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The temperature in Jay Coun-
ty climbed from a low of  29 early
in the day Tuesday to a high of
59.

Tonight’s forecast calls for a
low of  41. Rain is expected
Thursday with thunderstorms

possible after 1 p.m. and winds
gusting to 25 miles per hour. The
high will be in the upper 50s.
There is a chance of  snow late
Thursday. 

See page 2 for an extended out-
look.

Jay County Civic Theatre’s
production of  “The Laramie
Project” opens Friday. Per-
formances are 7 p.m. Friday
and Saturday and 2 p.m. Sun-
day at Arts Place in Portland
and 7 p.m. Feb. 25 at Blackford
County Arts Center. To pur-
chase tickets, visit Arts Place,
call (260) 726-4809 or go to
myartsplace.org.

Thursday — Coverage of
today’s Portland Board of  Avi-
ation meeting.

Saturday — Results from
Friday’s JCHS boys basketball
game against Norwell.

In review Coming up
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Idol concert
By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

After receiving a vari-
ance Tuesday, plans are for
Wendy’s to begin construc-
tion on a Portland restau-
rant this spring.

Portland Board of  Zon-
ing Appeals on 3-1 vote
approved a variance to
allow Wendy’s to have its
entrance/exit closer to
Meridian Street than
required by city ordinance,
clearing the way for the
fast-food restaurant fran-
chise to move forward.

The variance was
required because the
Wendy’s design presented
to Jay/Portland Building
and Planning calls for
entrances/exits on Race
Street and the alley north
of  the property to be 42 feet
from Meridian Street (U.S.
27). Portland’s zoning ordi-
nance requires such
entrances/exits to be at
least 70 feet from Meridian
Street. (It was noted during
the meeting that many
businesses along Meridian
Street were grandfathered
in when the zoning rules
were established in the late
1990s.)

Jae Schilling of  Wenzak,
the firm looking to build a
Wendy’s in Portland, and
Jay Kammeyer of  Perry
Building Contractors
explained that the size and
shape of  the lot — the 0.605
acres at 514 N. Meridian St.
is angled on the west side
where a railroad ran
through the city decades
ago — created some design
challenges.

“It was just barely big
enough for us to make it
work,” said Schilling.
“What you have to do in
this situation … is come up
with the absolute best sce-
nario you can come up
with to move traffic. …

“For this size lot, in this
position, where’s it’s locat-
ed on the road, with the
side road, there’s just not a
much better way to get traf-
fic on and off  the lot as effi-
ciently as possible and to
come up with the mini-
mum amount of  parking
space that we need to have
and to not have confusion
and cross traffic on the lot
itself.”

See Variance page 2

Board
grants
variance
for new
Wendy’s

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana teachers and education
advocates admonished state law-
makers Tuesday for reviving
multiple divisive “culture war”
bills — including one that seeks
to ban “critical race theory” from
being taught in classrooms.

Other contentious proposals
moving through the GOP-domi-
nated General Assembly would
prohibit sexually-explicit content
in school library books and force
schools to tell parents about stu-
dents’ pronouns and gender iden-
tities.

The Indiana Educational Equi-
ty Coalition rallied against those
measures at the Indiana State-
house Tuesday. The Indiana State
Teachers Association (ISTA), the
Indianapolis Urban League and
NAACP, the Indiana Latino Insti-
tute, the American Civil Liberties

Union (ACLU) of  Indiana, and
other groups are part of  the coali-
tion.

The group specifically took aim
at a bill authored by Richmond
Republican Sen. Jeff  Raatz that
would limit classroom discus-
sions about race. The proposal
targets teaching about race, sex,
gender identity, sexual orienta-
tion and other factors.

Dr. Russell J. Skiba, a professor
emeritus at Indiana University,
called Raatz’s bill a “racial gag
order” that amounts to “censor-
ship” in the classroom.

“This bill will make some chil-
dren free from hearing uncom-
fortable truths about our nation’s
history, but leave students of
color wondering why their histo-
ry and their heritage have been
wiped out of  their classroom,”
Skiba said. “That is oppression.”

See Push page 2

Teachers, advocates
push back against
‘culture war’ measures
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Movie magic
Lucy Raines plays the saxophone Sunday during the Jay County High School

band’s winter pops concert. The band closed the show with John Williams
compositions from “Star Wars,” “Duel of the Fates,” “Jurassic Park” and “E.T.”

Essential Broadcast Media/Jeff Ray

Scotty McCreery, who won the 10th season of American Idol, will be the headline performer Friday, July 14, during
the Jay County Fair. Opening for the North Carolina native will be Gabby Barrett, winner of the Academy of Country Music’s
award for new female artist of the year in 2021.

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

This is it.
Scotty McCreery is coming to

Jay County.
McCreery, the country music

artist who got his start on “Amer-
ican Idol,” was announced Tues-
day as the headliner for this
year’s Jay County Fair.

He will be the featured per-
former for a country concert Fri-
day, July 14, at the fair that will
also feature Gabby Barrett and
Jonny James. Their show is part
of  eight days of  grandstand
entertainment that also includes
We Are Messengers for a Chris-

tian music concert and bookend
demolition derbies.

Tickets for the concerts and all
other grandstand events will go
on sale at 8 a.m. Monday at jay-
countyfair.com. Stockholders
can purchase tickets at the fair
office from 8 a.m. to noon Satur-
day.

“We felt Scotty offered the
most wide range for people,” said
fair board president Aaron Loy
of  McCreery’s selection from a
list of  possible artists. “Being
somewhat younger, being on
‘American Idol,’ he has probably
the most name recognition for
the area.”

McCreery won the 10th sea-
son of  the talent search TV
show “American Idol” and his
first studio album, “Clear as
Day,” debuted at No. 1 on the
Billboard charts. His singles
released include No. 1 hits
“Five More Minutes” and
“This is It,” and his most
recent album, “Same Truck,”
was released in 2021 featuring
the title song and “Damn
Strait.”

The North Carolina native
was the 2012 Academy of  Coun-
try Music Award winner for
best new artist and had the
CMT Music Awards break-

through video of  the year for
“The Trouble with Girls.”

The board is hopeful that
McCreery will continue an
upward trend with the big coun-
try show that the event has seen
over the last couple of  years, Loy
said.

“You have to have a big name
to draw people,” he added. “We
figure that’s a way to get more
people from outside of  Jay Coun-
ty coming into to watch a con-
cert.

“We see it working the last cou-
ple of  years and the board wants
to continue doing a big show.”

See Concert page 2

McCreery to headline fair lineup



Continued from page 1
Teachers could not

“compel, promote or indoc-
trinate” the belief  that one
race is superior or inferior
to another, according to the
proposal.

Similar legislation was
filed last year but failed
after drawing protests and
heated debate at the State-
house, however.

“Unfortunately, instead
of  focusing efforts and
time on meaningful and
positive solutions for
Hoosier students related to
learning or policies that
would fix the teacher
shortage, some legislators
have made it a priority to
spend their time promot-
ing discriminatory legisla-
tion that would harm
kids,” said Keith Gambill,

president of  ISTA, the
state’s largest teachers
union.

Mounting opposition
against Raatz’s latest bill
also centers around a pro-
posed amendment that
would only prohibit teach-
ing of  concepts that are
related to “race or color.”

“This amendment now
definitely clarifies chair-
man Raatz’s true con-
cerns,” said Mark Russell,
director of  advocacy for
the Indianapolis Urban
League. 

See Push page 5
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The front desk attendant is responsible for building and maintaining
customer relations while also selling memberships and orienting
members to their available options for using the facility.

This position is responsible for providing knowledge of operations and
programs provided by the Arthur & Gloria Muselman Wellness
Pavilion.

Apply in person, online at www.swissvillage.org, or send
Resume to brianae@swissvillage.org.

FRONT DESK ATTENDANT
Arthur & Gloria Muselman Wellness Pavilion

Part Time: Varying Daytime, Evening, and Weekend Hours

Today
Kelsey, Jamie: 3 p.m., Wil-

son-Shook Funeral Home,
Dunkirk Memorial Chapel, 317
N. Main St., Dunkirk.

Thursday
Adair, Cindy: 10 a.m., Baird-

Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

May 13
Warrick, Clarice: 11 a.m.,

West Richmond Friends Meet-
ing, 609 W. Main St., Richmond.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
He said moving the eastern

Race Street entrance/exit to 70
feet from Meridian Street
would put it essentially on top
of  the western entrance and
removing any entrance/exit
would cause bottlenecks.

Following a question from
board member Kyle Cook,
director of  Jay/Portland Build-
ing and Planning John Hem-
melgarn noted that in order for
the alley north of  the restau-
rant to handle two-way traffic,
it would need to be widened to
24 feet from the current 20 feet.
Schilling said his firm would be
willing to handle the work to
widen the alley.

Those connected with sur-
rounding properties — Mike

Medler of  Medler’s Furniture
to the north, represented by
attorney Jim Forcum; Laci
Smitley, whose mother owns
property to the west; and Roy
Adams of  Adams Physical
Therapy to the northwest —
spoke against the variance
request, specifically as related
to the alley.

Forcum argued the variance
should not be granted because
eliminating the alley
entrance/exit would not create
a hardship for Wendy’s. Medler
expressed concern about  semi
trucks, which use the alley for
deliveries to his business. Smit-
ley had similar comments
about the impact on her moth-
er’s property and its tenants —
Aker Plumbing — and Adams

offered his concerns about traf-
fic and parking.

Medler also questioned the
validity of  environmental test-
ing that was done at the site,
which was once the home of
Abramson's Junk and Salvage.

City attorney Wes Scheme-
naur responded that environ-
mental testing was not in the
city’s purview because the prop-
erty is not city owned. Schilling
added that Wendy’s corporate
and lenders for the approximate-
ly $2 million project are satisfied
with the testing results.

During a lengthy discussion
in the hour-long meeting, board
member Aaron Loy said his
main concern is the creation of
a possibly dangerous traffic situ-
ation with drivers turning off  of

Meridian Street onto Race Street
and interacting with Wendy’s
traffic. Cook suggested that
Wendy’s make the north side of
its property an exit only in addi-
tion to widening the alley to 24
feet. (Wendy’s cannot dictate the
flow of  traffic on the alley itself
because the alley is public prop-
erty.)

The board eventually voted 3-1
— Lee Newman, Larry Petro and
Cook were in favor — to grant
the variance with the stipula-
tions that the north side be exit
only and the alley be widened.
Loy voted against. Connie
Roberts was absent from the
meeting.

Following the vote, Forcum
asked for the “findings of  fact”
that led to the board’s decision,

indicating an intent to appeal.
(Schemenaur said after the
meeting that an appeal would go
to Jay Circuit Court.) Under
state law, a variance can be
approved only if  the board finds
that it will “not be injurious to
the public health, safety, morals
and general welfare of  the com-
munity,” the use and value of
the adjacent property will not be
effected in a “substantially
adverse manner” and strict
application of  the ordinance
would result in “practical diffi-
culties” in use of  the property.

Schilling and Kammeyer indi-
cated a goal of  beginning con-
struction in March. The project
is estimated at 120 days to com-
plete, putting the completion
date in mid-summer.

Variance ...

Continued from page 1
Barrett, another “American Idol”

alum, was named the Academy of
Country Music Awards New
Female Artist of  the Year in 2021.
Her songs “I Hope” and “The Good
Ones” topped the U.S. country
charts.

“She’s an up and comer,” said Loy.
“She’s doing a lot of  really good
things. According to our agents,
they think this could be one of  the
best lineups they see all year.”

James is an Indiana native who
debuted with the single “Smoke” in
2021.

We Are Messengers is a Christian

band originally from Ireland. Its top
songs include “Come What May,”
“Maybe It’s OK,” “Saviour,” and
“Wholehearted.”

Gill has been in the music indus-
try for more than 20 years and is a
worship leader and songwriter.

“We started this a couple years
ago and each year it keeps growing
and growing,” said Loy of  the
Christian music night. “So we’re
feeling really good about it.”

Much of  the rest of  the grand-
stand schedule will be familiar to
regular fairgoers, with demolition
derbies on Saturdays July 8 and
July 15, autocross and straw races

Sunday, July 9, 3 Bar J Rodeo
returning after a year off  Tuesday,
July 11, and Full Throttle Monster
Trucks on July 12. The new addi-
tion to the lineup is Delaware Coun-
ty Championship Wrestling on
Monday, July 10, alongside a classic
car cruise in.

One key change is that Saturday
and Sunday grandstand events will
begin at 3 p.m. instead of  the tradi-
tional 7 p.m. The goal is to complete
events at a more reasonable hour, as
the popular demolition derbies
have run well past midnight. In con-
nection, free admission will end at
noon on the weekends.

Concert ...

Gabby Barrett is part
of the lineup for the
country music concert
July 14 during the Jay
County Fair. The
grandstand lineup also
includes a Christian
music concert headlined
by “We Are Messengers,”
two demolition derbies,
auto cross, a rodeo, a
monster truck show and
a professional wrestling
event. Tickets for
grandstand events will go
on sale Monday at
jaycountyfair.com.

Photo provided

Push ...

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................6.79
March corn ..............6.79
Wheat ......................7.56

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................6.89
March corn ..............6.92
April corn ................6.96

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................6.81
March corn ..............6.81
Beans ......................15.02
March beans ..........15.12

Wheat ...................... 7.08
July wheat ..............7.59 

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................6.74
March corn ..............6.74
Beans ......................15.05
March beans ..........15.07
Wheat ......................7.59

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.47
March corn ..............6.49
Beans ......................14.82
March beans ..........14.87
Wheat ......................7.22

Lotteries

In 399 B.C., Socrates
was sentenced to death in
Athens, Greece, for impi-
ety and corrupting
youth. A philosopher, he
became one of  the first to
debate moral and ethical
thought.

In 1898, the U.S.S.
Maine battleship sank in
the harbor of  Havana,
Cuba. More than half  of
its crew members died,
inciting violence against
Spain and leading to the
Spanish-American War,
which lasted for eight
months.

In 1933, Chicago
mayor Anton J. Cermak
was shot by a bullet
intended to kill then
United States president-
elect Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt. Cermak died three
weeks later.

In 1954, animator
Matt Groening was born
in Portland, Oregon. The

cartoonist is known for
his comic strip, “Life in
Hell,” and TV series “The
Simpsons” and “Futura-
ma.”

In 1965, Canada adopt-
ed its present national
flag, which depicts a
maple leaf  and colors
across the region.

In 1979, Leon Spinks
became heavyweight
boxing champion of  the
world after he defeated
Muhammad Ali.

In 1989, Soviet Union
president Mikhail Gor-
bachev pulled troops
from Afghanistan. The
country had occupied
Afghanistan since 1979.

In 2005, Youtube
launched in the United
States. The website creat-
ed to share and view
videos now is the second-
most visited online
address.

— The CR

CR almanac

57/24 32/20 45/32 50/36 50/31
Rain is

expected
Thursday with
90% chance
of showers
and afternoon
thunder-
storms.

There’s a
40% chance
of showers
Monday
under mostly
cloudy skies.

Sunday’s
forecast
shows mostly
sunny skies
with a high of
50 degrees.

Partly
sunny skies
are in the fore-
cast for Friday
with a high of
32 degrees.

Saturday’s
weather looks
to be sunny
with a low
around 32
degrees.

Thursday
2/16

Friday
2/17

Saturday
2/18

Sunday
2/19

Monday
2/20

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $57

million

Mega Millions
23-24-35-40-43
Mega Ball: 1
Megaplier: 3
Estimated jackpot: $84

million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 9-0-3
Daily Four: 3-1-2-2
Quick Draw: 7-8-9-42-

43-47-48-49-50-55-61-62-63-
65-68-73-74-77-78-80

Evening
Daily Three: 5-6-5
Daily Four: 6-3-0-0

Quick Draw: 2-3-11-13-
16-17-21-23-37-41-52-57-58-
59-61-64-67-77-78-80

Cash 5: 22-30-32-42-44
Estimated jackpot:

$85,000

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 2-8-4
Pick 4: 8-1-8-0
Pick 5: 3-8-1-0-7
Evening
Pick 3: 1-7-6
Pick 4: 0-8-4-2
Pick 5: 0-1-4-5-3
Rolling Cash: 1-12-14-

19-26
Estimated jackpot:

$130,000

Today
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Aviation, air-
port, 661 W. 100 North.

Thursday
6 p.m. — Redkey Town

Council, park cabin, 200
S. Mooney St.

6 p.m. — Jay County
Board of  Zoning Appeals,
Community Resource
Center, 118 S. Meridian
St., Portland.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
PORTLAND ROTARY

CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday at Harmo-
ny Cafe, 121 N. Meridian St. 

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call Pastor Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.
Thursday

CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

EN AVANT CLUB —
Meets at 1 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month.

ORGAN TRANSPLANT
SUPPORT GROUP — Will
meet at 3 p.m. on the third
Thursday of  each month
in the IU Health Blackford
main conference room.

JAY COUNTY HUMANE
SOCIETY — Will meet at
5:30 p.m. the third Thurs-
day of  each month at Jay
County Public Library. The
public is welcome.

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet at 6:30
p.m. the third Thursday of
the month at Portland
Lions Civic Center, 307 W.
100 North. 

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through

miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winches-
ter, in community room 1.
For more information, call
Kimberly Sibery at (765)

964-6075 or Nikki Bosworth
at (765) 584-6452.

Friday
DUNKIRK HISTORICAL

SOCIETY — Is open from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the first

and third Friday of  each
month in the former W.E.
Gaunt Jewelry building,
113 S. Main St., Dunkirk.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

  
   

  
    
     

   
                         

 

TAX 
GUIDE

327 South Main St
Dunkirk, IN 47336

765-768-5775
RANDO5755@YAHOO.Com

B & B TAX SERVICE
Small Fees & Friendly Service!!
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Portland, IN 47371

108 S. Meridian Street
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E     ECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK

AX# 765-381-1017F
260-729-7973

Portland, IN 47371
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Optimists read
Portland Evening Optimist charter members Leland and Judy LeMaster read

“The Little Engine that Could” to Jay County preschoolers to celebrate Optimist Day
Feb. 2. Books were donated to the children.

Blackford County Arts Center
is offering three art classes this
month.

Beginning Oil Painting starts
at 5 p.m. Thursday. The class
offers guidance for those new to
painting on canvas or picking
up an old skill.

Beginning Creating Writing
starts at 10 a.m. Saturday, and it
offers students prompts to write
poems, creative nonfiction or
start a novel.

Phone-Friendly Photography,
a class for beginner photogra-
phers, begins at 2 p.m. Feb. 28. It
demonstrates how to take quali-

ty pictures with phones and dig-
ital cameras.

To register, visit myart-
splace.org or call arts center
director Lylanne Musselman
(765) 348-4154. 

Email bcac@myartsplace.org
to answer questions.

Top 50
Ball State University recently

announced recipients of  its
awards for the top ranking stu-
dents.

Making the top 50 was senior
Katelyn Harris, a pre-medical
preparation major from Portland.

The award recognizes 100 out-
standing junior and senior under-
graduates nominated for repre-
senting the spirit of  beneficence.
Recipients are invited to an
awards ceremony March 25 at
Ball State Alumni Center and at 3
p.m. April 5 in Emens Auditori-
um.

Arts center offers classes
Taking
Note

DEAR ABBY: My married
friend is a swinger. She says her
husband’s sex drive has
declined lately, but it hasn’t. He
keeps trying to get me to talk
“naughty” with him, but I
always refuse. To me, that
would be betraying my friend.
He has encouraged her to get a
live-in girlfriend for herself. I
asked her what she thinks
would happen if  she did and he
decided to do the same. She
doesn’t believe he would, but I
do.

Abby, I value our friendship.
If  I tell her about his late-night
habits, it would hurt her. If  I
don’t and she finds out, it will
also hurt her. He always apolo-
gizes after each attempt. Apolo-
gies mean nothing if  he contin-
ues to repeat his actions. Lately,
I have avoided spending time
with her because of  his late-
night requests. What should I
do? — TURNED OFF IN THE
SOUTH

DEAR TURNED OFF: Tell
him his advances are not
welcome and to stop calling
you, and that if  he doesn’t,
you will tell your friend. If
he persists, inform your
friend how long this has
been going on and that you
have been reluctant to tell
her, but it has reached the
point that it is making you
not want to be around her
either. After that, the ball
will be in her court.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My adult son is

married with a newborn son. I
recently learned that he is the
victim of  spousal abuse. He was
keeping it a secret from us, but
we found out when authorities
became involved. My son loves
his wife and wants to make it
work. I have no idea how to nav-

igate holidays and special occa-
sions when we will see them.
Knowing your adult son is
being harmed by his wife, how
would you interact with this
woman? — UNEASY IN ARI-
ZONA

DEAR UNEASY: Be glad
that the fact your daughter-
in-law is a spousal abuser is
now on record. Before the
next holidays, you and your
husband should have a talk
with your son about why he
has tolerated the abuse and
WHAT HIS OPTIONS ARE. Is
she so out of  control that she
could hurt the baby in a fit
of  rage? Are they receiving
counseling? Has he spoken to
an attorney about this? 

A support group your son
would find helpful is Stop
Abuse for Everyone
(stopabuseforeveryone.org).
Once he gets in touch, he will
realize that he’s far from the
only husband who has been
battered. He also needs to
know you are there for him
regardless, so when the holi-
days roll around, be “cor-
dial” — and keep your eyes
open.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was found-
ed by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Dear
Abby

Friend’s spouse
shares desires
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Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from Feb. 16, 2005.
Jack loved telling stories about
his exploits at Hoosier State Press
Association events over the years.
But far more than that, as you’ll
read here, he loved his hometown.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

I was lost.
Coming home from a state

press association conference in
Indianapolis, I’d avoided the
tried-and-true route home.

And I’d gotten lost.
Part of  that was intentional, I

guess. It’s always fun to take a
more leisurely approach to what
can become a routine trip. Over
the years, I’ve often found myself
going to Indy via interstates and
coming home via county roads.

But this time I was lost.

My first mistake was to won-
der how much Carmel had been
transformed since the last time I
passed through. The answer was
that it had changed enough I did-
n’t recognize the place.

Moving north from the I-465
loop, I found myself  in unfamil-
iar territory and figured I’d have
to rely upon the old go-north-a-
bit then go-east-a-bit method of
working my way back to Jay
County.

I guess I expected the clutter
and sprawl of  the greater metro-
politan Indianapolis area.

What I hadn’t counted on was
the sameness of  it all.

Beige subdivision after beige
subdivision filled the landscape.
Every retail outlet was a nation-
al chain. I could have been in the
middle of  Indiana or the middle
of  Iowa or the middle of  a dozen
other states for that matter.

Character, that overlooked
something which gives the best
small towns a unique feel all
their own, was nowhere to be
found.

Instead, there were overpriced
cookie-cutter houses and bloated
McMansions.

All of  them carried pricetags
that would choke any Jay County
homebuyer; we’re all accus-

tomed to getting plenty of  house
for the money. But folks were
paying for location, location,
location; Carmel and Fishers are
apparently where they want to
be.

Heading east, feeling my way
through a part of  Hamilton
County that I used to know well
35 years ago, I found myself  mut-
tering under my breath, “You
couldn’t pay me enough to live
here.”

Too much traffic. Too much
sprawl. Too much ugliness. Too
much sameness. And too darned
many people.

I looked down the street of  yet
another beige subdivision as I
drove past. In every driveway sat
either a mini-van or an SUV. I
wondered if  people occasionally
found themselves walking up to

the wrong front door; they all
looked so much alike.

Years ago, back in college, I
remember talking with friends
who had grown up in the sub-
urbs. They loved it.

It never occurred to them that
they were missing something.

And when I told them about
growing up in a small town,
where every house on the block
looked different, where bankers
and truck drivers lived across
the street from one another,
where I knew kids from virtually
every social and economic back-
ground, they looked at me as if  I
had lost my mind.

That’s OK.
They saw it their way. I saw it

mine.
Guess I’m still crazy after all

these years.

Small towns are something special

By MICHAEL FELSEN
Progressive Perspectives
Tribune News Service

Workers across this country just
got a big boost, and from an unlikely
source: the Department of  Homeland
Security. How’s that?

There are about 11 million unau-
thorized immigrants in the United
States. They’re not recent arrivals in
this country. A majority of  them have
been here for a decade or more. Many
have families. And they’re workers,
around 8 million of  them, who pick
and process the food we eat, cook in
our restaurants, care for our elderly
and infirm, and build our homes.
They help keep our economy run-
ning, and they pay billions in taxes.
They’re integral members of  our
communities.

And yet, far too many of  these
workers have been consigned to live
in fear. They often find jobs with
unscrupulous employers, eager to
exploit their undocumented status.
They’re paid subminimum wages,
with no overtime pay; sometimes
they don’t get paid at all. They’re sub-
jected to unsafe conditions, and if
they get injured on the job and go to
the hospital, they’re told to report
that they got hurt at home.

All these employer practices are
illegal. Workers, whether document-
ed or not, are entitled to the protec-
tions that many federal and state laws
provide. This keeps the standards
uniform for all workers, so employers
don’t have a special incentive to hire
those who are undocumented. But
immigrant workers without work
authorization stay quiet and endure
illegality and abuse, fearing the
dreaded “call to ICE” that bad
employers threaten to make.

And while undocumented workers
suffer, their fellow “legal” workers do,
too.They see that asserting rights is
perilous. Wages are depressed, safety
hazards go unaddressed, organizing

for better conditions is stifled. This is
bad news for all workers.

Hence, whether workers actually
receive the protections the laws prom-
ise depends significantly on how the
DHS — specifically, Immigration and
Customs Enforcement — treats
undocumented workers. It’s not hard
to fathom that when ICE’s enforce-
ment policy prioritizes workplace
raids aimed at detaining and deport-
ing unauthorized immigrants, as it
did under George W. Bush and Don-
ald Trump, worker vulnerability and
worker mistreatment are magnified.
The culture of  fear engendered by
such policies is hard to break.

The Obama administration recog-
nized this and ended workplace
raids, focusing instead on border
apprehensions, removal of  immi-
grants with criminal records and
“paper raids” that investigated
employers. It also implemented an
agreement between its Department
of  Labor and ICE. Under the agree-
ment, ICE agreed to stay out of  DOL’s
way when it was doing worker pro-
tection enforcement and would
assess whether tips from employers
were intended to retaliate against
workers or “otherwise frustrate the
enforcement of  labor laws.”

Obama’s efforts to provide some
protections for undocumented work-
ers came to a screeching halt when
his successor, Trump, effectively
declared war on undocumented
immigrants. Workplace terror, damp-
ened at least a bit under Obama,
returned.

Under Biden, the pendulum has
swung again, decisively, in workers’
favor. Since day two of  his adminis-
tration, DHS Secretary Alejandro
Mayorkas has made clear that
undocumented workers aren’t in his
agency’s crosshairs. He’s repeated
that message multiple times, recog-
nizing the contributions of  the mil-
lions of  undocumented workers
“who work on the frontlines in the
battle against COVID…teach our
children, do back-breaking farm
work to help deliver food to our
table….” Hence, he pledged to adopt
immigration enforcement policies
that would support “the important
work of  the Department of  Labor
and other government agencies to
enforce wage protections, workplace
safety, labor rights, and other laws
and standards.”

True to that commitment, and
beginning on Jan. 13, DHS offered a
clear means by which undocument-
ed workers who assist a labor inves-
tigation could request temporary
immigration relief  and work
authorization. Broad reform of  our
immigration laws, and a path to citi-
zenship for our millions of  unautho-
rized immigrants, remains a critical
need. Nevertheless, with the path
that DHS has now provided, undocu-
mented workers and their advocates
have notched a huge victory.

As we await further progress
toward reform, let’s hope we’ve seen
the last swing of  this pendulum. For
the benefit of  all workers — docu-
mented or not.

••••••••••
Felsen concluded a 39-year career

as an attorney with the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Labor by serving as New
England Regional Solicitor from
2010-2018. He is currently senior advi-
sor with Justice at Work and Strate-
gic Enforcement Advisor with the
Workplace Justice Lab at Rutgers
University.

Workers’ voices just got stronger
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Tribune-Star (Terre Haute) 
Hoosiers are not clamor-

ing to let political parties
control their local school
board elections.

Instead, the effort to
fully politicize oversight
of  Indiana’s community
schools is being pushed by
a faction in the national
Republican Party. It is
meant to spread the GOP’s
reach into local class-
rooms.

House Bill 1428 puts the
national Republican Party
a step closer toward its
bosses dictating support
of  certain school board
candidates and the deci-
sions made once they get
elected. Indiana’s history
of  nonpartisan school
board elections would end
and be replaced by a
patchwork system. Each
of  Indiana’s 300 school dis-
tricts would have to decide
whether to do what the
GOP wants — require
school board candidates to
wear a political party
label — or to keep the non-
partisan format. Districts
would make that decision
through a voter referen-
dum or through the school
board.

The Indiana House’s
elections committee voted
6-4 along party lines
Wednesday to endorse and
advance the bill.

The element of  allowing
local districts to decide
whether to politicize school
board elections is slightly
more palatable than simi-
lar bills that would force
every Hoosier school board
candidate to pick a party or
take on the uphill task of
running as an independ-
ent. Neither version is nec-
essary, though.

“This bill is a solution
looking for a problem,”
said Terry Spradlin, exec-
utive director of  the Indi-
ana School Boards Associ-
ation, in testimony before
the committee Wednesday,
as reported by the Indiana
Capital Chronicle.

Indiana’s existing sys-
tem of  nonpartisan school
board elections allows
people who are not overtly
political to serve in that
job. Voters base their deci-
sions on candidates’ com-
ments and stances on
issues, shared in public
forums, candidate inter-
views and neighborhood
interactions. The claim
that attaching a party
label to these folks will
increase “transparency”
is a ruse. Party affiliations
would box candidates into
a set of  stances dictated by
party bosses.

It also is quite likely
that many partisan school
board candidates would
skip popular candidate

forums, just as many
Republicans in partisan
races do now. Voters’
knowledge of  such candi-
dates would then be limit-
ed to an “R” or “D” —
essentially a stereotype.

Partisan school boards
also could base hiring
decisions on the suspected
party affiliations of  teach-
ers, principals, counselors
and other staff.

It is fascinating, too,
that the Republicans are
offering to allow a deci-
sion on adopting partisan
school board elections to
be made on a local level.
That same party, which
holds supermajority dom-
inance in the Indiana Gen-
eral Assembly, has for
years rejected attempts by
cities and counties to
adopt their own ordi-
nances on plastic bags,
gun violence, the mini-
mum wage, housing and
other local real issues
because a “patchwork” of
local rules would “con-
fuse” people.

But in this case, a patch-
work is apparently OK.

Lawmakers are pushing
this idea forward to follow
a national party plan to
further social wars meant
to inflame voters. Average
Hoosiers are not asking
for this. People in several
states — Florida,
Arkansas, Montana, Ken-
tucky and others — are
getting drawn into the
scheme, too.

Currently, 41 states
maintain nonpartisan
school board elections.
There is no good reason
for Indiana to drop off
that list.

Elections should
stay non-partisan

Guest
Editorial

Back 
in the
Saddle

Voters base
their decisions
on candidates’

comments
and stances
on issues,
shared in

public forums,
candidate

interviews and
neighborhood
interactions.

Michael
Felsen



The Commercial Review
Wednesday, February 15, 2023 Local/Nation Page 5

First in three
Jay County High School’s

academic team took first
place in three disciplines
Tuesday as it competed in
its first in-person Eastern
Indiana Academic League
meet of  the season at Ran-
dolph Southern. (Its previ-
ous two meets were held
virtually.)

The team’s wins came in
English, science and social
studies.

Alex Ardizzone was in
two of  the three first-place
groups, joining Duston
Muhlenkamp and Khutso
Mutheketel in science and
Barbare Aliashvili and
Brooke Stauffer in social
studies. The English team
is made up of  Lina Boyno-
va, Raine Keen, Emma
LeMaster and Ella Stock-
ton.

Stacy Fomina, Puhiza
Shemsedini, Ardizzone,

Boynova, Keen and Stock-
ton were second in inter-
disciplinary.

The team will host the
Eastern Indiana Academ-
ic League conference
meet at 5:30 p.m. Feb. 27
in the JCHS auxiliary
gym.

Rear collision
Damage is estimated

between $5,000 and
$10,000 after a Redkey

woman crashed into the
back of  a semi truck on
Indiana 67 about 12:20
p.m. Tuesday.

Mary J. Eley, 50, was
driving her 2007 Pontiac
Torrent northeast on the
highway near  Tyson
Road when she hit the
back of  a semi driving in
front of  her. The semi did-
n’t stop. Eley told police
the driver likely didn’t
know he had been hit.

Continued from page 2
“This legislation is a solution in

search of  a problem.”
The bill was scheduled to be heard

in the Senate Education Committee
Wednesday but was pulled from the
agenda late Tuesday night.

Raatz, who chairs the committee,
said in a written statement to the
Indiana Capital Chronicle earlier
Tuesday that his priority “is to
ensure our students are receiving
the best possible education.”

“I want our classrooms to be a
place where all children can learn
and thrive, and we will continue
having conversations about the best
way to achieve that,” Raatz said.

Last year’s unsuccessful anti-
“critical race theory” (CRT) legisla-
tion stalled and died in what
appeared to be an ideological split
in the Republican supermajority. 

Provisions in that bill would have
prohibited classroom instruction
about “divisive topics” that might
cause “discomfort” in some stu-
dents. It also included a ban on the
teaching of  racist concepts or ideas
that some people may find “unwel-
come, disagreeable, or offensive.”

Such language is not included in
the latest proposal, however.

Gambill maintained that parents,
students, educators and community

allies will return to the Statehouse
again this year to unite against
Raatz’s bill — and others — that pro-
mote “dangerous ideas in class-
rooms.”

“We can, again, successfully stop
these attacks if  we all do our part in
pushing back on these discriminato-
ry ideologies,” he said.

Gambill said lawmakers should
instead focus their efforts around
proposals like House Bill 1637,
which would increase certain schol-
arship amounts in an effort to
attract more students into teaching
— particularly black, indigenous
and people of  color (BIPOC).

“Across our races, backgrounds
and genders, we all want the same
thing — great public schools for
every student. We want students to
have the freedom to be themselves
and pursue their dreams,” he said.
“But today, some politicians are
pushing laws that restrict our free-
doms. They fuel division among par-
ents by pushing laws that erase our
history — from Selma to Stonewall
— and target and punish educators
for doing their job.”

Ivan Douglas Hicks, senior minis-
ter at First Baptist Church North
Indianapolis, said Raatz’s bill is
“ignorant” and emphasized the
need for Hoosier students to be edu-

cated about all aspects of  history —
not just some.

“It is ignorant to think that a soci-
ety is going to be better when you
whitewash history and teach chil-
dren that nothing ever happened
that has led them to be in the cir-
cumstance they are in today,” Hicks
said. “We will not stand for it.”

Numerous bills filed this ses-
sion additionally target transgender
students and attempt to legislate
around gender identity issues.

Buried in a separate school
accreditation bill authored by Raatz
is a provision that mandates teach-
ers and school employees to report
to the school if  a student indicates
that they want to change their
“name, attire, pronoun, title, or
word to identify the student in a
manner that is inconsistent with
the student’s biological sex at
birth.”

School employees would also have
to report if  a student expresses hav-
ing “conflicted feelings about … or
difficulty handling or coping with”
their gender identity or gender
expression. 

••••••••••
Indiana Capital Chronicle is an

independent, nonprofit news organi-
zation. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

By MARK NIQUETTE
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Nikki Haley, a former South
Carolina governor and Donald
Trump’s ambassador to the Unit-
ed Nations, announced she was
challenging the former president
for the Republican Party’s presi-
dential nomination, claiming the
mantle of  younger leadership.

“It’s time for a new generation
of  leadership — to rediscover fis-
cal responsibility, secure our bor-
der, and strengthen our country,
our pride and our purpose,”
Haley said in a video Tuesday
announcing her run.

Haley, 51, is the first after
Trump to jump into the race,
hoping to carve out a lane as a
fresh face in a party that has suf-
fered losses in recent elections.

But that lane is likely to be
crowded.

Several Republicans are
expected to challenge Trump,
including Florida Gov. Ron
DeSantis, 44, and South Carolina
Sen. Tim Scott, 57.

Haley is highlighting the con-
trast with President Joe Biden,
80, who is expected to seek a sec-
ond term, and Trump, 76, who is
trying to return to the White
House after losing a reelection
bid in 2020 that was capped by his
supporters waging a deadly riot
on the U.S. Capitol to overturn his
defeat.

But she faces an uphill battle to
dethrone Trump without a large
national profile and a history of
waffling on her former boss. A
Jan. 24 Emerson College poll
showed Trump with 55% of  the

vote in a potentially crowded pri-
mary field, with DeSantis at 29%,
former Vice President Mike
Pence at 6% and Haley at just 3%.

A Monmouth University Poll
released last week showed Trump
and DeSantis as the clear prefer-
ences among GOP voters right
now, with Haley and other poten-
tial candidates mentioned by only
a handful of  survey participants.

Haley has flip-flopped on the
former president, who, though
weakened, maintains a signifi-
cant grip on the GOP. She
opposed him in 2016 before join-
ing his administration, and she
criticized Trump for his role in
the Jan. 6 insurrection before say-
ing in 2021 that she wouldn’t run
in 2024 if  Trump did. But she laid
the groundwork for a presidential
run last year, including actively

campaigning for GOP candidates
across the U.S., and said the dis-
appointing Republican midterm
performance altered the land-
scape.

“Republicans have lost the pop-
ular vote in seven out of  the last
eight presidential elections. That
has to change,” Haley said in the
video.

The daughter of  Indian immi-
grants, Haley was the youngest
and first minority female gover-
nor in the country when she was
elected in South Carolina in 2010.
She regularly touts the state’s
unemployment rate reaching a
15-year low during her tenure
with aggressive economic devel-
opment.

Republican pollster Whit Ayres
notes Haley does have some
advantages. She was a popular

and successful governor from an
early primary state who’s one of
the few to leave the Trump
administration with their reputa-
tions enhanced, he said. But a lot
of  her success as a presidential
candidate will depend on how
much money she can raise and
what kind of  reception she gets
on the campaign trail, he said.

Her leadership PAC, Stand for
America, raised $17.5 million
over the last two years. That total
was more than she raised in her
two gubernatorial campaigns,
when she took in $8.4 million in
2014 and $3.8 million in 2010, state
records show. Stand for America
ended 2022 with $2 million in the
bank after spending $15.5 million,
including donations to federal
and state campaigns of  almost
$617,000.

Haley launches presidential bid

Push ...
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LOOKING TO SELL your
Home? Save time &
money, connect with the
Top Agents in your area
to get more MONEY and
close FASTER! Call 317-
854-9781
NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
SWITCH AND save up to
$250/year on your talk,
text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text
with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service.
Limited time offer - get
$50 off on any new
account. Use code
GIFT50. For more infor-
mation, call 1-855-572-
5165
WESLEY FINANCIAL
Group, LLC - Timeshare
Cancellation Experts -
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational pack-
age and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 

WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Free Estimate.
Metal roofing & more.
260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 
PIANO Love to play the
piano? If your good, play
for fun and cash. If inter-
ested call 812-489-8490  

90 SALE CALENDAR

MARION YOUNG
FARMERS 

Consignment Auction
Mercer Landmark,
Chickasaw, Ohio

Between U.S. Rt. 127 &
New Bremen
on St. Rt. 274

SATURDAY,MARCH 18
10 A.M.

PLEASE CONSIGN
YOUR EQUIPMENT
WITH ONE OF THE

FOLLOWING:
Todd Bertke – 419-230-

1705
Brad Rindler – 419-584-

6356
Please call by Feb. 17 to

Assure Advertising
WE WILL BE TAKING IN

EQUIPMENT
THURSDAY & FRIDAY

before the sale
No items Will be Con-
signed Saturday Morn-

ing
COLDWATER AUCTION

SERVICE

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 3554 W 300 N  

Thursday evening
FEBRUARY 16, 2023

6:00 P.M.
REAL ESTATE:

Property consists of a 2
Bedroom, 2 bathroom
mobile home with an

attached garage.  Mobile
home has a gas fur-

nace, hot water heater,
and a water softener.

Gas cook stove, washer
and dryer to stay with
the property.  Property
has 2 wells and a leach
bed.  Included on this

2.1 acre parcel is a 27’ x
40’ pole barn and a

pond. 
For more information

contact
LOY AUCTION 260-

726-2700.
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY
JANUARY 29TH. 2:00 –

4:00 P.M.
SHIRLEY BOLLEN-
BACHER, Deceased

LOY AUCTION
AC#31600027

Gary Loy
AU01031608

PART-TIME INSERTER
POSITION

AVAILABLE Hours vary
each week. Apply at:

The Commercial Review
Tuesday-Friday 8:00
a.m.-4:00 p.m. No
phone calls please 

PORTLAND POLICE
DEPARTMENT is now
hiring for a Full-time Offi-
cer.  Taking applications
through February 17th.
Starting pay for Full-Time
officer $50,131.00 lateral
transfer and bonus
$5000.00 between 3
years. Benefits include;
paid holidays, vacation,
sick and personal days,
health, vision, and dental
insurance, PERF, and life
insurance. Agility test will
be held February 18th.
Must be 21 years old to
apply. Pick up applica-
tions at the police depart-
ment till 5pm or print a
copy off  our website:
thecityofportland.net.  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

T   
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  Public Notice
Wabash Township, Jay County, Indiana

Cash and Investments Combined Statement - 2022
Beg. Cash End Cash

Local Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.
Fund Name Jan 1, 2022 Receipts Disbursements Dec 31, 2022

Number
Governmental Activities
Governmental Activities

0061 Rainy Day $7,890.34 $6,700.00 $6,000.00 $8,590.34
1 Fire Fighting $112.48 $15,121.03 $14,810.00 $423.51
2 Township $27,637.75 $17,490.84 $20,194.41 $24,934.18
3 Township Assistance $10,270.76 $0.00 $1,235.96 $9,034.80
Total All Funds $45,911.33 $39,311.87 $42,240.37 $42,982.83

State of Indiana
SS: Jay County
I, Jason M. Rosenbeck, Trustee of Wabash Township, Jay County, Indiana, do solemnly affirm under the
penalty of perjury that the preceding report is complete, true and correct; that the sum with which I
am charged in this report are all of the sums received by me; and that the various items of expenditures
credited have been fully paid in the sums stated; that such payments were made without express or
implied agreement that any portion thereof shall be retained by or repaid to me or any other person.
I further affirm that a complete and detailed annual report, together with all accompanying vouchers
showing the names of persons having been paid money by the township, have been filed as required
by law in the office of the County Auditor, and that copies of such annual report are in custody of the
Township Board and the State Board of Accounts.  Said report is subject to inspection by any taxpayer
of the township.
Jason M. Rosenbeck, Wabash Township Trustee
Telephone:260-251-9848
Date this report was to be published February 15, 2023
Subscribed and sworn (or affirmed) to before me, the Chairman of the Township Board of Wabash
Township at its annual meeting this 2nd day of February, 2023
Sarah M. Davidson, Wabash Township Board Chairman
This report was received, accepted, and approved by the Township Board at its annual meeting, this
2nd day of February, 2023.
Wabash Township Board:
Jane Martin, Beverly Westgerdes
CR-2-15-2023-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
Alcohol & Tobacco 

Commission
LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

The Alcohol Beverage Board of
Jay County, Indiana will hold a
public hearing at 11:00 am on
February 28, 2023 at the 
Court House, Auditorium,    in
the city of Portland in said
county, to investigate the pro-
priety of holding an alcoholic 
beverage permit by the appli-
cants listed herein to wit:

DL3822501 Beer Wine &

Liquor Drug Store RE-
NEWAL
WALMART STORES EAST
LP 950 WEST VOTAW ST
Portland IN
D/B/A WALMART # 2388
TIM SKINNER 3201 NW AVI-
GNON WAY  Bentonville,
President
DAVID READING 6500 S
44TH  Bentonville, Secretary
DL3833132 Beer Wine &

Liquor Package Store NEW
RJ BEVERAGE, INC. LOCA-
TION PENDING  Pennville
IN
KIRANJIT BAWA 3333
DEER LAKE DR  South
Bend, President

JASKARAN SINGH 4848
SKYE CT  South Bend, Sec-
retary

RR3839677 Wine Retailer 
Restaurant NEW
REDKEY BLACKSMITHS
LLC 120 West High Street
Redkey IN
D/B/A VALHALLA AXE
HALL

CR 1-11-2023 HSPAXLP
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Local schedule
Today

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball
sectional opening round vs. Coldwater
at Lincolnview – 6 p.m.

Thursday
Jay County — Boys swimming hosts

sectional preliminaries – 5:30 p.m.;
Junior high wrestling at Muncie South-
side – 5:30 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Wrestling in IHSAA

State Finals at Gainbridge Fieldhouse –
2 p.m.; Boys basketball (including
freshmen) vs. Norwell – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Swimming district
meet at Bowling Green State Universi-
ty – 10 a.m.; Boys basketball vs. New
Bremen – 6 p.m.

TV sports
Today

3 p.m. — Soccer: UEFA Champions
League – Chelsea at Borussia Dort-
mund (CBS)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Minnesota at Michigan State (BTN)
7 p.m. — NBA basketball: Chicago

Bulls at Indiana Pacers (Bally Indiana)
7 p.m. — NHL hockey: Chicago

Blackhawks at Toronto Maple Leafs
(TNT)

7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Miami
Heat at Brooklyn Nets (ESPN)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Indiana at Northwestern (BTN);
Arkansas at Texas A&M (ESPN2)

9:30 p.m. — NHL hockey: Colorado
Avalanche at Minnesota Wild (TNT)

10 p.m. — Men’s college basket-

ball: Boise State at Colorado State
(FS1)

10 p.m. — NBA basketball: New
Orleans Pelicans at Los Angeles Lak-
ers (ESPN)

Thursday
6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-

ball: Purdue at Maryland (BT)
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Houston at SMU (ESPN2)
7 p.m. — Women’s college basket-

ball: Louisville at Notre Dame (ESPN)
7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Mil-

waukee Bucks at Chicago Bulls (TNT)
8:30 p.m. — Women’s college bas-

ketball: Michigan at Indiana (BTN)
9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Ohio State at Iowa (ESPN2)
9 p.m. — NHL hockey: New Jersey

Devils at St. Louis Blues (ESPN)
10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Los

Angeles Clippers at Phoenix Suns (TNT)
11 p.m. — Men’s college basket-

ball: California at USC (FS1)

Friday
6:30 p.m. — Men’s college hockey:

Minnesota at Penn State (BTN)
7 p.m. — NBA basketball: All-Star

Celebrity game (ESPN)
7:30 p.m. — Auto racing: NASCAR

Craftsman Truck Series – NextEra Ener-
gy 250 (FS1)

9 p.m. — NBA basketball: All-Star
Rising Stars (TNT)

9 p.m. — Men’s college hockey:
Michigan State at Wisconsin (BTN)

9 p.m. — NHL hockey: Los Angeles
Kings at Anaheim Ducks (ESPN)

10 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Air Force at Wyoming (FS1)

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
“These guys just have an

opportunity at an experience
that they’ll never forget. It’s just
a really special thing for those
guys to be able to experience, to
go down to Gainbridge Field-
house and get on the floor, walk
in the parade of  champions … 

“It’s something that you
would like your whole team to
have the opportunity to experi-
ence. I’m just happy that these
guys are able to do it.”

The Patriots’ four state quali-
fiers tie them for eighth-most
this year, trailing No. 3 Center
Grove (12), top-ranked Crown
Point (11), No. 2 Brownsburg
(nine), No. 4 Cathedral (6), and
No. 10 Warren Central, No. 13
Mishawaka and Merrillville all
with five.

Wood, Clark and Rowles will
be in the first half  of  the split
session that begins at 2 p.m.,
with 152-pounder Wittkamp to
follow in the second half  at 5:30
p.m.

Those who win their first-
round matches clinch a state
medal and advance to compete
in the quarterfinals at 9 a.m.
Saturday, with semifinals, con-
solation matches and finals to
follow.

Wood (41-0) leads the JCHS
contingent after winning the
138-pound semi-state champi-
onship Saturday at Allen Coun-
ty War Memorial Coliseum in
Fort Wayne.

He has been to the state finals
twice. He has not won a match
there yet.

His goal this weekend?

“The state title,” Wood said. “I
want to go under those lights,
win that finals match.”

He has a legitimate chance to
be there.

Wood, who is ranked fourth in
the state, will wrestle Cathe-
dral’s 10th-ranked Max McGin-
ley (35-9) in the opening round
Friday. His possible quarterfinal
opponents are No. 11 Lucas
Clement (37-6) of  Merrillville
and No. 9 Reese Courtney (33-8)

of  Center Grove. He could face
either No. 5 Jeffrey Huyvaert
(48-1) of  New Prairie or No. 6
Michael Major (25-0) of  Carmel
in the semifinals.

The top two ranked wrestlers
in the class — No. 1 Cole
Solomey (44-1) of  Kankakee Val-
ley and No. 2 Cheaney Schoeff
(40-0) of  Avon — are on the oppo-
site side of  the bracket. (Third-
ranked Parker Reynolds of
Brownsburg was knocked out of

the tournament in the ticket
round at the Evansville semi-
state with a loss to No. 12 Kelby
Glenn.)

“It’s definitely a good feeling
seeing that bracket,” said Wood,
“but at the end of  the day, my
goal was to be state champ. So I
wasn’t really too worried about
it because if  they were on my
side, I would have to beat them
to be state champ anyway.”

Myers, who coached Todd Batt
to the 132-pound state champi-
onship match while at South
Adams in 2012, said that experi-
ence taught him the importance
of  staying focused. It has to be a
one-match-at-a-time mentality.

“Tony’s pretty determined,”
he noted. “One pretty cool thing
about Tony is his mindset and
his attitude seem consistent. He
doesn’t get too high or too low,
and I think that really benefits
him.”

The remaining three Patriots
are all considered underdogs
based on state rankings.

The 11th-ranked Clark (36-2),
who finished seventh in the
state at 138 pounds last season,
will open his day against Ply-
mouth’s No. 5 Wesley Smith (45-
2). If  he advances to the quarter-
finals, he would meet either
third-ranked Wyatt Krejsa (17-0)
of  Center Grove or fourth-
ranked Jackson Todd (32-3) of
Pendleton Heights.

Clark is hoping to rebound
from his semi-state champi-
onship loss to No. 17 Braxton
Miller of  DeKalb.

“My goals are just to go out,
put that match behind me from

semi-state and just go out and
wrestle like I did pretty much
the whole year before that
match,” said Clark, who was
also a state qualifier as a fresh-
man. “Go out, wrestle like I can,
and I’ll be fine.

“That kid wasn’t better than
me. He was just better than me
that day. Congrats to him.

“I’m going out for revenge on
Friday.”

Rowles, who is ranked eighth
in the state at 126 pounds, and
Wittkamp face uphill battles
after placing fourth in their
weight classes at semi-state.
(That means they open the state
tournament against a semi-state
champion.) Both get opponents
from powerhouse Mater Dei of
Evansville who are ranked third
in the state.

In his opening match, Rowles
(37-3) starts against Evan Seng
(34-3), who finished fifth in the
state at 106 pounds in 2021 and
113 pounds last season. (Rowles
as a state qualifier as a fresh-
man in 2021 but got knocked out
in the semi-state last season.)
Wittkamp (34-8) will take on
Hunter May (36-1), who was
eighth at 152 pounds last season
after placing fourth at 145 as a
freshman.

In both cases, Myers said he’s
hopeful his guys can stay in the
matches and give themselves an
opportunity to win.

“Mater Dei’s a tough, really
good program, usually a pretty
tough draw,” he said. “But as a
(fourth-place semi-state finish-
er) you’re going to have a tough
draw no matter what.”

State ...

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County junior Cameron Clark battles for control
with Braxton Miller of DeKalb during their semi-state
championship match Saturday at Allen County War Memorial
Coliseum in Fort Wayne. Clark heads to the state finals Friday
hoping for a second state medal after placing seventh at 138
pounds last season.
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Patriot boys will
host No. 3 Norwell,

see Sports on tap

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

For about two decades, state
berths were hit or miss for the
Patriots.

Beginning in 2011, they have
had at least one wrestler make it
to Indianapolis every year.

Since 2017, they’ve advanced
two or more.

On Friday night, the largest
contingent in school history will
make its way to the state capital.

Four Jay County High School
athletes — Tony Wood, Cameron
Clark, Cody Rowles and Chris-
tian Wittkamp — will compete
Friday in the IHSAA Wrestling
State Finals at Gainbridge Field-
house in Indianapolis.

“It’s just really cool,” said Jay
County coach Eric Myers, whose
current group matched the 1984
and 1985 squads that each had
four state qualifiers.

See State page 7

Four
to state

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Tony Wood, a Jay County High School senior, tries to pin Hayden Williams of Garrett
during their 138-pound semi-state semifinal match Saturday at Allen County War Memorial
Coliseum. Wood leads a group of four Patriots who will compete in the state finals.

By GEORGE BREMER
The Herald Bulletin (Anderson)
Tribune News Service

INDIANAPOLIS — One
of  the most comprehensive
head coaching searches
in NFL history officially
ended Tuesday with the
introduction of  Shane Ste-
ichen at the Indiana Farm
Bureau Football Center.

Indianapolis Colts gener-
al manager Chris
Ballard said high character,
a beautiful football mind
and a shared vision for the
future of  the franchise
allowed Steichen to stand
out among 13 candidates to
become the team’s new
sideline leader.

“We went into this, we
wanted to get the best fit for
us and for the Colts organi-
zation, and Shane fit that,”
Ballard said. “We inter-
viewed (candidates with
backgrounds) from defense
to offense to special teams.
We had a run from young to
older, and we had a very
diverse group here.

“And Shane kind of
checked all the boxes. A few
of  them checked most of
them, but Shane checked
all of  them of  what we were
looking for.”

Dressed in a navy blue
suit with a Colts’ horseshoe
logo pin, Steichen entered
Gridiron Hall with his wife
Nina, son Hudson and
daughter Stella. A video
presentation preceded Ste-
ichen’s arrival filled with
highlights from media cov-
erage announcing the
pending hire over the week-
end and even a brief  viral
clip of  the former Philadel-
phia Eagles offensive coor-
dinator during a meeting
with his former team.

Just two days after the
Eagles’ 38-35 loss against
the Kansas City Chiefs in
Super Bowl LVII, Steichen’s
voice cracked with emotion
as he thanked all the people
who helped him get to this
point from his former play-
ers with the Eagles and
Chargers all the way back
to his high school football
coach.

Philadelphia head coach
Nick Sirianni served as the
offensive coordinator
in Indianapolis for three
seasons (2018-20), and sever-
al other coaches on the
Eagles’ staff  spent time
with the Colts. Steichen
also has a close relation-
ship with former Indi-
anapolis quarterback
Philip Rivers from their
days together in San
Diego and Los Angeles.

So he had ample opportu-
nity to research his new
employer.

“Just like they did
research on me, I did
research on this place, and
not one (bad) thing came
out of  this place,” Steichen
said. “Unbelievable respect
for this organization, the
people in this building, Mr.
(Jim) Irsay, Chris, the oper-
ations part of  it, the whole
thing.

“I’ve heard nothing but
great things. So very fortu-
nate to be in the position
I’m in and looking forward
to getting to work.”

Steichen played quarter-
back at UNLV and actually
got his start in the NFL as a
defensive assistant with the
San Diego Chargers in 2011.
That experience gave him a
different perspective on
offensive football, and he
rejoined that side of  the
coin in 2013 with the Cleve-

land Browns under head
coach Rob Chudzinski — a
former Indianapolis offen-
sive coordinator.

Steichen returned to the
Chargers in 2014 and was
promoted to quarterbacks
coach in 2016. He took over
as interim offensive coordi-
nator in 2019 and served in
the position full time in
2020, helping quarter-
back Justin Herbert earn
The Associated Press
Offensive Rookie of  the
Year award.

For the last two years,
Steichen has tutored quar-
terback Jalen Hurts
in Philadelphia.

That background of
quarterback development
played a role in landing the
job with the Colts. A strong
recommendation from
Rivers also didn’t hurt.

“Shane was just tremen-
dous in the interview,”
Irsay said. “He showed
incredible leadership,
toughness, (a) very fast
mind, able to process infor-
mation and disseminate
information very quickly. I
know Philip said at one
point (Steichen) threw
away the play cared and
was calling plays from your
head, which is savant-like
according to Philip.

“He was so impressive
that I talked to Chris (on)
Friday night (the week
before the Super Bowl) —
and they’re meeting with
him all day Saturday — I
said, ‘I don’t want to tip the
deck or anything, but I’m
not going to tell you any-
thing you’re not going to
see.’ But, boy, Shane just
knocked it out of  the park
and really showed qualities
that put him above during
the whole process as our
man.”

The 37-year-old takes
over a team that finished 4-
12-1 a season ago and will
be looking for vast improve-
ment on offense.

The next step will be hir-
ing assistant coaches.
Defensive coordinator Gus
Bradley and special teams
coordinator Bubba Ven-
trone were among those in
attendance Tuesday, but
Steichen said no final deci-
sion has been made on
whether to retain their
services.

Selecting a new quarter-
back also will be high on
the agenda, with Steichen
and his staff  soon to begin
digging into draft prospects
alongside Ballard.

Steichen has a clear
vision for where he hopes
the Colts are going. His
introduction came less
than 48 hours after
Philadelphia’s Super
Bowl loss, and returning to
that game remains the ulti-
mate goal.

“It was an unbelievable
experience to be a part of
that football game,” Ste-
ichen said. “The guys that
have been in this room —
coaches or players that
have been a part of  it — it
was a tremendous honor to
get to that point. It took a lot
of  hard work to get there.
Being in that game — I’m
not gonna lie — I turned it
on about an hour ago and
watched the first quarter,
just to look at it, just to be in
that moment and know
how hard it is to get there.

“It’s going to take a lot of
hard work, obviously, as the
Colts organization, players.
We want to get there as
soon as we can.”

Integrity, smarts
were key factors


