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Jay County had a high tempera-
ture of  49 degrees Tuesday. The
low was 37.

Tonight’s low will be 36. Thurs-
day’s forecast calls for partly
sunny skies with a high of  49.

Rain is expected shortly after mid-
night Thursday and continuing
through the day Friday with
winds gusting to 40 miles per hour.

See page 2 for an extended out-
look.

We are seeking story ideas
for our upcoming spring home
improvement special section.
Email us at news@thecr.com
to make a suggestion.

Thursday — Results from
tonight’s JCHS boys basket-
ball sectional opener.

Friday — Coverage of
Thursday’s Portland Board of
Works meeting.

Weather In review Coming up
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Elwood Haynes and the
Portland Rockets may be
getting some company in
the near future.

Portland Main Street
Connect is partnering
with Arts Place and the
city on an effort to bring
a mural to the north side
of  Community Resource
Center adjacent to Brick
Alley.

The city will be apply-
ing for a $10,000 Indiana
Destination Develop-
ment Corporation
(IDDC) IN Indiana Public
Art Activation Grant. It
is part of  an initiative to
create public art
throughout the state.

Arts Place executive
director Carolyn Carduc-
ci had been looking at
another IDDC grant
opportunity for her
organization when she
learned about the possi-
bility of  funding for pub-
lic art and brought the
idea to the local Main
Street group.

That led to discussion
of  the possibility of  a
mural on the north wall
of  Community Resource
Center, which houses Jay
County Development
Corporation, Jay County
Chamber of  Commerce
and Jay/Portland Build-
ing and Planning Depart-
ment.

“It’s an opportunity
again try to continue to
highlight the Brick
Alley,” said Reda Theur-

er-Miller of  Portland
Main Street Connect.
“We thought it would
also play well with the
(historical cultural
trail),” which is being
developed.

It fits in with the Main

Street group’s overall
mission: “To give people
a reason to want to be in
the downtown,” said
Theurer-Miller, “to enjoy
different aspects of  the
downtown.”

With that in mind, the

organizations partnered
on putting out a request
for proposals to artists
for a concept for a mural
on the 112-foot by 13-foot
wall. (The mural can be
designed for all or part
of  the wall.)

The grant requires
that the mural be repre-
sentative of  the commu-
nity, be historically rele-
vant and include IN
Indiana branding.
Beyond those require-
ments, the city, Portland

Main Street Connect
and Arts Place left the
opportunity for ideas
wide open.

“We didn’t want to
limit artists on their
design,” said Carducci.

See Mural page 2

Mural opportunity
Main Street, Arts Place, city working on project

Photo provided

The north wall of Community Resource Center could become the latest canvas for a mural in downtown Portland.
The city, Portland Main Street Connect and Arts Place are partnering on an effort to apply for a $10,000 Indiana Destination
Development Corporation (IDDC) IN Indiana Public Art Activation Grant for the project.

By CASEY SMITH
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

What books should Hoosier
kids be allowed to read in
school? Who decides which texts
are “inappropriate” for stu-
dents? And what say should par-
ents have about removing books
from library shelves? 

Those questions were at the
heart of  nearly two hours of
debate in the Indiana Senate

Tuesday as lawmakers
weighed a bill that seeks to ban
materials deemed “harmful to
minors” in school libraries.

Senate Bill 12 ultimately
advanced 37-12 to the House. 

Language in the proposal,
authored by Sen. Jim Tomes, R-
Wadesville, removes “educa-
tional purposes” as a reason
that public schools and libraries
could claim legal protection for
sharing “harmful material”

with underage students. That
includes books and other mate-
rials deemed to be obscene,
pornographic or violent.

The bill also carves out a new
process for parents to request
the removal of  books they
believe are “inappropriate”
from school libraries. 

Tomes said his book is about
“parents, their children, and
books — really, really, really bad
books.” The senator said he

wants to eradicate “raw pornog-
raphy” from school libraries.

Although he did not give spe-
cific examples of  such works in
front of  the chamber, titles on
the senator’s desk included
“This Book Is Gay,” a book by
Juno Dawson, and “Let’s Talk
About It: The Teen’s Guide to
Sex, Relationships, and Being a
Human,” a graphic novel by
Erika Moen and Matthew
Nolan.

Democrats and a handful of
GOP lawmakers pushed back,
arguing that the bill could lead
to the removal of  anything a
parent deems to be unsuitable.

“What I’m concerned about
is, will some people think that
other things that would not be
pornographic or obscene
would be inappropriate?” said
Republican Sen. Eric Bassler,
of  Washington. 

See Book page 2

Indiana Senate debates book ban bill

By TAKIS TSAFOS
dpa
Tribune News Service

ATHENS, Greece —
Hopes are fading in Greece
that rescue workers will
find survivors after a train
collision killed dozens of
people on Tuesday night.

Emergency services say
at least 36 people were
killed in the head-on crash
between a freight train and
a passenger train near the
city of  Larissa.

The death toll is likely to
rise as more victims are
identified. This could take
time as DNA analysis will
be required, given the level
of  destruction in the front
carriages caused by the
crash and a subsequent
fire, state broadcaster ERT
reported.

Seventy-two people were
taken to hospital, some of
them with serious injuries.

There were 342 passen-
gers and 10 railroad
employees on the passen-
ger train from Athens to
Thessaloniki plus two driv-
ers on the freight train.

Greek Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis called

the accident an “unspeak-
able tragedy” as he visited
the scene at midday. Visi-
bly moved, he promised
that the cause of  the acci-
dent would be fully investi-
gated.

The main task is to treat
the wounded and identify
the bodies, he said, adding
that everything possible
would be done to ensure
that nothing like this ever
happens again.

Transport Minister
Kostas Karamanlis prom-
ised that no findings
would be kept secret.

The Greek government
has ordered three days of
national mourning for the
victims.

Rescue workers were

using cranes and other
heavy equipment to try
and lift the derailed train
cars to search for sur-
vivors, according to
reporters at the crash site
near Larissa. Images
showed that the front two
cars of  each train had
been destroyed and burnt
out.

The passenger train col-
lided head-on with a com-
mercial train traveling on
the same track. The pas-
senger train, the Inter City
62, had departed from the
Greek capital at 7:22 p.m.
Tuesday.

Some 350 passengers
were said to have been on
board.

See Collision page 5

Collision kills 36

Tribune News Service/Getty Images/Vasilis Ververiidis

An aerial drone photograph taken today shows emergency crews
searching wreckage after a train accident in the Tempi Valley near Larissa,
Greece. At least 36 were killed and another 85 injured after a collision
between two trains caused a derailment near the Greek city of Larissa late
Tuesday, authorities said.

Passenger, freight trains
were involved in crash
near Larissa, Greece



By HOWARD GRENINGER
The Tribune-Star (Terre Haute)
Tribune News Service

Terre Haute could be in
contention for more than a
$1 billion investment from
a company that produces
new battery components.

The Vigo County Rede-
velopment Commission is
seeking bids on 338.64 acres
in the Vigo County Indus-
trial Park.

The bids require an
investment of  greater than
$1 billion and creation of
640 permanent jobs, to be
phased in by the end of  2025
through mid 2028.

The Redevelopment Com-
mission lists the value of
the property in the Vigo
County Industrial Park II,
from two independent real
estate appraisals, at
$5,333,500.

“This is property on the

east end of  the former Pfiz-
er property. We have to
advertise the fair market
value and so for a project of
this scope, the investment
will be well over $1 billion,”
said Steve Witt, president
of  the Terre Haute Eco-
nomic Development
Corp. “We have offered the
property for $1 an acre
based on that sizable invest-
ment and job creation.”

Witt said the Economic
Development Corp. has
worked on several large
projects “this being one of
them. We first started work-
ing with this company in
early October but their
search and due diligence
started well before we were
contacted by them. They
have been looking for the
right location for quite a
while now,” Witt said.

The “material science
company” produces compo-
nents for batteries for ener-
gy storage for vehicles,
hand-held electronics,
power tools and a number
of  other products, Witt
said.

“It is the only company
in the U.S. that manufac-
tures their particular prod-
uct, which is components
inside a battery,” Witt said.

Witt declined to say more
about the company’s identi-
ty.

Bids are to be opened by
the Vigo County Redevelop-
ment Commission at 4
p.m. March 21.

Vigo County Commis-
sioner Chris Switzer said
the county has to start con-
sidering options to expand
the industrial park “as we
are starting to run out of
property in the industrial
park.
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Jay County 
Sheriff’s Department 
is now taking applications for

Reserve deputies and Part-time 

Applications may be picked up at the 
Jay County Sheriff’s Department 

224 W. Water St., Portland.  E.O.E.

Thursday
Hunley, Beth: 10 a.m., Baird-

Freeman Funeral Home, 221 N.
Meridian St., Portland.

May 13
Warrick, Clarice: 11 a.m.,

West Richmond Friends Meet-
ing, 609 W. Main St., Richmond.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE

OFFICE PRODUCTS

120 N. Meridian St.

Portland, Indiana 47371

(260) 726-9201
progressiveofficeproducts.com

SERVICES

Continued from page 1
Artist proposals, which had to

include a resume, biography,
concept, size, budget and time-
line, for the mural were due
Tuesday. A committee made up
of  Portland Main Street Connect
members Kayla Darby, Rusty
Inman and Theurer-Miller, Arts
Place visual arts director Alli-
son Smiley, Rob Weaver of  Jay
County Historical Society and
city clerk-treasurer Lori Phillips
will review the concepts March 7
and select one to be part of  the
grant application.

Carducci will write the grant
application, which is due March
17. She sees the project as an
opportunity for Arts Place to
reach beyond its Walnut Street
home. 

“Arts are more than just
inside of  our physical loca-
tion,” she said. “And so we want
to be more visible in the com-
munity and form those collabo-
rations and partnerships. … 

“We’re looking for ways to be
outside of  our four walls.”

State criteria for the grant
indicates that projects will be
selected based on quality of
design, “with preference given
to locations in high-view areas
that create potential for photo
opportunities. IDDC intends to
include a diverse group of  loca-
tions and projects, including
urban, suburban and rural set-
tings, large and small commu-
nities, and locations in differ-
ent regions of  the state.”

If  the city receives the grant,

the mural must be complete by
October. It would join the
Elwood Haynes mural on the
north side of  the Eagles Lodge
and the Portland Rockets
mural on the south side of  The
Ritz Theatre in Portland’s
downtown area. Portland
Rotary Club also commis-
sioned a mural featuring a
crabapple tree and red-winged
blackbird on the south side of

the J&P Plating building in
2021. 

The IN Indiana Public Art
Activation Grant follows a grant
program last year that saw more
than 40 murals and sculptures
created around the state. It’s part
of  an effort to “create IN Indiana
artwork and signage in highly-
visible locations throughout the
state.”

“Indiana is a diverse state

that’s full of  character, and we
plan to showcase that through
these works of  art,” Lt. Gov.
Suzanne Crouch said in a press
release announcing the grant in
January. “Through the public
artwork, we will have the oppor-
tunity to work together with our
local communities to show in our
state. From the smallest towns to
the largest cities, there is some-
thing for everyone IN Indiana.”

Mural ...

Continued from page 1
“I think that if  you look, through-

out the history of  the world, there
have been all sorts of  gruesome
things we’ve seen, whether it’s pic-
tures of  victims of  the Holocaust, or
victims of  slavery, or maybe the mis-
treatment of  Japanese Americans
during World War II,” he continued.
“I’m just concerned that a parent
might think that a picture … of
African Americans hanging from a
tree might not be appropriate.”

What is “inappropriate?”
Current Indiana law already out-

lines criteria that has to be met for a
book to be considered criminal.

Outlawed materials must, as a
whole:

•describe or represent, in any
form, nudity, sexual conduct, sexual
excitement, or sado-masochistic
abuse

•appeal to the prurient interest in
sex of  minors

•be patently offensive to prevailing
standards in the adult community as
a whole with respect to what is suit-
able matter for or performance
before minors

•lack serious literary, artistic, polit-
ical, or scientific value for minors

Tomes held that his bill will not
ban literary classics like “The Great
Gatsby,” “Catch 22,” “The Grapes of
Wrath,” and “1984.” It also doesn’t
apply to “children’s books, or even
adult books about cultures or other
parts of  the world,” he said.

But Sen. Rodney Pol D-Chesterton,
said Tomes’ bill will empower par-
ents who have “a political ax to
grind.” His fear is that conservative
parents will swamp school boards
with complaints about “progressive”
books or works authored by “some-
body that supports the opposing
party” or a “cause that (they) don’t
believe in.”

“Nobody in this chamber is proba-
bly going to agree as to the specific
line for which inappropriate is,” Pol
said. “And if  none of  us can probably
agree on that, then there’s probably
going to be a lot of  consternation, dis-
agreement throughout each commu-
nity, through each school board,
through each district throughout the
entire state.”

Lawmakers on both sides of  the
issue agreed they do not want to
allow kids to access pornographic or
“obscene” books. But even if  those
materials are removed from school
libraries, Pol and others questioned
what good the legislation would do to
stop kids from accessing such con-
tent through other means, especially
online.

A “chilling effect”
Under the proposal, a local prose-

cutor could decide to charge a K-12
school teacher, librarian or staff
member for giving “harmful” materi-
al to minors, meaning the educator
could not argue in court that the
material has educational value.

They could still argue that the

material has literary, artistic, politi-
cal or scientific value as a whole,
however.

If  charged, educators could face a
Level 6 felony, which carries a maxi-
mum penalty of  2.5 years in prison
and a $10,000 fine.

Colleges and public libraries
could still use the defense against a
charge of  disseminating harmful
material to minors, according to the
bill.

“I hope it does have a chilling
effect,” Tomes said, referring to
school libraries that carry the mate-
rials he’s seeking to have removed.
“I hope it’s enough of  a chilling
effect that they will come to their
senses, and have it upon themselves
to see to it that for the kids entrusted
in their custody, they will do their
best to protect their innocence.”

The measure would also require
school libraries to publicly post lists
of  books in their collection and cre-
ate a formal grievance process for
parents to object to certain materi-
als in circulation.

Tomes has filed similar bills in
years past to take away schools’
defense to the state’s “harmful mate-
rials” law. A similar proposal failed
in the 2022 session after K-12 librari-
ans and educators argued they
would be unfairly criminalized. 

••••••••••
Indiana Capital Chronicle is an

independent, nonprofit news organi-
zation. Its website is indianacapi-
talchronicle.com.

Book ...

Firm is looking at
$1 billion investment

Citizen’s calendar

Today in history

Markets
Cooper Farms                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fort Recovery
Corn..........................6.38
April corn ................6.38
Wheat ......................6.82

POET Biorefining
Portland
Corn..........................6.39
April corn ................6.45
May corn..................6.47

The Andersons 
Richland Township
Corn .........................6.28
April corn ................6.28
Beans ......................14.79
April beans ............14.79

Wheat ...................... 6.52
July wheat ..............6.95 

Central States
Montpelier
Corn..........................6.27
Late March corn......6.29
Beans ......................14.85
Late March beans..14.85
July wheat................6.95

Heartland
St. Anthony
Corn..........................6.00
April corn ................6.02
Beans ......................14.61
April beans ............14.66
Wheat ......................6.58

Lotteries

In 1692, Sarah Good,
Sarah Osborne and
Tituba were interrogat-
ed in Salem, Massachu-
setts, to determine if
they practiced witch-
craft, launching the
Salem Witch Trials. 

In 1810, Frédéric
Chopin was born in
Zelazowa Wola, Poland.
The famous pianist
wrote solos and concer-
tos during the Roman-
tic period.

In 1904, Glenn Miller
was born in Clarinda,
Iowa. A leader in the
big band era, some of
his most famous hits
include “In the Mood”
and “Chattanooga Choo
Choo.”

In 1932, Charles
Lindbergh’s son was
kidnapped from his
nursery at the mansion
Hopewell, New Jersey.
Although they paid the
kidnapper a ransom to
return their child, the
Lindberghs found their
son dead several days
later near their home.

In 2019, Fort Recov-
ery High School girls
basketball team defeat-
ed the Ridgemont Gold-
en Gophers, 58-24.
Grace Thien led the
Indians, scoring 19
points and extending
her school record of  3-
pointers made in a sea-
son to 76.

— The CR

CR almanac

49/35 49/31 44/29 47/30 54/37
Partly

sunny Thurs-
day with rain
likely late. The
high will be in
the upper
40s.

Another
day of mostly
sunny skies.
The high may
jump to the
50s

Mostly
sunny, with a
high of 47. At
night, the low
may dip to 30
degrees.

Rain is in
the forecast
for Friday with
thunderstorms
possible.
Expect
between 1 and
2 inches.

Saturday’s
weather
should be
mostly cloudy
with highs in
the low to mid
40s.

Thursday
3/2

Friday
3/3

Saturday
3/4

Sunday
3/5

Monday
3/6

Powerball
Estimated jackpot:

$143 million

Mega Millions
14-16-40-52-59
Mega Ball: 13
Megaplier: 2
Estimated jackpot:

$167 million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 3-4-1
Daily Four: 2-6-7-0
Quick Draw: 1-5-10-14-

15-17-18-29-30-36-37-38-38-
40-54-55-65-69-73-76

Evening
Daily Three: 4-8-3
Daily Four: 9-7-5-5

Quick Draw: 4-9-14-19-
24-28-30-31-32-40-43-47-50-
51-57-60-62-71-73-74

Cash 5: 24-32-34-36-45
Estimated jackpot:

$75,000

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 3-4-0
Pick 4: 3-4-3-5
Pick 5: 6-9-9-8-8
Evening
Pick 3: 1-4-0
Pick 4: 6-1-6-7
Pick 5: 6-0-7-8-9
Rolling Cash: 12-14-20-

25-33
Estimated jackpot:

$150,000

Thursday
4 p.m. — Portland

Board of  Works, city hall,
321 N. Meridian St.

Monday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

City Council, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7:30 p.m. — Fort Recov-
ery Village Council, vil-
lage hall, 201 Main St.

Tuesday
5:30 p.m. — Portland

Park Board, council
chambers, fire station,
1616 N. Franklin St.

7 p.m. — Pennville
Town Council, town
hall, 105 N. Washington
St.

7 p.m. — Salamonia
Town Council, School-
house Community Cen-
ter.



DEAR ABBY: I am a man who
has been wearing lingerie for
the past few decades. I discov-
ered my love of  panties when I
slipped into my first pair at 17.
At 22, I discovered the fun and
sexiness of  bras and other lin-
gerie, and I wear them under my
men’s clothing. 

I have gone through periods
of  love and alternating shame
for being an “underdresser.” I
have confided this to a few
women in my life and received
mixed responses. Some were
appalled; others were OK with
it. My wife is in the first catego-
ry. I told her while we were dat-
ing and modeled some for her.
She thought it was “weird.” 

I tried, for her sake, to repress

my desire to wear lingerie, but it
has returned recently. I have
been buying panties, bras and
other items and wear them only
at work or when I’m alone. I
have found some solace in final-
ly opening up to the women at
the lingerie stores that what I
am buying is for me, and I
delight in the fact that they are
accepting and help me find

items I might like. How do I
approach this subject with my
wife again and ask if  she’s open
to me wearing lingerie and
more often? — LIVING IN LIN-
GERIE

DEAR LIVING: You have
already discussed this with
your wife, and she has made
her feelings known. Do not
expect her to have become
more understanding on the
subject of  “underdressing.”
You are not the only straight
man who finds this practice
to be pleasurable. Because
this is something you really
feel compelled to do, go
online to research groups for
cross-dressers in your area
and join one. 

By JANN BLACKSTONE
Tribune News Service

Q. You’re not going to believe
this, but I came home yester-
day and found my boyfriend’s
ex in my garage. She said she
was looking for some tax infor-
mation, but I was really ticked
off  that she was rummaging
around in the boxes of  my
garage. She said she knew my
boyfriend wouldn’t return her
calls and she needed the
records to file her taxes.
What’s good ex-etiquette?

A. If  you could see me right
now, you would see me falling
down laughing. I’ve had simi-
lar things happen to me, and
I’m the one writing the col-
umn. My husband had a lais-
sez-faire attitude about locking
the front door. It was a small
town; everyone knew everyone
else and he just never saw the
need to lock it. That meant his
ex would come and go as she
pleased — if  the kids left their
backpack, their good jeans, etc.
— until I moved in and it all
changed. There was a transi-
tion period, however, and I can
remember running out to the
store only to come home to find
my husband’s ex looking for
stuff  the kids left behind. I
wasn’t happy, and this is where
we launch into the importance
of  B O U N D A R I E S.

Granted, she used to live in
that house, and her explana-
tion was that she felt it was the
kids’ home and it would be OK
to retrieve the kids’ stuff. Not
so much, from my point of
view, and we all sat down and
came to an agreement as to
what specifically was appropri-
ate and what was not.

The key — no pun intended
— was we should have had that
conversation before I moved
in. That’s one of  the reasons I
stress having a plan for moving
in and how you will conduct
your life as a couple, one or
both of  which co-parents with
another. If  you don’t have an
agreement for what is accept-
able, there will be no consis-
tency, and it ensures everyone

will flounder. Better to have a
plan in place, and if  you must
deviate or compromise, do
that, rather than constantly
have to negotiate a position
because there are no bound-
aries.

For many, these stories are
just too familiar, and they can’t
even fathom exes coming over
or interacting so casually. I can
tell you from experience, even
though I was not expecting it,
it happens, and that is why it is
imperative that boundaries are
clear. Be honest.

When establishing those
boundaries, work together
with the children’s welfare at
the forefront, and do not com-
promise because you feel pres-
sured to conform. If  you feel
something is unacceptable, say
so. (Good Ex-etiquette for Par-
ents Rule No. 8, “Be honest and
straightforward”). Offer solu-
tions (Rule No. 2, “ask for help
if  you need it”), be respectful
of  each other’s space (Rule No.
9, “Respect each other’s turf ”)
and set the example of  cooper-
ation for the children, (Rule
No. 10, “Look for the compro-
mise”). 

All the rules of  good ex-eti-
quette have evolved from real-
life experiences. (You’ll find
the 10 Rules of  Good Ex-eti-
quette on the Bonus Families
website.) That’s good ex-eti-
quette.

••••••••
Jann Blackstone is the author

of  “Ex-etiquette for Parents:
Good Behavior After Divorce or
Separation,” and the founder
of  Bonus Families, bonusfami-
lies.com. Email her at the Ex-
Etiquette website
exetiquette.com at dr.jann@exe-
tiquette.com.

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-
mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.

Today
PORTLAND ROTARY

CLUB — Will meet at noon
each Wednesday at Har-
mony Cafe, 121 N. Meridi-
an St. 

SINGLES AND SEPA-
RATES SUPPORT
GROUP — For anyone
who’s lost a loved one or
has a spouse living in
long-term care or suffer-
ing from an illness, the
group will meet at 2 p.m.
the first Wednesday of
each month in the Arthur
& Gloria Muselman Well-
ness Pavilion in Berne.
For more information,

call Sarah Conrad at (260)
589-4496.

AL-ANON FAMILY
GROUP — New Begin-
nings, a support group for
friends and families of
alcoholics, will meet at
6:30 p.m. each Wednesday
in the Zion Lutheran
Church, 218 E. High St.,
Portland. For more infor-
mation, call (260) 726-
8229.

A BETTER LIFE – BRI-
ANNA’S HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of  addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Wednesday at
Redkey United Methodist
Church, 122 W. Main St.
Come early for a meal. For
more information, call
Pastor Randy Davis at
(765) 369-2085.

Thursday
CELEBRATE RECOV-

ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at
(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792. 

PORTLAND LIONS
CLUB — Will meet the first
Thursday of  the month at
Portland Lions Civic Cen-
ter, 307 W. 100 North. The
meal will be served at 6:30
p.m. and the meeting will
begin at 7 p.m.

FORGET-ME-NOT — A
support group for parents,
friends and relatives who
have lost a baby through
miscarriage, birth or ill-
ness will meet from 7 to 9
p.m. at St. Vincent Ran-
dolph Hospital, Winches-
ter, in community room 1.
For more information, call
Kimberly Sibery at (765)
964-6075 or Nikki
Bosworth at (765) 584-6452.

Friday
DUNKIRK HISTORI-

CAL SOCIETY — Is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
the first and third Friday
of  each month in the for-
mer W.E. Gaunt Jewelry
building, 113 S. Main St.,
Dunkirk.

SOFT SHOULDERS — A
support group for anyone
suffering from memory
loss, will meet at 10:30 a.m.
the first Friday of  each
month in the Fireplace
Room at Edelweiss Place at
Swiss Village in Berne.
For more information, call
(260) 589-3173.

CINCINNATUS
LEAGUE — Will meet at
noon Friday, March 3, at
Harmony Cafe in Port-
land.

Saturday
ALCOHOLICS ANONY-

MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. For
more information, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.
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Tuesday’s Solution

The objective is to fill a
nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and
each of the nine three-by-
three boxes (also called
blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only
one time each. 

Sudoku

Community Calendar

Photo provided

Caring first graders
East Elementary School recently recognized students for caring with

Character Counts awards. Pictured above, front row, are first graders Adalyn Overla,
Zoey Joseph and Saki Hirae. In the back row are Timothy (Wyatt) Fennig, Tanner Loucks
and Kylo Cooke.

Make boundaries
with your ex clear

Ex-
Etiquette

Wife hates man’s outfits
Dear
Abby



Page 4 Opinion The Commercial Review
Wednesday, March 1, 2023

Editor’s note: This column is
being reprinted from Feb. 29,
2012. Jack often talked about
his memories of  the 1958 Port-
land High School football team,
and always with great rever-
ence for his big brother.
By JACK RONALD
The Commercial Review

It was a golden season.
Maybe it’s because I was 10.

Maybe it’s because I idolized
my big brother.

And maybe it’s because of
Dad and Frank.

Frank Kenyon was the first
person my parents hired for
The Graphic who had a family
to support. That was back in
1949.

But when Frank died a cou-
ple of  weeks back, what I
thought of  most wasn’t the
risk my parents took when

they started The Graphic. It
wasn’t the years Frank and I
had worked together, though
those meant a tremendous
amount.

It was that golden season,
with Frank and Dad and young
Frank and my big brother all
coming together to make some-
thing special happen.

It was the fall of  1958. My
brother Steve was on the foot-
ball team. 

He was co-captain. It was his

senior year. And he was a hero
in my eyes.

I’m guessing that the season
started with a home game.

Dad had a tendency to park
over by the Friends Church on
East Main Street. Then we’d
amble down the alley, cross
over Water Street, and make
our way to the football field.
Once there, we parted company.

Dad liked to stand as he
watched the game. And he
liked to move around, roaming
a bit depending upon the
action.

I was on my own. That meant
linking up with other kids
from Judge Haynes Elemen-
tary School who were at the
game.

And one of  those kids was
young Frank, a classmate. Big
Frank — “One Shot” to his

friends and the kidders at the
American Legion Post — was
taking pictures of  the game.

The connection probably
wasn’t made at that first game
of  the season. After all, there
were plenty of  kids there.

But the Panthers won. And
then they won again.

And quickly a pattern devel-
oped.

No matter whether it was a
home game or an away game,
four people could be counted
among the spectators: Dad, Big
Frank, young Frank, and me.

And then something remark-
able happened.

They kept winning. And win-
ning.

(There’s still plenty of  dis-
pute about a referee’s call at
Coldwater that gave the Pan-
thers a fifth down at a crucial

moment, but the record book
takes precedence.)

In the end, it was an unde-
feated season and the four of
us had been there for — my
memory insists — every game.

That includes a tough game
against Mississinewa at Gas
City where young Frank and I
wandered over to the home
side and I quickly found
myself  on the wrong end of  a
beating by a kid at least 3 years
older.

And somehow, being there
for each of  those wins made
the undefeated season even
more important. Being there
with young Frank, still a
friend to this day, and Big
Frank, whose loss is still being
felt, made it a golden season.

It was a winner any way you
look at it.

The fall of 1958 was truly perfect

Tribune-Star (Terre Haute)
HSPA Infonet 

Indiana has rarely been
a beacon for change when
it comes to most issues of
public policy. But the man-
ner in which it gives pub-
lic access to government
proceedings is one area in
which the state has been
willing to lean toward
openness.

The Indiana Open Door
Law requires meetings of
elected and appointed gov-
ernment boards to be open
to the public and man-
dates that most final
actions by those boards
occur in an open meeting.
The Access to Public
Records Act guarantees
that people can obtain or
copy most government
records.

The courts have been
part of  those transparen-
cy laws, with certain
exceptions. Historically,
cameras or other record-
ing devices have either not
been permitted in court-
rooms, or their uses have
been greatly restricted.

As has happened in
many other states across
the nation, those restric-
tions are beginning to be
eased in Indiana. A num-
ber of  pilot programs have
allowed cameras in court-
rooms in limited circum-
stances as judges and
other legal experts
assessed their impact.

Another major step in
opening courts to cameras
and audio recording
devices will soon be taken.
On May 1 2023, judges will
be able to allow news
media inside their court-
rooms to record, photo-
graph and broadcast pro-
ceedings that have not
been ruled confidential.

The judicial system can
be complex and confusing.
Ensuring that all who find
themselves involved in the
system are treated fairly
and their legal rights are
protected requires strict
adherence to prescribed
processes. While most
court proceedings are
open to the public, a judge
has always had the respon-
sibility and power to con-
trol what is happening in a
courtroom.

In the case of  the new
rules governing cameras
in Indiana courtrooms,
judges will retain that
power and discretion. The
freedom to grant broader
access to recording of
courtroom proceedings
will rest with the presid-
ing judge.

A judge has a lot to con-
sider when making such a
decision. Recording

devices can serve a valu-
able purpose by giving
people an opportunity to
view or listen to a court
proceeding that may be of
compelling public inter-
est. They provide greater
transparency and
accountability by court
officials. But they can
also have a negative
effect. Participants in a
hearing may conduct
themselves differently
than they would if  a cam-
era wasn’t present. A vic-
tim, witness or others
close to a sensitive case
could be intimidated by
the enhanced public expo-
sure.

Judges have all these
things — and more — to
consider when deciding
whether to allow record-
ing devices of  any kind in
their courtrooms.

The rights of  those
involved in court proceed-
ings must never be taken
lightly. When decisions
concerning broader
access are carefully con-
sidered, they deserve
respect.

Indiana has taken a
step in the right direction
by giving judges more
freedom to open their
courtrooms to news
media recording devices.
We hope they embrace the
opportunity when they
deem it appropriate. In
close calls, we urge them
to err on the side of  open-
ness. More transparency
will lead to a better under-
standing of  the judicial
system.

••••••••••
HSPA Infonet is a con-

tent-sharing service for
newspapers that are mem-
bers of  Hoosier State Press
Association.

Court should 
err to openness

By HARRY LITMAN
Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

Fox News responded to an incendi-
ary court filing in Dominion Voting
System’s $1.6 billion defamation suit
last week by asserting that “the core
of  this case remains about freedom
of  the press and freedom of  speech,
which are fundamental rights afford-
ed by the Constitution and protected
by New York Times v. Sullivan.”

Sullivan, the landmark press free-
dom ruling, is indeed central to this
case. That’s why Fox is facing a
potentially disastrous jury trial and
the possibility of  a gargantuan lia-
bility verdict.

The latest filing by Dominion
reveals dozens of  damning private
statements by Fox personalities and
executives demonstrating that they
knew Team Trump’s claims of  a
rigged election were hogwash. Yet
Fox continued to broadcast the lie
that Trump had actually won the
election.

Other news organizations have
had a field day running deeply
embarrassing internal emails, texts
and deposition excerpts exposing
Fox’s blatantly two-faced behavior.
Even as Fox’s stars were broadcast-
ing Trump’s false allegations to their
viewers, they were doubting and dis-
paraging them in conversations with
one another.

Dominion, the voting equipment
manufacturer that found itself  at the
center of  outlandish right-wing con-
spiracy theories about the election,
filed a brief  that is chock-full of
nuggets for Fox’s detractors. Tucker
Carlson wrote to fellow Fox News
host Laura Ingraham, for example,
that Trump lawyer Sidney Powell
was “lying.” Ingraham responded by
calling Powell a “complete nut.”

My personal favorite: When a Fox
reporter noted correctly on Twitter
that there was no evidence of  deleted
or lost Trump votes, Carlson texted
another host, Sean Hannity: “Please
get her fired. Seriously….What the f-
--? … It needs to stop immediately,

like tonight. It’s measurably hurting
the company. The stock price is
down.”

The immediate reason for Carl-
son’s panic, and the network’s, was
that the ultra-right outlet Newsmax
was making modest inroads into
Fox’s misinformation-steeped view-
ers, many of  whom were already
upset that Fox led the networks in
accurately calling the crucial state
of  Arizona for Biden on election
night.

So Fox was careful in the after-
math of  the election to toe the offi-
cial Trump line that he had been
cheated. In doing so, Fox executives
and personalities weren’t just pan-
dering to viewers so as not to lose
them to Newsmax and other com-
petitors. They were also treating
them with contempt, spoon-feeding
them lies that they themselves were
too sophisticated to believe.

The 1964 Supreme Court case that
Fox invoked, New York Times v. Sul-
livan, protects publishers from lia-
bility for defamation unless they
make false statements with “actual
malice,” meaning they either knew
them to be false or showed reckless
disregard as to their accuracy.

In the judgment of  the court,
allowing publishers to be punished
for good-faith mistakes would cow
the press into staying its hand to
avoid liability. And that would mean
the public would not learn truths
that can only be uncovered by a vig-
orously free and fearless press.

Sullivan, in other words, provides
an extra measure of  protection even
for inaccurate reporting to protect
the press’s freedom to hold the gov-
ernment and others to account,

which is what the First Amendment
values.

But mistakes are one thing; know-
ingly telling lies is another. What
Fox’s pious proclamation of  press
freedom misses is that lies of  the sort
the network appears to have told its
viewers don’t enjoy or deserve consti-
tutional protection. The values
enshrined in Sullivan are not what
shields Fox but rather what puts it in
jeopardy.

The case against Fox is in fact
unusually strong. Defamation suits
often concern the work of  careless or
sensationalist reporters slipping past
fact-checking safeguards. Dominion’s
allegations, by contrast, threaten to
lay bare a deliberate corporate deci-
sion to ignore the truth and publish
lies.

Fox maintains that the incendiary
quotes in Dominion’s brief  are cher-
ry-picked to paint a misleading por-
trait. Maybe so. If  motions for sum-
mary judgment fail, as they almost
certainly will, and the parties don’t
settle, that’s what a trial, scheduled
for April, is likely to sort out.

Fox has to regard that prospect
with terror, but it may have no other
viable option than to defend itself
against what could be one of  the high-
est-stakes defamation trials in U.S.
history.

In another piece of  bad legal news
for Fox, defamation is considered
statement by statement. That means
that even isolated statements that
were known to be false could subject
the company to liability.

Since Sullivan, very few American
media companies have been found
liable for defamation. More frequent-
ly, such cases are dismissed before
they even delve into the facts. That’s
because of  the very high burden to
show that a defendant knew its
reporting was false.

Unfortunately for Fox, however,
Dominion appears to have com-
pelling evidence that the network
knowingly lied to its audience, sacri-
ficing integrity for ratings and put-
ting profits above truth.

Lies don’t deserve protection
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Continued from page 1
“I thought I was going to

die,” one passenger told
Kathimerini daily newspa-
per. He said he had been
sitting in one of  the rear
carriages.

He had sought shelter on
the ground, he said. People
were screaming and cry-
ing. Other passengers
reported that they had
been able to break the win-
dows and escape in the
dark from the half-turned
over carriage.

“There was chaos and
incredible noise,” a sur-
vivor told state broadcast-
er ERT.

In Larissa, many people
came to give blood follow-
ing an appeal by the Greek
Red Cross and hospitals in
the area.

Some 200 passengers
who were not injured or
suffered only slight
injuries were taken by bus
from the scene of  the acci-
dent to Thessaloniki, 150
kilometers away.

In Thessaloniki, the
authorities set up tele-
phone hotlines, as relatives
waited fearfully for news.

Many of  the passengers
were reportedly students
who were heading to the
University of  Thessaloniki
after a longer holiday
weekend.

The cause of  the acci-
dent was unclear,
although initial specula-
tion points to human
error.

According to media
reports, the electronic
guidance system on the
track was not working.
There had been problems
with it for some time, leav-
ing staff  to decide on some
stretches which track the
trains should go on.

The crash occurred on a
line connecting Athens
with Thessaloniki that
was modernized over the
past years.

The railway official
responsible for the line
was arrested following the
crash, ERT reported.

Despite the moderniza-
tion, which included new
tunnels and bridges as
well as two tracks along
the 500-kilometer route,
there were still significant
problems with the electric
coordination of  traffic
control, according to the
Greek train drivers’
union.

“We travel from one part
of  the line to the next by
radio, just like in the old
days. The station man-
agers give us the green
light,” the union’s presi-
dent Kostas Genidounias
explained on state radio.

Collision ...

Drug possession
Four Indiana residents

were arrested Tuesday for
drug possession.

Elizabeth M. Ball, 32, 572
E. 450 South, Portland, was
preliminarily charged with
a Level 6 felony for posses-
sion of  methamphetamine,
along with two Class A mis-
demeanors for possession
of  paraphernalia and theft.
She’s being held on a $4,500
bond in Jay County Jail.

Daniel J. Price, 38, 503
Pierce St., Ridgeville, was
preliminarily charged with
a Level 6 felony for posses-
sion of  methamphetamine
and a Class A misdemeanor
for possession of  parapher-
nalia. He was released on a
$4,000 bond from Jay Coun-
ty Jail.

Benedicto Velazquez-
Villalpando, 39, 3305 Reed
St., Fort Wayne, was pre-
liminarily charged with
two Level 6 felonies for
possession of  metham-
phetamine and possession
of  cocaine or a narcotic
drug, along with a Class C
misdemeanor for posses-
sion of  paraphernalia.
He’s being held on a $4,500
bond in Jay County Jail.

Gabriel Sanchez-Her-
nandez, 29, 3718 Smith St.,
Fort Wayne, was prelimi-
narily charged with two
Level 6 felonies for posses-
sion of  methampheta-
mine and possession of
cocaine or a narcotic
drug. He’s being held on a
$4,500 bond in Jay County
Jail.

Felony arrests

CQ-Roll Call
Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Joe Biden said Tues-
day that he would nomi-
nate Julie Su, the deputy
secretary of  labor and the
preferred choice of  the
Congressional Black Cau-
cus, to become secretary of
the Department of  Labor.

Su would replace Marty
Walsh, who is leaving in
March to become executive
director of  the National
Hockey League Players’
Association.

“Julie is a tested and
experienced leader, who
will continue to build a
stronger, more resilient,
and more inclusive econo-
my that provides Ameri-
cans a fair return for their
work and an equal chance
to get ahead,” Biden said in
a statement. “Over several
decades, Julie has led the
largest state labor depart-
ment in the nation,
cracked down on wage
theft, fought to protect traf-
ficked workers, increased
the minimum wage, creat-
ed good-paying, high-quali-
ty jobs, and established
and enforced workplace
safety standards.”

If  confirmed by the Sen-
ate, Su would take over the
department amid a very
strong market but with
economic forces suggest-
ing that it could weaken.
The Federal Reserve has
been steadily raising inter-
est rates since early 2022 as
it seeks to slow the rate of
inflation. Those rate hikes
have thus far had little
effect on employment, but
many economists expect
that to change.

She is likely to face ques-
tioning about the depart-
ment’s environment, social
and governance rule that
allows managers of  pen-
sion funds to consider ESG
factors in investment deci-
sions. Congressional
Republicans have criti-
cized the rule, and the
House is scheduled to vote
Tuesday on a measure that
would disapprove the rule.

Vermont independent
Sen. Bernie Sanders, who
chairs the Senate Health,
Education, Labor and Pen-
sions Committee, praised
the choice. “I look forward
to working with her to pro-
tect workers’ rights and
build the trade union
movement in this country,”
he said in a statement.

Walsh also praised Su in
his departure note to the
Labor Department staff  in
mid-February.

“Julie is an incredible
leader and has been cen-
tral to our success as a
team and as a Department.
With the kind of  leader-
ship and talent assembled
across the Department, I
am confident there will be
continuity and the work
will be sustained,” he said.

Su became deputy secre-
tary of  labor in July 2021
after being confirmed on a
party-line, 50-47 vote in the
Senate.

Her work in government
began as California labor
commissioner in 2011. She
previously spent 17 years
as a civil rights attorney
representing workers who
the White House said are
often invisible, including
Thai garment workers
trafficked to the United
States.

dpa
Tribune News Service

MOSCOW — The Kremlin
says achieving Russia’s war
aims in Ukraine has priority
over any possible peace negotia-
tions.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said on Tuesday that so
far there had been no signals
from Kyiv that the Ukrainians
were willing to talk. “In this
case, achieving our goals is the
most important thing, that is
our absolute priority,” he said.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has
rejected negotiations with Russ-
ian President Vladimir Putin by
decree and reiterated this sever-
al times.

He has put forward his own
plan, which stipulates that Rus-
sia should completely withdraw
its troops from Ukraine as a
basic pre-condition for the start
of  peace talks. Russia, which
launched a full-scale invasion of
Ukraine just over a year ago,
has rejected this as absurd.

The Kremlin spokesman said
that before any negotiations
Ukraine would have to recog-
nize that the four regions of
Donetsk, Luhansk, Zapor-
izhzhya and Kherson are now
also enshrined in the constitu-
tion as parts of  Russia. “These
are very important realities,”
Peskov said, even though Russia
does not yet have complete con-
trol over these regions, which

were annexed in violation of
international law.

In eastern Ukraine, Ukrain-
ian troops have been trying for
months to repel the advancing
Russians near the strategically
important town of  Bakhmut in
a battle that has resulted in
heavy losses.

The situation there is becom-
ing increasingly difficult, Zelen-
skyy and Deputy Defense Minis-
ter Hanna Malyar said on Tues-
day night. Before the war began,
more than 70,000 people lived in
Bakhmut, today only a few thou-
sand are left, they said.

Meanwhile, Putin has sus-
pended the last major nuclear
disarmament treaty with the
United States after he signed a

new law halting Russian
involvement in the New START
treaty, the Kremlin announced
in Moscow on Tuesday.

The president announced the
step in his address to the nation
on February 21. He stressed in
his speech that this was not an
exit from the agreement. How-
ever, he had previously repeat-
edly warned that an end to the
agreement, which expires in
2026, could lead to a new nuclear
arms race. For the time being,
Russia wants to continue to
adhere to the agreed upper lim-
its for nuclear weapons.

The fighting around the
Ukrainian nuclear power plant
in Zaporizhzhya has again
alarmed the International

Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).
Around 20 detonations were

apparently heard in the vicinity
of  the plant on Monday, IAEA
chief  Rafael Grossi said on
Tuesday, referring to the U.N.
agency’s experts stationed at the
power plant. He said there had
been an increasing security
presence at the site in the recent
past.

“This is a concerning trend
that shows the urgency and
importance of  establishing a
nuclear safety and security pro-
tection zone at the Zaporizhzhya
Nuclear Power Plant,” Grossi
said. He stressed that he would
continue his diplomatic efforts
to ensure that such a zone was
established as soon as possible.

Kremlin focused on war priorities

Su is
tapped
to lead
Labor

Tribune News Service/Los Angeles Times/Brian van der Brug

Snow strands
Carved wooden bears are covered in snow as residents in the resort area in the San Bernardino Mountains dig out

from successive storms Tuesday in Big Bear City, California. Stranded residents of Lake Arrowhead and surrounding communities
in the San Bernardino Mountains that were inundated with snow this weekend were hoping on Tuesday that authorities could
clear blocked roads and escort residents up and down the mountains before another storm was set to strike late in the day.
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LOOKING TO SELL your
Home? Save time &
money, connect with the
Top Agents in your area
to get more MONEY and
close FASTER! Call 317-
854-9781
NEVER PAY For Cov-
ered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care
Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF 2
FREE Months! 1-855-
408-3894
PORTABLE OXYGEN
Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 877-930-
3271
SERIOUSLY INJURED
in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our
network has recovered
millions for clients! Call
today for a FREE consul-
tation! 844-517-6414
SWITCH AND save up to
$250/year on your talk,
text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text
with flexible data plans.
Premium nationwide
coverage. 100% U.S.
based customer service.
Limited time offer - get
$50 off on any new
account. Use code
GIFT50. For more infor-
mation, call 1-855-572-
5165
WESLEY FINANCIAL
Group, LLC - Timeshare
Cancellation Experts -
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational pack-
age and learn how to get
rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews.
Call 877-329-1207

00 CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED ADS
260-726-8141 

ADVERTISING RATES 
20 Word Minimum 

Effective 07/01/2018: 
Minimum charge....

$12.40 
1 insertion.........62¢/

word 
2 insertions.......81¢/

word 
3 insertions.......96¢/

word 
6 insertions.... $1.14/

word 
12 insertions. $1.52/

word 
26 insertions. $1.77/

word 
Includes

Online.......FREE
Classified Display $6.95/

per column inch 
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified

Page 
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00 
In Memory Up to 100 

words.... $13.00 
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,

jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-

ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes. 

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339 

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141. 

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message. 
“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334 
WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Free Estimate.
Metal roofing & more.
260-273-9776 
GOODHEW’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191 

90 SALE CALENDAR

MARION YOUNG
FARMERS 

Consignment Auction
Mercer Landmark,
Chickasaw, Ohio

Between U.S. Rt. 127 &
New Bremen
on St. Rt. 274

SATURDAY,MARCH 18
10 A.M.

TRACTORS- TRUCKS-
CONSTRUCTION
EQUIPMENT

1999 International 9400,
2001 Ford F-150 XL
212k miles, etc.

DRILLS-PLANTERS-
PLOWS-DISK-TILLAGE-

AUGERS

International 490 disk
25ft w/ hydraulic fold,
6in upright bin unload
auger w/ motor,  etc.
WAGONS-MANURE
EQUIPMENT-HAY
EQUIPMENT

2003 New Holland 590
Big Baler 3x3 bales,
New Holland 258

Rolabar rake, G690 Ag-
Bagger, J&M 250 hop-

per wagon, etc.
MISCELLANEOUS

Nursery pens and feed-
ers, Nursery fans w/

controls, Flex line feed-
ers, 100 gal fuel transfer

tank, and more.
This is only a partial list-
ing of equipment that
will be at the Auction.
We are still accepting

equipment on Thursday,
March 16th and Friday,
March 17th; 9am till 8pm
No items Will be Con-
signed Saturday Morn-

ing.
Any Questions or to

consign items call Todd
Bertke: 419-230-1705

COLDWATER AUCTION
SERVICE

Auctioneers bonded in
favor and licensed by
the State of Ohio 
PUBLIC AUCTION

Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall, Jay County
Fairgrounds, Portland,

IN
Saturday Morning
MARCH 4, 2023 

9:30 A.M.
OLD & COLLECTORS

ITEMS - TOOLS
Pie safe with screen

sides and front; Chevro-
let 4 x 4 wood truck toy

box;
vintage Zenith TV in
Blonde cabinet; wood

bar table w/4 bar chairs;
metal

plant stand w/marble
top; log bench; log shelf;
Crosley radio; Zenith

Tube case with assorted
tubes;

Power XL smokeless
grill; vintage comic

books; Coca Cola card-
board display with elec-

tronics; Coca Cola
Ecology kit; Coca Cola
Elementary Science lab-
oratory kit; (2) Coca

Cola
Holiday cardboard dis-
plays; Coca Cola 1950
TV tray; vintage Coca
Cola book covers; Coca
Cola calendars; Hummel
figurines; Craftsman
spray gun; 2 plastic
tables; crop moisture
tester; and many other

items not listed.
WEILER FAMILY

Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers

Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131  

PUBLIC AUCTION LIVE
& ONLINE

Located: 100 WEST
LINE STREET, GENEVA
INDIANA 46740 (JUNC-
TION OF HIGHWAY 27
AND STATE ROUTE

116.)  
March 4, 2023,

9 A.M.
GOLD – SILVER –

COINS 
1904 $20 Gold pc; 1862
$10 gold pc; 1912 $10
gold pc;  CC Morgan Sil-
ver dollars 1885, 1883,
1871, 1890, Quarters

dating from the 1800’s to
present including Bar-
ber, Capped Bust, and

others; 
CURRENCY

$50, $20, $10, $5, $2,
and $1 notes; Star, Red
Seal, Yellow Seal, Black
Seal, Repeater, Radar,
Confederate note,

GUNS-KNIVES-TOYS-
COLLECTIBLES

Remington 30.06 model
770 w/scope and carry-
ing case; Remington

270 Win. w/night scope;
wooden handle bayonet
(off of M2 rifle) Country
knife w/Stag grips and
sheath; USM8A1 bayo-

net w/sheath.
NOTE:  To bid online go
to ProxiBid.com. Pre-
view Friday March 3,
2023, from Noon to 6

p.m.  For more informa-
tion phone Auctioneers. 

OWNERS: NAME
WITHHELD FOR SECU-

RITY REASONS
Shawver Auctioneering

and Real Estate 
AC31800004 

AUCTIONEERS
Pete D. Shawver 

AU19700040
260-726-5587 
Zane Shawver 
AU10500168 
260-729-2229

Check Auctionsoft and
AuctionZip and Proxibid

for photos.  

110 HELP WANTED

CLASS A CDL DRIVER
LOOKING for more than
a steering wheel holder. I
need a professional. You
would interact with our
customers east of the
rockies. We can make
milk runs out and back.
You won’t be dropping off
a load and heading to
another state to pick up
something else. It’s out
and back. If you like driv-
ing, but not the typical
trucking company non-
sense, this is for you!
Reba transport is the pri-
vate fleet for Smith
Brothers of Berne. Home
weekends and possibly
during the week. Insur-
ance is based on a man-
ufacturing model and
better than the typical
trucking company. Stop
pay/ overnight pay/ hotel
plan/ yearly performance
bonus up to $2k/ paid
vacation/ etc... Call 260-
589-2131 for more infor-
mation. May train the
correct individual. 

NOW HIRING WICKEY
CONSTRUCTION Pay
based on experience, for
more information call
260-273-9776. 
HELP WANTED CITY
OF PORTLAND Posi-
tion: Mayor’s Assistant –
Full time. The Mayor’s
Assistant is responsible
for performing a variety
of clerical, administrative
and technical tasks in
support of the city gov-
ernment. Essential
duties: Greet visitors to
the Mayor’s Office,
answer the telephone,
schedule appointments
for the Mayor, coordinate
Mayor’s travel schedule,
prepare claim vouchers
for Mayor’s Office. Also,
complete special assign-
ments, projects, corre-
spondences, filing, copy-
ing, faxing and printing
as directed by the Mayor.
Applications are avail-
able at Portland City
Hall, 321 North Meridian
Street, Portland, Indiana
47371, 8:00 AM to 4:30
PM, Monday thru Friday
until March 8th. Applica-
tion deadline is March
8th, 2023. No applica-
tions will be accepted
after this time. The City
of Portland is an Equal
Opportunity Employer. 

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information. 
ALUMINUM SHEETS
23”x30”,.007 thick.

Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.

The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141. 

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders w/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309 

200 FOR RENT

LEASE SPACE available,
Coldwater, OH. Manufac-
turing, warehousing,
assembly, distribution,
offices, inside and outdoor
storage. Easy access to
major highways and rail-
road access with loading
docks and overhead
cranes available. Contact
Sycamore Group, 419-
678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.com 
NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631. 

230 AUTOS, TRUCKS

WE PAY CASH for junk
autos. We pick up at your
location. 1-765-546-2642
or 1-765-857-1071.
Slocum’s Salvage 

√ Out
The CR
Classifieds

www.thecr.com

 SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE
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REVIEW
up to 

49% 
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Subscribe at 
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Public Notice
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

CITY OF DUNKIRK
CITY OF DUNKIRK STORM SEWER AND BASINS PROJECT

Notice is hereby given that sealed Bids for the City of Dunkirk Storm Sewer and Basins Project
will be received by the City of Dunkirk, Jay County, Indiana ("Owner") at City Hall located at 131
South Main Street, Dunkirk, IN 47336, until 2:00 P.M., local time, on Thursday, March 23, 2023 at
which time the Bids will be publicly opened and read. Each Bid should be clearly marked "BID
ENCLOSED for City of Dunkirk Storm Sewer and Basins Project" on the outside of the envelope.
Bids received after that time will be returned unopened. 
An optional pre-bid meeting will be held at 9:00 A.M., local time, on Friday, March 10, 2023 at City
Hall, 131 South Main Street, Dunkirk, Indiana 47336. All prime contractors, subcontractors, util-
ities, small, minority, or women business enterprises, and other interested parties are invited to
attend.
The Project, which is funded by an OCRA grant, will be constructed in one (1) contract division.
In general, the work consists of providing all labor and material for the construction of two new
stormwater ponds and the installation of 12-18” diameter storm sewers.
Copies of the Bidding Documents may be obtained through the Beam, Longest & Neff, LLC online
Plan Room beginning at noon, local time, on March 1, 2023 upon registration and payment of a non-
refundable fee plus shipping and handling. The amount of this fee will vary depending on the de-
livery and shipping costs. Payment by credit card is preferred. Partial sets of Bidding Documents
are not available.  Plans can be previewed and purchased at the online Plan Room, accessed at
https://distribution.easternengineering.com. Copies of any and all addenda which may be issued
for this project shall be included with the purchased documents and shall be forwarded to all
plan and specifications holders of record. Expedited shipping of documents can be arranged at
time of purchase.
Bidding documents can also be paid for and picked up in person at Eastern Engineering Supply
at 9901 Allisonville Road, Fishers, Indiana, 46038.
Documents may be examined at the office of and at Beam, Longest & Neff, LLC (BLN, “Engineer”)
at 8320 Craig Street, Indianapolis, Indiana, 46250. Questions pertaining to this project may be di-
rected to Drew Wilson of BLN at (317) 849-5832 or dwilson@b-l-n.com.  
The work to be performed and the bid to be submitted shall include sufficient and proper sums
for all general construction, mechanical installation, labor, materials, permits, licenses, insur-
ance, and so forth incidental to and required for the construction of the facilities.
Each bid must be enclosed in a sealed envelope bearing the title of the Project and the name and
address of Bidder. All bids must be submitted on the bid forms as identified in the Contract Doc-
uments and Specifications.
Each bid shall be accompanied by a certified check or acceptable bidder’s bond made payable
to the Owner, in a sum of not less than five percent (5%) of the total amount of the highest aggre-
gate bid, which check or bond will be held by the Owner as evidence that the bidder will, if
awarded the contract, enter into the same with the Owner upon notification from him to do so
within ten (10) days of said notification.
Approved performance and payment bonds guaranteeing faithful and proper performance of the
work and materials, to be executed by an acceptable surety company, will be required of the Con-
tractor at the time of contract execution. The bonds will be in the amount of 100% of the Contract
Price and must be in full force and effect throughout the term of the Construction Contract plus
a period of twelve (12) months from the date of substantial completion.
The Owner reserves the right to reject any bid, or all bids, or to accept any bid or bids, or to make
such combination of bids as may seem desirable, and to waive any and all informalities in bidding.
Any bid may be withdrawn prior to the above scheduled time for the opening of bids or authorized
postponement thereof.  Any bid received after the time and date specified shall not be consid-
ered.  No bid may be withdrawn after the scheduled closing time for receipt of bids for at least
ninety (90) days.
A conditional or qualified Bid will not be accepted.
Award will be made to the low, responsive, responsible bidder.  The low, responsive, responsible
bidder must not be debarred, suspended, or otherwise be excluded from or ineligible for partic-
ipation in federally assisted programs under Executive Order 12549.
All applicable laws, ordinances, and the rules and regulations of all authorities having jurisdic-
tion over construction of the project shall apply to the project throughout.
Bids shall be properly and completely executed on bid forms included in the Specifications.  Bids
shall include all information requested by Indiana Form 96 (Revised 2010) included with the
Specifications.  Under Section III of Form 96, the Bidder shall submit a financial statement.  A
copy of the proposed Financial Statement to be submitted with the bid is included in the bid doc-
uments section to these specifications.  The Owner may make such investigations as deemed nec-
essary to determine the ability of the Bidder to perform the work and the Bidder shall furnish to
the Owner all such information and data for this purpose as the Owner may request.  The Owner
reserves the right to reject any bid if the evidence submitted by, or investigation of, such Bidder
fails to satisfy the Owner that such Bidder is properly qualified to carry out the obligations of the
Agreement and to complete the work contemplated therein.
Each Bidder is responsible for inspecting the Project site(s) and for reading and being thoroughly
familiar with the Contract Documents and Specifications.  The failure or omission of any Bidder
to do any of the foregoing shall in no way relieve any Bidder from any obligation with respect to
its Bid.
Wage rates on the project shall not be less than the federal wage scale published by the U.S. De-
partment of Labor.
Bidders on this work shall be required to comply with the provisions of the President’s Executive
Order No. 11246, as amended.  The Bidders shall also comply with the requirements of 41 CFR
Part 60 - 4 entitled Construction Contractors - Affirmative Action Requirements.  A copy of 41
CFR Part 60 - 4 may be found in the Supplemental General Conditions of the Contract Documents
and Specifications.
The Bidders attention is also called to the “Minority/Women Business Participation” require-
ments contained in the Project Specifications. The Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs
has adopted a State goal of 10% participation for minority and women owned businesses for con-
struction related or purchase related contracts for the work.
The Contractor must meet guidelines and practices established by the Indiana Office of Commu-
nity and Rural Affairs and appropriate federal regulations including: 1) Executive Order 11246,
2) Section 3 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1968, as amended, 3) Certification
of Non-Segregated Facilities, 4) OMB Circular A-102, 5) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 6)
Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 7) Age Discrimination Act of 1975, 8) Executive Order
12138, 9) Conflict of Interest Clause, 10) Retention and Custodial Requirements for Records
Clause, 11) Contractors and Subcontractors Certifications, and others that may be appropriate or
necessary.
Contract procurement is subject to the federal regulations contained in the OMB Circular A-102,
Sections B and O and the State of Indiana requirements contained in IC-36-1-9 and IC-36-1-12.
Any contract(s) awarded under this Advertisement for Bids are expected to be funded in part by
a grant from the Department of Housing and Urban Development, as administered by the Indi-
ana Office of Community and Rural Affairs.  Neither the United States nor any of its departments,
agencies or employees is or will be a party to this Advertisement for Bids or any resulting con-
tract.
Pursuant to Chapter 5, 5-4 of the Labor Standards Administration and Basic Enforcement Hand-
book 1244.1 Rev 2; “No contract may be awarded to any contractor that is debarred, suspended,
or otherwise ineligible to participate in Federal or Federally assisted contracts or programs. Any
contract awarded to a prime contractor or subcontractor that is found to be ineligible for award
must be terminated immediately.” Prior to contract award prime contractors are to be actively
registered or seeking registration with SAM.gov to determine eligibility/debarment status.

CITY OF DUNKRIK
CR 3-1,8-2023 -HSPAXLP

  Public Notice
Pennville Civil Town, Jay County, Indiana

Cash & Investments Combined Statement- 2022
Beg. Cash End Cash

Local Local Fund and Inv. Bal. and Inv. Bal.
Fund Name Jan 1, 2022 Receipts Disbursements Dec 31, 2022

Number
Governmental Activities

0 General $126,065.50 $215,980.84 $197,267.03 $144,779.31
0 Motor Vehicle Highway $77,885.65 $6,644.44 $19,654.96 $64,875.13
0 Local Road And Street $16,625.92 $0.00 $4,000.00 $12,625.92
0 Sanitation $1,965.93 $37,063.00 $34,852.99 $4,175.94
0 Riverboat $68,099.53 $3,496.99 $0.00 $71,596.52
0 Rainy Day $58,250.32 $48,361.31 $0.00 $106,611.63
0 Heh1001-2007 Ptrc Final $2,434.38 $0.00 $0.00 $2,434.38
0 Cumulative Capl Imprv

Cigarette Tax $19,969.82 $0.00 $0.00 $19,969.82
0 Fire Equipment 

(Not Debt Service) $1,500.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,500.00
0 Co Economic Development 

Income Tax $720.00 $6,012.00 $5,889.00 $843.00
0 Cash Change $130.00 $0.00 $0.00 $130.00
0 Law Enforcement $2,670.54 $66.00 $50.00 $2,686.54
0 Public Safety $26,509.82 $5,141.00 $2,049.78 $29,601.04
0 Fire Grant $8,595.61 $0.00 $0.00 $8,595.61

2021 Library $96,212.20 $274,980.24 $371,192.44 $0.00
2021-2024 ARP $76,198.23 $76,486.65 $132,053.25 $20,631.63
2022 Bitter Ridge Wind Farm $0.00 $50,000.00 $50,000.00 $0.00

WASTEWATER 
0 Wastewater Utility-

Operating $28,847.94 $85,636.50 $78,221.14 $36,263.30
0 Wastewater Utility-

Deprec/Improve $45,657.58 $6,924.00 $0.00 $52,581.58
0 Wastewater Cash Reserve $21,390.00 $0.00 $0.00 $21,390.00

WATER 
0 Water Utility-Operating $110,767.19 $150,889.29 $118,997.09 $142,659.39
0 Water Utility-Depreciation/

Improve $36,930.78 $1,929.12 $0.00 $38,859.90
0 Water Utility-Customer 

Deposit $37,698.86 $3,750.00 $5,186.40 $36,262.46
Total All Funds $865,125.80 $973,361.38 $1,019,414.08 $819,073.10

CR-3-1-2023 - HSPAXLP

Public Notice
EXHIBIT A
NOTICE OF 

DETERMINATION
TO ENTER INTO 

AMENDMENT TO LEASE
Pursuant to Indiana Code 6-1.1-
20-5, notice is hereby given that
the Board of School Trustees of
the Jay School Corporation de-
termined to enter into an
Amendment to Lease and issue
bonds in an aggregate amount
not to exceed $6,105,000 to fund
various improvements to the
Jay County Jr-Sr High School
building and athletic grounds,
including, but not limited to, the
following: (1) complete neces-
sary maintenance and equip-
ment upgrades in a manner that
will continue to provide the stu-
dents a safe environment that is
conducive to learning, includ-
ing door replacements, LED
lighting, drain valve replace-
ment, electrical upgrades,
kitchen, cafeteria and Com-
mons renovation and metal sid-
ing and roof replacement, and
(2) renovate the athletic fields,
grounds and facilities to pro-
vide for an attractive, lighted,
functional and comprehensive
athletic and extracurricular
program serving grades 7-12,
now and for the long term.

Dated: February 14, 2023
BOARD OF SCHOOL

TRUSTEES OF
THE JAY SCHOOL 

CORPORATION
Phil Ford
Secretary

CR/NS 2-22,3-1-2023 - HSPAXLP

Public Notice
NOTICE TO BIDDERS FOR

THE JAY SCHOOL CORPORATION
JAY COUNTY, INDIANA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the Board of School Trustees
of the The Jay School Corporation (the "Owner") will receive
sealed bids for the Jay County Jr./Sr. High School Siding Re-
placement.
Bids will be accepted at the The Jay School Corporation Ad-
ministration Office, 414 East Floral Avenue, Portland, Indiana,
until 10:00 a.m. (local time), on March 16, 2023. Bids will be
opened and tabulated at that time in the Board Room. A Pre-
Bid Meeting is scheduled for March 2, 2023, at 10:00 a.m. at the
Jay County Jr./Sr. High School Office.
All bidding and construction shall be in accordance with con-
struction documents prepared by Barton-Coe-Vilamaa, Archi-
tect and Engineers, Inc., which can be obtained from the office
of Barton-Coe-Vilamaa. Call 260/489-9079 (office of Barton-Coe-
Vilamaa) to request an invitation to receive digital access to the
bidding documents.
Bidders will be required to file, with their bids, a certified
check made payable to the The Jay School Corporation or a Bid
Bond for an amount not less than five percent (5%) of their max-
imum bid or bids. Should a successful bidder withdraw its bid,
or fail to execute a satisfactory Contract, The Jay School Cor-
poration may then declare the bid deposit or bid bond to be for-
feited as liquidated damages.
Each successful bidder shall be required to furnish an ap-
proved Performance Bond and a Labor and Materials Payment
Bond which cover faithful performance of the contract and the
payment of all obligations arising thereunder. A Maintenance
Bond shall also be required. Said bonds shall remain in full
force and effect for twelve months from the substantial com-
pletion of the Work.
The contract will be awarded to the lowest responsive and re-
sponsible bidder complying with the conditions for bidding,
provided the bid is reasonable and it is to the best interest of
the Owner to accept it. The Owner reserves the right to reject
the bid of any or all bidder in accordance with Indiana Code 36-
1-12.
Bids not reaching said office by 10:00 a.m., on March 16, 2023 will
not be opened and will be returned unopened to the original
bidder.

Dated this Twentieth day of February 2023.
BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES

THE JAY SCHOOL CORPORATION
CR CR/NS 3-1-2023-HSPAXLP
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Sports
Wednesday, March 1, 2023

JC plays Eagles in
sectional tonight,
see Sports on tap

Get all of your local
sports information online

by visiting thecr.com

Local schedule
Today

Jay County — Boys basketball sec-
tional opener vs. Frankton at New Cas-
tle – 6 p.m.

Thursday
Jay County — Junior high swimming

at Bluffton – 5:30 p.m.; Junior high
wrestling at Bluffton – 5:30 p.m.

Friday
Jay County — Track at Marion

Hoosier State Relays qualifier – 5:30
p.m.’

TV sports
Today

1:05 p.m. — Major League Baseball
spring training – Washington Nationals
at New York Yankees (ESPN)

2:45 p.m. — Soccer: Premier
League – Everton at Arsenal (USA)

6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Xavier at Providence (FS1)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Auburn at Alabama (ESPN2); Maryland
at Ohio State (BTN)

7:30 p.m. — NHL hockey: New York
Rangers at Philadelphia Flyers (TNT)

8:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Georgetown at Creighton (FS1)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Texas at TCU (ESPN2); Penn State at
Northwestern (BTN)

10 p.m. — NBA basketball: New
Orleans Pelicans at Portland Trail Blaz-
ers (ESPN)

10 p.m. — NHL hockey: Carolina

Hurricanes at Vegas Golden Knights
(TNT)

Thursday
12:05 p.m. — Major League Baseball

spring training: Philadelphia Phillies at
Boston Red Sox (ESPN)

7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Wichita State at Houston (ESPN2); Michi-
gan at Illinois (ESPN); Rutgers at Min-
nesota (FS1)

7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Philadel-
phia 76ers at Dallas Mavericks (TNT)

8:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Indi-
ana Pacers at San Antonio Spurs (Bally
Indiana)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
Arizona State at UCLA (ESPN); Purdue
at Wisconsin (FS1); Memphis at SMU
(ESPN2)

10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Los
Angeles Clippers at Golden State War-
riors (TNT)

11 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: Arizona at USC (ESPN); California
at Oregon (FS1)

Friday
7 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:

Dayton at Saint Louis (ESPN2)
7:30 p.m. — NBA basketball: Brook-

lyn Nets at Boston Celtics (ESPN)
9 p.m. — Auto racing: NASCAR

Craftsman Truck Series – Victoria’s
Voice Foundation 200 (FS1)

10 p.m. — NBA basketball: Mem-
phis Grizzlies at Denver Nuggets (ESPN)

11 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: New Mexico at Colorado State
(FS1)

Sports on tap

By RAY COONEY
The Commercial Review

WAPAKONETA, Ohio — The
fans clad in purple and white
chanted “Danny P, Danny P” after
Daniel Patch scored a quick five
points to open the second half.

They erupted when Cale Ram-
mel’s 3-pointer gave their team its
first lead of  the second half  with
3:50 to play.

They roared again when Ram-
mel hit a pair of  free throws for a
two-point advantage in the final
minute.

In the end, though, those
cheers turned to screams of  frus-
tration — from both the fans and
coach Bob Leverette — when
their Indians didn’t get a call in
the final moments.

There was contact but no call
on Rammel’s potential game-win-
ning shot Tuesday as Fort Recov-
ery High School fell just short of
upsetting the top-seeded and sev-
enth-ranked Marion Local Flyers
in the Division IV boys basketball
district semifinal at Wapakoneta.

“Tough way to end,” said Lev-
erette, a first-year coach whose
team was playing in a district
tournament for the first time
since 2018. “Very tough way to
end.”

The Indians (15-10) were in the
lead or tied for more than three
minutes — they spread the floor
and held the ball for much of  that
time — before Marion Local’s
Jadyn Mescher hit a 3-pointer
from the right corner with 32 sec-
onds left for a 35-34 advantage.
They looked for a shot but were
unable to find anything before
Leverette took a timeout with 7.3
seconds left to set up a play for
Rammel, who led all scorers with
19 points.

Rex Leverette, the coach’s son,
inbounded from underneath the
basket to Rammel, who was
immediately double teamed. He
spun toward the middle and put
up a shot over Tate Hess of  Mari-
on Local (21-4). Hess made contact
with Rammel’s right forearm
when the ball was still in his
hand, but there was no foul call
and the shot missed its mark.

“We just wanted to either have

the lead at the end or have a shot
to win it at the end,” said Bob Lev-
erette. “And we had a shot to win
it at the end. Maybe he got fouled,
maybe he didn’t. I kind of  think
he did. But, you know what, if  we
make some free throws earlier, it
doesn’t come down to that shot.”

FRHS finished 4-of-8 from the
line, with three of  the misses
coming in the final two minutes.

A foul by Rex Leverette on the
rebound after Rammel’s potential
game-winner preserved one sec-
ond on the clock, but Hess was
able to throw a deep inbound pass
to Mescher to end the game.

“You have to survive a game
like this if  you want to get on an
extended tournament run,” said
Marion Local coach Kurt Goette-
moeller, whose team advances to
Friday’s district final to play No. 4
seed St. Henry (14-12). “We’re
gonna be playing a great St.
Henry team that has really
improved, so we’re going to have
our hands full Friday. … This
Wapak district is tough because
it’s league teams, and you know
each other so well.”

St. Henry knocked off  second-
seeded New Bremen 58-45 in
Tuesday’s first semifinal. Fri-
day’s winner — the Flyers won
the regular-season game 68-52
over St. Henry — will advance to
the regional tournament at Bowl-
ing Green State University.

Fort Recovery never trailed in
the first quarter Wednesday and

had an 14-8 lead after a Rammel 3-
pointer from the right wing early
in the second. But it scored only
two points over the final six-plus
minutes of  the half  to fall behind
22-16.

Patch’s pull-up jumper and 3-
pointer, followed by a Rammel
free throw, pulled the Indians
even early in the third quarter.
But Marion Local pushed back to
a four-point lead at the end of  the
period.

Fort Recovery then held the
Flyers scoreless for the first seven
minutes of  the fourth quarter,
taking a 31-30 lead on a Rammel 3-
pointer with 3:50 to play. After a
miss by Marion Local’s Austin
Niekamp, the Indians spread the
floor in an effort to burn the
clock. Rex Leverette split free
throws to make it 32-30, Hess tied
it up on a driving layup and Ram-
mel hit a couple of  foul shots
before the Mescher triple that set
up the final sequence.

“Great effort by our guys,” said
Bob Leverette, whose team lost
48-32 to Midwest Athletic Confer-
ence champion Marion Local on
Jan. 20. “We told them coming in
that it was going to take a great
effort.

“Had a good game plan. Kind of
worked on it for the last month or
so, hoping that we would get here
to see Marion. I thought we exe-
cuted it great.

“I’m just super proud of  our
effort. To be in the game like we
were, it was awesome. We execut-
ed everything we wanted to do
besides the very end.”

Offensively, that game plan
involved using the 6-foot, 7-inch
Patch — he hit a pair and fol-
lowed Rammel with eight points
— to pull Marion Local’s big men
away from the basket. Defensive-
ly, they employed a 1-2-2 zone to
try to keep the ball out of  the mid-
dle. And generally, they wanted to
limit possessions.

Niekamp was the only Flyer to
reach double figures as he fin-
ished with 11 points, including
three second-quarter 3-pointers.
Mescher added nine points and
Hess scored six.

No call for FR

The Commercial Review/Ray Cooney

Marion Local’s Tate Hess makes contact with Cale
Rammel of Fort Recovery on the potential game-winning shot
during Tuesday’s Division IV district semifinal game at
Wapakoneta. Rammel’s shot was missed and no foul was
called on the play as the top-seeded and seventh-ranked
Flyers held off FRHS 35-34.

Indians come
up just short
against the
No. 7 Flyers
in district
semifinal


