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Gail Brinkerhoff, 86, rural
Portland
Janice Cooley, 85, Aurora,

Colorado
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  29 degrees
Wednesday. The low was 10.

The forecast calls for a low
of  12 tonight with winds gust-
ing to 25 miles per hour.
Expect partly sunny skies
with a high of  19 Friday.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Jay County High School’s
Honors Night is scheduled for
7 p.m. May 1. The school is
inviting anyone interested in
adding an award or scholar-
ship to be announced at the
event to pick up a form at the
school and return it with the
relevant information by Feb. 9.

Friday — Results from
tonight’s JCHS boys basket-
ball game at Southern Wells.

Tuesday — Coverage of
Monday’s Portland City Coun-
cil meeting.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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Four-way race

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

The race for the Republican
nomination for mayor of  Port-
land has gotten crowded.

Todd Wickey became the
fourth candidate for the bid
when he filed his paperwork to
run for mayor early Wednesday
afternoon.

Also filing Wednesday was
incumbent Christy Curts for the
Democratic nomination for
Dunkirk City Council District 4.

Wickey joins incumbent John
Boggs, Joel Smitley of  McAfee
Recycling and Portland police
dispatcher Jeff  Westlake in what
is now a four-way race for the
GOP nomination for mayor. For-
mer two-term mayor Randy

Geesaman is the lone Democrat
who has filed to run for mayor of
Portland thus far.

The deadline to file to run in
this year’s election, which
includes mayor, clerk-treasurer
and city and town councils, is
noon Friday.

Wickey grew up in Geneva,
serving as police chief  there for
eight years and then moved to
Portland and spent an additional
26 years with Portland Police
Department before retiring in
2020. He spent about 20 years as
the department’s investigator.

“I want to better my communi-
ty,” said Wickey of  his reason for
filing to run for mayor. “I’ve
watched it — the last administra-
tions — go in a direction that I

don’t personally approve. I want
to bring back city services to the
citizens. They need to get what
they’re paying for in return.”

Wickey brought up a lengthy
list of  issues he’d like to address
as mayor, including bringing
back city clean-up, holding
department heads accountable
and tracking use of  city-owned
vehicles. He was critical of  deci-
sions of  previous administra-
tions, such as taking ownership
of  the Sheller-Globe south build-
ing and selecting what he
referred to as “the wrong engi-
neering firm” for Portland Water
Park.

“I want to bring back the city it
was when I moved here,” he said.
“It was clean. Everything operat-

ed very well. I want to bring all
that back.”

Wickey previously held elected
office, serving one term on Jay
County Council from 2003
through 2006.

Boggs is seeking a second term
as mayor after defeating
Geesaman in the 2019 general
election. Smitley and Westlake
are making their first runs for
elected office.

Curts was appointed by local
Democrats to fill the District 4
seat on Dunkirk City Council
after former council member
Lisa Street gave it up when she
moved out of  the district. She is
now seeking her own elected
term in office and is currently
unopposed for the primary.

Wickey adds his name to candidate list for
Republican nomination for mayor of Portland

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Former Portland police officer Todd Wickey fills out paperwork to run for the Republican nomination for mayor of
Portland on Wednesday in the clerk’s office at Jay County Courthouse. His filing creates a four-way race for the nomination
that also includes incumbent John Boggs, Joel Smitley and Jeff Westlake.

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

Local emergency respon-
ders have another resource
available to keep up with
their mental health.

Mindbase, an agency
wellness program, launch-
es for county employees
and their families Friday.
The app offers a confiden-
tial way for emergency per-
sonnel to seek mental
health support.

Contessa Stilts, assistant
911 director at Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office, explained
she discovered the app dur-
ing a conference in Califor-
nia last year. It was the con-
fidentiality feature that
first attracted her, she said.

“Nobody gets to know,”
she added. “They don’t
have to go and ask their
boss and say, ‘Hey, this call
affected me in a certain
way. I need some help.’
They can seek it on their
own.”

It also ties into the Jay
County Critical Incident
Stress Management
(CISM) team, a group
formed to help responders
left emotionally or physi-
cally affected by traumatic
events. 

County employees may
download the app for free
on their phones. It opens to
a home screen with three
options — peer support,
personalized care and
check in with yourself
(health resources) — and
the logo for the CISM
team. 

The peer support selec-
tion allows users to see a
list of  CISM team mem-
bers, their occupation and
their contact information.

Personalized care pro-
vides additional support,
offering contact informa-
tion for resources such as
counselors, chaplains and
the IU Health outpatient
behavioral unit.

“It’s for if  you need a lit-
tle more than just talking
to somebody individually,”
explained Stilts.

See Health page 2

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Broad career readiness initia-
tives, changes to K-12 literacy
curriculum and incentives for
up-and-coming teachers are at
the heart of  multiple education
bills advancing through the Indi-
ana legislature. 

State lawmakers in House and
Senate education committees
collectively took up more than a
dozen bills on Wednesday. Most
of  those measures advanced or
are scheduled for committee
votes next week.

Here’s a snapshot of  the latest
education-related developments
at the statehouse.

Scholarship progress
The House education commit-

tee approved, 8-4, a wide-ranging
bill that seeks to “reinvent” high
school curriculum. Bill author

Rep. Chuck Goodrich, R-
Noblesville, said his proposal —
a priority bill for the caucus —
aims to narrow the “skills gap”
between Hoosiers and employ-
ers.

The bill seeks to expand work-
based learning in Indiana high
schools, like apprenticeships and
internships. 

It would also create career
scholarship accounts that are
similar to Indiana’s school

choice voucher program. Grants
could be used by students in
grades 10-12 to pay for career
training courses, apprentice-
ships and certifications outside
of  the student’s school district.

The amount each participat-
ing student can receive to pay for
apprenticeships, coursework, or
certification would be based on a
calculation of  the state dollars
that their school receives. 

See Bills page 2 

School bills advance

Mindbase
provides

anonymous
way to seek
assistance

Mental
health
resource
launches
Friday

Tribune News Service/Chicago Tribune/Armando L. Sanchez

Pushing for reforms
People march on State Street in Chicago’s

Loop on Monday to protest the killing of Tyre Nichols.
Nichols died after he was beaten on Jan. 7 by police
officers in Memphis, Tennessee.

Lawmakers push forward
measures toward incentives,

curriculum changes



Continued from page 1
Democrats pushed back

on the bill, however, saying
language around creden-
tialing programs is still too
vague.

New incentives
House lawmakers addi-

tionally supported two bills
that seek to increase state
scholarship dollars avail-
able to future teachers.

One of  the proposals
would increase certain
scholarship amounts in an
effort to attract more stu-
dents into teaching — par-
ticularly black, indigenous
and people of  color
(BIPOC). 

Attracting educators of
color has been an ongoing
concern for schools and
policy makers. Indiana had
79,120 full-time teachers in
the 2019-20 school year,
according to state data. Of
those, 92% were white.

Those who testified in
support of  House Bill
1637 said the increased dol-
lars would help BIPOC edu-
cator recruitment — good
news for Indiana’s ongoing
teacher shortage. Support-
ers said the bill would also
provide much-needed sup-
port to address achieve-
ment gaps among Hoosier
students of  color.

The bill passed 12-0 out of
the House education com-
mittee. 

A separate measure,
House Bill 1528, would
allow Hoosiers in an alter-
native teacher certification
program to apply for up to
$10,000 under the Next Gen-
eration Hoosier Educators
scholarship program.

The bill passed 13-0 with
an amendment to limit the
program to $1 million.
Democrats expressed con-
cern that the funding won’t
be enough.

Automatic enrollment
Another bill heard in the

House education commit-
tee would automatically
enroll eligible Hoosier stu-

dents in the 21st Century
Scholars program — a
statewide grant program
that funds student atten-
dance at two- and four-year
schools.

House Bill 1449, authored
by Rep. Earl Harris Jr., D-
East Chicago, unanimously
passed the committee and
now heads to the full House
for further consideration.

“Thousands of  students
a year miss out on opportu-
nities that 21st Century
Scholars can provide for
them,” Harris said. “Not
having this funding there to
help with education — for a
lot of  a lot of  people —
means they do not continue
their education … it affects
the future of  our workforce
here in the state of  Indi-
ana.”

Indiana Gov. Eric Hol-
comb made automatic
enrollment in the 21st Cen-
tury Scholars program
a priority within his 2023
legislative agenda. Admin-
istration officials said auto-
enrollment shouldn’t be a
cost to the state for six to
seven years.

Science of reading
Senate Bill 402, filed by

Sen. Aaron Freeman, R-
Indianapolis, would define
the “science of  reading”

and require schools to
adopt such curriculum.

The “science of  reading”
is defined in both bills as
the successful integration
of  concepts such as phon-
ics, vocabulary and com-
prehension in reading.

Although Indiana law-
makers and education
advocates have repeatedly
said the state needs to take
action to improve dismal
literacy rates, some provi-
sions in Freeman’s bill
drew hesitation, especially
from teachers.

The Indiana State Teach-
ers Association (ISTA), the
state’s largest teachers
union, specifically pointed
to language in the bill that
directs schools to post read-
ing materials online for
inspection by parents.

“Our main point of  con-
tention in this bill is a
requirement that every sin-
gle material used in con-
nection with K-8 reading
must be placed on a website
at the beginning of  the
school year and updated
each semester,” said Jerell
Blakeley, ISTA’s director of
government, community,
racial and social justice. “I
think there’s an opportuni-
ty for us to get to a common
sense solution that furthers
the agenda of  the bill, as

well as to — I can’t believe
I’m saying this — deregu-
late aspects of  teaching in
Indiana.”

On the move
In the Senate education

committee, lawmakers
approved a bill to bring the
Dolly Parton Imagination
Library program to the
entire state. 

Additionally, Senate Bill
480 passed narrowly, 7-6,
onto the full Senate. The
bill seeks to streamline
numerous teacher regula-
tions. Democrats and
teacher union representa-
tives said it also makes
“concerning” changes to
discussable items during
collective bargaining.

Sen. Jeff  Raatz’s SB 380
also passed the committee
in a 9-4 vote and heads to
the Senate chamber. State
senators heard mixed testi-
mony last week on the bill,
which places restrictions
on high school graduation
waivers and doubles down
that schools can have dress
codes.
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Gail Brinkerhoff
Jun 9 ,1936-Jan. 31, 2023

Gail Brinkerhoff, 86, rural Port-
land, died Tuesday at his home.

Services are pending at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland.

Janice Cooley
Aug. 27, 1937-Jan. 26, 2023

Janice (Petro) Cooley, 85, passed
away Thursday, Jan. 26, 2023, at
Belleview Heights Assisted Living
Center in Aurora, Colorado.

She was born Aug. 27, 1937, in
Richmond, Indiana, the daughter of

Cyril and Wilma Petro. She gradu-
ated in 1955 from Pennville High
School and attended International
Business College in Fort Wayne,
Indiana.

She worked for WOWO radio sta-
tion in Fort Wayne before relocat-
ing to Royal Oak, Michigan, where
she worked for Campbell-Ewald
Advertising Co. in Detroit.

She was preceded in death by her
husband, Edward Cooley of
Rochester Hills, Michigan; and a
sister and brother-in-law, Barbara
and Jerry Gillum of  Bluffton, Indi-
ana.

Survivors include her brothers

Louis Walker (wife: MaFre),
Bradenton, Florida, and Carl Walk-
er (wife: Marilyn) of  Pennville,
Indiana, and several nieces and
nephews.

There are no services planned
locally.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a connec-
tion to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of  residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.
There is a charge for obituaries,

which are accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary services.

Friday
Phillips, Helen: 11 a.m.,

Kiplinger Funeral Home, 509 N.
High St., Hartford City. 

Saturday
Ludwig, Jerry: 3 p.m., MJS

Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian St.,
Redkey.

May 13
Warrick, Clarice: 11 a.m.,

West Richmond Friends Meet-
ing, 609 W. Main St., Richmond.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Obituaries

Continued from page 1
The last tab, check in with

yourself, displays other local
health resources.

At the bottom of  the home
screen there are three symbols
— a house, a brain and a phone.
Selecting the house takes users
to the home screen. 

The brain icon opens to short
videos, tips and tricks for more
support. Videos are regularly
cycled through, meaning regular
users should have access to dif-
ferent videos over time.

The phone icon gives users
direct numbers to emergency
hotlines.

There’s also a section to take

self-assessments for Post-Trau-
matic Stress Disorder, depres-
sion, alcohol abuse, insomnia
and anxiety.

Mindbase will eventually link
to the county’s computer-aided
dispatch reporting system,
allowing administrative staff  to
notice when an employee has
taken a heavy load of  difficult
calls.

“Any time the call is created
and then a unit is assigned to it,
the backside of  the program will
calculate that and turn it into
points,” explained Stilts. 

Whenever an employee
accrues a large amount of  points
in a seven-day period, they would

be considered at a high-stress
level. That triggers a Mindbase
notification to check in with the
employee and informs adminis-
trative staff  about their point
value.

Jay County Commissioners
approved an agreement with
Mindbase in September. It’s one
of  several recent efforts in the
community to address mental
health. 

Jay County CISM formed in
the fall. Portland also accepted
an agreement Jan. 6 with Life-
Works Counseling and Wellness,
which offers therapy for trauma
as well as other counseling.

“People are leaving this indus-

try, and it’s usually one call,”
said John McFarland, Jay EMS
director. He advocated for help-
ing folks address their mental
health.

Mike Weitzel, chief  of  Port-
land Fire Department, noted
since he and McFarland
launched the CISM team that
they’ve received several calls for
help. 

“I feel like it’s becoming more
of  a forefront issue,” he said.

Mindbase will be available to
all emergency personnel in Jay
County, including police, fire-
fighters, Emergency Medical
Service responders and dispatch,
as well as their families.

Stilts repeated her main hope
for Mindbase is to offer privacy
to emergency personnel. 

“I want it to be in their hands
and not have to seek it out,” she
said. “I don’t want them to have
to go to their own boss and say,
hey, I need help. Because people
won’t do it. And then their men-
tal health will just continue to
decline.

“That’s the thought behind it,
is that ‘Maybe someone’s going
to make fun of  me or I’m going to
be embarrassed or they’re going
to take me off  my shifts, I’m not
gonna be able to work,’” said
Stilts. “That’s just added stress.
And we don’t want that.”

Health ...

Photo provided

Proclamation
Portland Mayor John Boggs on Wednesday signed a proclamation recognizing today as

National Optimist Day. Pictured with Boggs, from left, are Mike Aker, Debra Imel, President Pat
Gibson, Demera Dennis, Leland LeMaster, Judy LeMaster, Jane Jobe and Roger Prescott.

Bills ...

Powerball
31-43-58-59-66
Power Ball: 9
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$700 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $20

million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 6-4-9
Daily Four: 6-3-4-6
Quick Draw: 1-4-7-9-12-

13-23-24-30-31-34-37-41-42-
50-52-56-59-62-66

Evening
Daily Three: 9-1-8
Daily Four: 8-3-5-8
Quick Draw: 5-12-18-

20-21-22-25-28-30-32-35-37-

39-40-44-51-54-58-71-72
Cash 5: 6-18-21-26-36
Hoosier Lotto: 19-20-

28-29-38-40
Estimated jackpot:

$9.2 million

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 7-6-9
Pick 4: 9-1-2-2
Pick 5: 7-9-8-6-6
Evening
Pick 3: 2-5-7
Pick 4: 4-5-6-5
Pick 5: 4-4-0-4-5
Rolling Cash: 6-8-11-20-

31
Classic Lotto: 2-10-14-

24-35-41
Kicker: 1-4-3-4-4-2
Estimated jackpot:

$4.8 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................6.87
March corn ..............6.89
Wheat ......................7.41

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................6.93
March corn ..............6.95
April corn ................7.00

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................6.87
March corn ..............6.87
Beans ......................15.15
March beans ..........15.25

Wheat ...................... 6.96
July wheat ..............7.44 

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................6.75
Feb. corn ..................6.75
Beans ......................15.21
Feb. beans ..............15.23
Wheat ......................7.45

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.46
March corn ..............6.51
Beans ......................15.00
March beans ..........15.05
Wheat ......................7.10

Lotteries

In 1653, New Amster-
dam (now New York City)
was incorporated.
In 1848, the United

States and Mexico signed
the Treaty of  Guadalupe
Hidalgo, bringing an end
to the Mexican War and
extending the boundaries
of  the United States to the
Pacific Ocean.
In 1876, the National

League got its start as the
National League of  ProIt
replaced the National
Association of  Profes-
sional Base Ball Players.
In 1895, George Halas

was born in Chicago, Illi-
nois. Halas was the
founder, owner and coach
of  the Chicago Bears,
coached the team to six
NFL championships and
was inducted into the Pro
Football Hall of  Fame in
1963.

In 1990, F.W. de Klerk,
the president of  South
Africa, lifted a 30-year
ban on the African
National Congress. The
move resulted in Nelson
Mandela being released
from prison and was a
turning point toward the
end of  apartheid.
In 2005, Steve W. Pat-

terson of  Hagerstown
died when the pick-up
truck he was driving col-
lided with a semi on Indi-
ana 67 west of  county
road 650 East.
In 2019, Fort Recovery

High School senior Pay-
ton Jutte became the 17th
boys basketball player in
school history to reach
1,000 points on a 3-pointer
in the opening quarter of
a 58-43 win over Mississi-
nawa Valley.

—The CR

CR almanac

19/11 37/33 43/26 46/39 53/37
Mostly

cloudy skies
throughout the
day Friday with
a low of 11
degrees at
night.

Tuesday
has a slight
chance of
rain. Other-
wise, mostly
cloudy.

More
mostly sunny
skies are
expected
Monday. The
high will be
about 46.

Saturday’s
forecast
shows mostly
sunny weather
with winds
gusting up to
30 mph.

Another
day of mostly
cloudy skies is
in the works
for Sunday
with a low of
26.

Friday
2/3

Saturday
2/4

Sunday
2/5

Monday
2/6

Tuesday
2/7

Today
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works execu-
tive session, 321 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

4:30 p.m. — Portland
Board of  Works, 321 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council

chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort
Recovery Village Coun-
cil, village hall, 201 S.
Main St.

Tuesday
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792. 

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet the
first Thursday of  the
month at Portland Lions
Civic Center, 307 W. 100
North. The meal will be
served at 6:30 p.m. and the
meeting will begin at 7
p.m.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winches-
ter, in community room 1.

For more information, call
Kimberly Sibery at (765)
964-6075 or Nikki
Bosworth at (765) 584-6452.

Friday
DUNKIRK HISTORI-

CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
the first and third Friday
of  each month in the for-
mer W.E. Gaunt Jewelry
building, 113 S. Main St.,
Dunkirk.

SOFT SHOULDERS — A
support group for anyone
suffering from memory
loss, will meet at 10:30 a.m.
the first Friday of  each
month in the Fireplace
Room at Edelweiss Place
at Swiss Village in Berne.
For more information, call
(260) 589-3173.

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will meet at
noon Friday, Feb. 3, at Har-
mony Cafe in Portland.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
251-3336 or (260) 729-7000.

DUNKIRK HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first and third Satur-
day of  each month in the
former W.E. Gaunt Jewel-
ry building, 113. S. Main
St., Dunkirk.

MUSEUM OF THE SOL-
DIER — Is open from noon
to 5 p.m. the first and third
Saturday and Sunday of
the month. It is located at
510 E. Arch St., Portland.
The website is museu-
mofthesoldier.com.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.

PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP — Will meet at 1
p.m. the first Monday of
each month at Portland
Place, 430 W. Lafayette St.
For more information, call
(800) 589-1121.

EUCHRE –– Will be
played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.

TAKE OFF POUNDS
SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.

PREGNANCY CARE
CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260) 726-
8636. Walk-ins accepted.
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku Community Calendar

By JERRY WHETZEL
There has been a lot of

attention lately around car-
diac arrest, what it is and
the causes of  it. According
to the American Heart Asso-
ciation, more than 356,000
cardiac arrests occur out-
side hospitals in the United
States each year. February is
American Heart Month so
it’s a perfect time to raise
awareness and share impor-
tant information on heart
health.

What is cardiac arrest?
Cardiac arrest is when the

heart suddenly stops beat-
ing. When the heart stops
beating, the blood to the
brain and body also stops,
depriving the vital organs
of  oxygen. Symptoms of  car-
diac arrest can be sudden
and severe such as collaps-
ing, loss of  pulse, stopping
breathing and loss of  con-
sciousness. Some other
symptoms may occur prior
to a cardiac arrest such as
chest discomfort, shortness
of  breath, weakness and
fast-beating or pounding of
heart called palpitations. If
not treated immediately, car-
diac arrest can lead to
death. 

How is it treated?
Cardiac arrest is a med-

ical emergency needing
immediate treatment. If  you
see someone unconscious
and not breathing, call 911
and start CPR. Knowing
how to perform CPR and/or
use an AED (automated
external defibrillator) when
available can be lifesaving.
Locally, the Portland Fire
Department offers CPR/first
aid classes to the general
public for those interested.  

What are some risk fac-
tors for cardiac arrest?

There are several things
that can increase your risk
for cardiac arrest, some
include:

•Heart disease
•History of  heart attack
•Enlarged heart or car-

diomyopathy
•Electrical problems in

the heart
•Blood vessel abnormali-

ties
•Recreational drug use
Some risk factors are

inherited and cannot be
changed, but living a

healthy lifestyle can help
reduce the risks. Talk to
your healthcare provider to
get help treating and reduc-
ing the risks.

Can cardiac arrest be
prevented?

Cardiac arrest cannot
always be prevented but
there are some lifestyle
habits that can help reduce
the chances of  heart disease
and other serious events like
cardiac arrest. To start, make
sure you are eating a bal-
anced diet low in sugar, salt
and processed food. It is also
important to eat plenty of
fruits, vegetables, healthy
fats, whole grains and lean
meats. In addition, it is
important to stay physically
active, relax and manage
stress, quit smoking, main-
tain a healthy weight and
manage other health prob-
lems such as high blood pres-
sure, high cholesterol and
diabetes. Check with your
healthcare provider to check
your numbers and get started
on a heart healthy lifestyle. 

••••••••
Jerry Whetzel is a family

medicine physician at IU
Health Jay Family Medicine
and serves as the medical
director for IU Health Jay
Cardiopulmonary Rehabili-
tation.

Know cardiac arrest signs
Your
Health
Matters

DEAR ABBY: My husband of
37 years passed away four
months ago. When we were
first married, we were happy,
but his drinking increased and
he turned into a miserable,
mean drunk. 

When I decided I’d finally
had enough, he got sick and
could no longer work, and I felt
obligated to take care of  him.
More than a decade of  my life
was spent looking after him,
for which he rarely, if  ever,
expressed appreciation.

One month after his funeral,
I was contacted out of  the blue
by my high school sweetheart.
I was reluctant to respond at
first, but I decided it couldn’t
hurt to meet him and enjoy
dinner and conversation. The
attraction was immediate. It
felt like we were back in high
school. 

It has been three months
now, and we are ready to take
our relationship to the next
level. He makes me feel better
than I have ever felt in my life.
My children know how miser-
able I was for decades in my
marriage, but I’m still con-
cerned about how they’ll feel
about me seriously dating so
soon after becoming a widow.
— LONGING FOR LOVE IN
THE MIDWEST
DEAR LONGING: If  you

explain to your adult chil-

dren that you and your
friend from long ago have
reconnected, they shouldn’t
react badly to the news.
However, a word of  caution:
This is still a budding rela-
tionship. If  by “taking the
relationship to the next
level” you mean becoming
intimate, you are an adult
long past the age of  consent.
However, if  it means dash-
ing off  to marry this person,
take more time before mak-
ing a formal commitment.
Doing that will enable you
to observe how he reacts in
a variety of  situations —
including whether you
agree about issues you feel
are important, as well as
how he reacts when he’s
frustrated or angry.

••••••••
Dear Abby is written by Abi-

gail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Widow happy
with old flame

Dear
Abby
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By MORTON J. MARCUS
Politicians, including those in

Indiana, are going down a per-
verted path believing that con-
sumers should invest in educa-
tion when the returns (income)
on that investment justify the
expenditure. 

The idea that education is an
investment has merit, but its
value is more than just the earn-
ings it provides. Education is a
means of  opening choices and
transferring societal values
between generations, a function
often neglected or negated by
parents. It elevates consumption
in the present and enhances con-
sumption in the future. 

Students now are being coun-
seled to go to those institutions
and seek those majors which
offer the greatest “value” for the

“investment” of  their dollars and
time. 

This approach to education is
founded on thinking of  people in
terms of  human capital, a con-
cept analogous to physical capi-
tal (machines, buildings, et al). It
is contrary to the humanity of
students, faculty and parents.

States now are rushing to
develop databases to guide the
choices of  adolescents according
to the statistical experiences of

their elders. Young people are
being directed toward schools
and careers based on question-
able information collected by
many organizations and
processed by state government
agencies.

Aside from the exposure to cor-
ruption inherent in such a sys-
tem, consistency over time is
highly questionable. Faculty are
mobile and good teachers are
more mobile than poor ones. Stu-
dents are likely to change their
career preferences as they
mature, acquire experience and
assume responsibility for them-
selves and others.

The market returns to educa-
tion are unreliable. How should
students incorporate the future
dynamics of  the labor market,
given the tendency of  technologi-

cal innovation to make jobs obso-
lete? 

Today, long-haul truck drivers
might have better returns on
their training in the short run
than English teachers. Over a
lifetime, which job offers more
satisfaction, security, occupation-
al mobility and greater earnings? 

Much depends on the time-
preferences of  students and par-
ents. How important is the fast
buck? That is, if  you have a high
rate for discounting future earn-
ings, long-haul truck driving
might suit you best. However,
with a low rate of  discounting
the future, you can be more com-
fortable with more distance
rewards.

The current craze for gambling
on stocks and sports, without any
human interaction, satisfies a

quest for action and immediate
rewards. Education provides the
knowledge and means for moder-
ating that passion and advancing
civilization.

Yet today, there is a movement
to reduce the time spent at all lev-
els of  education from high school
through college and graduate
studies. This movement assumes
knowledge is easily absorbed and
utilized. Human capital (labor
inputs) can then be moved along
a production line faster, using
fewer resources, pressed into
shape like a hamburger and
quickly sliced and fried like a
potato. 

Not in the world I know.
••••••••••

Marcus is an economist.
Email him at mortonjmar-
cus@yahoo.com.

Politicians miss point of education

The Republic (Columbus) 
Tracking developments

in the Indiana Legislature
is easy if  you know where
to look. 

We’d like to help by shar-
ing a few tips and tools to
you keep up to date on
issues you care about.

Start at the Indiana Gen-
eral Assembly home
page, iga.in.gov. Here,
you’ll find information
about the current year’s
session, as well as infor-
mation about every law-
maker, how to contact
them, the bills they have
introduced and more.

Watch it
If  you want to watch live

House or Senate sessions,
you can do so by clicking
the “Session” tab, then
selecting the webcast you
want. Also under the “Ses-
sion” tab, you can find
daily calendars that tell
you the bills and resolu-
tions the House and Senate
will vote on that day and in
the days ahead. There is
also a “Video Archive” tab
on the home page, in case
you want to view prior ses-
sions. Likewise, House and
Senate committee sessions
can be viewed by clicking
the committee hearing you
want to watch under the
“Upcoming Meetings”
field on the right side of
the home page.

Find it
Suppose you’re interest-

ed in bills regarding
schools. Click the “Legisla-
tion” tab. This will let you
search bills by legislator
or by subject. Click “By
Subject,” and you’ll find a
searchable index as well as
an A-Z directory of  bill
topics. Type “school” in
the search field, and links
to numerous subtopics are
shown, each linking to
bills filed on that particu-
lar topic. Click the link to
an individual bill, and
you’ll see a digest for the
bill and other information.

Track it
Let’s look into one of  the

highest-profile bills this
session, Senate Bill 1,
which deals with a variety
of  community mental
health and behavioral
health issues. Because we
know the bill number, we
can click the “Bills” tab in
the upper-right corner,
and enter “1” in the field
that says “Bill Number.”
SB1 is the first that
appears.

Click it and you will see
the bill’s author, its co-
sponsors, and a digest pro-
viding an overview of
what the legislation pro-
poses. You can see the full

bill language by clicking
the “Latest Version” tab at
left. Also at left, the “Bill
Actions” tab will show
whether the bill is advanc-
ing toward becoming law.
The bill actions for SB1
show it was “referred to
Committee on Appropria-
tions” on Jan. 9.

Very few bills that are
proposed become law, but
often the process is the
purpose behind lawmak-
ing in a democracy — to
gauge whether enough
lawmakers agree with a
proposal that it at least
ought to be discussed.
Plenty of  bills are intro-
duced simply to make
some kind of  point or
statement. Spend a minute
or two noodling around
the site and you’ll likely
see some of  those.

Revisions coming
Meanwhile, people who

commonly use
the iga.in.gov website
should look at the red-let-
ter type at the top of  the
page, which promises
improvements to the site
and a beta version that
users can test. The revised
version looks a bit differ-
ent, but appears to contain
all of  the public informa-
tion the General Assembly
has provided in the digital
age.

Open, transparent gov-
ernment is a hallmark of  a
free society. The Indiana
General Assembly website
measures up in that
regard. Anyone with a web
connection has the tools at
hand to know what our
lawmakers are doing and
follow those developments
in real time.

Follow key issues
at the statehouse

By FRANCIS WILKINSON
Bloomberg Opinion
Tribune News Service

You will not believe the video
that was released Friday night
showing Memphis police officers
beating —ultimately to death — a
young Black man.

I don’t really mean that, of
course. If  you live in the U.S., and
participate in society, you likely
have no difficulty believing that a
gang of  violent police officers
fatally pummeled Tyre Nichols in
what the city’s police chief  accu-
rately described as a “heinous”
attack. Indeed, if  you have an
internet connection or a televi-
sion, you have probably seen simi-
lar videos of  police officers killing
Black men, and women too, in
other American cities. By choking,
for example. Or shooting in the
back. You may have seen videos of
police not killing Black men —
merely assaulting them while they
are prone or otherwise defense-
less.

Occasionally, videos surface of
police killing or beating a white
man. Statistically, those attacks
are less common. But they’re just
as real. Since 2015, police officers
have fatally shot more than 1,000
people per year in the U.S., accord-
ing to a database maintained by
The Washington Post. That’s near-
ly three deaths per day.

America has a police problem.
And its police problem is rooted in
(though not exclusive to) its race
problem, which is a problem, in
turn, rooted so deep in our nation-
al character that it was written
into the Constitution. Martin
Luther King Jr. wasn’t arrested
and thrown in jail by the Ku Klux
Klan. Police did that. John Lewis
was not beaten bloody in Selma by
the Proud Boys of  20th century

Alabama. The attackers were men
wearing badges, wielding clubs,
earning paychecks from the public
treasury.

Things have changed. Except in
all the ways that they haven’t. Phi-
lando Castile wasn’t shot to death
by drug dealers. It was the police,
again.

Black Lives Matter is a state-
ment of  aspiration, not of  fact.
That remains the crux of  the prob-
lem. Many troubles of  American
policing, including the militariza-
tion of  forces, flow from that reali-
ty, which is a continuing source of
national unease.

That all five of  the violent police
officers in Memphis are Black had
no bearing on the deadly outcome.
Yet it’s nonetheless politically sig-
nificant. It provides an opportuni-
ty for a more vigorous national
discussion, one slightly less hob-
bled by the inevitable brandishing
of  claims of  white racial inno-
cence. It wasn’t white cops this
time. But it was the same familiar
system, yielding a familiar result.

Washington has proved a poor
source of  remedies. Meanwhile,
the cities and towns where highly
publicized police killings have
taken place seem unable to grapple
with the sprawling causes and con-
sequences. We don’t see many
regional congressional hearings
anymore. But perhaps it’s time for
Congress — or at least those ele-
ments of  Congress that are willing
and capable — to hold hearings in

Memphis and other cities mired in
police violence. In the role of  a
judge riding circuit, political lead-
ers need to listen to cries for jus-
tice, and report what they hear to
the nation.

In his remarkable book “Free-
dom’s Dominion,” Jefferson Cowie
notes, “Historians have long recog-
nized the oppressive tensions that
gave birth to American freedom
but have rarely addressed the
grinding persistence of  the prob-
lem.” Yet that grinding persistence
is getting harder to ignore, which
is why the forces of  reaction are
frantically banning the teaching
of  history and literature and any-
thing else that threatens to make
the friction louder, more visible
and more difficult to pretend away.

Memphis is in many ways an apt
place to begin the latest round of
questions about why America
can’t — won’t — get out of  its own
glorious way. The city is poor and
broken. It is also a place of  unpar-
alleled verve that has heaped rich-
es, real and cultural, upon Ameri-
ca and the world. The city, a for-
mer cotton exchange, stands at the
intersection of  Elvis and B.B.
King, Sun and Stax; it changed the
world in ways that still reverber-
ate. Its siren song was so vibrant
and acute that Vaclav Havel credit-
ed it with piercing the dull brutal-
ity of  communist Eastern Europe.

Memphis is also the city where
Dr. King, arguably the most majes-
tic American of  the 20th century,
was shot dead. It’s a city of  bold
beginnings and dread endings.
Maybe we can start there, and
work our way, north and south,
east and west, toward freedom.

••••••••••
Wilkinson is a Bloomberg Opin-

ion columnist covering U.S. politics
and policy.

Police problem is persistent
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111 W. Main Street• Portland, IN

Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.
All services are Sunday,

unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist

204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m.
asburyministries.org

Banner Christian   
Assembly of God 

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Michael Burk
(260) 726-4282
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Bellefountain
United Methodist

440 S. 600 East 
Gordon Jackson
Services: 9 a.m.

Bethel United
Methodist

Indiana 167, 4 miles north
of  Dunkirk

Scott McClain
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist

301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in

umc.org

Christ Chapel
105 S. Elm St., Fort Recov-

ery
Quentin Elsea
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of Christ
(Southside)

1209 S. Shank St., Port-
land

Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6:30

p.m.

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)

8472 S. 800 East, Union
City

Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy

797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland

Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the Brethren
Floral and Chicago

avenues, Portland
Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God

South Broad Street,
Dunkirk

Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.
Friday

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville

190 W. Main St., Pennville
Gary Newton
(765) 669-1070
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St.,

Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County

2875 E. 200 South
Gordon Jackson
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South,

Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcenter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First American Baptist
427 S. Main St., Dunkirk
Dan Coffman
(765) 768-7157
Services: 10:40 a.m.,

5 p.m.

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 

341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key

Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene

401 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Revs. Brad and Kate
Ratliff

(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Rev. David Porath
(419) 678-2071
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 

468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk

Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist

100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the Brethren

Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist

435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67, Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Services: 8:30 a.m., 4:30

p.m. Saturday 
churchofthe-

mostholytrinity.com

Hopewell of
Life Ministries

County road 200 South, 2
miles east of  Indiana 1

Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic

506 E. Walnut St., Portland
Fr. Peter Logsdon
(260) 726-7055
Services: 6:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians

403 Sharpsburg Road, Fort
Recovery

Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
United Methodist

216 W. Pleasant St.,
Dunkirk

John Retter
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist

County roads 600 East and
200 North

Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine

4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship

1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 755-6354
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist

5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist

829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland First
Church of Nazarene

920 S. Shank St., Portland
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67, south-
west of  Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First
Christian

Union and Malin streets
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist

122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 

801 W. High St.
Chuck Hollandbeck
(765) 369-2676
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ

3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries

228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land

Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
County roads 400 North

and 550 West
Rev. Mike Heckman
(260) 731-4733
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m. (the 2nd and 4th Sun-
day at Pennville Park from
June through September)

Sugar Grove
United Methodist

County roads 600 South
and 1150 West, Dunkirk

Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
17920 Indiana 167,

Dunkirk 
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
7pillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church
at Westchester

4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)

pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity United
Methodist

323 S. Meridian St., Por-
tland

(260) 726-8391
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:30 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ

204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land

Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof-

christ.org 

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Darrell Borders
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@g

mail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 3554 W 300 N  
Thursday evening

FEBRUARY 16, 2023
6:00 P.M.

REAL ESTATE:
Property consists of a 2
Bedroom, 2 bathroom
mobile home with an

attached garage.  Mobile
home has a gas fur-
nace, hot water heater,
and a water softener.
Gas cook stove, washer
and dryer to stay with
the property.  Property
has 2 wells and a leach
bed.  Included on this
2.1 acre parcel is a 27’ x
40’ pole barn and a

pond. 
For more information

contact
LOY AUCTION 260-

726-2700.
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY
JANUARY 29TH. 2:00 –

4:00 P.M.
SHIRLEY BOLLEN-
BACHER, Deceased
LOY AUCTION
AC#31600027
Gary Loy

AU01031608

THE TOWN OF RED-
KEY WILL be accepting
applications for a Town
Marshal position.
Requirement, must have
training. Applications
may be picked up at
Redkey Town Hall by
calling 765-369-2711
during business hours to
make an appointment for
pick up. Office Hours are:
Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-
day, Friday from 8 am to
4 pm and Wednesday 8
am to 12 noon. 
CROWNPOINTE OF
PORTLAND IS hiring a
hard  working, dedicated
kitchen cook. Pay is
negotiable and there is a
$1,000.00 bonus pay.
Please apply in house at
745 Patriot Drive, Port-
land, IN 47371 or online
at
www.cpcommunities.co
m/portland. For ques-
tions, please call 260-
726-3577.  

PHYSICIAN’S OFFICE
IS LOOKING for a Full-
time/Part-time RN/LPN
in the Adams, Wells, and
Jay County areas to join
our family oriented work-
place. If you like the one
on one care of patients in
a relaxed atmosphere,
this is the place for you.
This position is flexible,
Monday-Friday, no
weekends or Holidays.
We love what we do and
are looking for someone
who shares our passion.
Send resume to: P. O.
Box 44 Berne, IN 46711 

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

AKC GOLDEN
RETRIEVER PUPPIES
11 weeks old, up-to-date
on shots and wormer.
Light golden males and
dark red females avail-
able. Females:
$1200.00, Males:
$1000.00. Microchipping
included. Can meet
locally, will deliver to
Amish customers. Bar-
cusfamilybreeders.com
(765)-578-0560 York-
town, Indiana  

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

FOR RENT 3 Bed-1 bath
house located in Port-
land. Rent $600 mo.
First/last/security
deposit, NO PETS. Ref-
erences required. Renter
pays all utilities 260-368-
9079 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 
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Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:

IN THE JAY CIRCUIT COURT
2023 TERM

In the Matter of the 
Unsupervised 

Administration of 
the Estate of:

No. 38CO1-2301-EU-000004
Betty J. Riddell, Deceased

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that
Rhonda C. Sharkey was, on the
19th day of January, 2023, ap-
pointed Personal Representa-
tive of the estate of Betty J. Rid-
dle deceased, who died on
November 15, 2022. 
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether or
not now due, must file the claim
in the office of the Clerk of this
Court within three (3) months
from the date of the first publi-
cation of this notice, or within
nine (9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is ear-
lier, or the claims will be for-
ever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana, this
24th day of January, 2023.

Jon Eads
Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana
HINKLE, RACSTER &

SCHEMENAUR
121 W. High Street
Portland, IN  47371

Attorney
CR 1-26,2-2-2023-HSPAXLP

Public Notice
JAY COUNTY ZONING 

ADMINISTRATION
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THAT: Arrowhead Poultry
Farm LLC, Portland; IN, has
filed with the Jay/Portland
Building & Planning Depart-
ment an Intent to Build/Con-
fined Feeding Permit Petition,
#CFINT2023-01-25, to construct
one additional cage free pullet
building at an existing opera-
tion.

Parcel ID: 
38-08-10-300-012.003-028
Location: 1037 N 700 E, Port-
land, Noble Township, Sec-
tion 10

The petition and file on this
matter are available for public
inspection in the Jay/Portland
Building & Planning Depart-
ment, 118 South Meridian
Street/ Suite E, Portland, Indi-
ana, 47371.
Public comments, in writing
only, will be accepted by the
Zoning Administrator for a pe-
riod of 30 days from the date of
this notice.

John Hemmelgarn
Zoning Administrator/Director

Jay/Portland 
Building Department

January 26, 2023
CR 2-2-2023-HSPAXLP

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

  

250 PUBLIC NOTICE

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Girls swimming sec-
tional preliminaries – 5:30 p.m.; Boys
basketball (including freshmen) at
Southern Wells – 5 p.m.; Junior high
wrestling vs. South Adams – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball
vs. Minster – 6:30 p.m.; Swimm vs.
Coldwater and Versailles at South
Adams – 6 p.m.; Seventh grade boys
basketball in Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence Tournament at Coldwater – 5
p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Girls basketball sec-

tional semifinal vs. Hamilton Heights
at Hamilton Heights – 6 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys basketball at
Minster – 6 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Wrestling hosts

regional – 9 a.m.; Girls swimming hosts
sectional – 9 a.m. diving, 1 p.m. swim-
ming; Boys basketball at Northeast-
ern – noon

Fort Recovery — Eighth grade boys
basketball in Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence Tournament at New Knoxville – 10
a.m.; Seventh grade boys basketball in
Midwest Athletic Conference Tourna-
ment at Coldwater – 10 a.m.

TV sports
Today

3 p.m. — College football: Reese’s
Senior Bowl practice (ESPN2)

6:30 p.m. — Women’s college bas-
ketball: Illinois at Michigan (BTN)

7 p.m. — NFL football: Pro Bowl
Skills Showdown (ESPN)

7 p.m. — NBA basketball: Los Ange-

les Lakers at Indiana Pacers (Bally Indi-
ana)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
WIsconsin at Ohio State (FS1); Michigan
at Northwestern (ESPN2)

7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Mem-
phis Grizzlies at Cleveland Cavaliers
(TNT)

8:30 p.m. — Women’s college bas-
ketball: Maryland at Iowa (ESPN); Michi-
gan State at Nebraska (BTN)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Washington at UCLA (FS1)

10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Los Ange-
les Clippers at Milwaukee Bucks (TNT)

11 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Washington State at USC (FS1)

Friday
3 p.m. — Soccer: Premier League –

Fulham at Chelsea (USA)
7 p.m. — NBA basketball: Sacramen-

to Kings at Indiana Pacers (Bally Indiana)

7 p.m. — NHL hockey: All-Star Skills
Challenge (ESPN)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Boise State at San Diego State (FS1)

10 p.m. — Top Rank Boxing (ESPN)
11 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Fresno State at UNLV (FS1)

Saturday
7:30 a.m. — Soccer: Premier

League – Arsenal at Everton (USA)
10 a.m. — NFL football: Pro Bowl

Skills Showdown (ESPN2)
10 a.m. — Soccer: Premier League –

Leicester City at Aston Villa (USA)
Noon — Men’s college basketball: Vir-

ginia at Virginia Tech (ESPN2); Kansas at
Iowa State (ESPN); Connecticut at
Georgetown (FS1)

12:30 p.m. — Soccer: Premier
League – West Ham United at New Cas-
tle United (NBC)

1 p.m. —  Men’s college basketball:

Texas Tech at Baylor (CBS); Wake Forest
at Notre Dame (Bally Indiana); Morgan
State at Delaware State (TNT)

2 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Auburn at Tennessee (ESPN); Butler at
Marquette (FS1); Florida State at
Louisville (ESPN2)

2:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Illinois at Iowa (FOX0; George Mason
at Loyola Chicago (USA)

3 p.m. — Golf: PGA Tour - AT&T Peb-
ble Beach Pro-Am (CBS)

3 p.m. — NHL hockey: Team Central
vs. Team Pacific (ABC)

4 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Purdue at Indiana (ESPN); Texas at
Kansas State (ESPN2)

4 p.m. — Men’s college hockey:
Notre Dame at Michigan State (BTN)

4 p.m. — NHL hockey: Team Metro-
politan vs. Team Atlantic (ABC)

5 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
St. John’s at Xavier (FOX)

6 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Bradley at Northern Iowa (ESPN2)

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: North Carolina at Duke (ESPN)

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college hockey:
Penn State at Ohio State (BTN)

7:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Villanova at Creighton (FOX)

8:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Dallas
Mavericks at Golden State Warriors (ABC)

8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Florida at Kentucky (ESPN)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Maryland at Minnesota (BTN)

9 p.m. — Mix martial arts – Bellator
290 (CBS)

9:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Washington at USC (FS1)

10 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Oregon at Arizona State (ESPN2)

10:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Gonzaga at Saint Mary’s (ESPN)

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
Muhlenkamp’s 10 boards led the

Oilers (5-16) to a 43-27 advantage
on the glass. 

She also had nine points, three
blocks and one assist.

She totaled eight points, four

rebounds and one assist Jan. 26 in
a 75-66 win over Ursuline.

Lizzy Dollar
Jay County – 2002

Competed for the Indiana Tech
women’s wrestling team Saturday

as it hosted the Indiana Tech War-
rior Women’s Open.

Dollar dropped a tight match in the
opening round, falling 16-14 to Life
University’s Lisa Glymph. She fell by
pin to Korigan Wilkey in the opening
round of  the consolation bracket.

Continued from page 8
While he emphasized

defense and rebounding
during Wednesday’s
practice session, coach
Kirk Comer said the key
for his Patriots (23-1) is
on the metal side of  the
game.

He also believes he’s
leading a much different
team than the one that
took the floor against
Hamilton Heights almost
three months ago.

“I think we’re a lot
more confident,” said
Comer.

“We just grew together
as a team,” added senior
Gabi Bilbrey. “We fused
together so well. … We’re
just kind of  like a fami-
ly.”

That growth has seen
Jay County obliterate
every opponent it has
seen over the course of
the last month.

The Patriots, who have
won 22 in a row overall,
have nine straight victo-
ries of  25 points or more.
Their last relatively close
game was a 62-48 win Jan.
3 over Concordia.

They lead Class 3A and
are third in the state
overall in average mar-
gin of  victory at 31.04.

Schwieterman, the
school’s all-time leading
scorer with 1,746 points,
leads the team at 21.6
points and 2.6 assists per
game. She also grabs 6.7
rebounds per contest.

Bilbrey is next at 12.7
points per game to go
along with a team best 7.6
rebounds. Molly Muh-
lenkamp comes in at 7.5
points per game, followed
by Sophie Saxman (6.9),
McIntire (5.5) and Brean-
na Dirksen (4.3).

Junior Camryn Runner
is the engine that makes
the Huskies go, averaging
team highs of  18.8 points
and seven rebounds per
game. She has scored 60
points in her three career
games against Jay Coun-
ty.

Following Runner are
Rhoton at 8.3 points per
game and Ella Hickok at
7.7.

Comer sees the upcom-
ing class as a contrast in
styles. The Patriots have
spent the last month-plus
working on their full-
court press and pushing
the pace. Hamilton
Heights prefers to slow
things down — it has
scored more than 50

points just four times
this year while JCHS
averages 62.5.

“What they do really
well is they drive the ball
and then kick,” said
Comer. “And they’ll shoot
3s. They’ll shoot a ton of
3s.”

The Patriots have to get
past Hamilton Heights to
have a shot at ending
their sectional drought.
A win Friday would
mean a trip to the cham-
pionship game at 7:30
p.m. Saturday against the
winner of  the other semi-
final between Frankton
(18-6) and Yorktown (10-
11).

Jay County has gone
without a sectional title
since 2006, which capped
a run of  three wins in
four years.

The hope is to not only
be cutting down the nets
Saturday night, but to be
playing for a few more
weeks.

“We’ve got a team that I
feel like can beat any-
body in 3A on any given
night,” said Comer. “But
at the same time, moving
forward, we can be beat
by anybody that’s left. …

“I think we believe that
we’re the better team,”
he added for Friday’s
game. “It’s easy to say it,
but you’ve got to come
out and prove it. We’re
going to get that opportu-
nity Friday night.”

Challenge ...

Continued from page 8
Taye Curtis (30-4) opens

his action in the 120-pound
bracket against Dylan
Altic (17-13) of  Wapahani,
and Daniel Moore (27-4)
will take on Yorktown’s
Jayden Cline (12-9) in the
first round at 113 pounds.
Curtis would likely face
No. 5 Neal Mosier (32-0) of
Delta if  he makes it to the
championship match
while Moore’s road to the
top of  the podium would

probably go through No.
10 Levi Johns (33-2) of
Bluffton, who the Patriot
senior knocked off  in the
sectional title match.

In addition to the six
sectional champions, Jay
County had four wrestlers
finish as sectional run-
ners-up. Their first-round
matches for the regional
are as follows:

•Griffin Byrum (14-6) vs.
Quentin Keen (27-5) of
Winchester at 106 pounds

•Christian Wittkamp
(30-5) vs. Yorktown’s Drew
Barr (16-8) at 152 pounds

•Landon Mills-Blowers
(19-17) vs. Reazon Daven-
port (21-5) of  Daleville at
160 pounds

•Bryce Wenk (28-5) vs.
Delta’s Ryder Turner (20-
14) at 182 pounds

Wenk, Reiley, Moore and
Curtis all joined Clark
Wood and Rowles as semi-
state qualifiers last sea-
son.

Also wrestling in the
regional tournament Sat-
urday are a pair of  Patri-
ots who face uphill bat-
tles after placing fourth
in the sectional tourna-
ment. Alan Ortiz (24-17)
will open at 220 pounds
against Jackson New (22-
7) of  Yorktown and
Juaquin Flores (23-13)
will start his day against
Muncie Central’s Gabe
Harty (37-4) in the 195-
pound bracket.

‘I think we
believe that
we’re the

better team.
It’s easy
to say it,
but you’ve 
got to come
out and
prove it.

We’re going
to get that
opportunity
Friday night.’

—Kirk Comer,
JCHS coach

Check-up ...

Surpass ...

Jay County High
School senior Ethan
Reiley reacts after
scoring in the final
seconds of his 132-
pound sectional
championship match
Saturday to defeat
Adams Central’s Gavin
Cook. It was his second
sectional title. He and
11 other Patriots will
compete in Saturday’s
regional tournament, in
which a first-round win
guarantees a top-four
finish and a semi-state
berth. JCHS had seven
wrestlers reach the
semi-state level last
season. All of them will
seek to repeat that
accomplishment
Saturday. 

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney
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JC JH teams come up
short in ACAC finals,
see story below

FRHS boys play
at Minster Friday,
see Sports on tap

A victory by a former
Patriot helped the Cardi-
nals top Bellarmine on Sat-
urday. A day later, her top-
five effort aided them in to a
runner-up invitational fin-
ish.

Eliza Bader earned one
of  eight individual victo-
ries for the Ball State Uni-
versity women’s swim team
in Saturday’s 156-100 victo-
ry over Bellarmine and her
effort in the 100-yard butter-
fly at Sunday’s Butler Invi-
tational was key in the
squad tying Xavier for sec-
ond place.

Bader’s victory Saturday
came in the 100 butterfly as
she posted a time of  59.14
seconds. She was more
than four seconds faster
than the rest of  the field.

At the Butler Invitation-
al, she finished fifth in the
100 butterfly while team-
mate Hannah Jones was
second. She also teamed
with Haley Sakbun, Kiran
Stauffer and Marcella
Ribeiro for a fifth-place
time of  1:39.47 in the 200
freestyle relay.

Alli Vaughn
FRHS – 2021

Led the Huntington

University women’s bas-
ketball team in scoring in
Saturday’s 75-55 victory
over Bethel.

Vaughn scored her 17
points on 6-of-8 shooting,
including 3-for-4 from
long distance, while mak-
ing both of  her free
throws. She also came up
with six steals and
recorded three assists
and three rebounds for
the Foresters (9-15).

The sophomore had 10
points, seven rebounds,
three steals, one block
and one assist Wednesday
as HU fell 77-73 to Taylor.

Val Muhlenkamp
FRHS – 2020

Paced the University of
Findlay women’s basket-
ball team in rebounds
Saturday as it defeated
visiting Ohio Dominican
85-70.

See Check-up page 7

Bader earns win,
fifth in invitational

Seven.
That’s the number to

beat.
Jay County High

School’s wrestling team
will have a dozen ath-
letes, including six sec-
tional champions, take
the mat Saturday as it
hosts regional competi-
tion with a goal of
increasing its number of
semi-state qualifiers
from a year ago.

Delta and Adams Cen-
tral also have 12
wrestlers apiece compet-
ing Saturday. Cowan is
next with 10.

A victory in the first
round of  the regional
guarantees a semi-state
berth, as the top four
wrestlers in each weight
class advance to the tour-
nament next weekend at
Allen County War Memo-
rial Coliseum.

The Patriots are espe-
cially well-positioned
after they dominated the
sectional tournament on
their home floor a week
ago. Sectional champions
— Daniel Moore, Taye
Curtis, Cody Rowles,
Ethan Reiley, Tony Wood
and Cameron Clark all
won titles for JCHS —
take on fourth-place fin-
ishes from the Delta sec-
tional in the opening
round.

The 11th-ranked Clark
(30-1), who was a regional
runner-up last season
before going on to win
the semi-state and place
seventh in the state
finals, will open his
regional tournament at
145 pounds against
Cowan’s Kyler Coffey (15-
11). He could face off
with either No. 15 Kolten
Rhonemus (31-4) of  Delta
or Bryan Hernandez-
Lopez (32-5) of  Blackford
in the championship
match.

No. 4 Wood and No. 8
Rowles are both two-time
defending regional cham-
pions and carry undefeat-
ed records — 34-0 and 33-
0, respectively — into Sat-
urday’s tournament.
Wood will open against
Delta’s Jacob Snodgrass
(10-17) in the 138-pound
bracket while the first
match for Rowles at 126
pounds will be against
Avry Brooks (22-13) of
Wapahani. Both are
heavy favorites to win
regional titles with no
state-ranked rivals in
their brackets.

The 17th-ranked Ethan
Reiley (32-2), who is also
the regional favorite, will
start his day in the 132-
pound bracket against
Daleville’s Noah Gibson
(22-13).

See Surpass page 7

Patriots
focused on
berths in
semi-state

JCHS
seeks to
surpass
seven

Both Patriot and Tiger teams made it to
the championship games.

The latter walked away with two titles.
Jay County Junior High School’s girls

basketball teams each came up short
against Bluffton in their Allen County
Athletic Conference championship
games Wednesday. The eighth graders
lost 36-27 while the seventh grade team
fell 36-30.

Hallie Schwieterman handled nearly all
of  the scoring for the Patriot eighth grade
team, which won the ACAC regular-season
title, finishing with 25 points. Bailey Tow-
ell had the other two.

Amelia Heath and Gabi Petro each tal-
lied 11 points for the Jay County seventh
graders. Raylin Hummer, Natalie May,
Elizabeth Brunswick and Kyle Shannon
had two points apiece.

Yowell leads
Grace Yowell was the top scorer for the

Jay County High School gymnastics team
in three events Saturday as it scored 53.6

points while competing at the Western
Invitational. (Complete team scores were
not provided.)

Yowell’s best effort came on the vault,
where she scored a 7.4. She also led the
Patriots with scores of  6.95 on the floor
exercise and 5.25 on the uneven parallel
bars, and she added a 4.525 on the balance
beam.

Olivia Cox finished with a 5.725 to lead
JCHS on the beam. She also followed Yow-
ell with a 7.1 on the vault and added a 6.375
on the floor.

Calie Yates closed out the team scoring
with a 6.5 on the floor and a 3.775 on the
beam.

Jay girls fall in finals

Collegiate
Check-up

Local
roundup

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

46-42.
36-33 in overtime.
45-44 in overtime.
All losses.
Those were the results the last

three times the Patriots met Hamil-
ton Heights.

In order to have a chance at their
first sectional title in 17 years, they
will need to flip that script.

The Class 3A No. 2 Jay County
High School girls basketball team
faces a familiar nemesis as it will
take on the host Huskies in the first

of  two Sectional 24 semifinal
games at 6 p.m. Friday at Hamilton
Heights.

“It means everything,” said
JCHS senior Renna Schwieterman
after Wednesday’s practice. “It’s a
big game. We’re excited. We’re
ready to play. We’re really pumped
for it.”

Hamilton Heights (17-5), which
finished 11th in the final Class 3A
poll of  the season, has tortured the
Patriots over the last three seasons.

It started in the 2021 sectional
title game, in which Jay County
was down by one and had the ball

with less than 16 seconds to play
and a chance to take the lead. The
result was a turnover that allowed
the Huskies to get to the foul line
and seal the game.

In the opening round of  last sea-
son’s sectional, the Patriots were
up by nine over Hamilton Heights
in the first half. But that lead
slipped away and they missed
three potential game-winning
shots in the final five seconds of
regulation and two potential game-
tying shots in the final 10 seconds
of  overtime.

Then, on Nov. 12, Kaylee Rhoton

hit a go-ahead 3-pointer in over-
time for the Huskies after their
other two scorers had fouled out.
That came after Camryn Runner
made two of  three foul shots with
1.6 seconds left to force the extra
session.

Over its last 58 games, JCHS is 0-
3 against Hamilton Heights, 52-3
against everyone else.

“It’s our biggest challenge,” said
senior Mabrey McIntire. “It’s
something we’ve been working for
all season. We know that we had to
play them at the end.”

See Challenge page 7

Up for challenge
No. 2 Patriots look forward to the chance to play
team that has knocked them out the last two years

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School girls basketball coach Kirk Comer — between junior Breanna Dirksen (left) and senior Renna
Schwieterman (right) — gives instructions to his team during practice Wednesday. The Class 3A No. 2 Patriots will play in Friday’s
sectional semifinal against the host Hamilton Heights Huskies, who have knocked them out in each of the last two seasons.


