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Lois Keller, 82, Portland
Ricardo Alvarado, 31,

Geneva
Richard Dailey, 79, Linn

Grove
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  46 degrees Mon-
day. The low was 37.

Tonight’s low will be 29.
Expect mostly cloudy skies
Wednesday with a high in the
upper 40s.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

Howard County Republi-
cans recently chose Portland
native Joni DeLon to fill the
Kokomo City Council Second
District seat, which was open
following the death of  council
member Lynn Rudolph.
DeLon is a 1976 Jay County
High School graduate. She
also filed to run for the seat in
this year’s election.

Wednesday — Coverage of
tonight’s Portland Park Board
meeting.

Friday — Preview of  the
JCHS wrestlers at the semi-
state tournament.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371
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By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

The “Big Blue Bridge” will
not be staying in place.

Whether it will be moved else-
where or scrapped still remains
a question.

Rural Portland resident
Jenny Bricker presented Port-
land City Council with her lat-
est update on the bridge Mon-
day, saying Indiana Department
of  Transportation (INDOT) has
decided to move forward with
its removal.

INDOT has a project sched-
uled for this spring to remove
the Indiana 26 (Water Street)
bridge over the Salamonie
River on the eastern edge of
Portland. It would be replaced
with a new concrete structure.

Bricker, who has led a group
attempting to save the bridge,
explained that she and several
local government leaders were
informed at a recent meeting
that INDOT officials said the
cost of  the project continues to
rise — an estimated $4.3 million
to replace the bridge and an
estimated $5.7 million to restore
it in place. INDOT will not
change its plans to replace the
bridge, she added, but has
offered to dismantle the bridge
and move it to be stored if  a
local government unit will com-
mit in writing  by March 15 to
covering the cost of  that
process. The bridge could then
be relocated.

The price tag for dismantling,
cataloging and moving the
bridge to be stored — Bricker
suggested Jay County Fair-
grounds and said she has other
options if  that does not work
out — is $500,000. INDOT would
need to be reimbursed within
one year of  the removal, which
is expected in May.

Bricker asked council mem-
bers Kent McClung, Janet Pow-
ers, Don Gillespie, Michele
Brewster, Matt Goldsworthy,
Mike Aker and Dave Golden to
consider accepting financial
responsibility for that $500,000. 

See Bridge page 2

By SELCAN HACAOGLU
and FIRAT KOZOK
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service

Rescue teams from over-
seas began deploying in
Turkey on Tuesday after a
pair of  powerful earth-
quakes a day earlier killed
at least 4,000 people in the
country and neighboring
Syria, leaving millions to
suffer without power or
heat throughout a snowy
night.

As dawn neared, people
in both countries were set
to spend a second day
searching through the
ruins of  thousands of
buildings left damaged or
demolished by a magni-
tude 7.7 quake that hit near
the Turkish city of
Gaziantep on Monday
morning. Another temblor
measured at 7.6 struck

nearby just nine hours
later, according to Turkey’s
disaster response manage-
ment agency, known as
AFAD.

Rescue teams from
Romania, Switzerland,
Azerbaijan and Lebanon
have been sent to the quake
zone, Turkey’s Vice Presi-
dent Fuat Oktay said, part
of  a broad international
effort to quickly respond to
the crisis. Chinese media

said the government will
offer $5.9 million in assis-
tance.

Turkey’s defense min-
istry said the military has
started evacuating some of
the injured via navy ships
from the Iskenderun port
in the easternmost corner
of  the Mediterranean
while working to set up
field hospitals in the quake
zone. 

See Toll page 5

Toll passes 4,000

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY — The vil-
lage will be getting a new traffic
signal soon.

Fort Recovery Village Council
agreed Monday to move forward
with plans for installing a
device at the intersection of
Elm (Ohio 49) and Butler (Ohio
119) streets.

Mercer County Commission-
ers recently awarded $300,000 in
American Rescue Plan Act
funds to the village for the traf-
fic signal.

Village administrator Randy

Diller noted Choice Once Engi-
neering proposed engineering
work for the project at a cost of
$28,650. The company has also
reached out to Ohio Department
of  Transportation to get the OK

to install the device at the inter-
section.

Council members agreed to
contract with Choice One Engi-
neering for the project and
authorized Diller to sign an

agreement with commissioners
for the funding.

“We will be moving as quickly
as we can with that,” Diller said.

Council also learned PMG
Consulting started its study of
the village’s water plant Mon-
day. The Maryland company has
been contracted for $27,000 to
complete a study, which should
be finished in about 120 days.
Depending on the results, the
village may consider other
treatment options. (The village’s
current treatment plan is nearly
40 years old.)

See Fort Recovery page 2

Fort Recovery to get 2nd signal

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Championship clap
No. 11 Cameron Clark of host Jay County High School claps as he looks toward the Patriot fans after

defeating Delta’s 15th-ranked Kolten Rhonemus in the 145-pound regional championship match Saturday. His title was
the third in a row for the Patriots — Ethan Reiley won at 132 pounds and Tony Wood stayed undefeated with his victory
at 138 pounds — as they won their first regional crown since 1988. For more on the regional, see page 8.

County contributed funds for
light at Ohio 49 and Ohio 119

Group still
hopes to
relocate
structure

Bridge
will not
stay in
place

Tribune News Service/Getty Images/Ilyas Akengin

Rescue workers and volunteers pull out a survivor from the rubble
Monday in Diyarbakir, Turkey, after an earthquake struck the country’s south-
east. It was one of Turkey’s biggest quakes in at least a century, as search
and rescue work continue in several major cities.

Rescue teams from
throughout region are

headed to help in Turkey



Continued from page 1
Fort Recovery has also

been looking into the
future of  its wastewater
treatment, with a study
from Poggemeyer Design
Group suggesting it shift
to a mechanical plant.

Diller noted the village’s
next step is to complete a
rate study, which would
look at the village’s histo-
ry. That would include how
Cooper Farms – Liquid
Egg Products has impact-
ed the system and how the
village’s wastewater may
change in coming years.

He reminded council
that testing at wastewater
lagoons continues to show
low levels of  hydrogen sul-
fide. Kainos Ag has been
applying a product to the
lagoons for months in an
effort to reduce the odor
that had been an issue ear-
lier this year. Although
Diller likened the product
to a miracle solution, he
said it’s hard to tell if  any
of  the village’s current
efforts will meet new EPA
requirements on ammo-
nia, phosphorus and E.
coli limits.

Per Ohio Environmental
Protection Agency’s guide-
lines, the village is also
working on installing
supervisory control and
data acquisition equip-
ment at its water plant,
pump stations and waste-
water lagoons, allowing
workers to monitor condi-
tions via computer or
phone.

Also Monday, Diller said
the village has submitted a
funding request through
Ohio Department of
Transportation’s Systemic
Safety Funding program.
If  awarded a grant, the vil-
lage would use the funds to
reconstruct Butler Street
from George Street to the
western edge of  town.
Reconstruction would
include lowering the hill
along the west portion of
the road, new sidewalks,
curbs and street lights, and
extending a sidewalk to the
driveway to Ambassador
Park. Additional safety
work would also be includ-
ed, improving conditions
for pedestrians at Elm and
Center streets and First
and Butler streets.

The grant — it is offered
through the department’s
Highway Safety Program
— would cover 90% of  the
cost for the construction,
which has been cut from
original plans to recon-
struct the majority of  But-
ler Street (Ohio 119).

ODOT previously
awarded more than a $1
million Transportation
Alternatives Program
grant to the village to com-
plete the project. Miscom-
munication between par-
ties and inflation resulted
in the cost being signifi-
cantly higher than expect-
ed — $4.6 million up from
the estimated $3.1 million.

The village decided to
relinquish its grant dol-
lars back to the state in
December and look for
other funding revenues.
The Systemic Safety Fund-
ing grant was also award-
ed to Fort Recovery in 2022
for its plans to create a
multi-use trail along Ohio
49 and Sharpsburg Road. It
is scheduled to be con-
structed in 2025 or 2026.

In other business, coun-
cil members Greg
Schmitz, Scott Pearson,
Luke Knapke, Al Post,

Cliff  Wendel and Erik
Fiely:

•Heard the village has
purchased the former Fort
Recovery High School base-
ball field — it is being
replaced by a new field on
the east side of  Fort Recov-
ery Elementary/Middle
School — located on the
west side of  Water Street
just north of  Fort Recovery
Street Department.

•Were reminded the vil-
lage is applying for another

grant through the Small
Government Program
offered by Ohio Public
Works Commission. If
awarded, the village may
consider reconstructing
portions of  Gwendolyn and
Wiggs streets, estimated at
$457,000, as well as recon-
structing two blocks of
Main Street and making
some repairs to portions of
Butler Street in the next
year.
See Fort Recovery page 5
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Jay County 
Sheriff’s Department 
is now taking applications for

Custodial and light Maintenance.  
Monday-Friday 7:00am-3:30pm

Accepting Applications Until February 10th
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Lois Keller
Oct. 14, 1940-Feb. 3, 2023

Lois A. Keller, age 82, a resident
of  Portland, passed away Friday,
Feb. 3, 2023, at IU Health Ball
Memorial Hospital in Muncie.

Lois spent most of  her life work-
ing hard on the family farm and
raising her family. She was also
employed by Ball State University
for 20 years. 

Lois Keller was born Oct. 14,
1940, in Muncie, Indiana, the
daughter of  Lurton and Elsie
(Jones) Boyd.

Survivors include the love of  her
life, Gary Keller Sr., Portland; six
children, Tammy (Lennie) Thomas,
Winchester, Terry Keller, Portland,

Tracy (Neal) Snyder,
Muncie, Gary (Linda)
Keller Jr., Milwau-
kee, Mike (Dawn)
Keller, Portland, and
Randy (Jennifer)
Keller, Pennville; and
one sister, Marilyn,
Murfreesboro, Ten-
nessee. She was also
a proud grandmother of  12 grand-
children and 15 great-grandchil-
dren.

Visitation for family and friends
will be held from 5 to 7 p.m. on
Thursday in the Williamson-
Spencer and Penrod Funeral Home
in Portland. 

Ricardo Alvarado, Geneva, Aug. 3,

1991-Feb. 2, 2023. Services will be at
8 p.m. Tuesday at Downing & Glancy
Funeral Home, 100 N. Washington
Street, Geneva.

Richard Dailey, Linn Grove, who
worked in Geneva, Jan. 12, 1944-Feb.
4, 2023. Services will be at 11 a.m.
Thursday at Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 N. Washington Street,
Geneva.

••••••••••
The Commercial Review publishes

death notices for those with a con-
nection to our coverage area free of
charge. They include the name, city
of  residence, birth/death date and
time/date/location of  services.

There is a charge for obituaries,
which are accepted only from funer-
al homes or mortuary services.

Obituaries

Keller

Continued from page 1
She also asked that the city

consider contributing $100,000 to
the effort, with a goal of  bring-
ing in the remaining amount
needed via fundraising.

Powers asked about the esti-
mated cost of  putting the bridge
back together in a new location
— Bricker suggested across the
pond at Hudson Family Park —
after it is dismantled and stored.

That is estimated at $2 mil-
lion, Bricker said. She said dona-
tions, fundraisers and grants
could be pursued to cover the
cost.

Council took no action on the
issue.

Answering questions from
multiple council members, city
attorney Wes Schemenaur said
the next step in the process
toward a Wendy’s being built at

514 N. Meridian St. is a request
for a zoning variance.

He explained that initial
design of  the Wendy’s parking
lot does not comply with the
city’s zoning ordinance, which
requires the Race Street
entrance to be at least 70 feet
from Meridian Street. Wenzak,
the firm that has purchased the
land with plans to open a
Wendy’s, will seek a zoning vari-
ance to allow the design to move
forward during a board of  zon-
ing appeals meeting set for 5:30
p.m. Feb. 14 at Community
Resource Center.

If  approved, construction is
ready to move forward. If
denied, the planned fast-food
restaurant would need to be
redesigned to comply with the
city’s zoning ordinance.

Answering a question from

McClung, Schemenaur said
Phase I and Phase II environ-
mental studies have been com-
pleted on the property and show
no environmental issues.

In other business, council:
•Heard from Boggs that a start

date has not yet been set for the
planned Meridian Street storm
sewer project. The mayor said
after the meeting that the
planned INDOT paving of
Meridian Street (U.S. 27)
through the city for this year has
been moved to 2024, which elimi-
nates previous time constraints
to complete the sewer work.

•Was informed by the mayor
that he is hoping to have Indiana
Brownfields remove a petroleum
tank from the southeast side of
the Bailey Building property on
Main Street on the west side of
the downtown area. The city is

in the process of  accepting bids
for demolition of  the structure.
(Indiana Brownfields has
already committed to removing
three petroleum tanks from the
former Sheller-Globe south
building at 510 S. Bridge St.)

•Again discussed on-call pay
with wastewater department
superintendent Brad Clayton,
who last month proposed imple-
menting $300 and a take-home
vehicle for employees required
to be available if  problems arise
at the treatment plant. Council
members and Boggs expressed
concern about making sure any
such policy change is equitable
across departments. Boggs ulti-
mately said he will consider the
request as he puts together his
proposed salary ordinance later
this year.

•Approved the following:

Updates to police department
rules and regulations regarding
beards and use of  Jay County
Sheriff ’s Office’s firing range; A
$5,000 contribution to Arts
Place’s summer concert series
at Hudson Family Park.

•Received clarification for
Portland assistant police chief
Michael Brewster that golf
carts will need to be inspected
each year in order to receive a
permit. (He noted that permits
issued in 2022 are good through
April 30.)

•Heard McClung clarify poli-
cies for public comment and
meetings. Those interested in
speaking need to request to be
on the agenda by 4 p.m. on the
Wednesday prior to the meeting.
(Public comment is also allowed
when council is considering an
ordinance.)

Bridge ...

Today
Alvarado, Ricardo: 8 p.m.,

Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva. 

Thursday
Dailey, Richard: 11 a.m.,

Downing & Glancy Funeral
Home, 100 Washington St.,
Geneva. 

Hitchens, Dora: 2 p.m., MJS
Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian St.,
Redkey.

May 13
Warrick, Clarice: 11 a.m.,

West Richmond Friends Meet-
ing, 609 W. Main St., Richmond.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Fort Recovery ...

Today
4 p.m. — Jay County

Development Corpora-
tion, Community
Resource Center, 118 S.
Meridian St., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Portland
Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Pennville
Town Council, town
hall, 105 N. Washington
St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia

Town Council, school-
house community cen-
ter.

Wednesday
6 p.m. — Jay County

Commissioners and Jay
County Council joint
session, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

6:45 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty Council, auditorium,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................6.86
March corn ..............6.88
Wheat ......................7.43

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................6.91
March corn ..............6.93
April corn ................6.98

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn..........................6.87
March corn ..............6.87
Beans ......................15.03
March beans ..........15.13

Wheat ...................... 6.96
July wheat .............. 7.46

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................6.75
Late Feb. corn..........6.75
Beans ......................15.04
Late Feb. beans ......15.06
Wheat ......................7.47

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.46
March corn ..............6.51
Beans ......................14.81
March beans ..........14.86
Wheat ......................7.11

In 1812, Charles Dick-
ens was born in Land-
port, Portsmouth, in the
United Kingdom. Dick-
ens wrote “A Christmas
Carol” and “Oliver
Twist,” the former of
which has had dozens of
film adaptations.

In 1964, the Beatles
landed in New York City,
launching the musical
event known as the
British Invasion. 

In 2011, Portland
Mayor Bruce Hosier
announced Fort Recov-
ery Industries pur-

chased a building in
Portland Industrial
Park for $383.554.63.
(The sale had been final-
ized three days earlier.)
It included 8 acres
around the building on
county road 100 North
just east of  U.S. 27.

In 2022, Portland
City Council allocated
$100,000 in economic
development funds from
Bitter Ridge Wind Farm
to Portland Park Board
to be used for repairs at
Portland Water Park.

—The CR

CR almanac

46/41 57/33 42/26 35/25 46/36
Partly

sunny, with
rain and up to
30 mph winds
slated for the
evening.

Sunny
skies are in
the forecast
for Sunday
with a high in
the mid to
upper 40s.

Partly
sunny with a
high in the
mid 30s. At
night, mostly
clear.

Wind gusts
could reach as
high as 50
mph with an
80% chance of
showers.

There’s a
40% chance
of rain in the
afternoon
under mostly
cloudy skies.

Wednesday
2/8

Thursday
2/9

Friday
2/10

Saturday
2/11

Sunday
2/12

Powerball
Monday
5-11-22-23-69
Powerball: 7
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot: $20

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $31

million

Hoosier
Monday
Midday
Daily Three: 5-9-5
Daily Four: 7-1-6-8
Quick Draw: 2-5-6-7-10-

11-12-13-19-26-27-38-39-53-
55-57-61-67-69-70

Evening
Daily Three: 1-3-1
Daily Four: 0-9-5-4
Quick Draw: 4-5-10-11-

19-21-23-26-29-31-40-41-44-
48-49-60-63-71-72-73

Cash 5: 9-17-18-32-45
Estimated jackpot:

$786,000

Ohio
Monday
Midday
Pick 3: 6-6-0
Pick 4: 5-6-4-4
Pick 5: 6-7-6-2-3
Evening
Pick 3: 6-1-6
Pick 4: 6-1-6-2
Pick 5: 4-3-5-2-9
Rolling Cash 5: 1-8-10-

15-25
Estimated jackpot:

$120,000
Classic Lotto: 6-8-14-

32-41-46
Kicker: 2-1-5-2-4-8
Jackpot: $5 million

Lotteries



DEAR ABBY: I’m 33 with a
wonderful husband and amazing
kids, ages 4 and 6. I have a close
bond with my parents. We live in
a city about 80 miles from them.
It seems like we are always the
ones to do the visiting, and I have
to practically beg them to visit
me for one overnight visit a year.
My house is smaller than theirs,
but we offer up our bedroom for
their stay. Meanwhile, because
my brother still lives at home
with my parents, I sleep on an air
mattress when I’m there. 

Abby, I bend myself  into a pret-
zel to make it work for them, and
yet there are always excuses why
they won’t visit. Mom tells me
she misses the kids, but she
invariably expects me to pack a
bag and head that way. It’s frus-
trating. Sometimes our budget is
so tight, I don’t have the luxury
of  spending an extra $70-plus in
gas for a trip. My financial situa-
tion is not her burden, so I never
mention it. I brought up just
once in the past that she rarely
visits, and she really does believe
in her head that she visits at
least twice a year. When I cor-

rected her, she blew up.  I’m not
sure how to feel about this.
Sometimes it hurts inside like a
rejection, and other times I feel
like I need to tell myself  to grow
up. So here I am — in the middle,
with grandkids who love their
grandparents, grandparents who
love their grandkids and, if  I
don’t play the mom-taxi, how
will they see each other? —
MOM-TAXI IN TENNESSEE

DEAR MOM-TAXI: They
won’t. And when your mother
asks why you have stopped
coming, point out that fuel is
costly and your budget is very
tight. Then suggest that if  she
wants her grandchildren to
remember her when she and
your dad are gone, they need
to make more of  an effort to

visit you more than once a
year. If  their hesitancy is
because your house isn’t com-
fortable, suggest they stay at
a nearby hotel or motel.

P.S. If  your mother gets
lonely between visits, she can
always video chat, as count-
less other grandparents do
today.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My husband and

I have been married more than
40 years. As he’s grown older, he
has become the stereotypical
“grumpy old man.” Although he
can be thoughtful, like giving me
flowers for my birthday, he’s
increasingly moody, impatient
and angry. He often rants about
politics and other things and
won’t stop trying to impose his
views on me. I agree with some
of  his opinions, but he gets upset
if  I disagree. 

Because I don’t want an argu-
ment, I either don’t respond or
leave the room, which also
upsets him. Sometimes he apolo-
gizes because he knows his rant-
ing upsets me, but shortly after,
he resumes doing it. I love him

and do a lot of  things for him,
but living with him can be a
downer. Can you suggest any
strategies for coping with my
“grumpy old man”? — ENDUR-
ING IT IN NEW HAMPSHIRE

DEAR ENDURING IT:
Schedule an annual physical
exam for yourself  and your
grumpy old man. Behavioral
changes in an older person
should not be minimized or
ignored because they could be
a symptom of  physical (or
mental) illness. Once you
know what you are dealing
with, take your cues from the
doctor or spend less time one-
on-one with your husband
and tell him why.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: What’s the best

way to decline handshakes? In
social settings, I often find
myself  ready to dine, hands
washed and sanitized, only for
someone to thrust their hand
toward me expecting a hand-
shake. The last thing I want
before handling my food is to
shake anyone’s hand. 

In one instance, a man who

was hosting the gathering with
his wife returned from a bike
ride as we were approaching the
dinner table and offered me his
sweaty hand. Refusing elicited a
dirty look from my partner and
an expression of  bewilderment
on the face of  the bicyclist.
Please advise. — KEEPING
CLEAN IN THE WEST

DEAR KEEPING CLEAN: If
this is of  any comfort, you are
far from the only person who
dislikes shaking hands. Over
the years, I have received let-
ters from many others who
share your concern. Some are
afraid of  COVID; others sim-
ply dislike the physical con-
tact. (In some cultures, hand-
shaking is never done.) Some
individuals avoid it by placing
their palms together, leaning
forward a bit, smiling and
saying something like, “Great
to see you!” or, in your case,
“So how was that bike ride?”
If  you don’t do this already,
keep a small bottle of  hand
sanitizer on your person to
use when you’re out of
options.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
BRYANT COMMUNITY

CENTER EUCHRE — Will
be played at 1 p.m. each
Tuesday.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
substance abuse. Meal
starts at 6 p.m. and the
meeting is from 6:30 to 8
p.m. every Tuesday at the
Nazarene Fellowship Build-
ing across from the
Nazarene church, 249 E.
Center St., Dunkirk. For
more information, call
Amanda Price at (765) 283-
2107.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
at Zion Evangelical Luther-
an Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (567) 279-8352
or (260) 729-7000.

NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 7 p.m.
each Tuesday at Church of
God of  Prophecy, 797 N.
Creagor Ave. in Portland.
For more information, call
(260) 766-9334.

Wednesday
WEDNESDAY MORN-

ING BREAKFAST CLUB —
Will meet at 8 a.m. in the
east room of  Richards
Restaurant. All women are
invited to attend. Includes
activities and devotional
time.

PING PONG — Will be

played from 11 a.m. to noon
on Wednesdays at West Jay
Community Center.

BRYANT/NEW CORY-
DON SENIOR CITIZENS —
Will meet at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday at the Bryant
Community Center for a
carry-in dinner. Meat is
provided.

PORTLAND ROTARY
CLUB — Will meet at
noon each Wednesday at
Harmony Cafe, 121 N.
Meridian St.

JAY COUNTY CIVIC
THEATRE — Holds its reg-
ular meeting at 5:30 p.m. on
the second Wednesday of
each month in the board
room at Arts Place, 131 E.
Walnut St., Portland.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT
GROUP — For caregivers
of  persons with
Alzheimer’s disease or
related dementias, the
group will meet at 6 p.m.
the second Wednesday of
each month at Blackford
Community Hospital con-
ference room, 410 Pilgrim
Boulevard in Hartford City.
For more information, call
Joni Slentz or Lisa Garrett
at (765) 348-1072 or (800) 272-
3900.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at 6:30
p.m. each Wednesday in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 218
E. High St., Portland. For
more information, call (260)
726-8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions, will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
each Wednesday at Redkey
United Methodist Church,
122 W. Main St. Come early
for a meal. For more infor-
mation, call Pastor Randy
Davis at (765) 369-2085.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Chris-
tian recovery program
meets at 10 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. each Thursday at A
Second Chance At Life
Ministries, 228 S. Meridi-
an St. in Portland. 
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Saturday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Community Calendar

By DIANA DOLECKI
Special to The Commercial Review

The good news is that
our son-in-law came
through his recent sur-
gery just fine and is now
on the mend. More good
news is that the sun is
shining. Even more good
news is that I have a
birthday coming up.

Most of  the time the
only thing we do for
birthdays is to go out to
eat. It has been a long
time since we expected
gifts. I am not sure about
the others but the last
thing I need is more
stuff.

When Mom was still
alive we would gather at
her house to celebrate
the February birthdays.
There were five or six of
us who were born in
what seems like the

longest month of  the
year. I usually chose to go
down there toward the
end of  the month as that
was when most of  the
birthdays were.

The one time I went
down on my own birth-
day, Mom said I had upset
my brother, Michael,
because I didn’t come
back a couple weeks later
for his birthday. I asked
him about it and he said
he didn’t care one way or
another. Even so I didn’t
make that mistake ever
again.

I would bake us a cake
and maybe some cookies.
We would exchange gifts,
eat cake and play cards.
We would cheat, some-
times intentionally and
sometimes not. In later
years Mom would keep
score and as often as not,
her math skills would let
us win even when we
shouldn’t have. We
learned quickly to never
correct her math.

We were a noisy bunch
and even those who did-
n’t play cards would
cheer for Mom to win
and coach the rest of  us
if  we made an exception-
ally foolish move. If  the
weather was unseason-
ably warm we would
carry a card table out to
the top of  the driveway
and play outside. I have
no idea what the neigh-

bors thought about all
the noise.

Last year we met at an
Indian restaurant in
Richmond. We had not
been there before. I
ordered the same thing as
my brother, David,
because he is not known
to tolerate excessively
spicy cuisine. I was sur-
prised that I liked the
food as much as I did.

We didn’t play cards or
have birthday cake, but
we did catch up on each
other’s lives and plans for
the future. We were a lot
quieter than we used to
be. I guess we finally out-
grew the need to shout.

David and his wife got
me a gift, and when I
opened it a bunch of  plas-
tic butterflies flew out.
Then David told the staff
he would pay extra for

them to sing Happy Birth-
day to me. That is the first
and only time I have ever
had people sing to me.

As far as I know this
year will be much quieter.
There are no plans to
meet anyone anywhere. I
expect the day to be one
of  those that get lost in
time as being just another
day.

I talked to a long-time
girlfriend the other day.
She said she also has a
birthday coming up. She
will be 80. She said that
she is expecting it to be
just another day for her.
Maybe I should bake her a
cake and invite her to go
out to eat. The problem
with that is that she lives
several hours away.
Instead of  meeting her
somewhere for a good
meal, I intend to find a

birthday card to send to
her and leave it at that.

I find it a bit unnerving
to realize that I am the old-
est in my immediate fami-
ly. I am older than my
brothers, my cousins and
many of  the friends I had
as a child. The older I get
the faster time goes and
birthdays and other holi-
days take on less and less
importance.

I like to think that I
don’t miss those raucous
get-togethers, but a part of
me does.

It seems peculiar that
things that used to be
important aren't impor-
tant anymore. In fact,
important things aren’t
things at all. The truly
important things are the
people who love us and the
experiences we have when
we are together.

Priorities change over the years

Grandparents barely try to see grandkids
Dear
Abby

As I
See It
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To the editor:
Please mark your cal-

endar for Friday, Feb. 17,
to attend the eighth
Mandy Theurer Memori-
al Benefit.

The fundraising din-
ner, which is donation
based, consists of  pulled
pork, cheesy potatoes,
green beans and dessert.

This event is in memo-
ry of  Mandy, who was in
a single-car accident that
ended her life at 26 years
of  age. All money raised
is used to help members
of  our community who
may need a helping hand
— scholarships for grad-
uating seniors, hygiene
bags for sixth graders in
our county, cancer

patients and others in
need. 

The dinner will be at
Jay Community Center
from 5 to 7 p.m. There will
be a bounce house and a
silent auction as well.

We will be dining in
person this year with car-
ryout available.

We look forward to see-
ing you on Feb. 17.

Roger and Charlene
Theurer 

Madison Township 

Mark calendar
for the benefit
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the Editor

By MICHAEL J. HICKS
Indiana’s hospital industry is

among the most monopolized in
the United States, with several
federal healthcare regions facing
no competition. 

The wholly predictable result
is that prices for routine medical
procedures are among the high-
est in the world. Not surprisingly,
tax filings with the IRS reveal
that Indiana’s not-for-profit hos-
pitals are among the most prof-
itable businesses in the United
States. To be fair, they tell an
entirely different story in press
releases and to reporters. I’ll let
you judge to whom they are
telling the truth.

One result of  this monopoliza-
tion is that Hoosiers pay a lot
more for most common medical
procedures. A whopping 97% of
outpatient visits to the six biggest
hospital systems are charged
rates that are above the national
average. Dozens of  studies, from
think tanks, universities and con-
sultants have reported these
facts. The most recent study, com-
missioned by the Indiana legisla-
ture, was performed by some of
the world’s best healthcare econo-
mists at UC Berkeley. They report
not merely higher prices, but that
hospital system mergers caused
price increases of  almost 20% for
local residents.

The monopolization of  Indi-
ana’s healthcare industry is so
extensive that the six biggest hos-
pital systems are no longer really
hospital systems. They are in
fact, diverse conglomerates that
have acquired so many physician
practices, clinics and outpatient
services that no new hospital sys-
tem can enter the market. In the
jargon of  anti-trust economics, it
is one of  the most extensive
examples of  ‘vertical integration’
since the Gilded Age monopolies.

These conglomerates are so
lucrative that just last year, one of
them made a nearly half-billion-
dollar donation to Indiana Uni-
versity to mask its profits and
still was more profitable than
Walmart. In a typical year, these
firms together deliver more than
$2 billion or more to investment
funds. These not-for-profit firms
are shoveling money to Wall
Street and tax havens in the
Caribbean. In the last year before
COVID, Indiana’s hospital profits
alone accounted for a whopping
27% of  all the state’s economic
growth.

If  this decade is as lucrative as
the last 10 years, these ‘hospitals’
will generate more money in
investment income than they do
providing healthcare. This will
force them to change their indus-
trial classification from hospitals
to financial investment firms.
This outflow of  income has
slowed the Hoosier economy and
made access to medical care more
difficult for everyone. Indeed,
part of  the reason Hoosiers are
less healthy than average Ameri-

cans is that accessing medical
care is prohibitively expensive.

Fortunately, the General
Assembly has legislation that will
go a long way in restoring com-
petitive prices in Indiana health-
care. Though I think Indiana’s
large hospital systems should
still fear anti-trust litigation,
these bills should be an easy vote
for legislators. In my reading of
the proposed laws, they do two big
things to reduce the negative
effects of  hospital monopolies.

First, HB1004 makes it far more
difficult for hospital monopolies
to prevent competition from other
providers. The legislation ends
non-compete clauses that force
out physicians from rural com-
munities and make opening a
new clinic impossible in most
markets. These non-compete
clauses are a textbook example of
artificial barriers to entry. The
legislation also prevents hospi-
tals from charging higher facility
fees for doctors’ visits, and they
prohibit contracts that force
physicians to steer patients to in-
network clinics.

These laws also provide a tax
incentive for new healthcare
providers and ban the practice of
hospital systems dictating med-
ical care guidelines to their physi-
cians. Altogether, these laws pro-
vide a huge step towards disman-
tling the monopolies that’ve been
built up over the past decade. But,
the really important parts are the
price benchmarks for the indus-
try.

Hoosiers pay much more for
medical care than the average
American. In some markets, like
Fort Wayne, consumers pay more
than 50% more for many proce-
dures than do average Ameri-
cans. HB1004 would set a bench-
mark at the average national
price for all procedures. Hospitals
that charge more than the nation-
al average will face a financial
penalty.

Faithful readers will know that
I am a free market economist. I
am deeply uncomfortable with
government interfering in free
markets. However, Indiana’s hos-
pital monopolies are not remotely
free markets. Ignoring these
monopolies violates the core prin-
ciples of  free market advocates.

Indiana has six large hospital
systems and dozens of  smaller
independent hospitals. Among
the large network systems are
plentiful evidence of  monopolies.
Among the smaller independent
hospitals, the reverse is true. The
independent hospitals actually
charge less for procedures in

places with less competition.
That’s the intent behind the not-
for-profit legislation. So, House
Bill 1004 treats system and inde-
pendent providers differently, as
it should.

The legislature has approached
this problem deliberately, focus-
ing on developing a good under-
standing of  the many issues sur-
rounding hospital monopolies.
They’ve patiently waited for four
very detailed think tank studies
of  individual pricing patterns in
hospitals. They have collected
studies from other academic
research centers, think tanks and
advocacy groups on all sides.
They kept getting the same
answer; the hospital monopolies
are the immediate problem.

The General Assembly even
asked the industry to develop its
own path towards more competi-
tive pricing. The industry
ignored that simple request. One
reason they can so easily snub the
legislature is that hospital
monopolies are the most powerful
industry in Indiana. They make
billions in profits, hire dozens of
lobbyists and flood their local
boards with university and not-
for-profit leaders. It even turns
out that IRS filings on donations
by hospitals to local groups
reveals an uncomfortable overlap
with board members. One might
go so far as to speculate that
board members find it hard to
raise difficult questions about
hospital pricing, knowing how
much their groups depend on
these ill-gotten gains.

The legislature’s attempt to
address widespread monopolies
are too important to fall victim to
the power of  the hospital lobby.
There are other issues that must
also be addressed. We can make
insurance markets more competi-
tive and do more to make phar-
macy pricing more transparent.
We consumers need to be more
involved in our healthcare,
including choosing physicians
and hospitals with an eye on price
as well as quality. However, with-
out first addressing hospital
monopolies, none of  these steps
are possible.

There’s no perfect solution to
the problem of  hospital monopo-
lies. It took more than a decade for
this problem to clobber us, and
the legislature has been working
hard for several years to come up
with this solution. Other states
have wrestled with these monopo-
lies. Some used the courts, others
used single-payer systems. Indi-
ana’s plan is the best, most mar-
ket-friendly plan I’ve seen. It
needs to pass this year.

••••••••••
Hicks is the director of  the Cen-

ter for Business and Economic
Research and the George and
Frances Ball distinguished profes-
sor of  economics in the Miller Col-
lege of  Business at Ball State Uni-
versity. Email him at
mhicks@bsu.edu.

Bill would restrict monopolies
By NIKI KELLY
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Indiana appears poised
for the unfathomable: an
unopposed Republican pri-
mary for an open U.S. Sen-
ate seat.

With current Sen. Mike
Braun deciding to run for
governor in 2024, a com-
petitive Senate primary
was expected to include a
host of  big-name Hoosier
politicos.

Instead, Third District
Congressman Jim Banks
appears to have cleared the
field in only a few weeks —
reeling in key endorse-
ments including former
President Donald Trump
and getting crucial donors
on board.

The (possible) last domi-
no fell on Tuesday when
former Gov. Mitch Daniels
announced he would not
run. Moments later, the
powerful National Repub-
lican Senatorial Commit-
tee – and its formidable
coffers – backed Banks.

And moderate Republi-
cans around the state —
call them Lugar or Daniels
Republicans — sighed in
frustration.

You can’t run to the
right of  Banks. So, the
only hope is a candidate
more in the middle of  the
party. But that doesn’t
seem to be in the cards.

To put this in perspec-
tive, since 1976 — when
direct primaries were
implemented — there has
never been an uncontested
GOP primary for an open
Senate seat. In 1998, Paul
Helmke defeated John
Price; in 2010 Dan Coats
bested four GOP oppo-
nents; and in 2016 Todd
Young beat then-Congress-
man Marlin Stutzman.

Sometimes incumbents
are even challenged in the
primaries.

Possibilities
One keen political

observer said lightning
could still strike, but no
one else is coming to the
forefront at this point.

A Bellwether Research
poll conducted in Decem-
ber had Banks trailing
Attorney General Todd
Rokita, 16% to 14%.

But Rokita lately has
seemed content with his
statewide office, with
fewer rumors swirling
about a possible run. Con-
gresswoman Victoria
Spartz polled at 12% in
that survey but is now
reevaluating. Former Con-
gressman Trey
Hollingsworth was also at
11% in that poll. He left
Congress and was consid-
ering a run for governor

but appears to have missed
that moment.

Would he like the Senate
better? He is a conserva-
tive, but not as loud about
it as Banks.

The open governor’s seat
— Gov. Eric Holcomb is
term-limited — is attract-
ing more attention than
the Senate. For instance,
businessman and Secre-
tary of  Commerce Brad
Chambers could occupy a
lane that Banks doesn’t in
a Senate race but has
shown interest only in a
governor’s bid.

Holcomb is an interest-
ing possibility. He has been
mum on his future. On one
hand, we know he had in
an interest in the Senate
because he was originally
running for it in 2016
before dropping out and
becoming Lt. Governor
shortly after. But his
COVID-19 measures and
veto of  the transgender
sports bill have cost him
Republican support.

Another longtime politi-
co said that for a moderate
to enter the GOP Senate
primary race, they would
have to have a built-in pedi-
gree similar to Daniels.
Otherwise, they will get
destroyed in this new
Republican Party era.

“If  you show one ounce
of  moderation, you are
doomed,” the insider said.

••••••••••
Indiana Capital Chroni-

cle is an independent, non-
profit news organization.
Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Banks seems to
have cleared field

Michael
J. Hicks

Niki
Kelly

... since
1976 —

when direct
primaries

were
implemented —

there has
never been an
uncontested
GOP primary
for an open
Senate seat.
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•Learned a funding request for a two-bay

electric vehicle charging station through a
program with Applied Energy Services
was not approved. Diller noted there may
be other sources of  funding for the project,
which officials hoped to install near the
visitor center in the village. (If  it had been
selected, the village would not have paid
any costs to have the station installed.)

•OK’d Psi Iota Xi sorority to close the
brick portion of  Wayne Street from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. April 29 for the Brick Street Mar-
ket event.

•Heard another public hearing about
exempting the Ohio 49 railroad crossing
on the north side of  the village near Rail-
road Street — the first public hearing was
not advertised correctly — is slated for 2
p.m. today at St. Henry High School.
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Continued from page 8
Bader was about a half-

second behind Delta’s
Annie Jackson midway
through the race Saturday
after that backstroke leg.
But she had a more than
seven-second advantage
over Jackson on the breast-
stroke leg and continued to
pull away in the freestyle.

Her winning time of  2
minutes, 18.95 seconds, was
an improvement by about
4.5 seconds over Thurs-
day’s preliminaries and
was more than five seconds
faster than runner-up Ella
Krug of  Norwell. (Jackson
finished third.)

“I knew that’s the way it
was going to go,” said
Slavik, “just because she’s
got such a strong second
half  of  her IM. … She set
goals of  where she wanted
to be and she swam those
today.”

Bader’s dominance in
her signature stroke con-
tinued later as she won the
100 breaststroke by 6.1 sec-
onds over South Adams’
Julia Arnold in a race that
was never close.

Joining Bader in advanc-
ing to the state finals in
multiple individual events
was Eleanor Groves of
Delta, who won the 50
freestyle and 100 freestyle.
(The winner of  each swim-
ming event moves on to the
state finals while the top
four divers qualify for the
regional.)

Lauren Fisher, Morgan
DeHoff  and Bader also
teamed with Zion
Beiswanger for second
behind Delta in the 200
freestyle relay and with
Kenzie Huey for third in
the 200 medley relay.

Snow worked her way
into the No. 3 spot behind
Grier Backus and Ava
West, both of  Delta, with
her first five dives during
preliminaries Saturday
morning and that order
held throughout. She was
just nine points behind
West for second place after
the semifinals before slip-
ping a bit in the final three

dives, as the one dive that
caused her problems was
her last — a back dive with
one somersault and one
twist.

She finished with 339.6
points to trail Backus
(391.45) and West (363.95). A
third Delta diver, Kadence
Rector, took the last region-
al qualifying spot for
tonight’s competition at
Hamilton Southeastern
with 326.95 points.

Though her last dive fal-
tered, Snow was especially
happy with her inward
dive in the pike position.

“It was probably the best
I could have asked for,” she
said after improving her
sectional score by 32.75
over last season. “It was
really high. I got really into
the pike and I stayed over
the board.”

The next best individual
swimming finish for JCHS
came — literally — behind
Bader as DeHoff  placed
third in the 100 breast-
stroke. Beiswanger was
sixth to give the Patriots
half  of  the top six in the
event.

Aubrey Millspaugh
placed fourth in the 500
freestyle and sixth in the
200 freestyle while Fisher
finished sixth in the 100
butterfly and eighth in the
50 freestyle. Huey took fifth
place in the 100 backstroke
and Hannah Laux placed
eighth in the 200 IM.

Sophia Hoevel,
Millspaugh, Beiswanger
and Laux were fifth in the
400 freestyle relay.

Union City’s Elly O’Con-
nor, who trains with Jay
County, finished second in
the 100 freestyle and third
in the 50 freestyle.

Also competing for the
Patriots in consolation
finals Saturday were
DeHoff  (ninth – 100 butter-
fly), Avery Wentz (ninth –
100 backstroke, 14th – 500
freestyle), Hoevel (10th – 100
freestyle, 11th – 200
freestyle), Stacy Fomina
(11th – diving), Laux (11th –
100 butterfly) and
Beiswanger (11th - 200 IM).

Qualifiers ...

Fort Recovery ...

Continued from page 1
Turkey’s Anadolu news agency

showed one plane with victims arriv-
ing in Istanbul. More than 330,000
quake victims have been moved into
hostels and university campuses,
Oktay said.

In Kahramanmaras, one of  the
areas hardest hit by the second tem-
blor, members of  an extended family
huddled in a makeshift cabin at a con-
struction site, waiting for rescue
workers to come and pull out a 55-
year-old female relative from the rub-
ble of  a pancaked apartment build-
ing.

“I convinced one rescue team to
come and check, but they left saying
‘we will come back,’ and we’ve been
waiting for them since yesterday,”
Ibrahim Incoglu, 48, said by phone
from the town of  Elbistan. “We were
able to find wood to keep us warm
overnight but we’ve no food and can’t
leave. Many buildings have collapsed
or been badly damaged and the num-
ber of  rescue teams are inadequate.”

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
said Turkey is facing “the strongest
disaster in a century.” Speaking on
Monday before the second quake
struck, he said it was impossible to
speculate about the final death toll.
Turkey later declared seven days of
mourning.

The death count stood at 2,921 in
Turkey early Tuesday, according to
the country’s disaster agency, while
the Associated Press said more than
1,000 were killed in Syria. The quakes
left almost 16,000 injured in Turkey as
a shortage of  gasoline in the quake
zone hampered the rescue operation,
reports said.

At least four Turkish airports were
damaged, said authorities, who were
tracking calls for help on social media
from people who were believed to be
trapped under the rubble. More than
6,200 buildings have collapsed in
Turkey, authorities said.

Among those affected were many
of  Turkey’s 3.7 million registered Syr-
ian refugees, the biggest such popula-
tion in the world.

Turkey stopped oil flows to Ceyhan
export terminal on the Mediter-
ranean coast as a precaution,
although no leaks were detected on
the pipelines feeding crude to the
facility, according to an official with
direct knowledge of  the matter. Iraqi
Kurdistan suspended oil exports
through Turkey to the terminal, the
Ministry of  Natural Resources in
Kurdistan said.

Ceyhan is a vital hub for oil sales

from northern Iraq and Azerbai-
jan. The port exported over 1 mil-
lion barrels a day in January, or 1%
of  global oil supplies. The shut-
down helped push up prices on
Monday.

U.S. President Joe Biden and
other world leaders offered condo-
lences. Biden said the US deployed
teams to support Turkey’s search-
and-rescue operations, and “U.S.-

supported humanitarian partners
are also responding to the destruc-
tion in Syria.”

Turkey lies in one of  the world’s
most active seismic zones and is
crossed by numerous fault lines.
The disaster affected several south-
ern Turkish provinces stretching
hundreds of  kilometers, where
about 13 million people are bracing
for colder winter temperatures. 

Toll ...

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

Comcast has signed con-
tracts with Indiana’s Office
of  Community & Rural
Affairs (OCRA) to bring
gigabit-capable broadband
service to unserved parts
of  Indiana.

The initial finalized
agreements will enable
Comcast to build to rural,
unserved portions of  Allen,
Bartholomew, Carroll,
Cass, Delaware, Fayette,
Hendricks, Jennings, John-
son, Hamilton, Huntington,
LaPorte, Madison, Mar-
shall, Montgomery, Mor-
gan, Porter, Starke and
Wayne counties.

Under Indiana’s Next
Level Connections Broad-
band Grant Program, Com-
cast is partnering with the
state and local govern-
ments to build and deliver
fast, reliable broadband
service to more than 10,000
homes and businesses
across 19 counties. The
projects will deploy 1,200
miles of  fiber to unserved
rural portions of  Indiana.
Under this latest phase of
Next Level Connections
grants, Comcast is invest-
ing $36 million in conjunc-
tion with the state’s $13.6
million to expand its net-
work.

This partnership builds
upon Comcast’s ongoing
commitment to bridging
Indiana’s rural digital
divide. 

State,
Comcast
sign to
partner

Tribune News Service/ZUMA Press Wire/Ahmet Yukus

Rescue teams try to reach trapped residents inside collapsed
buildings at Galleria Apartment in Diyarbakir, southeast Turkey.
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MARION YOUNG
FARMERS 

Consignment Auction
Mercer Landmark,
Chickasaw, Ohio

Between U.S. Rt. 127 &
New Bremen
on St. Rt. 274

SATURDAY,MARCH 18
10 A.M.

PLEASE CONSIGN
YOUR EQUIPMENT
WITH ONE OF THE

FOLLOWING:
Todd Bertke – 419-230-

1705
Brad Rindler – 419-584-

6356
Please call by Feb. 17 to

Assure Advertising
WE WILL BE TAKING IN

EQUIPMENT
THURSDAY & FRIDAY

before the sale
No items Will be Con-
signed Saturday Morn-

ing
COLDWATER AUCTION

SERVICE

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall, Jay County
Fairgrounds, Portland,

IN
Saturday Morning

FEBRUARY 11, 2023
9:30 A.M.

ANTIQUES-OLD &
COLLECTORS ITEMS

CROCKS AND
STONEWARE:    8 gal
with blue flowers,  Yel-
low Ware crock bowls,
Hoying Hardware, Cold-
water Ohio crock bowl,
crock with handle and
lid, 3 gallon Bee Sting,
and others not listed.
(2) 1911 and (2) 1917
porcelain license plates;
LAMPS:   Cast iron base

with Leaded Glass
Shade, Fenton Cranber-
ry, cast iron skillets;

wood plane; triple wood
pulley; wood pulleys;
Coca Cola cooler;

National washboard;
small copper kettle with
handles; ;  Bakelite baby
rattler; German razor in

case; honey labels;
Belick creamer; and
many other items not

listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Building will open at

8:00 a.m. day of auction
for preview.   

RICHARD STACHLER
Loy Auction

AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons AU10700085

Travis Theurer
AU11200131  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 3554 W 300 N  

Thursday evening
FEBRUARY 16, 2023

6:00 P.M.
REAL ESTATE:

Property consists of a 2
Bedroom, 2 bathroom
mobile home with an

attached garage.  Mobile
home has a gas fur-

nace, hot water heater,
and a water softener.

Gas cook stove, washer
and dryer to stay with
the property.  Property
has 2 wells and a leach
bed.  Included on this

2.1 acre parcel is a 27’ x
40’ pole barn and a

pond. 
For more information

contact
LOY AUCTION 260-

726-2700.
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY
JANUARY 29TH. 2:00 –

4:00 P.M.
SHIRLEY BOLLEN-
BACHER, Deceased

LOY AUCTION
AC#31600027

Gary Loy
AU01031608

THE TOWN OF RED-
KEY WILL be accepting
applications for a Town
Marshal position.
Requirement, must have
training. Applications
may be picked up at
Redkey Town Hall by
calling 765-369-2711
during business hours to
make an appointment for
pick up. Office Hours are:
Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-
day, Friday from 8 am to
4 pm and Wednesday 8
am to 12 noon. 
CROWNPOINTE OF
PORTLAND IS hiring a
hard  working, dedicated
kitchen cook. Pay is
negotiable and there is a
$1,000.00 bonus pay.
Please apply in house at
745 Patriot Drive, Port-
land, IN 47371 or online
at
www.cpcommunities.co
m/portland. For ques-
tions, please call 260-
726-3577.  
PHYSICIAN’S OFFICE
IS LOOKING for a Full-
time/Part-time RN/LPN
in the Adams, Wells, and
Jay County areas to join
our family oriented work-
place. If you like the one
on one care of patients in
a relaxed atmosphere,
this is the place for you.
This position is flexible,
Monday-Friday, no
weekends or Holidays.
We love what we do and
are looking for someone
who shares our passion.
Send resume to: P. O.
Box 44 Berne, IN 46711 
PART-TIME INSERTER

POSITION
AVAILABLE Hours vary
each week. Apply at:

The Commercial Review
Tuesday-Friday 8:00
a.m.-4:00 p.m. No
phone calls please 

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

170 PETS

AKC GOLDEN
RETRIEVER PUPPIES
11 weeks old, up-to-date
on shots and wormer.
Light golden males and
dark red females avail-
able. Females:
$1200.00, Males:
$1000.00. Microchipping
included. Can meet
locally, will deliver to
Amish customers. Bar-
cusfamilybreeders.com
(765)-578-0560 York-
town, Indiana  

190 FARMERS
COLUMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

FOR RENT 3 Bed-1 bath
house located in Port-
land. Rent $600 mo.
First/last/security
deposit, NO PETS. Ref-
erences required. Renter
pays all utilities 260-368-
9079 

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 
CA$H PAID FOR JUNK

CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

T   
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Public Notice
STATE OF INDIANA
COUNTY OF JAY, SS:
IN THE JAY CIRCUIT

COURT
2023 TERM

In the Matter of the Unsu-
pervised 

Administration 
of the Estate of:

Earl W. Stults, Deceased
No. 38CO1-2301-EU-000005

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that
Patty Thieme was, on the
23rd day of January, 2023, ap-
pointed Personal Represen-
tative of the estate of Earl W.
Stults deceased, who died on
July 24, 2023. 
All persons who have claims
against this estate, whether
or not now due, must file the
claim in the office of the
Clerk of this Court within
three (3) months from the
date of the first publication
of this notice, or within nine
(9) months after the dece-
dent’s death, whichever is
earlier, or the claims will be
forever barred.
Dated at Portland, Indiana,
this 26th day of January, 2023.

Jon Eads
Clerk of the Circuit Court,
For Jay County, Indiana
HINKLE, RACSTER &

SCHEMENAUR                     
121 W. High Street
Portland, IN  47371

Attorney 
CR 1-31.2-7-2023 - HSPAXLP

Public Notice
The Town of Redkey will be

holding a special meeting

February 9, 2023 at 6:00 pm at

the park cabin 200 Moonie St.,

Redkey, IN to discuss the Mas-

ter Utility Planning Grant.

CR 2-7-2023-HSPAXLP

Marion Young Farmers
Consignment Auction

Mercer Landmark, Chickasaw, Ohio
Between U.S. Rt. 127 & New Bremen 

on St. Rt. 274

SATURDAY, MARCH 18
10 A.M.

PLEASE CONSIGN YOUR EQUIPMENT
WITH ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

Todd Bertke – 419-230-1705
Brad Rindler – 419-584-6356

Please call by Feb. 17 to Assure Advertising
WE WILL BE TAKING IN EQUIPMENT
THURSDAY & FRIDAY before the sale

No items Will be Consigned Saturday Morning
Sale Conducted By

COLDWATER AUCTION SERVICE
CR 2-3,7,14-2023
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Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Maddy Snow in div-
ing regional at Hamilton Southeast-
ern – 6 p.m.; Junior high girls swim-
ming at Norwell Invitational – 5 p.m.;
Junior high wrestling vs. Driver – 6
p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball
at Celina – 7:30 p.m.; Freshman boys
basketball at Celina – 6 p.m.; Eighth
grade boys basketball in Midwest Ath-

letic Conference Tournament at New
Knoxville – 5:30 p.m.

Thursday
Jay County — Junior high boys swim-

ming at Norwell Invitational – 5 p.m.
Fort Recovery — Girls basketball at

New Knoxville – 6 p.m.; Eighth grade boys
basketball in Midwest Athletic Conference
Tournament at New Knoxville – 6 p.m.;
Seventh grade boys basketball in Midwest
Athletic Conference Tournament at Cold-
water – 5 p.m.

TV sports
Today

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Marquette at Connecticut (FS1); Rutgers
at Indiana (BTN)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Auburn at Texas A&M (ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Phoenix
Suns at Brooklyn Nets (TNT)

8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
St. John’s at Butler (FS1); Minnesota at Illi-
nois (BTN)

10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Oklahoma
City Thunder at Los Angeles Lakers (TNT)

Wednesday
6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Nebraska at Michigan (BTN); Creighton at
Seton Hall (FS1)

7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Philadel-
phia 76ers at Boston Celtics (ESPN); Indi-
ana Pacers at Miami Heat (Bally Indiana)

8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
DePaul at Villanova (FS1); Wisconsin at
Penn State (BTN)

8:30 p.m. — NHL hockey: Minnesota
Wild at Dallas Stars (TNT)

10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Dallas
Mavericks at Los Angeles Clippers (ESPN)

Thursday
6:30 p.m. — Women’s college basket-

ball: Iowa at Indiana (FS1)
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Iowa at Purdue (ESPN2)
7 p.m. — NHL hockey: Colorado Ava-

lanche at Tampa Bay Lightning (ESPN)
7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Chicago

Bulls at Brooklyn Nets (TNT)
8 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Northwestern at Ohio State (FS1)
8:30 p.m. — Women’s college basket-

ball: Maryland at Northwestern (BTN)
9:30 p.m. — Women’s college basket-

ball: Stanford at Arizona (ESPN)
10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Milwaukee

Bucks at Los Angeles Lakers (TNT)
10 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Arizona State at Stanford (FS1)
11 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

USA at Oregon (ESPN2)

Sports on tap

FOUNTAIN CITY — The
Patriots had their full lineup
for the first time in a couple of
weeks.

For the second time all sea-
son, they beat a team with a
winning record.

Jay County High School’s
boys basketball team, which
had been without Blake Bogen-
schutz for two games and then
Dusty Pearson for one, took
control in the third quarter of
a 55-48 victory over the host
Northeastern Knights.

The Patriots (7-8) started
slowly with a six-point first
quarter but trailed by only
four at halftime. They
outscored Northeastern (15-4),
which had won nine in a row
and finished 13th in last week’s
Class 2A poll voting, 19-10 in
the third quarter and kept the
advantage in the fourth.

Pearson, who had missed
Thursday’s game against
Southern Wells with a knee
injury, returned to the lineup
to score all of  his team-high 13
points in the second half.
Bogenschutz, who missed two
games because of  a concus-
sion, and Bennett Weitzel
joined him in double figures
with 10 points.

JCHS cruised to a 51-22 victo-
ry in the junior varsity game
behind eight points apiece
from Parker Nichols and
Trevin Dunnington. Wes Bihn
added seven points.

FR is No. 5 seed
Fort Recovery’s boys basket-

ball team will meet New
Knoxville twice in a span of  11
days after the teams lined up
against each other in the sec-
tional/district seeding that
was announced Sunday.

The Indians received the No.
5 seed and will play 12th-seed-
ed New Knoxville in the second
of  two opening-round Division

IV sectional games at approxi-
mately 7:30 p.m. Feb. 21 at St.
Marys. (The Rangers will visit
Fort Site Fieldhouse for a regu-
lar-season game Friday.) The
game will follow another open-
ing-round contested between
eighth-seeded Ada and 10th-
seeded Ridgemont.

The winner of  the Fort
Recovery/New Knoxville game
will advance to play No. 3 seed
Upper Scioto Valley for a sec-
tional championship at
approximately 7:30 p.m. Feb.
24.

Sectional winners will
advance to play in the district
tournament at Wapakoneta.

JH tankers lose
The Jay County junior high

swim teams came up short
Monday against the visiting
Delta Eagles, with the boys
team losing 156-134 while the
girls team lost 171-115.

Rockland Beiswanger and
Elly Byrum each won a couple
of  events for the Patriots.
Beiswanger took the top spot
in the 200 freestyle in 2 min-
utes, 32.7 seconds, and the 100
backstroke in 1:21.07. Byrum
sprinted her way to times of
28.76 to win the 50 freestyle and
32.36 to win the 50 butterfly.

The only other individual
victory for Jay County came
from Cooper Glentzer, who led
the 400 freestyle by nearly a
minute in 4:48.65.

Carson Westgerdes, Rockland
Beiswanger, Raif  Beiswanger
and Glentzer also took first
place in both the 200 medley
and 200 freestyle relays.

Jay Co. tops
host Knights

Local
roundup

Continued from page 8
It marked Jay County’s first

regional championship since
beating Richmond by 21.5 points
for its fifth consecutive title in
1988. It was the school’s 14th
regional title across all sports
and first since the girls cross
country team in 2010.

“It means a lot, especially
knowing since 1988 we haven’t
had one team win the regional,”
said Clark. “It just goes to show
we’re one of  the best teams, if
not the best, through Jay County
history.”

Joining the three regional
champions in earning top-four
finishes and semi-state berths
were Daniel Moore (113), Taye
Curtis (120), Cody Rowles (126),
Christian Wittkamp (152) and
Bryce Wenk (182). They advance
to compete Saturday in the tour-
nament at Allen County War
Memorial Coliseum in Fort
Wayne with a trip to the state
finals on the line.

The fourth-ranked Wood,
whose father Bruce was one of
three individual regional cham-
pions on the 1988 squad, was the
most dominant Patriot on the
day. 

After recording pins in each
of  the first two rounds in the 138-
pound bracket, he wrestled to a
scoreless first period against
12th-ranked Logan Uhlman of
Adams Central in the champi-
onship match. But it took him
just four seconds to score an
escape in the second period and
he was able to finish a takedown
with just 13 seconds left for a 3-0
lead. He extended the advantage
in the third period for a 6-0 vic-
tory over the 2022 eighth-place
state medalist at 132 pounds.

“To see him wrestle a state
placer for the fourth time now …
and just really dominate that
match says a lot about where
Tony’s at and the level that he’s
wrestling,” said Myers.

Clark, who is ranked 11th at
145 pounds, needed just 39 sec-
onds for his opening round win
and advanced to the finals via
injury default. Like Wood, he
wrestled a scoreless first period
against 15th-ranked Kolten

Rhonemus of  Delta before get-
ting an escape and takedown in
the second period. He gave up an
escape midway through the
third period but bounced back to
record a takedown with five sec-
onds remaining for a 5-1 final
margin.

“The Delta kid that he wres-
tled there, they’re always close
matches,” said Myers. “I felt like
he was in control all the way
through, even though it was a
tight match. He improves every
week through the state tourna-
ment series. …

“There’s something about that
state tournament series that
really brings everything into
focus for Cameron.”

Reiley, who is ranked 17th in
the state, gave himself  bookend
regional championships — he
also won as a freshman — as he
beat Adams Central’s Gavin
Cook in the finals for the second
consecutive week. After needing

points in the closing seconds to
win the previous weekend’s sec-
tional title match, Reiley led
throughout in the regional final
— 2-0 after the first period, 4-2
after the second and 7-2 before a
late escape by Cook provided the
final four-point margin.

“I felt like he really dominated
that match,” said Myers. “Tech-
nically, he made all the right
choices. I felt like every position
was where he wanted to be. … I
was really proud of  his effort.”

Moore (113) and Wittkamp
(152) also won their first two
matches of  the day before falling
short with the championship on
the line. Wittkamp lost to Bell-
mont’s No. 8 Gavin Davis for the
second consecutive week, this
time 9-3 after being pinned in the
sectional final. Moore also had a
rematch, falling by a 9-0 major
decision to 10th-ranked Levi
Johns of  Bluffton after beating
him 8-6 for the sectional title a
week earlier.

Eighth-ranked Cody Rowles,
who entered the day undefeated,
suffered his first loss of  the year
6-3 to Cowan’s No. 6 Jackson
Bradley in the semifinal round
at 126 pounds. He was on his
back in the third-place match
against Union City’s Bradin
Daniels, but survived the first
period and came back to finish
third with a pin in 2:09.

In the 182-pound bracket,
Bryce Wenk lost a 12-3 major
decision to unbeaten and fourth-
ranked Hunter Page of  Monroe
Central in the semifinal round.
He bounced back to finish third
by pinning Stuart McCabe of
Norwell in 45 seconds.

Four Patriots had their sea-
sons end in Saturday’s opening
round:

•Griffin Byrum by a 4-0 deci-
sion to Quentin Keen of  Win-
chester at 106 pounds

•Landon Mills-Blowers by a 13-
4 major decision to Dalevill’s
Reazon Davenport at 160 pounds

•Juaquin Flores, who was
pinned in 4:29 by Gabe Harty of
Muncie Central at 195 pounds

•Alan Ortiz by pin in 2:19 to
Yorktown’s Jackson New at 220
pounds

First ...
On to

semi-state
Eight Jay County High School

wrestlers earned semi-state
berths by virtue of finishing in
the top four in Saturday’s
regional tournament. Below is
a look at who is moving on to
compete in the New Haven
semi-state Saturday at Allen
County War Memorial Coliseum
in Fort Wayne.

Champions 
No. 17 Ethan Reiley at 132

No. 4 Tony Wood at 138
No. 11 Cameron Clark at 145

Runners-up
Daniel Moore at 113
Taye Curtis at 120

Christian Wittkamp at 152

Third place
No. 8 Cody Rowles at 126

Bryce Wenk at 182
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Sports
Tuesday, February 7, 2023

Get all of your local
sports information online
by visiting thecr.com

Fort Recovery girls
will visit Rangers,
see Sports on tap

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

The team state duals ended
in a sigh.

That sigh was not one of
relief, but one of  acknowledg-
ing an opportunity missed.

When that sigh had dissipat-
ed, though, coach Eric Myers
got right back to reminding his
athletes of  their capabilities
and the goals that remained in
front of  them.

If  there were any sighs Sat-
urday, they were purely of  sat-
isfaction.

With regional champi-
onships from Ethan Reiley,
Tony Wood and Cameron
Clark, and five others joining
them as semi-state qualifiers,
Jay County High School was
the dominant force Saturday as
it won its first regional
wrestling championship in 35
years.

“It’s part of  history now, part
of  Jay County wrestling histo-
ry,” said Wood, a junior who is
now a three-time regional
champion. “I think that’s just
awesome.”

He reveled in the fact that the
team will get its picture on the
wall alongside other regional
champions of  decades past.

“It’ll be nice coming back
here when we’re in our 30s or
40s and telling our kids, ‘Hey, I
was up on that wall,’” added
Clark.

The Patriots, who lost the
championship of  the team state
duals to Western after being
ranked No. 1 in Class 2A all sea-
son, scored 141 points to easily
take the regional title over run-
ner-up Delta (116) in a field of
18 teams. Bellmont was third
with 91.5.

See First page 7

First since ’88
With eight semi-state qualifiers, including three champs,

Jay County wrestlers win their first regional title in 35 years

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

Mara Bader admits to being nervous
about the 200-yard individual medley.

Her mom Missy was nervous, but she
always is.

Even coach Matt Slavik, though, said
he’d be lying if  he said that midway
through the race he wasn’t feeling nervous
as well.

All of  those nerves turned out to be
unnecessary.

Bader dominated the final two legs of
the 200 IM to win the first of  her two sec-
tional championships Saturday as she led
the host Jay County High School girls
swim team to a third-place finish.

The senior also won the 100 breaststroke
later in the meet and will compete in the
state finals in both events. And sophomore
Maddy Snow advanced to the diving
regional by virtue of  her third-place sec-
tional effort.

The Patriots scored 309 points to finish
third behind champion Delta (398) and
runner-up Norwell (383). Adams Central
was a distant third in the 12-team field
with 198 points.

“I think me and the girls were the only
ones who thought we could finish third,”
said Slavik. “A lot of  people were surprised
with our performance (in preliminaries)
on Thursday. We outperformed everybody
as far as time drops. … 

“From seeding, to prelims, to finals, we
made up a lot of  points. …

“This team coming together as a team
and doing what they did was just a phe-
nomenal experience.”

Bader entered Saturday as a three-time
state qualifier in the 200 IM, and she was
seeded first in the event by 3.53 seconds
after Thursday’s preliminaries. But her
lack of  confidence in the second leg of  the
race caused all of  those aforementioned
nerves. 

“I tell everyone, it doesn’t matter who
I’m swimming in the IM, that race makes
me so nervous all the time,” said the sen-
ior. “Before it I was really nervous. … I
know that obviously backstroke is not my
strong stroke … I was just glad that it
ended the way it did.”

See Qualifiers page 5

Two qualifiers

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Mara Bader, a Jay County High School senior, swims the
breaststroke leg of the 200-yard individual medley Saturday en route to
winning the sectional championship in the event. She went on to win the 100
breaststroke as she led the Patriots to a third-place team finish.

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County High School junior Tony Wood takes a shot against Adams Central’s Logan Uhlman, during their 138-
pound regional championship match Saturday. Wood, who is ranked fourth in the state, won his third regional title to help the
Patriots to their first team regional championship since 1988.

Bader earns
state berths,
Snow headed

to regional
for 3rd-place

Patriots


