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Jay County had a high temper-
ature of  75 degrees Friday.

Today’s forecast calls for
showers with winds at 25 to 30
miles per hour — gusts will be up
to 50 miles per hour — and a high
of  68. More rain is expected

tonight with the low dropping to
45.

Skies will be sunny Sunday
and Monday with highs in the
60s. Lows will be in the 40s.

See page 2 for an extended out-
look.

Arts Place will host per-
formance troupe Letters
Aloud for “All Our Best: Per-
severance in Times of  Trou-
ble” at 7 p.m. Saturday. The
event features actors read-
ing letters by individuals
experiencing pandemics,
social upheaval, discrimina-
tion and more. Admission is
free.

Tuesday — Results from
the FRHS cross country team
at the state finals.

Wednesday — Coverage of
all of  the local races from
Election Day.

Weather In review Coming up
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A retired manufacturing
supervisor, a children’s pastor
and a former teacher and judge
are seeking to replace a longtime
school board member.

Tom Crouch, Gloria Hamilton
and Tommy “Chip” Phillips are
all running for the District 2 seat
on Jay School Board. Incumbent
Mike Shannon, who has served
five terms, decided not to run for
re-election.

Crouch is retired after a career
as a supervisor for manufactur-
ing firms including Sheller-
Globe and Sonoco in Portland;
Magna Powertrain in Muncie;
and Integrated Manufacturing &
Assembly in Berne. He is a 1969
graduate of  Dunkirk High
School and ran for the Republi-

can nomination for Dunkirk
Mayor in 2019.

Hamilton serves as the family
and children’s pastor at Dunkirk
Nazarene Church. She graduated
from Muncie Southside High
School in 1992, Ivy Tech (early
childhood education) in 1995, Indi-
ana Wesleyan University with a
bachelor’s degree in business

administration in 1999 and a mas-
ter’s degree in management in
2001. She home schools her chil-
dren, she said, in part because of
curriculum and to be able to give
individualized learning that would
not be available in large class-
rooms. This is her first time run-
ning for office.

Phillips is retired after a 38-year

career in teaching with 34 of  those
years for Jay School Corporation.
He was also Dunkirk City Court
Judge for 16.5 years. (He resigned
from that position and was repri-
manded by Indiana Supreme
Court in April 2017 following an
altercation with Dunkirk’s police
chief.) He retired as a lieutenant
colonel after serving 27 years in
the U.S. Air Force Reserve. He
earned his bachelor’s degree in
education from Marion College in
1978 and master’s degree in educa-
tion from Ball State University in
1985.

The candidates were asked to
respond to a questionnaire from
The Commercial Review. Their
answers follow.

See Three page 2

Three seek to follow Shannon
Crouch, Hamilton and Phillips
are running for District 2 seat

The current District 1
representative on Jay
School Board moved out
of  the district.

Four candidates are
hoping to replace him.

Mike Foreman, Bran-
don Kloer, Marcie Vor-
mohr and Chad Bricker
are all seeking the District
1 seat on Jay School
Board. The winner of
Tuesday’s election will
replace Chris Snow, who
moved out of  the district
and is now running in
District 5.

Brick is the owner of
Bricker Auction Company
and Realty and also works
for Tucker of  Muncie Real
Estate. He graduated from
Reppert School of  Auc-
tioneering and Tucker
School of  Real Estate.

Foreman is a graduate
of  Monroe Central High
School (1974) and Ball
State University (1978). He
is retired.

Kloer is a mechanical
engineer at Honeywell. He
graduated from Muncie
Southside High School in
2001 and earned a bache-
lor’s degree in psychology
from Indiana University
(2005) and a bachelor’s
degree in mechanical
engineering from IPFW
(2018).

Vormohr graduated
from Jay County High
School in 1977 and
DePauw University. She is
a homemaker. Her hus-
band Frank served two
terms on Jay School
Board and Snow is her
nephew.

The candidates, none of
whom have held elected
office before, were asked
to respond to a question-
naire from The Commer-
cial Review. Their
answers follow.

See Crowded page 5

Four are
in race

for seat in
District 1

Twenty-five years ago
this week, voters gave
the green light to build
a new school.

The Nov. 5, 1997, edi-
tion of  The Commercial
Review featured elec-
tion coverage that
included 79% approval
for a school levy for the
construction of  a new
elementary school. 

The result of  that levy
and subsequent build-
ing project is the cur-
rent Fort Recovery Ele-
mentary/Middle School
on Sharpsburg Road.

Voters overwhelming-
ly supported the 4.75
mill levy that included
an additional 0.5 mill
for maintenance. It was
expected to raise about
$3.5 million for the proj-
ect.

With the levy
approved, the school
district qualified to

receive $13 million from
Ohio’s Building Assis-
tance Program to con-
struct the new school
and remodel the high
school for handicapped
accessibility.

Work on the project
had started with a facil-
ities assessment com-
mittee four years earlier
with plans quickly
solidified to pursue a
building assistance
project. The committee,
school board members
and administrators
worked beginning in
September 1993 to learn
more about the program
and gain approval. That
finally came from the
state in July 1997 with
funding approved a
month later, but the
project still hinged on
the levy issue. Superin-
tendent Pat Niekamp
and school board mem-

bers had spent months
advocating for the proj-
ect prior to election day
at club meetings, sorori-
ty gatherings, church
functions and anywhere
anyone would listen.

They got positive
early indications on the
project with the handful
of  district voters in Bur-
kettsville and Darke
County supporting the
levy 28-4. But an issue
with election equip-
ment delayed the tally.

“I wish those results
would come in,” said
Niekamp about 10:45
p.m. while pacing the
board room.

The final phone call
came at 11:45 p.m.

Niekamp’s reaction?
“That’s super!”
“I’m tickled to see

that kind of  support
from the community,”
he added later.

Retrospect

School levy passed

The Commercial Review/Mary Ann Lewis

Fort Recovery Local School’s superintendent Pat Niekamp (left),
high school principal Ed Snyder, school board member Jack Staugler,
elementary school principal Nancy Knapke and board member Dan Kahlig
react after learning an election equipment issue would delay the results of
voting on Nov. 4, 1997. Though it took a bit longer, the news turned out to
be good as voters approved a levy to fund the construction of Fort
Recovery Elementary/Middle School.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Bringing in beans
Debris flies from the rear of a combine while a farmer harvests beans Friday in a field on the north side of Votaw

Street on the west edge of Portland. The high temperature was in the 70s.

Ballot
crowded
for seat
on board
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Continued from page 1
What is the most important issue

facing Jay School Board and what,
specifically, would you do to address
it? 

Crouch: We need to bring our kids
back up to speed after the COVID-19
pandemic and keep our kids safe
from the bullying that is going on in
our schools today.

Hamilton: Making sure each stu-
dent has the help they need to suc-
ceed and learn the best way they can.
Making sure there is transparency
for parents and that they know what
their children are learning and how
they can be involved. God gave chil-
dren to parents and they need to be
involved. I would love to see an area
for parents and taxpayers on the web-
site with a list of  all materials used.
Also, to keep inappropriate materials
and critical race theory out of  Jay
Schools.

Phillips: I believe the most impor-
tant issue facing the Jay School
Board is to provide the best educa-
tion possible for our students — an
education that not only prepares
them for college but also for adult
life. I would want to make sure our
corporation constantly monitors and
evaluates our educational process so
it is superior.

Over the last decade, Jay School
Corporation has seen its education
fund year-end balance grow from less
than $1.5 million to a projected $6.7
million at the end of  2023. What would
you do to make sure Jay Schools stays
in a strong financial position?

Crouch: I will continue to work
with the board in planning and pro-
jecting future costs to stay within the
budget.

Hamilton: Encourage the board to
make good, sound financial choices
and prioritize the greatest needs first.
Make sure teacher and substitute pay

is up with the rest of  the area. Ensure
programs and extracurricular activi-
ties have what they need so students
can participate, build friendships and
learn teamwork and stretch their per-
sonal growth. I think it is important
to improve and take care of  facilities
and equipment the schools have and
then look at new things.

Phillips: To make sure the Jay
Schools stay in a strong financial
position, I would advocate that spend-
ing be monitored and evaluated.

Earlier this year, Jay School Board
approved a list of  40 new goals cover-
ing a wide variety of  topics ranging
from vocational programs to Early
College. As a school board member,
what would you do to help to ensure
an education that provides a bright
future for all Jay School Corporation
students?

Crouch: Continue to provide the
college courses offered today.

Hamilton: I would encourage as
many vocational and hands-on pro-
grams as possible. Not every student
wants to go to college and we are a
more rural, family area so I think
helping students learn trades and
vocations from this area and have
opportunities for students to learn
local jobs and trades would be a big
benefit. When students can learn
things hands-on — not just by books
— it really helps them learn the con-
cepts and see what the possibilities
are for their interests and passions.
And if  students want to go to college,

we should help them reach that goal
also.

Phillips: As a Jay School Board
member, to help make sure the educa-
tion process provides a bright future
for our students, I would want the
process to be constantly evaluated for
improvement.

Why should residents of  Jay County
vote for you?

Crouch: Being a resident of  Jay
County my entire life, I feel motivated
to work with the board to make Jay
County the best it can be.

Hamilton: I have 35 years of  expe-
rience working with children and
families in many capacities. I started
at 13 teaching Sunday School and I
have done Vacation Bible School,
worked in daycare with all ages
— birth to 12 — as a teacher, cook, van
driver, assistant director and now a
family pastor. I did student teaching
in three schools in college and my
heart is with the child first. Each
child learns differently and at a dif-
ferent pace, so looking at each child
as an individual and not lumped with
the whole class is important, and
working closely with parents is cru-
cial.

Phillips: I believe the residents of
Jay County should vote for me,
because my 38 years as a public
school teacher allows me to bring
experience and knowledge to the
board. I believe my educational back-
ground would make me a positive
contributor.

Three ...
Early voting is available

from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. today
and 8:30 a.m. to noon Monday

Saturday
Smith, Annabelle: 1 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Sunday
Du Jardin, Thomas: 2 p.m.,

Portland Golf Club, 124 W. 200
South, Portland 

Service listings provided by
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Indiana Gov. Eric Hol-
comb will attend the Unit-
ed Nations’ Climate
Change Conference of  the
Parties in Egypt next
week, where he’ll talk
about Indiana’s work
with renewable energy
infrastructure — days
after breaking ground on
a second phase of  the con-
troversial Mammoth
Solar Farm project in
northwestern Indiana.

“I’ll be able to highlight
what we’re doing to make
a difference in our little
patch in our property
here in America and
hopefully, others can
learn from it,” he told
reporters after a Tuesday
event.

Holcomb said the Unit-
ed Kingdom’s ambassador
originally invited him to
the conference before the
COVID-19 pandemic hit.
The invitation was re-
extended, he said, and his
office conferred with
Egyptian authorities.

The governor said
Hoosiers have rolled out a
number of  innovations
across a variety of  sec-
tors, including on the
agricultural and industri-
al fronts. And he empha-
sized maintaining a bal-
anced, resilient mix of
economic activities and
energy sources.

“We’re producing that
concrete, we’re producing
that steel, we’re produc-
ing those products that
are literally building
other economies. And
we’re doing it in a way
where we’re not reliant
on any one source,” he
said.

Holcomb
to attend
climate
conference

Lotteries

CR almanac

66/42 62/41 61/41 67/47 69/50
Sunny

skies are on
the horizon for
Sunday with
wind gusts up
to 20 mph.

There’s a
20% chance
of rain Thurs-
day under
mostly sunny
skies.

Another
day of mostly
sunny skies
is in the fore-
cast for
Wednesday.

Monday’s
weather looks
to be sunny
with a high in
the low 60s.

Mostly
sunny skies
are expected
Tuesday with a
high of 61
degrees.

Sunday
11/6

Monday
11/7

Tuesday
11/8

Wednesday
11/9

Thursday
11/10

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 2-3-2
Daily Four: 8-8-0-9
Quick Draw: 8-9-11-16-

22-26-27-35-38-41-42-43-48-
58-60-64-70-71-72-73

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 3-4-7
Pick 4: 8-8-7-6
Pick 5: 2-8-1-9-5

Rolling Cash 5: 6-10-25-
26-34

Estimated jackpot:
$263,000

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$1.6 billion

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$119 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................6.81
Dec. corn ..................6.92
Wheat ......................6.98

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................6.81
Dec. corn ..................6.93
Jan. corn ..................6.87

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................6.71
Dec. corn ..................6.76
Beans ......................13.93
Dec. beans ..............13.52

Wheat ...................... 7.88
July wheat .............. 8.56

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................6.71
Late Nov. corn ........6.71
Beans ......................14.47
Late Nov. beans......14.47
Wheat ......................8.54

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.46
Dec. corn ..................6.51
Beans ......................14.27
Dec. beans ..............14.32
Wheat ......................8.07

In 1605, what
became known as the
Gunpowder Plot
occurred when Robert
Catesby led a group of
Roman Catholics in an
attempt to blow up Par-
liament, the king and
his family.

In 1838, Honduras
declared its independ-
ence from the United
Provinces of  Central
America.

In 1844, Democrat
James K. Polk won the
U.S. presidency as he
defeated Henry Clay of
the Whig Party.

In 1855, labor organ-
izer Eugene Debs was
born in Terre Haute,
Indiana. Debs became
national secretary and
treasurer for the Broth-
erhood of  Locomotive
Fireman in 1880 and in
1893 became president
of  the new American
Railway Union.

In 1872, women’s
suffrage leader Susan
B. Anthony cast a bal-
lot in the presidential
election. She was later
arrested for voting ille-
gally. She was convict-
ed in what she called
“the greatest outrage
history ever wit-
nessed.”

In 1914, Britain and
France expanded World
War I by declaring war
on Turkey.

In 1930, Sinclair
Lewis became the first
American to win the
Nobel Prize for Litera-
ture. A social critic, he
is known for his novels
“Babbitt”, “Arrow-
smith” and “It Can’t
Happen Here.”

In 1940, Franklin D.
Roosevelt was re-elect-
ed for his third term as
President of  the United
States. Roosevelt ulti-
mately served three
terms and part of  a
fourth term before his
passing. As a result of
his unprecedented four
terms, the 22nd amend-
ment to the Constitu-
tion was ratified in
1951 limiting presi-
dents to two terms. 

In 1952, Bill Walton
was born in La Mesa,
California. Walton led
the UCLA men’s bas-
ketball team to nation-
al championships in
1972 and ’73 and was
part of  an 88-game win-
ning streak. He won
NBA titles with the
Portland Trail Blazers
in 1977 and the Boston
Celtics in 1986.

In 2007, Portland
City Council approved
the installation of  new
street lights for Penn
Street and Williamson
Drive. Polk had risen to
the Democratic nomi-
nation after former
president Martin Van
Buren opposed the
annexation of  Texas.

In 2013, India
launched its first inter-
planetary spacecraft,
sending an orbiter to
Mars.

In 2019, Democrat
Jack Robbins defeated
incumbent Republican
Gene Ritter in the race
for Dunkirk mayor.
Robbins scored a 264-
194, winning both of
the city’s precincts by
35 votes.

—The CR

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chamber, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 S. Main St.

Nov. 14
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, com-
missioners’ room, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

3:45 p.m. — Jay County
Election Board, voting

room, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

4 p.m. — Jay County
Public Library Board of
Trustees, community
room, library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland.

5 p.m. — Jay County
School Board, General
Shanks, 414 E. Floral
Ave., Portland. 

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.



DEAR ABBY: We have a group
of  friends who get together most
Friday nights. We go out to eat,
meet for drinks or gather at one
of  the group member’s homes
for dinner and drinks. One per-
son in particular constantly
complains about everything
every single week. They don’t
like the restaurant that was cho-
sen, or the food the host prepared
or the place the pizza was
ordered from. Once, they kept
repeatedly telling the host they
wanted to punch the host’s son in
the face because he was rude to
the host on his way out for the
evening. This guest’s spouse also
nitpicks relentlessly. It makes
everybody uncomfortable. 

It has reached the point that

the group doesn’t want to get
together anymore. My spouse
and I haven’t seen the group for
several weeks now, but we miss
them. Is there a polite way to tell
this couple their negativity is a
drag on the rest of  the group, and
maybe they should seek profes-
sional help or learn to keep their
mouths shut? — DOWN WITH
THE DOWNER

DEAR DOWN: No, there
isn’t. But you could stop invit-
ing this particular couple. If
you are asked about it, all you
have to say is that you grew
tired of  their constant criti-
cism, which put a damper on
the events.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My daughter is

married with children, and she’s
happy with a wonderful husband
and a beautiful home. My con-
cern is that they have hung pro-
fessionally done photos of  them-
selves, their kids, their friends
and candid images from their
wedding in many of  the rooms on
the first floor, but there are none
of  my husband and me or the
other grandparents. Every

Christmas we receive another
framed family photo of  them.
What would you think if  we gift-
ed them a lovely portrait of  us? —
UNSEEN IN MINNESOTA

DEAR UNSEEN: I think it’s
worth a try, but don’t be
offended if  they don’t display
it. They appear to be so cen-
tered on their nuclear family
that there isn’t room for any-
one else in their picture-per-
fect house.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: Recently, my wife

told me her brothers have been
mad at her for more than a decade
and don’t talk to her because of
something I said at a family get-
together 12 years ago. I asked
what they were mad about and

what the discussion was about
that upset them, but they didn’t
say — they just quit contacting
her. To me, it’s childish and rude
to treat their sister that way. Do
you have any thoughts or sugges-
tions? — DID NOT KNOW IN
THE SOUTH

DEAR DID NOT: Yes, I do.
The term for what your wife’s
brothers have been doing is
“passive aggression.” Because
your wife’s brothers aren’t
willing to address the issue,
nothing can be done to resolve
it. This is why I suggest the
two of  you — and whatever
other relatives you do get
along with — go on with your
lives and waste no more time
looking back.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Saturday
PORTLAND FARMERS

MARKET — Will be held
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. each
Saturday in the parking
lot at The Rock Church,
1605 N. Meridian St.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon

to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

BRYANT AREA COM-
MUNITY CENTER —
Walking from 9:30 to 10:30
a.m. every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 1
p.m. the first Monday of
each month at Portland
Place, 430 W. Lafayette St.
For more information, call
(800) 589-1121.

EUCHRE –– Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.

each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at South Side Church
of  Christ, 1209 S. Shank
St., Portland. New mem-
bers welcome. For more
information, call (260) 726-
5924.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury
United Methodist Church,
204 E. Arch St. in Port-
land. Everyone is wel-
come. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6
p.m. each Monday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792.

PORTLAND EVENING
OPTIMIST CLUB — Will
meet at 6 p.m. the first and
third Monday of  each
month at Richards Restau-
rant.

Tuesday
JAY COUNTY PASTORS

AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 11:30 a.m. on the second
Tuesday of  each month in
the chapel at Indiana Uni-
versity Health Jay Hospi-
tal.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

THE LANDING — A 12-
step program for those in
sixth through 12th grade
will meet at 5:55 p.m. each
Tuesday at 2nd Chance at
Life Ministries, 228 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 703-0777 or (260) 726-
5273.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku     
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Couple in friend group constantly complain

Community Calendar

Photo provided

Optimist donation
The City of Portland donated $100 Wednesday to the Evening Optimists of Portland. The group is hosting an auction at 10 a.m. today at

Smitley Auction.

Dear
Abby
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By MICHAEL J. HICKS
Fall is a time for inexpensive

conferences and parent week-
ends at colleges, and so, over the
last month, I’ve been traveling
extensively in the eastern half
of  the country.

Some folks enjoy travel for the
beautiful scenery, historic archi-
tecture and differing cultures.
As an economist, I also think
about local productivity differ-
ences over time — we are
romantic in that way. What I saw
offered only good long-term
prognosis for the economy.

Travel causes intense interac-
tion with the hospitality and
tourism sectors. These are
sophisticated industries, whose
productivity has local effects on
employment and business prof-
itability. This is also the only
sector nationwide not to have a
full employment recovery in the
post-recession period. That’s not
necessarily a bad thing if  it is
accompanied by productivity
improvements. Everywhere I
visited, I saw productivity
improvements.

Economists measure produc-
tivity as the value of  goods or
services sold per unit of  inputs.
Inputs are people, raw materials
or equipment. In the hospitality
and tourism sector, this means
mostly getting more revenue per
worker. People are a huge cost
share to this industry, so making
more money per worker is
always the goal of  productivity
improvements.

This example also demon-
strates the importance of  think-
ing like an economist. A more
productive business requires —
and hires — fewer workers. So,
if  you think that business is the
single measure of  an economy,
as many novices do, you’ll view
productivity growth as unwel-
come news for a region. Howev-
er, fewer workers in a hotel or
restaurant is just the first in a
multi-step effect of  productivity
growth.

Productivity growth, and a
declining number of  employees,
means that each remaining
worker is more valuable to a
company. This ultimately means
higher pay, more investment in
worker training and better
fringe benefits. Moreover, if  the
productivity effects are wide-
spread, it boosts the wages of  all

workers across the region. Pro-
ductivity growth also reduces
the price of  the goods or servic-
es sold, causing customers to
buy a larger quantity.

There are a couple caveats to
these salutary effects. If  the pro-
ductivity growth is very fast, it
will place more workers than
can be absorbed by the natural
growth of  the economy. If  the
displaced workers have few
other skills, they might struggle
finding new work. Also, if  the
local industry is heavily monop-
olized, workers might not see
the gains of  their productivity.

Fortunately, in the case of  hos-
pitality and tourism, few places
will exhibit any of  these charac-
teristics. Even in Orlando, Flori-
da, home of  the largest destina-
tion tourism market in the
world, labor markets are com-
petitive. Disney doesn’t enjoy a
glut of  workers. So, the effects
of  productivity growth in these
sectors will be shared by busi-
ness owners, workers and con-
sumers alike.

There’s enormous focus on
automation and digitization as a
source of  productivity growth.
That makes sense; robotics,
computers and other equipment
are all around us. But, automa-
tion is probably not the largest
factor affecting productivity
growth.

We’ve all seen the newish
automatic pay kiosks that are
the standard in most fast food
restaurants. These cut labor
costs, but are really just the next
iteration of  productivity
enhancements that came from
McDonald’s laying out a produc-
tion line 70 years ago. This pace
of  productivity improvement is
relentless, from self-service
drinks to drive-thru lines. There
are hundreds of  other small
examples of  this.

Most of  us have experienced
online payments as well. This
seems new, but it is just a few
technological steps up from a
cash register, or the numberless

picture keys that were intro-
duced on them in the ’80s and
’90s. Each step that cuts out
human involvement cuts labor
costs in some tasks, but it also
increases the importance of  the
workers who remain.

Perhaps the biggest change to
productivity comes from alter-
ing what and when a task is per-
formed. This is an area that is
particularly tied to human skills
and judgment. I spent six nights
in a hotel room this month, and
did not have my towels
exchanged or bed made. That’s a
marked departure from even a
few years ago, when most hotels
changed towels and at least
made beds every day. Likewise,
many restaurants are closing
earlier, choosing to operate only
during the most productive peri-
ods. Cutting tasks and deliver-
ing fewer services during peri-
ods of  low demand are evidence
that these hospitality and
tourism businesses are trying to
be more productive. What’s left
are workers performing tasks
that are more complex, such as
customer service, rather than
mundane tasks like making a
bed.

That’s the story of  almost all
productivity changes. We auto-
mate those things humans
aren’t particularly good at, and
pay more for the things we are
good at doing. Humans aren’t
particularly strong animals, so
our early attempts at productivi-
ty growth used animals to move
goods, plow fields and grind
flour. We aren’t fleet of  foot, so
we built aqueducts to move
water and roads to carry wag-
ons. Newer productivity
improvements used robotics to
do mundane but complex tasks
like assembling cars. Computers
now do computations in por-
tions of  a second that 75 years
ago would’ve required every
human being to do calculations
by hand for years.

This productivity growth is
better for firms. We know that
simply because they are spend-
ing resources to become more
productive. We need no more
insight than their behavior.
When the dust settles, it is
almost certain that hospitality
and tourism will be less expen-
sive in inflation-adjusted terms
than they were before COVID.

That has been the case through-
out the past 300 years of  remark-
able productivity growth. But,
has it been better for workers in
the hospitality and tourism sec-
tor? In the most recent jobs
report, that sector saw the
largest annualized increase in
wages. Hourly wages in this sec-
tor grew by 7.9 percent, much
faster than the 5.0 percent that
all private sector workers
received.

This is good news for business
owners in the travel and tourism
industry, good news for those of
us who consume their services,
and especially welcomed news
for the people working in that
industry. Of  course, it should go
without saying that all of  this is
possible through the marvels of
market economics, where busi-
ness, workers and consumers all
seek what’s best for themselves.
In so doing, they quietly deliver
value and growth across the
economy.

••••••••••
Hicks is the director of  the Cen-

ter for Business and Economic
Research and the George and
Frances Ball distinguished pro-
fessor of  economics in the Miller
College of  Business at Ball State
University. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.
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To the editor:
I would like to remind

everyone of  voting age
and eligibility about the
importance
of  casting
your vote.
It is the
duty and responsibility
of  each of  us as citizens
to exercise this most cru-
cial obligation.

David Johnson
Portland

New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

A man who marinated in
the stew of  virulent right-
wing rhetoric allegedly
broke into
the San
Francisco
home of  the
speaker of  the U.S. House,
shouted “Where is Nancy?”
and then brutalized her
husband Paul with a ham-
mer. A nation that’s seen
the shooting of  Gabby Gif-
fords and Steve Scalise,
where threats and intimi-
dation against members of
Congress have been rising
rapidly, can hardly act sur-
prised, but we must not lose
our capacity for outrage.

Nor should we mince
words about who is respon-
sible for the current cli-
mate. While American poli-
tics has been dangerously
divisive for decades, it’s
Donald Trump who, while
holding the nation’s largest
megaphone, swaggered
about in a tough-guy cos-
tume, played coy with the
Proud Boys, Oath Keepers
and unhinged conspiracy
theories like QAnon, called
his critics enemies of  the
state and smirked as
crowds chanted to lock up
his political opponent.

Trump’s kerosene on the
smoldering fire helps
explain why recorded
threats against members of
Congress increased more
than tenfold to 9,625 in 2021,
according to the Capitol
Police. Though these were
aimed at Democrats and
Republicans alike, many
were Republicans or pro-
Trump individuals attack-
ing Democrats or Republi-
cans considered anti-
Trump. Rep. Adam
Kinzinger, the only Repub-
lican save Liz Cheney bold
enough to serve on the Jan.
6 Committee, released chill-
ing audio of  callers menac-
ing him and his family.

Even more disturbing
have been vile attacks on
poll workers whose job is
not to make tough political
decisions, but to fairly
administer our elections.

A September speech by
President Joe Biden on
safeguarding American
democracy, which critics
wrongly said vilified half
the country, gave no quar-
ter to intimidating extrem-
ism of  any kind: “I want to
say this plain and simple:
There is no place for politi-
cal violence in America.
Period. None. Ever.”

In the wake of  the attack
on Paul Pelosi, every Demo-
crat can be expected to
repeat that refrain. Every
last Republican must join
them, and make their voic-
es loud.

Casting
ballot is
crucial

Do not
tolerate
political
violence

Michael
J. Hicks ... if the

productivity
effects are

widespread,
it boosts the wages

of all workers
across the region.

Productivity
growth also

reduces the price
of the goods or
services sold,

causing customers
to buy a larger

quantity.
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Continued from page 1
What is the most impor-

tant issue facing Jay School
Board and what, specifical-
ly, would you do to address
it?

Bricker: I think our
school board is in need of
help in an abundance of
school violence. I would
like to look into more
school hallway monitoring.

Foreman: Our society
today is bombarded with
social media and woke
agendas. Controversial
issues like critical race the-
ory are being pushed in our
public education systems.
According to our school
policy, the superintendent
shall develop administra-
tive guidelines for dealing
with controversial issues
and with parental con-
cerns about program con-
tent or the use of  particu-
lar materials. The superin-
tendent has full adminis-
trative authority for prop-
erly discharging his profes-
sional duties while the
school board holds him
responsible for acceptable
results. As a school board
member and concerned
grandparents I look for-
ward to working with Mr.
Gulley regarding contro-
versial issues that need to
be addressed.

Kloer: The most impor-
tant issue should always
directly relate to the stu-
dents and their education.
To ensure that our students
get the best education pos-
sible, we need to be fiscally
responsible, hire and
retain the best teachers
and ensure that students
have the necessary
resources. I will work with-
in our budget and find the
right balance to do all three
of  these things. Many stu-
dents have fallen behind
due to the pandemic, and I
want to ensure we are
doing what we can to help
students get to where they
need to be.

Vormohr: The most
important issue facing any
school board today is
knowing our children are
in a safe environment, one

that affords each student
the opportunity to explore
many different options for
choosing a career path
after high school. I believe
that recess, art, music,
auto mechanics, physical
education, etc. are equally
as important in a child's
well-being as are English
and Math. I would like to
see smaller classrooms
with sufficient support
staff. Teachers should be
able to use their gifts and
knowledge in less restric-
tive, more creative ways
thus allowing students the
ability to expand their
horizons.

Over the last decade, Jay
School Corporation has
seen its education fund year-
end balance grow from less
than $1.5 million to a pro-
jected $6.7 million at the end
of  2023. What would you do
to make sure Jay Schools
stays in a strong financial
position?

Bricker: I would like to
make sure our school pay
for all employees is current
and compatible to other
school districts. I’d also
like to make sure we don’t
have an abundance of
school administrators.

Foreman: As a school
board member it will be my
responsibility to be well
informed concerning all
issues before the board. I
am very interested in the
budget. As a corporation
we have a responsibility to
our tax payers, school per-
sonnel and community to
be fiscally responsible.
During the budget process
I will ask questions and
express my concerns.

Kloer: To maintain the
strong financial position
that Jay Schools is in, we
need to make responsible
decisions even when they
may seem unpopular. The
priority should always be
the students and what is
best for their education. I
am willing to make tough
decisions so that we can
continue to offer beneficial
programs, hire and retain
the best staff  and keep our

facilities and students safe.
We need to be flexible, and I
will think outside the box
on ways to partner with
organizations in our com-
munity and access
resources and grants to
supplement our budget.

Vormohr: For Jay
Schools to stay in a strong
financial position, we need
to be proactive. We need to
maintain current facili-
ties, both school buildings
and sports complexes. A
good school system and its
available extracurricular
activities are the first
things many prospective
families will look at when
choosing a community.
Additionally, as our popu-
lation may change with dif-
ferent cultures and ethnic-
ities, we need to plan for
the future of  the children.
We might want to begin
looking for more bilingual
teachers who are able to
educate and communicate
with both students and
parents.

Earlier this year, Jay
School Board approved a
list of  40 new goals covering
a wide variety of  topics

ranging from vocational
programs to Early College.
As a school board member,
what would you do to help
to ensure an education that
provides a bright future for
all Jay School Corporation
students?

Bricker: I would like to
work to bring back some
more of  our vocational
classes and to make sure
we are offering enough
school financing to our
teachers for teaching sup-
plies.

Foreman: We have a
diverse student population
so it makes sense that we
should offer diverse voca-
tional programs along with
opportunities for post sec-
ondary education. Our role
as a school corporation is
to encourage the growth of
individual employees for
the ultimate goal of
improving the educational
program. As a board mem-
ber I will support a salary
pay schedule that is partial-
ly merit based to encour-
age individual growth
which will help to ensure a
bright future for our stu-
dents.

See Crowded page 9
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The Director of Facilities Management is the professional
staff person responsible for supervising all aspects of the
interior and exterior maintenance of the Swiss Village Main
Campus and the North Campus, including the Muselman
Wellness Pavilion. Responsibilities also include
overseeing facility renovations and other projects, as well
as managing the Maintenance staff. 
This position requires a high school diploma. An Associate
Degree or higher or applicable experience is preferred.
Seeking candidates with previous maintenance
experience and experience with Life Safety Code. 5 or
more years of supervisory experience is preferred. Long-
term care experience is also preferred.
If interested, please submit a Resume and Cover Letter to
Taylor Lehman, Vice President of HR, by Wednesday,
November 16, 2022. 
Apply online at www.swissvillage.org or send resume to:

Taylor Lehman, Vice President of HR
Swiss Village 

1350 W. Main St. 
Berne, IN 46711 

Or email: careers@swissvillage.org

JOB POSTING: DIRECTOR OF
FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

Re-Elect

DISTRICT 1

CHAMP
for County Council

Crowded ...
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Serious questions

1) Who is the only player in the top five in World
Series home runs who did not play for the Yankees?

2) The Yankees have the most World Series wins.
What team has the most World Series losses?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) Duke Snider
2) Brooklyn/Los Angeles Dodgers
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ADVERTISING RATTES
20 Word Minimum

Effective 07/01/2018:
Minimum charge....

$12.40
1 insertion.........62¢/

word
2 insertions.......81¢/

word
3 insertions.......96¢/

word
6 insertions $1 14/

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,

tral air, gas water heater,
and a 2 car detached

garage.
HOUSEHOLD

GOODS–OLD & COL-
LECTORS ITEMS
GE refrigerator; GE
stack washer & dryer;

Lazy Boy rocker/recliner;
Oak table with 4 chairs;
Mobility Plate flatware in
case; Ancestral china,
Wedding Band pattern;
Premium cracker tin;
Fostoria; Bronze stat-

P CC
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6 insertions.... $1.14/
word

12 insertions. $1.52/
word

26 insertions. $1.77/
word

Includes
Online.......FREE

Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch

No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100

words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted boats and

Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

90 SALE CALENDAR

LIVE AND ONLINE
PUBLIC AUCTION
Located 806 E Votaw

F
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ingrnbu
s  s child’
ghligergela
aocaxTe

220 volt 
wh,eater

wrench, 
roltank, 
moshpu

AXLPPAXLPCR 11-5,15-2022 
ay County Surveyor J

radley A. Daniels B
, y, 

. anandiI, y  ountCay Jof ardBo
DrainageCounty Jay the of 

Orderthe by bidder sponsible 
-rendae nssporest hehigor /o  an

bestthe being , Countyy aJf o
sttereinst behe tinbe ll wint me

hwe on
and/or 
reserve  

Jay The 

20 North Court Street 1
C  Jay – 

am 009:
s veyor’

ved cei
se  he T

conand 

d/

y
Sincerely

AT

A

AT

Fostoria; Bronze stat
es; Brass statues; jew-
lry; Pennville Mill ther-
mometer; Modern Mold
stove; Coke cooler;

Machinists tool boxes;
and many other items

not listed.
or more information or
rivate showing contact:
LOY REAL ESTAATTE &
UCTION 260-726-2700
or GARY LOY AUC-
TIONEER 260-726-

5160.
ersonal Property to be
old at 333 Blaine Pike
former DAVV Building)
eginning at 11:00 A.M.
llowing the real estate.

WYRICK ESTAATTE SALE
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
en Lyons AU10700085 Visit Us At:

HSP r

  

  

  

    
 

 
  

   
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

  
   

   
  

 
    
   

     
  
  

    
   
   
    

 
  

 
   

 
   

   
   

   

  
    

   
     

  
 

 

 
  
 
   
  
   

   
  
     
   

     
    
   
   

   
    
    

    
    

    
   

  
   
  

  
   
  

   
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
  
   
  
 

  
    

  
  

  
  

   
  

    
    
  

   
  

 

  

  
 

   
 
  

    

  

 
  
  

  
  

   
   

   
    

  
   

   
   
   
    

  
  
  
  
  
 
   
   

  
   
   

   
  

  
   

 

 

 
  

  
   
   

 
 

 

     
     
   

   
   

    
   

   

    
    

  
  

  
   

  
    

   
  

  
  
  

   
   

  
  

  
   

 
   

     
   

  
   

 

   
    

  
   

   
   
 

  
  

 

   
   

 

 
 

   

 

   
 

  
  

    
  
    
   

  
    

  
       

  
    

  
 

    
     

    
 

     
  

 
    

     

  
 

   
       

      
      
     
       

     
 
 

                      
               

 

   
    

   
  

     

  
  

 
     

  
      

         

  
      

   

 

  
   
  

  

 

      

  
    

 
  

            
 

 

 

 

     

 

  
 

 

   

 

       

   

        
 

 
 

  

  

 

     
 

 
  

    

   
    

 

 
    

  

 
  

   
 

 

 

  

      
   

 

  

    
 

  
  

    
 

    

           
   

        
 

     
  

          
    

  
    

    

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

ane ShawverD  Shawver           ZPete
ERSEAUCTION

AC31800004  -  TEATE TAD REALANG RINNEEIOCTAUWVER 
DANETTIRWREVOECNEDECERPEKTA

YAYDELASEDAMSNTMEETATTAS
ETATTASELHORTS:SRENOW TA

TA A

 ESTA

 CARD – CREDITCKE – GOOD CHCASH
:  TY RTYL PROPER PERSONATERMS ON

 upon closing.ion and balancethe auct
t day ofi deposTE: CASH with 10% non refundableATE: CASH with 10% non refundable TAL ESTA RES ON

uction. anclea
gh qualityi photos. HeorAuctionZip for mAuctionsoft and E: Check 

uggage rack., l, lawn chairs, Kirby sweeper cart
yollPe, ovstd oow, tsinecabg linfier awdr4 d an2s,netbicaitytiluodwod 
,esscawhostnrofrosaslgdans,eblat, gnvilhesfotolegrla,rcoédsmatsi
rdressepc 2 ed, bby bales,tabend , tercennt nmertainteehillBroyon, futs, 
erckrol vewish,ncbeh itwnoiapnetpiSck arStAPAm,teysser utmpco, rsne
airbtu 0 10.00(2) fans, pedestal , sappliancekitchen small , dryer

pointotH, refrigeratoroolpWhirl, highchaircans, gas old , eovtsng pi
,haircawnll meta, asebtiopaonirstcas,pann elaiorcpve,tosingookc

woodne, machisewing r Singe, ertypewritnual maRemington sled, 
,oolerca a-ColCochines,macandy ced eratopn coi3rs, ettelh witn sigd hte
,ngiscitsalpenilovlaVaegral,sngisdaorenilovlaVa,skcurtyotaknTodna

LD- HOUSEHOSCEES-APPLIANANTIQU
.shtgercial li  comm

10)(, yclesbiccart,ool t, benchp shoay awll rovac,hop-s,owbarreel h
weedd erepowbattery tools, n dergaand lawn tools, hand and sockets, 
tools,red epowry batte, asherwsure prespsi 3,000 box, tool away ll

oilte wasl. ga300l, reend a, umpp,rfilteth wink tal oigal.0 30s, wero
,p , g  

V V

P

f

L ESTA
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17

jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

AT30 LOST,, STRAYYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339

40 NOTICES

COMMUNITY THANKS-
GIVING DINNER. Com-
munity Thanksgiving
Dinner. Plan now to
attend November 24,
2022, 1:00 pm. Asbury
UM Church. All Jay
County welcome. No

Y

T

Located 806 E Votaw
St.,

Portland, IN
Bubp Building at Jay Co.

Fairgrounds.
Saturday November 5th,

2022
10 A.M.

Howdy Doody Mari-
onette, Ideal Roy

Rogers Chuck Wagon,
1940’s Disney Daisy
Duck & Mickey lamps,
Marx Lone Ranger tar-
get set, Camel Cigarette
tin dealer display & col-
lectibles, Marx Infantry
Tooy Soldiers, Peter Max
signed Peace by the
Yeear 2000 artwork with
doodle, tin litho mechan-

ical & wind up toys
(Japan & Germany),

Marx Coca-Cola 1930’s
steel pressed truck,

1930’s Coca Cola adver

Be
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1-5,12-2022CR 1
ionzip.com.auctww wable atMore Photos avail

260-726-5587                260-729-2229
AU10500168AU19700040         Lic# # Lic

ane ShawverD. Shawver           ZPete

AWVER SHA

TERMS 

NOTE   
garden c

d antal me
rihC,tse

ners  clire
nioitndco

washer/dryer
campold 
ingrn

sawmiter wer poolstoer powand attery bita Mak
andDewalt, washerpressure si p15 , sawtable 0” 

,sserpllirdledomhcneb,rosserpmocrialag04nWe
UTDOOR-OEP-GARAGSHO

.asher and dryer
eornmKe, e)ic(nr ezerefrehtigpruremoenKt,nebia

filingdrawer 4 , décorwall rs, rromilamps, upplies, 
craftof lot ge lar), ldogs(bulfigurines l nima

oflot ge larappliances, chen kitsmall ookers, 
erusserp2,reryfryriaajnjNi,muucavkrahSD,053
temae gsery iticplmpl., V., .Tn reesct fla” 42ng msua
,nerreclir rockete, compled ebsz fulle, omplet

bedsz en quet, cabinecorner cookware, ranite 
,décoritive primsword, Japanese table, brary 

supplies,loom and weaving lamp, e ornatarved 
frame,e ornatwith mirror can, lk migal 5 tub, ash 

vanizedgalrocks, cgal 4 and churn,6 butter rock 
,eelhwginnnpis,nserntlae ensroke, cklocllwa, koc

Cuckoo, rollerantique , erowblique antdesk, op 
rollChilds , dresserdrawer 3 oak , chairng rockiak 
net,cabiChina door 2 , binetcadisplaydoor lass 

PPLIANCESES-FURNITURE-AANTIQU
ioneers.or private showing phone auct

or1-3pm from h 30tOctober Sunday is house pen 
s.esaccley aland Streetgarage. ft. 22x22 hed etac

fence,Privacy area. living finished of ft. sq.773
containinghome story 2 bath, full 2 Bedroom, 

TEATE TAREAL
.M.A10:00 

2202,21R EMBEVOV
Arch St. Portland InN: 214 East IOTAT

IONTCU ABLICPU
LOCA

NO
 ESTA

V Sim
n f

binet; caay pldisnet; cabing isewlamp; parlor stand; plantcommode;
cabineo curil smaland; tsOak r; edressOak ase; cshowmirror; with dresser 
drawe  5 table;dropleaf desk; top rollr/recliner;rocke;rchailift ; rsfreeze

hcall msAmana and re Frigidaiove; tsgas Whirlpool range;tric elec
refrigera  EG;rschai4 with ble tawood glider; ir chan wlaetal mchairs; 

me; derglial metr; otecosazeeYazeed;tanserlowflowodwo; topet incabee; trll ha
i  dryocker; rod woors; doglassith winet cabe Pinbin;withcabinet rs Selle

DS EHOLD GOOS - HOUSMS ITEOROLD & COLLECT

..M12:30 P
2202,31R EMBEVOV

Afternoonana on Sunday di In SR 28 RidgevilleWed at 3976 Locat

IONTCU ABLICPU

NO

f

en Lyons AU10700085
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Yf

bu
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M
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W

w   
ca
su  
anima
cookers, 
34
Sa
complet
granite 
lib  
carved 
w  
cr  
cl
to  
oa  

moc.rceht.www
sdeifissalC
RCehT
tuO

charge for the meal.
PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

1930 s Coca-Cola adver-
tising displays, Coca-
Cola collectibles,

Mason’s Root Beer ther-
mometer, Squirt salt &
pepper shakers, Seven
Up menu board, Coca-
Cola porcelain sign, U.S.
postage stamp coin op
machine, paper mache
Planters Peanut, bicycle
license plates & much

more...
Grube Auctioneering,

LLC
Adrian Grube
AU11500034
419-305-9202

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located 105 Boundary

Pike
Portland, IN

Saturday morning
NOVEMBER 5, 2022

10:00 A.M.
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located 3976 W SR 28

Ridgeville IN 
Sunday Afternoon

NOVEMBER 13th, 2022 
12:30 P.M.

OLD & COLLECTORS
ITEMS - HOUSEHOLD

GOODS
Sellers cabinet with bin;
Pine cabinet with glass
doors; wood rocker; dry-
ing rack; GE refrigerator;

GE electric range;
Whirlpool gas stove;
Frigidaire and Amana

small chest type
freezers; lift chair; cast
iron wagon and horse
hitch; cider press; and
other items not listed.
TRACTOR – MOWER -

TOOLS
Farmall Super M narrow
front gas tractor with
loader, # L512183;

Country
Clipper Wrangler 22 hp
– 41” zero turn mower;

Viper
E43 gas hole auger;
Reddy Heater 55,000
BTU; Dura Heat 80,000

BTU; Cornwell
metal tool cabinet;

Hobart Stick Mate LX
welder; Garden cultiva-

tor; planter;
live traps; wheelbarrow;
portable cement mixer; 

and many other
items not listed.

WELDON HOOVER,
Deceased

By Jon Hoover and
Randy Hoover
LOY AUCTION
AC#31600027
AUCTIONEERS

Gary Loy
LOY REAL ESTATE &

AUCTION 260-726-2700 
or GARY LOY AUC-
TIONEER 260-726-

5160.
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons AU10700085

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located at 333 Blaine
Pike (former DAV Build-

ing), Portland, IN
Monday Evening

NOVEMBER 7, 2022 
6:00 P.M.

206.43 ACRES IN
JACKSON TOWNSHIP
– JAY COUNTY INDI-

ANA
TRACT 1 – 76.84 acres
with 67.39 tillable acres,
9.1 acres of woods, and
.35 acre of roadway.
This tract is very level
with Blount-Glynwood,
Glynwood and Pewamo

soils.
TRACT 2 – 129.59

acres with 127.57 tillable
acres, 1.50 acres of

woods, and .52 acre of
roadway.     This tract is
very level with Blount-
Glynwood, Pewamo and

Glynwood soils.
TRACT 3 – 206.43

ACRES (Tracts 1 and 2
combined).

This farm can be farmed
in one field

FOR MORE INFORMA-
TION CONTACT: Loy
Real Estate 260-726-
2700 or Gary Loy Auc-
tioneer 260-726-5160.
JOHN RIGBY REVOCA-

BLE TRUST
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons AU10700085

Travis Theurer
AU11200131

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located:  214 East Arch

St. 
Portland IN

NOVEMBER 12, 2022 
10 A.M.

REAL ESTATE
3 Bedroom, 2 full bath, 2
story home containing
1773 sq. ft. of finished
living area. Privacy

fence, detached 22x22
ft. garage. Open house
is Sunday October 30th
from 1-3pm or for pri-

vate showing phone
auctioneers.

ANTIQUES-FURNI-
TURE-APPLIANCES
Childs roll top desk,

antique blower, antique
roller, Cuckoo clock, wall

clock, kerosene
lanterns, spinning wheel,
crock butter churn,6 and
4 gal crocks, Kenmore
upright freezer (nice),
Kenmore washer and

dryer..
SHOP-GARAGE-OUT-

DOOR
Wen 40 gal air compres-
sor, bench model drill

press, 10” table saw, 15
psi pressure washer,
Dewalt and Makita bat-
tery and power tools,

rabbit cages, pet cages,
tomato cages, live traps,
2x2 lumber, recurve

bow.
OWNER: BRENDA GIB-

SON ESTATE
Shawver Auctioneering

and Real Estate 
AC31800004 

AUCTIONEERS
Pete D. Shawver 

AU19700040
260-726-5587 
Zane Shawver 
AU10500168 
260-729-2229

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos. 
PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 4057 South

1000 West Redkey IN (
just south of 400 south

on 1000 west)
NOVEMBER 19, 2022 

10 A.M.
REAL ESTATE

3 bedroom, 2 bathroom
ranch style home con-
taining 1,704 sq. ft. of
finished living area.

24’x24’ attached garage.
24’x22’ attached work
area. 32’x42’ pole build-
ing. 28’x32’ shop, above

ground pool. 
Open house will take

place on November 6th
from 1-3pm. or for pri-

vate showing phone
auctioneers.

TRACTOR-MOTOR
HOME-CAMPERS-VAN-

MOWERS
ITC model UC25HD
compact tractor with
hydraulic loader and

back hoe attachment (53
actual hours), 1992 Ford
E350 Airex motor home
(low miles), 1988 Ford
Econoline 150 van, 1976
Yamaha 350 motorcycle,
Polaris magnum 2x4

ATV,.
ANTIQUES-APPLI-

ANCES- HOUSEHOLD
Texaco and Tonka toy
trucks, Valvoline road
signs, 3 coin operated
candy machines, Coca-
Cola cooler, Broyhill
entertainment center,
Kirby sweeper, luggage

rack.
OWNERS: STROHL

ESTATE
Shawver Auctioneering

and Real Estate 
AC31800004 

AUCTIONEERS
Pete D. Shawver 

AU19700040
260-726-5587 
Zane Shawver 
AU10500168 
260-729-2229

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos. 
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located: 564 West 100
North

Portland In, 47371
November 5, 2022 

10 A.M.
TRACTOR-EQUIPT-
MENT-SHOP TOOLS
Ford 5000 dsl tractor
with 4687 hrs and

hydraulic loader, 3 pt. 7
ft rotary mower, 3.6 chis-
el plow, 3 pt. post hole
auger, Snap-on 2000 psi

pressure washer.
ANTIQUES-FURNI-

TURE-MISC
1,2, and 3 gal crocs and

jugs, ammo boxes,
metal and wood pullies,

meat grinder, garden
plow, 4 burner camping
stove with oven, pots,
pans, cooking utensils,
canning jars, new wine
bottles, several items

not mentioned.
OWNERS: BETTY

HAFFNER
Shawver Auctioneering

and Real Estate 
AC31800004 

AUCTIONEERS
Pete D. Shawver 

AU19700040
260-726-5587 
Zane Shawver 
AU10500168 
260-729-2229

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip for more pho-

tos. 

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 
3 BEDROOM 1 BATH 3
Bedroom 2 Bath very
nice House for rent in
Portland. Privacy fence
in back.. Central Heat
and Air. 2 car attached
garage. No smoking or
pets 950/month.. Renter
pays utilities. Call 419-
852-9539 
3 BEDROOM 1 BATH 3
Bedroom 1 Bath very
nice House for rent close
to Portland. Central Heat
and Air. No smoking or
pets.800/month. Renter
pays utilities. Call 419-
852-9539 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

 Visit Us At:  thecr.com
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Continued from page 10
The rest of  the Patriots’

starting five projects to fea-
ture senior Gabi Bilbrey
and juniors Sophie Sax-
man, Breanna Dirksen and
Molly Muhlenkamp.
Mabrey McIntire, who
transferred from Winches-
ter last year but missed
most of  the season with a
knee injury, will be the first
player off  the bench. Jun-
ior Bella Denton is also
expected to see varsity min-
utes.

That group will need to
provide scoring support for
Schwieterman after JCHS
lost Dirksen (11.5 points per
game) and Izzy Rodgers
(9.2) to graduation. The
next two best scorers last
season were Bilbrey (5.9)
and Saxman (5.1). No one
else scored more than three
points per game.

“I think on different
nights it could be different
people, but Gabi Bilbrey
has really been doing well,”
said Comer. She is the top
returning rebounder after
grabbing 6.3 boards per
game as a junior. “She had
a great summer. She’s car-
ried it over into the fall
here.

“She’s so strong. And
she’s really matured … She
really finishes inside now.
She’s playing with a lot
more confidence. From her
freshman year to today, it’s
like night and day.”

“I think consistently our
top six players are going to
be pretty balanced as far as
scoring other than Renna.
It could be any of  them
that’s our second scorer.”

Comer, who enters the
season 15 wins away from
becoming the 24th coach in
Indiana history to reach
400, said his team will con-

tinue to use its Zorro
defense. 

“We are gonna look to
run,” he said. “We’re gonna
be at our best when we’re
running. But we’re going to
hopefully create that off
our half-court defense, not
our full-court.”

The Patriots will get an
almost immediate look at
how they stack up against
its top sectional rival as it
hosts No. 5 Hamilton
Heights on Nov. 12. The
Huskies are the two-time
defending sectional cham-
pions and have ended Jay
County’s season in three of
the last five-years, includ-
ing in overtime in the open-
ing round in February.

The only other team on
the JCHS schedule that is
currently ranked in the top
10 is Class 2A No. 2 Win-
chester. It comes in the

midst of  a run of  four
straight home games to
close out November before
the team plays seven of
nine on the road heading
into the Allen County Ath-
letic Conference Tourna-
ment. (The Patriots are the
defending champions.)

Comer said he believes
the team is prepped for
another strong season after
winning 39 games over the
previous two years.

“I really like this team,”
he said. “They work
extremely hard. They’re
really fun to coach. The
chemistry’s really good.
They get along really good
on and off  the floor. They’re
gonna be really exciting to
watch. … If  I could pick the
way I want a team to play,
this is that team.”

They’re hopeful it will all
lead to a sectional trophy.

Time ...

Continued from page 5
Kloer: The board's goals

have provided a strong
foundation to ensure that
children receive the best
education possible. As a
school board member, I
want to connect with the
community to ensure that
we use available resources
wisely, welcome feedback,
and be consistent in our
decisions. I would work to
find the right balance to
maintain a fiscally respon-
sible budget while also pro-
viding our students with
the best education possi-

ble. We must invest in the
right places to ensure our
children have a safe and
effective learning environ-
ment.

Vormohr: We need to
provide as many options as
possible for our students.
We live in a rural area
where many of  our kids
will not be heading to col-
lege. We should encourage
a wide variety of  alterna-
tives. It is the school
board's task to listen to the
needs of  the parents and
the public and then
attempt to incorporate

those ideas into the cur-
riculum. As a school board
member, I would be willing
to listen to and cooperate
with parents and board
members alike so that we
are able to maintain
and/or improve our exist-
ing quality of  education.

Why should residents of
Jay County vote for you?

Bricker: I would like for
Jay County to vote for me
so I can work hard to make
Jay School safe, efficient
and appealing to all stu-
dents and employees.

Foreman: I have six
grandchildren that are
attending or will attend
school at Jay County. As a
school board member, I
will do my best to ensure
that my grandchildren and
all students at Jay County
will receive the very best
education and support we
can provide.

Kloer: I am running for
Jay County School board
because I want to serve my
community and help our
students grow to be suc-
cessful no matter what
path they choose. I will be

open and transparent and
welcome feedback and
advice from parents, stu-
dents, and all community
members. I understand the
importance of  the issues
brought before the school
board and the weight and
impact of  those decisions.
I believe in fiscal responsi-
bility and am willing to
make the tough decisions
to keep our schools proper-
ly funded and successful.

Vormohr: I am passion-
ate about our youth and
education. I graduated
from Jay County. For the

past 30 years, I have had
five of  my own kids (one
adopted from Cambodia,
one with special needs)
and two exchange students
enrolled in our schools. I
have worked as a teacher
and coach. One thing I am
certain of  is that all kids
are the same. They want to
be loved, respected and
included. Our teachers do
a fantastic job of  providing
those needs. I wish to
become involved with the
school board in hopes that
we, as a community, will
remain passionate.

Crowded ...

2022-23 schedule
Date Opponent Time
Tuesday, Nov. 8 South Side (FW) 6 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 12 Hamilton Heights 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 15 Oak Hill 6 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 18 Bellmont 6 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 19 Winchester 6 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 25 Woodlan 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 29 Northeastern 6 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 3 Fort Recovery noon
Tuesday, Dec. 6 Muncie Central 6 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 9 Adams Central 6 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 15 New Castle 6 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 17 South Adams 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 27 Yorktown 6 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 29 Pendleton Heights 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 3 Concordia 5 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 6 Bluffton 6 p.m.
Jan. 10-14 ACAC Tournament TBA
Thursday, Jan. 19 Delta 6 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 21 Southern Wells 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 24 Richmond 6 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 26 Heritage 6 p.m.
Home games in bold

Photo provided

Phillips signs
Former Portland resident Hannah Phillips, who now lives in

Hartford, Alabama, recently signed to play college softball at Enterprise
State Community College. Phillips, a pitcher for Wiregrass High School
in Dothan, Alabama, is pictured with her trainer Tray Lacey.



Local schedule
Today

Fort Recovery — Cross country state
finals at Fortress Obetz – 11 a.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Girls basketball at Fort

Wayne South Side – 6 p.m.

TV sports
Today

11 a.m. — Soccer: Premier League –
Fulham at Manchester (USA)

11:30 a.m. — College football: Air
Force at Army (CBS)

Noon — College football: Ohio State
at Northwestern (ABC); Florida at Texas
A&M (ESPN); Minnesota at Nebraska
(ESPN2); Maryland at Wisconsin (BTN);
Texas Tech at TCU (FOX); Iowa at Purdue
(FS1)

1:30 p.m. — Soccer: Premier
League – Leicester City at Everton (NBC)

3:30 p.m. — College football: Ten-
nessee at Georgia (CBS); Oregon at Col-
orado (ESPN); Penn State at Indiana
(ABC); Central Florida at Memphis
(ESPN2); Michigan State at Illinois (BTN);
Oklahoma State at Kansas (FS1)

4 p.m. — Major League Soccer: MLS
Cup 2022 – Philadelphia Union at Los
Angeles FC (FOX)

6 p.m. — Autor racing: NASCAR Xfinity
Series – Championship Race Phoenix
(USA)

7 p.m. — College football: Alabama at
LSU (ESPN); Texas at Kansas State (FS1);
Clemson at Notre Dame (NBC)

7:30 p.m. — College football: Clem-
son at Notre Dame (NBC); Auburn at Mis-
sissippi State (ESPN2); Florida State at
Miami (ABC); Michigan at Rutgers (BTN)

8:03 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
World Series – Philadelphia Phillies at
Houston Astros (FOX)

9:30 p.m. — College football: UCLA at
Arizona State (FS1)

10:30 p.m. — College football: Cali-
fornia at USC (ESPN)

Sunday
7 a.m. — Soccer: Premier League –

Arsenal at Chelsea (USA)
9 a.m. — Soccer: Premier League –

Crystal Palace at West Ham United (USA)
1 p.m. — NFL football: Indianapolis

Colts at New England Patriots (CBS);
Green Bay Packers at Detroit Lions (FOX)

1 p.m. — Canadian Football League:
Montreal Alouettes at Hamilton Tiger-Cats
(ESPN2)

3 p.m. — Auto racing: NASCAR Cup
Series – Championship (NBC)

4 p.m. — NFL football: Los Angeles
Rams at Tampa Bay Buccaneers (CBS)

4:30 p.m. — Canadian Football
League: BC Lions at Calgary Stampeders
(ESPN2)

5 p.m. — NHL hockey: Toronto Maple
Leafs at Carolina Hurricanes (ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — Soccer: USL League
One – Tormenta at Chattanooga (ESPN2)

8:03 p.m. — Major League Baseball:
World Series – Philadelphia Phillies at
Houston Astros (FOX)

8:15 p.m. — NFL football: Tennessee
Titans at Kansas City Chiefs (NBC)

8:30 p.m. — USL Championship: Col-
orado Springs at San Antonio (ESPN2)

Monday
7:45 p.m. — NBA basketball: New

Orleans Pelicans at Indiana Pacers (Bally
Indiana)

8:15 p.m. — NFL football: Baltimore
Ravens at New Orleans Saints (ESPN)

Tuesday
2:30 p.m. — Soccer: Bundesliga –

Werder Bremen at Bayern Munchen
(ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — College football: Ohio at
Miami (Ohio) (ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — NHL hockey: Edomonton
Oilers at Tampa Bay Lightning (TNT)

8 p.m. — College football: Ball State
at Toledo (ESPN)

10 p.m. — NHL hockey: Nashville
Predators at Seattle Kraken (TNT)

Local notes
Wrestling registration set

A sign-up session is scheduled for
kindergarten through second graders who
would like to be part of Jay County
Wrestling Club.

The club’s Little Patriots Program is for
those in kindergarten through second
grade and focuses on wrestling basics.
The registration fee is $80.

Sign ups will be at 6 p.m. Nov. 22 and
6 p.m. Nov. 29.

Sports on tap

Most of  the Patriots’ sectional
rivals will remain the same.

Jay County High School’s baseball
and softball teams retained many of
the same sectional opponents as the
IHSAA announced sectional assign-
ments Friday. 

Sectional assignments in other
sports were announced in the
spring.

The Patriot baseball team will
remain in Class 3A Sectional 24
along with Yorktown, New Castle
and Delta. Centerville will be new to
the group, replacing the departing
Hamilton Heights and Guerin
Catholic.

Jay County’s softball team returns
to Class 3A Sectional 24 along with

New Castle, Delta and Yortkwon.
Joining the group will be Center-
ville and Mississinewa, also in place

of  Guerin Catholic and Hamilton
Heights.

Tournament host sites in both
sports will be announced in the
spring.

Jay stays in Sectional 24
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Sports
Saturday, November 5, 2022

Pacers will host
New Orleans Monday,
see Sports on tap

Get all of your local
sports information online

by visiting thecr.com

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

It’s been 17 seasons since
the Patriots have won a sec-
tional title.

They’ve had 14 winning
seasons since then. But
they haven’t been able to
come reclaim tournament
glory.

Coach Kirk Comer’s feel-
ing? It’s time.

The Jay County High
School girls basketball
team, ranked No. 4 in the
Class 3A preseason poll,
will open Tuesday with an
Election Night trip to Fort
Wayne to take on the South
Side Archers, starting a
campaign it hopes will end
with a sectional trophy.

“Success for this team is
the same as it’s been for
every season, and that is
playing our best basketball
at the end of  the season.
And saying that, it’s time
that we take the next step,”
said Comer, who was in his
first stint leading the team
when it defeated Elwood 54-
43 at Mississinewa to claim
its last sectional crown.
“We are a top-10 program,
have been …

“Unfortunately for us
we’ve been in the same sec-
tional with some really
good teams over the years.
But it’s time for us to take
the next step.”

Senior Renna Schwieter-
man returns to try to lead
the Patriots to that next
step having already estab-
lished herself  as one of  the
top players in school histo-
ry.

She became just the
fourth player in the history
of  the JCHS girls program

to hit the 1,000-point mark
last season. With 1,222
points, she is 236 behind the
school’s all-time scoring
record of  1,458. If  she were
to match her 2021-22 pace of
18.3 points per game, she
would break the record
Dec. 27 against Yorktown.

Schwieterman, who was
an IndyStar Indiana girls
Junior All-Star this sum-
mer and has signed to play
at Purdue-Fort Wayne in
college, also led the Patriots
with 4.5 assists and 2.4
steals per game last season.
She also averaged 5.8

rebounds per game last sea-
son and shot 42% from 3-
point range.

“I think she’s matured
every year as a player,” said
Comer. “She’s become bet-
ter off  the dribble. She
involves her teammates
really well.

“This year she’s going
to attract probably a lot
of  double teams. We’re
going to have to be able to
find the open man. She’s
done a really good job of
that this summer.

“She’s just a great
leader. She can post up.

She can run the point.
She can run the two
guard for us. She’s our
best 3-point shooter. She’s
just an all-around athlete.
A lot of  times, the way
Renna goes is the way we
go.”

See Time page 9

It’s time
Patriots focused on taking the next step with

sights on first sectional championship since 2006

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Pictured is the 2022-23 Jay County High School girls basketball team. Pictured, front row from left, are Sophie
Saxman, Mollie Muhlenkamp, Renna Schwieterman, Gabi Bilbrey and Breanna Dirksen. Back row are Cash Hollowell, Danielle
May, Bella Denton, Meredith Dirksen, Cassie Petro and Mabrey McIntire. The Patriots are ranked fourth in the Indiana Coaches
of Girls Sports Association Class 3A preseason poll.

Group for baseball, softball
still includes Yorktown,
Delta and New Castle


