Gann

is banking on is that their
team chemistry, work
ethic and heart will be
able to overcome those
limitations.
The Fort Recovery High

School girls basketball
team has just one senior
and two of  its top six play-
ers returning from last
season as it prepares to
open its season Saturday
at Arcanum.
“Our goal every day is

to be able to learn and
grow,” said Gann, a 2007
FRHS graduate who is in
her fourth year coaching
the Indians. “Every day
we’ve got to get better and
learn something new. And
so far I’ve been so
impressed with how well
they’ve been working
together and doing that.”
The Tribe was original-

ly scheduled to open Fri-
day against Crestview, but
that game was moved
after the Knights
advanced to the volleyball
state finals.
Junior Cali Wendel and

sophomore Kennedy Muh-
lenkamp return as the
only players who saw
more than 15 minutes of
playing time per game last
season.
Wendel, who will be a

wing, is the top returning
scorer at 4.9 points per
game. She hit 14 3-point-
ers as a sophomore while

dishing out 69 assists, sec-
ond-most on the team.
Muhlenkamp, who will

run the point, averaged 4.5
points per game while
grabbing 98 rebounds and
adding 24 assists. She shot
78% from the free-throw
line, by far the best for the
Indians in 2021-22.
“(Cali) got good, quality

minutes for us last year,”
said Gann. “We expect that
same thing out of  her.
Shooting the ball is a
strong suit for her.
“(Kennedy) just moves so

well with the ball,” she
added. “She can shoot.
She’s tall. She’s just one of
those athletes that can kind
of  do it all.”

Also returning after
getting some varsity min-
utes last season are soph-
omore Karlie Niekamp,
Madison Guggenbiller
— she is the only senior
on the team — and Saige
Leuthold. (Kensey
Gaerke, a junior, will be
cheering on her team
from the bench after suf-

fering an ACL tear during
volleyball.)
Gann said she also

expects sophomore Eva
Kahlig to see varsity playing
time this year.
With the smaller crew and

no proven high-level scorer,
the Indians are going to
implement a new offensive
philosophy. It will be predi-

cated on moving the ball,
limiting possessions and
getting high-quality shots.
“We had eight turnovers

in our scrimmage, scored 41
points and we were really
disciplined,” said Gann as
she discussed the way she
wants her team to play. “We
just didn’t dribble. 
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It’s a process

Collegiate
Check-up

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Boys basketball scrim-
mage vs. Yorktown – 6 p.m.; Girls wrestling
and JV boys wrestling vs. Columbia City –
6 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Girls basketball vs. Bell-

mont – 6 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Girls wrestling at

Northview – TBA; Girls swimming at West-
field Invitational – 10 a.m.; Girls basket-
ball vs. Winchester – 6 p.m.; JV wrestling
at Adams Central – 9 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball at
Arcanum – 6 p.m.; Boys basketball scrim-
mage vs. Kaide – 10 a.m.

TV sports
Today

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Nebrask at St. John’s (FS1)

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college hockey:
Minnesota at Michigan (BTN)

Friday
7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Milwau-

kee Bucks at Philadelphia 76ers (ESPN)
8 p.m. — NBA basketball: Indiana Pac-

ers at Houston Rockets (Bally Indiana)
10 p.m. — NBA basketball: New York

Knicks at Golden State Warriors (ESPN)

Saturday
11 a.m. — College football: Navy at

Central Florida (ESPN2)
Noon — College football: Louisiana at

Florida State (Bally Indiana); Illinois at
Michigan (ABC); Wisconsin at Nebraska
(ESPN); TCU at Baylor); Northwestern at
Purdue (FS1); Indiana at Michigan State
(BTN)

2:15 p.m. — College football: Oregon
State at Arizona State (ESPN2)

Local notes
FR tickets available

Season tickets for Fort Recovery

boys and girls basketball are available
now.

Tickets can be purchased from 7:45
a.m. to 4 p.m. on weekdays in the high
school office. They are $55 for adults
and $35 for students.

All-sport passes are also available for
$150 for adults and $50 for students.
Senior citizen passes are $30, junior
high adult passes are $25 and junior
high student passes are $10.

Wrestling registration set
A sign-up session is scheduled for

kindergarten through second graders
who would like to be part of Jay County
Wrestling Club.

The club’s Little Patriots Program is
for those in kindergarten through second
grade and focuses on wrestling basics.
The registration fee is $80.

Sign ups will be at 6 p.m. Nov. 22 and
6 p.m. Nov. 29.

••••••••••
To have an event listed in “Sports on

tap,” email details to sports@thecr.com.

Sports on tap

The Indian girls have a small, inexperienced roster,
but Gann believes work ethic, chemistry can carry them

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Pictured is the 2022-23 Fort Recovery High School girls basketball team. Front row from left are Elena Matsuda, Maria Bumlai,
Ella Westgerdes, Kiana Matsuda, Madison Heitkamp, Lily Schwieterman and Cali Wendel. Back row are coach Holly Gann, Kensey
Gaerke, Saige Leuthold, Karlie Niekamp, Kennedy Muhlenkamp, Maddie Guggenbiller, Eva Kahlig and assistant coach Jeff Vaughn.


