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Doug Jones, 71, Fort
Wayne

Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  43 degrees Friday.

Today’s forecast calls for
cloudy skies with a high of  45.
There is a chance of  rain
tonight with the low dropping
to 46. Skies will be partly
cloudy Sunday and Monday
with highs in the 40s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Jay County High School
will hold its band and choir
Christmas concert at 2 p.m.
Sunday.

Fort Recovery’s middle
school and high school Christ-
mas concert is scheduled for 6
p.m. Sunday.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Dunkirk City Coun-
cil meeting.

Wednesday — Results
from Tuesday’s JCHS swim
meet against Delta.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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Fifty years ago this week, the
county was mourning the
deaths of  four local residents.

The Dec. 11, 1972, edition of
The Commercial Review
included coverage of  the deaths
of  Richard, Margaret, Robert
and Brenda Runkle, who were
killed when the car they were in
was struck by a westbound Nor-
folk & Western freight train.

The brothers and their wives,
who ranged in age from 24 to 38,
were driving on county road 173
(now county road 300 East)
when the crash occurred at 5:55
p.m. Dec. 10, 1972.

Train engineer C.J. Bodiken
of  Lima, Ohio, said the driver
of  the vehicle apparently didn’t
see the oncoming train as there
was no attempt to slow down or
stop. (Jay County Sheriff
Harold Loy reported that
Robert Runkle had been driving
the vehicle.) But, he added, the
icy road could have played a
role in the crash. (A state police
investigation concurred that
the icy road could have been a
contributing factor, though

there was no physical evidence
that the car had skidded on the
ice.) He noted that the train was
traveling at 40 to 45 miles per
hour at the time of  the collision.

The railroad crossing was
marked but there were no flash-
ing lights.

Bodiken said the car was
thrown about 100 feet down the
track by the initial collision
before the train struck the car
again and dragged it an addi-
tional 300 feet before it came to a
stop on the side of  the track.

Richard, Margaret and Bren-
da Runkle all died at the scene.
Robert Runkle was rushed to
Jay County Hospital but was
pronounced dead on arrival. All
four deaths were caused by
either broken necks or skull
fractures.

The Runkle brothers had
reportedly gone to Richard’s
farm to pick up Christmas pres-
ents. 

Richard Runkle had served as
Jay County auditor and was a
founder and manager of  the
Portland Rockets.

Retrospect

Four were killed in collision with train

Photo courtesy of Indiana State Police – Redkey post

Portland reserve Police officer Jim Bruner holds a flashlight to allow Indiana
State Trooper Tom Johnson to study the scene of a fatal accident in 1972. The car
pictured was struck by a train, resulting in the deaths of four Jay County residents.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

More than $1 million in
street paving is now set for
Jay County municipalities
in 2023 after grant awards
were announced this
week.

Indiana Department of
Transportation
announced more than
$885,000 in combined Com-
munity Crossings grants
to Portland, Redkey and
Dunkirk.

The grants were part of
$119.4 million in funding
for 229 municipalities and
counties.

“Modernizing and
improving transportation
infrastructure is a key
component of  driving eco-
nomic development in the
Hoosier state," said Indi-
ana Gov. Eric Holcomb in a
press release. "The Com-
munity Crossings pro-
gram continues to help
take communities to the
next level by providing
safe, reliable roads and
bridges for residents and
visitors alike.”

The grants require a
25% local match, bringing
the total paving to be com-
pleted to more than $1.18
million.

Luke Hemmelgarn of
Choice One Engineering,
which assisted Portland
with its application, said
the list of  streets to be
paved with its $549,558 in
grant funding includes the
entirety of  Arch Street. 

See Grants page 2

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Winterfest ready
A snowman, Christmas trees, gifts and other various holiday fare were set up Friday in the Women’s Building at Jay

County Fairgrounds in preparation for Sunday’s Winterfest at the Fairgrounds. It will run from 5 to 8 p.m. Sunday and will include
carriage rides, cookie decorating, ornament and craft making and Santa. There will also be a performance by Cook and Belle.
Also this weekend, Cruis’n the HoliJay Lights at the Fairgrounds will be open from 6 to 9 p.m. tonight and 5 to 8 p.m. Sunday.

Jay County
municipalities
were awarded

more than
$885,000

Grants
will
help
with
paving

By JEF FEELEY
and MARATHI NAYAK
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Juul Labs Inc. has
agreed to pay $1.2 billion to
resolve about 10,000 law-
suits targeting the e-ciga-
rette maker as a major
cause of  a U.S. youth-vap-
ing epidemic, according to
people familiar with the
matter.

The accord, which hasn’t
yet been finalized, was

announced on Tuesday, but
an amount wasn’t dis-
closed. The deal aims to
resolve all personal-injury,
class-action and school-dis-
trict claims against Juul
gathered before a judge in
California for pre-trial
information exchanges,
the people said.

The proposed settlement
comes as the embattled e-
cigarette maker likely
staved off  bankruptcy last
month with a cash infu-

sion from long-time
investors and by laying off
hundreds of  workers to cut
costs. The company said
earlier this week the settle-
ment will be covered by the
new financing.

Arik Ben-Zvi, a Juul
spokesman, declined to
comment Friday on the set-
tlement. If  enough injured
plaintiffs and school dis-
tricts sign onto the deal, it
would mostly wrap up the
multi-district litigation

(MDL) case that has been
before U.S. District Judge
William Orrick in San
Francisco since 2019.
Orrick must approve the
settlement.

The Juul settlements
include over 8,500 personal
injury cases, over 1,400
governmental-entity cases,
and 32 tribal cases, accord-
ing to a release issued by
the San Francisco-based
Lieff  Cabraser law firm,
which is representing the

plaintiffs, earlier this
week.

The specific details of
who is eligible to partici-
pate in the settlement are
still being worked out, the
people said. Personal-
injury claimants, for exam-
ple, will learn in February
how much they can expect
to receive, according to a
form letter issued by plain-
tiffs’ lawyers leading the
litigation, the people said.

See Settlement page 2

Juul agrees to suit settlement
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Lotteries

CR almanac

45/30 41/27 43/35 46/31 42/30
Skies will

be mostly
cloudy with a
high of 45.

There is a
slight chance
of rain and
snow. Other-
wise, skies
will be partly
sunny with a
high of 42.

Rain is
expected to
begin shortly
after mid-
night and
continue
throughout
the day.

Expect a
high in the low
40s under
partly sunny
skies.

Skies will
be partly
sunny again
with a high of
43.

Sunday
12/11

Monday
12/12

Tuesday
12/13

Wednesday
12/14

Thursday
12/15

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 0-6-3
Daily Four: 1-9-8-8
Quick Draw: 1-3-5-7-9-

19-21-24-34-36-41-43-54-56-
59-62-64-65-71-77

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 7-5-3

Pick 4: 0-4-1-1
Pick 5: 0-6-1-4-4

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$116 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot:

$379 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................6.64
Dec. corn ..................6.61
Wheat ......................6.49

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................6.62
Dec. corn ..................6.59
Jan. corn ..................6.61

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................6.44
Dec. corn ..................6.44
Beans ......................14.73
Dec. beans ..............14.73

Wheat ...................... 6.74
Dec. wheat .............. 7.24

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................6.44
Late Nov. corn ........6.44
Beans ......................14.83
Late Nov. beans......14.83
Wheat ......................7.49

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.44
Dec. corn ..................6.44
Beans ......................14.53
Dec. beans ..............14.55
Wheat ......................6.74

In 1041, Michael V
Calaphates took over the
Byzantine Empire after
the death of  Michael IV.

In 1815, Ada Lovelace
was born August Ada
Byron in Piccadilly Ter-
race, Middlesex, Eng-
land. She is considered
the first computer pro-
grammer for her writ-
ings in connection with
the concept of  Charles
Babbage’s Analytical
Engine.

In 1948, the United
Nations adopted the Uni-
versal Declaration of
Human Rights. The two
key ethical considera-
tions in the document are
a commitment to the
inherent dignity of  every
human being and a com-
mitment to nondiscrimi-
nation.

In 2003, Fort Recovery
teachers reached an
agreement with the
school board that includ-
ed a 3% pay increase and
a new insurance plan.

In 2018, Jay School
Board unanimously
approved a plan to move
all seventh and eighth
graders to Jay County
High School. Elementary
school students would
then shift to the middle
school buildings, with
Judge Haynes (Portland)
and Westlawn (Dunkirk)
elementary schools clos-
ing. General Shanks Ele-
mentary School was
closed and the building
converted to house the
corporation’s central
office, preschool and spe-
cial programs.

—The CR

Monday
8:30 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners execu-
tive session, commission-
ers’ room, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

9 a.m. — Jay County
Commissioners, commis-
sioners’ room, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Regional Sewer District,
commissioners’ room,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

Wednesday
8 a.m. — Upper

Wabash River Basin
Commission, Wells
County Government
Annex, 223 W. Washing-
ton St., Bluffton.

1 p.m. — Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office Merit
Board, sheriff ’s office,
224 W. Water St., Port-
land.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Commissioners and
Jay County Council
joint executive session,
auditorium, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

7 p.m. — Jay County
Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.

Doug Jones
July 28, 1951-Dec. 7, 2022

Doug E. Jones, age 71,
passed away Wednesday,
Dec. 7, 2022, at his home
in Fort Wayne, Indiana.

He was born July 28,
1951, in Bryant, Indiana,
to the late Harold Jones
and Maxine (Masters)
Garringer.

Doug attended Port-
land High School prior
to serving his country as
a member of  the U.S.

Marine
Corps dur-
ing the
Vietnam
War.

He is sur-
vived by
his wife,
Marjorie
Jones; six
children; 13 grandchil-
dren; sister Sue Mozena
of  Kendallville, Indiana;
brothers Steve (Aloma)
Jones of  Cocoa, Florida,
Richard (Claudia) Jones

of  Portland, Indiana,
Greg (Teresa) Garringer
of  Redkey, Indiana,
Shawn Garringer of
Indianapolis, Shannon
(Melissa) Garringer of
Portland, Indiana, and
Brad (Lori) Garringer
of  Greensburg, Indiana.

A memorial gathering
will be held from 5 to 7
p.m. on Wednesday, Dec.
14, 2022, at Fairhaven
Funeral Home, 6557 N.
Clinton St., Fort Wayne,
Indiana, with military

honors to follow at 7
p.m.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review

publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of  serv-
ices.

There is a charge for obit-
uaries, which are accepted
only from funeral homes or
mortuary services.

Continued from page 1
Others to be paved are the

entirety of  Pierce Street, Walnut
Street east of  Meridian Street,
Noble Street between Main and
High streets, and Union Street
between Meridian and Bridge
streets.

“We’ve done very, very well
with Community Crossings,”
said Portland Mayor John
Boggs. “We’ve been able to pave
a lot of  streets in Portland
because of  it and it looks like
we’re going to be able to do
more.”

Based on the grant total, the
city’s match for the paving will
be $183,186. (The match amount
could change based on where
bids for the work come in.)

The Community Crossings

paving will be in addition to
planned paving of  U.S. 27
(Meridian Street) through the
city beginning in late spring
2023.

Redkey was awarded
$196,100.25 in grant funding. It
originally applied for paving
Boyce Street between Sycamore
and Meridian streets, Bell
Avenue between Meridian and
Butler streets, Sycamore Street
between Indiana 67 and Main
Street and all of  Morgan Drive
through Redkey Morgan Park. It
later added Bell Avenue between
Meridian and Washington
streets to its application.

The town’s match for the proj-
ect will be $57,398.75.

Dunkirk had initially hoped to
apply for funding to pave the

streets in Quincy Place, but that
area had been inadvertently left
off  of  the city’s asset manage-
ment plan. (The plan is an evalu-
ation of  street conditions that is
required for the Community
Crossings grant.) Instead, the
city applied for and was awarded
funding to pave all of  Mount
Auburn Street, Lincoln Avenue
on the west side of  the city and
Angle Street on the north side of
the city. (The asset management
plan is being updated, with
plans to apply for a grant to help
pave the Quincy Place streets
next year.)

“For Dunkirk, it has been fan-
tastic,” said Mayor Jack Rob-
bins. “This is like seven in a row,
six or seven, we’ve done. I don’t
know how Dunkirk would ever

do what we’ve done without
Community Crossings.

“This is one of  the better
things I think INDOT and the
state have done for a long time.”

The city’s match for the work
will be $46,993.70.

Geneva received $172,196.25 in
grant funding as well with a
match amount of  $57,398.75.

Bidding for all of  the road
work is slated for early next year
with the projects to be completed
in 2023.

Community Crossings grant
funding of  $197,827 awarded in
November 2021 led to the paving
of  the entirety of  Broad, John-
son and 5th streets as well as
parts of  Ohio, Shatto and High
streets in Dunkirk. Portland
received $551,699 for projects

during the same funding round.
The Community Crossings

program has provided more
than $1 billion in grant funding
for local road projects since 2017.

“Community Crossings is a
tremendous opportunity for
towns, cities and counties to
enhance local road networks
across the state,” INDOT Com-
missioner Mike Smith said.
“INDOT looks forward to part-
nering with locals to deliver on
projects that will have a positive
impact on safety and bring busi-
ness to Indiana. I'm excited to
see the progress in these com-
munities throughout the coming
year.”

The next application period
for Community Crossings
grants is set for January.

Grants ...

Judge Donald
Gillespie
Fined and sentenced

Melvin Mendez, Port-
land, driving without a
valid license, $160.50, and
driving without insurance,
$25; Taylor Morris, Ander-
son, speeding 101 mph in a
55 mph zone, $171; Hayley
P. Price, Portland, passing
a school bus, $485.50;
Matthew L. Uhrick, Hart-
ford City, driving without a
valid license, $160.50, driv-
ing without insurance, $25,
and using fictitious dri-
ver’s registration, $25;
Dakota L. Wilhelm, Port-
land, driving with expired
plates, $160.50, and driving
without insurance, $25.

Default
Devin M. Kline, Rock-

ford, Ohio, driving with
expired plates and driving
without insurance;
Charles E. Crenshaw,
North Clarendon, Ver-
mont, driving with a sus-
pended license; Kylie S.
Seeley, Hartford City, driv-
ing without insurance;
Arciterra Group, Phoenix,
Arizona, two counts each

of  overgrown weeds,
weeds or grass taller than 8
inches and refusal to
remove weeds; Baeza Her-
nandez, Portland, over-
grown weeds, weeds or
grass taller than 8 inches
and refusal to remove
weeds; Joseph K. Barnes,
Harper Woods, Michigan,
violating Redkey’s pro-
hibiting truck traffic ordi-
nance; Brittany L. Cobbs,
Indianapolis, violating
Redkey’s prohibiting truck
traffic ordinance; James
M. Levering, DeGraff,
Ohio, violating Redkey’s
prohibiting truck traffic
ordinance; Juan C. Mojica,
Dallas, Texas, violating
Redkey’s prohibiting truck
traffic ordinance; Jay W.
Morrow, Winnipeg, Cana-
da, violating Redkey’s pro-
hibiting truck traffic ordi-
nance; Jesus J. Orozco,
Lansing, Illinois, violating
Redkey’s prohibiting truck
traffic ordinance; Fnu
Kumar K. Raj, Madera,
California, violating Red-
key’s prohibiting truck
traffic ordinance; Gurdit
Singh, Bakersfield, Califor-
nia, violating Redkey’s pro-
hibiting truck traffic ordi-
nance; Parampreet Singh,
Yuba City, California, vio-
lating Redkey’s prohibit-
ing truck traffic ordi-
nance; Sara E. Bledsoe,
Dunkirk, expired plates;
Wills E. Clark Jr., Ander-
son, driving with a sus-
pended license; Dylan A.
Clubs, Union City, driving
without a valid license;
Aaliyah Oneal, Blooming-
ton, speeding 48 mph in a
30 mph zone and driving
with expired plates;
Aaliyah Oneal, Blooming-
ton, speeding 41 mph in a
30 mph zone and driving
with expired plates;
DeWayne Pettiford, Akron,
Ohio, driving with expired
plates; Joseph R. Young,
Lima, Ohio, speeding 79
mph in a 55 mph zone, driv-
ing with fictitious plates
and driving without insur-
ance

Dismissed
Rahul Lnu, Sunnyvale,

California, speeding 45
mph in a 30 mph zone and
disregarding emergency
vehicle; Rick D. Hart, Port-
land, two counts of  accu-
mulation of  rubbish and
storage of  junk ordinance
violations

Deferrals
Haley R. Bower, Port-

land, driving with a sus-
pended license; Aaron T.
Hunt, Winchester, driving
with a suspended license
and driving without insur-
ance

City court

Obituaries

Jones

Continued from page 1
“We can advise at this time that

eligible plaintiffs will receive a
minimum of  $1,000 gross (before
attorneys’ fees, costs, and any liens

are deducted) and that the gross
value of  most claims in the settle-
ment program is expected to be
substantially higher,” the letter
said.

Juul faced a wave of  suits accus-
ing it of  failing to warn consumers
about the risks of  vaping and ille-
gally marketing the nicotine-deliv-
ery devices to minors.

Settlement ...

Saturday
Johnson, Phyllis: 10 a.m., MJS

Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian St.,
Redkey.

Muhlenkamp, Betty: 10
a.m., Church of the Most Holy
Trinity, 7321 Indiana 67, Bryant.

Rouch, Carol: 2 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Monday
Hall, Mellissa: 11 a.m., Baird-

Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Adams, Mary: 6 p.m., Baird-
Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Newton, Richard: 7 p.m.,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Tuesday
Sanders, Sue: 1 p.m., Baird-

Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Wednesday
Jones, Doug: 5 p.m.,

Fairhaven Funeral Home, 6557
N. Clinton St., Fort Wayne. 

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Sunday at The Rock
Church, 1605 N. Meridian
St., Portland. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for breakfast
at Richards Restaurant.

BRYANT AREA COM-
MUNITY CENTER —
Walking from 9:30 to 10:30
a.m. every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

EUCHRE –– Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

DIABETES SUPPORT
GROUP — Meets at 3 p.m.
on the second Monday of

each month at Mercer
Health in Coldwater, Ohio.

JAY COUNTY DRUG
PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at 3:30
p.m. the second Monday of
each month at Portland
Fire Department, 1616 N.
Franklin St. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1 to
5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, call (260) 726-8636.
Walk-ins accepted.

BREAD OF LIFE COM-
MUNITY FAMILY MEAL
— Will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. at Asbury Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 204 E.
Arch St. in Portland. Every-
one is welcome. 

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Monday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more infor-
mation, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.

REDISCOVERING JOY

— The support group of
widows and widowers
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the
second Monday of  each
month at R & R Fabrica-
tions, 601 E. Washington
St., St. Henry, Ohio. For
more information, email
rediscoveringjoy@yahoo.c
om.

Tuesday
JAY COUNTY PASTORS

AND CHAPLAINS — Meet
at 11:30 a.m. on the second
Tuesday of  each month in
the chapel at Indiana Uni-
versity Health Jay Hospi-
tal.

BRYANT COMMUNITY
CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-

mation, call (567) 279-8352
or (260) 729-7000.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
each Tuesday at Church of
God of  Prophecy, 797 N.
Creagor Ave. in Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 766-9334.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be
played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

BRYANT/NEW CORY-
DON SENIOR CITIZENS —
Will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Bryant
Community Center for a
carry-in dinner. Meat is
provided.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday at Harmo-
ny Cafe, 121 N. Meridian St. 

JAY COUNTY CIVIC
THEATRE — Holds its reg-
ular meeting at 5:30 p.m. on
the second Wednesday of
each month in room 205 on
the second floor of  John
Jay Center for Learning,
101 S. Meridian St., Port-
land.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP — For caregivers
of  persons with
Alzheimer’s disease or
related dementias, the
group will meet at 6 p.m.
the second Wednesday of
each month at Blackford
Community Hospital con-
ference room, 410 Pilgrim
Boulevard in Hartford City.
For more information, call
Joni Slentz or Lisa Garrett
at (765) 348-1072 or (800) 272-
3900.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in
the Zion Lutheran Church,

218 E. High St., Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at (765)
369-2085.

JAY COUNTY SCOUTS
ORGANIZATION — Will
meet for its annual meet-
ing at 7 p.m. Dec. 14 at the
scout facility, 4684 S. Waste
Management Drive, rural
Portland.
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Friday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku     
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DEAR ABBY: I’m a high school
junior in a predicament. 

Early in my sophomore year,
during a school trip, I developed
strong feelings for a girl named
“Joelle.” She’s a grade ahead of
me, meaning I don’t see her often
or have many chances to talk to
her during school except for the
occasional chance meeting. 

Because of  our lack of  contact, I
thought my feelings were subsid-
ing, so I started a relationship
with another girl, “Amber.” 

However, shortly after begin-
ning this new relationship, I had a
long conversation with Joelle and
quickly realized I’m in love with
her. 

While I still have feelings for
Amber, it crushes me not to be
with Joelle. 

To make matters worse, if  I end
things with Amber, there’s no
guarantee Joelle would give me a
chance — she’s bisexual (but pri-
marily lesbian) and she’s close
friends with Amber. I don’t want to
throw away my relationship with
Amber over what may amount to a
pipe dream, but I really am in love
with Joelle. 

Please help. — JUMBLED
HEART IN SAN FRANCISCO

DEAR JUMBLED: Amber
deserves better than to be
involved with a guy who is in
love with someone else. Because
Joelle is not only “primarily”
lesbian but also close friends
with Amber, do not pin your
hopes on anything but friend-

ship with her. Ever. You have
two more years of  high school
ahead of  you. During that time,
you are going to meet other
attractive young women who
will return your feelings. These
two aren’t that. 

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My daughter is

being married in a month. Her
fiance is Canadian. We have
reserved a block of  rooms for
guests who are coming from afar. I
understand the importance of  the
groom’s mom being here for the
ceremony, so when I was told she
couldn’t afford the hotel, I offered
to pay for her room for the Thurs-
day, Friday, and Saturday so she
could be here. 

My daughter now says his moth-
er is asking for Sunday night, too.
I replied that she could reserve it
and pay for it herself  or request a
late checkout on Sunday. I don’t
have room for her to stay in my
home, and I think I am generous to
be paying for her hotel stay in the
first place, let alone three nights.
Is the bride’s family obligated to
pay for this? — ASKING FOR TOO
MUCH

DEAR ASKING: Are you obli-
gated? Certainly not. It is pre-
sumptuous for the groom’s
mother to expect that you
would. If  she’s unable to pay for
the extended accommodations,
her son should step up to the
plate.

••••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I’ve been married

25 years. My husband just took up
golf  and working out at the club.
He takes his wedding ring off  for
both activities, and then he some-
times forgets to put it back on.
When we are heading out for din-
ner or an event, I ask, “Where’s
your ring?” He then runs back into
the house to put it on. What do you
make of  this? — PERPLEXED IN
ILLINOIS

DEAR PERPLEXED: Depend-
ing upon your husband’s work-
out, it’s possible that the wed-
ding ring could get in the way
or be scratched. It may also
interfere with his swing while
he’s playing golf. It is also pos-
sible that he doesn’t like wear-
ing a wedding ring. What I
make of  this is of  less impor-
tance than what the two of  you
make of  it.

It’s time for a calm, honest
discussion.

••••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abigail

Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact
Dear Abby at DearAbby.com or P.O.
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Community Calendar

By HANNAH
CRITCHFIELD
Tampa Bay Times
Tribune News Service

An experimental
drug appears to slow
cognitive decline in
people with early onset
Alzheimer’s.

New data on
lecanemab, which is
manufactured by Bio-
gen and Esai, was pub-
lished last week in
the New England Jour-
nal of  Medicine that
showed people who
took the drug experi-
enced “moderately less
decline on measures of
cognition and func-
tion.”

However, some
patients also experi-
enced negative side
effects like brain
swelling and bleeding
— meaning people
with early Alzheimer’s
disease should be
aware of  the risks
before seeking treat-
ment.

Lecanemab decreas-
es the amount of  amy-
loid plaque in the
brain. The protein
deposits have long been
hypothesized to be

linked to the progres-
sion of  Alzheimer’s.

The drug is intended
for people with early-
onset Alzheimer’s or
mild cognitive impair-
ment. People who have
more advanced stages
of  Alzheimer’s will
likely not be eligible
for the treatment.

People interested in
the drug might not
have to wait long. The
Food and Drug Admin-
istration is consider-
ing lecanemab for
accelerated approval,
and will make its deci-
sion on Jan. 6.

Esai has said
lecanemab could cost
between $9,249 and
$35,605 a year.

There’s currently
only one drug on the
market that attempts
to slow progression of
Alzheimer’s by reduc-
ing the level of  plaque
in the brain. Known as
Aduhelm or adu-
canamab, the contro-
versial treatment
received federal
approval last year,
despite limited results
that the drug helped
patients.

Relationships have gotten tangled

Dear
Abby

New drug appears
to slow Alzheimer’s
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New York Daily News
Tribune News Service

It’s been a busy time for sen-
tient scumbucket Alex Jones.
On Dec. 1, he hosted a certain
rapper turned antisemitic
ranter, squirming a little as his
brother in hate praised Hitler
and Nazis. On Dec. 2, Jones —
who’s been morally bankrupt
for decades — filed for Chapter
11 personal bankruptcy, a trans-
parent attempt to make it hard-
er for families he smeared to
collect a substantial share of
the $1.5 billion defamation

judgment they won earlier this
year.

Jones, who’s gotten away with
almost every vile thing he’s done
and said in his 48 years, must
not escape accountability this
time.

Let’s repeat in plain terms
what prompted jurors and a
judge to order he pay a huge sum
to the loved ones of  first graders
and educators murdered in 2012
at Sandy Hook Elementary by an
unstable young man. Jones
repeatedly called the massacre a
whole-cloth hoax staged by
nefarious forces, which is to say
he called mothers and fathers
enduring unimaginable grief
actors who were gladly profiting
from the experience. It is literal-
ly impossible to concoct a more
nauseating lie.

Nor was it an idle falsehood.
Jones’ followers proceeded to
hound the people they were told
were fabricators. They harassed
and tormented them. They
forced them to move. They
turned what was already a peri-
od of  awful anguish no human
should ever have to endure into
hell on earth.

Jones has been slithering
away from having to pay any
price for years. As The Washing-
ton Post reported last month,
records show that when, in mid-
2020, it started to look like there

might be consequences for his
vile lies, he started moving
money into other companies
controlled by himself, relatives
or friends. And so, when his
Free Speech Systems entered
corporate bankruptcy in July,
the very live and still unan-
swered question was where else
in the woodwork he has bills
rolled up and stashed. That is
now underlined in light of  his
attempt to restructure his per-
sonal finances.

Reality might finally bite Alex
Jones. It must leave a mark.

Bankruptcy can’t become escape

By LARRY DEBOER
The holidays are here.

Time for good cheer and
happy thoughts, even if
candy canes and sugar
plums cost 7.8% more this
year than last.

That’s the 12-month
inflation rate as of  October
2022. The Consumer Price
Index for all items shows
prices 7.8% higher than in
October 2021. This year has
seen the highest inflation
since the early 1980s.

It happened fast. It’s
hard to remember now, but
the pandemic reduced the
inflation rate from 2.3% in
February 2020 to near zero
in May of  that year. It was
still low in February 2021,
at 1.7%. Then it shot up to
5.3% in June 2021, then to
7% in December.

How did that happen?
The economy was recover-
ing rapidly from the
COVID recession. Federal
COVID relief  payments
were adding to spending.
Consumer spending shift-
ed from services to goods,
and manufacturers could-
n’t keep up. Labor force
participation was down, so
employees were scarce.
Supply chains were still
recovering from the shut-
down of  trade. Low inter-
est rates encouraged bor-
rowing and spending. The
war in Ukraine raised oil
and food prices.

People are unhappy. The
index of  consumer senti-
ment is lower now than
during the worst of  the
pandemic. So, in the cheer-
ful spirit of  the holidays,
let’s list some reasons why
inflation will come down
next year.

First, October was the
fourth straight month that
the inflation rate dropped.
It peaked at 9% in June.
Inflation is still too high,
but it’s slowly trending in
the right direction.

Second, durable goods
price inflation has dropped
a lot. Those are manufac-
tured products, such as
cars and appliances.
Durable goods inflation
peaked at 18.7% in Febru-
ary. It was 4.8% in October.
The shift of  spending from
services to goods has con-
tinued, but manufacturers
have done some catching
up.

Third, fiscal policy has
turned anti-inflationary.
Fiscal policy refers to the
federal budget. Federal
budget deficits add to
spending, which increases
the demand for goods and
services, and can raise
prices if  supplies don’t
keep up. The federal deficit
was 18% of  GDP in the
first quarter of  2021. In the
third quarter this year it
was 3%. That’s because
there was no big COVID
relief  bill passed this year.
It’s $3 trillion that won’t be
added to demand.

Fourth, monetary policy

has turned anti-inflation-
ary. The Federal
Reserve has increased
their policy interest rate,
from near zero% in Febru-
ary to nearly 4% now.
Higher interest rates
aren’t especially cheerful,
but they will decrease bor-
rowing, which will
decrease spending, which
will reduce pressure on
prices. The rise in mort-
gage rates will reduce
housing demand. There
are signs that home prices
are starting to fall.

Fifth, the value of  the
dollar has increased. In
May 2021 it took 0.82 Euro-
pean euros to buy a dollar
on exchange markets. Now
it takes 1.04 euros. Put
another way, anything
priced in euros is now 21%
cheaper in dollars than it
was a year and a half  ago.
That should hold down the
prices of  imported goods.

Smaller deficits, higher
interest rates and higher
exchange rates could
result in recession. Busi-
nesses would cut back on
hiring, and that would
increase unemployment.
Again, though, have a
happy holiday thought.
There are still 5 million
more job openings than job
searchers, so businesses
could cut back their hiring
plans and unemployment
might not rise very much.
Households still have a lot
of  extra savings left from
the COVID relief  pay-
ments, which might keep
spending from falling too
much. We might just get a
“soft landing,” which is
lower inflation without
recession.

Oil and gasoline prices
are unpredictable, to say
the least. So much depends
on politics and war. But
again, the trend is in the
right direction. Average
gasoline prices peaked at
over $5 per gallon in mid-
June this year. The price is
around $3.75 now.

Unfortunately, lower
inflation does not necessar-
ily mean lower prices. The
prices of  gasoline and
housing may fall, but for
most goods and services
lower inflation means that
prices keep rising, just
more slowly.

Hey, that’s not cheery
holiday spirit! Inflation
surely will fall next year.
Let’s postpone our gloomy
economic thoughts to the
gloomy month of  January.

••••••••••
DeBoer is a Purdue Uni-

versity agricultural econo-
mist.

There’s room
for optimism

By RAMESH PONNURU
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

The federal government’s child
tax credit just had its 25th anniver-
sary, but not everyone is celebrat-
ing. Some conservatives think it’s
a runaway entitlement program. A
few on the left would rather redi-
rect the money elsewhere. Advo-
cates, meanwhile, want to expand
it — but don’t agree on how.

The critics are mostly wrong.
But its supporters risk letting
their conflicting ambitions
obscure what matters: The credit
is shrinking in value, and protect-
ing it ought to be the top priority.

The disagreements among sup-
porters reflect the tax credit’s mul-
tiple purposes. It is a way to fight
child poverty and to deliver mid-
dle-class tax relief. It helps parents
meet the needs of  children. It
rebalances the burden of  govern-
ment among adults without minor
children, parents of  small fami-
lies, and parents of  large ones.
Some supporters hope the credit
will mitigate the plunging birth
rate.

These goals come with tradeoffs.
Making the credit more generous
to the lowest earners may mean
making it more than just tax relief
— since those with the lowest
incomes pay little in federal taxes
in the first place — and will leave
less money available to boost mid-
dle-class families.

Those conservatives who oppose
the child credit have too many
complaints about it to list here.
They say that it’s bad for civic
health to exempt large numbers of
people from paying the income tax,
as the child credit does. Never
mind that most people haven’t paid
income tax for most of  U.S. history.
Opponents also say that the credits
will dangerously reduce the incen-
tive for parents to work, citing aca-
demic models that other scholars
call implausible. And they say that

the credits’ cost keeps Congress
from passing pro-growth tax cuts,
even though the actual history of
such tax cuts shows they can’t be
passed without such measures to
aid middle-class families.

While some conservatives want
to scant the child credit in favor of
cutting taxes on capital gains,
some liberals have other ideas for
the money. Isabel Sawhill, a senior
fellow at the Brookings Institu-
tion, recently warned against
enlarging the credit: “I could build
you a Cadillac pre-K or child care
system for that kind of  money.”

Leave aside whether these pro-
posals could garner the bipartisan
support the child tax credit has
usually enjoyed. Their purported
advantage — that they target a
smaller group of  children for ben-
efits — comes with a major draw-
back: They favor some parental
decisions over other, equally
responsible ones. Families that
decide to have one parent stay
home to care for small children
can benefit from the credit, as can
families who use child care or pre-
K. The targeted benefits generally
leave out the former group. They
push familial decisions in one
direction, for no good reason.

Meanwhile, it’s not as though
the child tax credit is expanding at
the expense of  other government
priorities. In fact, it’s not expand-
ing at all. The Republican tax
reform of  2017 doubled it from
$1,000 to $2,000 per child and
allowed it to offset some payroll
taxes as well as income taxes.

But that enlargement was part-

ly an illusion. It was temporary;
it will expire in 2025. The reform
also eliminated another tax bene-
fit for children, the dependent
exemption, which was worth $600
per child for a plurality of  tax-
payers. Democrats increased the
size of  the credit even more
briefly, but that expansion has
already expired.

The $2,000 credit has also seen
its value eroded by the recent
bout of  high inflation. It has lost
nearly a fifth of  its purchasing
power since 2017. The tax code is
only slightly more generous to
children now than it was before
then, and it is getting less gener-
ous all the time.

So the critics’ vision of  a
relentlessly expanding child ben-
efit is mistaken. And before try-
ing to expand it, the advocates
ought to be concentrating on
restoring the benefit level that
parents had in 2018 and making
sure it doesn’t expire. A second
priority should be legislation that
prevents future erosion of  the
child credit. The maximum credit
of  $2,000 per child should be
indexed at least to inflation, and
ideally to nominal wages (which
tend to grow a little faster).

The alternative is a steady tax
increase on parents, especially of
large families, followed by a
sharp increase in 2026. (And yes,
“tax increase” is the right
description: It falls entirely on
households that pay either
income or payroll taxes or both.)
Republicans and Democrats
ought to be able to agree on block-
ing that tax increase — if  they
can ignore some of  the extrane-
ous noise of  the debate over the
child credit.

••••••••••
Ponnuru is a Bloomberg Opin-

ion columnist. He is the editor of
National Review and a fellow at
the American Enterprise Institute.

Strengthen child tax credit
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Questions of war

1) In what battle did the Axis powers lose about a
quarter of their troops on the Eastern Front?

2) Operation Overlord was the code name
for what World War II battle?

Trivial Review
(Answers are printed below, upside down.)

1) The Battle of Stalingrad
2) The Battle of Normandy
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vehicles, real estate and

mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane socie-
ty can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We cannot
be responsible for more
than one days incorrect
copy. We try hard not to
make mistakes, but they
do happen, and we may
not know unless you call
to tell us. Call before
12:00 pm for corrections.
The Commercial Review,
309 W Main, Portland,
Indiana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exteri-
or remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations. 260-
726-5062, leave mes-
sage. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing and
Alterations, Quilts, Baby
Blankets, Appliqué, Zip-
pers, Hemming, Memory
T-Shirt, Special Orders,
Wedding & Prom Gowns.
260.766.9334 

WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
ABSOLUTE REAL
ESTATE ACTION

THURSDAY DECEM-
BER 15,2022 @ 5PM
Located at 7510 s us
highway 27 Berne, IN .

OPEN HOUSE
DECEMBER 4TH FROM

1-3PM
Up for Absolute public
Action is a 3 bedroom, 2

Bath home, 
This home was built in
1965 and has 2 car
attached garage and

1304 Square feet of liv-
ing space with full par-
tially finished basement.
Sitting on 2 acres of

ground.
Many updates made
OWNER: KEITH
AFFOLDER

Statements day of auc-
tion take precedence
over any & all previous

statements.
GRUBE AUCTIONEER-

ING&lt;LLC
SHAWVER  AUCTION-

EERING
& REAL EASTATE

Adrian Grube
#AU1150034
419-305-9202
Pete Shawver
#AU19700040
260-726-5587 

PUBLIC AUCTION
ARCHITECTURAL AND

SALVAGE
Located at 4209 S 600 E

Salamonia, Indiana  
Saturday Morning

DECEMBER 17, 2022
AT 11:00 A.M.

After serving the com-
munity since 1859 the St

James
Lutheran Church held its
final service. The con-

tents of
the current church which
was built in 1895 includ-

ing the
historic stained glass
windows will be sold.

STAINED GLASS WIN-
DOWS – FURNITURE –

WOODWORK
30+ stained glass win-
dows that originated

from Germany.
Windows include: 5’ x
54” arched shaped with

a picture of
Jesus, (3) arch shaped
panels 36” x 30”, (3)

middle panels
36” x 33”, (3) bottom
panels 36” x 33”, (2)

arch shaped
panels 40” x 34”, (2)

middle panels 40” x 42”,
(2) bottom

panels 40” x 44” (18) –
12’ church pews; (2) –
128” church pews; 60+
wood folding chairs; fold-

ing tables;
early 1900’s scrolls;

ornate pulpit;  and other
items not listed.

ST JAMES LUTHERAN
CHURCH

LOY AUCTION
AC#31600027

Gary Loy
AU01031608
Ben Lyons 
AU10700085
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

PUBLIC AUCTION
Auction held at 8339 N

400 E (Bearcreek
Farms) Bryant, Indiana

Friday Evening
DECEMBER 16, 2022 

6:00 P.M.
REAL ESTATE:

Located on CR 250 W
just north of CR 850 N.
Approximately 8.17

acres total with approxi-
mately 6.5 acres tillable,
.70 acres wooded and
the balance in ditch and
roadway. This parcel is

fairly level.
10% nonrefundable

deposit day of sale with
balance due at closing.
Seller will provide Gen-
eral Warranty Deed and
Owners Title Insurance.
Seller will provide a

survey. Buyer to assume
taxes due and payable
in May 2023 and there-

after. 
FOR MORE INFORMA-
TION CONTACT LOY

AUCTION 260-726-2700
OR GARY LOY AUC-
TIONEER 260-726-

5160.
KARL KAISER
LOY AUCTION
AC#31600027

GARY LOY AUCTION-
EER

AU01031608

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

HELP WANTED Cook &
Server position, No
experience needed, Fair
wages, Nights & Week-
ends South side in Cold-
water Ohio 419-678-
3715  

CDL OTR DRIVER
NEEDED

Flexible home times /
schedule, Home Weekly,
FRT Coronado 13 spd,

RGN, SD Trailer,
Vac/Holiday Pay,

$91000 yearly/ $.70/Mile
with drop wages. Must
have 3 years’ experi-
ence. 260-273-9169 

THE CITY OF DUNKIRK
IS HIRING Sewage
Dept. is looking for a full-
time employee also a
part time employee for
various depts Please
come to City Building for
a Application.  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS
COLUMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, distri-
bution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead

cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing  
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

Dave’s
Heating & Cooling

Furnace,
Air Conditioner

Geothermal
Sales & Service

260-726-2138
Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

GABBARD FENCE
FARM • COMMERCIAL  • INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL • VINYL
“SINCE 1969”

rgfence@yahoo.com

(765) 546-8801

Little JJ’s
Tree Service

Tree Trimming, Removal, 
Stump Grinding. 

Firewood available

765-509-1956

– Our E-MAIL Addresses Are–
For NEWS items and letters to the editor

news@thecr.com
For SPORTS related information

sports@thecr.com
For Classifieds:

classifieds@thecr.com
Website: www.thecr.com

COMMERCIAL PRINTING, SENDING DIGITAL FILES FOR THE HOME GUIDES
AND CUSTOMER PREPARED FILES.

print@thecr.com
FOR ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND ACCOUNTS PAYABLE INQUIRIES

business@thecr.com
FOR DELIVERY INQUIRIES

delivery@thecr.com
Send Your E-MAIL Directly To The
Department You Want To Contact!

For Inquiries for ADVERTISING
& digital files

ads@thecr.com
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Bricker’s Flowers 
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday

9:30-3:00 Saturday

RODFATHER INSURANCE
NOT JUST BUSINESS, IT’S PERSONAL

260-418-9492 • RODNEY PENROD • RPENROD@CGNAZ.ORG

Medicare Seminar 
Advantage Plans

Jay Community Center 
115 E Water St – Portland, IN 47371.

Saturday, October 8th 10 AM, 1 PM
Saturday, November 5th 10 AM, 1 PM
Saturday, December 3rd 10 AM,1 PM

Portland Walmart hours: M., W., F. 10-3 pm.
A.M.D.A.   American Medicare 

Disability Advocate
Founding Member

We do not offer every plan in your area.  Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer 
in your area.  Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all your options
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 The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery

Comments or Problems?
Call our Circulation

Hotline
260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery Deadlines
Tuesday - Friday: 6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning: 8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St., Portland.

Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Circulation Department Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

PUBLIC AUCTION
ARCHITECTURAL AND SALVAGE

Located at 4209 S 600 E Salamonia, Indiana on
Saturday Morning

DECEMBER 17, 2022
11:00 A.M.

After serving the community since 1859 the St
James Lutheran Church held its final service.     The
contents of the current church which was built in
1895 including the historic stained glass windows
will be sold.   
STAINED GLASS WINDOWS – FURNITURE –

WOODWORK
30+ stained glass windows that originated from
Germany.   Windows include:  5’ x 54” arched
shaped with a picture of Jesus, (3) arch shaped
panels 36” x 30”, (3) middle panels 36” x 33”, (3)
bottom panels 36” x 33”, (2) arch shaped panels 40”
x 34”, (2) middle panels 40” x 42”, (2) bottom
panels 40” x 44”, (2) arch shaped panels 23” x 20”,
(2) middle panels 23” x 39”, (2) bottom panels 23”
x 42”, (3) arch shaped panels 32” x 36”, (2) bottom
panel 35” x 36”,   (2) panels 40” x 39”,  and (2)
partial windows 40” x 39”.   Middle panels include
sections with Noah’s Ark, Lamb, Cross, Crown, and
Harp.    (18) – 12’ church pews; (2) – 128” church
pews; 60+ wood folding chairs; folding tables; early
1900’s scrolls;  ornate pulpit; hanging attendance
board; wood standing baptismal; 7’ x 32” wood
folding doors; wood window frames;  trim boards;
doors; wainscoating; brass cross; brass candlesticks;
wood collection plates; Williamson Funeral Home
mirror; chalkboards; hat rack; Polar Wind air
conditioner; decorative wood Coffee box; turkey
feather darts; wood box; flags with stands; child’s
wood chairs; metal 2 door cabinet; wood tables;
hanging lights; wood step ladders; slate shingles; old
books; and other items not listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:    This is a special
opportunity to purchase historical items that date
back to the late 1800’s.      If you have any questions
please contact our office at (260) 726-2700.
Auction preview will be held day of auction
beginning at 9:00 a.m. or by appointment.

ST. JAMES LUTHERN CHURCH
LOY AUCTION   AC31600027

AUCTIONEERS
Gary Loy   AU 01031608   
Ben Lyons   AU 10700085  

Travis Theurer   AU 11200131
CR 12-10-2022

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
2022 TERM

In the Matter of 
the Unsupervised 

Administration of the 
Estate of:

Donald D. Blanchard,
Deceased

No. 38CO1-2211-EU-000046
NOTICE OF 

ADMINISTRATION
Notice is hereby given that

Lesa Blanchard was, on the
23rd day of November, 2022, ap-
pointed Personal Representa-
tive of the estate of Donald D.
Blanchard deceased, who died
on October 16th, 2022. 
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana, this
30th day of November, 2022.

HINKLE, RACSTER &
SCHEMENAUR

121 W. High Street
Portland, IN  47371

Attorney
Jon Eads

Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana

CR 12-3,10-2022 HSPAXLP

Public Notice
TO THE OWNERS OF THE

WITHIN DESCRIBED REAL
ESTATE AND ALL INTER-

ESTED PARTIES
NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S

SALE
By virtue of a certified copy of a
decree to me directed from the
Clerk of Circuit Court of Jay
County, Indiana, in Cause No.
38C01-2l 11-MF-000009 wherein
United States of America, act-
ing through the Rural Housing
Service, its successors and as-
signs, United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture was Plain-
tiff, and Julia L. Morrison, were
Defendants, requiring me to
make the sum as provided for in
said Decree with interest and
cost, I will expose at public sale
to the highest bidder, on the 5th
day of January, 2023 at the hour
of 10:00 or as soon thereafter as
is possible, at 224 W. Water
Street, Portland, IN 47371, the
fee simple of the whole body of
Real Estate in Jay County, Indi-
ana.

Lot 24 Beam Place South,
Portland, Indiana, the plat of
which is recorded as Docu-
ment Number 9901682, Page
1 and the protective and re-
strictive covenants being
recorded as Document Num-
ber 9901663, Pages 1-5 all in
the Office of the Jay County
Recorder
More commonly known as:
122 Honeysuckle Ln., Port-
land, IN 47371
Parcel No.
38-07-29-201-025.024-034

Together with rents, issues, in-
come, and profits thereof, said
sale will be made without re-
lief from valuation or appraise-
ment laws.
"Subject to all liens, encum-
brances and easements of
record not otherwise extin-
guished in the proceedings
known as Cause 38C01-2111-MF-
000009 in the Circuit court of the
County of Jay, Indiana." 

Dwane Ford
Jay County Sheriff
Plaintiff Attorney

Daniel A. Cox (28426-15)
Wood & Lamping LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff

600 Vine Street, Suite 2500
Cincinnati, OH 45202

CR 12-3,10,17-HSPAXLP
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ROCKFORD, Ohio —
The Indians more than
doubled the Panthers’
scoring in the first half.

They had to fend off  a
comeback in the final 16
minutes.

Fort Recovery High
School’s boys basketball
team thwarted a second-
half  surge by the host
Parkway Panthers for a 50-
43 victory Friday night in
the Midwest Athletic Con-
ference opener for both
teams.

The Tribe, which lost 60-
47 on Tuesday to Fort
Loramie, moves to 3-1 (1-0
MAC) while the Panthers
fall to 0-3 (0-1 MAC).

Parkway’s Caiden
Berry, who led the Pan-
thers with 18 points,
sparked the comeback bid
with a pair of  3-pointers
in the third quarter.
Despite his effort, Park-
way trimmed just one off
its 31-15 halftime deficit
and trailed 42-27 heading
into the fourth.

But Berry scored eight
points, including two
more 3-pointers, as part of
Parkway’s 16-point fourth
quarter. 

See Spoils page 9

Tribe
spoils
rally
bid

By CHRIS SCHANZ
The Commercial Review

Holding a team without a
point in the opening period
would leave most teams happy
heading into the second quar-
ter.

That wasn’t the case for the
Patriots, as their strong defen-
sive effort early made up for an
offense that was just 36% from
the field in the first eight min-
utes.

The Jets just couldn’t over-
come being shut out early.

Jay County High School’s
girls basketball team was a

touch off  shooting and was able
to fend off  the Adams Central
Jets on Friday in a 62-44 Allen
County Athletic Conference
victory.

“First of  all, Gabi (Bilbrey)
was out tonight,” JCHS coach
Kirk Comer told WPGW follow-
ing the game, referencing his
senior forward who was out
with an illness. “Everybody
had to play a different role for
the most part. I was proud of
the girls, they got the job done.

“It wasn’t pretty, but we got
the job done.”

It marks the eighth straight

victory for the Class 3A No. 5
Patriots, who move to 9-1 (2-0
ACAC) and have won 18
straight regular season confer-
ence games.

Jay County led Adams Cen-
tral (2-8, 0-2 ACAC) by a 16-0
margin after the first quarter
thanks to 13 Jet turnovers, and
despite the high number of
offensive chances the Patriots
had a difficult time putting the
ball through the hoop.

The Patriots missed all five
of  their 3-point attempts and
finished the period 8-of-22 from
the field. A trio of  juniors —

Molly Muhlenkamp, Breanna
Dirksen and Sophie Saxman —
carried the offense with four
points each. The Jets, mean-
while, managed just five shot
attempts in the first quarter
and were down 18-0 early in the
second.

“It was a slow start offensive-
ly,” Comer said. “Defensively
we were OK, obviously, but
offensively it was a little slow.

“When Renna (Schwieter-
man) is not scoring and you
have 18 points, that’s still pretty
good.”

See Enough page 9

Just enough

Despite 16-point first quarter and holding Adams Central
scoreless, Patriots shake off shooting woes and Jets for ACAC win

Jay County High
School’s Breanna
Dirksen looks for
room to pass around
a Fort Recovery
defender during their
game Dec. 3 at Fort
Site Fieldhouse.
Dirksen scored six
points in helping the
Patriots knock off
Allen County Athletic
Conference rival
Adams Central 62-
44 on Friday at
home.

Fort boys 
bounce back

with win over
Panthers

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney



Continued from page 8
Adams Central, which

has lost six of  its last seven
games, finally got its offen-
sive going by outscoring
Jay County 16-5 over the
next six minutes. Ava
Stafford came off  the bench
to make a pair of  threes,
while Grace Fisher con-
tributed six points as well.

The Jets held an 18-16
margin in the second quar-
ter, eventually pulling with-
in nine points, but went
into intermission down 32-
18.

Schwieterman, who led
all players with 25 points,
scored 11 and had nine
points in the period for Jay
County. The Purdue-Fort
Wayne signee was 11-of-25
from the field, including a
2-for-11 clip from the 3-point
line.

In all, Jay County was 2-
for-15 from beyond the arc,
with Schwieterman
accounting for  both makes.

Schwieterman now sits
29 points away from break-
ing 1986 graduate Shannon
Freeman’s career-scoring
record of  1,458. (In a cere-
mony prior to the game,
Freeman, who now lives in
Utah with her husband and
two children, had her No. 34
jersey retired.)

“We were out of  sync a
little bit in threes,” Comer
said. “When you don’t have
Gabi you don’t have the
inside threat and it doesn’t
open the outside shots. We
just didn’t hit them
tonight.”

An old-fashioned three-

point play from Saxman
helped Jay County push its
lead to 38-21 in the third,
but Adams Central pulled
to within single digits fol-
lowing four consecutive
JCHS possessions that
came up empty.

Fisher put back an offen-
sive rebound for a bucket,
then Athena Schwartz con-
nected on back-to-back
ACHS trips down the court.
Hailey Heller added a
three-pointer for a 9-2 run
that trimmed the deficit to
39-30. A Saxman bucket two
possessions later gave Jay
County back its double-
digit lead it held the rest of
the way.

Saxman complemented
Schwieterman’s effort with

a career-high 15 points.
“She’s played really

well,” Comer said. Muh-
lenkamp was third for the
Patriots in scoring with 11
points.

Despite finishing 27-of-64
(42.2%) shooting for the
night, Jay County created
second and third chances
by controlling the
rebounds. The Patriots held
a 38-29 edge on the glass,
with 20 of  those boards
coming on the offensive
end.

Adams Central wasn’t
much better off, finishing
41.5% (17-of-41) with 22
turnovers. Jay County had
16 giveaways.

“We got through it,”
Comer said. “We finished

decent. I don’t want to say
strong, but we finished
decent.”

Junior varsity
Jay County came out of

intermission on a cold
stretch but its first-half
advantage was enough in a
35-18 victory against
Adams Central.

The Patriots, who remain
perfect at 7-0, were ahead 8-
2 at the end of  the first
quarter before exploding
for 19 points before half-
time. Thankfully, their 27-4
lead at the break was plenty
enough to make up for
being shut out in the third.
Adams Central trailed 27-14
heading into the fourth
quarter.

Natalie Carreno led Jay
County with 11 points,
while Meredith Dirksen
and Cassie Petro had seven
points each.
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Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Boys wrestling in Allen County
Athletic Conference Duals at Adams Central – 9
a.m.; Girls wrestling at Lebanon Invitational – 9
a.m.; Boys swimming at Norwell Invitational – 9
a.m.; Boys basketball vs. New Castle – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys basketball at Brad-
ford – 6 p.m.; Middle school girls basketball at
Mississinawa Valley – 10 a.m.

Monday
Jay County — Swimming at South Adams –

5:30 p.m.; Junior high boys basketball at Black-
ford – 5 p.m.; Junior high girls basketball vs.
Muncie Northside – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Freshman boys basketball
vs. Coldwater – 6 p.m.; Middle school boys bas-
ketball vs. St. Marys – 5 p.m.; Middle school
girls basketball at St. Marys – 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Jay County — Swimming vs. Delta – 6 p.m.;

Boys wrestling vs. Norwell – 6 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Girls basketball at St.

Marys – 6 p.m.; Middle school girls basketball
at Versailles – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

10 a.m. — Soccer: World Cup quarterfinal
(FOX)

Noon — College football: Holy Cross at
South Dakota State (ESPN)

Noon — College basketball: Drexel at La
Salle (USA)

1 p.m. — College basketball: Georgetown at
Syracuse (ABC); Oklahoma at Arkansas (ESPN2)

2 p.m. — Soccer: World Cup – France vs.
England (FOX)

2:30 p.m. — Golf: PGA Tour – QBE Shark
Shootout (NBC)

3 p.m. — College football: Navy at Army
(CBS)

7 p.m. — NBA basketball: Brooklyn Nets at
Indiana Pacers (Bally Indiana)

8:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Boston Celtics
at Golden State Warriors (ABC)

10 p.m. — Mixed martial arts – UFC 282
(ESPN2)

Sunday
1 p.m. — NFL football: Minnesota Vikings at

Detroit Lions (FOX); Cleveland Browns at Cincin-
nati Bengals (CBS)

2 p.m. – Golf: PGA Tour – QBE Shark
Shootout (NBC)

3 p.m. — NHL hockey: Colorado Avalanche
at St. Louis Blues (ESPN)

4 p.m. — NFL football: Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers at San Francisco 49ers (FOX)

8 p.m. — NBA G League basketball: Stock-
ton Kings at G League Ignite (ESPN2)

8:15 p.m. — NFL football: Miami Dolphins
at Los Angeles Charges (NBC)

Monday
7 p.m. — NBA basketball: Miami Heat at

Indiana Pacers (Bally Indiana)
8:15 p.m. — NFL football: New England

Patriots at Arizona Cardinals (ESPN)

Tuesday
2 p.m. — Soccer: World Cup – Semifinal

(FOX)
7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Golden State

Warriors at Milwaukee Bucks (TNT)
9 p.m. — NHL hockey: Washington Capitals

at Chicago Blackhawks (ESPN)
10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Boston Celtics

at Los Angeles Lakers (TNT)

Sports on tap

Class 3A No. 5
Jay County Patriots vs.

Adams Central Flying Jets

Girls varsity summary

Adams Central 
(2-8, 0-2 ACAC)

FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS
Schwartz 5-16 2-6 12
Garwood 0-5 1-3 1
Fisher 4-8 0-3 9
Baker 2-4 1-3 5
Heller 1-3 1-2 6
Stafford 3-4 0-0 9
Eisberg 1-1 0-0 2
Totals 17-41 6-19 44

.415 .316

Jay County
(9-1, 2-0 ACAC)

FG-FGA FT-FTA PTS
Schwtrmn 11-25 1-6 25
BDirksen 3-5 0-1 6
McIntire 0-8 0-0 0
Saxman 7-12 1-2 15
Muhlnkmp 5-9 1-2 11
Denton 1-2 1-2 3
Petro 0-2 0-0 0
MDirksen 0-0 2-2 2
Carreno 0-0 0-0 0
May 1-0 0-0 0
Totals 27-64 6-14 62

.422 .429

Score by quarters:
Adams C. 0 18 13 13 — 44
Jay Co. 16 16 11 19 — 62

3-point shooting: Adams Cen-
tral 4-15 (Stafford 1-4, Heller 1-
1, Schwartz 0-6, Garwood 0-4).
Jay County 7-18 (Schwieterman
2-11, McIntire 0-6, May 0-1).

Rebounds: Adams Central 29.
Jay County 38 .

Turnovers: Adams Central 22,
Jay County 16.

Box score
Continued from page 8
Fort Recovery was able

to keep the Panthers at
bay by making six free
throws in the final peri-
od.

Fort Recovery scored as
many points in the first
quarter (16) as Parkway
did in the entire first half
(15). Cale Rammel had a
game-high 28 points,
including 15 in the first
half. Daniel Patch con-
tributed 10 points, while
Landon Post chipped in
seven points.

Junior varsity
Fort Recovery started

the dramatic theatrics by
holding off  a would-be
Parkway comeback in a
47-42 victory.

The Indians led by 12
and 13, respectively, after
each of  the first two quar-
ters. The Panthers, how-
ever, held a 12-7 margin in
the third to trail by just
eight before outscoring
the visitors 16-13 in the
final stanza. Fort Recov-
ery was 7-of-13 from the
free-throw line in the
final period to keep the
Panthers at bay.

Briggs Overman led the
Indians with 12 points,
and Caden Homan con-
tributed 11 points. Colsen
Post followed with eight
points and Eli Lennartz
finished with seven
points. 

Parkway’s Ethan Pond
led all players with 16
points.

Spoils ...

Jay County High School
junior Molly
Muhlenkamp sends a
pass toward Breanna
Dirksen (32) at the
baseline during the
second half against the
Fort Recovery Indians on
Dec. 3 at Fort Site
Fieldhouse.
Muhlenkamp was one of
three Patriots to score in
double figures in the
Patriots’ 62-44 win over
Adams Central on Friday
at home.

Enough ...
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