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Kim Brelsford, 62, Port-
land
Details on page 2.

Jay County had a high tem-
perature of  50 degrees
Wednesday. The low was 29.
The forecast calls for a low

of  33 tonight with continued
windy conditions as gusts
reach 45 miles per hour. Fri-
day’s high will be 38 under
mostly cloudy skies.
See page 2 for an extended

forecast.

The City of  Portland will
hold a large item clean-up
from 7 to 11 a.m. Feb. 25. Items
will be accepted at the street
department building on
Garfield Street. Residents
must present their water bill
and driver’s license in order to
dispose of  an item.

Friday — Coverage of
today’s Redkey Town Council
meeting.

Saturday — Results from
Friday’s JCHS boys basketball
game against Heritage.

Deaths Weather In review Coming up

www.thecr.com $1Portland, Indiana 47371

The Commercial Review
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Because of  an error in the

budget, deputies have been get-
ting paid less than intended.
Officials plan to fix the prob-

lem in coming weeks. 
Jay County Council dis-

cussed the issue and how to
remedy it — the process
includes amending the current
salary ordinance, giving back
pay to deputies and making an
additional appropriation —
during a meeting Wednesday.
Council president Jeanne

Houchins explained the situa-
tion was discussed during a
Jay County Personnel Com-
mittee meeting Jan. 26.
The personnel committee

recommended in August to
give pay increases for different
job classifications at Jay Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office, which
included bumping deputies to
$26.15 an hour. Council debated
raise amounts over the course
of  several months, but it ulti-
mately decided to give 6% rais-
es across-the-board, with larg-
er raises given to some depart-
ments, mainly the sheriff ’s
office, highway department
and JEMS. Discussed pay
increases for sheriff ’s office
employees varied between 12%
and 27% raises depending on
their position. That included
deputies at $26.15.
However, deputies’ pay cur-

rently listed in the budget
forms approved in October
comes out to $24.54 an hour.
The error was a “total over-

sight,” said Houchins.
“I mean it was just an honest

mistake on everybody’s part,”
she explained. “Emily
(Franks) did a great job on the
budget. She had a lot of  differ-
ent numbers (thrown) at her
many, many times.”
Houchins pointed out chief

deputy Ben Schwartz noticed
the error right before the sec-
ond reading of  the budget and
told then-council member Ray
Newton, who shared the mes-
sage with Houchins.

See Pay page 2

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review
Jay County officials are

taking a step toward pur-
chasing a property for future
developments.
Jay County Council and

Jay County Commissioners
adopted a resolution
Wednesday to purchase a lit-
tle more than 68 acres of
land on the western edge of
Portland city limits. Hopes
are to use the property for
new housing and potentially
construct a new multi-
faceted county building on
the land.
Officials have been look-

ing into the property on the
north side of  Indiana 67
owned by Christopher and
Tracy Muhlenkamp as a site

to build infrastructure for
housing. RQAW is in the
midst of  completing a water
and wastewater analysis on
the grounds in order to
determine if  it would be fea-
sible for a large-scale project.
Commissioners and coun-

cil have also discussed con-
structing a new facility on
the land to house Jay Emer-
gency Medical Service, Jay
County Health Department
and Jay County Coroner’s
Office.
Jay County Council presi-

dent Jeanne Houchins con-
firmed per federal guide-
lines the county is allowed to
use American Rescue Plan
Act funds to purchase the
property.
Houchins noted the aver-

age of  two appraisals is
$1,164,115. She said that
translates to roughly $17,119
per acre, which is about
$619.20 above the listed
price. (Per law, the county
may not offer to purchase
the land at a cost higher
than the average of  the two
appraisals.)
Commissioner Rex Jour-

nay asked during a joint ses-
sion Jan. 31 if  the county
should allow a separate enti-
ty, such as Jay County Rede-
velopment Commission, to
purchase the land. Address-
ing the question again
Wednesday, Schemenaur
noted the redevelopment
commission has become
more active in the last year.
“They have some different

abilities and powers that the
council or commissioners
don’t have,” explained
Schemenaur. 
He said utilizing the rede-

velopment commission
could make the land devel-
opment process easier. He
confirmed the property
could be transferred to the
group in the future.
Wednesday night’s resolu-

tion, Schemenaur added, is
step one in the land acquisi-
tion process. If  there is a
purchase agreement
between the county and the
Muhlenkamps, he contin-
ued, council will need to
pass an ordinance approv-
ing the terms and conditions
of  the purchase.

See Purchase page 2

Plans to purchase

By ARIANA FIGUEROA
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
President Joe Biden

announced Thursday the
appointment of  Govs. Eric J.
Holcomb, an Indiana Republi-
can, and Michelle Lujan
Grisham, a New Mexico Democ-
rat, to a special bipartisan
board that strengthens the fed-
eral and state partnership on
matters pertaining to national
security.
The Council of  Governors

consists of  10 members selected
by the president to serve a two-
year term, with no more than
five members from the same
political party.
The goal is to “increase coor-

dination around preparedness,
resilience, and response
between the Federal govern-
ment and state governments,
and strengthen the Federal-
State partnership that’s critical
to protecting our nation from
threats to our homeland securi-

ty,” according to a White House
fact sheet.
The White House said in a

statement that this year the
council will focus on “supply
chain resiliency and Federal-
State cooperation to mitigate
risks to defense critical infra-
structure.”
There have been major supply

chain issues due to the COVID-
19 pandemic and the Russia-
Ukraine war that have con-
tributed to inflation and disrup-
tions in the flow of  goods.
The White House said that

Holcomb and Lujan Grisham
will replace former Govs. Kate

Brown of  Oregon, a Democrat,
and Bill Lee of  Tennessee, a
Republican, both of  whom have
finished their terms.
The Council of  Governors

was authorized in 2008 by the
National Defense Authorization
Act, a must-pass defense meas-
ure, and established in 2010 by
an executive order during the
Obama administration.
The council focuses on home-

land security; homeland
defense; civil support; state and
federal military activities in the
United States; and matters
involving the National Guard.

See Join page 2

County looks to buy land for housing

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Jay County Council and Jay County Commissioners on Wednesday adopted a resolution to purchase a
portion of this land on the north side of Indiana 67 just west of the future home of Jay County Humane Society
(the former Fastenal building) for a potential housing development. Local officials have also discussed the site
as a possible home for a new county building to house Jay Emergency Medical Service, Jay County Health
Department and Jay County Coroner’s office.

County to
fix issue with
budget and
ordinance

Deputy
pay has
been
incorrect

Indiana Capital Chronicle/Monroe Bush

Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb shakes hands before his
State of the State address in January 2023. Holcomb was
named today to a bipartisan board focused on strengthening
federal and state partnership on national security matters.

Holcomb to join council

Biden appoints Indiana
governor to bipartisan group
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Welcomes: 
THE GREEN de VILLEBAND
Classic Rock  •  Modern Rock  •  Blues Rock

FEBRUARY 18, 2023
6pm to 10pm

50/50 drawing  •  Public Welcome
Come Enjoy with us at 211 N Walnut

AMERICAN LEGION
POST 211

Wesley Allen Iron Beds Sold Here!

Queen Sets start at $499.90
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In Memory of 
James (Jim) Hedges

To the many relatives and friends of the late Jim Hedges, we 
wish to extend our sincere thanks for your many kindnesses, 
and for the condolences and support that we have received. 
We also send our gratitude and appreciation to Williamson, 

Spencer and Penrod Funeral Home, Asbury United  
Methodist Church, and American Legion Post #211.

The Family of Jim Hedges

Powerball
52-58-59-64-66
Power Ball: 9
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot: $34

million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $50

million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 1-3-2
Daily Four: 3-1-7-0
Quick Draw: 4-12-13-

14-20-21-22-24-26-31-33-34-
35-37-39-55-60-70-72-73
Evening
Daily Three: 8-0-7
Daily Four: 6-8-3-0
Quick Draw: 2-8-10-17-

25-30-32-33-35-36-42-45-49-

52-59-65-66-76-78-80
Cash 5: 22-25-33-35-40
Hoosier Lotto: 9-18-21-

26-29-30
Estimated jackpot:

$9.9 million

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 0-5-1
Pick 4: 8-7-2-8
Pick 5: 2-6-0-5-9
Evening
Pick 3: 0-4-5
Pick 4: 2-4-0-6
Pick 5: 5-1-8-2-7
Rolling Cash: 1-8-12-19-

20
Classic Lotto: 1-9-21-

32-44-49
Kicker: 5-4-6-2-5-7
Estimated jackpot:

$5.1 million

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................6.87
March corn ..............6.87
Wheat ......................7.49

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................6.87
March corn ..............6.90
April corn ................6.95

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................6.80
March corn ..............6.80
Beans ......................14.99
March beans ..........15.09

Wheat ...................... 7.01
July wheat ..............7.52 

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................6.73
Late Feb. corn..........6.73
Beans ......................15.01
Late Feb. beans ......15.04
Wheat ......................7.52

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.44
March corn ..............6.49
Beans ......................14.78
March beans ..........14.83
Wheat ......................7.16

Lotteries

In 1763, France and
Britain signed the Treaty
of  Paris, effectively end-
ing conflict between the
two countries in the
Seven Years’ War. 
In 1888, Walt Whit-

man wrote a note to The
Riverside Literature
Series No. 32 publishers,
explaining they pub-
lished mistakes in his
poem, “O Captain! My
Captain!” The editors
had published an earlier
version of  the poem,
which was revised both
in 1866 and 1871. Whit-
man wrote the piece in
response to Abraham
Lincoln’s assassination.
In 1943, the Battle of

Guadalcanal during
World War II ended,
marking a win for the
Allied powers.
In 1944, Alice Walker

was born in Eatonton,
Georgia. She was award-
ed a Pulitzer Prize for her

novel, “The Color Pur-
ple.”
In 1962, Soviet inform-

ant Rudolf  Abel was
exchanged for United
States airman Francis
Gary Powers, who was
later convicted of  espi-
onage.
In 1969, the Boeing 747

— deemed a “jumbo jet,”
it was the world’s largest
passenger plane at that
point — rode its first
flight.
In 1997, “The Simp-

sons” aired its 167th
episode on Fox, passing
the record for longest-
running animated series.
In 2018, Alex Bader

broke the Jay County
High School breaststroke
record with a time of  1
minute, 2.8 seconds, dur-
ing the IHSAA Girls
Swimming and Diving
State Finals at Indiana
University Natatorium.

—The CR

CR almanac

38/22 37/24 46/29 49/31 53/41
Mostly

cloudy skies
are on the hori-
zon for Friday
with highs in
the upper 30s.

Tuesday
has a slight
chance of
rain, with a
higher
chance (60%)
in the
evening.

There’s a
slight chance
of rain at
night. Other-
wise, mostly
cloudy.

Saturday’s
forecast shows
sunny skies
with highs in
the upper 30s.

Sunny, with
a low near
freezing in the
high 20s. The
high may hit
46.

Friday
2/10

Saturday
2/11

Sunday
2/12

Monday
2/13

Tuesday
2/14

Today
6 p.m. — Redkey Town

Council, park cabin, 200
S. Mooney St.
6 p.m. — Jay County

Plan Commission, Com-
munity Resource Cen-
ter, 118 S. Meridian St.,
Portland.

Monday
9 a.m. — Jay County

Commissioners, com-
missioners’ room,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.
3:45 p.m. —Jay County

Election Board, voting
room, courthouse, 120 N.
Court St., Portland.
4 p.m. — Jay County

Public Library Board of
Trustees, community
room, library, 315 N.
Ship St., Portland.

Kim Brelsford
Aug. 14, 1960-Feb. 7, 2023

Kim Brelsford, age 62, a resi-
dent of  Portland, passed away
on Tuesday, Feb. 7, 2023 at Per-
simmon Ridge in Portland. 
Kim was born on Aug.14,

1960, in Richmond, Indiana, the
daughter of  Charles Roach and
Edna (Wickline) Mikesell. She
graduated from Richmond
High School and earned an
associate’s degree from Ivy
Tech.

Kim worked for
over 40 years at
Jay County Hos-
pital and IU
Health Jay as a
medical laborato-
ry technician.
She was a mem-
ber of  The Rock
Church and The
Joy Circle at Asbury United
Methodist Church.
Kim married Robert “Bob”

Brelsford on Oct. 8, 1988. 
Survivors include:

Her husband — Robert “Bob”
Brelsford, Portland, Indiana 
Two sons — Sam Brelsford

(wife: Jess), Portland, Indiana,
and Aaron Brelsford, Indianapo-
lis
Her siblings — Gerald Roach

(wife: Emma), Charlestown, Indi-
ana, Deena Andrews (husband:
Chris), Fountain City, Indiana,
and Doug Mikesell (wife: Shaw-
na), Richmond, Indiana 
Her mother — Edna Mikesell,

Richmond, Indiana 
One granddaughter, three

step-grandchildren and three
step-great-grandchildren
Visitation will be held on Sun-

day from 1 to 4 p.m. at
Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home in Portland.
Services to celebrate Kim’s life
will be held on Monday at 11
a.m. at Williamson-Spencer and
Penrod Funeral Home in Port-
land. Pastor Matt Ransom will
officiate and burial will follow
at Center Cemetery, west of
Portland. 
In lieu of  flowers, memorials

may be directed to The Rock
Church in Portland, Indiana. 
Condolences may be expressed

at williamsonspencer.com. 
••••••••••

The Commercial Review pub-
lishes death notices for those with
a connection to our coverage area
free of  charge. They include the
name, city of  residence,
birth/death date and service infor-
mation. There is a charge for obit-
uaries, which are accepted only
from funeral homes or mortuary
services.

Continued from page 1
Houchins and commis-

sioner Brian McGalliard
both advocated for begin-
ning to allocate money
toward proposed local
American Rescue Plan Act
projects. Jay County’s just
under $4 million dollars
needs to be allocated by
Dec. 31, 2024, and spent by
Dec. 31, 2026.
Jay County is also a part

of  the Hoosier Enduring

Legacy Process (HELP), a
program through the Indi-
ana Office of  Rural and
Community Affairs aimed
at helping communities
make decisions about allo-
cating the federal funds.
As a HELP community,
Jay County could also
receive an additional $1
million to spend on proj-
ects. (It requires the coun-
ty to use at least a third of
its allocation toward proj-

ects outlined in the coun-
ty’s strategic investment
plan created through
HELP. The plan, which
was submitted in Decem-
ber, is currently being
reviewed by Purdue Uni-
versity.)
“This is ARP money

given to us by the federal
government, it has to be
allocated and used by ‘X’
date or we risk losing that
money,” said McGalliard.

“I mean, investing it in
farm ground, that’s a pret-
ty good investment … so I
kind of  look at it in one
way, taking money from
one pocket and moving (it)
to another pocket.”
Commissioners and

council declared the coun-
ty interested in the land
and authorized commis-
sioners to act as purchas-
ing agent for the transac-
tion.

Continued from page 1
“At that point, we couldn’t do any-

thing,” she said. “Ten minutes later
we (had) the reading,” she said.
The personnel committee recom-

mended giving deputies back pay
retroactive to Jan. 1 and bumping
them to $26.15 an hour starting in
March.
In order to do so, council will need

to update its current salary ordi-
nance and make an additional
appropriation.
Houchins also highlighted a few

other personnel committee deci-
sions:
•Adding a part-time deputy posi-

tion to the sheriff ’s office. (Addi-
tional money will not be needed for
the job, with Houchins noting the
cost would come out of  compensa-

tion allocated typically for overtime
pay.)
•Giving Jay County Surveyor’s

Office the OK to hire a backhoe oper-
ator, a position recently left vacant
that funding was allocated for in the
budget
•Changing the name of  the mainte-

nance position at Jay County Sher-
iff ’s Office to custodian
In other business, council mem-

bers Harold Towell, Cindy Bracy,
Dave Haines, Faron Parr, Jeanne
Houchins and Randy May, absent
Matt Minnich:
•Heard from Allison Keen of  Jay

County Purdue Extension Office,
who reminded council about her
organization’s annual meeting set for
noon Wednesday. She noted agricul-
ture and natural resource educator

Justin Curley has transferred to the
Delaware County branch. Keen and
Amanda Bullion, the health and
human sciences educator, are cur-
rently sharing Curley’s former
responsibilities.
•Appointed Jack Houck and Parr to

Jay County Redevelopment Commis-
sion.
•Made the following additional

appropriations: a total of  $158,440 in
grant dollars for Jay County Commu-
nity Corrections, a $6,534 donation to
Jay County Country Living for a new
chair lift and a $261 charge for pauper
counsel through Jay courts.
•Made two transfers in the Jay

County Community Corrections
accounts to the employer Public
Employees’ Retirement Fund totaling
$269.18.

Today
Hitchens, Dora: 2 p.m., MJS

Mortuaries, 109 S. Meridian St.,
Redkey.

Monday
Brelsford, Kim: 11 a.m.,

Williamson-Spencer and Penrod
Funeral Home, 208 N. Com-
merce St., Portland.

May 13
Warrick, Clarice: 11 a.m.,

West Richmond Friends Meet-
ing, 609 W. Main St., Richmond.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Obituaries

Brelsford

By IAIN MARLOW,
PETER MARTIN
and TONY CAPACCIO
Bloomberg News
Tribune News Service
The Chinese balloon that

crossed over the U.S. last
week is just part of  a years-
long surveillance program
with Beijing deploying
such craft around the globe,
the US said, as officials
sought to draw new atten-
tion to what they say is an
increasingly aggressive
Chinese spying campaign.
The Chinese spying has

gone on for “several years,”
sending four balloons over
the U.S. alone, a Pentagon
spokesman said. In a news
conference Wednesday, Sec-
retary of  State Antony
Blinken said the U.S. had
briefed dozens of  countries

about the full extent of  the
espionage.
“The United States was

not the only target of  this
broader program, which
has violated the sovereign-
ty of  countries across five
continents,” Blinken said
at a briefing alongside
NATO Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg. Blinken
said the U.S. will reveal
more about the balloon as it
collects pieces of  the craft,
which was shot down off
the South Carolina coast.
China has rejected alle-

gations of  spying, main-
taining that the balloon
that was seen over Mon-
tana last week and was shot
down by a U.S. fighter jet
off  the coast of  South Car-
olina was a wayward
weather balloon.

Purchase ...

Continued from page 1
The other governors sit-

ting on the council
include:
•Ohio Gov. Mike

DeWine, Co-Chair
•Minnesota Gov. Tim

Walz, Co-Chair
•Delaware Gov. John

Carney
•Louisiana Gov. John

Bel Edwards
•Michigan Gov.

Gretchen Whitmer
•Utah Gov. Spencer Cox
•Vermont Gov. Phil Scott
•Wyoming Gov. Mark

Gordon
••••••••••

Indiana Capital Chroni-
cle is an independent, non-
profit news organization.
Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Join ...

Pay ...

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com
Indiana voters could get to decide

whether their local school board
elections should be partisan under a
new draft of  Republican-backed leg-
islation that lawmakers say would
provide “more transparency” about
candidates.
House Bill 1428, authored by Rep.

J.D. Prescott, R-Union City, seeks to
add political party identifications to
what are now nonpartisan school
board elections throughout the
state.

But unlike other versions of  the
bill that have previously circulated
through the Indiana Statehouse to
no avail, Prescott’s legislation pro-
vides “local control” over the issue.
The House elections committee

adopted an amendment to the bill
on Wednesday giving school boards
an option to vote to become parti-
san. It also allows voters in a school
corporation to decide on the elec-
tions via a ballot referendum.
The measure advanced 6-4 from

committee — with Rep. Bob Cherry,
R-Greenfield, joining Democrats in
opposition — and now heads to the

full House chamber. It’s a novel
move, given that Indiana’s GOP
leaders have consistently resisted
efforts to let Hoosiers vote on refer-
endums for other issues like abor-
tion rights or legalizing cannabis.
“This is all about transparency

for the voters — give our voters as
much information as possible
before they cast their vote at the
ballot box,” Prescott said. “This
could really be tailored to your
individual communities now,
whether your community wants to
move forward with this process or
not.”

Bill would make elections partisan

U.S.: Balloon part
of years-long program



Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets
at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
each Thursday at A Sec-
ond Chance At Life Min-
istries, 228 S. Meridian St.
in Portland. For more
information, call Brenda
Eads at (260) 726-9625 or
Dave Keen at (260) 251-
8792. 
INDIANA UNIVERSITY

HEALTH JAY HOSPITAL
OSTOMY SUPPORT

GROUP — Will meet at 6
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month in Indiana
University Health Jay
Hospital Conference Room
B. The group is for ostomy
and intestinal diversion
patients and their friends
and family to offer mutual
support and learn about
the latest products and
information.
JAY COUNTY TRAILS

CLUB — Will meet at 7
p.m. the second Thursday
of  each month at Jay Com-
munity Center.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical

Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Sunday
A BETTER LIFE – BRI-

ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
(260) 766-2006.

Monday
PORTLAND BREAK-

FAST OPTIMISTS — Will
meet at 7 a.m. for break-
fast at Richards Restau-
rant.
PING PONG — Will be

played from 9 a.m. to noon
each Monday at Jay Com-
munity Center.
EUCHRE –– Will be

played starting at 1 p.m.
each Monday at West Jay
Community Center, 125
Hoover St., Dunkirk.
DIABETES SUPPORT

GROUP — Meets at 3 p.m.

on the second Monday of
each month at Mercer
Health in Coldwater,
Ohio.
JAY COUNTY DRUG

PREVENTION COALI-
TION — Will meet at 3:30
p.m. the second Monday of
each month at Portland
Fire Department, 1616 N.
Franklin St. For more
information, call (260) 251-
3259.
TAKE OFF POUNDS

SENSIBLY (TOPS) — Will
meet for weigh-in at 4:30
p.m., with the meeting at 5
p.m., at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 323 S.
Meridian St., Portland.
New members welcome.
For more information, call
(260) 726-5924.
PREGNANCY CARE

CENTER — Free pregnan-
cy testing with ongoing
support during and after
pregnancy. The center is
located at 216 S. Meridian
St., Portland. Hours are 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday. For more informa-
tion or to schedule an
appointment, call (260)
726-8636. Walk-ins accept-
ed.

It’s almost here.
Jay County Patriot Band will

perform its annual pops concert
at 2 p.m. Sunday in the auditori-
um at Jay County Junior-Senior
High School.
Featured music pays tribute

to movies, theater and stage per-
formances. 
Admission is free, and

patrons may donate to A Better
Life: Brianna’s Hope.

Second Saturday
Blackford County Art Cen-

ter’s second Saturday event
returns this weekend.

Children in Kindergarten
through sixth grade are wel-
come to visit the arts center
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday
for free art activities. Taylor
University art education stu-
dents will lead the event.
To learn more, contact

Lylanne Musselman at (765) 348-
4154. The arts center is located
at 107 W. Washington St., Hart-
ford City.

MLK essays
It’s not too late to submit an

essay to the Indiana Association
of  School Principals 2023 Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Essay Con-
test.
Sixth graders through high

school seniors may participate
by writing essays based on the
following quote from Martin
Luther King Jr.:
“We must develop and main-

tain the capacity to forgive. He
who is devoid of  the power to
forgive is devoid of  the power to
love. There is some good in the
worst of  us and some evil in the
best of  us. When we discover
this, we are less prone to hate
our enemies.”
For more information, visit

iasp.org/students/mlk-jr-
essay/. The online submission
deadline is Feb. 28.

DEAR ABBY: My wife
and I have been married
for 37 years. We have a
fairly good marriage.
However, when it comes to
communication, there’s a
lot of  room for improve-
ment. I would very much
like to get a second dog.
I’m home alone all day
because I am on disability;
I have few friends, and my
social life consists of  the
time and attention I give
my dog, “Rascal,” a stan-
dard schnauzer. 
We can well afford

another dog; we have a big
enough home, a fenced-in
yard — all of  the things
necessary for responsible
dog ownership. The prob-
lem is, if  I mention the
subject, my wife gets very
angry and immediately
dismisses the idea without
any discussion. 
We don’t discuss issues

in our home. If  my wife
gives her thumbs-up, then
it’s a go. If  she gives a
thumbs-down, it’s no-go. I
don’t think there’s any
reason why her refusal to
get another dog should
trump my desire to get
one. Ideally, we should be
able to sit down over a
meal and collegially dis-
cuss the issue and base the
decision upon what we
mutually agree upon.
Unfortunately, no such
scenario exists. 
I would appreciate any

help you could give me. I
would very much like
another dog because hav-
ing them brings me much
joy and needed company. I
don’t ask for much. I don’t

understand why this is an
issue. — LONELY FOR
MORE IN OHIO
DEAR LONELY: Your

problem is twofold. One
is acquiring another
dog. The other is the
imbalance of  power in
your marriage. I agree
that important deci-
sions like this should be
shared, but that’s not
how things work
between you and your
wife. In your household,
she has taken on the
role of  “alpha dog.” 
Unless the two of  you

open enough lines of
communication that
you can be heard, noth-
ing will change, and you
will grow increasingly
unhappy. If  you can
afford a licensed mar-
riage and family thera-
pist, make an appoint-
ment to talk with one
about this and any
other issues you and
your wife can’t agree
on. And I hope you are
aware that you do not
need her permission to
get a second dog, if  you
are the person who will
ensure it gets the love
and care it needs.

••••••••
DEAR ABBY: My broth-

er-in-law is with this

woman, “Jana,” who has
three children. They call
him Dad. I’ve no idea
where the real father is.
Jana is controlling, bipo-
lar and a drunk. She does-
n’t cook or clean. His
mother is sick, but he
doesn’t visit her because
of  Jana. They will be mar-
ried in a few months. 
No one in our family

liked Jana from the begin-
ning. We have reason to
believe he doesn’t love her
and that he’s just attached
to the kids. We have tried
warning him, but Jana is
louder, and he hears her
more than he hears us. I
don’t think we should go
to the wedding. Should we
let him go through with it
and attend to support
him? I don’t want those
kids to suffer if  their par-
ents are in a miserable
marriage. — OBJECTING
TO IT
DEAR OBJECTING: If

Jana is as bad as you
say, the kids are already
suffering. While I agree
that it may be ill-
advised for your broth-
er-in-law to marry
someone with as much
baggage as Jana is
bringing to their union,
he’s an adult and you
can’t stop him.
Whether their mar-

riage will last is any-
body’s guess based upon
how much pain your
BIL can tolerate. But
you should definitely go
to that wedding, if  only
to show him you are
there for him on that
day AND ALWAYS. 
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Wednesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Now seeking a Part-Time Receptionist for the front desk at
Swiss Village. This position is responsible for handling
incoming phone calls, attending to front desk inquiries, and
providing clerical services for the administrative staff.
Seeking candidates available to work every other
weekend from 5pm-7:30pm, occasional weekday day and
evening shift hours, and on a holiday rotation. Must be
friendly, customer service oriented, and able to multi-task.

Apply online at swissvillage.org , 
in-person, or send Resume to:

Kayla Reilly, HR Specialist
Swiss Village 

1350 W. Main St. 
Berne, IN 46711

Or email: careers@swissvillage.org

NOW SEEKING: 
PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST

            

ooo

    

 ll 
of

    d

    

OR  S S
e   pp

OR R R F R R S
e   a

R R  S SOR FO  S S
e   

F
a

F
wnewspaspa

FO  

    

AALE
r roll ends

A S SAAAA E SALE! S S
  n

 SALE!
  nds

E!

    

DTODT
 o"c o"c o"c c

op 
r 

o  SStStSS
 " "

p 
r ur 

p p SSt
o   

St
o  

    

!!AAA
e  e or c c

yyp  b

YDA
e    c
 

nting Company
rcial Review

  call
    

The Graphic Prin
The Commer

309 West Main Street
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8141
O!ce Hours:
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Community Calendar

Jay County Patriot Band performs concert Sunday

Photo provided

Rotary addition
Rotary Club of Portland recently inducted Carolyn Carducci

as a member. Pictured above, from left, are Indiana Rotary Club
president Annette Alexander, Carducci and Bonnie Maitlen, Carducci’s
sponsor.

Wife holds veto power
Dear
Abby

Taking
Note
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By MORTON J. MARCUS
It’s 2023.
The candidates are lined up

to become or remain mayors of
Indiana cities. There will be
primaries where these pri-
mates have contests within
their respective parties. Some
good people and some ridicu-
lous bipeds will be nominated
for the November elections.
What’s going to happen

between now and then? If  the
incumbent mayor is running
for re-election, your favorite
pothole will be repaired. Yes,
that pothole you dodge east-
bound on that very busy street,
it will be filled, flush with the
surface around it.
If  the incumbent is not run-

ning, an 8 p.m. candlelight
vigil will be held hole-side by

the candidate from the “out”
party to bemoan the condition
allowed to desecrate your
neighborhood by the out-going
administration.
Likewise, if  the incumbent

is not running, the candidate
of  the “in” party will hold a
fiesta at the site, complete with
a mariachi band to celebrate
the placement of  that very pot-
hole atop the priority list when
said candidate achieves office.

Similar events will take
place where street lights have
been burned out or gunned
into submission by neighbor-
hood juvenile or adult miscre-
ants. Electric service will be
interrupted during the hottest
days of  July and August as the
utility clamps down on usage
in order to obtain higher rates
for “imperative repairs” occa-
sioned by global warming.
Your gas stove will be tem-
porarily without fuel as the gas
executives hold a pity-party for
their beloved natural product.
In the next few weeks you

must get your priorities
aligned with the candidates’
priorities. Take your cell
phone with you. Make sure,
when you leave the presence of
the sacrificial lamb, you have a

selfie with the candidate and a
recording of  the response to
your pleading for action.
Make copies of  this docu-

mentation. Distribute those
copies to like-minded neigh-
bors, the surviving local news
media, and put one copy in a
bank safe deposit vault, if  your
bank still offers such service.
Why are Indiana streets still

in need of  repair? The current
administration will tell you
the state legislature is ruled by
ruralcrats who discriminate
against urban areas of  all
sizes. That is the truth.
In addition, your local public

works chief  will point out the
bureaucratic nightmare of  get-
ting approval for all repairs
from the Board of  Denial, that
agency in your town which is

in constant dysfunctional dis-
order because it must interact
with private sector contrac-
tors.
Where local government

employees are the mainte-
nance crews, the problem lies
with the dyspeptic union lead-
ers and their psychologically
impaired followers who refuse
to work for incentive pay. Such
pay, they consider, is an insult
to the dignity of  labor where
each worker has such pride of
achievement that bribing them
is repugnant.
Now if  we could find compa-

nies that reject state and local
bribes in site selection …

••••••••••
Marcus is an economist.

Email him at mortonjmar-
cus@yahoo.com.

The campaign silliness is coming

St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Tribune News Service
Ominous signs are

growing about the poten-
tial for direct military
conflict between the Unit-
ed States and China. 
It’s not every day when

a top military command-
er predicts in a memo
that military confronta-
tion could happen by 2025
with Beijing. But that’s
exactly what Gen.
Michael A. Minihan
warned a few days ago.
Minihan heads the U.S.
Air Mobility Command
headquartered at Scott
Air Force Base, which
helps remind folks in this
region that, even though
China is way over there,
any talk of  war can have
major reverberations
right here in the Mid-
west.
Some of  the nation’s

most crucial war-fighting
forces are based near St.
Louis. Scott is the com-
mand base for air logis-
tics and refueling air-
craft that would rapidly
deploy in the advent of
war. The National
Geospatial-Intelligence
Agency’s western head-
quarters is in the heart
of  St. Louis. And White-
man Air Force Base is
headquarters of  the
509th Bomb Wing, home
to the nation’s B-2 stealth
bomber fleet and the
same bomb wing respon-
sible for the U.S. atomic
attacks on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki that ended
the war with Japan in
World War II.
War with China has

been and probably
remains an extremely
remote possibility. But
the threat looms ever
larger, particularly after
a Chinese intelligence
balloon was discovered
maneuvering in the skies
above the northern Unit-
ed States. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken
postponed a visit to Bei-
jing because of  it.
Tensions have escalat-

ed with China ever since
its construction of  artifi-
cial islands in the South
China Sea and subse-
quent construction of
naval bases. China then
began interfering with
international shipping,
claiming encroachment
on sovereign Chinese ter-
ritory.
New tensions are

focused on China’s
increasingly bold threats
to take military action
against Taiwan. The
Biden administration is
boosting military aid to

Taiwan and forging
tighter military ties with
Japan and other Asian
Pacific nations. The
Philippines in January
reached an agreement to
restore the U.S. military
presence there.
Against that backdrop,

the Feb. 1 memo from
Minihan takes on far
more significance. Refer-
ring to Chinese Commu-
nist Party leader Xi Jin-
ping, Minihan wrote: “I
hope I am wrong. My gut
tells me we will fight in
2025. Xi secured his third
term and set his war
council in October 2022.”
Minihan outlined specif-
ic schedules for his com-
mand staff  to ramp up
preparations in coming
months, warning against
complacency. “Go faster.
Drive readiness, integra-
tion, and agility for our-
selves and the Joint
Force to deter, and if
required, defeat China.”
The Pentagon dis-

tanced itself  from the
memo, but all the other
preparations and China’s
balloon episode speak to
a scenario belying any
talk of  calm and cordial
diplomacy. Unless cooler
heads prevail, the threat
of  a direct superpower
confrontation is looming
closer to reality, meaning
this region could well
find itself  right in the
thick of  it.

Confrontation
more realistic

By JILL LAWRENCE
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service
Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro

has held his job for less than a
month, so it’s probably too early
for him to think about running for
president. But it’s not too soon for
other governors considering a
White House run to do what he did
with a splash on his first full day:
open up thousands of  state jobs to
people who don’t have four-year
college degrees but do have rele-
vant skills, training or experience.
Democratic and Republican gov-

ernors should all do this, because
it’s commonsense policy. In fact,
the first governor to go there (by
his account) was a Republican now
mulling a presidential campaign:
former Maryland Gov. Larry
Hogan, who dropped the college
requirement for thousands of
state jobs last March.
The shift toward more flexible

hiring standards is taking off  in
the private sector, and now there’s
movement toward it by both par-
ties. Democratic Gov. Jared Polis
of  Colorado expanded skills-based
hiring in April 2022, GOP Gov.
Spencer Cox of  Utah took a similar
step in December, and Democrat
Wes Moore is continuing Hogan’s
policy in Maryland.
This is clearly an economic win

for states, especially as new job
and employment reports show that
the labor market remains tight,
and workers are in near-record
demand. It is also a political oppor-
tunity for both parties to show a
commitment to working-class vot-
ers.
It’s Democrats who need that

most. They are in the doghouse
with working-class voters, usually
defined as people who don’t have
four-year college degrees. This
group made up 57% of  the elec-

torate in 2022, according to exit
polling. Republicans won them by
12 percentage points overall, and
if  flexible hiring standards are
seen as part of  their party brand
before Democrats lay claim to it,
the GOP will strengthen its ties to
these voters.
But for certain governors of

large blue states whose personas
don’t exactly shout “man of  the
people” — for instance, Gavin
Newsom of  California and J.B.
Pritzker of  Illinois — spotlighting
increased flexibility in hiring
standards could be a useful ele-
ment for a presidential campaign.
It also has obvious benefits in
closely divided swing states (Penn-
sylvania, Wisconsin, Michigan
and Arizona, for a start) that will
determine which party wins the
White House and the Senate in
2024. It even has potential in red
state races for governor this fall in
Kentucky and Mississippi.
Updates to state hiring require-

ments are often low-key, but ampli-
fying them can have real political
impact. Shapiro regularly cam-
paigned on making more state jobs
available to people with skills
acquired from practical experi-
ence, military training, appren-
ticeships, trade schools and associ-
ate degrees. He highlighted this in
a TV ad and in his inaugural
address and followed through in
his first executive order. The Penn-
sylvania employment website now
links to an “Experience Matters”

page that lists “all job titles that do
not require a degree to qualify.”
Democratic pollster Stan Green-

berg told me the approach is help-
ful, “but it has to be grounded in
understanding what’s happening
to working people. They’re on
edge.” Some national Democrats
still don’t get workers’ frustration,
he added, but Shapiro and others
in swing states showed last year
that they do.
The best bipartisan argument for

reclassifying as many jobs as pos-
sible is the happy real-life conse-
quences of  more people being eligi-
ble for more jobs: Only 38.9% of
Americans over 25 have a four-year
college degree, according to the
Census Bureau. Another is that it
holds great promise — for workers
individually, but also for the larger
economy.
Mayors could join governors in

easing or removing degree require-
ments for local government work-
ers, which could help correct sev-
eral years of  sliding interest in
public-sector jobs, pinpointed in a
Marshall Project study. As for fed-
eral government employees, giving
credit where it’s due, former Presi-
dent Donald Trump started down
the skills-based hiring road in
June 2020, and the Biden adminis-
tration built on that executive
order with hiring guidance in May.
As for politics, allowing skills to

substitute for degrees is a small,
practical step that has broad
appeal and a particular upside for
Democrats struggling to reconnect
with working-class voters. They’d
be wise to jump on it before Repub-
licans do.

••••••••••
Lawrence is an opinion writer

and author of  “The Art of  the
Political Deal: How Congress Beat
the Odds and Broke Through Grid-
lock.”

Economy can win over workers
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(260) 726-9345
115 E. Main St.

Portland, IN

www.portins.com

Baird-Freeman 
Funeral Home

� e Teeter Family

221 N. Meridian St
Portland, IN 47371
(260) 726-7171

Great Food,
No Bull!

1204 W. Votaw  Portland

(260) 726-9647

Used Auto and 
Truck Parts

1127 S. Detroit Ave.
Portland, IN 47371

(260) 726-8001

www.williamsautopartsinc.com

All inventory online

Matt’s Garage

205 W. Union St.
Portland, IN 47371

260-726-8761
Call us today!
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sponsors!

(260) 726-6263
1100 N. Meridian St.   

Portland, IN

Portland True Value

Behind every project is a

Shop Local
Save Time • Save Money

Williamson,
Spencer & Penrod
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Todd & Rob Penrod

“Serving As We 
Would Be Served”

From 2 Convenient Locations
PORTLAND (260) 726-7111
PENNVILLE (260) 731-8811

Complete Septic 
Systems

Backhoe • Dozer 
Hauling • Trenching 

Drain Cleaning
3042 West 400 North,

Portland
p 260.726.2230

This Area
Church page is
made possible
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the courtesy of
the following

sponsors!

MAY
FINANCIAL

GROUP, INC.
LIFE • HEALTH

INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

MEDICARE 
SUPPLEMENTS
ANNUITIES

JEFF  HALL
your hometown agent

for over 30 years
(260) 729-5200

jeff@mayfg.com

111 W. Main Street• Portland, IN

Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and
phone number, services and
website or email address.
All services are Sunday,

unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist
204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m.
asburyministries.org

Banner Christian   
Assembly of God 
1217 W. Votaw St., Port-

land
Michael Burk
(260) 726-4282
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Bellefountain
United Methodist
440 S. 600 East 
Gordon Jackson
Services: 9 a.m.

Bethel United
Methodist
Indiana 167, 4 miles north

of  Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul 
Corner of  Treaty Line

Road and county road 300
East
Ava Gannon
(260) 726-2373
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.
Paul VanCise
(260) 997-6231
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.
bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist
301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in

umc.org

Christ Chapel
105 S. Elm St., Fort Recov-

ery
Quentin Elsea
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of Christ
(Southside)
1209 S. Shank St., Port-

land
Bob Graham
(260) 726-7777
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6:30

p.m.

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)
8472 S. 800 East, Union

City
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy
797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-

tland
Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334 
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m. 
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the Brethren
Floral and Chicago

avenues, Portland
Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of
the Living God
South Broad Street,

Dunkirk
Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.

Friday

Collett Nazarene
450 South, 1 mile west of

U.S. 27
Billy Stanton
(260) 251-2403
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville
190 W. Main St., Pennville
Gary Newton
(765) 669-1070
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene
226 E. Center St.,

Dunkirk
Tom Fett
(765) 768-6199
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County
2875 E. 200 South
Gordon Jackson
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200 South,

Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m., 6:30

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcenter.org

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-

land.com

First American Baptist
427 S. Main St., Dunkirk
Dan Coffman
(765) 768-7157
Services: 10:40 a.m.,

5 p.m.

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,

Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
fccftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist 
341 S. Meridian St., Red-

key
Everett Bilbrey Jr.
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,

Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6

p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church 
of the Nazarene
401 E. Boundary St., Fort

Recovery
Revs. Brad and Kate

Ratliff
(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
frnaz@frontier.com

Fort Recovery
United Methodist
309 E. Boundary St., Fort

Recovery
Rev. David Porath
(419) 678-2071
Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle 
468 E. Washington St.,

Dunkirk
Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30

p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist
100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.

Wednesday

Gilead Church
County road 650 North,

one-quarter mile east of
Balbec
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove
Church of the Brethren
Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street
United Methodist
435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67, Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Services: 8:30 a.m., 4:30

p.m. Saturday 
churchofthe-

mostholytrinity.com

Hopewell of
Life Ministries
County road 200 South, 2

miles east of  Indiana 1
Rev. Ruth Funk
(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Immaculate 
Conception Catholic
506 E. Walnut St., Portland
Fr. Peter Logsdon
(260) 726-7055
Services: 6:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians
403 Sharpsburg Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
(419) 375-4153
Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-

day, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
United Methodist
216 W. Pleasant St.,

Dunkirk
John Retter
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9 a.m.

Mount Zion
United Methodist
County roads 600 East and

200 North
Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings 
Holiness Church
of Blaine
4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship
1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 755-6354
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist
5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian
1964 N. 800 East
Aaron Huey
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

Oak Grove
United Methodist
829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union

City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland First
Church of Nazarene
920 S. Shank St., Portland
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel 
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God
4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-

Randolph county line)
Rev. Josh Canfield 
(765) 584-7045
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,

Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries
9811 W. Indiana 67, south-

west of  Redkey
Rev. Craig and Robin

Cotherman
(765) 369-2920
Services: 10 a.m. 
RedkeyFaith.org 

Redkey First
Christian
Union and Malin streets
Jeff  Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist
122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene 
801 W. High St.
Chuck Hollandbeck
(765) 369-2676
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-

tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m. 
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ
3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips
(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries
228 S. Meridian St., Port-

land
Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m. 

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-

day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,

5:30 p.m. Thursday 

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort

Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene
County roads 400 North

and 550 West
Rev. Mike Heckman
(260) 731-4733
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m. (the 2nd and 4th Sun-
day at Pennville Park from
June through September)

Sugar Grove
United Methodist
County roads 600 South

and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 a.m.

Temple Baptist 
17920 Indiana 167,

Dunkirk 
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
7pillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church
at Westchester
4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.

Trinity Lutheran
301 N. Wayne St., Fort

Recovery
Robin Owen
(419) 375-4498
Services: 9 a.m. (contem-

porary service, fourth Sun-
day)
pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity United
Methodist
323 S. Meridian St., Por-

tland
(260) 726-8391
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:30 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene
County road 900 North

(Jay-Wells county line)
Fred Stevens
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6

p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North

and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ
204 W. Walnut St., Port-

land
Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof-

christ.org 

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Darrell Borders
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@g

mail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.
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MARION YOUNG
FARMERS 

Consignment Auction
Mercer Landmark,
Chickasaw, Ohio

Between U.S. Rt. 127 &
New Bremen
on St. Rt. 274

SATURDAY,MARCH 18
10 A.M.

PLEASE CONSIGN
YOUR EQUIPMENT
WITH ONE OF THE

FOLLOWING:
Todd Bertke – 419-230-

1705
Brad Rindler – 419-584-

6356
Please call by Feb. 17 to

Assure Advertising
WE WILL BE TAKING IN

EQUIPMENT
THURSDAY & FRIDAY

before the sale
No items Will be Con-
signed Saturday Morn-

ing
COLDWATER AUCTION

SERVICE

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall, Jay County
Fairgrounds, Portland,

IN
Saturday Morning

FEBRUARY 11, 2023
9:30 A.M.

ANTIQUES-OLD &
COLLECTORS ITEMS

CROCKS AND
STONEWARE:    8 gal
with blue flowers,  Yel-
low Ware crock bowls,
Hoying Hardware, Cold-
water Ohio crock bowl,
crock with handle and
lid, 3 gallon Bee Sting,
and others not listed.
(2) 1911 and (2) 1917
porcelain license plates;
LAMPS:   Cast iron base

with Leaded Glass
Shade, Fenton Cranber-
ry, cast iron skillets;

wood plane; triple wood
pulley; wood pulleys;
Coca Cola cooler;
National washboard;
small copper kettle with
handles; ;  Bakelite baby
rattler; German razor in
case; honey labels;
Belick creamer; and
many other items not

listed.
AUCTIONEERS NOTE:
Building will open at

8:00 a.m. day of auction
for preview.   

RICHARD STACHLER
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Ben Lyons AU10700085

Travis Theurer
AU11200131  

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 3554 W 300 N  
Thursday evening

FEBRUARY 16, 2023
6:00 P.M.

REAL ESTATE:
Property consists of a 2
Bedroom, 2 bathroom
mobile home with an

attached garage.  Mobile
home has a gas fur-
nace, hot water heater,
and a water softener.
Gas cook stove, washer
and dryer to stay with
the property.  Property
has 2 wells and a leach
bed.  Included on this

2.1 acre parcel is a 27’ x
40’ pole barn and a

pond. 
For more information

contact
LOY AUCTION 260-

726-2700.
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY
JANUARY 29TH. 2:00 –

4:00 P.M.
SHIRLEY BOLLEN-
BACHER, Deceased
LOY AUCTION
AC#31600027
Gary Loy

AU01031608

110 HELP WANTED

PART-TIME INSERTER
POSITION

AVAILABLE Hours vary
each week. Apply at:

The Commercial Review
Tuesday-Friday 8:00
a.m.-4:00 p.m. No
phone calls please 

PORTLAND POLICE
DEPARTMENT is now
hiring for a Full-time Offi-
cer.  Taking applications
through February 17th.
Starting pay for Full-Time
officer $50,131.00 lateral
transfer and bonus
$5000.00 between 3
years. Benefits include;
paid holidays, vacation,
sick and personal days,
health, vision, and dental
insurance, PERF, and life
insurance. Agility test will
be held February 18th.
Must be 21 years old to
apply. Pick up applica-
tions at the police depart-
ment till 5pm or print a
copy off  our website:
thecityofportland.net.  

130 MISC. FOR SALE

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

FOR RENT 3 Bed-1 bath
house located in Port-
land. Rent $600 mo.
First/last/security
deposit, NO PETS. Ref-
erences required. Renter
pays all utilities 260-368-
9079 
LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, dis-
tribution, offices, inside
and outdoor storage.
Easy access to major
highways and railroad
access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Con-
tact Sycamore Group,
419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

CA$H PAID FOR JUNK
CARS Any year, any
condition. Running or
not. We tow away. 765-
578-0111 or 260-729-
2878. Massey’s Towing 
WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

T   
    

      

90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 90 SALE CALENDAR 110 HELP WANTED 200 FOR RENT

READ THE CR
THEN RECYCLE

 Visit Us At:  thecr.com

 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE

COMMERCIAL 

REVIEW

up to 

49% 
off  

Newsstand  prices

Subscribe at 

thecr.com 

or call

260-726-8141

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located at 3554 W 300 N 
on Thursday evening

FEBRUARY 16, 2023
6:00 P.M.

REAL ESTATE:
Property consists of a 2 Bedroom, 2 bathroom
mobile home with an attached garage.  Mobile home
has a gas furnace, hot water heater, and a water
softener.  Gas cook stove, washer and dryer to stay
with the property.  Property has 2 wells and a leach
bed.  Included on this 2.1 acre parcel is a 27’ x 40’
pole barn and a pond.  

10% nonrefundable deposit day of sale with balance
due at closing.  Seller will provide General Warranty
Deed and Owners Title Insurance.  Buyer to assume
taxes due and payable in November 2023 and
thereafter.  Any statements made day of sale take
precedence over previously written or oral
statements.  Owner confirmation day of sale.  For
more information contact LOY AUCTION 260-726-
2700.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY JANUARY 29TH. 2:00
– 4:00 P.M.
SHIRLEY BOLLENBACHER, Deceased

LOY AUCTION AC#31600027
GARY LOY AUCTIONEER

AU01031608
CR 1-21,26-,2-9-2023

  

260 PUBLIC AUCTION

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Junior high boys swim-
ming at Norwell Invitational – 5 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Girls basketball at
New Knoxville – 6 p.m.; Eighth grade boys
basketball in Midwest Athletic Conference
Tournament at New Knoxville – 6 p.m.;
Seventh grade boys basketball in Midwest
Athletic Conference Tournament at Cold-
water – 5 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Mara Bader in IHSAA

Girls Swimming State Finals at Indiana Uni-
versity Natatorium – 6 p.m.; Boys basket-
ball (including freshmen) vs. Heritage – 6
p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys basketball vs.
New Knoxville – 6 p.m.

Saturday
Jay County — Wrestling semi-state at

Allen County War Memorial Coliseum –
8:30 a.m.; Boys basketball (including
freshmen) vs. Yorktown – 2:30 p.m.; Gym-
nastics vs. Muncie Central at Cole Acade-
my – 2:30 p.m.

Fort Recovery — Boys basketball at
Newton – 6 p.m. (freshman – 4:30 p.m.);
Swimming sectional at Ayersville – 11
a.m.

TV sports
Today

6:30 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Iowa at Indiana (FS1)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Iowa at Purdue (ESPN2)

7 p.m. — NHL hockey: Colorado Ava-
lanche at Tampa Bay Lightning (ESPN)

7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Chicago
Bulls at Brooklyn Nets (TNT)

8 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Northwestern at Ohio State (FS1)

8:30 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Maryland at Northwestern (BTN)

9:30 p.m. — Women’s college basket-
ball: Stanford at Arizona (ESPN)

10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Milwaukee
Bucks at Los Angeles Lakers (TNT)

10 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Arizona State at Stanford (FS1)

11 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
USA at Oregon (ESPN2)

Friday
6 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Kent State at Buffalo (ESPN2)
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Xavier at Butler (FS1)
7 p.m. — NBA basketball: Phoenix

Suns at Indiana Pacers (Bally Indiana)
7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Charlotte

Hornets at Boston Celtics (ESPN)
9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

New Mexico at Air Force (FS1)
10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Cleveland

Cavaliers at New Orleans Pelicans (ESPN)
11 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Fresno State at Nevada (FS1)

Saturday
7:30 a.m. — Soccer: Premier League –

Chelsea at West Ham United (USA)
10 a.m. — Soccer: Premier League –

Wolverhampton at Southampton (USA)
Noon — Men’s college basketball: Mar-

quette at Georgetown (FS1); Providence at
St. John’s (FOX); North Carolina State at
Boston College (Bally Indiana); Penn State
at Maryland (BTN); Kentucky at Georgia
(ESPN)

12:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: St. Bonaventure at Duquesne (USA)

12:30 p.m. — Soccer: Premier
League – Newcastle United at AFC
Bournemouth (NBC)

1 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Kansas at Oklahoma (CBS)

1 p.m. — NHL hockey: Tampa Bay
Lightning at Dallas Stars (ABC)

2 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Louisiana Tech at FAU (Bally Indiana);
Connecticut at Creighton (FOX); Rutgers
at Illinois (FS1)

2:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Fordham at Davidson (USA)

3 p.m. — Golf: PGA Tour – Phoenix
Open (CBS)

3:30 p.m. — NHL hockey: Washington
Capitals at Boston Bruins (ABC)

4 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Duke at Virginia (ESPN); Baylor at TCU

(ESPN2); UNLV at San Diego State (FOX);
Wisconsin at Nebraska (BTN)

6 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Indiana at Michigan (ESPN)

7 p.m. — NBA basketball: Indiana
Pacers at Washington Wizards (Bally Indi-
ana)

7 p.m. — Men’s college hockey: Min-
nesota at Wisconsin (BTN)

8 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Arizona at Stanford (ESPN2); Seton Hall
at Villanova (FS1)

8:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Los
Angeles Lakers at Golden State Warriors
(ABC)

10 p.m. — Mixed martial arts – Islam
Makhachev vs. Alexander Volkanovski
(ESPN)

10 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Colorado at Utah (FS1); UCLA at ORegon
(ESPN)

Sports on tap

Continued from page 8
When Mara launches

herself  from the block to
start the 200 individual
medley Friday night at the
Indiana University Natato-
rium, it will mark the 11th
straight year in which a
Bader has represented Jay
County at the state finals.
During many of  those
years, there was more than
one of  them:
2013 — Sophie in 200

freestyle and 500 freestyle
2014 — Sophie in 100 but-

terfly and 200 freestyle
2015 — Sophie in 100 but-

terfly and 200 individual
medley; Alex in 100 breast-
stroke and 200 freestyle
2016 — Sophie in 100 but-

terfly and 200 IM; Alex in
100 breaststroke and 100
freestyle
2017 — Alex in 100

breaststroke and 50
freestyle
2018 — Alex in 100

breaststroke and 50
freestyle; Eliza in 100 but-
terfly
2019 — Eliza in 100 but-

terfly
2020 — Eliza in 100 but-

terfly and 50 freestyle;
Mara in 200 IM
2021 — Eliza in 100 but-

terfly and 50 freestyle;
Mara in 200 IM
2022 — Mara in 100

breaststroke and 200 IM
2023 — Mara in 100

breaststroke and 200 IM
“Everybody talks about

how Indiana is a basket-
ball state, but that’s never
been the case for our fami-
ly,” said Alex. “I don’t
think any of  us has ever
played a game of  basket-
ball in our life.
“Ever since Sophie was

4, we’ve all started swim-
ming at the age of  4,” she
added. She said during her

career swimming at Ball
State University — Sophie
swam there too, and Eliza
does currently — she real-
ized the rarity of  their
swimming bond. “Not
many people get to say
that. … It’s been fun. I’m
glad it’s been something
that we get to share for
such a long time.”
For the state finals,

Mara is seeded 28th in the
100 breaststroke, her sig-
nature event. With a berth
in the championship or
consolation finals unlikely
— the top 16 advance to
compete in those races Sat-
urday, and the No. 16 seed

was more than three sec-
onds ahead of  her based
on sectional times — she is
looking more toward indi-
vidual improvement.
She’d like to climb from

her seed position and,
more importantly, she’d
like to break the 1:07
mark.
“Since it’s my last high

school meet ever, (my goal
is) just to go out there,”
said Mara, “have a best
time and end it all doing
the best that I can and leav-
ing it all out in the pool.”
Her sectional time was 1

minute, 8.91 seconds, and
she went a 1:08.28 when

she placed 28th in the state
finals in the event last sea-
son.
“The main goal is just to

improve, see what she can
do,” said Slavik. “She’s got
to work on her (breast-
stroke) tempo, getting her
tempo high enough, get-
ting the length of  her
stroke and the height of
her recovery all laid out.
… She’s been losing her
legs at about 80 yards. We
need that to be at 100
yards.”
Mara’s goals are similar

for the 200 IM, in which
she has advanced to the
state finals all four sea-

sons. She comes in as the
No. 31 seed out of  32 swim-
mers and just wants to
swim as fast as she can.
While Friday night at

the state finals will end
Mara’s career — she does-
n’t plan on following in
her sisters’ wake to swim
at Ball State — the section-
al meet hit she and her
family hard because it was
at Jay County.
“I hate to even say this

is our home away from
home, because … we were
here more than we were
actually at home during
the months of  October to
March,” said Sophie.

“This place, I can say for
all of  us, shaped who we
are as individuals.”
Sophie and Alex were

part of  the Patriots’ first
sectional championship
team in 2015. (There have
been five more since then.)
Eliza’s teams were sec-
tional and Allen County
Athletic Conference cham-
pions all four years.
“This place has been my

whole life,” Eliza said.
“I’ve basically just grown
up here. It’s bittersweet
coming to an end.”
Sophie, a nurse at IU

Health Jay, had been
scheduled to work Satur-
day but was able to trade
the shift in order to be
there for her youngest sis-
ter’s final sectional meet.
Eliza had the weekend
open on the BSU swim-
ming schedule schedule.
(“I’m grateful I did not
have a meet today,” she
said. “I may have had to
skip that.”) Those circum-
stances allowed the whole
family to share in the final
moment Saturday.
“The first time I made it

down the pool all the way
by myself  was here in this
pool … 14 years ago,” said
Mara. “Just knowing that
I’ve grown up here, this
was my second home my
whole life. I wouldn’t have
wanted it any way else.”
The whole group will be

at the IU Natatorium
again Friday night to
cheer her on. Given how
the youngest feels about
her time spent in the
JCHS pool, that is appro-
priate.
“My favorite memo-

ries,” Mara said, “would
be any memory where all
six of  us were here togeth-
er.”

Continued from page 8
Wood ran the third leg of  the

4x800-meter relay as she
teamed with Kayla Quimby,
Yami Diaz and Ella Dubbs.
They posted a time of  10 min-
utes, 32.89 seconds.

The freshman was also 14th
in the 800 run in 2:43.27.

Val Muhlenkamp
Fort Recovery – 2020
Finished second on the team in

rebounds Saturday as the Univer-

sity of  Findlay women’s basket-
ball team defeated Walsh 64-55.
Muhlenkamp grabbed seven

boards to help the Oilers (6-17) to
a 35-30 advantage on the glass.
She also had four points, two
steals and an assist.

She had five points, two boards,
one assist and one steal in a Feb.
2 67-55 loss to Lake Erie.

Robby LeFevre
Fort Recovery – 2019
Ran for the Fordham Univer-

sity men’s track team Saturday
at the Metropolitan Collegiate
Championship.
LeFevre finished in 12th

place at the meet in the 50-
meter hurdles. He finished in
9.56 seconds.

Collegiate ...

End ...

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Sisters Alex, Mara, Sophie and Eliza Bader pose for a photo together following the sectional
meet Saturday at Jay County. When Mara competes in the 200-yard individual medley and 100
breaststroke Friday night, it will mark the 11th consecutive year in which a Bader has represented the
Patriots at the IHSAA Girls Swimming and Diving State Finals.
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JCHS wrestlers to
compete in semi-state,
see Sports on tap

Former Patirot helps
Warriors to victory,

see story below

A former Patriot trailed only one
swimmer at her conference champi-
onships.
Over the course of  the season, only 10

in the entirety of  the National Associa-
tion of  Intercollegiate Athletics have
been faster.
Vivienne Kunkler, a 2019 Jay County

High School graduate, finished as the
Kansas Collegiate Athletic Conference
runner-up in the 200-yard breaststroke
last weekend and posted an NAIA pro-
visional time competing for the Bethel
College women’s swim team.
Kunkler’s best swim for the Pilots,

who finished No. 2 in the conference
behind Olivet Nazarene, came in the
200 breaststroke as she finished second
behind Julietta Vega of  the champion
Tigers. Her time of  2 minutes, 24.88 sec-
onds, is the 11th-fastest in the NAIA
this season and puts her in position to
compete at the NAIA National Champi-
onships beginning March 1 in Colum-
bus, Georgia.
She is a three-time NAIA All-Ameri-

can.
Kunkler also finished fifth in the

KCAC meet in the 100 breaststroke in
1:06.54 — that time is 13th fastest in the
NAIA this season — and 20th in the 50
freestyle.
She was part of  third-place relay fin-

ishes for Bethel in the 200 medley, 400
medley and 200 freestyle.

Lizzy Dollar
Jay County – 2022
Earned one of  four contested victo-

ries as the Indiana Tech women’s
wrestling team defeated Siena Heights
29-15 Friday.
Dollar earned five points for the War-

riors as she pinned Bailey Jones in 2
minutes, 42 seconds, in their 116-pound
bout. Indiana Tech picked up four con-
tested wins and three forfeits.

Alli Vaughn
Fort Recovery – 2021
Led the Huntington University

women’s basketball team in assists in
Wednesday’s 78-70 loss to St. Francis.
Vaughn dished out five assists for the

Foresters (9-17) and also shared the
team lead with six rebounds. She
scored eight points.
The sophomore also had two

rebounds and an assist in Saturday’s
71-54 loss to No. 6 Marian.

Lindy Wood
Jay County – 2022
Was part of  a sixth-place relay effort

for the University of  St. Francis
women’s track team Saturday as it com-
peted in the IWU Midwest Classic at
Indiana Wesleyan.

See Collegiate page 7

Kunkler 2nd in KCAC

By DAN WOIKE
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service
LOS ANGELES — The

Lakers dramatically
changed the composition
of  their roster, trading Rus-
sell Westbrook to Utah in a
three-team deal Wednesday
that will bring back former
Lakers draft pick D’Angelo
Russell from the Minnesota
Timberwolves and also net
guard Malik Beasley and
forward Jared Vanderbilt
from the Jazz.
The Lakers will also send

a protected 2027 first-round
draft pick to the Jazz,
according to people famil-
iar with the deal who aren’t
authorized to speak about
it publicly.
The Lakers are excited to

get young players Russell,
Beasley and Vanderbilt,

addressing the shooting
issues that have plagued
them throughout the sea-
son, sources said.
The trade ends West-

brook’s tenure with the
Lakers, a homecoming in
Los Angeles that was
fraught with injuries to his
costars and inconsistent
production on it.
Russell, who the Lakers

selected No. 2 overall in
2015, is averaging 17.9
points and 6.2 assists for
Minnesota this season.

He’s an unrestricted free
agent this summer after
his $31.4 million contract
expires.
The Lakers would have a

$16.5 million team option
on Beasley’s contract for
next season. Vanderbilt is a
young defender and
rebounder whom the Jazz
acquired from Minnesota
as part of  the Rudy Gobert
deal last summer. In 52
games, he’s averaging 8.3
points and 7.9 rebounds in
24.1 minutes per game.

Lakers bring in Russell

Collegiate
Check-up

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review
As Alex Bader turned around

after congratulating her sister,
her cheeks were red,  tears
streaming down.
When Mara Bader got out of

the pool after her cool-down lap,
Alex wrapped her in a hug and
didn’t let go.
Moments later, from his spot on

the announcers stand, their dad
Christian could barely speak as
he announced the top eight, chok-
ing back tears as he finished:
“First place … Jay County …
Mara Bader.”
Her win in the 100-yard breast-

stroke Saturday marked the final
race in which a Bader will com-
pete in the Jay County High
School pool, ending an era for
Patriot swimming.
“I knew this was going to hap-

pen, but it’s different in the
moment,” Alex said, tears flow-
ing again.
The whole family was on hand

— mom Missy and sister Sophie
timing in lane four, sisters Eliza
and Alex timing in lane five,
Christian announcing — to
watch, cheer and cry.
“Seeing Mara get out of  the

pool after the 100 breaststroke
was tough, especially when the
water works started,” said JCHS
coach Matt Slavik. “Eleven years
straight of  having a Bader … on
the team is kind of  special. You
build a relationship with families
in this community. We spend a lot
of  time together. And it’s hard to
realize that we’ve come to the end
of  it.”
It’s not unusual to have a run of

sibling athletes. It is rare, though,
for four sisters — 2016 graduate
Sophie, 2018 graduate Alex, 2021
graduates Eliza and Mara — to so
dominate their sport for so long.
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End of an era
Friday evening will mark 11 consecutive years of a Bader
representing Jay County at the girls swimming state finals

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Alex Bader hugs her sister Mara after the latter gets out of the pool Saturday following her win in the 100-yard
breaststroke in the sectional meet at Jay County High School. Mara’s victory marked the final time a Bader will swim in that
pool for the Patriots. The four sisters — Sophie, Alex, Eliza and Mara — have combined to earn 28 individual berths in the
IHSAA Girls Swimming and Diving State Finals over the last 11 years.

Westbrook goes to Utah
in three-team trade


