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Jerry Ludwig, 81, Dunkirk
Dorothy Miller, 83,

Lafayette
Helen Phillips, 90, Hart-

ford City
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  30 degrees Mon-
day. The temperature dropped
to a low of  20 just before mid-
night and continued to fall to
13 as of  8 a.m. today.
Tonight’s low will be 6.

Expect sunny skies Wednes-
day with a high of  28.
See page 2 for an extended

outlook.

United Way of  Jay County
and Second Harvest Food
Bank will host a free food tail-
gate from 10 a.m. to noon
Wednesday at Jay County
Fairgrounds. Income verifica-
tion is not required.

Wednesday —Results from
tonight’s JCHS girls basket-
ball sectional opener.

Friday — Coverage of
Thursday’s Portland Board of
Works meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
Dunkirk will have a

contested primary for the
GOP nomination for
mayor.
Alden Glessner filed

Monday to run for the
Republican nomination
for mayor, joining Jay
Miller on the ballot.
Miller filed last week.
Incumbent Democrat

Jack Robbins previously
filed to run for a second
term.
Glessner grew up in

Plymouth, moved to Jay
County in 1981 and grad-
uated from Jay County
High School in 1981. He
has worked mostly in
commercial heating and
air conditioning, now
owns about a dozen
rental properties and
hopes to open a restau-
rant in Pennville.
“I think the city could

do a whole lot better all
the way around than it’s
doing,” Glessner said of
his motivation to run for
mayor of  Dunkirk. “Past
leadership and the cur-
rent leadership just isn’t
doing things to benefit
the citizens of  Dunkirk
like they should.”
Glessner pointed to

streets, alleys and aban-
doned properties as areas
he would address if  elect-
ed mayor. He expressed
various concerns about
Dunkirk Police Depart-
ment.
“The first thing I would

probably do is reform the
police department,” said
Glessner. “We’ve got
some serious problems
there. A lot of  officers
really don’t want to work,
I don’t think. They just
want to drive around and

sit in the office all day.”
Glessner is making his

first run for elected
office.
The only other contest-

ed races for the May pri-
mary thus far are incum-
bent John Boggs, Joel
Smitley and Jeff  West-
lake for the Republican
nomination for mayor of
Portland; Donna Revolt
and Jacqueline Miller for
the Republican nomina-
tion for Dunkirk’s Dis-
trict 2 seat on city coun-
cil; and incumbent Krista
Scholer and Lindsey
Wright for the Republi-
can nomination for Pen-
nville clerk-treasurer.
Other candidates who

have filed thus far are:
Republicans — Donald

Gillespie for Portland
City Court Judge, Matt
Goldsworthy for Portland
City Council District 1,
Michele Brewster for
Portland City Council
District 3, Ron May for
Portland City Council
District 4, Kent McClung
for Portland City Council
District 5, Larry Nuckols
and Ashley Hilfiker for
Portland City Council at
large (two seats), Kevin
Hamilton for Dunkirk
City Council District 1,
Jesse Bivens for Dunkirk
City Council District 3,
Dan Watson for Dunkirk
City Council at large,
Joshua Miller for Pen-
nville Town Council at
large, and Gregg Ellen-
berger for Bryant Town
Council at large.
Democrats — Randy

Geesaman for mayor of
Portland, Lori Aker-
Phillips for Portland
clerk-treasurer, Judy
Aker for Portland City
Council District 4, Tina
Elliott for Dunkirk clerk-
treasurer, and “Water-
mellon” Jim Phillips for
Redkey Town Council at
large.
Mike Aker, an inde-

pendent, has filed to run
for re-election for Port-
land City Council’s Dis-
trict 2 seat. (Indepen-
dents do not appear on
the primary ballot.)
The deadline to file is

noon Friday.

Glessner adds
name to ballot

By RYAN TARINELLI
CQ-Roll Call
Tribune News Service
WASHINGTON — Video

of  the beating of  Tyre
Nichols at the hands of
police officers renewed
calls for Congress to

address law enforcement
violence, but proposals
from Democrats face famil-
iar partisan hurdles.
The graphic footage

released Friday showed
officers in Memphis, Ten-
nessee, following a traffic

stop, beating the 29-year-
old man, who later died. A
group of  five officers have
been charged with second-
degree murder in his
death.
Nevada Democratic Rep.

Steven Horsfordin a state-

ment Sunday urged law-
makers to “jumpstart nego-
tiations” and work to
address police violence.
The CBC invited the

Nichols family to attend
the State of  the Union
address, Horsford said, and

requested a meeting with
President Joe Biden to
advocate for negotiations
on national changes to the
justice system, including
on the behavior of  police.
“We are going to take

action. And first, it’s about

making sure that the presi-
dent knows that this is an
important enough issue for
him to talk about at the
State of  the Union,” Hors-
ford said in an interview
Monday with MSNBC.

See Bills page 5

Nichols video sparks calls for policing bills

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
Jay County officials are still

debating specifics on projects
they hope to tackle using Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act dollars.
They discussed a few of  those

options at a meeting Monday.
Jay County Commissioners

and Jay County Council talked
about buying about 68 acres with-
in Portland city limits along Indi-
ana 67 and constructing a heated
building for equipment at Jay
County Highway Department.
They also set a public hearing on
the former matter for 6 p.m. Feb.
8.
Officials have been looking into

building infrastructure for hous-
ing on about 68 acres of  Christo-
pher and Tracy Muhlenkamp’s
property for sale along Indiana 67

just inside the western limits of
the City of  Portland. (A portion
of  the land could also house a
new multi-faceted building for
Jay Emergency Medical Service,
Jay County Health Department
and Jay County Coroner’s Office.)
RQAW is currently conducting a
water and wastewater analysis
on the grounds. Commissioner

Brian McGalliard noted a second
appraisal has come in for the
property.
Commissioner Rex Journay

asked if  the county should allow
a separate entity, such as an eco-
nomic development corporation,
to purchase the land, or if  it
should buy the property itself. 

See Discussing page 2

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Comeback champ
Senior Daniel Moore of host Jay County High School flexes after winning the 113-pound

sectional championship thanks to a two-point near fall in the final seconds of his match. His was
the first of six consecutive individual titles for the Patriots, who won the team sectional
championship for the first time since 2018. For more on the tournament, see page 8.

Discussing ARPA $

Dunkirk has
contested
race for
GOP bid

for mayor

County officials continue
to look at options for

coronavirus relief funds

The Commercial Review/Bailey Cline

Jay County Council member Dave Haines speaks
Monday during a joint meeting of Jay County Commissioners
and Jay County Council.
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Jerry Ludwig
Oct. 15, 1941-Jan. 19, 2023
Jerry D. Ludwig, 81, of

Dunkirk, Indiana, passed away
peacefully Thursday, Jan. 19,
2023, at Owens-
boro Health Muh-
lenberg Commu-
nity Hospital in
Greenville, Ken-
tucky.
Jerry was born

in Bluffton, Indi-
ana, on Oct. 15,
1941, a son of  the
late Lois P. (Far-
ling) and Paul E. Ludwig. He
was a 1959 graduate of  Howe
Military School, a 1960 graduate
of  Dunkirk High School and
went on to further his education
at Texas Christian University.
Jerry was the loving husband

of  Barbara S. (Flynn) Ludwig
who he happily married on
Sept. 15, 1977, and sadly lost on
March 8, 2018. He was the

Owner and Operator of  Ludwig
Grocery in Dunkirk, Indiana,
until its closing in 2005.
Jerry was a member of  the

Dunkirk Elks Lodge #1776 and
enjoyed golf, the Chicago Bears,
country music, Fox channel,
playing keno and traveling with
his beautiful wife Barbara.
He is survived by three sons,

Jeff  McDaniel-Ludwig, Allen
Ludwig and Derek Ludwig; one
brother, Anthony Ludwig; seven
grandchildren; and five great-
grandchildren. 
He was preceded in death by

his parents; wife Barb; one
brother, Bill Ludwig; and one
sister, Leslie Garr.
Friends are invited to call Sat-

urday, Feb. 4, 2023. from 1 to 3
p.m. at MJS Mortuaries – Red-
key Chapel. Funeral services
will follow at 3 p.m. with Pastor
Randy Davis officiating.
Entombment will be held pri-
vately at the convenience of  the

family in Fairview Cemetery in
Bluffton, Indiana.
In lieu of  flowers donations

may be made to the Muncie Ani-
mal Shelter/ARF.
Arrangements have been

entrusted to MJS Mortuaries –
Redkey Chapel.

Dorothy Miller
Feb. 14, 1939-Jan. 27, 2023
Dorothy Jane Miller, 83, of

Lafayette passed away Friday,
Jan. 27, 2023, at
Creasy Springs. 
Dorothy was

born Feb. 14, 1939,
in Portland, Indi-
ana, to the late
Albert and Helen
(Snyder) Wright. 
On July 25,

1981, she married
Oscar Ewing
Miller Jr. in Elmwood Church
of  Christ, and he survives.
Dorothy was a long-time mem-

ber of  the Elmwood Church of
Christ. She worked for Purdue
University in the computer tech-
nology department before retir-
ing in 2004. She then worked as a
secretary in the civil engineer-
ing department before retiring
again in 2016. 
She was a member of  the Pur-

due women’s basketball network-
ing club. She was a big fan for
many years and followed the
team to games. She was also a
member of  the Tippecanoe Coun-
ty Homemakers and was involved
with Indiana Rural Youth. 
Along with her husband,

Oscar, she is survived by the son
she never had, Kevin (Marilyn)
Walters; and her brother, Lloyd
(Sharon) Wright of  Salamonia,
Indiana. 
A visitation will be from 1 to 2

p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 1, 2023,
with funeral service beginning
at 2 p.m. at Hippensteel Funeral
Home with Joe Ruhl officiating.

Entombment to follow at Rest
Haven Memorial Park.
In lieu of  flowers, donations

can be made to the Elmwood
Church of  Christ Food Pantry.
Please share your memories

and condolences with the fami-
ly at hippensteelfuneralser-
vice.com.

Helen Elizabeth Phillips, Hartford
City, a member of a Dunkirk church,
April 13, 1932-Jan. 27, 2023. Serv-
ices will be at 11 a.m. Friday at
Keplinger Funeral Home, 509 N.
High St., Hartford City.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review pub-

lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and service
information. There is a charge
for obituaries, which are accepted
only from funeral homes or mor-
tuary services.

Obituaries

Ludwig

Miller

Continued from page 1
County attorney Wes Schemenaur

noted benefits and drawbacks to
either option. He confirmed the
property can be transferred later if
needed. (McGalliard suggested using
Jay County Redevelopment Commis-
sion.)
Officials questioned whether the

housing project would qualify for the
county’s $3.9 million in American
Rescue Plan Act funds. Several
changes have been made to federal
funding guidelines in the last year.
McGalliard also referenced the

Hoosier Enduring Legacy Project
(HELP), a year-long public planning
process through Indiana Office of
Community and Rural Affairs for
usage of  at least a third of  American
Rescue Plan Act funds. The county’s
strategic development plan was sub-
mitted at the end of  last year. 
He voiced concern about the hous-

ing project not aligning within the
plan for HELP, which could grant an
additional $1 million to counties
involved. The county’s HELP plan

currently lists a Jay! Region housing
development project submitted for
the Stellar Communities program in
2019.
Richards explained pathway com-

mittees for HELP proposed broad
ideas. In order to fulfill OCRA
requirements, he said, the plan need-
ed to have specific information on a
housing project. He noted the plan is
a living document and said any coun-
ty housing project should still fit
within the guidelines of  HELP.
Commissioners and council

agreed to hold a public meeting on
the potential land purchase at 6 p.m.
Feb. 8 prior to the regular monthly
council meeting.
Also Monday, commissioner Chad

Aker explained freezing tempera-
tures led to fuel lines gelling up for
highway department snow plows
during the holiday season. (The
department has an outdoor lean-to
where it stores equipment. Although
it has a heated shop for maintenance,
highway department superintendent
Eric Butcher said it doesn’t have

space to thaw out plows.) Aker pro-
posed using American Rescue Plan
Act funds to construct an enclosed
heated building for the equipment to
avoid future plowing issues. It would
cost roughly $560,000.
Council president Jeanne Houch-

ins also noted updates are needed at
Jay County Jail. She suggested allo-
cating a portion of  the dollars for
repairs to county buildings.
Council member Cindy Bracy

asked if  officials have a five- or 10-
year plan for the funds. The last com-
prehensive plan for the county was
created in the early 1990s, according
to Richards. McGalliard advocated
for investing in such a plan, noting
OCRA has planning grants available
to help with the process.
Aker and Journay pointed out the

county also has incoming economic
development dollars from Bitter
Ridge Wind Farm and future solar
farms.
“We need to have a plan, as we’ve

all discussed, on how to do this cor-
rectly,” Journay said.

Discussing ...

Today
Johnson, James: 5 p.m.,

Walker & Glancy Funeral Home,

109 W. Windsor St., Montpelier.

Wednesday
Miller, Dorothy: 2 p.m., Hip-

pensteel Funeral Home, 822 N.

9th St., Lafayette. 

Friday
Phillips, Helen: 11 a.m.,

Kiplinger Funeral Home, 509 N.

High St., Hartford City. 

Saturday
Ludwig, Jerry: 3 p.m., MJS

Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian St.,

Redkey.

May 13
Warrick, Clarice: 11 a.m.,

West Richmond Friends Meet-

ing, 609 W. Main St., Richmond.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
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SERVICES
Confinement
A Decatur man was

arrested Friday for crimi-
nal confinement and relat-
ed charges.
Chance L. Mata, 26, 1107

E. Ridge Drive, was
charged in Jay Circuit
Court with a Level 3 felony
for the alleged crime, as
well as two Level 5 felonies

for battery and intimida-
tion and a Level 6 felony
for strangulation.
He’s being held without

a bond at Jay County
Jail.

Drug possession
A rural Montpelier man

was arrested Jan. 24 on
drug charges.

Kurt E. Banter, 40, 11261
W. 900 North, was charged
in Jay Superior Court
with possession of
methamphetamine, a
Level 6 felony, and posses-
sion of  marijuana, a Class
B misdemeanor. 
He’s being held on a

$6,000 bond in Jay County
Jail.

Slid into crash
Three people were injured after a Wash-

ington man lost control of  his vehicle at
the intersection of  county road 200 West
and Indiana 26 about 6:36 a.m. Friday.
Marco R. Rivera, 59, Washington, told

police he was driving his 2011 Chevrolet
Traverse north on county road 200 West
when he attempted to stop at the intersec-
tion with Indiana 26. He wasn’t able to
stop, according to the report, slid through
the crossing and crashed into a westbound
2005 Mercury Sable driven by 34-year-old
Christine L. Geise of  Hartford City.
Geise complained of  arm pain. Rivera’s

passengers, 46-year-old Teresa Reyes and
29-year-old Carolina Diaz, both of  Wash-
ington, complained of  arm pain and head
pain, respectively.
Both vehicles were towed, with damage

estimated between $5,000 and $10,000.

Lost control
Several drivers lost control while travel-

ing in snowy conditions last week.
Dallas R. Williams, 20, Logansport, was

driving north on county road 800 East
about 4:45 p.m. Friday when the 2006 Ford
F-250 he was driving slid off  the road after

driving across ice. The truck — it’s regis-
tered to Sean Ashley of  Redkey — hit a
utility pole, causing between $2,500 and
$5,000 in estimated damage. It was towed.
Amari L. Crouse, 18, Pennville, was driv-

ing west on county road 800 South just
west of  U.S. 27 about 11:20 a.m. Friday
when her 2013 Chevrolet Cruze drove over
a patch of  ice. She began to spin out of  con-
trol, according to a Jay County Sheriff ’s
Office report, slid off  the south side of  the
road and hit a utility pole. Her vehicle was
towed, with damage estimated between
$5,000 and $10,000. The pole wasn’t dam-
aged.
Faith M. Horsley, 21, Montpelier, was

driving west on county road 300 North
near the intersection with county road 250
West about 6:23 p.m. Thursday when she
drove her 2003 Chevrolet Trailblazer
across a patch of  ice. Her vehicle went off
the road and struck a pole. Damage is esti-
mated between $1,000 and $2,500.
Drake Dishman, 30, Elwood, was driving

west on Indiana 26 about 11:18 a.m.
Wednesday when the 2017 Chevrolet Cruze
he was driving hit slush, according to a
Jay County Sheriff ’s Office report. 

See page 5

Felony arrests

Capsule Reports

Wednesday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works, 321 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.
7:30 p.m. — Fort

Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................7.01
Feb. corn ..................7.01
Wheat ......................7.40

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................7.03
Feb. corn ..................7.03
March corn ..............7.05

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................6.97
Feb. corn ..................6.97
Beans ......................15.21
Feb. beans ..............15.28

Wheat ...................... 6.98
July wheat .............. 7.42

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................6.84
Feb. corn ..................6.84
Beans ......................15.17
Feb. beans ..............15.17
Wheat ......................7.43

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.56
Feb. corn ..................6.56
Beans ......................14.95
Feb. beans ..............14.95
Wheat ......................7.12

In 1606, Guy
Fawkes, who was one
of  the Gunpowder Plot
conspirators who tried
to blow up Parliament
and assassinate King
James I, was executed
in London.
In 1919, Jackie

Robinson was born in
Cairo, Georgia. Robin-
son became the first
Black player to play in
Major League Baseball
when he took the field
for the Brooklyn
Dodgers on April 15,
1947.
In 2006, the Fort

Recovery seventh
grade girls basketball

team went to four over-
times in its 45-43 victo-
ry over St. John’s.
Kendra Brunswick
scored 14 points to lead
the Tribe in the
marathon win over the
Blue Jays.
In 2022, Jay School

Board announced it
was receiving a total of
$100,000 in grant fund-
ing to implement new
science, technology,
engineering and math-
ematics (STEM) cur-
riculum at East Jay,
East, Westlawn, Redkey
and Bloomfield elemen-
tary schools.

—The CR

CR almanac

28/17 35/12 20/9 32/27 40/28
Sunny

skies are in
the forecast
for Wednes-
day with a
high in the
upper 20s.

More part-
ly sunny
skies with
breezy weath-
er. The high
will reach
about 40.

Another
day of partly
sunny skies,
with tempera-
tures jumping
to the mid
20s to low
30s.

Partly
sunny skies
are expected
Thursday with
a low around
12 at night.

Mostly
sunny skies
with a temper-
ature low in
the single dig-
its late.

Wednesday
2/1

Thursday
2/2

Friday
2/3

Saturday
2/4

Sunday
2/5

Powerball
Monday
1-4-12-36-49
Powerball: 5
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$653 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $31

million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 5-4-0
Daily Four: 1-7-2-0
Quick Draw: 3-7-12-16-

17-30-33-39-41-45-48-52-54-
58-59-63-65-68-69-79
Evening
Daily Three: 2-2-0
Daily Four: 5-3-1-8
Quick Draw: 2-8-9-13-

15-17-21-22-25-26-38-45-53-
59-62-63-72-74-75-78
Cash 5: 12-13-15-16-33
Estimated jackpot:

$583,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 0-2-1
Pick 4: 5-4-5-0
Pick 5: 4-2-3-6-1
Evening
Pick 3: 3-2-9
Pick 4: 6-0-4-8
Pick 5: 4-4-0-2-6
Rolling Cash 5: 5-11-12-

26-35
Estimated jackpot:

$120,000
Classic Lotto: 11-13-17-

40-43-45
Kicker: 3-7-2-3-9-6
Jackpot: $4.7 million

Lotteries



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday. The public is wel-
come.
JAY COUNTY CANCER

SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in
conference room C at Indi-
ana University Health Jay
Hospital. Open discussion
for cancer patients, sur-
vivors, family members or
anyone interested in help-
ing with the group. For
more information, contact
Linda Metzger at (260) 726-
1844.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship
Building across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call

Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(567) 279-8352 or (260) 729-
7000.
NARCOTICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 7
p.m. each Tuesday at
Church of  God of  Prophe-
cy, 797 N. Creagor Ave. in
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 766-9334.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB
— Will meet at 8 a.m. in
the east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women
are invited to attend.
Includes activities and
devotional time.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 11 a.m. to
noon on Wednesdays at
West Jay Community Cen-
ter.
PORTLAND ROTARY

CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday at Har-
mony Cafe, 121 N. Meridi-
an St.

SINGLES AND SEPA-
RATES SUPPORT GROUP
— For anyone who’s lost a
loved one or has a spouse
living in long-term care or
suffering from an illness,
the group will meet at 2
p.m. the first Wednesday
of  each month in the
Arthur & Gloria Musel-
man Wellness Pavilion in
Berne. For more informa-
tion, call Sarah Conrad at
(260) 589-4496.
AL-ANON FAMILY

GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-8229.
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 
PORTLAND LIONS

CLUB — Will meet the first
Thursday of  the month at
Portland Lions Civic Cen-
ter, 307 W. 100 North. The
meal will be served at 6:30
p.m. and the meeting will
begin at 7 p.m.
FORGET-ME-NOT — A

support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winches-
ter, in community room 1.
For more information, call
Kimberly Sibery at (765)
964-6075 or Nikki
Bosworth at (765) 584-6452.

Friday
DUNKIRK HISTORI-

CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
the first and third Friday
of  each month in the for-
mer W.E. Gaunt Jewelry
building, 113 S. Main St.,
Dunkirk.

SOFT SHOULDERS — A
support group for anyone
suffering from memory
loss, will meet at 10:30 a.m.
the first Friday of  each
month in the Fireplace
Room at Edelweiss Place at
Swiss Village in Berne.
For more information, call
(260) 589-3173.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. 

By DIANA DOLECKI
Special to The Commercial Review
The last day of  January

is finally here. My son-in-
law, Duston, is scheduled
for back surgery today.
His back has been bother-
ing him for as long as I
have known him. We are
hoping that this surgery
helps to alleviate his pain.
I am not exactly sure

what they are planning to
do but as long as the sur-
geon and the whole host
of  people who will take
care of  him know what is
going on, that is all that
counts.
My grandchildren are

at an awkward age. They
are too old for a babysitter
and too young to leave by
themselves for more than
a few hours or so. Fortu-
nately, they will be in
school or at their chosen

after-school activities
most of  the time while
Duston is in the hospital.
I’m sure that arrange-
ments have been made to
have an adult check in
with them or perhaps
spend the night if  needed.
I think they are plan-

ning to release him either
the same day or maybe
the following day. It bog-
gles my mind at how
quickly they discharge
people after what used to
be major surgery.
Just a few days after

Duston’s surgery is the

seventh anniversary of
my mom’s death. Seven
years! I find it hard to
believe it has been that
long. She died on Ground-
hog Day. The weather was
cold but not too cold. The
roads were good and it
was the one and only time
that Duston and the two
boys, Jacob and Nicholas,
had been up here. Daugh-
ter Beth and her daughter
Emma had been here to
visit several times when
Emma was a toddler.
I had begged Mom to

hold on until spring but
her body wasn’t that
strong. I had breast can-
cer for the first time and
was finishing up radia-
tion treatments when she
went into the hospital.
They said she had been
admitted with renal fail-
ure. I actually argued

with them and said they
were wrong. It was her
heart — it was always her
heart.
My brothers and I

expected them to fix her
up in a couple of  days and
send her home. That did-
n’t happen. I finished my
last radiation treatment
and we went from Fort
Wayne to Richmond. I
was exhausted and
beyond grateful that my
husband was willing to do
all the driving.
Mom died, and after all

this time, I still miss her.
Sometimes I see her in the
mirror or hear her words
coming out of  my mouth.
My brother, Michael, said
he also has seen her in the
mirror. One such time he
looked down and discov-
ered that he has those
same chubby legs she

had. I didn’t tell him that
he also has the same
chubby belly and poor eat-
ing habits she had.
It used to be that this

time of  year I would do an
article about the foolish-
ness of  trying to predict
the weather by dragging a
groundhog out of  his
warm home in a library.
The keepers would then
devise a television ready
background. Once all the
cameras were ready the
animal was once again
dragged out of  his
makeshift hole where he
would supposedly see his
shadow and predict
another six weeks of  win-
ter. Honestly, he is right
about as often as a real
weather forecaster is.
This time of  year is

usually dark and dreary.
The only cheerful things

in the house are the
paperwhite bulbs that I
got for Christmas. They
are in full bloom. Each
flowering stem boasts a
tiny bouquet of  sweet-
smelling, pure white flow-
ers. I have also begun
removing the hyacinths
from the refrigerator in
the hope that they will
also be in bloom by the
end of  February when the
paperwhites are finished
blooming.
I trust that the doctors

will fix up my son-in-law
and he will be in less pain
than before. I trust that
the grandchildren will be
safe. I also trust that the
sun will eventually peek
out from the clouds.
Thankfully, January is
over. Let’s hope that Feb-
ruary is better.

DEAR ABBY: My two siblings
and I were raised by an abusive,
alcoholic father. Predictably, it
has adversely affected our men-
tal health adversely. One sibling
struggles with alcoholism and
substance abuse. The other has
a personality disorder and can-
not maintain stable relation-
ships. I cope with comparative-
ly fewer severe issues, but I still
must work hard to sustain a
marriage and my career and
raise healthy children. It isn’t
easy. 
My siblings’ issues have dis-

rupted my emotional health
and family life, which is why I
keep them at a distance. Lately,
they have expressed feeling

abandoned. Other family mem-
bers call me selfish and say I’m
obligated to help them because
I’m “the successful one.” I do
feel some guilt for not helping
more, as we all survived the
same toxic childhood. Yet, my
emotional bandwidth is limit-
ed. Frankly, people with alco-
holism and personality disor-

ders are hard to be around,
even if  they are family. Is it self-
ish to prioritize my well-being
by maintaining distance from
my siblings? — THEIR BROTH-
ER
DEAR BROTHER: Your

first priority must be your
emotional health. Next
should be the well-being of
your spouse and children
and the career that enables
you to provide for them. If
maintaining some distance
from these siblings is selfish,
then call it “enlightened”
selfishness. Help them to the
extent you can, but do not
allow yourself  to be emo-
tionally arm-twisted by

other relatives who remain
on the sidelines.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: I’ve been a dental

assistant for more than 20 years,
and I’d like to share an observa-
tion with your readers. Over the
years, we’ve seen many patients
who diligently take care of  their
oral hygiene. Then, suddenly, we
notice decay both clinically and
on X-rays — after years of  no
decay. We ask them, “Are you tak-
ing a new medication that’s caus-
ing dry mouth? Have you started
drinking some different bever-
age? Have you been eating more
sweets?” More often than not,
they tell us nothing’s changed. 
The problem often is sugar

where they don’t expect it — in
fiber supplements, meal replace-
ment shakes, gummy vitamins,
chewable antacids, vitamin
water, etc. Many of  these items
contain a surprising amount of
sugar. Please encourage your
readers to read the nutrition
labels of  their SUPPLEMENTS.
It could save their teeth. — ANTI-
DECAY IN DALLAS
DEAR ANTI-DECAY: Thank

you very much for educating
my readers and me. This is
something I had never consid-
ered, and I’ll bet many of
them haven’t either. Your let-
ter is an important one, and I
hope they will heed it as I plan
to.
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By LEE H. HAMILTON
I don’t remember when it first

occurred to me after arriving in
Washington many years ago that
at its heart, being a member of
Congress meant never being
entirely satisfied. And that this
state of  affairs is baked into our
form of  government. But despite
moments of  immense fulfill-
ment, it remained a central ten-
sion throughout my time in
office — as it has been for most
legislators since the founding of
the Republic.
Our founders were very clear

about what they expected from
the leaders chosen to represent
the American people. “Govern-
ment is instituted for the com-
mon good … and not for profit,
honor or private interest of  any
one man, family or class of
men,” John Adams wrote. James
Madison was just as direct, writ-
ing in The Federalist that the
goal of  a constitution like ours
should be to put in office people
“who possess most wisdom to
discern, and most virtue to pur-

sue the common good of  the soci-
ety.”
Politicians run for office for

many reasons — ambition, ego,
anger at the status quo, a broad
but undefined desire to serve …
And for some, that ideal — pursu-
ing the common good — is front
and center. This holds true for
many voters, too. I’ll never forget
once running into an elderly
woman at the polls in Indiana and
asking her if  she’d voted. She
responded by saying to me, “I vote
for the candidate of  my choice,
but then I pray for the winner. I
want him or her to work not just
for the few, but for everyone.”
That has always stuck with me as
one of  the healthiest attitudes

toward politics I’ve ever heard
expressed — and I’m confident
plenty of  voters feel the same
way.
The problem, of  course, is that

there is no single definition of
“the common good.” We live in a
country that, instead, makes it
possible for us to debate the ques-
tion, to change our minds, to
evolve, and to move forward
when we can. But here’s the
thing: The system is designed to
make it hard to move forward
unless enough people agree on an
approach to command a majority.
In other words, they have to be
able to find enough common
ground with others — even if
they don’t like everything
involved in a given piece of  legis-
lation — that they can prevail
democratically.
This is not easy to do, as any

legislator will tell you — and as
the entire country got a ringside
seat for during the House speak-
ership battle at the beginning of
the year. For starters, of  course,
every member of  Congress and

legislator comes to the job with
her or his own beliefs, attitudes,
approaches, and red lines that
can’t be crossed. Finding com-
mon ground among one’s own
colleagues is hard enough.
And then there are the realities

of  the office: Constituents, party
leaders, lobbyists, commentators
— they all have their opinions,
too. When I served in Congress, it
was not unusual for me to have 15
appointments a day with people
who wanted me to vote their way,
often on some item involving the
federal budget. Farmers came in
to speak about farm programs,
businesspeople to focus on busi-
ness interests — their own and
the economy in general — and
religious or nonprofit leaders to
lobby for support for their hard-
pressed constituents. There was
nothing sinister or malicious
about any of  this. It’s how the
process of  government works.
But it makes the task of  finding
enough common ground to move
forward extremely challenging.
So in the end, legislators are

confronted with twin tasks: dis-
cerning and then pursuing the
common good, and finding
enough common ground with
colleagues and the public at large
to make progress possible. Their
job is to find a way to do both: to
think in terms of  what’s best for
the country or their state or city,
and then to weigh each of  the
considerations and pleadings
they confront in that light. It’s
tough work and no solution ever
feels perfect, but if  you’re com-
mitted to the job, there’s always
another chance to edge closer to
the ideal.

••••••••••
Hamilton is a senior advisor for

the Indiana University Center on
Representative Government; a dis-
tinguished scholar at the IU
Hamilton Lugar School of  Global
and International Studies; and a
professor of  practice at the IU
O’Neill School of  Public and
Environmental Affairs. He was a
member of  the U.S. House of  Rep-
resentatives for 34 years. Email
him at corg@iu.edu.

Find common good, common ground

Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service
After weeks of  diplomat-

ic hand-wringing, the U.S.
and Germany have decided
to send battle tanks to
Ukraine, a critical step
toward helping the country
take back territory seized
by Russian forces during
last year’s invasion. While
President Joe Biden and
Europe’s leaders deserve
credit for maintaining soli-
darity with Ukraine, they
should remain mindful of
the risks of  deeper West-
ern involvement in the war.
Under the arrangement

announced Wednesday, the
U.S. will send Ukraine 31
M1 Abrams tanks, at a cost
of  $400 million. Mean-
while, Germany will sup-
ply 14 Leopard 2 tanks from
its stockpile and will allow
other allies, including
Poland, Spain and Finland,
to ship their own German-
made Leopards to the front
lines. In all, the package
approved by German Chan-
cellor Olaf  Scholz aims to
deliver more than 100 tanks
to Ukraine’s forces, along
with ammunition, training
and maintenance support.
Most immediately, the

initiative will help resolve
tensions between Berlin
and other NATO members,
which had pushed Scholz
to move faster to approve
the delivery of  heavy
tanks. The Germans said
they would send the Leop-
ards only if  the U.S. provid-
ed its own tanks. The Pen-
tagon rejected such link-
age, maintaining that the
70-ton Abrams tanks are
more difficult to operate,
maintain and transport
than the Leopards, which
are already in plentiful
supply in Europe. While
the reluctance of  U.S.
defense officials to placate
Germany’s position was
understandable, Biden was
right to overrule them and
avoid a more damaging rift
within the alliance, which
would only hurt Ukraine’s
cause and serve Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s
interests.
The delivery of  heavy

armor to Ukraine comes at
a pivotal time. After suffer-
ing heavy losses last fall,
Russia has made modest
gains in the south and east.
Intelligence officials think
that Putin is planning a
spring offensive, waged by
a reconstituted force of
recent conscripts, former
prisoners and private mer-
cenaries. With Ukraine’s
casualties mounting and
its supplies of  weapons and
munitions running low, the

influx of  powerful Western
tanks will be essential to
holding ground and
defending against the
expected onslaught.
To take back its lost ter-

ritory, Ukraine may
require even more armor
and sophisticated weapon-
ry — including not just
additional tanks but com-
bat jets and long-range mis-
siles that could strike Russ-
ian supply lines, bases and
command posts. Before
moving forward with any
such assistance, however,
NATO should insist on
firmer assurances that
Ukraine will avoid attacks
inside Russia itself, which
would risk potential retali-
ation against the West. The
Biden administration
should work with Congress
to monitor the flow of  mili-
tary and economic assis-
tance to Ukraine, limit
waste and corruption, and
prevent weapons from
falling into the wrong
hands. It should also rein-
vigorate efforts to engage
with Russian officials to
limit the risks of  escala-
tion and lay the foundation
for negotiations to end the
war.
For the moment, peace

remains a distant prospect.
The months ahead will be
long and bloody. Supplying
Western battle tanks at
least gives Ukraine a fight-
ing chance.

The tanks give
Ukraine a chance

By HARRY LITMAN
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service
The discovery of  classified docu-

ments in former Vice President Mike
Pence’s Indiana residence is a clarify-
ing and pivotal event that throws into
sharp relief  conduct that in recent
weeks has been lumped together.
Pence ordered the investigation of

his home, which turned up some 12
documents marked classified, in the
wake of  the brouhaha over similar
discoveries of  classified documents
at President Joe Biden’s Delaware
home and former office.
The Pence documents shed more

light on a critical question: How easy
is it for classified documents to find
their way out of  the White House and
become mixed into the private papers
of  former government officials?
Anecdotal evidence already sug-

gested that it’s easy enough to do
inadvertently, especially on the part
of  higher government officials, who
rarely have a personal role in packing
up their offices. Pence’s experience
strengthens that idea.
There is no reason to doubt the

assertion by Pence’s lawyer, Greg
Jacob, in a letter to the National
Archives that “Pence was unaware of
the existence of  sensitive or classified
documents at his personal resi-
dence.”
That explanation, of  course, is the

same as Biden’s response to a rolling
discovery of  classified documents at
his office and residence — to which
conservative pundits and opponents
have cried “scandal!”
Of  course, there is a very bright

line to be drawn between the unknow-
ing conduct of  officials like Biden
and Pence on the one hand, and the
intentional and likely criminal
behavior of  former President Donald

Trump, who, from the available evi-
dence, not only was aware that he had
classified documents but purposeful-
ly spirited them away, and, more
importantly, engaged in a 20-month
campaign to stonewall legitimate
efforts by the U.S. government to have
them returned.
This is not to say that Biden’s and

Pence’s conduct is OK. As they both
acknowledge, it is a potentially grave
risk to national security to have clas-
sified documents walk out of  the
White House and be stored willy-nilly
in some random place rather than in
the National Archives. But this does-
n’t mean any such discovery is a mat-
ter for the criminal law.
There is not a shred of  evidence

that Biden even knew about the mis-
placed documents, much less that he
criminally withheld them. Yet special
counsel Robert Hur is now conduct-
ing a criminal investigation into
Biden’s case. Department of  Justice
guidelines require someone who has
come under public suspicion, includ-
ing the president, to be cleared or
charged promptly. That goes for the
president, and Hur is duty-bound,
either to develop concrete evidence or
shut his fledgling operation down.
The same, of  course, goes for any

investigation into Pence’s documents.
But it would be folly (and I think
unlikely) for Attorney General Mer-
rick Garland to appoint a special

counsel for Pence with zero evidence
that criminal conduct has occurred.
The appointment of  Hur immedi-

ately lumped Biden together with
Trump in the public’s mind. Now
Pence’s discovery might shift the pol-
itics, since it’ll be hard for House
Republicans to distinguish between
the two cases. But we can probably be
sure that Speaker Kevin McCarthy
and company will somehow launch
an argument that targets Biden while
tacking around Pence.
Given what we’ve seen, there’s no

reason to believe the problem stops
with Biden and Pence. As in Biden’s
case, where some of  the documents
go back to his years in the Senate, cur-
rent and former members of  Con-
gress could also have classified docu-
ments where they shouldn’t be. And
for that matter, so might current and
former executive branch officials.
Many of  these individuals are now

probably busy checking their garages
and sock drawers. And that’s a good
thing. We need to get our hands
around the problem and come up
with reforms; and officials should do
exactly as Pence and Biden did — if
they find documents, turn them over
immediately to the archives. And of
course, if  they knowingly withhold
them, as Trump did, that willful con-
duct could subject them to potential
prosecution.
We do have a serious problem with

the retention of  classified documents,
but it is not a problem the criminal
law can or should solve. We need to
patch up porous controls, and we
need to prosecute individuals who
purposefully steal government docu-
ments and obstruct all efforts to get
them back. From all that we know
now, there is only one person in that
category.

Did Pence let Biden off the hook?
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Continued from page 2
The vehicle spun and

crashed into a guard rail
along the side of  the road.
Damage to the guard rail
and vehicle — it’s regis-
tered to Sara Olson of
Muncie — is damage esti-
mated between $5,000 and
$10,000. The car was towed.
Enrique Miranda

Bermudez, 33, Portland,
was driving a 2011 Dodge
Ram north on U.S. 27 at the
intersection with county
road 300 North about 8:27
a.m. Wednesday when he
began to slide on the snow-
covered road. Bermudez
lost control of  the vehicle,
striking a pole and stop
sign off  the east side of  the
road. Damage is estimated
between $5,000 and $10,000.
Chad Aker, 50, Portland,

was driving his 2019
Chevrolet Silverado east on
county road 100 North
about 7:28 a.m. Wednesday
when his truck slid off  the
road, according to a Jay
County Sheriff ’s Office
report. His vehicle hit a
pole near Portland Munici-
pal Airport, causing
between $2,500 and $5,000
in estimated damage.
Jonas E. Neuenschwan-

der, 18, Pennville, was driv-
ing a 2002 Jeep Liberty
west on county road 350
North about 6:41 a.m.
Wednesday when he lost
control of  the vehicle
because of  snow in the
road. The Jeep left the
north side of  the road and
rolled onto its side. Dam-
age is estimated between
$5,000 and $10,000.
Isabel Guzman Lagunes,

Portland, told police she

was driving east on Indiana
26 near county road 100
South about 4 a.m. Jan. 23
when she lost control of  her
2013 Kia Forte. The vehicle
slid off  the west side of  the
road and hit a rock and cul-
vert, according to a Jay
County Sheriff ’s Office
report. Damage is estimat-
ed between $5,000 and
$10,000. Her car was towed.

Pole snapped
Damage is estimated

between $5,000 and $10,000
after the grain truck an
Ohio man was driving
broke a pole along Indiana
26 about 1:10 p.m. Thursday.
Kevin F. Miller, 29, Rus-

sia, was driving east on the
highway when the auger
arm on the 2013 Kenworth
T800 he was driving struck
a utility pole along the
north side of  the road. The
pole, power lines and auger
arm fell onto the road.
The grain truck is regis-

tered to Maria Stein Grain
Company of  Ohio.

Hit pole
Damage is estimated

between $5,000 and $10,000
after a Portland woman’s
vehicle struck a pole along
Division Road about 11:20
p.m. Saturday.
Rachelle D. Boolman, 27,

told Jay County Sheriff ’s
Office she was driving her
2018 GMC Yukon XL east on
the road just east of  county
road 500 East. At the same
time, she said, a westbound
vehicle ran her off  the
road, causing her to crash
into a utility pole along the
south side of  the road.
Her vehicle was towed.

Capsule Reports

Continued from page 1
Horsford also said the

CBC will be reaching out to
Republican Sen. Tim Scott,
R-South Carolina, to initi-
ate negotiations. Scott was
the lead negotiator for Sen-
ate Republicans last Con-

gress in a search for a pos-
sible pathway to a biparti-
san bill on the issue, in the
wake of  nationwide
protests in 2020 after a
series of  high-profile dead-
ly encounters between offi-
cers and the public.

Bills ...

Continued from page 8
The winner of  the Fort Recov-

ery/Coldwater game will
advance to the sectional champi-
onship to play second-seeded Jef-
ferson at 6 p.m. Feb. 18. The
Parkway/Wayne Trace winner
will play fifth-seeded Allen East
in the other sectional title game
at Lincolnview at 7:30 p.m.
Fort Recovery lost to Coldwa-

ter 41-7 when they played Jan. 12.

JH wrestlers roll
Jay County’s junior high

wrestling team clobbered Mon-
roe Central 64-22 Monday.
Winning by pin for the Patri-

ots were Corbin Lothridge (85),
Logan Wendel (90), Jackson
Bonifas (95), Varen Ridgeway
(150), Leighton Brown (160) and
Freddie Lingo (175). Cooper
Glassford (110) added a victory
by a 15-6 major decision as JCHS
evened its record at 5-5.
Junior varsity wins came

from Mitchell Byrum (75),
Corbin Lothrdige (95), Caleb
Sibray (132) and Gavin Ham-
brock (140).

On to the finals
The Jay County junior high

girls basketball teams each
advanced to the finals of  the
Allen County Athletic Confer-
ence Tournament with victories
Monday. In a pair of  blowouts,
the eighth graders defeated
Adams Central 41-4 and the sev-

enth graders beat South Adams
42-4.
Hallie Schwieterman racked

up 30 points to lead the Patriot
eighth grade team. Kady Allred
had seven points and Lyla Kun-
kler scored the other four.
Amelia Heath had a dozen

points to lead the Jay County
seventh graders. Elizabeth
Brunswick followed with eight
points and Chloe Brown, Emalyn
Homan, Natalie May, Gabi Petro
and Kyle Shannon each had four.

JCWC places fourth
Five individuals won champi-

onships as the Jay County
Wrestling Club finished fourth
out of  35 teams at the Defiance
Mad Dog Youth Tournament.
Jay County scored 182 points

to trail host Defiance (266),
Anthony Wayne (219) and
Napoleon (206).
Placing first for Jay County

were Eli Michael, Khoden Bentz,
Michael Owen, Bryce Vanskyock
and Porter Hatzell. Second-place
efforts came from Blake Wood,
Cage Reynolds, Jax McClain,
Jackson Bonifas and Alex Hunts-
man, and Brett Huntsman, East-
on Imel, Parker Huntsman, Eli
Shannon and Max McClain each
finished third.
Competing elsewhere, Brenna

Ruble finished second at Beech
Grove and Max Meyers and
Grant Linville each placed third
at New Haven.

Roundup ...
Continued from page 8

The largest lead of  the game
came after a Dirksen 3-pointer
and back-to-back steals and
scores by Josh Dowlen made it 15-
9 Patriots in the second quarter.
Blackford pulled back to within
three at halftime and Jay Coun-
ty’s lead was 34-33 at the end of
the third quarter, leading to the
back-and-forth final period.
The Bruins generally strug-

gled to get the ball inside against
the JCHS zone but were boosted
by a 7-of-18 effort (39%) from long
distance including five triples
from Dawson Hundley (23
points).  Morris followed with
nine points, including the four
key free throws down the stretch.
Pearson’s 12 points, 10

rebounds, four assists and two
blocks were all team highs for the
Patriots.

Junior varsity
Eli Dirksen led a blowout sec-

ond quarter that carried Jay
County to a 62-29 victory over the
Bruins.
The Patriots were up by three

after the first period before
outscoring Blackford 22-2 in the
second. Dirksen had nine of  his
game-high 13 points, including
two 3-pointers, in the period.
Trevin Dunnington joined

Dirksen in double figures with 10
points. Wes Bihn and Cole
Forthofer each added seven.
Reggie Duren’s nine points led

the Bruins. 

Stumble ...

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Dusty Pearson, a Jay County High School senior,
goes to the basket against Blackford freshman Mason
Kitterman during the first quarter Saturday. Pearson scored
12 points for the Patriots, whose three-game winning streak
came to an end with a 47-44 loss to the host Bruins.
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located at 333 Blaine
Pike (former DAV Build-

ing), Portland, IN
Thursday Afternoon

FEBRUARY 2ND , 2023 
5:00 P.M.

HOUSEHOLD GOODS
– OLD &amp; COLLEC-
TORS ITEMS – TOOLS
3 pc. entertainment cen-
ter; matching reclining
sofa and loveseat;
wood rocker; dresser

with mirror; 2 pc. china
cabinet; small lighted
curio cabinet; wood
porch swing; Fenton

candy dish with lid; Fen-
ton bells; Joe St Clair
paperweight; Shirley

Temple mugs; small hen
on nest; McCoy vases;
JEWELRY: necklaces,

rings, earrings,
brooches, and bracelets. 

metal shelves; yard
roller; hose carts; Crafts-
man lawn sweep; shov-
els; rakes; lawn chairs;
and many other items

not listed.
JUNE YOST
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 3554 W 300 N  

Thursday evening
FEBRUARY 16, 2023

6:00 P.M.
REAL ESTATE:

Property consists of a 2
Bedroom, 2 bathroom
mobile home with an

attached garage.  Mobile
home has a gas fur-

nace, hot water heater,
and a water softener.

Gas cook stove, washer
and dryer to stay with
the property.  Property
has 2 wells and a leach
bed.  Included on this

2.1 acre parcel is a 27’ x
40’ pole barn and a

pond. 
For more information

contact
LOY AUCTION 260-

726-2700.
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY
JANUARY 29TH. 2:00 –

4:00 P.M.
SHIRLEY BOLLEN-
BACHER, Deceased

LOY AUCTION
AC#31600027

Gary Loy
AU01031608

JAY COUNTY PUBLIC
LIBRARY - Applications
now being accepted for
the full-time position of
Library Assistant. Job
requires experience
working with children as
well as strong customer
service skills and atten-
tion to detail. Job
description available at
the library and on the
library’s website at
www.jaycpl.lib.in.us.
Applications accepted
until position is filled 
THE TOWN OF RED-
KEY WILL be accepting
applications for a Town
Marshal position.
Requirement, must have
training. Applications
may be picked up at
Redkey Town Hall by
calling 765-369-2711
during business hours to
make an appointment for
pick up. Office Hours are:
Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-
day, Friday from 8 am to
4 pm and Wednesday 8
am to 12 noon. 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,

Portland 260-726-8141. 

170 PETS

AKC GOLDEN
RETRIEVER PUPPIES
11 weeks old, up-to-date
on shots and wormer.
Light golden males and
dark red females avail-
able. Females:
$1200.00, Males:
$1000.00. Microchipping
included. Can meet
locally, will deliver to
Amish customers. Bar-
cusfamilybreeders.com
(765)-578-0560 York-
town, Indiana  

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

FOR RENT 3 Bed-1 bath
house located in Port-
land. Rent $600 mo.
First/last/security
deposit, NO PETS. Ref-
erences required. Renter
pays all utilities 260-368-
9079 
3 BEDROOM 2 BATH
HOUSE FOR rent. 2 car
attached garage and
fenced in back yard. Nice
neighborhood!
900/month. Renter pays
all utilities! Call 419-852-
9539 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 
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90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED
190 FARMERS
COLUMN 200 FOR RENT 250 PUBLIC NOTICE

    In order for your
advertisement to
appear in the next
day’s paper, or for
a correction or
stop order to be

made
for an ad already

appearing,
we must receive
the ad, correction

or
cancellation

before
12:00 pm

Tuesday-Friday.

Deadline for
Tuesday is 

12:00 pm on the
previous
Monday.

Deadline for
The News
and Sun is

3:00 pm Friday. 
The

Commercial

Review
309 W. Main

The Commercial Review

Newspaper Delivery
Comments or

Problems?
Call our 

Circulation
Hotline

260-251-9588
After 5:00 p.m.

Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines

Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.

Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,

Portland.
Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.

√ Out
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www.thecr.com
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 Visit Us At:  thecr.com

GET IT IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

You never know what you might find

in

The Commercial Review

Classifieds.

From a new car to a new home, to

a new job,

the Classifieds deliver!

Go to thecr.com or call  

260-726-8141

THE 

CLASSFIEDS

Find it 
Buy It
Sell It!

(260) 726-8141 

Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT

COURT
2023 TERM

In the Matter of the Unsu-
pervised 

Administration 
of the Estate of:

Earl W. Stults, Deceased
No. 38CO1-2301-EU-000005

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that
Patty Thieme was, on the
23rd day of January, 2023, ap-
pointed Personal Represen-
tative of the estate of Earl W.
Stults deceased, who died on
July 24, 2023. 
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether
or not now due, must file the
claim in the office of the
Clerk of this Court within
three (3) months from the
date of the first publication
of this notice, or within nine
(9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is
earlier, or the claims will be
forever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana,
this 26th day of January, 2023.

Jon Eads
Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana
HINKLE, RACSTER &

SCHEMENAUR                     
121 W. High Street
Portland, IN  47371

Attorney 
CR 1-31.2-7-2023 - HSPAXLP

Public Notice
TO THE OWNERS OF 

THE WITHIN DESCRIBED
REAL ESTATE AND ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES

NOTICE OF
SHERIFF'S SALE

By virtue of a certified copy of a
decree to me directed from the
Clerk of Superior Court of Jay
County, Indiana, in Cause No.
38D01-2210-MF-000017 wherein
First Financial Bank was Plain-
tiff and Lucas D. Bost and
Rachel D. Reff a/k/a Rachel D.
Ainsworth were Defendants, re-
quiring me to make the sum as
provided for in said Decree
with interest and cost, I will ex-
pose at public sale to the high-
est bidder, on the 23rd day of
February, 2023, at the hour of
10:00 AM local time or as soon
thereafter as is possible, at the
Jay County Sheriffs Depart-
ment, 120 N. Court Street, 3rd
Floor Courthouse, Portland, In-
diana 47371, the fee simple of
the whole body of Real Estate in
Jay County, Indiana.
A part of the East half of the
West half of the Northeast Quar-
ter of Section 34, Township 22
North, Range 13 East, Jay
County, Indiana, being more
particularly described as fol-
lows:

Beginning at the Northwest
corner of the East half of the
West half of the Northeast
Quarter of Section 34, Town-
ship 22 North, Range 13 East,
Jay County, Indiana; thence
N 88° 05' 01" E (assumed bear-
ing), along the North line of
said Northeast Quarter, a dis-
tance of 663.47 feet to the
Northeast corner of the West
half of said Northeast Quar-
ter; thence S 01° 18' 52" E,
along the East line of the
West half of said Northeast
Quarter, a distance of 322.80
feet; thence S 89° 02' 02" W,
along a fence line, a distance
of 663.31 feet to the West line
of the East half of the West
half of said Northeast Quar-
ter; thence N 01° 20' 24" W, a
distance of 311.80 feet to the
point of beginning. Contain-
ing 4.83 acres, more or less.
More commonly known as
4269 W 800 S, Portland, Indi-
ana 47371
Parcel No. 
38-10-34-100-007.000-024

Together with rents, issues, in-
come, and profits thereof, said
sale will be made without re-
lief from valuation or apprise-
ment laws.
"Subject to all liens, encum-
brances and easements of
record not otherwise extin-
guished in the proceedings
known as Cause 38D01-2210-MF-
000017 in the Superior Court of
the County of Jay, Indiana."

Larry R Newton Jr.
Sheriff of Jay County, Indiana

Taylor M. Hamilton 
No. 30338-10

Morgan Pottinger McGarvey
401 South Fourth Street, 

Suite 1200
Louisville, Kentucky 40202
Attorneys for Plaintiff

The Sheriff's Department does
not warrant title to this prop-
erty, nor the accuracy of the
address or legal description.
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Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Girls basketball sec-
tional opener vs. Centerville at Hamil-
ton Heights – 7 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Middle school boys

basketball vs. Minster – 5 p.m.

Thursday
Jay County — Girls swimming sec-

tional preliminaries – 5:30 p.m.; Boys
basketball (including freshmen) at
Southern Wells – 5 p.m.; Junior high
wrestling vs. South Adams – 6 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Girls basketball

vs. Minster – 6:30 p.m.; Swimm vs.
Coldwater and Versailles at South
Adams – 6 p.m.; Seventh grade boys
basketball in Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence Tournament at Coldwater – 5
p.m.

TV sports
Today

7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Los
Angeles Lakers at New York Knicks (TNT)
10 p.m. — NBA basketball: New

Orleans Pelicans at Denver Nuggets (TNT)

Wednesday
3 p.m. — College football: Reese’s

Senior Bowl practice (ESPN2)

7 p.m. — NBA basketball: Brooklyn
Nets at Boston Celtics (ESPN)
7:30 p.m. — NHL hockey: Carolina

Hurricanes at Buffalo Sabres (TNT)
10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Atlanta

Hawks at Phoenix Suns (ESPN)

Thursday
3 p.m. — College football: Reese’s

Senior Bowl practice (ESPN2)

6:30 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Illinois at Michigan (BTN)
7 p.m. — NFL football: Pro Bowl Skills

Showdown (ESPN)
7 p.m. — NBA basketball: Los Angeles

Lakers at Indiana Pacers (Bally Indiana)
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

WIsconsin at Ohio State (FS1); Michigan
at Northwestern (ESPN2)
7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Mem-

phis Grizzlies at Cleveland Cavaliers (TNT)
8:30 p.m. — Women’s college basket-

ball: Maryland at Iowa (ESPN); Michigan
State at Nebraska (BTN)
9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Washington at UCLA (FS1)
10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Los Ange-

les Clippers at Milwaukee Bucks (TNT)
11 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Washington State at USC (FS1)

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
Also advancing to the region-

al round — it will be contested
Saturday at JCHS — for the
Patriots were runners-up Grif-
fin Byrum (106), Christian Wit-
tkamp (152), Landon Mills-
Blowers (160) and Bryce Wenk
(182), along with fourth-place
finishers Juaquin Flores (195)
and Alan Ortiz (220). (The top
four athletes in each weight
class move on.)
After Byrum fell by pin to

14th-ranked Hunter Douglas of
Norwell in his title match,
Moore found himself  trailing 6-
3 as he gave up a takedown and
two-point near fall in the sec-
ond period. No. 10 Levi Johns
of  Bluffton started the third
period in the bottom position,
which proved to be his undo-
ing. Moore was able to hit a tilt
for a two-point near fall and
then tied the match with 30 sec-
onds remaining when Johns
was called for stalling.
Moore considered letting

Johns go to get back on his feet
and go for a takedown to win
the match. Instead, he held
position, hit a tilt again for a
two-point near fall in the final
five seconds for an 8-6 upset
victory and flexed in front of
the fired-up Patriot faithful.
“That’s what the sport’s

made of,” said Moore, who
handed Johns just his second
loss of  the season. “Those are
the moments I crave. That’s
what you work for in the room.
When you put it all together, it
feels nice.”
Reiley also came up big in

the closing moments of  the 132-
pound title match.
He scored first against

Adams Central’s Gavin Cook

and still led after the second
period, but gave up an escape
and a takedown in the third to
fall behind 5-3. An escape with
20 seconds left pulled him back
within one and he got a take-
down for the winning points a
moment before time expired,
celebrating his win with the
Hulk Hogan-esque hand to the
ear to incite even louder cheers
from the JCHS fans.
“That was so awesome,” said

Myers. “We talk to the kids
about continually trying to
score at the end of  periods,
whether it’s the end of  the
third or the end of  the first.
And those guys just kept
wrestling and kept wrestling
and finding a way.”
Rowles, who is undefeated,

and Clark, the team’s returning
state medalist, were dominant
throughout the day, combining
for five pins. The former need-

ed just 34 seconds to win his
championship after catching
Bradin Daniels of  Union City
in a headlock. The latter built a
5-0 lead against Blackford’s
Bryan Hernandez-Lopez in the
finals before finishing him off
with just one second left in the
first period.
Wood, who like Rowles is

unbeaten this year, blanked
Logan Uhlman of  Adams Cen-
tral in the championship

round. And Curtis was in con-
trol throughout his title bout
against Maverick Dubach of
Adams Central, with a late
takedown securing a 5-1 victo-
ry.
Rowles and Wood each

became three-time sectional
champions while Clark had the
odd accomplishment of  win-
ning his first sectional crown
after having already won a
semi-state title and state medal
last season. (He was the sec-
tional and regional runner-up a
year ago.) Reiley, who was a
sectional champion and state
qualifier as a freshman, won
his second while Curtis and
Moore each picked up their
first.
Each of  Jay County’s section-

al finals losses came by pin:
•Byrum in 4:56 to Douglas
•Wittkamp to Bellmont’s No.

8 Gavin Davis in 1:08
•Mills-Blowers in 2:30 to Silas

Loshe of  South Adams
•Wenk to Maverick Summer-

sett of  South Adams in 1:41
Flores secured a regional

berth with a pin of  Clayton
Trausch of  South Adams in the
consolation bracket before
falling to Norwell’s Tyler
Luther in the third-place
match. A forfeit from Union
City gave Ortiz his trip to
regional and he went on to lose
his third-place match to Lukas
Gehrett of  Bluffton.
The only regional misses for

the Patriots came at heavy-
weight, where Conner Specht
finished fifth and 170, where AJ
Myers, who was battling a knee
injury, lost a 7-6 decision in the
semifinals, dropped his conso-
lation match 7-2 and then took
an injury default to place sixth.

Champs ...

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Senior Ethan Reiley of Jay County controls Adams Central’s Gavin Cook during their
sectional championship match at 132 pounds Saturday. Reiley got a takedown in the closing
moments of the match to eke out a 6-5 victory for his second sectional title.



They’re in Good 
Hands Here

• Vaccines & 
Preventive Care

• Illness, Injury & 
Surgical Care

• Flea & Heartworm 
Prevention

• Allergies & 
Nutrition

Hours: 
Mon -  Fri. 8-5 p.m.

call for appt on 
Saturday

Portland Veterinary Clinic
1407 Votaw St. • Portland • 260-726-7370

http://www.portlandvet.net  • Christian Bader DVM
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Sports
Tuesday, January 31, 2023

Indians will play
Coldwater in tourney,
see Local roundup

Swimming sectional
prelims are Thursday,

see Sports on tap

Three Indian girls each
won an event. Sage Wendel
earned a pair of  victories.
Wins from Teigen

Fortkamp, Audra Bubp
and Abby Knapke led the
Fort Recovery High School
girls swim team to a sec-
ond-place finish in Satur-
day’s Coldwater Invitation-
al.
The boys team placed

fifth.
The FRHS girls scored

94.5 points to take the run-
ner-up spot while Ver-
sailles (150) ran away with
the title. New Bremen was
third in the seven-team
field with 81.
The Indian boys scored

49 points for fifth place, 4.5
behind fourth-place Mari-
on Local. Versailles won
with 169.
Fortkamp’s win in the

100-yard backstroke came
by 2.25 seconds over Ava
Shardo of  Versailles as she
finished in 1 minute, 0.68
seconds. Audra Bubp took
the 100 breaststroke by 1.29
seconds over Alayna
Rindler of  Versailles 15
1:12.94. Knapke took first
place in diving.
Wendel was dominant in

both of  his events, taking

the 100 backstroke by 3.36
seconds over Avery Rohr
of  New Bremen and the 200
freestyle by nearly seven
seconds over Dylan Dunn
of  Versailles.

FR to play Cavs
The Fort Recovery High

School girls basketball
team got an opening-round
game against Coldwater in
the sectional/district tour-
nament seeding held Sun-
day.
The Indians (5-13), who

beat Troy Christian 50-25
Saturday, received the dis-
trict No. 11 seed and will
play No. 7 seed Coldwater
in the opening round of
the Division III tourna-
ment at Lincolnview at 6
p.m. Feb. 15. An opening-
round game between No. 3
seed Parkway and No. 9
seed Wayne Trace will fol-
low.
See Roundup page 5

Tribe second in
Coldwater invite

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
HARTFORD CITY — In

their three straight victo-
ries, the Patriots had won
by an average of  27
points.
Back in a close game

for the first time since
the opening round of  the
Allen County Athletic
Conference Tournament,
they were unable to exe-
cute down the stretch.
Two turnovers and

three misses in the final
1:30 turned a three-point
lead into a three-point
loss Saturday for the Jay
County High School boys
basketball team as it fell
47-44 to the host Black-
ford Bruins.
The defeat made the

Patriots 1-4 in games
decided by five points or
fewer. They lost 29-28 to
Heritage in the ACAC
Tournament after lead-
ing by five with a minute
to go and had December
defeats to Muncie Central
(33-31) and Fort Recovery
(34-29). Their lone close
win came by a 56-51 score
over Woodlan on Dec. 2.
“You’ve got four games

now where each and
every time there’s been a
little bit different circum-
stance but the result
ended up being the
same,” said JCHS coach
Jerry Bomholt, whose
team dropped to 5-8. He
noted practice drills the
squad runs for situations
in which they are ahead,
behind and tied in the
final minute. “We go over
and over and over what
we’re trying to do, what
we want to do. So it’s not
like we haven’t done it in
practice … It’s a whole
different ball game when
the lights are on.”
In a game in which

there were a dozen lead
changes — seven of  them
came in the final quarter
— and neither team was
ever up by more than six
points, the Patriots (5-8)
pushed ahead 44-41 when
Abraham Dirksen scored
on an assist from Dusty
Pearson as the clock
ticked under two min-
utes. Blackford (7-11)
pulled back within one
on a Mason Kitterman
hoop before a flurry of
turnovers — two by Jay
County and one for the
Bruins. Ethan Morris
then hit a pair of  free
throws to push the home
team ahead.
During a Blackford

timeout, the Patriots set
up a post play to go inside
to Bennett Weitzel. He
took the ball on the right
block and spun to the
center, but his shot
bounced off  the rim and
Vince Oxley of  the Bru-
ins snagged the rebound.
Two more Morris free
throws followed for a
three-point lead.
Jay County still had

two chances to force over-
time, first setting up an
Abraham Dirksen 3-
pointer from the left cor-
ner. When it missed,
Pearson snagged the
rebound, hurried out to
the right wing and
launched another triple.
It also bounced off  the
rim and Oxley secured
the rebound as time
expired.
“It was big for our

group,” said Blackford
coach Matthew Justin.
“We’ve had guys out
throughout the season
for various reasons and
we’ve let some games slip
that we probably could
have won or we feel like
we should have. …
“For us, we’ve had a lot

of  games like that where
you just can’t find a way
to get over the hump. And
tonight, somehow, we
made enough plays to
come out with the win.”
See Stumble page 5

Patriots
stumble
late vs.
Bruins

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
The first half  of  the

championship round lined
up like a dual meet — host
Jay County vs. the section-
al all-stars.
The Patriots handled

the best of  the rest.
Jay County High School

had wrestlers in the cham-
pionship match in each of
the first eight weight
classes and 10 overall,
winning six individual
titles and qualifying all
but two of  its athletes for
the regional as it dominat-
ed its way to its first sec-
tional title in five years.
“Our guys came and

they wrestled hard and
they wrestled really well,”
said JCHS coach Eric
Myers. “I’m super proud
of  them.
“We won a lot of  big

matches. We turned some
results around in certain
places. It’s just really
exciting. I’m proud of  our
guys.
“I was just really happy

with the results.”

The Patriots left no
doubt, locking up the
team title when senior
Daniel Moore scored a
comeback win over 10th-
ranked Levi Johns of
Bluffton in the 113-pound
championship match. It
was the first of  six
straight individual titles
for the home team, with
Taye Curtis (120), No. 8
Cody Rowles (126), No. 17
Ethan Reiley (132), No. 4
Tony Wood (138) and No.
11 Cameron Clark (145)
all having their hands
raised as well.
The six wins led JCHS

to 262.5 points as it easily
topped three-time defend-
ing champion Bellmont
(216), which had three
individual champions.
Adams Central was third
in the nine-team field
with 200.5.
“I knew that our team

was definitely capable of
doing it,” said Reiley, the
only senior other than
Moore in the starting
lineup. “We’ve been dom-
inant this whole year. …
“We didn’t have the turn-

out we wanted to at team
state,” he noted — Jay
County lost in the Class 2A
team state finals to West-
ern, “but coach … said he
still believes in us …
“One of  our team goals

at the beginning of  the
year was to win sectional
and regional … because
Bellmont has beat us
every single year. So we
just had to keep going,
and we did it.”
See Champs page 7

Tourney
champs

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School junior Cody Rowles controls Bradin Daniels
of Union City with a headlock during their 126-pound sectional championship
match Saturday. Rowles pinned Daniels in 1 minute, 59 seconds, to win his
third consecutive sectional title as the Patriots scored 262.5 points for their
first team sectional championship in five years.

Jay wins
six titles
en route 
to team
victory

Local 
roundup


