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Betty Muhlenkamp, 67,
Bryant

Mellissa Hall, 55, Portland
Melina Matsuda, 39, St.

Anthony
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  52 degrees Tues-
day. The low was 42.

Tonight’s low is expected to
drop into the mid 30s. Expect a
high of  45 Thursday with a
30% chance of  rain in the
afternoon.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Jay County Civic Theatre’s
doubleheader Christmas pro-
duction of  “Frosty the Snow
Man” and “The Best Christ-
mas Pageant Ever: The Musi-
cal” continues with shows at 7
p.m. Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday at Arts Place in Port-
land. Tickets are available at
myartsplace.org, at Arts Place
or by calling (260) 726-4809.

Thursday — Jay County
FFA has built a tradition in
soil judging.

Friday — Results from
Thursday’s JCHS swim meet
against Norwell.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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By MARIO PARKER
and CHRISTIAN HALL
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Democratic Senator
Raphael Warnock’s narrow
reelection win in Georgia’s
runoff  puts a historically
Republican state up for
grabs in 2024, giving Presi-
dent Joe Biden an early
opening in his bid for a sec-
ond term.

Warnock defeated GOP
challenger and former foot-
ball star Herschel Walker
late Tuesday, giving
Democrats a crucial 51-49
majority and a cushion on
close votes where senators
like Joe Manchin of  West
Virginia might break party
ranks.

Yet the win will have a
far more lasting and signif-
icant effect on future elec-
tions, starting with the
presidential race of  2024. It
means Republicans will be
forced to spend millions in
a former bastion turned
battleground. Moreover, it
offers Democrats a blue-
print for other states, like

North Carolina, where
President Donald Trump
edged Biden by 1.4 percent-
age points in 2020.

“It’s a state that’s proven
to be anti-Trump,” said
Celinda Lake, a Democrat-
ic strategist.

Trump took the brunt of
the blame for Republicans’
underwhelming midterm
performance in an other-
wise favorable environ-
ment. Well before ballots
were cast on Nov. 8, GOP
strategists pointed to Walk-
er’s scandal-ridden candi-
dacy as a prime example of
the former president’s ele-
vation of  flawed candidates
who would struggle to woo
independent voters.

Democrats began their
push in Georgia in 2018
with voting rights
activist Stacey Abrams’
narrow loss to Republi-
can Brian Kemp in the
gubernatorial race. In
2020, Biden defeated
Trump in the November
presidential election and
Warnock and Jon Ossoff
prevailed in January 2021
runoffs over Republican
incumbents.

Biden was the first
Democratic president to
carry Georgia since Bill
Clinton in 1992 and it had
been decades since both
the state’s senators were
Democrats.

See Warnock page 5
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’Twas the night
Redkey Elementary School students, including third grader Rachel Ray, perform

Tuesday afternoon during their production of “’Twas the Night Before Christmas.” The
Christmas program featured songs including “Christmas is Coming,” “Reindeer on the Roof”
and “Happy Christmas to All.”

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

After a year off, city offi-
cials are trying to get a
jump on the 2023 water
park season.

Portland Park Board on
Tuesday discussed several
issues related to Portland
Water Park, including its
schedule, reimbursement
for training and pay for
lifeguards and the pool
manager.

Park board president
Brian Ison reported that
after talking with street
and parks department
superintendent Tom Leon-
hard he recommends
opening the water park on
Memorial Day weekend
and having its final day on
Aug. 13. (Jay School Corpo-
ration returns to classes
Aug. 10.) That would

account for a 79-day season
for the facility. He said he’d
like to see the park open
from noon to 8 p.m. daily
with possibly extended
hours on some Friday or
Saturday evenings.

The water park has not
been open for a full sum-
mer since 2019. It opened
July 4, 2020, after coron-
avirus restrictions were
lifted, had limited hours in
2021 because of  a lifeguard
shortage and was closed
this year for tile repairs.

“I would hope as we get
into a normal routine with
this park that we can open
at the beginning of  Memo-
rial Day weekend and then
try to stay open for 79
days,” said Ison.

Board members Shauna
Runkle, John McFarland,
Michael Brewster and
Ison unanimously
approved the planned 2023
schedule.

Part of  the equation for
being able to have the facil-
ity open for a full season is
having enough lifeguards.
(Eight lifeguards are
required at all times. Ison
estimated the need for at
least 15 lifeguards to cover
the water park’s regular
hours. He noted that at
least 20 were on staff  in
2021.)

See Water Park page 5

Board looks
at details for
water park

Warnock wins seat

Plans call
for facility
to open on

holiday
weekend

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

A soon-to-be-released
statewide dashboard will
make a vast array of  data
on Indiana schools and edu-
cation statistics available to

all Hoosiers in one compre-
hensive website.

Once complete, the new
dashboard is expected to
be used by lawmakers and
education officials to
change the state’s
approach to K-12 curricu-
lum and school accounta-
bility evaluations.

The highly-anticipat-
ed Indiana Graduates Pre-
pared to Succeed (GPS)
dashboard is expected to
go live to the public this
month, although an exact
launch date still has not
been determined. 

See Dashboard page 5

Details released
about dashboard

New resource
will provide
education
statistics

Tribune News Service/AFP via Getty Images/Yuriy Dyachyshyn

Army Day
An elderly woman grieves next to the grave of a Ukrainian

soldier during Ukraine's Army Day at Lychakiv Cemetery in the western
Ukrainian city of Lviv on Tuesday amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

Victory in Georgia
gives Democrats

51 seats in Senate



Child solicitation
A Portland man was sen-

tenced to prison for child
solicitation.

Wayne Lanning, 45, 835
E. Main St., pleaded guilty
in Jay Circuit Court to the
Level 4 felony crime. He
was sentenced to 10 years
in Indiana Department of
Correction and given cred-
it for time served since
April 8.

Lanning was assessed
$185 in court costs and a
$500 sexual assault victims
assistance fee.

Drug possession
Several people were sen-

tenced to serve time for
drug possession.

Craig Worley, 44, 110 N.
11th St., Richmond, plead-
ed guilty in Jay Superior
Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a
Level 6 felony. He was sen-
tenced to one year in Jay
County Jail with all but 90
days of  his sentence sus-
pended and given 60 days
credit for time served.
Worley was fined $25,
assessed $185 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and cor-

rection fee. He was placed
on probation for 275 days
and ordered to submit to
an evaluation within 30
days of  his sentencing for
substance abuse. As part
of  his plea agreement, the
following charges were
dismissed: a Class A mis-
demeanor for possession
of  a controlled substance,
a Class B misdemeanor for
possession of  marijuana
and a Class C misde-
meanor for possession of
paraphernalia.

See page 5
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34th Annual
Jay County Farm Toy Show

Sun, Dec. 11, 2022 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

In the green 4-H bldg 
at the Jay Co. Fairgrds

Admission: $2/Adults, $1 Youth,
12 & Under Free with an adult.

70 plus tables of new and used farm toys, 
pedal tractors and scale implements, 

We urge our quests to use the COVID-19 
precautions that make you feel comforta-
ble. If you have any questions, please call 

one of the numbers below.
For more info call: 

260-726-6433 or 260-251-0463

The Skilled Trades Maintenance Worker at Swiss Village
will be responsible for installation, operation, and upkeep
of equipment and systems throughout the Swiss Village
community. This position will be 40 hours/week, Monday –
Friday, 8:00am-4:30pm with rotating on-call requirements.
Qualified candidates must have electrical, plumbing,
carpentry, or remodeling experience. Seeking candidates
with good work habits, the ability to efficiently use
materials and equipment, and committed to following
policies and procedures. This position is eligible for
benefits including health, dental, vision, and life insurance,
Paid Time Off (PTO), and 403(b) retirement plan
participation.

Apply online at www.swissvillage.org or send
Resume to:

Taylor Lehman, VP of Human Resources
Swiss Village

1350 W. Main St.
Berne, IN 46711

Or email: careers@swissvillage.org

NOW SEEKING: 
SKILLED TRADES MAINTENANCE

WORKER

Wednesday
Deaton, Lois: 2 p.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Friday
Laux, Francis: 10:30 a.m.,

7321Indiana 67, Bryant.
Matsuda, Melinda: 4 p.m.,

Fort Recovery Church of the
Nazarene, 401 E. Boundary St.,
Fort Recovery. 

Saturday
Johnson, Phyllis: 10 a.m., MJS

Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian St.,
Redkey.

Muhlenkamp, Betty: 10
a.m., Church of the Most Holy
Trinity, 7321 Indiana 67, Bryant.

Rouch, Carol: 2 p.m.,
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

Monday
Hall, Mellissa: 11 a.m., Baird-

Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Betty Muhlenkamp
Oct. 16, 1955-Dec. 6, 2022

Betty Kay (Krieg) Muhlenkamp,
67, of  Bryant, Indiana, passed
away on Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022, in
Adams County, Indiana.

She was born on Oct. 16, 1955, to
Roselma “Rosie” (Knoth) Krieg of
Fort Recovery and the late Virgil J.
Krieg.

In addition to her mother, Betty
is survived by her husband,
Charles Muhlenkamp, whom she
married on Aug. 28,
1976; her children,
Stacie Muhlenkamp
of  Celina, Ohio, Kent
Muhlenkamp of
Bryant, Joanie
(Willis) Shirk of
Celina, Jay (Jessica)
Muhlenkamp of
Bryant and Leo
(Katie) Muhlenkamp
of  Monroe; her grandchildren,
Robert, Elijah, Isaac, Noah, Zach,
Alex, Elena and Beauden, with one
on the way; her siblings, Roger
Krieg of  St. Henry, Ohio, Sharon
(Joe) Metzger of  Fort Recovery,
Nancy (Randy) Wuebker of  Fort
Recovery, Jerry (Lisa) Krieg of
Lima, Ohio, Judy (Kenny) Thien of
Fort Recovery, Janet (Mark)
Jacobs of  St. Henry and Margie
(Jerry) Jacobs of  St. Henry; her in-
laws, Richard (Bonnie) Muh-
lenkamp of  Bryant, Harold
(Nancy) Muhlenkamp of  Geneva,
Joseph (Connie) Muhlenkamp of
Bryant, Roger Muhlenkamp of
Bryant, Phyllis Muhlenkamp of
Portland, Jeff  (Janice) Muh-
lenkamp of  Geneva, Pat (Jim)
Guggenbiller of  Fort Recovery,
Kevin (Linda) Muhlenkamp of
Bryant, Pam (Matt) Tebbe of  Cold-
water, Ohio, and Rodney (Holly)
Muhlenkamp of  Bryant.

In addition to her father, Betty
was preceded in death by her
infant siblings, John, Ruth and
Ron; her father-in-law and mother-
in-law, Marvin and Delores Muh-
lenkamp; and her in-law, John
Muhlenkamp.

Betty was a 1973 graduate of
Fort Recovery High School. Before
becoming a mother, Betty worked
for Fort Recovery Lumber. While

raising her own family, she also
babysat for many children. Aside
from working for Jay Schools for
24 years as a teacher’s aide, Betty
was also a devout mother and farm
wife. In fact, her faith and family
were the most important thing to
her. She loved supporting her chil-
dren in all they did, helping
Charles with bookkeeping for the
farm and, in recent years, watch-
ing her grandchildren participate
in their extracurricular activities.
Betty’s competitive side came out
when she played card games and
board games with her family.
Betty’s heart was a giving heart. If
someone called and needed some-
thing, Betty was there to lend a
hand.

She was a member of  the
Church of  the Most Holy Trinity
in Bryant, where she was a part of
the Ladies Sodality and the funer-
al luncheon committee. Betty was
also a member of  the Fort Recov-
ery American Legion Auxiliary. In
her free time, Betty took pride in
her flower and vegetable gardens,
often canning much of  her pro-
duce and sharing it with her fami-
ly. If  she wasn’t canning, she could
be found baking something sweet
for them.

A Mass of  Christian Burial will
be held at 10 a.m. on Saturday, Dec.
10, 2022, at the Church of  the Most
Holy Trinity, Bryant, Indiana,
with Father Peter Logsdon cele-
brating. Burial will follow in the
church cemetery.

Guests may visit with Betty’s
family on Friday, Dec. 9, 2022, from
2 to 8 p.m. and again on Saturday
from 8 to 9 a.m. at Brockman
Boeckman Funeral Home, Fort
Recovery.

Memorial contributions may be
given to the Church of  the Most
Holy Trinity, 506 E. Walnut St.
Portland, IN 47371.

Condolences may be shared with
the family by visiting brockman-
boeckmanfh.com.

Mellissa Hall
Jan. 28, 1967-Dec. 5, 2022

Mellissa M. Hall, age 55, of  Port-
land passed away Monday, Dec. 5,

2022, in IU Health Ball
Memorial Hospital.

She was born in
Portland on Jan. 28,
1967, the daughter of
Gordon and Harriett
(Peer) Hutson. She
was married on Nov.
21, 1998, to Jeff  Hall
who survives.

Mellissa was office manager for
May Financial Group of  Portland.
She was a 1985 Jay County High
School graduate, member of
Asbury United Methodist Church
and Job’s Daughters, and enjoyed
going to Jay County sports activi-
ties.

Surviving are her husband Jeff;
two sons Joseph “Joey” Hall and
Matthew Hall ,both of  Portland;
two brothers, Patrick Hutson
(wife: Tina) of  Knoxville, Ten-
nessee, and Thomas Hutson (wife:
Pamela) of  Hannibal, Missouri;
nephew Joshua Hutson (wife: Flo-
rence; niece Jamie Navas (hus-
band: Carlos); and several other
nieces and nephews.

Funeral services will be Monday,
Dec. 12, 2022, at 11 a.m. in the
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home
with Pastor Joe Boggs presiding.
Burial will follow in the Green
Park Cemetery. Visitation will be
Sunday from noon to 6 p.m. and
Monday from 10 to 11 a.m. 

Memorials can be made to the
Portland Foundation for the Mel-
lissa Hall Scholarship Fund for
Nursing, Jay County Humane
Society and Jay County Fair.

Condolences may be expressed
at bairdfreeman.com.

Melinda Sue Matsuda, St. Anthony,
Ohio, died Nov. 30. A celebration of
Melinda’s life will be held at 4 p.m. Fri-
day at the Fort Recovery Church of the
Nazarene.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publish-

es death notices for those with a
connection to our coverage area free
of  charge. They include the name,
city of  residence, birth/death date
and time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funer-
al homes or mortuary services.

Obituaries

Muhlenkamp

Hall

Felony courts

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................6.68
Jan. corn ..................6.63
Wheat ......................6.70

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................6.63
Jan. corn ..................6.52
Feb. corn ..................6.54

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................6.46
Jan. corn ..................6.46
Beans ......................14.59
Jan. beans ..............14.64

Wheat ...................... 6.95
Jan. wheat................7.44 

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................6.39
Jan. corn ..................6.41
Beans ......................14.56
Jan. beans ..............14.56
Wheat ......................7.44

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.15
Dec. corn ..................6.17
Beans ......................14.44
Jan. beans ..............14.49
Wheat ......................7.04

Lotteries

In 1787, Delaware
became the first state to
ratify the Constitution.
The vote among 30 dele-
gates in to a state con-
vention at Battell’s Tav-
ern was unanimous.
The event is now cele-
brated as Delaware Day.

In 1917, the United
States declared war on
the Austro-Hungarian
Empire during World
War I.

In 1928, Noam Chom-
sky was born in
Philadelphia. Some-
times referred to as “the
father of  modern lin-
guistics,” he is a defend-
er of  unconditional
freedom of  speech.

In 1941, the United
States was attacked by
the Japanese at its naval
base at Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii Territory. More
than 2,300 Americans
were killed, the U.S.S.
Arizona was destroyed
and the U.S.S. Oklaho-
ma capsized.

In 1956, Larry Bird
was born in West
Baden, Indiana. Bird led
Indiana State Universi-
ty to the 1979 national
championship game,
won three champi-
onships with the Boston
Celtics and coached the
Indiana Pacers.

In 1972, the last
crewed flight to the
moon occurred under
the command of  Eugene
Andrew Cernan. It

effectively brought an
end to NASA’s Apollo
program.

In 1979, the first
“Star Trek: The Motion
Picture” premiered,
starring William Shat-
ner as Captain James
Kirk and Leonard
Nimoy as Spock.

In 1995, The Grateful
Dead broke up following
the death of  lead gui-
tarist and vocalist Jerry
Garcia. The band,
whose top hits include
“Casey Jones” and
“Touch of  Grey”
received a Grammy for
lifetime achievement in
2007.

In 2004, John Jay
Center for Learning
asked for public support
for its application for a
$500,000 grant from
Indiana Department of
Commerce to take steps
to make the Weiler
Building, which would
become the organiza-
tion’s home, weather-
tight.

In 2021, Portland
Park Board approved its
five-year park plan to be
sent to Indiana Depart-
ment of  Natural
Resources for its
approval. Priorities
included improving
Portland Memorial
Park’s baseball/softball
fields and utilizing the
green space at Hudson
Family Park.

—The CR

CR almanac

45/37 46/34 44/35 45/33 48/37
There’s a

30% chance of
rain during the
day with a high-
er chance at
night. Lows will
be in the upper
30s.

Another
mostly cloudy
day. There’s a
40% chance
of rain late
when temper-
atures will be
in the 30s.

Mostly
cloudy skies
are on the
horizon for
Sunday. The
low will be
around 33.

Rain is likely
Friday with a
70% chance of
showers
throughout the
day. The low
may hit 34
degrees.

Saturday’s
forecast
shows mostly
cloudy skies,
with highs in
the low to mid
40s.

Thursday
12/8

Friday
12/9

Saturday
12/10

Sunday
12/11

Monday
12/12

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$100 million

Mega Millions
15-16-19-28-47
Mega Ball: 13
Megaplier: 3
Estimated jackpot:

$379 million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 7-6-5
Daily Four: 7-9-5-7
Quick Draw: 2-9-13-14-

23-26-31-33-36-38-50-52-60-
61-62-73-74-75-77-78

Evening
Daily Three: 6-0-7
Daily Four: 8-1-1-9

Quick Draw: 3-14-15-
25-26-27-30-35-42-48-49-53-
58-59-60-61-63-66-70-78

Cash 5: 7-11-29-39-42
Estimated jackpot:

$505,500

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 1-6-8
Pick 4: 6-7-9-6
Pick 5: 8-3-1-8-6
Evening
Pick 3: 0-7-5
Pick 4: 6-5-3-3
Pick 5: 3-4-9-9-8
Rolling Cash: 15-20-21-

26-38
Estimated jackpot:

$120,000

Today
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works special
meeting, mayor’s office,
city hall, 321 N. Meridian
St.

Monday
8:30 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners execu-
tive session, commission-
ers’ room, courthouse,
120 N. Court St., Port-
land.

9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, commis-
sioners’ room, court-
house, 120 N. Court St.,
Portland.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Regional Sewer District,
commissioners’ room,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of  Works, city
building, 131 S. Main St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
PING PONG — Will be

played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community
Center.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday at
Harmony Cafe, 121 N.
Meridian St. 

SINGLES AND SEPA-
RATES SUPPORT
GROUP — For anyone
who’s lost a loved one or
has a spouse living in
long-term care or suffer-
ing from an illness, the
group will meet at 2 p.m.
the first Wednesday of
each month in the Arthur
& Gloria Muselman Well-
ness Pavilion in Berne.
For more information,
call Sarah Conrad at (260)
589-4496.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-

nings, a support group
for friends and families
of  alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal.
For more information,
call Pastor Randy Davis
at (765) 369-2085.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. For
more information, call
Brenda Eads at (260) 726-
9625 or Dave Keen at (260)
251-8792. 

PIKE FRIENDS AND
NEIGHBORS — Will
meet at 5 p.m. Dec. 8 at
Tammy Shawver’s house.
For more information,
call Tammy or Sandy.

INDIANA UNIVERSI-
TY HEALTH JAY HOSPI-
TAL OSTOMY SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month in Indiana
University Health Jay
Hospital Conference
Room B. The group is for
ostomy and intestinal
diversion patients and
their friends and family
to offer mutual support
and learn about the latest
products and informa-
tion. 

JAY COUNTY TRAILS
CLUB — Will meet at 7
p.m. the second Thursday

of  each month at Jay
Community Center.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
For more information,
call (260) 766-2006.

Community Calendar
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

DEAR ABBY: I have been married
to my wife for a little over a year. I
love her. However, right before our
wedding, I met a co-worker I’ll call
“Alexis.” We hit it off, and I consider
her a close friend. 

Alexis and I hooked up a few times
before and after my wedding. We
never discuss the encounters after
they happen. After we’ve had a few
drinks, we both say things about
being together, but usually, we’re just
best friends. While my friends
believe this is odd, it’s almost a bless-
ing that the awkward conversation
doesn’t happen after a night of  some-
thing happening. 

There have been instances when I
have ditched my wife to hang out
with Alexis — not to do anything, but
just to hang out with her and her
mother. My wife says I spend too
much time with Alexis between work
and after work, but she’s fun to be
with. My wife is kind of  a homebody.
She doesn’t like to go out and have a
good time. 

My wife doesn’t trust Alexis, and
while I can’t blame her, I’m conflicted
about what my next step should be. I
love my wife, but I also love Alexis as
more than a friend, and I know she
feels the same. What should I do
next? — LOVES THEM BOTH

DEAR LOVES: You may love

both of  these women, but you are
being fair to neither one. Your
wife doesn’t trust Alexis because
she senses something is wrong —
and she’s right. You and Alexis
aren’t buddies; you are lovers.
That you have confided it to
friends “who think this is odd” (in
your words) means it is just a mat-
ter of  time until your wife is in on
the secret. Your first loyalty
should be to your wife. At the
very least, you owe it to her to
have an honest discussion with
her and figure out WITH HER
what the next steps should be. 

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My husband and I

have been going to the same dentist
for 20 years. We have always had the
same dental hygienist. There’s a com-
puter in the room where she works,
and she always schedules our next
six-month cleaning with her before
we leave. Over the years, we have

noticed that she’s not very clean. She
is sometimes very unkempt — with
greasy hair and body odor. Her treat-
ment room is also very messy. The
last time I was there, she opened her
cupboard, and I was appalled at the
junk crammed in there. We are con-
cerned that this is unsanitary and we
no longer want to see her. 

We love our dentist and the office
staff. They are the nicest, most con-
siderate and professional people. I
would like to call and ask the front
desk to reschedule our appoint-
ments with the other hygienist and
include in our files that we only
want to see that one. My husband
thinks we should switch dentists.
To be honest, I’m shocked the den-
tist would tolerate this, but he is a
kind individual, and maybe that’s
the problem. Any advice would be
appreciated. — DENTAL DRAMA
IN THE EAST

DEAR DRAMA: You should
have discussed this with your den-
tist years ago. Your concerns are
valid. It is your right to be treated
by another hygienist for the rea-
sons you have stated. However, for
your dentist’s sake, as well as
your own, tell him exactly why
you felt it was necessary to make
the change. It will be doing the
practice a favor.

By KWAME DAWES
Allison C. Rollins man-

ages, in this striking poem,
to contain the anxiety of
those facing sightlessness,
and the urgency they feel to
try to preserve in memory,
that which is fleeting. For
her, the poem is a solace, for
when spoken, it prolongs
sight even for blind poets
like Jorge Luis Borges. 

If  we think of  sight as
more than just physical, we

may get a glimpse of  what
Rollins may be saying in
“The Library of  Babel,”
about one of  the peculiar
purposes of  art.

Poetry preserves
fleeting memory

Dear
Abby

Photo provided

Grant for shelter
The Portland Foundation recently awarded a $100,000 grant in support of the Jay

County Humane Society’s new animal shelter campaign.  Funds will be used to retro-fit the former
Fastenal building, located on West Votaw Street in Portland. Pictured, left to right, are The
Portland Foundation program officer Jessica Cook, Jay County Animal Control Task Force chair
Julie Forcum, Jay County Humane Society treasurer Mindy Weaver and The Portland Foundation
executive director Doug Inman. The humane society will be hosting a radio-thon, sponsored by
WPGW, on Thursday. A local business is providing a $10,000 match for the event.

Newlywed can’t commit

The Library of Babel
for Jorge Luis Borges

While there is still some light 

on the page, I am writing now 

a history of  snow, of  everything 

that has been and will be thought. 

When a blind poet says I need you

to be my eyes, they are asking to see 

through your mouth.

American Life in Poetry
is made possible by The
Poetry Foundation
(www.poetryfoundation.or
g), publisher of  Poetry
magazine. It is also sup-
ported by the Department
of  English at the Universi-
ty of  Nebraska-Lincoln.
Poem copyright ©2019 by
Alison C. Rollins, “The
Library of  Babel” from
Library of  Small Catastro-

phes (Copper Canyon
Press, 2019.) Poem reprint-
ed by permission of  the
author and the publisher.
Introduction copyright
©2022 by The Poetry Foun-
dation. The introduction’s
author, Kwame Dawes, is
George W. Holmes Profes-
sor of  English and Glenna
Luschei Editor of  Prairie
Schooner at the University
of  Nebraska.

American
Life in Poetry
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(Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from Dec. 8, 2004.
It is a good reminder that it’s not
the gift itself  that matters, but
rather the sentiment behind it
that really counts.)
By JACK RONALD
The News and Sun

Childhood Christmas presents
date you.

Tell someone that you
received the first Hot Wheels
when you were a kid, and you’ve
pretty much defined yourself  as
a forty-something.

Say that your first train was a
Lionel O-gauge with the triple
track, and you’ve given yourself
away as over 60.

First generation Barbie doll
with the black and white swim-
suit, girls? I’m afraid that guar-
antees you’re in your 50s.

This not particularly profound
insight came to me the other day
when I was shining my shoes in

preparation for a string of  holi-
day-related parties.

When I smelled the polish and
reached for the brush, I remem-
bered my own particular Christ-
mas present milestone, the one
that proves without contest that I
was born in the first half  of  the
20th century.

Who, today, would think of  giv-
ing a kid a shoeshine box for
Christmas?

Yet, there it was, undeniably
those many years ago, not just
for me but for thousands of  other
young American boys whose par-

ents somehow felt that footwear
cleanliness and maintenance
were high priorities for us.

Looking back on it, I wonder
what message that present was
supposed to deliver.

I was an unreformed scuffer of
my shoes, with a lazy tendency to
drag my toes in the dirt. “Pick up
your feet” would have been a
decent motto for my childhood
coat of  arms.

Was that what they were try-
ing to tell me? Was this a Christ-
mas present that said, “New
shoes are expensive. Take better
care of  them, you laggard.”

At the same time, the implied
message of  the shoeshine box —
mine was a wooden thing that
must have weighed several
pounds — was that the time had
come to put childish things aside
and get to work.

In those days, the comics
and the Sunday funnies were

full of  gags that involved
shoeshine boys working
on the corner.

“Henry” — that long forgot-
ten, mute, bald-headed kid
whose comic ran for decades
in the Fort Wayne Journal-
Gazette without so much as a
single laugh — had a shoeshine
kit. (I’d say his parents proba-
bly gave it to him for Christ-
mas, but my recollection is that
he was an orphan in the great
tradition of  Little Orphan
Annie.)

So, what was I to think, lo’
those many years ago, when I
opened the present that turned
out to be a shoeshine kit?

In addition to the implied
message that I looked a little
scruffy, was I also to infer that
my parents expected me to
haul the thing up to Main and
Meridian in hopes that some
character out of  the Sunday

comics would stroll by and need
a shine?

Maybe.
But it wouldn’t have happened,

because just like the shoeshine
box “Henry” used to lug around
in the comics, mine was a relic of
an earlier era.

By buying it for me, my parents
were reaching back to their own
childhoods, I think, back to an era
when a kid’s first job was often
shining someone else’s shoes.

It was a good era. And shining
shoes wasn’t a bad way to launch
a life of  work.

By giving it to me, they were
also sharing something
from their own childhood in a
simpler, less manic time.

A disappointing present?
I don’t think so.
In fact, I think I’m just now

beginning to appreciate how good
it was.

Shine, mister?

Present shined despite being dated

Herald Bulletin (Anderson) 
The ideological battle for

young minds has once
again spilled into the class-
room and, once again,
books are the target.

As social anxieties
increase over the push for
LGBTQ+ inclusion and the
proliferation of  misinfor-
mation about critical race
theory, public schools’
board meetings have fre-
quently been the site of
passionate arguments to
remove “objectionable”
content from school
libraries.

Moms for Liberty, a con-
servative nonprofit that
has been at the vanguard
of  book banning efforts,
argues that it doesn’t sup-
port “banning” books but
simply wants the books to
be age-appropriate.

The phrase “banned
book” has a long history of
referring to books that
have been removed from
public school libraries and
reading lists, so let’s not get
caught up in word games.

As for age-appropriate-
ness, parents may disagree
on what is appropriate for
what age. The kinds of
books that have been chal-
lenged suggest an ulterior
motive.

According to the Ameri-
can Library Association,
of  the top 10 books chal-
lenged in 2021, five were
challenged for LGBTQ+
content.

From 2018 through 2020,
the No. 1 challenged book
was “George” by Alex
Gino. Some reasons cited
were, “LGBTQ+ content,
portraying a transgender
character, conflicting with
a religious viewpoint and
not reflecting values of  the
community and tradition-
al family structure.”

Imagine being a child of
same-sex parents and hear-
ing the message that your
family is somehow in con-
flict with community val-
ues and deserves no repre-
sentation or discussion in
school. Imagine being a
high school student who is
LGBTQ+ and being told
that your very existence is
“not age-appropriate.”

LGBTQ+ content isn’t
the only reason for chal-
lenging books. Other rea-
sons include discussions
of  racial injustice and
police brutality, which are
stated to be “politically
charged and sensitive top-
ics.”

What exactly is educa-
tion for if  not to address
relevant issues in the com-
munity and the world at
large?

In The Herald Bulletin’s
own reporting on the issue
of  book banning, some
sources comment that

pornography shouldn’t be
in school libraries.

Pornography is defined
by Mirriam-Webster as the
depiction of  erotic behav-
ior (as in pictures or writ-
ing) intended to cause sexu-
al excitement. Unless those
who are challenging books
have a very strange idea of
what is sexually exciting,
there is no pornography in
school libraries.

And, finally, some books
are challenged for promot-
ing witchcraft or dark
magic. The ever popular
Harry Potter fantasy series
has been frequently chal-
lenged due to references to
magic and witchcraft and
containing “actual spells
and curses.”

Certainly, children could
get injured if  they attempt-
ed to fly on broomsticks,
but it’s highly unlikely any
of  them will be manifesting
supernatural powers, no
matter how many times
they chant “Expecto
Patronum!”

In any well-stocked
school library, many differ-
ent political and social
viewpoints should be repre-
sented, as should the lived
experiences of  many
authors.

If  residents are con-
cerned about students
being swayed to a particu-
lar viewpoint, the reason-
able solution is not to
remove books but to add
more books.

There should be enough
room on the shelves for
books that present a more
conservative or traditional
worldview. Shielding young
minds from ideas that may
challenge their worldview
is the wrong answer and
antithetical to education.

Books should be
added, not removed

By HINA NAVEED
Progressive Perspectives
Tribune News Service

When I graduated from nursing
school five years ago, I worked for an
agency in New York City’s foster care
system. I believed I was helping fami-
lies. But what I saw there was not a
system working for children’s best
interests, but one that was quick to
separate children from their parents
because they were living in poverty.

I’ve since gone to law school and
now work as a human rights advo-
cate. For the past year, as a fellow with
Human Rights Watch and the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union, I have been
investigating the system I once
worked for — not just in New York,
but across the country.

We found that child welfare sys-
tems punish families experiencing
poverty by removing children and
charging parents with “neglect.” Our
analysis of  nationwide child welfare
data showed alarming racial and eth-
nic disparities. Black and Indigenous
families are more likely to be investi-
gated than white families. Single
mothers of  color are most frequently
held responsible for neglect. Parents
are often not told their rights or con-
nected with an attorney early enough
in the process.

Every year, more than 3 million
children are subjected to a child wel-
fare investigation. The process can be
highly stressful and traumatic for
families. Child welfare authorities
may search the family’s home, inter-
rogate neighbors, strip search and
question children — sometimes
based on anonymous or unfounded
accusations.

Most referrals to the system do not
involve abuse. The overwhelming
majority of  cases, nearly 75% in 2019,
include allegations of  state-defined
neglect, which is inextricably linked
to poverty. Parents struggling with
limited resources, unable to pay rent

or secure stable housing, or working
long hours to make ends meet, are
judged unfit and neglectful.

As a registered nurse in New York,
I was required to report any concerns
about child abuse or neglect to the
state child protective services hotline,
or risk losing my license and facing
harsh criminal penalties. Every state
has a similar requirement.

But broad and vague state defini-
tions of  abuse and neglect mean that
teachers, social workers, and health
care providers are required to report
families out of  an abundance of  cau-
tion, even if  our professional training
and clinical judgment dictate other-
wise.

Millions of  reports are made every
year, overwhelming an already bur-
dened child welfare system. Most do
not warrant an investigation.

We found a clear correlation
between child welfare investigations
and poverty, as counties with more
families living in poverty have higher
rates of  investigation. Black families,
however, experience a high rate of
maltreatment investigations even
when living in counties where the
poverty rate is low.

Black children make up just 14% of
the U.S. child population but 24% of
child abuse or neglect reports and
21% of  children entering the foster
system. Indigenous children are also
disproportionately affected. They
enter the foster system at nearly dou-
ble the nationwide rate.

I’ve talked to parents who only
learned about a child maltreatment

allegation against them when a case-
worker showed up on their doorstep.
Often, the caseworker assigned to
reunify a family is also responsible
for making the case to terminate
parental rights and place a child for
adoption. These roles are inherently
at odds. Caseworkers tasked with
documenting parents’ struggles and
shortcomings to build a case against
them are, at the same time, expected
to somehow support family reunifi-
cation.

Caseworkers have significant
influence in determining whether
maltreatment occurred. If  a case-
worker “substantiates” an allega-
tion, parents or caregivers are listed
on a state central maltreatment reg-
istry, where they often remain for
years, affecting job opportunities
and perpetuating the cycle of  pover-
ty.

Of  course, there are devastating
cases where children face serious
abuse and intervention is needed.
The problem, however, is that the
system we have now is not designed
to effectively keep children safe.
Instead, the system puts parents,
especially single mothers of  color, in
the impossible situation of  having to
overcome poverty in order to stop
being monitored and to reunite with
their children, without providing
them the resources necessary to do
so.

The entire system needs an over-
haul. Lawmakers should address the
extreme economic hardship and sys-
temic racism at the heart of  many
child welfare cases. Federal, state
and local governments should invest
in community resources and support
that addresses families’ needs
instead of  punishing and surveilling
them.

••••••••••
Naveed is the Aryeh Neier fellow at

Human Rights Watch and the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union.

Welfare system needs overhaul
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Continued from page 2
Heather L. Sawyer, 39, 752

E. 450 South, Portland,
pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a Level
6 felony. She was sentenced
to one year in Jay County
Jail with all but 60 days of
her sentence suspended
and given two days credit
for time served. Sawyer
was fined $25, assessed $185
in court costs and ordered
to pay a $200 drug abuse,
prosecution, interdiction
and correction fee. She was
also ordered to submit to an
evaluation within 30 days
of  her sentencing for sub-
stance abuse counseling.
Sawyer was placed on pro-
bation for 305 days. As part
of  her plea agreement, a
Level 6 felony for maintain-
ing a common nuisance
and a Class C misdemeanor
for possession of  parapher-
nalia were dismissed.

Parker M. Squier, 32, Pen-
nville, pleaded guilty in Jay
Circuit Court to possession
of  methamphetamine, a
Level 6 felony. He was sen-
tenced to four years in Indi-

ana Department of  Correc-
tion — two years were
added to his sentence for
being a habitual offender —
assessed $185 in court costs
and ordered to pay a $200
drug abuse, prosecution,
interdiction and correction
fee. He was recommended
for purposeful incarcera-
tion, meaning upon com-
pletion of  a substance
abuse treatment program,
the court will consider
modifying his sentence. As
part of  his plea agreement,
two Class A misdemeanors
for resisting law enforce-
ment and possession of
marijuana were dismissed.

Kiaya A. Crouch, 31, 19 N.
Oak St., Redkey, pleaded
guilty in Jay Superior
Court to possession of  a
narcotic drug, a Level 6
felony. She was sentenced
to one year in Jay County
Jail and given 70 days cred-
it for 35 days served. She
was assessed $185 in court
costs and ordered to pay a
$200 drug abuse, prosecu-
tion, interdiction and cor-
rection fee. As part of  her
plea agreement, a Level 6

felony for unlawful posses-
sion of  a syringe and Class
C misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  paraphernalia were
dismissed.

Deanna E. Brenner, 27,
439 W. Race St., Portland,
pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a Level
6 felony. She was sentenced
to 180 days in Jay County
Jail and given 144 days
credit for time served.
Brenner was fined $25,
assessed $185 in court costs
and ordered to pay a $200
drug abuse, prosecution,
interdiction and correction
fee. As part of  her plea
agreement, a Class B mis-
demeanor for possession of
marijuana was dismissed.

Robert E. Mann, 50, 305
Oberli St., Berne, pleaded
guilty in Jay Superior
Court to cemetery mis-
chief, a Level 6 felony. He
was sentenced to 545 days
in Jay County Jail with all
but 180 days suspended and
given eight days credit for
time served. Man was
assessed $185 in court costs
and placed on probation for

one year. He was ordered to
pay $4,700 restitution to the
benefit of  Jackson Town-
ship. As part of  his plea
agreement, a Class B mis-
demeanor for public intoxi-
cation was dismissed.

Heather L. Sawyer, 39, 752
E. 450 South, Portland,
pleaded guilty in Jay Supe-
rior Court to possession of
methamphetamine, a Level
6 felony. She was sentenced
to one year in Jay County
Jail with all but 60 days of
her sentence suspended
and given two days credit
for time served. Sawyer
was fined $25, assessed $185
in court costs and ordered
to pay a $200 drug abuse,
prosecution, interdiction
and correction fee. She was
ordered to submit to an
evaluation within 30 days
of  her sentencing for sub-
stance abuse counseling.
She was placed on proba-
tion for 305 days. As part of
her plea agreement, a Level
6 felony for maintaining a
common nuisance and a
Class C misdemeanor for
possession of  parapherna-
lia were both dismissed.

Continued from page 1
In an effort to attract life-

guards, the board also approved
reimbursing them up to $150 for
their lifeguard certification
training. They will be paid half
the amount up front with the
other half  to be reimbursed if  a
guard works for the city for at
least 10 weeks.

The board also discussed life-
guard pay, which by city ordi-
nance can be between $13 and $15
per hour. Board members

reviewed numbers for what the
budget would look like at $13 per
hour and $14 per hour. They also
discussed keeping in place the 25-
cent per hour increases for each
year of  experience.

They also voted to request that
Portland City Council set a
salary range for the water park
manager at $17 to $19 per hour.
(The previous rate was $16.89 per
hour.)

Applications for the position
are available at city hall. Ison

said the position will be adver-
tised next month.

“We need to get that position
hired first,” said Ison. “Once we
get that position hired, it’s going
to be a lot easier to get the
guards.”

Board members reviewed sea-
son pass and ticket prices as well.
Previously, daily admission was
$5 during the day and $3 after 5
p.m. Season ticket prices started
at $5 for an individual and $70 for
two in the same family with

increases to $180 for a family of
seven or more.

They plan to revisit lifeguard
pay, admission, season ticket and
rental prices at their next meet-
ing.

Also Tuesday, parks depart-
ment employee Matt Shauver
told the board he is seeking
quotes from K&L Tractor Sales
(Fort Recovery), Hull Brothers
(Fort Recovery), Outdoor Con-
cepts (Muncie) and Roy Padgett
Sales (Albany) for mowers. He

noted that supply chain prob-
lems may impact cost and avail-
ability.

He plans to have quotes for the
board to review at its next meet-
ing.

The board also accepted the
resignation of  Glen Bryant, who
is stepping away because of
health issues.

The board changed its January
meeting date to 5:30 p.m. Jan. 10
to avoid a conflict with city coun-
cil’s meeting the previous week.

Water park ...

Continued from page 1
State officials highlight-

ed the latest developments
to the dashboard during a
media briefing Tuesday.

Indiana Secretary of
Education Katie Jenner
said the new GPS dash-
board will make available
more in-depth data about
schools and student per-
formance — which will
ultimately improve Indi-
ana’s education system
and help ensure students
are prepared for life after
K-12.

The dashboard also
intends to help make “a lot
of  data points in the state”
— like student demograph-
ic information, enrollment
numbers, standardized
test performance and col-
lege preparedness metrics
— more easily accessible
for families and school
administrators.  

“In education, you use a
lot of  charts and graphs
and data, and sometimes
that is not easily accessi-
ble for the average person.
And so we really took that
to heart,” Jenner said.
“Right now, it’s pretty
cumbersome for an indi-
vidual person or educator
or a community leader to
have to go to each (state or
federal) agency to pull that
data. This is really putting
everything at one place for
a school in a transparent
way.”

The dashboard website
features a “scrollytelling”
landing page, which

“begins to tell the data
story” by outlining key
statewide education statis-
tics and explaining the his-
tory and purpose behind
the data project.

At any time, users can
click away from the land-
ing page to immediately
search for school-specific
data.

From there, the site will
feature visual representa-
tions of  various data per-
taining to individual
schools and school corpo-
rations, as well as meas-
urements for school per-
formance statewide.

For grades K-8, that
includes indicators like
third grade literacy rates,
eighth grade math profi-
ciency, student attendance,
21st Century Scholars
enrollment and percent-
ages of  students complet-
ing advanced coursework.
In high school, data is
expected to highlight stu-
dents’ on-track status for
graduation, attendance,
SAT performance, FAFSA
completion rate, college
and career coursework,
and diploma strengths.

Within each school and
school corporation’s own
data page, high-level demo-
graphic information will
be easily visible at the top. 

Representatives from
the Indiana Department of
Education said data on the
site can also be filtered by
factors such as students on
free or reduced-price meal
plans, race or ethnicity.

Dashboard ...

Felony court news

Continued from page 1
Republicans called it a fluke,

blaming it on voters’ weariness
of  Trump, who unsuccessfully
berated state officials there to
overturn his loss in the after-
math of  the presidential elec-
tion.

But Warnock proved them
wrong on Tuesday, indicating
that Republicans can no longer
take Georgia’s 16 electoral votes
for granted. That limits their
ability to expand their electoral
map and robs them of  resources
to dispatch in states such as
Pennsylvania, Michigan and
Arizona.

Of  course, Trump was still in
the background of  the race,
given that Walker was his hand-
picked candidate. Walker tried
to capitalize on his statewide
star power, but allegations of
domestic abuse, struggles with
mental illness, rhetorical gaffes
and accusations that the anti-
abortion candidate paid for sev-
eral abortions all made enough

Georgia Republicans forget
their party affiliations to give
Warnock the victory.

Even so, the results signal that
winning Georgia in 2024 won’t
be a slam dunk for Democrats.

Walker, a Heisman Trophy
winner, dragged Warnock into a
neck-and-neck runoff  and car-
ried nearly all of  the state’s
rural areas and performed well
in some suburban districts.

Warnock ...

Tribune News Service/Getty Images/Win McNamee

U.S. Sen. Raphael Warnock (D-Georgia) celebrates
during an election night watch party at the Marriott
Marquis on Tuesday in Atlanta.
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T

Government pro
recipients of se
grams incl. M
SNAP, Housin
tance, WIC, V
Pension, Surviv
fits, Lifeline, T
GB internet
Bonus offer:
tablet with one-
copay. Free sh
handling. Call
Teelecom today

   
    

   
   
   

      
 

 
   

   
  

     
    

   
  

  
  
  

  
   

   
  

  

 
  

    
    

   
  

 
  

    
  

 
  

  
  

 
  
  

   
   

 
 

 
   

     
  
   

    
   

  

  
   

    
   
    

   
   

 
  

    
   

  
  

    
  

  
   

 
   
   

   
   

 
   

    
  
   

   

  
   
  

  
    
   
  

   
   

   

  
  

  
  

   
  

  
   

   
    

  
   

  
  
  

  
   
  

  
    
   

  
  

 
   

   
 

  
  

    
 

 
   
  

   
   

  
 

   
  

   
   

 

     
 

 

 

   

 
 

 

  
 
 

  

     
 

    
     

    
 

 
    

     

  
 

   
       

      
      
     
       

     
 
 

                      
               

MP1MA01ht8rebotcOyadrutaS

.17374NI,dnaltroP–tSretaWE511
retneCytinummoCyaJ

snalPegatnavdA
ranimeSeracide

765-509-1956
Firewood available

.ndingirStump G
moval, Rerimming,ree TT

Tree Service
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8213-2670-26
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’saveD
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(260) 7
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4030-307-062redro
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srserweoloFls’ Fl we

TTeelecom today
981-3302
GUARANTEED
Insurance! (Age
80). No medica
Affordable p
never increase.
never decrease
will only be canc
non-payment.
1043

T
HIGH-SPEED
NET.. We instan
pare speed,
availability to
best service
needs. Start
$39.99/month!
compare offers
providers. Cal
961-0666

HE
SFIEDS

nd it
uy It
ell It!
726-8141
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(765) 546-8801
moc.oohay@ecneferg

“SINCE 1969”
YLVIN• RESIDENTIAL

LAIRTSUDNI•LAICREMMOC•MRFA
NCEEGABBARD F
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Visit Us A
thecr.com
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LIVE PAIN FREE with
CBD products from
AceWellness. We guar-
antee highest quality,
most competitive pricing
on CBD products. Soft-
gels, Oils, Skincare,
Vape & more. Coupon
Code: PRINT20 Call
Now 833-226-3105
LOOKING TO SELL your
Home? Save time &
money, connect with the
Top Agents in your area
to get more MONEY and
close FASTER! Call 317-
854-9781
NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
SMART HOME Installa-
tions? Geeks on Site will
install your WIFI, Door-
bells, Cameras, Home
Theater Systems &
Gaming Consoles. $20
OFF coupon 42537!
(Restrictions apply) 855-
668-0067
SWITCH AND save up to
$250/year on your talk,
text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text
with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service.
Limited time offer get $50
off on any new account.
Use code GIFT50. For
more information, call 1-
855-572-5165

USE HAPPY Jack® Seal
N’ Heal® on dogs & cats
to seal wounds with a bit-
ter taste and allow heal-
ing.   At Tractor Supply®
& better farm, feed, &
hardware stores.
(www.fleabeacon.com)
WESLEY FINANCIAL
Group, LLC - Timeshare
Cancellation Experts -
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational pack-
age and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207
WWW.AUCTIONZIP.CO
M, #48818 or
mymillerandmillerauc-
tions.com TRACTORS,
IH PAYLOADER, FARM
EQUIP, FURNITURE,
WALT DISNEY COL-
LECTION AUCTION:
Sat., Dec. 10th @ 10:00
AM LOCATION: 1227
East 700 South, Cutler
46920 Ed Wagoner
Estate, Seller MILLER &
MILLER AUCTIONEERS
(765) 438-7529. Tim
Miller,
Auction#AU10100015

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos

allowed on Classified
Page 

Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 

Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper

is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,

business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and

sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Roofing, Siding,
Pole Barns. Call for free
estimate. 260-273-9776 

GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

PUBLIC AUCTION
ABSOLUTE REAL
ESTATE ACTION

THURSDAY DECEM-
BER 15,2022 @ 5PM
Located at 7510 s us

highway 27 Berne, IN .
OPEN HOUSE

DECEMBER 4TH
FROM 1-3PM

Up for Absolute public
Action is a 3 bedroom, 2

Bath home, 
This home was built in

1965 and has 2 car
attached garage and

1304 Square feet of liv-
ing space with full par-

tially finished basement.
Sitting on 2 acres of

ground.
Many updates made

OWNER: KEITH
AFFOLDER

Statements day of auc-
tion take precedence

over any & all previous
statements.

GRUBE AUCTIONEER-
ING&lt;LLC

SHAWVER  AUCTION-
EERING

& REAL EASTATE
Adrian Grube
#AU1150034
419-305-9202
Pete Shawver
#AU19700040
260-726-5587 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Auction held at 8339 N

400 E (Bearcreek
Farms) Bryant, Indiana

Friday Evening
DECEMBER 16, 2022 

6:00 P.M.
REAL ESTATE:

Located on CR 250 W
just north of CR 850 N.

Approximately 8.17
acres total with approxi-
mately 6.5 acres tillable,
.70 acres wooded and

the balance in ditch and
roadway. This parcel is

fairly level.
10% nonrefundable

deposit day of sale with
balance due at closing.
Seller will provide Gen-
eral Warranty Deed and
Owners Title Insurance.

Seller will provide a
survey. Buyer to assume
taxes due and payable
in May 2023 and there-

after. 
FOR MORE INFORMA-
TION CONTACT LOY

AUCTION 260-726-2700
OR GARY LOY AUC-
TIONEER 260-726-

5160.
KARL KAISER
LOY AUCTION
AC#31600027

GARY LOY AUCTION-
EER

AU01031608

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located at 333 Blaine

Pike (former DAV Build-
ing), Portland, IN

Thursday Afternoon
DECEMBER 8, 2022 

5:00 P.M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS –

OLD ITEMS - TOOLS
Refrigerator; 4 pc. bed-
room suit; 2 pc. china

cabinet; 3 pc. bedroom
suit; Roseville covered

dish;
flatware; utensils; knives;

Pyrex 3 pc. bowl sets
(smoke and blue

colors); 3 Rivers Pottery
Basket; Newcor

Stoneware set of dishes;
lamps; rugs; throws; lug-
gage; Hoops basketball

game; stepstools;
fiberglass step ladder;

fishing poles; Craftsman
electric blower/vac;

Craftsman
sander/grinder; jumper

cables; weed eater; drills;
jig saw;

broadcaster; ells; Work-
mate bench; and other

items not listed.
SHIRLEY BLYTHE

Loy Auction
AC#31600027

Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608

Ben Lyons AU10700085
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

100 JOBS WANTED

AMISH CREW LOOK-
ING FOR any work. No
job is too big or small.
Pole barns, roofing,
remodeling. 260-849-
2489. 

110 HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED Cook &
Server position, No expe-
rience needed, Fair
wages, Nights & Week-
ends South side in Cold-
water Ohio 419-678-3715  

CDL OTR DRIVER
NEEDED

Flexible home times /
schedule, Home Weekly,
FRT Coronado 13 spd,

RGN, SD Trailer,
Vac/Holiday Pay, $91000

yearly/ $.70/Mile with
drop wages. Must have 3
years’ experience. 260-

273-9169 

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS

23”x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS
COLUMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing  
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

T   
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 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE

COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW
up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 

thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

READ THE CR
THEN 

RECYCLE

BANNERS
40” x 13”
BUY ONE

FOR 
$695
GET 

ONE FOR
$350
Birthdays,

Anniversaries,
Get Well,

Just Because, 
and Many
Others.

Graphic Printing,
309 West Main St.,

Portland.

Open 
10 a.m. - 

4 p.m.
Custom sizes

available.

Local schedule
Thursday

Jay County — Swimming vs. Nor-
well – 6 p.m.; Girls wrestling at New
Haven – 6 p.m.; Junior high boys bas-
ketball vs. Bluffton – 6 p.m.; Junior
high girls basketball at Bluffton – 5:30
p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball vs.
Parkway – 6 p.m.; Swimming vs. Van
Wert and Marion Local at Van Wert
YMCA – 5:30 p.m.; Middle school boys
basketball vs. Parkway – 5 p.m.; Sev-
enth grade girls basketball at South
Adams – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball:

Atlanta Hawks at New York Knicks
(ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — NHL hockey: Buffalo
Sabres at Columbus Blue Jackets (TNT)

8 p.m. — NBA basketball: Indiana
Pacers at Minnesota Timberwolves
(Bally Indiana)

10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Boston
Celtics at Phoenix Suns (ESPN)

10 p.m. — NHL Hockey: New York
Rangers at Las Vegas Golden Knights
(TNT)

Thursday
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Rutgers at Ohio State (ESPN2)
8 p.m. — NHL hockey: Winnipeg Jets

at St. Louis Blues (Bally Indiana)
8:15 p.m. — NFL football: Las Vegas

Raiders at Los Angeles Rams (ABC)

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
Jay County was down

15-3 after three consecu-
tive losses before their
run of  state-experienced
wrestlers brought them
back. No. 9 Cody Rowles
(126), Ethan Reiley (132),
No. 6 Tony Wood (138) and
No. 4 Cameron Clark
(145), all of  who have
wrestled in the state tour-
nament, earned victories
— the first three by pin
and Clark by a 4-2 margin
over No. 14 Kolten Rhone-
mus — to give the Patriots
a nine-point advantage.

But it was the newest
member of  the highly
touted squad that may
well have swung the
match.

Delta had a chance to
close its gap as 16th-
ranked Kaeb Stebbins
took a 4-0 lead over Chris-
tian Wittkamp, a sopho-
more transfer from Deer-
field, Illinois, in the first
minute of  their 152-pound
bout.

Wittkamp closed to
within one, but gave up a
reversal to trail 6-3 head-
ing into the final period.

A win, even just by deci-
sion, would have given
the Eagles a chance to
claw back into the match.
But Wittkamp got a take-
down early in the final
period and converted it to
a pin in 4:37.

“I was underestimating
his strength. I went for
the throw and he kind of
turned me and got points
on me,” said Wittkamp,

who is ranked 19th in the
state. “And then I realized
throws weren’t going to
work so I kept going for
shots … And then, third
period, he got tired so I
went for the throw and I
got the pin.”

Delta would take the
next match, but Joaquin
Flores all but sealed the
team victory for the Patri-
ots when he ran a half
nelson into a third-period
pin of  his own in 4:51.

“Joaquin has put some

time in going to Indiana
Tech and in our room,”
said Myers of  the junior
who returned to the sport
last season after not
wrestling since sixth
grade. “He’s really
improved a lot, so it was a

lot of  fun for him to get
that win.”

Rowles got his pin in
1:19, Reiley in 4:30 and
Wood in 1 minute flat,
with another coming
from 15th-ranked Bryce
Wenk (195) in 3:20. Conner

Specht added a 6-1 victory
in the heavyweight
match.

It was Delta’s first dual
loss after a 7-0 start.

“It’s awesome,” said
Clark. “Especially coming
off  of  a loss last year. …
As a team we wrestled
really well.

“We remembered (the
loss) ever since last year.
We talked about it a lot.
We came out wanting
revenge. And we came out
and took it.”

Jay County cruised to
the easy win over York-
town on the power of
seven pins. Sylas Wenk
got the blowout started
with a pin of  Jackson
Webb in 54 seconds at 106
pounds. Adding their sec-
ond pins of  the night were
Wood in 52 seconds and
Wittkamp in 2 minutes.
Other pins against the
Tigers came from Taye
Curtis (120) in 1:21,  Alan
Ortiz (220) in 43 seconds,
Clark in 1:02 and Specht
in 53 seconds.

Rowles won by major
decision, with Landon
Mills-Blowers, A.J. Myers
and Reiley adding victo-
ries by decision and
Bryce Wenk taking a for-
feit.

“Yorktown’s got some
good kids, really good
coaches,” said Myers. “it’s
tough to get our guys back
in the right mindset after
that dual (with Delta). …
But I think they were able
to get it back together and
compete really well.”

Continued from page 8
The lone victories for the Jay

County boys came from Wyatt
Kunkler in 56.22 in the 100
freestyle and Josh Monroe at
1:07.66 in the 100 breaststroke.

FR boys fall
FORT LORAMIE, Ohio — The

Fort Recovery boys basketball
team saw the Fort Loramie Red-
skins gradually pull away Tuesday
as it suffered its first loss of  the
season, 60-47.

The Indians (2-1), who opened
with wins of  47-14 and 34-29 over
Indiana rivals South Adams and
Jay County, trailed by two at the
quarter break and five at halftime.
Fort Loramie (2-0) opened its lead
with a 15-8 third quarter and
scored half  of  its 22 fourth-quarter
points at the foul line.

Cale Rammel had 21 points, 13 of
which came in the final period, in
the defeat. Landon Post added 18.

Fort Recovery also dropped the
junior varsity game, 42-38. Eli

Lennartz finished with 15 points
and Colson Post followed with 10.

Skirvin leads
MUNCIE — Stella Skirvin

reached double figures Tuesday as
the Jay County seventh grade girls
basketball team clobbered Muncie
Southside 42-4.

Skirvin set the pace for the
Patriots with 10 points. Kylie
Shannon followed with eight
points, and Amelia Heath and Eliz-
abeth Brunswick each had six.

Roundup ...

Statement ...

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Joaquin Flores of Jay County tries to put Delta’s Ryder Turner on his back Thursday during the
match between the two top-ranked teams in Class 2A. Flores led just 1-0 after two periods but delivered
a pin at the 4:51 mark.
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Sports
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Bader, Millspaugh lead
Jay Co. girls to victory,
see Local roundup

Patriots host swimming,
girls hoops Thursday,

see Sports on tap

MUNCIE — The Patriots have
won seven in a row.

Their leader is closing in on the
record.

The Class 3A No. 5 Jay County
High School’s girls basketball
team cruised to its second consec-
utive win of  30 points or more
Tuesday, clobbering the Muncie
Central Bearcats 66-33.

A 28-point outburst in the sec-
ond quarter pushed the Patriots (7-
1) to a 42-12 lead at halftime. They
were ahead by 44 after three quar-
ters before going heavily to their
bench for the final eight minutes.

The victory followed Saturday’s
52-13 triumph over Fort Recovery.
During its winning streak — the
team’s only loss this season came
by one-point in overtime to sixth-
ranked Hamilton Heights — it is
averaging 60.4 points per game

with a 26.3 margin of  victory.
Senior Renna Schwieterman led

the Patriots with her second con-
secutive 23-point game. She is now
just 54 points away from breaking
the school scoring record of  1,458
held by 1986 graduate Shannon
Freeman. She also had six steals
and four rebounds.

Seniors Gabi Bilbrey and
Mabrey McIntire followed with 16
and nine points, respectively.

JC girls top Eagles
CONVERSE — Aubrey

Millspaugh and Mara Bader each
won two individual events and the
Jay County girls swim team swept
the relays Tuesday in a 103-83 vic-
tory over the host Oak Hill Golden
Eagles.

The Jay County boys team fell
123-53.

Millspaugh led the Patriots in
the distance events, teaming with
freshman Avery Wentz for a one-
two finish in the 500-yard freestyle
as she reached the wall in 6 min-
utes, 20.67 seconds. 

She was also first in 2:19.97 in
the 200 freestyle.

Bader and Kenzie Huey also
recorded a one-two finish in the
100 backstroke, with the former
winning in 1:09.95. Her other victo-
ry came with a time of  1:06.8 in the
100 butterfly.

See Roundup page 7

No. 4 Patriots blast MC

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

They had not forgotten.
A year ago, the Patriots were

ranked third in Class 2A when
No. 9 Delta knocked them off  by
seven points. So with the match
set again Wednesday as part of
double dual along with Yorktown
and Winchester, they had some-
thing to prove.

It didn’t hurt that the schools
separated by just 21.4 miles of
Indiana 67 and Indiana 28 were
rated as the best two teams in
Class 2A.

The top-ranked Class 2A Jay
County High School boys
wrestling team fell behind early
to the No. 2 Delta Eagles but won
five straight matches from 126
pounds to 152 pounds to take con-
trol in a 42-29 victory.

“It was pretty exciting,” said
JCHS coach Eric Myers, whose
team also defeated Yorktown 61-7.
“Last year we underestimated
them a little bit and they came in
and knocked us off. I’ve thought
about that match for a year. I
know some of  our guys did too.

“It’s pretty exciting to make a
statement like that. But I told the
guys, that was a dual meet win.
That’s all that was. We didn’t win
team state with it. We didn’t win
conference, sectional or anything
like that. So we need to learn
from it and not be content and
move forward.”

See Statement page 7

Class 2A statement

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School junior Bryce Wenk, who is ranked 15th in the state, controls TD Wine of Delta during their
195-pound match Tuesday. Wenk’s pin of Wine in 3 minutes, 20 seconds, finished off the Class 2A No. 1 Patriots’ 42-29
victory over the second-ranked Eagles.

Local
roundup

No. 1 JC avenges 2021 loss vs. No. 2 Eagles


