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Thobe
leaving
as FR
principal

She will
move to
new role at
Marion Local

By BAILEY CLINE
The Commercial Review

FORT RECOVERY
— Another school official
will be out the door at the
end of the school year.

Kelli Thobe, principal
at Fort Recovery Elemen-
tary, has resigned effec-
tive July 31. She will be
taking over as principal
of Marion Local Elemen-
tary/Middle School
beginning in August.

Fort Recovery School
Board accepted her resig-
nation during a special
meeting Wednesday.
Thobe will finish her role
as principal this school
year and assist with the
transition after officials
select someone to take
over her position.

Her resignation comes
about two months after
school board accepted
superintendent  Larry
Brown’s retirement,
which will be effective at
the end of the calendar
year.

Thobe spent four years
leading the elementary
school, which houses
approximately 500 stu-
dents between preschool
and fifth grade. She led
the school amid the coro-
navirus pandemic when
schools closed their
doors, utilizing remote
learning and later in-per-
son classes while encour-
aging COVID-19 safety

precautions.
She said on a phone
call Wednesday she

appreciated the opportu-
nity to serve the Fort
Recovery community for
the last few years.

“(I've had) great stu-
dents, great staff, great

Creative cupcakes

Jay County Public
“Cupcake Wars,” a
cupcake decorating contest for children.
Pictured above, Emery Swaffer, 7, sneaks a
bite of a marshmallow before stacking on
more sweets to his creation. At right, Joslyn
Norman, 11, pipes frosting onto her cupcake
room at the
Participants created confectionary treats and
voted on their favorite creations. The library
has been hosting activities throughout the
week during Jay School Corporation’s spring
break, including an event for setting up Legos
like dominoes and attaching them to zip lines
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. today.

Wednesday hosted

in the community

Library on

library.

parents, so it’s not an
easy decision, but it’s a
decision that was made
for myself and my fami-
ly,” said Thobe, who lives

Bill faces opposition in committee

in the Marion Local
school district with her
husband, Dustin, and
children Kalyn, Troy and
Hayden.

She highlighted sup-
port from the school
board and others during
her role as principal.

See Leaving page 2

By WHITNEY DOWNARD
Indiana Capital Chronicle
indianacapitalchronicle.com

A Dbill that would allow
pharmacists to prescribe
birth control to Hoosiers
saw some opposition in a
Senate health committee
after easily passing the
House last month.

Supporters contend that
many Hoosiers live in areas
with physician shortages
but nearly all live within a
few miles of a pharmacy.
The majority of Indiana
births are the result of an
unintended pregnancy and
advocates maintain that
this would increase access

to popular contraceptive
options like hormonal
implants or pills.

Bill co-author Rep. Rita
Fleming, aretired OB-GYN,
emphasized the impor-
tance of this legislation,
which 24 states have adopt-
ed and eight other states
are considering.

“Doctors’ offices are not
open on weekends, in the
evenings, or on holidays.
Most women of reproduc-
tive age work outside of
their home so it’s very diffi-
cult for them to make an
appointment. In my office,
sometimes they sat for an
hour or so while I was deliv-

ering a baby,” Fleming, D-
Jeffersonville, said. “They
want access to birth con-
trol. We know in states that
have passed similar legisla-
tion, the unintended preg-
nancy rate has decreased
and the number of abor-
tions has decreased.”
See Opposition page 2

Congress poised to repeal authorization

By TRACY WILKINSON

Los Angeles Times
Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON — Matthew
Hoh was a 28-year-old Marine
captain assigned to the Pentagon
in late 2002, just as then-Presi-
dent George W. Bush was laying
the groundwork for war in Iragq.
Like many of his generation,
Hoh was steeled in his patriot-
ism by the Sept. 11, 2001 terror
attacks, and he was eager to
serve.

It was widely assumed at the
time that the war would be swift
and decisive. Hoh worried it
would be over before his tour at
the Pentagon freed him up to
head to combat, and he’d miss
his chance.

But the war would drag on
another eight years. And 20

Deaths

Viola Abhlers,
Recovery
Details on page 2.

Legislation takes aim
at measures that
allowed the Iraqg War

years later, it still weighs on
Iragis whose lives were
destroyed and a Middle East that
remains convulsed, along with
Americans shocked at the
humanitarian and moral disas-
ter it became and the balance of
power it wrought in Washing-
ton.

Now, Congress is poised to
remove from the books the law

Weather

that authorized the Iraq War, a
step that would formally end the
war.

“Here I am 20 years later and
still talking about it today,” Hoh
said. He eventually got his turn
to serve in Iraq — two tours, in
fact, and a third in Afghanistan
as a civilian working for the
State Department — and today is
part of a campaign to repeal the

In review

The temperature in Jay

law known as the Authorization
to Use Military Force.

The law authorized Bush to
eventually send tens of thou-
sands of military service mem-
bers into Iraq, starting on March
20, 2003. Because the law is still
in place, presidents can and have
used it to conduct other military
operations technically not cov-
ered under the authorization.
Normally, under the U.S. system,
only Congress can declare war.

The repeal effort is also target-
ing a similar 1991 authorization
that gave President George H.W.
Bush permission to start the
Persian Gulf War, which was
aimed at ejecting Iraqi invaders
from Kuwait. That law is also
still on the books.

said both laws are “outdated and
unnecessary.”
“Congress has a constitution-

way,” Kaine said after the repeal
measure cleared Senate commit-
tee hurdles and headed for a vote
by the full chamber.

In 2020, then-President Donald
Trump used the authorization to
justify the Kkilling of Iranian
Maj. Gen. Qassem Soleimani,
who was in Iraq at the time.

The repeal bill has enjoyed
bipartisan support in the Senate
and is likely to pass when the
vote comes up within the next

96, Fort

County started at 42 degrees
early Wednesday and climbed
throughout the day to 54 just
before midnight. There was
about a tenth of an inch of
rain.

More rain is expected
tonight with a low of 40.

See page 2 for an extended
outlook.

The Jay County Economic
Development Income
(EDIT) Advisory Committee
has scheduled a meeting for
5:30 p.m. Monday in council
chambers at Portland Fire
Department, 1616 N. Franklin
St.

Monday’s Dunkirk City Coun-
cil meeting.

Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Virginia, a few days.
lead proponent of the repeal, See Repeal page 2
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Opposition ...

Continued from page 1

Two Republican committee
members — northeastern Indiana
Sens. Liz Brown and Tyler John-
son — consistently peppered sup-
porters, questioning why pharma-
cists should have this authority
and whether it would have any
impact on the state’s abysmal
maternal mortality rate.

Brown said birth control could-
n’t be that effective if half of
women seeking abortions reported
using contraceptives during the
month of their conception. John-
son, a physician, said he didn’t
understand how pharmacies could
have more availability. He also did-
n’t know of a town with a pharma-
¢y but no doctor.

During their barrage of criti-
cism, fellow Republican Sen. Jean

Leising praised the bill for
increasing access in her rural dis-
trict — where she said just three
of her seven counties had a hos-
pital with OB-GYN services.
Roughly one-third of Indiana’s
counties are considered obstet-
rics deserts with few specialized
providers.

“I know people that when they
start going into labor, they go
toward the hospital where they’re
going to deliver and find a park or
a nice place to sit in their car
when they’re beginning labor
because they don’t know how fast
they're going to move,” Leising,
R-Oldenburg, said.

“I think it’s sometimes hard for
everybody — even in this commit-
tee — to understand that there
are serious access issues. That’s

CR almanac

just for having the babies, much
less for the contraception.”
Pharmacist Veronica Vernon, a
professor at Butler University and
president of the Indiana Pharma-
cy Association, said there are com-
munities where pharmacists are
the only healthcare provider.
Other states that had enacted
similar legislation actually saw
cost savings, since billing for phar-
macists is less than physician fees.
“In one state, pharmacists wrote
10% of all new Medicaid prescrip-
tions in one year for self adminis-
tered hormonal contraception...
this saved the state $1.3 million by
avoiding 51 unintended pregnan-
cies,” Vernon said.
As a safety precaution, the bill
requires pharmacists to refer a
patient to a provider and can only

Felony arrests

prescribe birth control for up to a
year. In the state mentioned above,
90% of patients did eventually
schedule with a primary care
provider, Vernon said.

Even the bill’s supporters had
suggestions for improvement,
including former state health com-
missioner Dr. Richard Feldman.

“Now, more than ever, it is
important to prevent unwanted
and unintended pregnancies. I
think most everyone would agree
that pregnancy prevention is
much more desirable than
addressing an unwanted, unin-
tended pregnancy after it occurs,”
Feldman said, representing the
Indiana Academy of Family Physi-
cians. “And despite some discus-
sion... three elements are miss-
ing.”

Obituaries

Viola “Vi” Marie (Wendel)
Ahlers, Fort Recovery, died
Tuesday. A Mass of Christian
Burial is scheduled for 10:30
a.m. Saturday at St. Peter
Catholic Church, Fort Recov-
ery.

The Commercial Review
publishes death notices for
those with a connection to
our coverage area free of
charge. They include the
name, city of residence,
birth/death date and
time/date/location of serv-
ices.

There is a charge for
obituaries, which are
accepted only from funeral
homes or mortuary servic-
es.

Friday
3/24

Saturday
3/25

Sunday
3/26

Monday
3/27

Tuesday
3/28

44/39 | 56/31

More rain An
is on the hori-
zon for Friday
with a 70%
chance of
showers or a
thunderstorm.

80%
chance of
showers Satur-
day, with up to
a quarter of an
inch or more
possible.

53/33

Sunday
looks to be
mostly sunny | of
with a high in
the low to mid
50s. The low
may hit 33.

52/33 | 48/28

There's a
30% chance
showers
Monday. Oth-
erwise, most-
ly cloudy.

Mostly
sunny Tues-
day, with the
low dipping
to the mid to
high 20s at
night.

Lotteries

Powerball
27-28-37-50-57
Power Ball: 5
Power Play: 2
Estimated

$112 million

jackpot:

Mega Millions
Estimated  jackpot:
$302 million

Hoosier
Midday
Daily Three: 9-2-1
Daily Four: 4-3-1-9
Quick Draw: 1-16-20-
22-24-27-28-31-32-38-39-49-
51-52-53-54-57-64-65-79
Evening

61-62-63-74-76-77-79
Cash 5: 3-10-15-16-30
Hoosier Lotto: 4-6-12-
14-37-40
Estimated
$13.2 million

Ohio
Midday
Pick 3: 4-3-8
Pick 4: 4-3-1-5
Pick 5: 6-4-2-3-4
Evening
Pick 3: 2-5-1
Pick 4: 2-1-3-3
Pick 5: 2-2-1-8-1
Rolling Cash: 2-4-8-28-
31
Classic Lotto: 7-18-24-

jackpot:

Domestic battery

A Portland man was arrested
Tuesday for domestic battery and
related charges.

Christopher M. Grady, 49, 1320 W.
Arch St., is charged in Jay Circuit
Court with a Level 5 felony for
domestic battery resulting in seri-
ous bodily injury, a Level 6 felony
for confinement and an enhance-
ment for being a habitual offender.
He also violated a former bond
agreement.

Grady is being held in Jay Coun-
ty Jail without bond.

Common nuisance

A Portland woman was arrested
Wednesday for maintaining a com-
mon nuisance.

Misty D. George, 46, 995 S.
Boundary Pike, was preliminarily
charged with a Level 6 felony for
maintaining a common nuisance,

as well as a Class B misdemeanor
for possession of marijuana and a
Class C misdemeanor for posses-
sion of paraphernalia.

She was released on a $4,500
bond from Jay County Jail.

Drug possession

A Portland woman was arrested
Tuesday for possession of drugs.

Christina R. Morgan, 49, 510 W.
High St., is charged in Jay Circuit
Court with a Level 5 felony for pos-
session of methamphetamine, a
Level 6 felony for maintaining a
common nuisance, a Class A mis-
demeanor for possession of mari-
juana and a Class C misdemeanor
for possession of paraphernalia.

She’s being held without bond in
Jay County Jail.

Failed to appear
A Dunkirk man was arrested

Leaving ...

Tuesday for failing to appear in
court.

Troy D. Easton, 54, 615 N. Hicko-
ry St., Dunkirk, failed to appear
Nov. 29 in Jay Superior Court for a
case in which he is charged with a
Level 6 felony for theft.

He’s being held without bond in
Jay County Jail.

Probation violation

A Fort Recovery man was arrest-
ed Wednesday for violating his
probation.

Jeremy M. Springer, 21, 117 E.
Broadway St., pleaded guilty in
November to possession of
methamphetamine, a Level 6
felony. He was sentenced to one
year in Jay County Jail with all
but 18 months suspended and
placed on probation.

Springer is being held on a $500
bond in Jay County Jail.

Continued from page 1

Brown noted in a press
release Wednesday he
started working for the
district the same day four
years ago as Thobe.

“It has been a pleasure
working alongside Mrs.
Thobe for these four
school years,” he said. “I
wish her success as she
continues to provide lead-

ership to her students and
families.”

Fort Recovery Local
Schools posted an ad today
for a new elementary prin-
cipal. The deadline to apply
is April 14.

Also Wednesday, school
board members held an
executive session in order
to conduct interviews for
the next superintendent.

In January, the board
accepted Brown’s resigna-
tion, effective Dec. 31 of
this year. (He will resign
his position as superin-
tendent effective July 31
and serve as director of the
school district through the
end of 2023 to provide tran-
sitional support to the next
superintendent.)

Earlier this month, the

school board narrowed its
list of superintendent can-
didates after two days of
interviews. Finalists who
were interviewed Wednes-
day are Fort Recovery High
School principal Tony
Stahl, Sidney City Schools
Elementary principal
Stephanie Klingshirn and
Little Miami High School
principal Cathy Trevathan.

Daily Three: 1-1-6 35-41-42

Daily Four: 3-9-7-1 Kicker: 2-3-2-5-4-6

Quick Draw: 5-9-16-18- Estimated  jackpot:
21-24-25-30-33-34-46-48-55-  $6.9 million
Cooper Farms Wheat ....c.oovvrerennee 6.09
Fort Recovery July wheat .............. 6.95
CorN..eeecricieeieenenn 6.44
April corn ................ 6.46 Central States
Wheat .....cccocoeuenanee 6.45 Montpelier

Corn....ceeeveereeenrene, 6.34
POET Biorefining May corn.................. 6.38
Portland Beans......ccouuueeen 14.25
(016) 5 s 6.52 April beans ............ 14.27
April corn................. 6.54 Wheat .......coeue. 6.55
May corn.................. 6.56
Heartland

The Andersons St. Anthony
Richland Township Corn.........cccccceeuee. 6.16
Corn ...ceevvevieiene, 6.36 Aprilcorn................ 6.16
April corn................. 6.36 Beans.........ccco... 14.08
Beans........ccoeeunne.. 14.19 April beans ............ 14.08
April beans ............ 14.19 Wheat ......cccuueene 6.13

Capsule Reports

Left road

A Parker City man was hospital-
ized after he drove off Indiana 1
about 4:30 p.m. Wednesday.

Joseph W. Beatrice Jr., 63, was
driving his 1997 GMC Sonoma
north on the highway near county
road 350 North when the vehicle left
the road. His truck hit a utility pole
and a tree, according to a report
from Jay County Sheriff’s Office.

Beatrice complained of neck

pain and was transported to IU
Health Ball Memorial Hospital in
Muncie.

His vehicle was towed, with dam-
age estimated between $10,000 and
$25,000.

Lost control

An Ohio man attempting to avoid
deer on county road 200 South
veered off the road, causing a colli-
sion about 12:40 p.m. Monday.

Jared A. Alig, 27, Rossburg, was
driving his 2012 Ford F-250 east on
the road when he swerved to avoid
deer. His vehicle went off the
south side of the road, hitting a
telephone pole and stopping in a
ditch.

He sustained a cut on his face
from the crash.

Alig’s vehicle was towed, with
damage estimated between $10,000
and $25,000.

Today in history

In 1775, Patrick
Henry gave his famous
“give me liberty or give
me death” speech during
the second Virginia Con-
vention in Richmond.
He was a major figure in
the American Revolu-
tion.

In 1932, Elizabeth
Taylor was born Dame
Elizabeth Rosemond
Taylor in London.

In 1972, Portland
Park Board approved a
plan designed to raise
funds for development
of the city’s parks and
recreation facilities.

In 1983, during a
national TV address,
President Ronald Rea-
gan announced the
Strategic Defense Initia-
tive, a proposed defense

system against nuclear
attacks. It was common-
ly known as Star Wars.

In 2013, 11-year-old
Halle Hill of Jay County
placed sixth on the bal-
ance beam, scoring a
9.175 during a state meet
at Terre Haute South
High School.

In 2018, Garrett
Campbell of Jay County
High School signed to
swim on the team at
Anderson University.

In 2022, a job posting
for a new high school
boys basketball coach
signaled Fort Recovery
Local Schools’ decision
to move on from coach
Jim Melton. He had
coached the team for
three seasons.

—The CR

Citizen’s calendar

Monday

9 am. — Jay County
Commissioners, com-
missioners’ room,
courthouse, 120 N. Court
St., Portland.

5:30 p.m. — Jay Coun-
ty EDIT Advisory Com-
mittee, Portland Fire
Department, 1616 N.
Franklin St.

6 p.m. — Dunkirk
Board of Works, city
building, 131 S. Main
St.

6:30 p.m. Fort
Recovery School Board,
community room, high
school, 400 E. Butler St.

7 p.m. — Dunkirk City
Council, city building,
131 S. Main St.

Repeal ...

Continued from page 1

In the House, however,
it’s a different story:.

Some hard-right Republi-
cans in that chamber
appear to favor, at least
philosophically, returning
war powers to Congress.
Other GOP House mem-
bers, however, have argued
that a sitting president
needs flexibility to counter
potential attacks from Iran
or other enemies.

It is not yet clear how
House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy, R-California,
will herd his members.

“Just because a bill pass-
es in the Senate, doesn’t
mean it comes directly to
the floor,” McCarthy said
last week, stating the obvi-
ous while dousing expecta-
tions. Later, during the
House Republicans’ Orlan-
do, Florida, retreat this
week, McCarthy signaled
support for the repeal but
said it would go through
the committee process,
which could take days or
weeks.

Bush gave as justifica-
tion for the war in Iraq
what he claimed was intel-
ligence showing that dicta-
tor Saddam Hussein was
developing weapons of
mass destruction. None
were ever discovered.

About 4,500 Americans
were killed in the Iraq War;
the death toll for Iraqis has
been estimated to be as
high as half a million. The
brutal Hussein was top-
pled, eventually captured
and executed by an Iraqi
tribunal. But the U.S. inva-

sion, followed by a long,
stultifying occupation, gave
rise to more insurgency,
including the Islamic State
that terrorized people
throughout the region and
beyond, especially in Iraq.
President Barack Obama
finally ended the bulk of
combat operations in 2011.
About 2,500 U.S. personnel
remain in Iraq, mostly ded-
icated to counterterrorism.
Iraq and the US. are for-
mally partners with full
diplomatic ties, making a
war decree hanging over-
head all the more off-key:
Proponents of the repeal
contend that restoring war

powers to Congress would
produce more scrutiny and
transparency in the lead-up
to and execution of U.S.-
directed conflict. The
Founding Fathers intended
it this way, reasoning that
the executive branch will
always be more inclined to
go to war and the legislative
branch provides a neces-
sary counterweight, Kaine
said.

Kaine recalled that he
thought the justifications
being offered for the war in
Iraq at the time seemed
questionable and said Con-
gress had to take a more
proactive role.

Jay County Solid Waste
Management District

New Program by JCSWMD
Paper Shredding Serv

Bring your confidential files rrcvere
to be shredded on site! [0
Jay County Residents Only.

Appointments are required.
260-729-5071

Please sort all of your material and remove
Metal bindings, paperclips large staples, rubber
bands, junk mail magazines or newspaper
Pre-sorting will save a lot of time and
prevent damage to our machine.

JAY COUNTY

o m
a
“I

5948 W. State Road 67, Portland, IN
260-729-5071

“We owe it to our service
members to fulfill our con-
stitutional obligations and
vote to end endless wars,”
Kaine said.

Repealing the law “is
vital to restoring the proper
role of Congress in author-
izing the use of military
force and affirmatively stat-
ing when conflicts are
over,” said Sen. Todd
Young, R-Indiana, who co-
sponsored the bill with
Kaine. Young served three
tours in Iraq as a Marine
Corps officer.

SERVICES

Thursday
Lowrance, Jerry: | p.m.,MJS
Mortuaries, 109 N. Walnut St.,
Ridgeville.
VanSkyock, Larry: 2 p.m,,
Baird-Freeman Funeral Home,
221 N. Meridian St., Portland.

Saturday
Ahlers, Viola: 10:30 a.m,, St.
Peter Catholic Church, 3512 St.
Peter Road, Fort Recovery.

May 13
Warrick, Clarice: Il a.m,
West Richmond Friends Meet-
ing, 609 W. Main St., Richmond.

Service listings provided by

PROGRESSIVE
OFFICE PRODUCTS
120 N. Meridian St.
Portland, Indiana 47371
(260) 726-9201

progressiveofficeproducts.com
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Spring dance
set for April 8

Time to dance.

The Greenville Veterans
of Foreign Wars is spon-
soring the Darke County
Singles Dance from 8 to 11
p.m. April 8 at 219 N. Ohio
St. Food, raffle tickets and
door prizes will be avail-
able. “Hearts on Fire” are
set to perform for the
dance, which is limited to
those 21 and older.

Also, prior to the event,
line dance classes will be
offered for $1 from 6:30 to
7:30 p.m. The doors open at
6 p.m., and tickets are $9
each.

For more information,
contact Don Dietrich at
(937) 423-2664 or Lori Den-
niston at (937) 621-1044.

Author visit

A fiction author is visit-
ing Fort Recovery next
week.

Kimberly Nixon, who
debuted her career with
the biographical fiction,

Taking
Note

conviction in 1920s
Appalachia.
The public is invited to

attend for free.

Old Time Radio

Tom Cherry’s Old Time
Radio Show returns this
weekend.

The show Kkicks off at 3
p.m. Saturday at Farm-
land Community Center,
100 N. Main St., begin-
ning with the classic
comedy “My Friend
Irma.” It features talents
from Wendy Carpenter,
Sean Orlosky, Katy Wolfe,
Angela Gick, Jeff Shull,

“Rock  Bottom, Ten-

nessee,” will be visiting Lerry Beck and Debby
Fort Recovery Library at6 Girtman.

p.m. Tuesday. Nixon’s first ~ Tickets are $1 each. For
novel is based on her more information, call
grandmother’s criminal (765) 468-7631.

Speech contest winners

Portland Rotary Club hosted a speech contest on March 1. Adam Keesler took first
place, with Christopher Riojas, Garrett Hidy and Gabi Billorey coming in second, third and fourth
places, respectively. Pictured, front row, are Bilbrey, Hidy, Keesler and Riojas. In the back row are
judges Jammie Michael, Tracy Carpenter, Drew Houck.

Photo provided

Relatmnshlp has become nightmare

DEAR ABBY: I have been in a
relationship for five years. It
started out wonderful, but now
I’'m having second thoughts. He
keeps putting my kids down and
telling me I’'m a bad mother. It’s
so bad he has even put a knife to
my throat. And, yes, he hits me.

Iamnot an angel, but I always
stand up for him and have his
back. However, I don’t see him
having mine. There’s so much
more I could say, but I am scared
if he knew I was writing to you
it would end up bad for me. I
need help, but I don’t know
what to do. He has isolated me
from my family and friends.
Please help me. — LOST AND
AFRAID IN THE EAST

DEAR LOST: The man you
are involved with is a dan-
gerous abuser. What you
must do next, for the sake of
yourself and your children,
is quietly contact the Nation-
al Domestic Violence Hotline
by calling 1-800-799-7233 or

Dear
Abby

visiting thehotline.org for
help in formulating a safe
escape plan.

It has been some time since
I printed the Warning Signs
of an Abuser. For anyone
who hasn’t seen this list,
these are classic indicators.
Read on:

1. Pushes for quick involve-
ment: Comes on strong,
claiming, “I’ve never felt
loved like this by anyone.”
An abuser pressures the new
partner for an exclusive com-
mitment almost immediately.

2. Jealous: Excessively pos-
sessive; calls constantly or

visits unexpectedly, prevents
you from going to work
because “you might meet
someone”; checks the
mileage on your car.

3. Controlling: If you are
late, interrogates you inten-
sively about whom you
talked to and where you
were; keeps all the money;
insists you ask permission to
go anywhere or do anything.

4. Unrealistic expectations:
Expects you to be the perfect
mate and meet his or her
every need.

5. Isolation: Tries to isolate
you from family and friends;
accuses people who are your
supporters of “causing trou-
ble.” The abuser may deprive
you of a phone or car, or try
to prevent you from holding
a job.

6. Blames others for prob-
lems or mistakes: It’s always
someone else’s fault if some-
thing goes wrong.

Community Calendar

7. Makes others responsi-
ble for his or her feelings
MAKES OTHERS RESPONSI-
BLE FOR HIS OR HER FEEL-
INGS: The abuser says, “You
make me angry” instead of
“l am angry,” or says,
“You’re hurting me by not
doing what I tell you.”

8. Hypersensitivity: Is easi-
ly insulted, claiming hurt
feelings when he or she is
really mad. Rants about the
injustice of things that are
just a part of life.

9. Cruelty to animals or
children: Kills or punishes
animals brutally. Also may
expect children to do things
that are far beyond their
ability (whips a 3-year-old for
wetting a diaper) or tease
them until they cry. Sixty-
five percent of abusers who
beat their partners will also
abuse children.

10. “Playful” use of force
during sex: Enjoys throwing

you down or holding you
down against your will dur-
ing sex; finds the idea of rape
exciting.

11. Verbal abuse: Constant-
ly criticizes or says blatantly
cruel things; degrades, curs-
es, calls you ugly names. This
may also involve sleep depri-
vation, waking you with
relentless verbal abuse.

12. Rigid role of domi-
nance: Expects you to serve,
obey and remain at home.

13. Sudden mood swings:
Switches from sweet to vio-
lent in minutes.

14. Past battering: Admits
to hitting a mate in the past,
but says the person “made”
him (or her) do it.

15. Threats of violence:
Says things like, “I’ll break
your neck” or “I’ll kill you,”
and then dismisses them
with, “Everybody talks that
way,” or “I didn’t really mean
it.”

Notices will appear in
Community Calendar as
space is available. To sub-

mit an item, email
news@thecr.com.
Today

CELEBRATE RECOV-
ERY — A 12-step Christian
recovery program meets at
10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each
Thursday at A Second
Chance At Life Ministries,
228 S. Meridian St. in Port-
land. For more informa-
tion, call Brenda Eads at

(260) 726-9625 or Dave Keen
at (260) 251-8792.
LAWYERS IN
LIBRARIES — Free and
confidential consultations
with a lawyer are available
from 10 a.m. to noon at Jay
County Public Library, 315
N. Ship St., Portland. Con-
sulting is available on top-
ics including divorce, cus-
tody, guardianship, tenant-
landlord issues, bankrupt-
cy, debt collection, estates
and immigration. Those
interested in participating

Sudoku

should sign up in advance
at the library, 315 N. Ship
St., Portland, or by calling
(260) 726-7890.
MISSISSINEWA CHAP-
TER OF THE NATIONAL

SOCIETY OF THE
DAUGHTERS OF THE
AMERICAN  REVOLU-

TION — Will meet at 6:30

p.m. Thursday, March 23,
at Jay County Historical
Museum in Portland.
Women interested in join-
ing the NSDAR are invited
to attend. Contact Kathy
Selman at (260) 251-1694 or
Susan Sommers at (260)
726-2678 for more informa-
tion.

Saturday

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS — Will meet at 10
a.m. at Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 218 E.
High St., Portland. To
learn more information
about the program, call
(260) 251-3336 or (260) 729-
7000.

Help us choose our first

Sunday

A BETTER LIFE - BRI-
ANNAS HOPE — A faith-
based recovery group for
all kinds of addictions,
will meet from 6:30 to 8
p.m. each Sunday at The
Rock Church, 1605 N.
Meridian St., Portland.
Come early for a meal.

TEACHER OF THE YEAR
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Level: Intermediate

Wednesday’s Solution
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The objective is to fill a

nine-by nine grid so that
each column, each row, and

each of the nine three-by-

three boxes (also called

blocks or regions) contains
the digits from 1 to 9 only

one time each.
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The Commercial Review
will honor its inaugural
Teacher of the Year in a
special section April 14.

Anyone can nominate a teacher.

The award is open to anyone
who:
e Teaches at a school in our

* Is a teacher who lives in our

coverage area

coverage area

e [Is a teacher who previously

lived in our coverage area

To nominate, send us a letter that includes your name,

the name of the teacher being nominated, their school, the grade(s)
and subject(s) they teach and your reasons for nominating them.

You can send it to news@thecr.com (preferred)

or The Commercial Review,
Teacher of the Year nomination,
P.O. Box 1049, Portland, IN 47371

D Loc
Teacher
z%f Yeclr
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General Assbly is biggest threat

By MORTON J. MARCUS

I don’t want to write this col-
umn.

I’d prefer to find a good set of
data about Indiana cities and
counties, to put our state in a
national context. But today, the
Indiana General Assembly is
the greatest threat to the
future of our state.

Our legislature is afflicted
with a disease of ideological
anarchy, totally at odds with
the noblest thoughts of our
founders. What does our legis-
lature seek?

Destroy the concept of the
public schools.

Subsidize business expan-
sion and relocation in a way
that erodes both large and
small communities.

Fight any effort to improve
the environment and ignore

Eliminate the
income tax.

Promote gambling and mari-
juana for their revenue poten-
tial.

Put the immediate interests
of business above the perma-
nent interest of citizens.

And without competitive elec-
tions, behave like irresponsible
teenagers when the grownups
are away for the evening.

The private sector is the
motor power of America. As

personal

rails. As planes, it cannot be
permitted to fly without regula-
tion and information about its
route. As autos, it cannot be free
to run over the land of others,
to leave the assigned roadways.

There is a bond among Con-
servatives and Liberals that
they do not acknowledge: both
are concerned with how and to
what extent we control the
behaviors of individuals. Peo-
ple and corporations, as if they
were people, want the liberty to
do as they please, but they do
not want the liberty of others to
impede the enjoyment of their
own liberty.

For that reason, we have pri-
vate property. For that reason,
we have limitations of what you
may not do on your property
which has a negative effect on
the owners of other properties.

cannot tell me I must have a
vaccination or a vasectomy. You
must not categorically deny her
an abortion. You may advise me
about the health risks of tattoos
and body piercings, but you can-
not prohibit them unless you
can prove they harm others.

But Conservative and Liberal
legislators often cross the line.
The extreme, absolutist abor-
tion arguments violate Liberty.
Likewise, restrictions against
suicide are often immoderate.

Previous generations, suffer-
ing hysterical religious visions,
prohibited Sunday baseball.
(Try doing that today with Sun-
day football!) Who was harmed?
Only the players and the atten-
dees were doomed to Hell by
their own actions.

Today, legislators want to
obscure the history of our

eliminate the concept of evolu-
tion. Economic mythology is
the basis for taxation and devel-
opment policies. The equal play-
ing field and the mantra of
growth are misapplied to sup-
port regressive government.

We are eager to seek equality
without equity. Too often we
punish truth-tellers and reward
liars. Noble institutions (news-
papers and unions) are dis-
missed because we fail to recog-
nize the dangers of pixelization
and the benefits of bonding.

And where is our Indiana
General Assembly? Firmly
camped on the wrong side of
most issues, catering to the
crowd rather than fostering the
future.

Marcus is an economist.
Email him at mortonjmar-

global warming.

trains,

America needs to
fulfill responsibility

The Virginian-Pilot
Tribune News Service

Twenty years ago, the
United States launched its
first wave of attacks
against Iraq. The mission
to depose Saddam Hussein
began with overwhelming
popular support at home as
Americans rallied to the
Bush administration’s
insistence that Iraq’s
weapons stockpile posed a
grave risk to the country
and the world at large.

Time revealed the extent
of that folly and the hubris
invading and indefinitely
occupying a diverse nation
of 27 million. It came at a
cost: thousands of Ameri-
can lives, possibly hun-
dreds of thousands of Iraqi
lives, trillions of dollars
and the tarnishing of our
nation’s reputation.

What the country should
not forget — what it must
not forget — is the selfless
sacrifice of the American
armed forces who risked
their lives in the noble hope
of helping Iraq forge a dem-
ocratic future. Many of
these heroes live here in
Hampton Roads, and while
Americans are right to
view the war unfavorably,
the warriors who served
deserve our gratitude, our
compassion and our cease-
less support.

It wasn’t long after the
Sept. 11 attacks and the
invasion of Afghanistan
that the Bush administra-
tion turned its attention to
Irag and the Hussein
regime, which had for
years resisted internation-
al efforts to inspect
weapons labs and assure
the destruction of chemical
and biological agents.

With a broad mandate to
pursue the al-Qaida terror-
ist network, President
George W. Bush ramped up
pressure on Iraq, building
the case for war. The
administration provided
intelligence, later proved
false, that received endorse-
ment by Congress and the
backing of the American
people.

Assertions that coalition
forces would be greeted as
liberators proved true —
for a time. The Hussein
regime  was quickly
deposed and the president
eventually arrested. But
the officials who assumed
control of the country
made repeated mistakes,
including the De-Ba’athifi-
cation policies that put tens
of thousands of civilians
and hundreds of thousands
of Iraq servicemembers
out of work. Those idle
hands would fuel a result-
ing insurgency that raged
for years.

Through it all, however,
the members of the Ameri-

Guest
Editorial

can military deployed to
Iraq largely acted with
honor and professionalism
with whatever came their
way. They risked life and
limb to liberate the country,
battle the insurgency and
help rebuild a country that
could sustain itself in
peace with its neighbors.

There were undoubtedly
some who disgraced them-
selves and their country.
The torture and humilia-
tion of prisoners at the
notorious Abu Ghraib
prison outside of Baghdad
was one such disgusting
episode and part of alarger
pattern of abuse in Ameri-
can-run prisons and deten-
tion centers.

But the burden of service
in that war and in
Afghanistan largely fell to a
relatively small number of
Americans as much of the
nation moved on to other
distractions. All told, about
1.9 million service mem-
bers served in country and
another 1 million in sup-
port capacities or in related
theaters.

Unlike in many previous
conflicts, such as Vietnam,
these men and women vol-
unteered for the military.
And given the length of
those wars, many joined
knowing the risk they
could face on the front
lines.

According to the Depart-
ment of Defense, 4,431 serv-
ice members died in Iraq.
Another 32,000 were
wounded, including more
than 1,500 who lost a limb.
And suicide has claimed
more than four times the
number of veteran lives
than those killed in the war
itself.

The Watson Institute for
International and Public
Affairs at Brown Universi-
ty estimates the “total costs
of caring for veterans of
the post-9/11 wars are esti-
mated to reach between $2.2
trillion and $2.5 trillion.”

It is a bill the nation
should gladly pay, as it
should whenever it sends
its sons and daughters, hus-
bands and wives, into
harm’s way. The expense of
war isn’t just in the fighting
but also, in Abraham Lin-
coln’s words, “to care for
him who shall have borne
the battle and for his widow
and his orphan.”

As America marks this
anniversary, we must never
forget that awesome
responsibility.

that power requires

Is my body mine? Then you

nation as they once tried

to cus@yahoo.com.

OzozEMNETRATRZ

wSTART BAILING."

We can’t give up on children

By JEFFERY GERRITT
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Tribune News Service

Pittsburgh Mayor Ed Gainey, who’s
grappling with an increase in youth
crime, and Allegheny County Execu-
tive Rich Fitzgerald, who’s pushing
an expansive juvenile detention cen-
ter, should talk to Antonio Howard. In
truth, most adults could benefit from
his insights on young people in trou-
ble, and the myriad of mistakes
grown folks make with them.

Howard, an artist, writer, teacher
and activist from Erie, is not a kid.
He’s 47. But in 1992, he received a
mandatory life sentence for a crime
he committed when he was 15.

He and two other teenagers robbed
a cabdriver. One of the three — not
Howard — fatally shot the driver. Asa
participant in the crime, Howard was
convicted of murder under Pennsyl-
vania’s conspiracy statute.

His life had paralleled those of
many young people in Pittsburgh,
Detroit or Chicago, marked by pover-
ty, abuse, chaos and neglect. Every-
thing around him, even the streets he
walked, told him he was nothing and
would remain nothing. He didn’t
understand his past or expect a
future.

“I was writing rap songs through-
out my trial,” he told me last week. “I
had no concept of what was going
on.”

During the 1990s, Pennsylvania led
the nation in juvenile lifers, with 500
people serving mandatory life sen-
tences for crimes they committed
when they were too young to legally
smoke cigarettes. In 1992, Howard
became one of them.

Entering the State Correctional
Institution at Pittsburgh, Howard
learned to protect himself from adult
inmates and guards, who could abuse
and dehumanize him at-will. “I was
too busy fighting for my life to under-
stand what a life sentence meant,” he
said.

Jeffery
Gerritt

A few months later, a nun gave him
a book: “The autobiography of Mal-
colm X.” Reading about Malcolm’s
transformation in prison led him to
books on philosophy, psychology, his-
tory, Shakespeare and much more. He
earned his GED, tutored inmates and
trained as a paralegal.

In 1999, Howard began to paint.
Self-taught, he eventually finished
four murals at the State Correctional
Institution at Huntingdon, one in the
visiting room.

Painting gave him a way to express
and affirm himself. “When I started
to paint, people no longer called me
the N-word or a piece of sh—,” he
said. “I was the artist, the guy who
could paint. It added a modicum of
humanity to my name. I was doing
my thing, creating something people
could appreciate.”

In 2012, the US. Supreme Court
finally ruled that mandatory life sen-
tences for juveniles were unconstitu-
tional. Most of Pennsylvania’s juve-
nile lifers were either re-sentenced or
released. After serving nearly 27
years in prison, Howard was paroled
in 2018.

After he went home, Erie Arts &
Culture commissioned him to paint a
1,300-square-foot mural at Manus
Sunoco, Erie’s only Black-owned gas
station. Since then, Howard has done
more than a dozen other murals, with
grants and awards from Erie Arts
and Culture and the Erie County
Redevelopment Authority. His wife,
Sarah Howard, teaches art at the
Inner-City Neighborhood Art House.

Aside from painting and working
as a paralegal, Howard is a public
speaker who published two books:
“When a child is worth more than the
worst mistake he ever made,” and “A
prisoner’s introduction to William
Shakespeare.” He participates in
community efforts to reduce gun vio-
lence, the Erie County Pardon Proj-
ect, and Youth Leadership of Erie,
which honored him for public serv-
ice.

Pennsylvania is far better for hav-
ing Antonino Howard in Erie, instead
of a state prison, where he would cost
taxpayers more than $40,000 a year.
But how many others like him have
we destroyed, and who created a
world where young people have to
shoot someone to get respect or atten-
tion?

Adult shot-callers should under-
stand why kids don’t respect them,
why they are wary of cops, and what
pushes them into crime, drugs and
gangs. If politicians and policymak-
ers want them to say no to negative
activities, they need to provide posi-
tive alternatives and opportunities.

Locking up kids and throwing
away the keys, or dismissing their
voices, is the Pennsylvania way. It’s
why the state led the nation in incar-
cerating children. It’s why the mayor
won’t let young people and ex-offend-
ers drive the city’s anti-violence ini-
tiative. It’s why the county executive
wants to replace a shuttered 130-bed
juvenile detention center.

That’s not to minimize youth
crime. Bullets fired by kids are just as
deadly as bullets fired by adults, even
if a child’s more impulsive, unstable
brain bears less responsibility. But
whenever you want to give up on
young people, or wonder why it mat-
ters, remember Antonio Howard.

Gerritt is a Pulitzer Prize winner
and the editorial page editor for the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.
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Area churches are listed
with location, pastor and

Il phone number, services and

website or email address.
All services are Sunday,
unless otherwise indicated.

Asbury United
Methodist
204 E. Arch St., Portland
Joe Boggs
(260) 726-8464
Services: 9:30 a.m.
asburyministries.org

Banner Christian
Assembly of God

1217 W. Votaw St., Port-
land

Michael Burk

(260) 726-4282

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Bellefountain

United Methodist
440 S. 600 East
Gordon Jackson
Services: 9 a.m.

Bethel United
Methodist

Indiana 167, 4 miles north
of Dunkirk

Scott McClain

Services: 10:45 a.m.

Bluff Point Friends
80 E. 650 South
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Boundary St. Paul

Corner of Treaty Line
Road and county road 300
East

Ava Gannon

(260) 726-2373

Services: 9:30 a.m.

Bryant Wesleyan
209 S. Hendricks St.

Paul VanCise

(260) 997-6231

Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

bryantwesleyanchurch.com

Calvary United
Methodist
301 N. Main St., Dunkirk
Susan Durovey-Antrim
(765) 499-0368
Services: 10:30 a.m.
susan.duroveyantrim@in
umec.org

Christ Chapel
105 S. Elm St., Fort Recov-
ery
Quentin Elsea
(419) 733-1469
christchapelfr.com

Church of Christ
(Southside)

1209 S. Shank St., Port-
land

Bob Graham

(260) 726-7777

Services: 10:20 a.m., 6:30
p.m.

Church of
the Living God
(Miracle Missions)
8472 S. 800 East, Union
City
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Church of God
of Prophecy
797 N. Creagor Ave., Por-
tland
Nanette Weesner
(260) 766-9334
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nanybell@yahoo.com

Church of the Brethren
Floral and Chicago
avenues, Portland
Kevin McClung
(260) 729-7295
Services: 10 a.m.

Church of

the Living God
South  Broad

Dunkirk
Services: 7 p.m., 7 p.m.

Friday

Street,

Collett Nazarene

450 South, 1 mile west of
US. 27

Billy Stanton

(260) 251-2403

Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist
211 E. Main St., Portland
Wayne Ward
(260) 726-7714
Services: 10 a.m.

Cornerstone Church of
Pennville
190 W. Main St., Pennville
Gary Newton
(765) 669-1070
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Dunkirk Nazarene

226 E. Center St
Dunkirk

Tom Fett

(765) 768-6199

Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

Evangelical Methodist
930 W. Main St., Portland
Steve Arnold
(260) 251-0970
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6

p.m.

Fairview United
Methodist/Jay County
2875 E. 200 South
Gordon Jackson
Lay leader: Beth Stephen
(260) 726-9184
Services: 10:15 a.m.

Faith Community
9560 W. 200
Dunkirk
Joe Schmit
(260) 251-5254
Services: 10 a.m.

South,

Family Worship Center
200 E. Elder St., Portland
Ronald Willis
(260) 726-4844
Services: 11 a.m.,

p.m. Wednesday
thefamilyworshipcenter.org

6:30

Fellowship Baptist
289 S. 200 West
Hugh Kelly
(260) 726-8873
Services: 9 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
pastorkelly@fbc-port-
land.com

First American Baptist
427 S. Main St., Dunkirk
Dan Coffman

(765) 768-7157
Services: 10:40 a.m.,
5 p.m.

First Church of Christ
1049 Union City Road,
Fort Recovery
David J. Nicholson
(419) 375-2860
Services: 10:30 a.m.
feeftrecovery.org

First Community
Baptist

341 S. Meridian St., Red-
key

Everett Bilbrey Jr.

Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

First Free Will Baptist
12369 W. 600 South,
Dunkirk
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 10:50 a.m., 6
p.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday

First Presbyterian
402 N. Ship St., Portland
Rev. M. Rex Espiritu
(260) 726-8462
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:15 a.m.
firstpcportland.org

Fort Recovery Church
of the Nazarene
401 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery
Revs.
Ratliff
(419) 375-4680
Services: 10:30 a.m.
frnaz@frontier.com

Brad and Kate

Fort Recovery
United Methodist

309 E. Boundary St., Fort
Recovery

Rev. David Porath

(419) 678-2071

Services: 9 a.m.

Full Gospel
Lighthouse Tabernacle
468 E. Washington St.,
Dunkirk
Robert Thomas
(765) 348-4620
Services: 6:30 p.m., 6:30
p.m. Thursday

Geneva First
United Methodist
100 W. Line St., Geneva
Barry McCune
(260) 368-7655
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Geneva Nazarene
225 Decatur St., Geneva
(260) 525-8609
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.
Prayer meeting: 6 p.m.
Wednesday

Gilead Church

County road 650 North,
one-quarter mile east of
Balbec

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Hickory Grove

Church of the Brethren
Indiana 1 and Indiana 26
Earl Doll
(260) 731-4477
Services: 10:30 a.m.

High Street

United Methodist
435 High St., Geneva
Rev. Joseph Hampton
(260) 368-7233
Services: 9 a.m.

Holy Trinity Catholic
7321 E. Indiana 67, Bryant
Fr. Peter Logsdon
Services: 8:30 a.m., 4:30

p.m. Saturday
churchofthe-

mostholytrinity.com

Hopewell of
Life Ministries

County road 200 South, 2
miles east of Indiana 1

Rev. Ruth Funk

(260) 251-8581
Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

Immaculate
Conception Catholic
506 E. Walnut St., Portland
Fr. Peter Logsdon
(260) 726-7055
Services: 6:30 p.m. Satur-
day, 10:30 a.m. Sunday

Kingsley Full Gospel
4030 S. 700 East, Dunkirk
Stuart Phillips
Services: 9:30 a.m. and 6

p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday

Mary Help
of Christians

403 Sharpsburg Road, Fort
Recovery

Rev. Alexander Witt

(419) 375-4153

Services: 4:30 p.m. Satur-
day, 9 a.m.

Mount Tabor
United Methodist
216 W. Pleasant
Dunkirk
John Retter
(765) 768-7273
Services: 9 a.m.

St.,

Mount Zion
United Methodist
County roads 600 East and
200 North
Rev. Darrell Borders
(260) 726-4786
Services: 9 a.m.

New Beginnings
Holiness Church
of Blaine
4017 W. 200 South
Randy Smith
(260) 251-2406
Services: 10 a.m., 6 p.m.
nbholiness.com

New Covenant
Fellowship
1238 W. 450 South
Chuck Myers
(260) 251-0063
Services: 10:30 a.m.

New Life Ministries
415 S. Helen St., Portland
Dr. Kay Fairchild
(260) 755-6354
Services: 4 p.m.
drkayfairchild.com

New Mt. Pleasant
United Methodist
5905 S. Como Road
Neil Butcher
(765) 499-7838
Services: 9 a.m.

Noble Congregational
Christian

1964 N. 800 East

Aaron Huey

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Oak Grove

United Methodist
829 S. Indiana 1
Neil Butcher
(765) 760-9085
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Pleasant Hill
9945 N. 800 East, Union
City
Bruce Bryan
(765) 964-3664
Services: 9 a.m., 6 p.m.
mypleasanthillchurch.org

Portland First
Church of Nazarene
920 S. Shank St., Portland
Steve Cecil
(260) 726-8040
Services: 10:45 a.m.

Portland Friends
226 E. Main St., Portland
Herb Hummel
(260) 202-9732
Services: 10 a.m.
Sunday school: 9 a.m.

Praise Chapel
Church of God

4527 E. 1000 North (Jay-
Randolph county line)

Rev. Josh Canfield

(765) 584-7045

Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redeemer Lutheran
Malin and Elm streets,
Bryant
Father Dan Layden
(260) 997-6787
Services: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey Faith
Ministries

9811 W. Indiana 67, south-
west of Redkey

Rev. Craig and Robin
Cotherman

(765) 369-2920

Services: 10 a.m.

RedkeyFaith.org

Redkey First

Christian
Union and Malin streets
Jeff Hammers
(765) 468-6172
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

Redkey United
Methodist
122 W. Main St.
Lori McIntosh
(765) 369-2085
Services: 10:30 a.m.

Redkey Church
of the Nazarene
801 W. High St.
Chuck Hollandbeck
(765) 369-2676
Services: 10:30 a.m.,
p.m., 6:30 p.m. Wednesday

(o]

River of Life
722 W. Main St., Portland
Susan Hathaway
(260) 729-1095
Services: 10:30 a.m.

The ROCK
1605 N. Meridian St., Por-
tland
Matt Ransom
(260) 726-7474
Services: 10 a.m.
matt@therockjc.org

Salamonia
Church of Christ
3900 S. 600 East
Bruce Phillips

(260) 335-2017
Services: 9 a.m.

Second Chance
at Life Ministries
228 S. Meridian St., Port-
land
Dave Keen (260) 251-8792
Mike Eads (260) 703-0733
Services: 10:30 a.m.

St. Joseph Catholic
1689 St. Joe Road, Fort
Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 7:30 a.m. Sun-
day

St. Mary’s Catholic
346 S. Broad St., Dunkirk
Rev. Kevin Hurley
Services: 5 p.m. Saturday,
5:30 p.m. Thursday

St. Paul Catholic
517 Meiring Road, Fort
Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 11 a.m. Sunday

St. Peter Catholic
1477 Philothea Road, Fort
Recovery
Rev. Alexander Witt
Services: 9 a.m. Sunday

Sugar Grove Nazarene

County roads 400 North
and 550 West

Rev. Mike Heckman

(260) 731-4733

Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m. (the 2nd and 4th Sun-
day at Pennville Park from
June through September)

Sugar Grove

United Methodist
County roads 600 South

and 1150 West, Dunkirk
Scott McClain
Services: 9 am.

Temple Baptist
17920 Indiana
Dunkirk
John Elam
(765) 768-7708
Sunday school: 10 a.m.
Services: 11 a.m. and 2
p.m., 7 p.m. Wednesday
Tpillarsdirector@gmail.com
templebaptistin.com

The Church
at Westchester
4487 E. 400 North
(260) 726-6311
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Services: 10:35 a.m.

167,

Trinity Lutheran

301 N. Wayne St., Fort
Recovery

Robin Owen

(419) 375-4498

Services: 9 a.m. (contem-
porary service, fourth Sun-
day)

pastorrobino@gmail.com

Trinity United
Methodist
323 S. Meridian St., Por-
tland
(260) 726-8391
Services: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 10:30 a.m.
portlandtrinity.com

Union Chapel
6200 N. 375 West, Bryant
Services: 10:20 a.m., 6
p.m.

Union Chapel Church
of the Nazarene

County road 900 North
(Jay-Wells county line)

Fred Stevens

Services: 10:30 a.m., 6
p.m.

Walnut Corner
County roads 200 North
and 500 West
Steve Rogers
(260) 251-1113
Services: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday school: 9:30 a.m.

West Walnut
Church of Christ
204 W. Walnut St., Port-
land
Gil Alicea
(260) 726-4691
Services: 10 a.m.
westwalnutchurchof-
christ.org

Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Darrell Borders
218 E. High St., Portland
(260) 726-8832
zionlutheranportland@g
mail.com
Services: 10:30 a.m.

This Area
Church page is
made possible
through
the courtesy of
the following
sponsors!
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Williamson,
Spencer & Penrod

Funeral Homes, Inc.

Todd & Rob Penrod
“Serving As We
i Would Be Served”
.| From 2 Convenient Locations
PORTLAND (260) 726-7111
1 PENNVILLE (260) 731-8811 [|

= )

. pak-a-sak |

We're your
Convenience
I Store and a
4 whole lot more! |

STRENGTEN

YOuR,

I T T T

Behind every project is a

ThuelYabue. |

Portland True Value

Shop Local

1 Save Time- Save Money ||
| (260) 726-6263 |

1100 N. Meridian St.
N Portland, IN I

' I ' ‘ |
Arm’s Auto Body
260.726.7343

Mike Blowers, Owner

n 801 N. Wayne Sireet - Portland, IN

Quality Work Since 196%
All Makes & Models

All Insurance Companies

1 Hours: M-F8to 5

T
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MAY
FINANCIAL

' @ GROUP, INC. ||

I LIFE « HEALTH
INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL ]|
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
MEDICARE
H SUPPLEMENTS
ANNUITIES

] JEFF HALL
your hometown agent
H for over 30 years
(260) 729-5200
jeff@mayfg.com

111 W. Main Streete Portland, IN

T

Complete Septic
Systems
Backhoe * Dozer
Hauling * Trenching
1 Drain Cleaning i

I

1 3042 West 400 North,
Portland
1 p 260.726.2230 I
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: W CLASSIFIED ADS
3
We CAN DO THIS THR HARD Dont Worry The Root of knowledge 260-726-8141
Q‘Nﬁ\f{v OR We CAN DO THIS THE about this week’ ADVERTISING RATES
A PSY PRAGY LRMON CJQUQQZ\{ WAY. CEN"fOJT"’S: B?”y’s’ North dealer. contract — “slightly optimistic,” 20 Word Minimum
i _ ' , Both sides vulnerable, Root observes — seems hopeless, i .
: d',hq ‘th{;' Yh. A NORTH since South apparently must lose a Effgthe 07/01/2018:
e I e A1976 heart trick and a trump trick. But Minimum Charge""
= YAKS832 dleclm‘er can prevail with careful $12.40
*+KQ play. i i
*A S After taking the opening club 1 insertion......... 62¢/
WEST EAST lead with the ace, South leads the word
aK 4 a0 jack of spades from dummy. This is 2 insertions....... 81¢/
vi6 YQI105 done, Root points out, in the hope word
49875 410432 of inducing a napping East to cover . .
&0 1043 S#KY9762  the jack with the queen or king 3 insertions....... 96¢/
SOUTH from a holding of Q-4 or K-4, in word
aAI08532 which case declarer’s trump loser . .
vo74d will disappear. 6 insertions.... $1.14/
A6 In the actual case, this bit of prac- word
&8 tical advice does not pan out after i H
The bidding: East’s queen is taken by the ace and 12 insertions. $1.52/
Dlet. 7 King Fostures Synd North  East South  West  the king does not appear. But word
www.familycircus.com IR Pass 1 & Pass South still has another string to his 26 insertions. $1.77/
i i 48 Pass (X ] how — an elimination play.
G DR More on Daddg s sickbed Opening lead — queen of ¢lubs. At trick three, he leads a diamond word
e (AT 0S| PRI oM escapades. There was probably no better- to dummy, then ruffs a club and Includes
known bridge teacher than Bill cashes the A-J of diamonds. (Alter- Online....... FREE

WE MUST 60 BACK TO
THE CHILDHOOD YEARS
OF OUR THREE AIRLINE
STEWARDESSES, EVELYN,

PAT AND SHIRLEY...

TO BEGIN OUR
STORY WE MUST
G0 BACK SEVERAL

©1976 Peanuts Wierichwicls LLG, Diat. by Andrews bichissl

EVELYN WAS BORN
IN MISSOURI, PAT (N
WISCONSIN AND SHIRLEY
IN PENNSYLVANIA.... NOW,
WHEN EVELYN WAS ONLY
THIRTEEN, SME...

I'M SORRY, MAAM...YES, T
UNDERSTAND...WELL, JUST HOW
MUCH TIME DO WE HAVE 7

WUy ARE 40U
SQUIRMINGZ,

Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication

MOVE THE HUGGEING AWAY £
FROM THE S

© 2023 UFS,Inc.

RUFINO'S SHEET MUSIC
AND WHOLE-GRAIN

FRENCH-HORN SHEET MVsiC
YOU MAY HANE IN STack ... CAN
YOU HELP Me ouT &

HELP ME OUT, NMUSIC

Root. For nearly five decades, he
taught the game n schools and pri-
vate clubs in New York und Florida
as well as on the high seas, consis-
tently attracting upward of 100
eager participants to each session.

Prior to his death in 2002, several
of Root’s lectures were recorded for
home viewing and may still be
available from bridge supply
houses.

Today’s deal is from Root’s taped
lecture on endplays. The six-spade

Tomorrow:

natively, he can also cash the K-A-J
of diamonds and discard dummy’s
club.) Now comes the key play:
declarer cashes the A-K of hearts
before exiting with a spade.

As South had hoped, the defender
with the king of spades — West in
this case — started with only two
hearts and so is forced to return a
diamond or a club. This allows
declarer to discard his heart loser
as he trumps in dummy, and the
slam is home.

Test your play.

©2023 King Ueatures Syndicate [n
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT MIGHT YOU
CALL SMALL CHILDREN DWELLING IN THE

VOLGA RIVER VALLEY

IN RUSSIA? TATAR TOTS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: F equals G

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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Geothermal

Sales & Service Highway 67 W,

Portland, Indiana

260-251-9735

260-726-2138

Now accepting
MC/Disc/Visa

Visit Us At:
thecr.com

Little JJ’s
Tree Service
Tree Trimming, Removal,
Stump Grinding.
Firewood available

765-509-1956

Bricker s Flowers
& More

414 N. Meridian St. Portland
Call or text to order 260-703-0304
Open 9:30-5:00 Monday - Friday
9:30-3:00 Saturday

Classified Display $6.95/
per column inch
No borders or logos
allowed on Classified
Page
Card of Thanks Up to
100 words.... $13.00
In Memory Up to 100
words.... $13.00
Advertising Deadline is
12:00 p.m. the day prior
to publication. The dead-
line for Mondays paper
is 12:00 p.m. Friday.
Pre-Payment required
for: Rummage sales,
business opportunities,
jobs wanted, boats and
sporting equipment,
wanted to rent, motor-
ized vehicles, real estate
and mobile homes.

30 LOST, STRAYED OR
FOUND

ATTENTION! LOST A
PET Or found one? The
jay county humane soci-
ety can serve as an infor-
mation center. 260-726-
6339

40 NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: Be sure
to check your ad the first
day it appears. We can-
not be responsible for
more than one days
incorrect copy. We try
hard not to make mis-
takes, but they do hap-
pen, and we may not
know unless you call to
tell us. Call before 12:00
pm for corrections. The
Commercial Review, 309
W Main, Portland, Indi-
ana 260-726-8141.

60 SERVICES

J. L. CONSTRUCTION
Amish crew. Custom built
homes, new garages,
pole barns, interior/ exte-
rior remodeling, drywall,
windows, doors, siding,
roofing, foundations.
260-726-5062, leave
message.

“SEAMSTRESS NAN”
HOMEMADE Sewing
and Alterations, Quilts,
Baby Blankets, Appliqué,
Zippers, Hemming,
Memory T-Shirt, Special
Orders, Wedding & Prom
Gowns. 260.766.9334

WICKEY CONSTRUC-
TION Free Estimate.
Metal roofing & more.
260-273-9776

GOODHEW'’S ALL SEA-
SON Construction- Spe-
cializing in standing
seam metal roofs. When
Quality Counts, Count
On US. A company you
can trust. Member of the
BBB. New Installation
and repairs. Call Rodney
Thornbury, owner 765-
509-0191

The Commercial Review
Newspaper Delivery
Comments or
Problems?
Call our
Circulation
Hotline
260-251-9588

After 5:00 p.m.
Leave Message Please.

Carrier Delivery
Deadlines
Tuesday - Friday:
6:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning:
8:00 a.m.

The Commercial Review
309 West Main St.,
Portland.

Front Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday
10a.m.-4 p.m.
Circulation Department
Hours:

10:00 am - 4:30 p.m.
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The NASCAR First Union 400 at North Wilkesboro Speedway in North Wilkesboro, North Carolina. Drivers have
expressed excitement for the first NASCAR event the racetrack has hosted since 1996.

Track ...

Continued from page 8

In other words: It’s a driver’s
dream.

“You're kind of on ice skates
taking off, for sure,” Reddick said.
“This place has got a lot of age
and character to it. You're having
to pedal it pretty good. The first
lap, you kind of have to be careful
squeezing the gas down, and as
you run, it’s hard to get back to
wide-open throttle. ...

“But one little misstep or mis-
cue into Turn 1 or Turn 3, you
lose a second sliding up out of the
groove and losing control of your
car. That’s with no traffic, no mis-
takes. So maybe with more traffic
the fall-off will be more, so cer-
tainly we’re out of control from
really Lap 10 on. You have to real-
ly take care of your car.”

Dillon agreed, and added that
the slight elevation change going
into Turn 1 — a slight downhill
run — will pose more welcomed
challenges to Cup drivers in late
May.

“It was slick out there, really
had to take care of your tires,”
Dillon said. “It just feels good to
be close to home at a short track
that is slick and that you really
have to take care of your tires.
Speed wasn’t everything today. It
was more about taking care of
your tires and seeing where the
fall-off was. ... It was more about
making the car like the track. We
used every minute of our time.”

Dillon added: “To me, with all

Sports on

‘It just feels good to be close to home
at a short track that is slick and that
you really have to take care of your tires.
Speed wasn’t everything today.
It was more about taking care of your
tires and seeing where the fall-off was. ...
It was more about making the car like the track.’

the work that’s going into here,
we're not just coming here for
one race. We’re coming here for a
while. So I'm excited about that.”

Tuesday was also another early
chance these drivers had to test
out the Next Gen car’s new short-
track package, one that features
30% less downforce to promote
more passing and generally bet-
ter racing.

Buescher weighed in on what
he learned.

“The speeds are fairly slow just
because of the (little) amount of
grip here,” Buescher said. “It’s
hard to get wide open until you're
straight. There’s a challenge to
just hitting a turn. The shifting
for the most part seemed to just
go away. There’s not enough grip
to use the RPM, which is some-

tap

thing I think all the drivers have
been excited about — trying to
figure out how to get rid of shift-
ing — and pretty sure that’s the
case here right now.

“That’s an exciting part for me,
to not have something that
instantly recovers mistakes. I
think that’ll help make better rac-
ing. So when you do move out of
the groove, you can’t just drop a
gear and re-accelerate and recov-
er from it.”

A new hospitality area is being
erected just above Turn 4. Grand-
stands facing Turn 3 have been
put in where the rusted “Junior
Johnson Grandstand” sign stood
purpose-less for a generation. Pit
road is paved. The new version of
this racetrack is fitted with ade-
quate fiber infrastructure tech-

—Austin Dillon

nology and towering LED lights
— operated by an iPad.

North Wilkesboro Speedway
will soon be equipped for the
future.

And drivers are thankful it is a
part of their present.

“'m sure I was running
around, doing something, as a kid
up here,” Dillon said, recounting
memories he had of when his
father, Mike Dillon, regularly vis-
ited North Wilkesboro Speedway
as a driver. “More just driving by
it as a kid. Going into the moun-
tains and seeing this ghost of a
track that you hear about from
your family, and all of the good
times that were had here.

“And now we’re getting to expe-
rience it. It’s coming to life fast.
And it’s cool to be a part of it.”

Clay ...

Continued from page 8

13. North Carolina, No. 1 in the
AP preseason Top 25, failed to
make the NCAA Tournament and
declined an invitation to the NIT.
The Tar Heels are the first pre-
season No. 1 to miss the tourna-
ment since the field was expand-
ed to 64 teams in 1985.

14. Besides North Carolina,
four other teams in the top 10 of
the preseason AP Top 25 failed to
make the Sweet 16. The four: No. 4
Kentucky, No. 5 Kansas and Bay-
lor the two tied at No. 5 and No. 7
Duke. All four lost in the second
round.

15. Seven of the Sweet 16 teams
were not in the preseason AP Top
25, including Princeton, FAU,
Xavier, Michigan State, UConn,
Kansas State and Miami. Prince-
ton, FAU and Kansas State did not
receive a single vote.

16. The last time Kentucky
went three consecutive college
basketball seasons without reach-
ing an NCAA Tournament
regional semifinal was the
stretch of 2006 through 2009 when
UK went four straight years with-
out advancing to the Sweet 16.
Those were the last two seasons
(2007 and 2008) with Tubby Smith
as coach and the only two seasons
(2008 and 2009) with Billy
Gillispie as coach.

Collegiate ...

Continued from page 8
LeFevre posted a time of
11.44 seconds in the 100-meter
dash. He trailed teammate
Liam Volz, who won the race in
11.29.

Olivia Bright
Jay County - 2022

Got playing time in seven of
the first 10 games of the season
for the Lincoln Trail Communi-
ty College softball team.

Bright has recorded two hits
and three runs in her young
collegiate career. She was 1-for-
1 with a run in the Statesmen’s
season-opening 9-1 win over
Three Rivers and then posted
the same stat line March 9 in a
13-9 victory over Harford Com-
munity College.

Kenzie Ring
Jay County - 2021

Competed for the Trine Uni-
versity acro and tumbling team
as it broke more records March
16 in a 269.905-247.945 loss to
Mary Hardin-Baylor.

Ring helped the Thunder (2-2)
to a school record in the com-
pulsory event with 34.55 points,
including a new high of 9.35in
the acro heat. The team also
broke records in pyramid (28.7)
and tumbling (46.475).

Local schedule
Today
Fort Recovery — Softball scrim-
mage at Newton — 5 p.m.

Friday
Fort Recovery — Baseball scrim-
mage vs. Perry = 5 p.m.

Saturday

Jay County — Gabi Bilbrey in
Hoosier State Relays at Indiana Univer-
sity — 10 a.m.

Fort Recovery — Baseball at Hous-
ton - 1 p.m.; JV baseball at St. Henry —
noon; Freshman baseball doublehead-
er at Versailles — noon

TV sports
Today
6:30 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: NCAA Tournament — Kansas State
vs. Michigan State (TBS)
6:30 p.m. — NHL hockey: Minneso-

7 p.m. — NBA basketball: Indiana
Pacers at Boston Celtics (Bally Indiana)

7:15 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: NCAA Tournament - Connecticut
vs. Arkansas (CBS)

8 p.m. — Soccer: CONCACAF
Nations League — United States vs.
Grenada (TNT)

8:30 p.m. — Professional Fighting
League (ESPN2)

9 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
NCAA Tournament - Tennessee vs.
Florida Atlantic (TBS)

9 p.m. — NHL hockey: Pittsburgh
Penguins at Dallas Stars (ESPN)

9:45 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: NCAA Tournament — UCLA vs. Gon-
zaga (CBS)

Friday
3:45 p.m. — Soccer: Euro qualifica-
tion — Belgium vs. Sweden (FS1)
6:30 p.m. — Men'’s college basket-
ball: NCAA Tournament — Alabama vs.
San Diego State (TBS)

Pacers at Boston Celtics (Bally Indi-
ana)

7:15 p.m. — Men'’s college basket-
ball: NCAA Tournament — Houston vs.
Miami (CBS)

8 p.m. — Soccer: CONCACAF
Nations League — United States vs.
Grenada (TNT)

9 p.m. — Men'’s college basketball:
NCAA Tournament - Creighton vs.
Princeton (TBC)

9:45 p.m. — Men’s college basket-
ball: NCAA Tournament - Texas vs.
Xavier (CBS)

Saturday

10:30 a.m. — High school boys
basketball: IHSAA Class 1A champi-
onship — Southwood vs. Indianapolis
Lutheran (Bally Indiana)

Noon — Golf: PGA Tour — Dell Tech-
nologies Matchplay (NBC)

Noon — College baseball: Texas
A&M at Tennessee (ESPN2)

12:30 p.m. — High school boys

onship — Blackhawk Christian vs. Lin-
ton-Stockton (Bally Indiana)

1 p.m. — Auto racing: Formula E -
Sao Paulo E-Prix (CBS)

1:30 p.m. — Auto racing: NASCAR
Craftsman Truck Series - XPEL 225
(FS1)

1:30 p.m. — XFL football: Seattle
Sea Dragons at Orlando Guardians
(ABC)

4 p.m. — Mixed martial arts — UFC
Fight Night (ESPN)

4:30 p.m. — Major League Soccer:
Los Angeles Galaxy at Portland Tim-
bers (FOX)

5 p.m. — NBA basketball: Indiana
Pacers at Atlanta Hawks (Bally Indiana)

5 p.m. — Autor racing: NASCAR
Xfinity Series — Pit Boss 250 (FS1)

6 p.m. — Men’s college basketball:
NCAA Tournament (TBS)

6 p.m. — High school boys basket-
ball: IHSAA Class 1A championship —
NorthWood vs. Guerin Catholic (Bally
Indiana)

ball: IHSAA Class 1A championship —
Kokomo vs. Ben Davis (Bally Indiana)
8 p.m. — NHL hockey: Washington
Capitals at Pittsburgh Penguins (ABC)
8:30 p.m. — Men'’s college basket-
ball: NCAA Tournament (TBS)
10 p.m. — Boxing: Jose Ramirez vs.
Richard Commey (ESPN)

Local notes

Wrestling club hosting event

Jay County Wrestling Club will host
Delaware County  Championship
Wrestling for a professional wrestling
event April 8.

The DCCW show scheduled for 7
p.m. April 8 at Jay Community Center
will feature an appearance by Olympic
gold medalist and WWE Hall of Famer
Kurt Angle. The card also features an
appearance by WWE Hall of Famer Rik-
ishi.

Tickets start at $20 for general
admission. To purchase tickets, call
James Myers at (260) 726-5088 or

visit Jacks & Associates, 954 Industri-
al Drive, Portland.

5K circuit registration underway

Registration is open for the Run Jay
County 5K Circuit.

The circuit features eight races run-
ning from April through August. Awards
are presented in nine divisions.

The opening race in the circuit is
the Sprint to Spring 5K at 9 a.m. April
22. Registration is $20.

For more information, visit runjay-
county.com.

T-Ball/coach-pitch registration open

Registration is open for Jay Commu-
nity Center’s Boomer t-ball and coach-
pitch leagues.

The leagues are open to players
ages 3 through 6. The registration fee
is $60 and the deadline is May 22.

For more information, visit jaycc.org.

To have an event listed in “Sports on

ta Wild at Philadelphia Flyers (ESPN)
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90 SALE CALENDAR

7 p.m. — NBA basketball: Indiana

basketball:

90 SALE CAELNDAR

IHSAA Class 2A champi-

130 MISC. FOR RENT

8 p.m. — High school boys basket-

190 FARMERS
COLUMN

Andy Frasher at (260) 251-2842, or

200 FOR RENT

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: 8909 S 1150 W
REDKEY, IN
SATURDAY, APRIL 1,
2023
10:00 A.M
VEHICLES—UTV—
TRAILER—EQUIP-
MENT
2019 Buick Envision
40,380 miles (nice),
2005 Chevy Monte
Carlo Tony Stewart edi-
tion 93,640 miles (1 of
1100 made), 2020 5ft x
8ft utility trailer w/ ramp
gate.
PEDAL— TRACTORS—
TOYS—ANTIQUES
JD 4440, JD 720, AC
D17, JD 10 w/ 3 holes
and engine compart-
ment pedal tractors,
Standard oil glass crown
for premium fuel,
7-up cans w/advertise-
ment from the Anderson.
COINS—FURNITURE—
HOUSEHOLD
4 troy ounce clown silver
bar, JD 5 coin collection
.999 silver, gold and sil-
ver jewelry, much more.
LAWN AND GARDEN—

SHOP TOOLS— MISC.
JD X590 riding mower
54in cut 305hrs, DR
28in brush cutter self-
propelled w/ 3hrs,
Craftsman roll away tool
boxes, Craftsman shop
and hand tools.
OWNERS:Thomas B.
&amp; Phyllis J. John-
son Trust
Shawver Auctioneering
and Real Estate
AC31800004
AUCTIONEERS
Pete D. Shawver

AU19700040
260-726-5587
Zane Shawver
AU10500168
260-729-2229

Check Auctionsoft and

AuctionZip for more pho-

tos.

PUBLIC AUCTION
Located: Bubp Exhibi-
tion Hall, Jay County
Fairgrounds, Portland,

IN
Saturday Morning
MARCH 25, 2023
9:30 A.M.
HOUSEHOLD GOODS-

OLD & COLLECTORS
ITEMS
Pepsi Bottle machine;
LARGE ASSORTMENT
OF SALT & PEPPERS
OVER 500+ SETS;
wrought iron rocker;
wrought iron garden
table; wicker chair;
cedar chest; wood pul-
leys; LARGE ASSORT-
MENT OF JEWELRY,
includes necklaces,
bracelets, earrings, 1st
edition Flash Comic,
comic books; and many
others items not listed.
TOOLS
Remington electric chain
saw; metal sign holders
w/signs; hose; wheel
barrow; socket sets;
plastic garden pots;
shepherds hooks; air
compressor; cooler; pet
carrier; and many other
items not mentioned.
ROXANNE JONES
Loy Auction
AC#31600027
Auctioneers
Gary Loy AU01031608
Travis Theurer
AU11200131

PAPER END ROLLS
FOR SALE Various sizes
and prices. Call The
Commercial Review at
260-726-8141 for more
information.

ALUMINUM SHEETS
23"x30”,.007 thick.
Clean and shiny on one
side..35 cents each or
four for $1.40, plus tax.
The Commercial
Review, 309 W Main,
Portland 260-726-8141.

FOR SALE 41 FIBER-
GLASS Re-usable skids.
First Come. First Serve.
$50.00 for all. Call to
arrange pick up. The
Commercial Review 260-
726-8141.

190 FARMERS COL-
UMN

AG RENTAL Spreaders:
BBI, Artsway Vertical.
New Holland 228 skid
loaders  wi/full cab,
heat/ac. Fort Recovery
419-852-0309

LOOKING TO CASH
RENT FARMLAND 3rd
generation local farmers
looking for 1 or two more
fields to cash rent near
Geneva or Bryant. Call
Steve at 419-376-4456.

200 FOR RENT

PIEDMONT  APART-
MENTS, 778 W 7th
Street, Portland, Indiana,
accepting applications
for 1, 2, 3 bedroom
apartments, no applica-
tion fee. Rent base on
30% of your gross
income. Call 260-726-
2920, TDD 800-743-
3333. This is an Equal
Opportunity Housing
Complex. This institution
is an Equal Opportunity
Provider and Employer.

LEASE SPACE avail-
able, Coldwater, OH.
Manufacturing, ware-
housing, assembly, distri-
bution, offices, inside and
outdoor storage. Easy
access to major high-
ways and railroad access
with loading docks and
overhead cranes avail-
able. Contact Sycamore
Group, 419-678-5318,
www.sycamorespace.co
m

NEED MORE STOR-
AGE? PJ’s U-Lock and
Storage, most sizes
available. Call 260-726-
4631.

Sfor junk autos. We pick
up at your location. 1-
765-546-2642 or 1-765-
857-1071. Slocum’s Sal-
vage
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FRHS baseball opens

season on Saturday,
see Sports on tap
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[J
Making plays
Fort Recovery High School shortstop Alex Dues fields a ball to turn a double play during the Tribe baseball

team’s scrimmage at home Tuesday against the Wayne Trace Raiders. The Indians have one more scrimmage Friday at home
against Lima Perry High School before opening their season Saturday with a visit to Houston.

The Commercial Review/Andrew Balko

Homan records two hits, run for USF

The Cougars have dropped
three in a row, but a former Indi-
an had her best game of the 2023
season during that stretch.

Brenna Homan, a 2021 Fort
Recovery High School graduate,
recorded multiple hits for the
second time this season Tuesday
in the second game of a Univer-
sity of St. Francis softball dou-
bleheader against Huntington.

The sophomore started in
right field and led off the top of
the second inning for the
Cougars’ 11-8 loss with a single.
She advanced to second base
when Aubrey Dunnuck was hit

Collegiate
Check-up

by a pitch, took third on a double
steal and scored on a wild pitch.

She was also hit by a pitch in
the fifth inning and singled in the
seventh.

Homan also scored a run for the
USF (5-7) as it dropped the first
game of the doubleheader 9-4.

For the season, Homan is
third for the Cougars with a .313
batting average, five hits, three
runs, one RBI and one stolen
base.

Max Moser
Jay County - 2019

Drew a walk that led to the
game-winning run March 16 as
the Huntington University base-
ball team edged Mount Vernon
Nazarene 14-13 in the second
game of a doubleheader.

Moser, who finished 1-for-3
with two walks and a run, drew
a one-out walk with the game

any color ad
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By ALEX ZIETLOW
The Charlotte Observer
Tribune News Service

— The last time

—

/

way.

well.

little nicer now.”

WILKES COUNTY, N.C.

Buescher was here was
December 2019 — a cold
. ‘ and misty day when Dale
4 Earnhardt Jr. and a docu-

v mentary crew and a hand-
ful of other volunteers
were cleaning up the icon-
turned-eyesore that was
North Wilkesboro Speed-

Buescher remembers it

“The last time we were
here, we had lunch, and it
was about 30 degrees and
misty, and half the garage
was falling down on top of
itself, and we decided to go
in there anyway,” the driv-
er said with a smile. He
then looked around. “It’s a

Buescher was one of
three NASCAR Cup Series
drivers to participate in a
tire test at North Wilkes-
boro Speedway on Tuesday
evening. That meant he
drove his No. 17 Ford Cup
car around the 0.625-mile
track a bunch of times —

tied in the bottom of the eighth
inning.

Kallen Kelsheimer then took
over as a pinch runner and even-
tually scored on a double by
Satchell Wilson.

Moser also drew a walk in the
first game as the Foresters (16-
7)) won 11-0.

Robbie LeFevre
Fort Recovery - 2019
Took second place in a race
Saturday for the Fordham Uni-
versity men’s track team at the
Stony Brook Snowflake Classic.
See Collegiate page 7

Drivers excited
by speedway track

ate, yes, but also getting an
early idea for what this
racetrack will feel like
when the NASCAR All-Star
Race descends here on May
21.

The All-Star Race will
mark the first NASCAR
event the racetrack has
hosted since 1996.

“It’s still keeping a lot of
the same flair and feel to
it,” Buescher told reporters
after his run. “I hope that a
lot of it stays. I see a lot of
the newer stuff that’s made
to look nostalgic as well. I
like that. I hope a lot of the
stuff that is rusty and
chalky stays with us for the
race because I think fans
will really enjoy coming to
see it in person.”

Austin Dillon and Tyler
Reddick joined Buescher at
the track Tuesday.

They all essentially
reported the same thing: So
much of Wilkesboro has
been renovated since con-
struction began in Septem-
ber and really took off in
the winter — but the track
still hasn’t been repaved
and has its fair share of
unique qualities that make

Chris

The Commercial Review

NCAA
tourney
makes
no sense

By JOHN CLAY
Lexington Herald-Leader
Tribune News Service

LEXINGTON, Ky As
NCAA Tournament Sweet
16 play begins Thursday, 16
reasons college basketball
this season makes no
sense:

1.There are teams from
11 different conferences in
the Sweet 16. Three teams
are from the SEC and Big
East. Two are from the Big
12. There is one each from
the Big Ten, Conference
USA, the American Athlet-
ic, the Ivy League, the Pac-
12, the West Coast Confer-
ence, the Mountain West
and the ACC.

2. No. 1 overall seed Ala-
bama was picked to finish
fifth in the SEC by the
league’s preseason media
poll. Alabama plays San
Diego State in a South
Region semifinal on Fri-
day in Louisville.

3. Arkansas started 1-5
and finished 8-10 in the
SEC. After beating No. 1
seed Kansas on Saturday,
the Razorbacks play Con-
necticut in a West Region
semifinal Thursday night
in Las Vegas.

4. At one point this sea-
son, Connecticut lost six of
eight games, including five
of six. Danny Hurley’s
Huskies have now won
nine of their last 10 head-
ing into Thursday.

5. Under first-year coach
Jerome Tang, Kansas State
was picked to finish dead
last in the Big 12. After
beating Kentucky on Sun-
day, the Wildcats from
Manhattan play Michigan
State on Thursday night in
New York.

6. Michigan State was 7-7
in its last 14 regular-season
games before losing to
Ohio State in the Big Ten
tournament. That’s the
same Ohio State that fin-
ished 16-19.

7. Princeton started the
season 0-2 with losses to
Hofstra and Navy. The
Tigers play Creighton in a
South Region semifinal on
Friday in Louisville.

8. Florida Atlantic has
had one 20-win season in
its 29-year history as a
Division I program. That
was in 2010-11. Mike Jarvis
was the coach. Now the
Owls will play Tennessee
in an East Region semifi-
nal on Thursday night at
Madison Square Garden.

9. Tennessee went 5-7 in
its last 12 games before the
NCAA Tournament. It also
lost starting point guard
Zakai Zeigler to a torn ACL
on Feb. 28.

10. No. 1 seed Purdue
was led by Zach Edey, its 7-
foot-4 center who is likely
favorite for national player

. of the year honors. Purdue
63 lnCheS recording data for his team it difficult to race. lost itsyfirst-round game to
and tire engineers to evalu- See Track page 7 No. 16 seed Fairleigh Dick-
(half page) or larger. inson, whose starters’
P t| d V t . CI . average height was 6-foot-

? ortian eterina INIC s
That’s $247 fora 1407 Votaw St. * Portland * 26(’)-'..';¥7370 11. This is the second
half-page c010r ad . Christian Bader DVM time in three tournaments
e Ads muls::l run in i that blue bloods Kentucky,
e Commercial Review in April. Duke, North Carolina and
That’s $460 for a Kansas all failed to make it

to the Sweet 16. It also hap-
pened in 2021. Before that,
you have to go all the way
back to the 1979 NCAA
Tournament when none of
the big four made the
Sweet 16.

12. With its loss to Miami
in the second round on Sat-
urday, Indiana has not
reached the Sweet 16 since
2016. The Hoosiers are on
their third different coach
since the Hoosiers beat
Kentucky 73-67 in Des
Moines to reach the East

Special sections are not eligible.
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Spring is here...

and so are the fleas.
FRONTLINE
|GOLD 8

Keep your pets

comfortable and BRE0 s Regional semifinal. IU has

protected with safe gone .from ‘Tom Crean to

and effective BR /4 ECTO Archie Miller to Mike
h (FLURALANER) Woodson.

flea and tick And others

control solutions. See Clay page 7
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